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NUMjBER    I. 
PARISH   OF   LANARK. 

(Ctamty,  and prt$hyUry  of  Lanari,  and  Synod  of  Olat* 
gov>  and  -^yrS) 

Bt  Mr.  WILLIAM  LOCKHART  or  Baronald. 

Situatufif  Extent^  and  Surface. 

1  HIS  Pariik  is  situated  in  the  {hire  and  presbjterj  of 
Lanark,  and  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ajr  ;  is  between  4 
and  5  miles  in  length  stretching  along  the  Eastern  bank 
of  the  Cljde,  and  about  three  in  breadth.  The  genera- 
lirj  of  the  pariih  consists-  of  prettj  flat  and  improvable 
land;  but  along  the  Clyde  from  Bonniton<>fail  down« 
wards  for  the  space  of  more  than  3  miles,  the  bank  are 
high,  precipitous,  and  rockr,  which  however  are  pretty 
geaerally  fringed  with^natural  wood  and  planting.     The 
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banks  of  the  Moufs,  the  onlj  other  river  of  any  size^ 
and  which  running  from  East  to  West,  separates  the 
pariih  into  two  distinct  parts,  are  equally  precipitous 
and  rockj,  but  also  clothed  with  natural  wood,  and 
plantations  of  forest  trees. 

The  highest  ground  in  the  parifh,  for  there  is  no  hill, 
is  Lanark  and  Lee  moors,  both  being  pretty  eqaal  .in 
height,  and  about  760  feet  a^ove  sea  level.  The.  town 
of  Lanark  itself  is  656  feet  5  inches  above  the  quay  at  the 
aew  bridge  of  Glasgow. 

The  pariih  may  contain  above  6000  acres.  There  are 
probably  upwards  of  600  acres  of  coppice  wood  and  plan- 
tations, and  1800  acres  of  moor  ground,  which  leaves  a- 
bout  3(5oo  acres  for  cultivation.  The  moory  grounds, 
which  aUo  contain  some  little  mofs,  belong  to  two  differ- 
ent proprietors.  Lanark  moor,  consisting  of  about  1500 
acres,  is  the  property  of  the  community :  and  Lee*moor 
consisting  of  about  300  acres  belongs  to  the  estate  of  Lee. 
About  50  years  ago  the  magistrates  of  Lanark,  let  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  burgh  on  leases  of  57  years,  several 
small  lots,  at  the  extremity  of  their  moor  or  common,  at 
from  6d.  to  is.  8d.  per  acre,  with  the  view  of  getting 
them  inclosed  and  improvcn ;  but  the  distance  from  town, 
about  two  miles,  and  other  circumstances,  prevented 
inuch  improvement  from  being  made  upon  them  :  such 
lot^  however  as  were  situated  nighest  the  town,  and  have 
been  kept  fcncible,  now  let  from  los.  to  20s.  per  acre. 
About  ao  years  ago,  the  town  planted  about  60  acres  of 
this  moor,  mostly  with  Scots  pines,  which  are  in  a  very- 
thriving  condition  ;  and  their  seeds,  scattered  by  the  wind 
have  of  late  produced  a  natural  and  extensive  crop  of 
young  pines  in  the  nooor.  ^ 

William  Honeyman  of  Groemsay   Esq.  Advocate,  has 
lately  feucd  from  the  m9gi5ti:ates  between  a  and  300  acrxs 
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^ftUsmoorat  js.  per  acre ;  and  has  began  taplant*» 
iuid  improve  it»  so  chat  what  formerly  afforded  a  9mall 
pittance  to  a  few  half-starved  cattle,  will  soon  be  enabled 
to  maintain  families.  The  expences  he  has  been  at  are  aU 
rtadj  very  considerable,  but  do  not  intimidate  hina  frona 
being  still  Tvilling  to  pofsefs  and  improve  more  of  it, 
which  although  beneficial  to  the  manufactures  of  Lanark, 
vA  to  the  nation  at  larg^,  is  opposed  by  a  few  burgefses, 
who  say  that  they  have  an  immemorial  right  of  servitude 
upon  this  moor  for  the  pasturage  of  a  certain  nuniber  of 
cattle,  and  for  fuel,  feal,  and  divot ;  and  therefore,  that 
i:  cannot  be  disposed  of  without  being  liable  to  such  bur« 
dens, — as  to  which  vidtnt  juris  cons  ulti  i  but  it  must  be 
matter  of  great  regret  to  every  welUwiflier  of  his  country 
to  see  so  great  an  extent  of  improvable  ground  in  the 
neighbour  hood  of  a  populous  and  manufacturing  town» 
abandoned  to  heath  and  bent*grafs. 

Lee.inoor|  is  in  the  Uke  rude  and  uncultivated  state,  aL* 
though  equally  improvable,  and  much  nearer  to  coal  and 
lime,  than  the  former.  This  however  is  the  fault  of 
the  proprietor,  or  rather  ovtring  to.  that  bane  of  all 
improvcaient,  an   entailed   estate  *..    It  is  considerably 

lefa 


*  He  has  pUnt^  about  So  acres  with  Scots  pine,  larch,  beech,  asb»  Sect 
t  lotraTclUng  throagh  Scotland,  whenever  the  stranger  meets  with  any 
\'T%t  portion  of  improvable  land  in  a  state  of  nature,  he  may  rest  satis- 
aed  that  the  ground  is  either  under  a  strict  entail,  or  that  the  proprietor  has 
a-,  overgrown  estate.  In  (hort  the  fact  is  so  glaring,  that  for  the  good  of 
ixiety  and  the  natioa  at  large,  it  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  some  measure 
CM]d  b«  thought  of  either  to  oblige  such  proprietors  to  improve  those 
urxMxAs  themselves,  or  to  feu  or  sell  them  by  public  roup,  at  least  to  let 
c  Vm,  to  people  willing  to  improve  them,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  fixed  by  the 
M^aii  of  Agriculture  lately  establilhed.    Such  a  plan  would  seen  bring  the 
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left  in  extent  than  Lanark-moor,  and  thence  wonld  re- 
quire lefs  ezpence  to  bring  it  under  tillage :  It  is  to  be 
boped  however  from  the  promising  appearance  of  the 
young  proprietor,  that  i*  will  soon  be  brought  into  a  state 
of  cultivation  and  improvement.  i 

The*  South  and  East  parts  of  the  parllh,  excepting  the 
burrow  lands,  which  consist  of  a  rich  loam,  are  in  gene* 
ral  inclined  to  be  light  and  gravelly.  The  estates  of  Lee, 
Cleghom,  Jerviswood,  the  Namphlars,  and  the  rest  of 
the  parUh,  consist  of  a  very  improvable  dajej  soil,  a- 
dapted  for  wheat,  provided  there  were  spirit  enough  in 
the  country  to  promote  the  erection  of  a  flour  mill ;  but, 
as  at  present  there  is  no  flair  mill  nearer  than  Hamil* 
ton,  za  miles  off,  there  is  no  encouragement  towards 
the  culture  of  that  profitable  and  useful  crop. 

Minerals.  There  is  no  coal  in  the  pari(h  hitherto  dis« 
covered  y  but  in  the  neighbouring  parifhes  of  Carluke, 
Carmichael,  and  Lesmahago,  there  are  plenty  of  cdal-pits^ 
Coal  at  Lanark  sells  in  general  at  about  3s.  or  3s.  4d.  the 
800  weight  ;  Cannel  coal  from  Lesmahago  parifli,  sella 
somewhat  higher,  which  being  of  a  very  bituminous  na« 

tare, 

coantfy  under  cnltivttioa,  tacreaie  UifopttUtlon  and  manufactares,  prevent 
in  lome  measure  emigrations*  and  would  have  the  tendency  of  always  pre- 
serving peace  and  good  order  in  the  country.  The  greater  the  number  of 
proprietors  in  a  kingdom  10  much  the  moie  numerous  will  be  the  friends  and 
supporters  of  its  government,  as  it  increases  the  number  of  those  who  are 
materially  interested  in  its  welfare.  But  whenever  the  whole  lands  of  a 
kingdom,  as  was  the  case  in  France,  are  absorbed  by  a  few,  it  is  only  those 
few  that  are  more  peculiarly  interested  in  its  welfare ;  for  people,  whose 
property  is  in  money  or  the  produce  of  their  industry,  may  leave  the  king, 
dom  at  pleuure,  and  caunot  pofsibl j«  take  that  warm  interest  in  the  fate  of 
the  country  which  the-  proprietor  and  colonist,  who  in  some  measure  may 
ht  said  to  be  chained  to  the  soil,  must  nccefsarily  do. 
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farcy  and  approaching  near  to  jet^  is  used  bj  the  poorer 
sort  of  people  in  place  of  candle. 

There  is  little  or  no  freestone  in  the  parifh.  A  quar* 
rj  has  some  time  ago  been  opened  in  Lee- moor ; 
one  lately  at  the  Boathouses  in  the  S.  £.  corner  of  the 
parifli ;  and  a  coarse  kind  of  freestone  is  to  be  had  npon 
the  Moafs  on  the  Jerviswood  estate,  but  hitherto  has  been 
discoTcred  no  where  else.  Limestone  is  wrought  in  Lee* 
moor  and  Kilncadzow  on  the  bo i  ders  of  the  pariib,  in  con« 
siderable  quantities ;  and  underneath  it,  is  generally 
foaod  a  thin  seam  of  coal,  often  sufficient  to  burn  what  is 
dug  out,  into  lime.  The  rocks  in  the  pari(h  consist  ge- 
nerally of  a  brownifli  tnicaceous  moor  stone,  which  splits 
and  breaks  into  thin  pieces  unfit  for  any  thing  but  ruble 
work.  Clay  fit  either  for  bricks  or  pottery  work,  may 
be  bad  in  several  parts  of  the  parilh. 

The  only  appearance  of  mines  is  in  Jerriswood 
grounds,  where  there  has  lately  been  discovered  a  thick 
aeamj  of  quartz,  bafseting  out  to  the  day,  intermixed 
with  small  veins  of  rich  iron  ore,  but,  as  such,  by  no 
means  worth  the  working.  As  however  lead  mines  fre- 
quently put  on  similar  appearances  at  the  top,  there  is 
no  saying  what  may  be  discovered  on  going  a  little  deep- 
er. Pieces  of  very  pretty  jasper  have  been  picked  up, 
in  the  bed  of  the  Moufs,  in  detached  and  water- worn  no- 
dules; as  ako  great  plenty  of  ochres,  but  no  iron  stone 
excepting  about  the  coal  pits  at  Gillfoot  on  the  ikirts  of  , 
the  parifli.  Close  by  the  old  bridge  of  Lanark  have  been 
found  in  a  detached  and  water* worn  piece  of  limestone, 
petrified /i&o£i^f/ and  cockle  (hells;  which  bridge,  by 
general  Roy's  measurement,  is  36a  feet  5  inches  above 
the  qnay  at  the  new  bridge  of  Glasgow,  and  24  miles 
li^tant  from  it, 
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Etymology^  Language^  and  Antiquities.  The  Damnii  qf 
Ptolomj  among  other  counties,  roost  certainlj  pofsf  fsed  all 
Lanarkfhire.  Ptolomy  however  makes  no  mention  of  the 
ivord  Lanark,  or  any  of  a  simijar  sound.  Baxter,  with 
others^  have  deemed  Lanark  to  be  the  Ugrulentum  of  the 
anonymous  geographer  of  Ravenna,  and  not  without  some 
degree  of  probability.  Baxter's  derivatioi^  however  of  Ug^ 
ruUntum  from  the  Welfh  uger  lent^  which  as  he  says,  sig- 
nifies ripa  bumidif  vet  aqua^  is  totally  inapplicable  to  the 
situation  of  Lanark,  it  being  situated  on  a  dry  and  elevat- 
ed situation,  29a  feet  i  inch  above  the  level  of  the 
Clyde.  Ae  is  equally  unhappy  in  his  etymology  of  Lan- 
ark, which  he  derives  from  Lan  arig,  i.  e,  ripa  fluminis, 
this  town  not  being  situated  within  view  of  the  river,  nor 
Tipon  its  immediate  bank,  but  about  half  a  mile  froxiv 
it.* 

It  is  true  we  have  a  late  authcr,  (Mr  Pinkerton)  who 
defends  the  fabulous  kingdom  of  the  Stratclyde  Bri- 
tons of  LanaikQiire,  and  the  Wcllh  derivation  of 
Lanark  ;  but  he,  in  aid  of  his  hypothesis  is  obliged  to 
resort  to  afserdons  totally  void  of  foundation.     Thus  he 

telU 

*  yones  in  his  origin  of  language  and  nations,  (a  whimsical  boot*,)  says. 
%\kKX.  Lanark,  "is  the  same  as  the  Wcllh  Lanercb,  an  upper  or  higher  jaxd  «r 
'*  Inclosure",  which  is  hardly  so  improbable  as  the  other.  Indeed  in  tbe 
AVcllh  language  w?  find  many  etymons  such  ^\Uanetcb,  a  green  or  a  bare 
rlacc  in  a  wood  ;  and  Lanbercb,  a  forest,  as  Lluyd  telb  us.  Lanerch  is  ac- 
tually the  name  of  a  town  on  the  Clwyd  in  Wales :  and  Lan  in  Welfli  as  in 
Ciieiic,  signifies  a  church,  churchyard,  or  inclosure.  But  the  same  Lluyd 
jn  his  WeUb  preface  to  the  Archcalogia  tells  us,  and  proves  it  pretty  clear- 
Iv,  that  a  very  great  many  of  the  names  of  places  in  Wales  itself,  can  only 
V)C  derived  from  the  Gaelic^  the  Gael  bein;;  the  original  inhabitants  of  Great 
l<ritain  as  well  as  of  continental  Gaul,  which  is  farther  proved  by  the  tracts 
pub'iHied  in  1737,  by  Mr  Malcolme,  minister  ot  Duddingston,  andofl^e 
by  thctwoMefsrs.  M*Phcrsons,  so  that  the  etymology  of  Lanark  falls  rather 
to  be  SOP  gilt  for  in  the  Gaelic  than  Wcllh. 
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tcUs  us,*  that,  *Mq  Cljdesdale  at  present  if  you  will 
"  a(k  the  common  people  about  anj  ancient  castle  or  the 
•*  like,  thej  will  tell  it  was  erected  by  the  Brets  or  the 
"  Piki."  Now  althoi^gh  they  ascribe  some.of  their  an- 
cient buildings,  such  as  the  high  church  of  Glasgow,  to  the 
Picts,  or  Peghs,  as  they  call  them,  yet  it  is  matter  of  noto- 
riety that  the  word  Bret  is  utterly  unknown  to  the  com- 
mon people  of  Clydesdale,  This  he  has  advanced  merely 
for  the  purpo  c  of  supporting  a  favourite  system,  and  ta 
mislead  in  the  same  way  that  he,  in  a  former  publication, 
had  averred  that  scraps  of  the  second  part  of  his  own  Mar- 
d^knute  were  sung  immemorially  by  the  common  people 
of  Clydesdale.  Mr  Pinkerton  also  avers  that  the  lan- 
guage of  this  part  of  Scotland  still  retains  something  of 
the  WeUh  accent.  This  is  equally  groundlef*,  ;ior  can 
he  point  out  one  single  instance  of  it ;  and  although  nu- 
merous words  used  in  the  county  are  Gaelic,  yet  none 
are  Welfli,  unlets  in  common  with  the  Gaelic* 

Indeed  Mr  Pinkerton  in  his  edition  of  the  Vita  Sancto^ 
mmScotut^  furnifhes  us  himself  ^^ith  evident  proofs  of  the 
foUacy  of  his  own  averments.  In  the  life  of  St.  Kenti- 
gcm  or  St.  Mungo  of  Glasgow,  who  flouriflied  in  580, 
collected  from  an  old  copy  in  Gaelic,  and  another  in  Latia 
by  Josceline,  about  anno  11 80,  we  learn,  cap.  4,  that 
this  Saint  was  called  •  **  Kyentyren  quod  interpretatur 
"  copitaiis  Dominus^^^  which  is  pure  Gaelic  at  this  day  ; 
and  not  Welch.  His  other  name  of  Munghu  **  f]i\od. 
**  (says  Josceline)  Latine  dicitur  carus  amicus^'*^  is  not 
WeUh  but  more  probably  Gaelic;  thus  Eun  caomh  may 
have  been  spelt  Mungbu,  the  Gaelic  pronounceation  being 
pretty  similar,  the  literal  signification  of  which  is  Dear 

bird 

^Inquiry  Into  the  hist,  of  Scotland,  Vol.  I.  p.  Si. 
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bird;  and  dear  bird,  or  my  bird,  is  still  used  familiarly 
to  a  joung  friend  or  youth,  which  K^ntigem  was  when  he 
received  that  epithet  from  St.  Servanus  fhe  Picti/b  Abbot 
of  Culrols.  In  cap.  xi.  we  learn  that  Glasgow^  formerly 
CutbureSf  was  in  the  Saint^s  time,  from  the  monastery 
therein  situated,  called  **  Descbu^  quod  interpretatur 
«*  carafamiliaV  Neither  is  this  Wellh: — But  the  Gac- 
lie  words  Paisde  caomb^  i.  e.  dear  children  or  family^  have 
nearly  in  that  language  the  sound  of,  and  may  have  been 
spelt  Descbv^  in  that  early  age,  in  the  same  way  that  Dis-^ 
cbu  is  now  pronounced  and  spelt  Glasgow*  And  in  cap. 
zzii.  we  learn  that  the  Burm^  a  Gaelic  word  used  in  this 
county  for  rivulet,  and  at  pres  nt  called  Molendinar^ 
that  runs  by  the  High  Church  of  Glasgow  and  behind 
the  College  garden,  was  called  MolUndonor  in  the  Saint*s 
time.  Now  muilean  is  a  mill  in  Gaelic,  and  dambar 
signifies  water ;  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  lan- 
guage of  Glasgow  in  Kentigern's  time,  was  not  Wel(faf 
but  pure  Gaelic ;  and  that  at  this  early  period  the  Mo« 
lendinor  burn,  as  it  now  does,  drove  a  mill.^ 

Such 

*  We  ibUI,  in  farlhrr  proof,  and  to  illaitrate  the  langoage  of  this  pariA 
mod  county,  adduce  some  words,  amocig  manj  hundreds,  that  might  be 
mentioned,  which  are  pure  Gaelic.  Thus  Binht  a  stone  or  green  sod  or 
scat  before  a  door,  is  pure  Gaelic.  Cromie  a  cow  with  crooked  horns,  also 
a  crooked  stick,  from  Cromadb  bended.  B9dy\  a  clown  or  tilly  person,  Bo- 
iaeh.  Pittcif  a  carbuncle  on  the  face,  Piufain.  Etrack^  *a  chicken,  Fira^« 
5t9€i'im'bTm,  a  pipe  with  a  horn  used  by  the  fliepherds,  from  Stoc  a  pipe. 
JCuMMV*  *  R-abbit,  Coinmin.  Brock,  a  Bad;,er,.  Hroc.  Brat,  a  cover  or  scurf* 
also  a  piece  of  cloth,  Brst, .  To  toom,  empty,  laomnm.  To  ding^  orercome, 
JHngam*  Giar,  puddle  or  filth,  Gaor.  Ingle,  the  fire,  AtngecU.  Gairtawy 
garter,  Gairtaim.  Grosct,  goosebrrrv,  Giotaid.  Cu  ar,  a  guUyhole,  Guitar^ 
BaggU^  a  diQi,  Taiggii.  Inch,  invan  .b!y  uv  t.  u  :  .  i  isl  iJ,  Imnst  or  Iigm's. 
ClacboMy  a  village,  Claeban.  Loch,  a  Lake.  Loch.  Carameile  or  Caparcile^ 
the  orobos  tmbensus,  being  the  lOot  lo  much  used  in  diet  by  the  ancient 

Caledonians 
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Such  being  the  case,  and  as  in  Lanarkfliire  there  are  no 
Welsh  words  in  use,  except  such  as  are  in  common  with 
the  Gaelic,  we  may  ventui^e  to  affirm  that  the  Scratclyde 
kingdom  of  Cumbric  Britons  is  a  mere  dream  ;  and  that 
to  derive  our  proper  names  from  the  Cambric  is  idle, 
lodeed  we  cannot  resort  to  the  Welfli  language  for  the 
etymoa  of  Lanark,  seeing  we  have  a  Lanark  in  Stirling- 
ihire,  where  no  Cumbric  Britons  were  ever  settled  ;  and  a 
Dnim-Lanark  and  Lanarkland  in  Dumfries(hire,  also 
without  the  bounds  of  the  fabulotis  Stratcljde  kingdom. 

Lanark,  or  as  locallj  pronounced  Lanerick,  or  Lande- 
rick,  is  therefore  more  probably  Gaelic.  Lan^  in  Shawns 
dictionary,  signifies  land,  a  house,  repository,  or  a 
church.  Dearc  is  the  Gaelic  for  the  Billberry,  or  Blae- 
berry, so  common  on  high  and  dry  grounds.  Landerick^ 
or  Lan  na  dearca^  appears  therefore  to  denote  the  land, 
Louse,  repository,  or  church  of  the  Billberries.  Lan 
dforcach  signifies  also  Billberry  land  or  repository,  pretty 
descriptive  of  all  the  Lanarks.  But  farther,  Lan  arc 
signifies  a  full  ark,  or  gianary,  and  Lanark  is  spelt  Lan^ 
crc  in  the  old  charters,  so  Lan  arc  may  be  the  true  ety- 
non.  These  etymons,  though  probable,  may  not  be 
just,  yet  are  Icfs  liable  to  objection  than  any  former  one ; 
!:or  would  we  have  dwelt  so  long  upon  this  article,  had 
we  not  wiihed  to  remove  the  mist  attempted  to  be 
thrown,  by  the  author  above-mentioned,  over  the  hisco- 
7  of  Clydesdale. 

All  the  other  names  of  the  parifh  are  Anglo-saxon,  un- 
kii  we  except  Cartlane,  Baronald  or  Baronel,  Nemphlar, 

cinduai 
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Cilriocians,  Carameile^  Salich  and  Savgh^  the  Willow,  SeiUaeh,  Kist,  a 
^■'*'%  rjde,  (the  C  sounding  like  K  in  Gaelic,)  and  Ktstie^  the  diminutive 
V.  K^iit,  Cistag,  lodeed  the  Gaelic  diminutives  are  very  common  in  the 
^ex  paru  of  Clyuesdak;  as  Janfck  f(»r  little  James,  Willock,  Sec' 
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and  Clegfaorn ;  \^hich  last  plaoe  maj  have  been  the  Crou^ 
sindum  of  Baxter's  Glofsarium  Antiqnitat.  Brit,  as  not 
only  the  Roman  road  paiaes  bj  ic,  but  the  reiaaiiis  of 
a  Roman  station  are  still  evident  im  one  of  the  parka  to  the 
East  of  Clcghom  house. 

The  station  or  camp  at  Cleghom,  General  Roj  thinks 
was  the  work  of  Agricola.  It  measi^es  600  yards  in 
length  by  420  in  breadth,  capable  of  containing  two  Ro- 
man legions  on  the  Polybian  establifhment,  or  10,500 
men  ;  or  it  would  hold  one  legion  with  its  auxiliaries  on.  a 
much  higher  establifhment.  Near  the  S.  W.  angle  of 
this  camp«  there  is  a  small  post  or  redoubt,  that  seems 
either  to  have  joined  to  the  camp  itself,  or  to  have  been 
connected  with  it  by  means  of  a  line. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Moufs  from  Cleghorn,  and 
in  Lanark-moor,  was  situated  another  small  exploratory 
camp  of  the  Romans  ;  and,  within  about  a  mile  of  it^ 
there  is  another  of  a  later  construction  at  Castle-dykes^  in 
the  partih  of  Carstairs,  through  which  runs  the  great 
Ronuin  road  from  Lugballum,  or  Carlisle,  to  the  wall  of 
Antoninus.*  The  Roman  road  from  Castle-dykes  runs 
through  part  of  Lanark-moor,  thence  pafses  the  river 
Moufs  a  little  to  the  Eastward  of  Cleghorn-bridge,  hence 
it  goes  through  the  inclosures  of  Cleghorni  leaving  A. 
gricola's  camp  on  the  righty  and  so  on  by  Colly.law»  Kill* 

cadzoiHT^ 

*  Genenil  Roy  tells  us  that  nesr  the  kirkof  Carttairt  sone  remaias  of  &batli 
and  ether  antiquities  have  been  found  ;  so  that  Carstairs  may  be  the  CoreUt  of 
Ptolemy;  and  the  Castledykes  the  Cor/of/torof  the  Geographer  of  Ravenna. 
At  the  latter  place  Roman  bricks  and  coins  hate  frequently  been  du^  np. 
The  late  Sir  George  Lockhart  was  pofselsed  of  some  of  those  coins,  partlcu* 
larly  a  beautiful  silver  one  of  Nero*s;  and  within  these  few  years  a  consi- 
derable  number,  mostly  of  Adrian,  were  discovered,  the  bulk  of  whicH 
I  believe  are  sow  with  tht  Antiquarian  Society.  One  of  them  b  in  m  ▼ 
pofieiiiOQ. 
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<idxow,  Coldstream  aad  Zuilfliields,  to'  Balstane  near 
Cadoke,  bearing  the  name  of  Watlinjg-stree.t,  or  rather 
Biggar^road ;  .and  from  thence  to  the  wall. 

About  a  mile  North  of  '  Lanark,  and  upon  the  ver j 
brink  of  Cartlane  rocks,  on  the  North  of  the  Moufs,  are 
the  Testiges  of  an  old  stronghold,  called  by  some  Castle- 
djkes,  and  bj  others  the  castle  of  the  ^aw.  Perhaps 
from  the  Gaelic  Vaidb^  a  cave^  in  allusion  to  the  caves 
or  strange  artificial  archways  afterwards  to  be  noticed* 
There  are  stiH  evident  traces  of  a  wide,  or  rather  a 
ioahle  ditch  on  the  land  side,  which  incloses  about  half 
I  rood  of  ground,  and  on  the  side  next  to  the  river  is  a 
precipice  upwards  of  aoo  feet  of  perpendicular  height. 
The  well  was  very  evident  about  40  years  ago,  but 
is  since  filled  up.  There  are  at  present  no  remains  of 
aoj  building,  excepting  some  slight  traces  like  a  foun- 
jatioo,  and  some  artificial  caves  or  arched  ways  of  a 
Tery  singular  .construction :  one  of  them,  which  I 
saw  opened,  was  about  7  or  8  feet  in  length,  and  4  feet 
wide,  running  in  a  bending  direction  towards  the  center 
of  the  inclosure  from  the  brink  of  the  rock;  the  height 
ihont  3}  feet;  This  archway  was  composed  of  huge 
blocks  of  freestone,  rude  and  unpolifhed,  intermixt  with 
the  commcm  moorstone  of  the  country.  It  was  nojt 
arched  at  top  ;  but  the  stones  laid  horizontally  one  above 
another,  still  approaching  nearer  and  nearer,  till  the  sides 
brmed  a  junction,  and  united  at  the  top.  In  the  bottom  of 
the  archway  was  a  fat  black  earth  intermixed  witht  some 
bones  in  the  state  of  afhes.  Several  other  archways,  or  ho^ea 
like  the  above,  running  in  different  directions,  still  exist, 
aldioagh  not  hitherto  explored.  The  most  remarkable 
thing  attending  these  vestiges  is,  that  no  lime  or  mortar, 
nor  the  smallest  appearance  of  lime  rubbifh  h  to  be  found 

among 
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among  the  i;uins  ;  so   must  have  been  erected  before  the 
introduction  of  mortar  by  the  Romans. 

Arthur^s  Oven,  a  Roman  work,  was  no  doubt  built 
without  mortar;  but  this  castle,  if  a  heap  of  narrow  arch- 
ways can  be  ca^ed  so,  seems  bj  no  means  a  Roman  work, 
as  no  too],  nor  the  smallest  art,  has  been  used  upon  the 
freestone  employed  in  it.  I  see  by  the  Statistical  Account, 
that  subterraneous  buildings  of  a  similar  kiod  have  been 
discovered  in  the  parifhesof  Applccrofs  (vol.  iii.  p.  378.) 
and  Tealing  (vol.  iv,  p.  toi.);  and  as  last  autumn, 
there  was  discovered  inLesmahago  parifli,  near  the  fall  of 
Stonebyres,  at  a  place  called  Cairny  Castle,  similar  arch- 
ways, in  which  were  found  two  querns,  or  hand-mills  for 
grinding  com,  amongst  deers  horns  and  bones  of  animals, 
I  am  led  to  believe  that  those  archways  and  subterraneous 
pafsages  were  the  temporary  abodes  of  tlie  ancient  Bri- 
tons ;  that  no  stone  building  was  erected  above  them,  but, 
if  any,  only  temporary  wooden  huts,  from  which,  in 
case  of  being  set  on  fire  by  an  enemy,  the  inhabitants 
might  escape  through  the  subteranneous  pafsages,  or 
secupe  themselves  in  them  by  covering  their  narrow 
mouths  with  stones.  Indeed  it  would  seem  that  Gildas 
had  such  strange  and  foz-like  habitations  in  his  eye, 
when  he  wrote  of  the  third  vastation  of  the  Scots  and 
Picts,  (anno  4^8.)  as  he  brings  them,  •*  De  arcti/si» 
**  mis  foraminum  cavernicuiis^  fusci,  vermiculorum,  cu- 
**  nei,  &c.* 

It 

*  The  next  piece  of  antiquity  is  the  Castlchill,  clofs  by,  and  on  the  S. 
W.  side  of  Lanark.  It  has  the  appearance  of  an  aftificial  moant;  and  per- 
haps  was  originally  fortified  by  the  Romans,  as  General  Roy  makes  mention 
of  a  fine  silver  Faustina  that  was  found  here.  Upon  this  hill  there  former- 
ly stood  a  castle,  which  tradition  ascribes  to  David  I.  The  charter  by  Wil- 
iism  the  Lion  in  favour  of  the  town  of  Ayr,  is  dated  from  this  castle,  or  at 

Lanark, 
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le  does  not  appear  when,  or  by  whom,  the  old  parochial 
chmcch  of  Lanark,  now  in  ruins,  which  stands  about  a 
qoarter  of  a  mile  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  town,  was  erected.  It 
hasbtcfi  an  elegant  Gothic  building  of  hewn  stone,  divid- 
ed in  the  middle,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  by  a  wall  sup-* 
ported  upon  pillars,  forming  5  or  6  fine  arches :  and  a« 
roand  it,  is  the  burial  ground  and  cemetery  of  the  town 
and  parilh.  This  church  appears  from  Blind  Harry's 
History  of  Sir  William  Wallace,  to  have  been  the  only 
church  of  the  town  in  his  days.  Thus  ad  ann*  1997,  ^^ 
makes  mention  of  Wallace  pafsing 

••  On  from  the  kirk  that  was  without  the  town^ 
There  is  a  charter,  noted  in  the  general  Index  of  charters, 
in  the  Signet  oiEce,  "  Williclmo  Clerkson  Gapellano  mo- 
"  derao  ad  altare  gloriosifsimae  Virginis  Marise,  infra 
**  ecclesiam  parochialem  de  Lanark."  Granted  by  James 
lY.  and  dated  at  Lanark  iSth  October  1500. 

The  monastery  of  Franciscans,  or  Grey  Friars,  founded 
here  by  Robert  I.  in  1314,  was  situated  to  the  West  of 
the  present  parochial  church.  In  the  burial  ground  belong* 
ingtoit,  still  called  the  Friar's  yards,  there  lately  existed  a 
beautiful  conical  hill  or  tumulus^  which  has  been  recently 

taken 

Lanark,  anno  1197;  and  there  are  still  in  its  nei,^hboitrhoo<l  places  called 
Kn^soas  know,  Kingsom  stane,  and  Kington i  mojt,  which  favour  the  tradi- 
tion of  its  having  been  a  royal  residence.  1  hat  it  belonged  to  the  cvown, 
ippcan  from  the  negotiation  between  John  Baliol  and  Philip  of  France  in 
1298,  where  Philip  agrees  to  give  hjs  niece,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Dokc 
of  Anjott,  in  marriage  to  the  son  and  heir  of  Baliol :  and  in  security  of  th« 
lady's  jointure,  which  was  1500!.  sterling  a  year,  BaUol  mortgaged  his  e$- 
titej  in  France,  and  some  of  the  crown  lands  in 'Scotland,  viz.  the  Castle  and 
CaitcU-ny  of  Lanark,  Kadzow,  Maulsley,  fitc.  This  castle  was  frequently 
ii»  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  during  the  x  3th  century,  and  I  have  seen  several 
coiai  of  the  first  Edward  that  were  found  here.  A  bowling  green  is  now 
ertcted  upon  the  site  of  the  Castle. 
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.taktn  down  on  building  the  new  Inn,  in  which  a  great 
number  of  human  bonei  was  discorered,  particularij  % 
human  scull  of  a  remarkable  large  size. 

A  general  chapter  of  all  the  Grey-Friars  of  the  king« 
dom  was  held  at  this  mooasterj  i  cth  July  K490  ;  where 
the  Wardens  capitularj  being  afseoibledv  they  confirmed 
an  indenture  made  between  the  Lady  Beatrice  Douglas^ 
iCountefs  of  Errol,  and  the  Grey-Friars  of  Dundee,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  put  in  execution.* 

There  wa9  also  in  Lanark,  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St» 
13'icholaS|  but  where  situated  I  do  not  know.  Meittion  ia 
made  of  it  in  a  charter  granted  by  James  1 V.  V  Steph* 
V  ano  Lockhart,  de  loco  de  Clydesholme,  et  de  cymbii 
f'  super  aquam  de-  Clyde,  mortificat.  Capellano  ad  al* 
f*  tare  Sanctae  Kathariaae  fundat.  in  capella  Sti.  Nicolai 
*'  de  Lanark,'^  dated  7th  March  1491. 

About  half  a  mile  to  th^e  Eastward  of  the  town  are  the 
ruins  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Leonard's,  probablj  founded 
by  Robert  L  In  1393.  Sir  John  DaUell,  a  predeccfsor  of 
the  Earl  of  Carnwath*  obtainefl  from  Robert  111.  %o  him* 
self  in  liferent,  and  to  Walter  Dalzell  his  son  in  fee,  the 
whole  revenue  belonging  to  St.  Leonard's  hospital  withiii 
the  burgh  of  Lanark,   upon  condition  that  he  and  his 

heir, 

•  The  purport  of  the  Indeiitare,  which  it  dated  in  1481,  is  at  follows  :  Im 
|he  year  preceding  the  date  of  ihe  indenture,  provisions  being  very  dear,  the 
Grey-friars  of  Dundee  not  haring  wherewithal!  to  maintain  themselves. 
were  obliged  to  pledge  their  books,  cups  and  utensils.  The  Countefs  com- 
miserating them,  gave  them  100 1.  Scots  or  j^.  8  :6:  S  Sterling  to  support 
them  in  their  extremities,  and  to  enable  them  tp  repair  their  monaatery  ; 
mod  in  xetum  the  Friary  obliged  themselves  and  their  succeftors  to  ce« 
lebrate  daily  at  the  grett  altar  a  mais,  tatbmifsa  voce,  vti  eum  mota,  which 
inafs  was  called  mi/sa  Domini  pro  amn«  ilictae  Beatricis  (Comitifsse,)  ac  pro 
animabus^WtlUelmi,olim  sponst  sui,  et  Wiilieimi  com.  de  Errol,  fil.  ejus,  ficc, 
and  if  the  Counteis  Ihould,  as  (he  designed,  build  an  altar  within  the  church 
•f  the  three  kiogs  at  CuUen,  then  the  mait  Ihould  be  said  at  that  altar,  &c. 
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betry  fliall  provide  a  qaalified  person  to  celebrate  3  mafsea 
ooce  ever/  gcven  years  for  the  salvation  of  Robert  III. 
Aaabella  his  Queen,  and  all  their  children /eir  evtr^ 
The  ruins  of  this  hospital  have  lately  been  dug  up  and 
plowed.  Some  human  bones,  carved  stones,  and  an  urn, 
was  discovered  among  them.  The  Hospital  lands  now 
belong  to  the  Burrow,  and  are  held  by  them  of  the  fa« 
mily  of  Carnwath,  for  payment  of  20  merks  annually, 
which,  by  the  charter,  is  declared  to  be  for  the  use  of 
the  poor. 

Agricukurt.  The  land  rises  from  the  town  in  a 
gende  ascent  to  the  East,  and  consists  of  a  light  dry 
soil,  upon  a  gravelly  bottom,  with  a  few  acres  of  mofs  in 
the  common  which  lyes  to  the  East  of  the  town. 
There  is  a  considerable  declivity  from  the  town  upon 
the  Sooth,  West  and  North,  to  the  rivers  of  Clyde 
and  Moufs,  and  an  acclivity  from  those  rivers.  The 
soil  here  is  partly  loam  upon  a  rocky  bottom,  and  partly 
day. 

The  Burrow  lands  consist  of  above  6co  acres  of  fine 
rich  loam,  exclusive  of  the  common.  These  are  in  ge- 
neral the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh,  few 
of  whom  pofsefs  more  than  a  or  3  acres,  are  mostly  unin« 
closed,  and  when  rented,  generally  yield  from  a  1.  to  3 1. 
the  acre.  Burrow  acres  sell  at  from  50  1.  to  70  L  the 
acre*  Preceding  the  year  1750,  the  burrow  acres  were 
kept  in  constant  tillage,  under  a  rotation  of  bear,  oats  and 
pease  ;  each  burgefs  kept  one  or  two  coiii^s,  and  some  of 
them  a  horse  or  two,  which  pastured  promiscuously  up- 
on the  common  in  summer,  and  upon  the  burrow  croft 
stubble  in  winter.  Since  that  period,  potatoes  have  been 
introduced  instead  of  the  pease  cropi    and  have  been 

planted 
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planted  in  great  quantities,  being  reckoned  a  more  bene- 
ficial crop  than  pease.  Thej  are  generally  planted,  a-> 
bout  4  bolls  to  an  acre,  with  a  dibber  ;  and  are  three  or 
four  times  hand-hoed  during  the  summer.  Each  acre  pro- 
duces from  60  to  100  bolls  Linlithgow  barley  measure^ 
ivithout  dung,  which  is  here  seldom  or  never  applied  to 
the  potatoe  crop,  as  they  are  found  to  be  much  drier,  and 
supposed  more  wholesome  without  it.  Many  people 
however  have  observed  that  the  repeated  culture  orpo- 
tatoes  is  injurious  to  the  soil :  and  that  the  burrow  lands 
1^0  not  now  bear  such  quantities  of  good  oats  and  barlejr 
as  formerly. 

Some  time  ago  winter  herdin;;  upon  the  common  was 
adopted  here,  and  since  that  happy  period,  clover  and  rye- 
grafs  have  been  introduced  in  considerable  quantities^ 
and  the  inhabitants  now  find  it  more  for  their  advantage  to 
feather  their  cows  upon  their  grafs  fields  than  to  send  them 
to  the  common.  An  acre  of  sown  teathering  grafs  has 
been  known  to  let  »s  high  as  5I. 

The  lands  of  the  out  parifli,  till  within  these  3«  years, 
tpere  generally  let  in  small  farms  for  19  years,  the  rents 
paid  in  victual,  and  the  iabour  performed  by  the  tenant 
and  his  own  family.  The  mode  of  agriculture  was  that 
of  keeping  a  few  acres  adjoining  (p-  their  houses  in  con- 
stant tillafre,  upon  which  all  the  dung  of  the  farm  was 
laid  i  and  the  outfuids  were  kept  alternately  for  three 
years  in  oats,  and  threv-  ears  in  pasture  Each  farm  kept 
4  horses,  and  a  few  milk  cows,  the  produce  of  which 
was  entirely  consumed  in  the  family;  a  few  colts  and 
young  cows  were  also  reared,  the  sale  of  which  furnithed. 
the  farmer  with  what  little  money  was  needtd 

Since  that  period,  the  victuil  rents  have  bien  aboliOiedy 
and  a  spirit  of  industry  and  imorovemrnt  has  diffused  it^ 
3clf  over  the  pariQi,     About  23  years  ago,    a   few  farms 

were 
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^m  let  in  tack  for  38  years,  with  some  little  encourage- 
ment towards  inclosing  :  Some  of  these  have  been  inclos- 
ed partly  with  stone  fences,  and  partly  with  ditch  apd 
hedge,  and  kept  in  a  fencible  condition.  Dung  is  now 
applied  to  the  omfields,  and  a  regular  rotation  of  crops 
carried  on  over  all  the  farm.  The  most  approved  rota- 
tion setrms  to  be  oats  from  lea ;  a  green  crop  of  pease, 
toroips,  or  potatoes ;  barley  sown  with  grafi  seeds  ;  two 
crops  of  hay,  and  three  in  pasture.  By  this  mode  the 
dang  is  equally  distributed  over  all  the  farm,  and  the 
land  kept  in  good  condition,  being  dunged  once  in  eight 
yean. 

Some  years  ago,  a  considerable  quantity  of  oat-meal 
was  yearly  carried  from  this  parifli  to  the  Glasgow 
market ;  bnt  now«  since  the  introduction  of  cotton  ma- 
nafactures,  it  is  all  consumed  at  home  ;  and  frequently 
Irifh  meal  is  sent  up  from  Glasgow  to  supply  the  demand 
at  the  cotton  mills  ;  nor  is  this  parifli  any  longer  able  to 
maint/tin  itself.  Oat- meal  sells  generally  at  a  penny  a- 
peck  higher  than  either  at  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow;  a  cir- 
cumstance that  ought  to  encourage  the  agriculture  of  the 
parifli,  and  stimulate  proprietors  in  this  and  the  neigh- 
booring  parilhes,  to  bring  their  waste  and  moor  grounds 
nnder  cultivation. 

The  Scotch  plough  drawn  by  3  or  4  horses  ;.  the  com- 
mon harrow  of  4  bulls  and  20  iron  teeth ;  the  roller,  and 
single  horse  carts,  are  the  most  general  implementd  of 
husbandry  here.  A  few  light  ploughs,  made  in  the  pariik 
upon  SmalTs  model,  are  also  in  u^e  ;  and  two  harrows  of 
3  bolls  each,  with  long  teeth  joined  together  by  a  hinge  ia 
the  middle,  and  two  chains  at  the  end,  arc  used  with  ef- 
fect. 
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feet,  in  re.ducing  rough  land.  Tbej  likewise  uic  two 
light  harrows  for  grafs  seeds.  Mr  Honjman  cniploys 
two  oxen  and  two  horses  in  breaking  up  his  moor 
grounds  j  but  no  oxen  are  used  any  where  else  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  excepting  at  Bonniton,  although  the  saving  of  oats 
ought  greatly  to  encourage  them  in  a  pariih  where  oat- 
meal gives  so  high  a  price. 

Lime  is  in  pretty  general  use  as  a  manure*;  where  it 
has  not  been  too  frequently  applied,  it  produces  fine 
crops ;  but  where  the  laud  has  been  often  limed,  it  is 
found  to  succeed  best  when  made  up  into  compost  dung- 
hills,  and  when  led  out  in  harvest  and  laid  upon  lea 
grounds,  it  is  attended  with  great  advantage.  Xhere  is 
some  very  good  marie  in  the  estate  of  fionnitoii,  but  at 
present  it  is  npt  dug  out  for  sale. 

There  is  very  little  wheat  sown  in  the  parifh,  either 
owing  to  the  want  of  a  flour  mill,  the  scarcity  of  inclo* 
sures,  or  the  high  situation  of  the  di>trict.  Some  years 
ago,  several  acres  were  annually  sown  with  flax,  which 
yielded  from  24  to  40  stones  per  acre;  but  the  trouble  at- 
tending the  difFtri  ent  operations,  and  the  distance  from  wa- 
tering places,  prevent  it  from  being  sown  in  quan- 
tities ;  so  that  the  general  crops  in  Ube  are  barley^ 
oats,  potatoes,  pease,  and  rye  grafs  and  clover. 

Turnips,  though  a  most  profitable  crop,  are  by  no  means 
in  common  usb.  When  the  old  crofts  are  laid  out  in  pas- 
ture for  milk  cows,  great  quantities  of  butter  and  cheese 
are  made  ;  and  the  produce  of  each  cow,  under  proper 
management,  yields  from  4I.  to  61.  sterling  annually. 

Oats  and  pease  are  sown  from  the  firsl^  of  March 
to   the   middle   of  April,  potatoes  from  the  middle  of  A- 

pril 

*  The  price  of  a  full  heaped  kiln  of  Hire  is  36  fhilUngs;  and  it  gene- 
rally yields  from  ^\o  1%  tlogle  hprse  carti  of  (bells. 
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pril  to  the  second  week  of  Maj,  and  barlej  from  the 
first  to  the  end  of  May.  In  common  seasons,  harvest 
bcgias  about  the  first  of  September,  and  ends  about  the 
niddle  of  October.  Even  in  the  year  1782,  there  was 
little  or  none  to  cut  down  after  the  first  of  November, 
and  the  crop  for  the  most  part  was  got  in.  Harvest  179a 
was  almost  equally  late,  and  the  crop  as  unproductive. 
The  great  rains  prevented  the  corns  from  ripening,  oc- 
casioned their  running  to  straw  and  lodging,  by  which 
the  grain  did  not  fill ;  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to 
scad  two  bolls  of  oats  to  the  mill,  and  get  only  one  boll 
of  meal  in  return,  although  in  ordinary  seasons  and  in 
ordinary  land  we  have  generally  boll  for  boll.* 

Climate  and  Diseases,  This  parilb,  from  its  high,  dry, 
and  airy  situation,  is  perhaps  as  healthy  a  one  as  in  Scot- 
hcd.  Being  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  island,  it  is 
eqaally  free  from  the  Eastern  fogs  and  the  violence  of  the 
Western  rains,  so  that  the  air  is  always  pure  and  clear. 
The  climate,  although  drier  than  about  Glasgow,  or  even 
Hamilton,  is  certainly  somewhat  wcttt*r  than  about  Edin- 
burgh, but  is  more  than  cohipensatcd  by  the  absence 
of  the  Eastern  fogs,  so  disagreeable  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  city.  Spring  droughts  frequently  retard  the  crops 
very  considcrabl}',  and  sometime^  spring  frosts.  Hea- 
vy rains  m  July  and  August,  which  are  pretty  common 
here,  have  a  birailar  effect  in  keeping  back  the  harvest  ; 
hut  in   general   the  crops  are  earlier  than  in  the  ne  gh« 

bouring 

*  AU  pUnts  and  vegetables  common  to  Scotland  arc  to  be  found  here. 
HjC  sycamore,  I'/// ^0  the  plane  tree,  seemi  here  to  bt  indigenous,  and  grows 
laong  the  natural  woods,  sa  do  the  hoLij  and  barberry.  There  are  few  or 
nihtepk-pt  is  th:s  pariih. 


70  Statistical  account 

bouring   pariflies,  and  even    more   so   than    those  Ijtng 
much  lower  and  farther  down  the  Cljde. 

In  Autumn  fevers  and  fluxes  are  pretty  frequent,  which 
have  been  imputed  to  living  too  much  upon  potatoes  ^ 
but  there  is  no  disease  peculiar  to  the  ptiri(h.  The  in- 
habitants are  in  general  stout  and  heilthy,  and  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  meet  with  ptropie  walkiig  ab  >ut,  nay 
even  working,  at  the  age  of  80.  Two  or  three  have  died, 
within  these  few  jears,  aged  above  90  ;  one  of  them,  a. 
blacksmith,  died  at  the  age  of  97  ;  but  I  do  not  at  present 
recollect  of  anj  person  who  ever  reached  his  hundredth 
year. 

Natural  Curiosities ^  and  Romantic  Scenery.  This  pa- 
rifli  contains  as  much  curious,  romantic,  and  varied  sce- 
nery, as  any  in  Scotland.  The  falls  ol  Clyde  principally 
interest  the  stranger,  and  we  fliall  begin  with  the  upper- 
most one,  although  to  come  at  it,  we  are  oblige.!  to  p&fs 
the  second  fall,  or  Corra  Lin.  The  upp*  rmos'  one  is  some- 
what above  ^\  miles  from  Lanark,  and  from  the  estate 
in  which  it  is  situated  is  called  the  Bonniton  Fall  or  Lin.  * 
From  Bonniton  house,  a  very  neat  and  elegant  modem 
buih'ing,  you  arrive  at  the  Lin,  by  a  most  romantic ualk, 
along  the  Clyde,  leaving  the  pavilion  and  Corra  Lin  upon 
your  right  hand.  At  some  little  distante  from  the  fall, 
the  walk,  jeading  to  a  rock  tiiat  juts  out  and  ov  rhangs 
the  river,  brings  you  all  at  on^e  within  Sightof  this  bciuti- 
ful  shvct  of  water  ;  but  no  stranger  rests  sadsfiei 
with  this  view  ;  he  ^tlll  prefses  onwHrds  along  the  wilk, 
till  Irom  the  rock  immediately  above  the  Lin,  he  sees  the 

whole 

♦  The  word  Lin  has  not  hitherto  been  explained  by  any  writer.  It  isna 
•ther  than  the  Gaelic  %%oiJ  Lev;//,  i.  c.  lc?p  or  i\tX\f  differently  spelt  and 
\  Moouncca. 
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whole  body  of  the  river  precipitate  itself  into  the  chasm' 
bdow.  Tho  rock  over  which  it  falls  is  upwards  of  12? 
fctt  of  perpendicular  height,  from  which  the  Clyde- 
makes  one  precipitate  tumble,  or  leap,  into  a  hoUovr 
den;  whence  some  of  it  again  recoils  in  froth,  and  smok- 
ing mist.  Above,  the  river  exhibits  a  broad,  expanded, 
and  placid  appearance,  beautifully  environed  with  plan* 
ntioQs  of  forest  trees.  This  appearance  is*  suddenly 
changed  at  the  fall :  and,  below  it,  the  river  is  narrow^ 
contracted,  and  angrily  boils  and  thunders,  among^rock» 
aod  precipices.  '    ^ 

The  same  beautiful  and  romantic    walk  conducts  yoti 
back  again,  along  the  precipice  that  overhangs  the  river, 
Wh  sides  of  which  are  environed  by  mural  rocks,  equidis- 
tant and  regular,  forming,  as  Mr  Pennant  exprefses  it,  a 
**  Hufenduous    natural  masonry  y*'    from   whose    crevices 
choughs, daws  and  other  wild  birds,  are  iricefsantly  spring* 
ing.    You  descend  along  the  river  for  about  half  a  mile, 
till  JOB  arrive  at  the  Corra  Lin,  so  called  from  an  oldcas* 
tie  and  estate  upon   the  opposite  bank.     jThe   old  castle 
of  Corra,  overhanging   a   high   rock    that  overlooks  the 
611,  with   Corra  house,  aid  the   rocky  and   woody  banks 
of  the  Clyde,  form  of  themselves  a  beautiful  and  grand 
(9iif  d^oeil'j  but  nothing  can  equal  the  striking  and  stu- 
penduotts  appearance  of  the  fall  itself,  which  when  view* 
ed  from  any  of  the  different    seats    placed  here  and  there 
slong  the  walks,  must   fill  every  unaccustomed  beholder 
with  awe  and  astoniihment.     The  tremenduous  rocks  a- 
nwnd,  the  old  castle  upon  the  opposite  bank,  a  corn  mill 
in  the  rock  below,  the  furious  and  impatient  stream  foam- 
^t  over  the  r  ick,  the  horrid  chasm  and  abyfs  underneath, 
joar  feet,  heightened  by  the  hollow  murmur  of  the  wa* 
ter  aod  the  screams  of  wild  birds,  form  at  once  a  spectacle 

both 
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both  tremenduciis  and  pleasing.  A  summer-house  or  pa* 
\'^tllion  is  situated  over  a  high  rocky  bank,  that  overlooks 
the  Lin,  built  by  Sir  James  Carmijhael  of  BonnitOQ  in 
1708.  From  its  upptrmost  room  it  affords  a  very  strike 
ing  prospect  of  the  fall,  for  all  at  once,  on  throwing  your 
eyes  towards  a  mirror,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  rooai 
from  the  fall,  jou  see  the  whole  tremendous  catlracC 
pouring  as  it  were  upon  your  head.  The  Corra  Liu,  by 
a  lade  measurement,  is  found  to  be  84  feet  in  height.  The 
river  does  not  rulh  over  in  one  uniform  {heet  like  the 
BonnitoaLin,  but  in  three  different,  though  almost  imper- 
ceptible, prtcipi^ritc  leaps.  On  the  southern  bank,  and 
Avhen  the  sun  iluucs,  a  r<iiiibow  is  perpetually  seen  form- 
ing itself  upon  the  mii^t  and  fogs,  arising  from  the  violent 
daQiing  of  the  waters. 

The  next  curiosity,  on  descending  the  Clyde,  that  at- 
tracts the  stranger,  ii  New  Lanark,  or  the  cotton  mills. 
The  situation  of  this  village  is  at  tite  western  extremity 
of  the  Bonniton  frrcund  in  a  low  den,  and  within  vievr 
of  another  b^nuti'iil  and  romantic  fall  called  Dundaff  Lin» 
sionifying  i«»  Giielic  hi  tick  castle  Uap\  and  no  doubt  for- 
merly some  fiirtrt-fs  has  been  situated  hereabouts,  al- 
though no  tr:ict's  now  rcnain,  excepting  in  tradition  ; 
which  still  poii'.ia  out  a  rock  called  Vallacc's  Chair,  where 
that  patriot  is  siiid  to  have  concealed  himself  from  the 
Englifli*  *  li'  ^  '^11  i^  about  3  or  4  ft;ct  high,  and  treats 
have  been  ch  ,  i  vt-d  to  ->prino  up  and  gain  the  top  of  it 
•with  ease.  Ti.is  fall,  tlic  vil'aoc.  four  lofty  cotton  mills, 
and  their  bur.y  inhalvtant-,,  iigtchcr  with  the  wild  and 
woody  scenery  around,  mu-.t  at-ract  the  notice  of  every 
stranger.  Below  ihejc  j.ie  the  rr.mantic  rocks  and  wo^di 
of  Braxfield,  the  seat  of  (he  prcsci-i  Loid  Justice  Clerk, 
who  iiifiucactd  alone  by  the  good  ot  his  country,  very 

fraukly 
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franklj  feued  the  aire  of  the  village  and  cotton  mills  to 
ihe  beneTolent  Mr  David  Dale,  at  a  very  moderate  feu- 
duty. 

The  next  fall  of  consrquence  is  the  Stonebjres  Lin,  si- 
tuated about  si  miles  below  the  Corra  Lin.  It  is  so  cal- 
led from  the  neighbouring  estate  ot  Stonebyrcs,  belonging 
to  Daniel  Vere  Esq  ;  but  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the 
&n,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  have  lately  been  feoed 
cr  purchased  by  Mr  Dale.  This  cataract,  which  is  about 
eighty  feet  in  height,  is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  the  salmon,  as 
fione  can  pofsibly  get  above  it,  although  their  endeavours, 
in  the  spawning  season,  are  incefsant  and  amusing.  It  is 
eqaadly  romantic  with  the  others  ;  and  like  the  Corra  Lin, 
has  three  distinct,  but  almost  precipitate  falls.  Wild  rug- 
yA  rocks  are  equally  visible  here,  and  they  are  equally 
fringed  with  wood  ;  the  trees  however  are  by  no  means 
so  tall  and  stately,  being  composed  of  coppice  wood.  Sal- 
moo,  pars  (samlets,)  horse  muscle,  or  the  pearl  oyster* 
thoogh' numerous  below,  are  never  seen  above  this  fall. 

The  next  piece  of  natural  cariosity  is  Cartlane  Craigs, 
upon  the  river  Moofs,  which  enters  CI;  de  about  a  mile  be- 
low the  town  of  Lanark.  This  is  a  curious  and  romantic 
deo,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  bounded  oti  ei. 
thcr  side  by  a  reef  of  lofty  precipitous  and  rugged 
recks,  which  are  fringed  with  coppice  wood  on  the 
north  side,  and  with  coppice  wood  and  thriving  plsnta- 
tior.s  on  the  south.  The  rocky  bank  on  the  north 
side  19  about  400  feet  in  height,  and  it  is  not  much 
lowernpon  the  fouth  side*  Both  banks  are  finely  varied 
with  the  different  appearances  of  rock,  wood  and  preci- 
pice. At  the  bottom  runs  the  river  Moufs,  which  scarce- 
ly leaves  room  for  the  lonely  traveller  to  travers<;  the 
icD-)  however,  here  the  celebrated  botanist,  Mr  Lightfoot^ 
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clambered  in  search  of  plants,  and  dUcorered  some  rare 
'  .and  uncommon  ones,  as  maj  be  seen  in  his  Flora  Scot  tea. 
At  every  reach  of  the  Moufs,  of  which  there  are  many, 
the  acenerjr  varies,  and  wherever  jou  find  a  prominent 
Tock  upon  the  one  side,  jou  are  sure  to  meet  with  a  regular 
recefs  on  the  other.  Caverns  in  the  rocks  are  here  and 
there  observahle,  but  none  of  them  worthy  of  any  parti- 
cular description.  One,  still  called  Wallace^s  cove,  tra- 
dition tells  us,  was  the  hiding  hole  of  that  patriot.  An-> 
other  equally  trifling,  but  which  bears  evident  marks  o£ 
the  chifsel,  is  said  to  have  been  the  abode  of  a  hermit  ia 
former  times,  but  must  have  been  a  miserable  habitation, 
hardly  affording  room  to  lye  down  in.  Considerable  veins 
fiiihc  sputum  ponder  osum  run  through  these  rocks  ;  but 
no  other  mineral  has  hitherto  been  traced  in  this  dreary  den 
of  foxes,  badgers  and  wild  birds.  It  is  somewhat  singular 
how  the  Moufs,  instead  of  following  its  direct  course,  by 
Saronald  house,  where  the  ground  is  lower  and  unob- 
structed by  rocks,  ihould  have  penetrated  the  high  hill  of 
Cartlane,  and  formed  a  bed  through  solid  rock.  It  seems 
presumable  that  this  vast  chasm  has  originally  been 
formed  by  some  earthquake,  which,  rending  the  rocks,  aU 
4owed  the  water  to  pais  that  way. 

Lakes^  orchards^  and  mineral  springs.  There  is  only 
one  lake  of  anj  consequence  in  the  pariih,  which  is.  on 
thefinnniton  estate,  and  upon  which  there  is  a  bleachfield, 
particularly  famous  for  bleaching  threed.  It  is  called 
Lang  Locb^  although  hardly  500  feet  in  length  ;  and  con« 
tains  both  Pike  and  Perch. 

There  are  no  Orchards  of  any  consequence  excepting  a- 
bout  Holmfoot,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parifli.  Small  ones 
have  been  lately  planted  at  Gastlebank,  and  at  Baronald  in 
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the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  which  thrive  tolerablf 
well ;  bat  in  general  the  fruit  does  not  succeed  so  well  in 
the  hi^rher  parts  of  this  parifh,  owing  to  the  great  eleva- 
tion. Small  fruit,  however,^  such  as  gooseberries,  yield 
considerable  returns,  and  I  have  known  some  cultivators 
of  them  draw  from  20  L  to  25  1.  for  a  crop,  independent  of 
other  vegetables  growing  among  them.  Wild  fruits  are 
here  in  great  abundance,  such  as  crab  apples,  haxel  nuts, 
geens,  bird*cherry  called  here  hagberry,  rasp-berries.  Roe-* 
bttck-berries,  and  strawberries,  &c.  The  fruit  of  the 
Urd-chcrrj,  (^prunus padus),  or  the  bark  in  winter,  is  au 
excellent  astringent,  and  a  specific  in  Diarrhoeas  and  flaxes. 
The  disease  common  to  cows  in  some  pastures,  called  the 
soor-t//,  is  cured  bjr  it,  of  which  I  have  been  afsured  bj 
ao  excellent  surgeon  now  deceased.  The  Rubus  Saxatilis^ 
snd  Rmbus  cbamamorus^  are  to  be  found  along  the  rocks  of 
Cleghom  wood,  and  at  Bonniton,  by  the  tails. 

There  are  no  mineral  waters  in  the  pariih  other  than 
the  commoQ  chalybeate  springs,  which  are  found  almost 
everywhere  in  Scotland. 

Roadt;  Bridges^  and  Improvements^  already  made  or 
frofoied.  The  distance  to  Edinburgh  is  about  30  miles  ; 
and  a  most  excellent  turnpike  road  was  made  some  years 
ago  to  that  metropolis. 

The  present  road  to  Glasgow,  which  is  24  miles  from 
Lanark,  is  in  bad  repair  4  and  on  account  of  the  great 
declivity  to  the  water  of  Moufs  and  acclivity  from  it,  it 
has  been  found  expedient  10  change  the  trace  of  the  road 
altogether  ;  and  instead  of  crofsing  the  Moufs,  a  new  one 
i»  finilhing,  that  crofses  the  Clyde  at  the  old  bridge  of 
Lanark,  and  from  thence  runs  along  the  soathcrn  banks 
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of  that  riv^r  by  Dalserf  tnd  Hamilton  to  Glasgow^  This 
road,  which  leads  through  Woods  and  orchards,  and 
keeps  the  Cljde  prettj  gtnerallj  in  view,  bids  fair  to  be 
the  most  beautiful  one  in  Scotland ;  and  were  it  continued 
southerly  as  ooce  proposed,  hj  the  Howgate  mouth  to 
CariUle,  (thcrebj  ihortening  the  present  road  from  Glas* 
gow  to  that  place,)  it  would  be  of  considerable  advantage 
to  Lanark,  as  at  preseot  there  is  no  thorough- fare  through 
Lanark  to  any  town  in  Britain.  It  will  however  be  mat-* 
Xti  of  regret,  if  some  attention  is  not  also  paid  to  the  old 
road  by  Carluke,  as  it  is  the  ordinary  one  to  coal  aod 
lime. 

There  are  two  bridges  over  the  Clyde  in  the  parifli. 
Tht^  old  bridge  of  Lanark,  consisting  of  5  arches»  was  built 
in  the  end  of  last  century,  and  is  at  present  strong  and  suffi- 
tient ;  but  from  the  late  great  weight  of  earth  laid  upon  the 
abuitment  next  the  town,  it  is  somewhat  doubtful  whether 
it  may  not  be  butt  by  it.  The  other  bridge  is  the  Hynd- 
ford  bridge  on  the  high  road  from  Lanark,  and  from  Edin- 
burgh  to  Ayr.  This  bridge,  consisting  of  5  arches,  waa 
built  a  feiv  years  ago,  ttnder  the  direction  of  Mr  Steven, 
and  for  elegance  and  simplicity  may  challenge  any  bridge 
of  its  size  in  Scotland.  There  are  three  bridges  over  the 
Moufs,  Cleghorn  bridge,  Lockhart-ford  bridgCt  on  the 
Carluke  road  ;  and  Moufs-mill  bridge. 

If  ever  the  proposed  Caual  (hottld  take  place  betweenr 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  and  ikould  the  people  of  Ayr- 
Ihite  think  of  a  caoal  to  join  it,  the  southerly  tract  of 
the  Glasgow  ind  Edinburgh  caoal,  pointed  out  by  Zsr^t- 
US  in  the  Ediabargh  Herald,  would  be  the  most  accooa* 
modating  one  towards  such  junction*  The  Olugow  canal 
would  enter  the  parifli  from  Carluke  ;  and  pafsing  close 
OB  by  Gleghorti,  might  there  be  joined  by  the  branch 
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from  Ajr»  "which  could  be  carried  acrofs  the  Clyde  a 
little  above  Hyndford  bridge,  and  from  thence  b/  Doug- 
las to  Ajr.  This  would  not  only  accommodate  the 
thriving  manufactures  of  Lanark,  and  the  Cleugh  iron 
works,  hot,  as  it  would  pafs  over  grounds  containing 
coal,  lime-stooe  and  iron*stone,  would  greatly  promote 
agntulture  and  manufactures  of  every  kind ;  besides  the 
more  general  advantage  arising  from  the  expansion  of 
trade  from  sea  to  sea. 

Rental  ami  heritors.  The  valued  Tent  of  the  parifli 
is  L.4ai7  :  19:  10  Scots,  and  the  real  rent  upwards  of 
L.  3000  Sterling.  The  principal  heritors  are  Charles 
Wilhart  Lockhart,  of  Lee  Esq;  Allan  Lockhart  of  Cleg- 
bora,  esq.  Lady  Rofs  Baillie,  and  the  honourable  George 
BuUie  of  Jervis-wood.  Besides  those  named,  there  are 
six  or  seven  lefser  heritors,  55  small  ones  in  the  out  pa- 
rilfa,  and  98  proprietors  of  burrow  lands.  There  are 
onlf  about  3  or  4  heritors  that  are  non  residents. 

Population.  The  population  of  the  parifh,  as  returned 
to  Dr  Webster  in  1755,  amounted  to  aa94  souls.  On 
Kay  15th  1792,  the  number  of  examinable  persons,  i.  e. 
all  above  seven  years  of  age,  by  the  late  incumbent's  ez- 
naination  roll,  amounted  to  2693,  exclusive  of  New  La*. 
nark,  or  the  cotton  mills,  to  which  when  we  add  one  fifth 
noic  for  the  children  under  y  years  of  age,  we  fliall  have 
tbc  snm  total  of  323  i ;  so  that  the  population  of  the  pa- 
rifc  including  New  Lanark  will  stand  ss  under. 
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In  the  town  of  Lnar^:,  and  bargh  lands,  2t6c3 

In  the  village  of  N^:w  Lanarkt  ^S^'J 

In  the  countrj.  97  x 


Toul  N:).  of  souls,  475* 

Increase  since  the  jct  1755,  ®^  rather  since  1785, 
the  aera  of  the  Gorton  works,  ^45^ 

The  medium  of  births  in  the  parifli  for  10  years  prece^d— 
ing  the  year  1786,  amounts  to  68,  and  the  medium  for  lo 
rears  back  from  17S6,  to  73.  Marriages  since  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Cotton  mills  have  greatly  encreased,-  so  that 
from  being  formerly  at  a  medium  aboat  19  annnalljT^ 
they  are  now  doubled  Of  the  deaths  in  the  pirilli,  there 
f  eems  to  be  no  r^gnUr  record  kept :  besi'lei  the  kirk  sef- 
aion,  who  ought  alone  to  have  the  care  of  the  mort- 
cloths,  there  is  one  kept  for  the  country  heritors  of  the 
Western  parts  of  the  pariih,  another  kept  for  the  Barro- 
ny  of  Lee,  another  by  the  deacons  of  crafts,  and  of  late 
the  Gaildry  ha«  deemed  it  neceLary  to  keep  one. 

£irr^&...Lanark  is  an  ancient  royal  burgfa  erectCNl 
by  Alexander  I.  whose  charter,  together  with  the  after 
ones  of  Robert  L  and  James  V.  are  confirmed  by  Charlee 
I.  20th  February  163a.  Lanark  is  clafsed  virith  Linlithgow 
Selkirk  and  PebleSi  in  sending  a  representative  Co  Parlia-. 
jnent.  The  electors  consist  of  the  Common^conncil  and 
Deacons  of  Crafts.  The  number  of  counsellors  are  17, 
including  the  Provost,  two  Bailies  and  Dean  of  Guild* 
and  there  are  7  Deacons  of  Crafts,  The  Crafts-men  are 
the  Smiths,  Shoemakers,  Wrights,  Taylors,  Weavers^ 
Dyers,  and  Skinners.  The  Deacons  form  a  separate  bo« 
dj,  called  the  Deacon^  seatj  anc}  have  no  voice  in  conncil, 
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ftcfpt  in  the  election  of  Provost,  Bailies,  Dean  of  Guild, 
icd  delegate  for  electing  a  member  of  Parliament.  - 

The  number  of  inhabitants  amount  to  2260 ;  among 
vkom  are  the  following  handicraftsmen,  exclusive  of 
joarnejmeQ  and  apprentices  : 

Eoliths,  IX  Stockingmakers,  69 

Shoemakers,  80  WatchmakcrSt  a 

Masons  and  Wrights,  30  Bakers,  5 

Tajlors,  II  Butchers,  4 

Weavers,  60  Gardiners,  5 

Djers,  a  Tanners,  I 

Siianers,  i 

I  do  not  know  the  exact  number  of  Merchants  or  Shop^- 
keepers,  but  there  are  four  Surgeons,  seven  Attomies, 
er  writers,  and  50  Innkeepers  or  publicans  ! 

Hie  town  is  delightfully  situated  upon  the  slope  of  a 
rising  ground,  29a  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Clyde,  and 
656  f.et  5  inches,  above  the  quay  at  the  New  bridge  of 
Glasgow.  There  are  in  it,  five  principal  streets,  besides 
iices  and  clones.  The  houses  formerly  were  almost  all 
of  them  covered  with  turf  and  straw,  and  the  rooms  with- 
oat  ceilings*  Since  the  erection  of  the  Cotton  works, 
iKaoj  bouses  have  been  covered  with  slate,  and  ceilings 
tre  DOW  pretty  generally  in  use.  In  (hort  the  town  has, 
vtthin  tltese  two  or  three  years,  put  on  a  decent  ap« 
peiniace.  A  ne%t  additional  Inn  has  lately  been  built* 
vhich  was  much  needed,  as  the  resort  of  strangers  to 
^  the  falls  of  Clyde,  the  Cotton  works,  &c«  is  very 
^siderable. 

There  is  here  a  very  good  meaUmarket ;  and  withia 
tHcM  tvo  years,  a  neat  market  for  butcher  meat  has  been 
^(cted,  together  with  a  slaughter  house  at  some  consi- 
i^nik  distance  from  it.     The  only  other  market  reqni« 
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site  for  the  inhabitvottt  would  be  one  for  garden  stuffs* 
which  might  also  answer  for  potatoes,  fi(h  and  salt.  A.t 
present  garden  stuffs  are  onlj  to  be  bought  at  the  ga.r^ 
dens*  As  to  fifls,  were  a  particular  market  once  estJk- 
bliflied,  such  as  are  peculiar  to  the  place,  as  salmoa* 
trouts,  pikes,  perches,  and  pars,  would  more  readiljr 
be  exposed  to  sale  ;  besides  it  would  encourage  the  sale 
of  hertings  and  other  fi(h  from  Glasgow,  &c. 

Church.  The  church  stands  in  the  nr.iddle  of  the  to^nj  ; 
is  a  tolerable  neat  modern  building  ;  but  no  great  coaspli- 
mentcan  be  paid  to  it&  steeple.  The  steeple  contains!  bells, 
the  largest  has  3  different  dates  piu  upon  it  at  the  diffc* 
rent  retoundings;  the  oldest  dateif  11 10.  The  church,  tho' 
large,  is  rather  inadequate  to  the  encreasing  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  which  circumstance  in  part  gave  rise  to  the 
building  of  «  seceding  meeting-house  within  these  two 
or  three  years.  This  meeting-house  has  from  90  to  xoo 
communicants,  and  the  examinable  persons  will  tmoant 
to  one  fifth  more.  The .  seceders  here  ar^  a  very  orderljr 
s^t  of  men  ;  and  thej  and  their  pastor  poiaefs  more  solid 
religion  and  good  sepse,  than  to  listen  to  the  wild  schemes 
of  anarchj  and  disorder,  said  to  be  inculcated  bj  some 
of  their  sect,  in  imitation  of  the  atheists  of  a  neighbouring 
kingdom. 

School.  The  grammar  school  here  has  always  beea  in 
great  repute  ^  and  many  gentlemen  at  tb^  bead  of  the  lear* 
ned  profef$ions  have  bad  their  education  at  it.  The 
sehool  has  two  establiibed  teachers  ;  and  Englifli,  Latin  and 
Greek  are  taught  in  the  same  room.  The  Rector's  salary 
is  L  16:  13  :  4:  and  the  second  master's  isL8.  The 
scholars  are  from  70  to  80.  The  fees  for  J^glilli  are, 
IS.  6 d.  per  quarter,  and  for  Latin  as.  6d.  The  pre. 
sent  school-house,  consisting  of  two  stories,  and  slated,- 
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was  bnilt  frotti  the  manificen(2e  of  fht  late  William 
SaeUie,  M.  D.  well  known  front  his  publications  on 
ibe  obstetric  art,  who  bequeathed  L^  200  towards  re* 
kuding  the  school-house,  and  abo  left  to  it  his  library 
of  books,  which  are  kept  in  the  room  immediately  above 
the  schooUroom. 

Mamufactm-es.  There  is  a  considerable  manufactory  of 
stockings  here,  between  75  and  80  stocking  frames,  being 
coDsttntly  employed.  The  workmen's  wages  in  all  are  a« 
iMDt  L.  35  weekly.  This  businefs  has  increased  considera* 
Uj  within  these  7  or  8  years*  About  20  years  ago,  there 
were  no  mote  than  5  or  6  frames  in  the  town. 

Previous  to  the  American  War,  a  very  great  quantity 
of  flioes  was  manufactured  here  for  exportation,  and  sent 
to  Glasgow  weekly,  but  since  that  period  the  demand  is 
considerably  decreased. 

Foffi.  lliere  are  at  Lanark  7  fairs  in  the  yearr  all  of 
them  well  frequented.  Lammas  fair  is  an  excellent  market 
for  laad>s  and  yooog  colts.  This  fair  some  time  ago  sup* 
pKed  the  Highlands  with  lambs  and  flieep  ;  but  of  late  the 
(ienaad  from  that  country  is  coosiderably  lefsened.  Mar- 
tiomss  (air  is  a  good  market  for  black  cattle,  lint,  yam,  and 
cotnelinnen. 

Huioty^  About  aano  978,  Buchanan  informs  us  that 
lenacth  ii.  held  an  aiSiembly,  or  parliament,  being  the 
int  oMotioned  in  history,  at  Lanark ;  a  circumstance  about 
wbich  Verdun*  our  oldest  author  now  extant,  is  silent. 

Anoo  1244,  Forduu  tells  us  that  Lanark  among 
other  towns  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  but  docs  not 
two  tbe  circumstances. 
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Aono  lap^t  the  same  anthof  adds^   tbait  Sir  Willlana 
Wallace  began  here  hia  first  great   military  exploit  }>y 
defeating  the  English  sherrtff  of  Lanarkshire,  William  €ie 
Hnliop^^  and  patting  him  to  death  in  this  town.     Bltfi<l 
Harry  relates  this  event  at  greater  length,  affixing    the 
aame  date  to  it.     He  tells  us  Wallace  having  married  a 
lady  of  the  name  of  Braidfoot,  the  heirefs  of  Lammington^ 
lived  with  her  privately  at  Lanark ;  that  while  there, 
a  scuffle  ensued  in  the  street  between  Wallace  and  a  few- 
friends,  and  a  body  of  Englishmen.     Wallace  being  over> 
powered,  fled  first  to  his  own  house  and  from  thence  made 
his  escape  to  Cartlane  Craigs.     The  sherriff  ^^if/n(]p,    or 
as  Fordun  calls  him  Hesliope,  seized  upon  his  wife  nnA 
put  her  to  death.     To  revenge  which,  Wallace  gathers 
a  few  friends  together,  attacks  Hesilrig  in  the  night,  aod 
kills  him  and  240  Englishmen.     Tradition  tells  us,  that 
the  house  where  Wallace  resided  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Castlegate  opposite  the  church,  where  a  new  house  has 
lately  been  erected.     It  also  acquaints  us  that  a  private 
vaulted  archway  led  from  this  house  to  Cartlane  Craig  s» 
but  seemingly  without  the  smallest  probability. 

Anno  1310  Bruce,  finally  recovered  Lanark  from  the 
Englilh. 

By  act  of  parliament  20  June  16x7,  anent  weights  and 
measures,  the  care  of  the  weights  was  committed  to  the 
burgh  of  Lanark ;  *'  In  respect  that  the  keeping  and  out- 
giving of  the  weights  of  old  to  the  burrows  and  others. 
&c.  was  committed  to  the  burgh  of  Lanark."  Standard 
weights  were  transmitted  to  Lanark  from  London  at  the 
anion,  but  whether  they  exist  at  present  or  not  ia  an. 
known*» 

^isr£fit/ 

*  Tlie  price  of  pnm^oM  is  as  follows.  Oat  meal  ao^  grain  in  general 
IsUs  somewluit  higher  here  than  ia  the  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow  n^rkru 
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Apint  families  and  great  men.  The  families  of  Lee 
sad  Qeghorn  are  the  most  ancieut  in  the  parifh.  Sir 
William  Lockhart  of  Lee»  the  great  statesman  and  gene* 
lal  under  the  protector,  and  Charles  il,  and  who  was  al- 
so Lord  Justice  Clerk,  was  born  in  this  parilh,  and  hid 
hisfiist  rudiments  of  education  in  Lanark  school.  Dr 
William  Smcllie  authot*  of  the  treatise  on  midwifery, 
tboQgh  born  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Lesmah^go 
V2S  educated  here.  The  present  Lord  Justice  clerk, 
(Robert  McQueen  of  Braxfield,)  so  justly  esteemed  for 
bis  abilities  as  a  lawer  and  a  judge,  was  born,  in  the  pa- 
riih,  and  had  his  education  at  Lanark  school.  The  late 
learned  and  ingenious  general  Roy,  received  also  part 
of  his  education  here,  and  was  bom  in  the  neigh- 
boariag  praiih  of  Cirluke.  William  Lithgow  the 
ncted  traveller  was  born  in  the  parifli,  died  in  it,  and 
IS  buried  in  tht  church  yard  of  Lanark,  though  ao 
Kitige  of  his  tomb  can  now  be  traced* 

£  Cotton 


dat  neal  ii  for  the  most  part  td.  a  p^cK  higher  than  at  Edinburgh*  Beef 
aad  BoittB  tclb  from  3d.  ^  to  4d.  ^  the  ^lund  EngUfli ;  veal  from  4d.  to 
U.]iaib  5d.  hepsfiom  \%.  3d.  to  is.  6d,  \nmtt  frop  8d.  ^  to  Z'xl.  and  eg^ 
fr«i  4I  to  7d  the  do2eii.  There  are  lew  swine  kept  io  thepariib»  although 
«B7  profitable  i  and  are  seldom  seen  in  the  markets,  Sweet  milk  is  ad 
I  Scotch  pint,  and  churned  milk  has  been  lately  raised  to  ^per  pint.  No  ^1. 
Ma  eso  get  above  the  Stonebyres  fall,  and  »re  seldom  brought  to  market* 
Tmti  are  to  be  had  almost  every  day,  and  are  pretty  reasonable.  And  ve- 
inablesaie  lobe  had  at  the  gardens  ver^  reasonable.  The  flour  baked 
kie  into  bfead  comes  all  irom  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow,  which  greatly  en* 
^avn  the  price  of  bread:  About  30  years  ago,  potatoes  were  2d  a  peck 
CRs  i|  the  doten,  and  batter  %i  the  pound. 

*th*  rau  of  labomr  U  as  follows.  Masons  wages  are  from  aod.  to  is. 
orpentcn  is.  M. day  labourers  from  11.  to  is.  odL  Taylois  Sd«  and  their 
^  when  in  the  employers  bouse,  a  custom  now  almost  discontinued:  plow* 
■ca  get  fraovSL  to  loL  annually  with  maintainance,  or  Li4.  10^  and  a  ilia 
i  with»»t  it.    Maid  scrvsmts  from  3I.  to  4L  a  ye%^ 
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Cottam  Mtlli^  and  ViUage  o/Sgw  Lanori.  Nevr  Lao* 
ark,  where  the  cotton  mills  are  situated,  is  about  a  ihoxt 
mile  from  Lanark;  and  is  the  only  village  in  the  pari(h» 
It  is  entirely  the  creation  of  the  enterprixtng  and  well 
blown  Mr  David  Dale  :  and  as  it  originated  with  the 
erection  of  the  first  cotton  mill,  we  fliali  begin  oar  ac- 
count with  the  miUs. 

f  MiUs.  In  Z784,  Mr  Dale  feued  the  tite;^  the  Milb 
and  village  of  New  Lanark,  from  the  present  Lord  Jos* 
tice  Cierk,  with  some  few  acres  of  ground  adjoining. 
This  apot  of  ground  wa&  at  that  period  almost  a  mere 
morafs,  situated  in  a  hoUow  den,  and  of  difficult  acce&. 
Its  only  recommendation  was  the  very  powerful  command 
of  watv  r,  that  tne  Clyde  cowld  be  made  to  afford  it  ^  in  o* 
ther  respects,  the  distance  from  Glasgow  and  ^dne(s  of 
the  roads  were  rather  uofaYourable. 

The  first  mill  was  began  in  April  1785,  and  a  subtera* 
aeous  pafsage  of  near  100  yards  in  length,  was  also  formed 
through  a  rocky  hill  lor  the  purpose  of  an  aqueduct  to  it*. 
In  Summer  1788,  a  second  one  was  built,  and  waaoearly 
roofed  in,  when  on  the  9th  of  October,  that  year,  the 
first  one  was  totally  cboauoied  by  accidental  fire,  but  was 
again  rebuilt  andfiniibed  in^  1789,    The  proprietor  haa 

since 


«  In  September  1785^  wKUf  digging  tbe  open  part  of  this  aqueduct. 
tbere  was  ibund  the  skeleton  of  the  Bu9m  Scotuut  or  Urus,  described  by 
Cesar  Lib  ▼!.  which  has  been  eitinct  in  Scotland  for  above  300  yean.  The 
ooresorflioa  ot  the  horns  are  still  preserted,  one  in  the  college  of  Olaag^kw  : 
and  another  in  my  pof»  fsion;  the  ias^Kboogb  not  entire  is  a  feet  ia  kngth, 
MfA  next  the  bead  meMures  aborvc  i^  ind^  io  tircomfiereace 
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»iiioc  eiaecttd  other  two,  all  of  which  trc  meaat  to  be  dti- 
vn  bj  one  and  the  same  aqueduct. 

In  march  1786,  the  spinning  cottmenced,  md  notwith- 
sdadiag  of  the  severe  cheek  bj  the  total  destruction  of 
the  fint  mflU  the  manufiictorj  haa  beeniri  ^constant 
progrefsire  state  of  advancment.  In  March  X79i« 
from  an  accurate  account  then  takeoi  it  appears  there 
vere  981  persons  emplejred  at  Che  bbUs  Wbereaa  there 
»re  now  jfHoTemher  1793^  *334» 

A|  already  said,  there  are  four  hottse$  built  for  the 
porposes  of  spinning,  the  dimetisions  of  which  are  as  utl^ 
dcr. 


N 

f.  long. 

f.  wtde, . 

thigli, 

The  fint  baik  oae  is 

»S4 

a? 

60 

The  second. 

>S4 

VI 

60 

TlMstliird, 

«30 

30 

60 

The  fiwrth. 

XS6 

33 

70 

TnefMoad  is  the  only  one  as  yet  completely  filled,  and  con« 
i^ias  aboai  6fOOo  spindles.  The  first  one  Which  was  burned, 
ud  BOW  rebuilt  has  only  at  present  4500  spindles.  In  the 
tiurd  mill,  a  considerable  number  of  patent  jeunie^  are 
>o»  going  by  water,  being  the  first  o{|^e  kind  in  Great  Sri- 
^q:  This  invention,  and  for  which,  n  patent,  has  lately 
^ea  obtained,  we  owe  to  the  genius  and  spirited  indus- 
^  0:;  Mr  WiUiam  lUOf  of  New  Lanark  *.    There  are 

about 

•  n»  geatJeaaa  bas  idio  l«ce^  4icCoiMsda  new  method  of  erecting  tbt 
*^it^r  or  large  machinery  of  cotton  diiili,  ab  as  to  re^iire  one  fourth  of 
^  vuer  than  commonly  needed  :  and  which  it  alio  applicable  to  com 
aSi.  TWi  mode  la  n0t  only  lels  ekpensiv«  but  requires  Icla  trouble  than  the 
«^  ott.  It  also  hu  the  benevolent  tendency  of  preserving  thr  lives  of 
^^lod  others  that  may  be  entangled  by  the  drum  or  flja»t.  'le  haa 
^  'Hjooured  with  the  thanks  of  the  Boawi  of  Tiustgcs,  with  whom  Ut  *»« 
'^'Med  a  model  of  bk  imptoTcmefita 
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about  55  common  jennies  also  at  work  in  this  mil.  The 
4th  Mill  is  about  to  be  filled  in  the  same  way  ^  at  present 
it  is  occnpted  as  store  rooms  for  cotton  wool,  as  work, 
shops  fpr  the  different  tradesmen  employed ;  and  as  a 
boarding  house  for  275  children,  who  have  no  parents 
here,  and  who  get  their  maintenance,  education  and 
'cloathing  for  their  work* 

Below  is  a.  st«te  of  the  numbers  at  present  amplojed^ 
distinguifliing  their  difftrenf  emplojmtntSt  &c. 

Masons,  Carpenters,  and  labourers,  employed  to  erect* 
ing  buildingSi  for  7  years  past.  90 

Mechanics  employed  in  making,  and  repairing 
Machinary  yiz. 

Smiths,  30  Turners^  im 

Clockmakers,  12  Founders,  ^ 

Mill- Wrights,  9  Hammermen  and  Hag« 

Joiners,  tq        men,  &cc.  15 

—  87 

Persons  employed  in  carrying  on  the  manufactory 
Tiz.  in  cleaning  cotton,  carding*  drawiug,  roTing, 
winding,  spinning,  and  reeling  viz; 
Men,  ^  145    B»7*t  J7< 

Women,  117   Girls,  419 

'    '      s      -  ~ 

Total  number  employed,  1334 
Of  these  last,  3a  men,  71  women,  52  boys,  and  51 
girls,  reside  in  the  burgh  of  Lanark,  all  the  rest  live  at 
New  Lanark.  199  of  the  women  work  at  picking 
cotton  in  ther  own  houses^  and  for  the  most  part  have 
families,  some  of  whom  are  employed  at  the  mills. 

The 


K- 


Tb^aget  of  tlie  ycuog  peopk  emplajFed  are  a»  follow* 
Of  6  years  of  age,  5  Of  1 1 7^ars  of  age,  99 

Of7    '  33  Of  13  9» 

Of  8  71  Of  14  7« 

Of  9  95  Of  IS  .68 

Of  10  03  Of  16  69 

Of  II  64  Of  17  35 

The  proprietor  likctjrise  cmplojrs  in  the  parllh  aad 
Deighbourhood  324  persons  in  weaving  winding  &c. 

The  quantity  of  Cotton  wool  manufactnted  weekly  a- 
mounts  at  an  average  to  6,ooo  libs.  The  yarn  is  part- 
ly manufactured  into  cloth  here  by  the  weavers  above 
mentioned,  and  others  in  the  proprietors  employ;  atid 
partly  sold  to  the  manufacturers  in  Glasgow. 

Wiih  regard  to  the  health  of  the  work  people,^ it  is 
suflScicnt  to  say  that  of  all  the  children  provided  witlk 
meat  and  clothing  by  the  proprietor  amounting  this  and 
last  year,  to  275  ^  and  for  7  years  back,  never  fewer  thaa 
80,  only  5  have- died  during  the  period  of  seven  years  : 
in  mentioning  so  extraordinary  a  fact,  it  may  perhaps  be 
expected  that  something  (honld  be  said  of  their  diet 
and  treatment. 

The  former  consists  of  oatmeal  porridge,  with  milk 
in  summer  or  sowens,  i.  e.  oat-meal  flummery,  with  milk 
in  winter  twice  a  day,  as  much  as  they  can  take,  barley 
broth  for  dinner  made  with  good  frefb  beef  every  day  ; 
and  as  much  beef  is  boiled  as  will  allow  7  ounces  En- 
glilb  a  piece  each  day  to  one  half  of  the  children,  the  other 
half  get  cheese  and  bread  after  their  broth,  so  that 
they  dine  alternately  upon  cheese  aqd  batchermeat, 
with  barley  bread  or  potatoes ;  and  now  and  then  in  the 
proper  season  they  have  a  dinner  of  herrings  and  potatoes* 
They  as  well  as  the  others,  begin  work  atj  six  in  the 

mt^ming, 
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motnifig,  ate  sallowed  half  an  hour  to  breakfast,  aa  liont 
to  diniur,  and  qnit  work  at  7  at  night ;  after  which 
tbejr  attend  the  gchool  at  the  expence  of  the  proprietor 
tHl  9«  Thej  sleep  in  well  aired  room^,  three  in  a  bed 4 
«nd  proper  care  is.  taken  to  remove  those  under  aoj  di» 
•ease  to  seperate  appcrtmcnts. 

iTbe  great  improvement  arising  from  Mr  Kelly's  inTOO-i 
Cioo  of  Jennies  going  bj  wa^r,  reduces  \%€j  considera* 
bij  the  number  of  men  that  fbranerly  were  necefsarj  ia 
arorking  the  common  Jennies  Such  being  the  eaae^ 
widows  with  large.i'amilies  are  much  wanted  here,  as  chil* 
dren  can  manage  the  patent  Jennio*  with  great  ease| 
ijrlfile  their  mothers  are  employe^  in  oih^r  branches. 

Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  moral^  of  children  an4 
Others  at  these  mills,  of  which  the  late  incumbent  waa 
peifeotlj'  sensible.  Large  manufactories  have  sometimea 
been  considered  in  another  light,  but  Mr  Dale  and  all 
concemedf  must  here  have  the  voice  of  the  public  to  the 
contrary.  Marriages  hare  greatly  incr<^ascd  in  the  pa- 
jifh  since  their  erection,  as  the  beocfiu  prising  from  a  fa«» 
miij  are  obvious.  Indeed  the  anxiety  of  the  proprietor 
to  have  proper  teachers  and  instrvcters  for  children  wil^ 
ever  redound  to  his  honour. 

UfV)  Lanark.  Has  been  entirely  built  by  the  propria 
tor  of  the  mills  for  the  accomodation  of  his  work  people 
and  the  following  is  a  state  of  its  population  at  pre^ 
sent: 


Married  persons^ 
Widows  and  widowers. 


ISklet 

TimMUg 

181 

184 

4 

34 

Unmarried 
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tfnmarricd  persons  above  ai  yfear  of  age      ij  .   x% 

Bctwecm         ti  and  Z2  »  3 

20  and  21  23 

19  and  ao  14  2c 

18  and  19  10  II 

17  and  J 8  *5  ^8 

16  and  17  17  ^7   * 

1  j  and  16  30  29 

14  and  15  3^  3^ 

23  and  14  27  3^ 

12  and  13  29  30 

iiandja  51  47 

10  and  II  31  31 

§  and  10  42  54 

8  and    9  34  40 

J  and    8  40  37 

6  and    7  39  3* 

5  and    6  20  x<S 

4  and    J  12  x8 

3  and    4  17  i# 

2  and    3  9  22 

T  and    2  12  14 

tietftcen  ijear  6ld  and  «.  zi  22 

under  |ycar  old.  19  18 

totals  714  805" 

total  No.  of  sonla  '5  '9 

AmoBg  thes  are  54  Jenny    7  ClockmaiLeri, 

•pioncra,  ^  Weavers, 

45  Labourer*,  3  Schoolmafterf, 
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II  Smiths,  3  Shoemakers, 

lo  WrightSi  3  Turners,  & 

8  Tajlocs,  .  1  Merchants, 
7  masoasf 

A  great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are  Highlanders 
noftly  from  Caithncfs  Inverntfs  and  ArgjleChires.  ^cvr 
of  those  from  the  west  understand  Engiiih.  In  1791  a  Vef* 
sel  carr jing  Miigrams  from  the  isle  of  Sk j  to  North  A- 
mcrica,  was  driven  by  strefs  of  weather  into  Greenock  ; 
about  aoo  were  put  aihore  in  a  verj  destifute  situation* 
Mr  Dale  whose  humanity  is  ever  awake  offered  them  iai* 
mediate  employment,  which  the  greater  bulk  of  them  ac* 
cepted  :  And  soon  after  with  a  view  to  prevent  far- 
ther emigration  to  America  he  notified,  to  the  people  of 
Argyleikire  And  the  isles,  the  encouragement  given  to  fa- 
milies at  the  cottonmills  ;  and  undertook  to  provide  hou- 
ses for  2CO  families  in  the  course  of  the  1792,  these  were 
all  finiihed  last  summer,  (1793)  and  a  considerable  num. 
ber  of  Highlanders  have  cf  late  coor.eto  reside  at  New 
Lanark. 

families  from  any  quarUr  pofsefsed  of  a  good  moral 
character,  and  having  three'  children  fit  for  work,  above 
Bine  years  o^  age,  are  received.^-aupplied  with  a  house 
mta  moderate  rent,  and  the  women  and  children  provided 
with  work^  The  chiUren,  both  those  fit  for  work 
and  those  who  are  too  yoimg  for  it,  have  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  school  gxtitis,  the  former  in  the  evenings 
the  latter  through  the  day.  Three  profefsed  teachers  are 
paid  by  Mr  Dale  for  this  {ftirpose,  and  also  seven  afsi. 
cants  who  attend  in  the-  evenings,  one  of  whom  teaches 
writing.  Ther^  is  also  a  Sunday  schpol  at  yrhich  all  the 
jnasteir's  and  assistants  attend. 
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In  New  Lanark  there  is  a  fmall  congregational  meeting* 
Koufe  for  tkofe  of  the  {tOi  coshmoiily  called  Independents^ 
The  Highlanders  have  fometimes,  though  rarely,  been  favour* 
ed  with  a  fcrnK>n  in  Gaelic,  by  preachers  of  the  church  o^ 
Scotland :  and  it  has  been  for  fome  time  in  contemplation,  to 
necl  a  church  for  conftant  worihip  in  that  language,  at  lead 
far  one  half  of  the  day.  The  Society  for  Propagating  Chriftian 
Knowledge  has  been  applied  to  for  fome  afliftance,  which 
pnAaWy  wUl  be  granted,  feeing  the  want  of  public  worftiip 
and  inftni£tion,  among  fa  great  a  body  of  people,  muit  have 
I  teiuiency  to  hurt  ^e  morals  of  the  prefent,  as  well  as  to 
•iifcourage  future  fettlers  from  the  Highlandsi  and  of  confe* 
quence  mud  promote  emigration* 

Before  leaving  this  article  of  cotton  mlUs,  I  cannot  help 
ncticmg  a  circumftance  peculiar  to  fiich  manufafkures^ 
vhtch  may  aSbrd  a  ufef ul  hint  to  podr  widows  with  families. 
in  mod  other  manufa£lures,  a  woman  who  has  a  family, 
4nd  becomes  a  widow,  is  generally  in  a  moft  helplefs  (itua^ 
tion.  Here  the  cafe  is  very  different,  for  the  greater  num^ 
Vcr  of  children  the  woman  has,  (he  lives  fo  much  the 
more  comfortably  \  and  upon  fuch  account  alone,  (he  is  of*^ 
t3i  a  tempting  objc£l  for  a  fecond  hulband.  Indeed,  at  cot- 
ton mills,  it  often  happens,  that  young  children  fupport  their 
i;;cd  parents  by  their  induftry. 

Mr  Dale  has  fet  apart,  and  inclofed  a  piece  of  ground  clqfe 
by  the  village,  for  a  burying  place. 

Characler  of  iht  PeopUy  ^t.  The  people  ate,  in  general, 
ir.dnftrious,  though  nst  remarkably  fo.  They  arei  naturally 
generous,  hofpipible,  and  fond  of  ilrangersi  which  induces 
theoi  fometimes  to  make  free  with  the  bottle  •,  but  drunken- 
tefs,  among  the  better  clai^  of  inhabitants,  is  of  lat^ .rather 
unufual.  It  is  lefs  fo  among  the  other  inhablts^i^ts  \  bpt, 
ipon  the  wholes  U)e)r  are  a  depont  ^d  orderly  people?  \  and 

Vou  XV.  V  crimen 
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crimes  arc  feldoracr  committed  here,  than  in  any  other  part(h 
of  equal  population.  The  author  knows  of  no  native  who  has 
ever  been  tried  for  a  capital  ciimc.  In  (hort,  they  are  gene- 
rally honeft,  decent,  religious,  and  ftridi:  in  their  attendance 
on  divine  worfhip.  Perhaps,  there  may  be  one  or  two  indivi- 
duals, wh6,  either  from  ignorance,  or,  from  violence  of 
temper,  will  not  liften  to  the  cool  yoice  of  reafon,  who  chiine 
in  with  the  ravings  of  the  Friends  cf  the  People^  as  they  call 
themfelyes ;  but  the  reft,  although  fome  may  wiOf  for  a  mo- 
derate  reform,  have  too  much  religion  and  found  fcnfe  nor 
to  fee,  that  thofe  people  have  neither  experience  nor  kno^r- 
ledge  in  matters  of  that  nature,  and  only  grafp  at  feattng 
themfelves  in  power  upon  the  ruins  of  their  country ;  nor  are 
they  fo  weak,  as  not  to  profit  from  the  example  of  a  neigh- 
bouring kingdom,  where  Anarchy  fits  triumphant  upon  the 
guillpiine^  with  Murder  at  her  back,  trampling  upon  law, 
liberty,  and  religion,  and  treading  the  rights  of  mankind 
under  her  feet. 

Eccleftaftical  State,  The  King  is  patron  of  the  parifh. 
Lord  Douglas  is  titular  of  the  teinds  of  the  borough 
lands,  and  Mr  Lockhan  of  Lee  and  Carnwath  of  tlie  re(t 
oftheparifli.  The  church,  being  built  in  1777,  is  in  very 
good -repair.  The  manfe  and  office  houfes,  being  erc£led  at 
the  late  incumbent's  entry  in  17571  are  not  in  fuch  good  or- 
der. The  manfe,  offices,  and  garden,  cover  about  a  rood  of 
ground.  The  glebe  is  fcrimply  4  acres  \  but  the  incumbent 
is  entitled  to  the  grafs  of  the  church^yard,  and  to  common 
pafturago  in  the  moor. 

The  ftipend  payable  at  prefent  is  as  under, 
B.    F.    P.    L. 

In  meal,  87     x       22^ 

In  bear,  93       <     ^t 

In  money^       L.  493    3s.     icd.    Scotch, 

which. 
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which,  with  L.  35  68.  8d.  Stefling  of  augmentation,  obtained 
daring  the  winter  feflion  1792,  will,  at  the  common  con- 
Terfion,  amount  in  whole  to  about  L.  90  Sterling. 

Mr  James  Gray,  the  late  incumbent,  fucceeded  Mr  John 
Orr  and  was  tranflated  from  Rothes  to  this  parifli  in  1756. 
No  zninifler  evcr'condufted  himfclf  with  greater  propriety. 
He  ncTcr  meddled  with  borough  politics,  but  attended  only 
to  the  duties  of  religion ;  and  his  pious  and  exemplary  con-> 
d  j<a  will  long  be  remcmberd  by  his  parifliioners.  Mr  Wil- 
liam Menzics  has  of  late  obtained  the  prefentation,  is 
agreeable  to  all  the  parifh,  and  has  been  favoured  ;with  an 
unanimous  calL 

A  Tcry  accurate  and  diftinfk  record  of  births  and  marri- 
ages is  kept  by  thefcfBon  clerk,  commencing  in  1648. 

Poor.  The  poor's  funds  have  been  carefully  and  attentively 
kept,  perhaps  more  fo  than  was  abfolutely  neceflary.  When 
the  funds  for  the  poor  are  very  confiderable,  they  become  in 
fomc  degree  an  encouragement  to  idlenefs  and  diflipation ; 
beHdeSy  people  do  not  give  alms  for  the  ufe  of  after  genera- 
tions, but  to  fupply  the  neceflities  of  the  prefent.  It  is  true, 
the  Seflion  may  err  in  giving  too  much  to  the  poor,  yet  fure- 
1t  objefts  will  always  occur,  among  induftrious  manufaftur^ 
crs  and  tradefmen  burdened  with  great  families,  where  the 
bellowing  of  a  very  fmall  pittance  will  not  only  benefit  the 
receivers,  but  the  whole  parifh,  and  even  the  nation  at  large 

The  number  of  town  poor  upon  the  feflion  roll  amounts  to 
45,  including  3  orphan  children  and  a  lunatic.  The  inter* 
cil  of  4C0I.  the  fum  amafled  by  the  feffion ;  the  coUe£tions 
at  the  church  doors ;  the  rent  of  1  \  acre  of  land,  with  the 
does  from  delinquents,  and  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the 
fees  for  proclamation  of  banns,  /  /.  marriageSj  have  hitherto 
formed  the  fund  for  their  fupply. 
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The  heritors  of  the  landward  part  of  die  parilh  meet  half 
yearly,  and  afiefs  themfelves  for  the  maintainance  of  their 
poor.  The  number  of  their  poor  at  prefent  amounts  to  1 1  ^ 
>nd  the  aileflment,  including  clerk's  fahiry,  for  bft  year,  to 
about  27!.  This  mode  of  providing  for  the  poor,  in  the  land- 
ward parifli,  has  been  adopted  (ince  the  year  1750.  Dr 
Anderfon,  die  editor  qf  the  Bee,  inveighs  warmly  againft  this 
mode  of  providing  for  the  poor,  alledging  that  it  is  contrary 
to  law,  and  invariably  followed  by  a  gradual  increaft  of  the 
fiumber  of  popr*  Whatever  it  may  be  in  other  places,  from 
the  record  of  this  charity,  it  does  not  appear  that  it  has 
been  the  cafe  in  this  parifh.  The  lands  belonging  to  St  Leo- 
nard's hofpital,  formerly  noticed*  are  under  the  adminiftrn* 
tion  of  the  magiftrates,  and  yield,  communibus  annif^  about 
35I.  yearly,  divided  among  40  poor  perfons  monthly.  Xhc 
diflerent  incorporations  likewife  divide  fome  money  quarter- 
ly among  the  families  of  their  deceafed  brethren :  30I.  Scotch 
are  divided  by  the  minifter  and  magiftrates,  on  the  nx)rning 
qf  the  firft  day  of  the  year,  among  the  poor  burgefles.  This 
is  a  mortification  by  James  Lord  Carmichael  in  the  year 
1662.  His  lordihipi  in  tbofe  days,  had  his  town  reddence 
in  this  burgh,  and  obferving  the  better  fort  of  tnide&men 
and  inhabitants,  celebrating  the  new  year's  day  with  feafting 
and  merry  making,  he,  from  the  benevolence  of  his  difpofi- 
tion,  as  tradition  fays,  mortified  (funk)  a  fum  of  money,  the 
intereft  of  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  poor,  that  they  may. 
likeways  h^ve  it  in  their  power  to  buy  a  hta  ^nt^  atKl  partake 
in  die  general  feftivity* 

Mifiellarmus  chfirvaims^.    The  inhalntants  ei  the  pari(h 
are  fomewhat  above  the  middle  fize,  ftiong  built,  and  of  a 

hale 

« 

*  A  natiTe  of  Lanark,  one  Robert  Alezander,  a  wigmaker,  and  formerly 
t  councillor  and  town  trearoror,  hat  kept  a  regular  regifter  of  the  weather^ 
(eaibni^  and  pablic  occuntOMs  within  the  burgh,  from  1755  downwards. 
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hik  complexion.  Tlieir  drefe  is  tsffaMfriMj  altered  Vidiiri 
fhefe  20  ytRHTi*  A  blue  or  block  bottnet  U'  noMr  afmgdar* 
ity;  hats  are  in  gerteral  vft\  irkl  both  feted  ap|>ear  sit 
dittrcK)  or  at  >a  ball,  with  akt^oft  as  ifiuch  elegtance  astheir* 
habitants  ^  the  capkat  The  dialeiS  of  the  xipper  ward  ot 
Clydefdale,  as  to  proaounc^Aaon,  is  die  fame  with  that  IpoiDen 
in  Edinburghy  diflerin^  materially  from  fhat  of  the  middk 
and  tower  wards. 

Two  caftomsi  almeft  peculiar  to  cbe  buqjh  of  Limatk, 
perhaps  may  here  be  noticed*  The  firft  is  a  gala  kept  by  the 
boys  of  the  grammar  Ibhool,  beyond  aU  memory,  in  regard 
to  date,  on  the  Samt^lay  before  Pakn  Sunday.  .  They  then 
parade  the  ftreets  with  a  palm,  or  its  fubititute,  a  latge  tree 
of  the  willow  kindyy^iilfcv  caprta^  in  Uofibm,  omsniented>PVth 
daifodiis,  mezereon  and  box-tree.  This  day  is  called  Pu!m 
Batttrday  t  dnd  the  caftom  is  certainly  a  Pc^ifh  rdic  of  vdry 
ancient  ftanding.  The  other  is  the  riditig  of  the  marches^ 
which  is  done  jinmially,  upon  die  day  after  Whitfanday  fair» 
by  die  magiftrates  and  borgefie^^  called  here  the  landftmirk 

or 

He  k  cow  aboyt  7S  yeuM  of  age,  'and,  notwhhftandlng  all  hit  f  aft  fcnrico^ 
cbc  oolf  office  he  now  can  reach  U  that  of  parifli  beadle.  His  annals  con- 
fiil  of  5  or  6  M.  S.  odavo  volumes ;  and  although  fome  of  them  are  triflJog, 
yet  in  general  they  are  a  curious  and  ufeful  rcpoikofy. 

An  ImproTcment,  which  may  be  6>Uowed  with  advaouge  isiMher  phcet* 
Mok  dfed  here  fthou  30  years  ago,  A  couttry  bikr^  bat  a  ttan  of  pcottr»- 
tion,  haTing  made  (bme  money,  purchafed  about  3  or  4  acres  of  ground,  of  a 
dry  gravelly  foil,  confifling  moftly  of  floping  banks,  which  did  not  field  abote 
4I.  ros.  altogether  of  yearly  rent.  Thtfe  ground  were  fittiated  at  the  W* 
ton  oTthe  towti,  within  50  or  4oY(et  of  a  rmikt,  which,  pafling  throi^li 
the  town  Sad  krtcher  maiket,  conveyed  aWay  a  deafof  manure,  garbtgr,  &c 
The  new  proprietor,  confcions  of  the  advantages  derivable  from  this  foarce^ 
was  at  a  confideraUe  expeoce  in  driving  a  mine  through  thofe  30  or  40  feet 
of  groond,  (a  high  bank,)  by  which,  in  two  or  three  years  time  he  fo  enriclr- 
cd  bis  grounds,  as  to  draw  14I  annually  of  rent ;  and  now  40L  Sterling  a 
year  hat  been  rcfafcd  for  thcfe  very  lands. 
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or  lang^mark  day,  from  the  Saxoil  lahgentari.  It  is  CYident* 
]y  of  Saxon  origin^*  and  probably  eftabliflied  here  in  the  reign 
of,  or  fometimc  poftcrior  to  Ma)k:oin.L 

The  manners  of  the  inhabitants^  as  to  diet  and  drinkj  are 
confideraUy  changed  within  thefe  20  ;years,  which  may  be 
exemplified  from  the,  public  entertainments  of  the  ^is^gif* 
trates*  Formerly  their  debauch  was  a  moderate  meal,  with 
a  few  bottles  of  ale  or  porter,  and  a  dram  or  two ;  and,  in 
gata  days,  a  little  punch.  Now,  they  have  fuperb  enter* 
tainment«9  with  punch,  port,  and  even  claret.  The  com- 
mon fuelof  the  parifli  is  coal.  The  ftatute  labour  is  com- 
muted. All  animals,  common  to  the  fouth  of  Scotland^  are  to 
be  found  here.  Rabbets,  however,  ate  now  entirely  rooted 
Ottt^:  pheafants,  fuppofed  from  Hamilton  houfe,  have  fome- 
times  been  (hot  in  the  parifli. 

I'here  are  few  pigeon  houfes  in  the  patiih.  Crows  ^re  nume« 
fous,  and  do  a  great  deal  of  mifchicf ;  as  do  alfo  hares,  par- 
ticularly to  the  fruit  t^ees.  The  laws,  made  for  the  prefenration 
of  game,  were  certainly  never  meant  to  prevent  proprietors  or 
tenants  from  defending  their  property  againft  fuch  depreda- 
tors ;  and  little  fcruple  need  be  made  of  deftroying  any  one 
of  thofe  animals,  when  hurting  the  property  of  indtviduals, 
though  it  certainly  would  be  a  violation  of  the  law,  to  do  it 
for  the  fake  of  game  alone* 

Advantages  and  DifadvofUages*  Perhaps  00  fingle  parifli 
in  Scotland  affords  more  eligible  fituations  for  mills  of  all 
kinds  than  this  parifh.  Sir  Richard  Arkwright,  when  here 
in  1824,  was  aftonifbed  at  the  advantages  derivable  from 
the  falls  of  Clyde,  and  exultingly  faid,  that  Lanark  would 
probably  in  time  become  the  Manchefter  of  Scotland ;  as  no 
place  he  had  ever  fcen  afforded  better  fituations,  or  more 
ample  dreams  of  water  for  cotton  machinary, 

L?.nark, 
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Linark,  however,  has  two  obftacles  to  manufafirures. 
The  firft,  the  poverty  and  uncultivated  (late  of  the  countrjr 
around,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  upper  ward  of  Lanarkihire, 
from  which  circutnftancc  meal,  and  almoit  every  other  arti- 
cle, is  dearer  than  at  Edinburgh  or  Giafgow,  coals  and  po* 
tatoes  excepted.  But  were  the  country  in  an  improved  ftate, 
and  did  proprietors  and  hufbandmen  do  their  utmoft  to  im« 
prove  the  foiJ,  this  drawback,  in  the  courfe  of  a.few  years,. 
might  be  got  the  better  of.  The  next  obilacle  is  the  great; 
ditlance,  tliat  raw  materials  are  to  be  carried ;  and  the  badnefs 
of  the  roads.  Lanark  is  24  miles  from  Giafgow,  and  30 
from  Edinburgh :  the  road  to  Edinburgh  is  an  exceeding  good 
one,  but  that  to  Giafgow,  which  is  the  principal  market,  is 
exceedingly  bad  \  befules,  it  encounters  with  a  very  deep 
ravine,  formed  by  the  Mpufs  within  a  mile  of  Lanark.  This 
diladvantage  is  in  fbme  meafure  doing  away,  by  a  new  road 
now  forming  by  Lanark  bridge  \  over  which  it  crofTes  to  Le£- 
mahago  partlh,  and  from  thence  runs  along  the  immediate 
banks  of  the  Oyde  by  Hamiltoa  to  Giafgow.  Hie  pulls 
here  arc  conGderably  lefsthan  in  the  former  road,  and,  whea 
finifhed,  which  will  be  in  fpring  1794,  it  will  form  one  of 
the  moft  beautiful  and  romantic  roads  in  Scotland.  This^ 
however,  is  a  partial  remedy,  nor  can  any  thing  effcdual 
be  done  to  overcome  the  difadvantage,  unlefs  the  fouthem 
tra£t  of  the  canal  betweea  Edinburgh  and  Giafgow  were  to 
be  adopted. 

The  want  of  a  flour  mill  not  only  obftrufts  improvements 
in  agriculture,  but  puts  the  inhabitants  under  the  neceffity 
of  ufing  oat  and  barley  bread,  or  of  buying  wheaten  bread 
at  a  great  price ;  all  which  could  be  eafily  remedied.  The 
community  of  Lanark  has  a  com  mill  upon  Moufs  water, 
which,  at  a  very  little  expence,  might  be  enabled  to  grind 
both  wheat  and  oats.    Encouragement  would  there  be  given 

0 


4&  Statiflical  Account 

to  the  iatsodttfbioa.  of  wheat  crops ;  and  the  inhabitants 
would  be  eaabled  to  live  more  comfortably,  wheatea  bread 
being  of  all  others  the  moft  whokfome. 

It  i»  of  great  difadraouge  to  manufa£ittiies»  that  Lanark 
moor,  fo  improTable  and  b  near  the  town,  fhould  remain 
in  a  ftate  of  nature :  we  already  owe  a  great  deal  to  Mr 
Honeyman  \  and  if  the  magiftrates  cannot  difpofe  of  any 
more  of  it,  on  account  of  tiie  fcrvitude  of  the  burgefles,  they 
may  follow  the  example  of  the  town  of  Ayr,  and  inclofe 
that  portion  of  it  which  is  nigheft  the  town,  to  anfwer  for 
this  itrrvitudcs  and  were  it  di\^ded  into  two  inclofure's,  the 
rattle  could  pafture  alternately  in  both*,  the  foutli  moor 
would  be  fully  adequate  for  tlus  purpofe,*  and  after  fetting 
afide  part  of  the  north  moor  for  fuel  and  divot,  the  reft  of 
it  may  be  either  difpofcd  of  to  one  proprietor,  or,  which  would 
be  of  greater  confequence  to  the  burgh,  the  magiflrates 
may  feu  fmall  lots  to  the  weavers  and  others,  efpcciaHy  a- 
long  the  high-way  leading  from  Lanark  to  Edinburgh,  very 
favourable  to  the  erc£lion  of  a  village  or  villages.  Thofe 
parts  neareft  the  town  would  certainly  yield  equal  feu  duty 
with  thofe  at  Kirkfield  bank,  viz.  61.  or  81.  the  acre;  be* 
fides,  if  a  village  was  once  ere£^ed,  a  demand  for  ground  in 
the  neighbourhood  would  naturally  follow ;  fix  that  the  ma- 
^ftratcs  would  be  enabled  to  let  pieces  of  their  moor  at  leaft 
as  high  as  5s.  the  acre,  and  the  whole  remainder  of  the  moor 
would  in  time  be  brought  under  culture. 

^  Thii  plan  would  r»««  the  ncceflltf  and  eicpoQcc  of  two  common  herds; 
the  fee*,  however,  ooght  (lill  to  be  paid  to  the  magUlrateSj  and  the  money 
ariitpg  therefrom  (hould  l>e  laid  out  on  lime^  to  be  fprcad  upon  the  heathj 
parts  to  Iweeten  the  pafture.  Nor  would  it  be  deemed  an  improper  exac- 
tion, were  the  magiftratei  to  ordain,  that  every  bnrgeri,  on  getting  a  cart  of 
divoti  or  tarf  irom  the  moor,  ihottid^  in  return,  lay  a  can  o£  duof  vfpoa  th« 
iaclglcd  common. 

No. 
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'CouNxy  6f  Lanark,  Presbytery  of  HAMitTOKj 
Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr.) 

By  the  Rez\  Mr  Archibald  BRbcE,  Mini/ler. 


Name,  Situafhftj  and  Extent: 

1  BIS  par ifli,  in  the  public  recotdsj  is  called  BtRTtiii 
^HoTTs.  The  name  feems  explanatory  6f  nbthing  peca<^ 
lur  to  the  place^  and  the  accounts  of  tradition  are  fo  ap- 
patently  fabulbosi  as  far  to  exceed  the  belief  of  e^en  the 
rncfl  credulous  antiquarian.  Shotts  is  fituated  in  the  north-: 
e^ll  point  of  Lanarkihire.  It  is  one  of  the  largeft  lowland 
pirifhca  in  Scotland,  forming  nearly  an  oblong  iiquar^  id 
a-.ilcs  in  length,  and  7  in  breadth. 

Sofb  and  Value. — ^The  lands  which  lie  towards  the  comer 
^A  the  patiih  are  a  mixture  of  clay  and  fand ;  will  yield  ; 
boUs  ao  acre,  a^d  may  be  rented  at  9  s.  Thofe  towardt  ther 
^.  E.  are  of  a  black  foil,  and  will  yields  bolls  an  acre  ; 
^tnt  7  s.  Along  the  greater  yari^  of  the  S.  994  the  whokf 
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W.  fide  of  the  parifli>  the  foil  is  chiefly  clay,  and  will  yield 
4 1- bolls  an  acre,  rent  8  s.  By  travellers  paffiug  alonj;  the 
great  road,  Sfiotts  is  reclEoned  but  a  barren  and  bleak  part 
of  the  kingdom.  There  is,  however,  on  the  S.  W.  boundary 
of  this  pariHi,  a  traft  of  ground,  2  miles  ft|uarc,  that  is  lit- 
tle inferior  to  great  part  of  the  land  upon  the  Clyde.  It 
yields  at  an  average  6  bolls  an  acre  ;  rent  13  s.  The  lands 
in  the  centre,  and  along  the  north  fide  of  Shocts,  arc  of  a  black 
foil,  and  chiefly  fitted  for  pafture  ;  when  plowed  they  may 
yield  from  3  to  4  bolls  each  acre  ;  the  grain  is  but  of  an  in- 
ferior quality;  the  rent  5s.  an  acre.  That  part  of  the 
country  lying  on  each  fide  of  the  great  road,  at  the  entry  in- 
to this  parifti  from  the  E.i(t,  was  not  many  years  ago  nearly 
in  its  original  (late.  This  the  traveller  now  fees  is  fubdivided, 
and  by  ftones  raifed  from  the  furface  of  tlic  land  cncloftd, 
in  a  way  which  promifes  to  laft  for  ages  to  come.  The  pro- 
prietor, •  by  continuing  his  operations,  M'ith  the  true  fpirit 
of  an  improver,  has  at  once  beautified  the  country,  and 
nearly  tripled  the  value  of  his  eft  ate.  A  little  weft  from 
the  kirk  of  Shotts,  and  upon  the  great  road,  the  traveller  fees 
a  fmall  trad  of  country  neatly  inclofcd.  Its  produce,  with- 
in thefc  few  years,  was  little  more  than  the  Thrafli ;  but  by 
the  well  directed  induftry  of  its  proprietor:^,  it  lias  for  feme 
feafons  pad  yielded  crops  which  vye  with  thofe  of  a  much  bet- 
ter foil.  Round  the  manfion-boufe,  which  (lands  in  the  mid- 
dle of  this  lately  improved  field,  there  are  fcvcral  beltsof  plant- 
ing, which  continue  to  thrive  beyond  expe£tation.  Were  the 
like  fpirit  transfufed  into  neighbouring  proprietors,  a  coun- 
try, hitherto  but  bleak,  might  be  made  more  comfortable  to 
its  inhabitants,  and  have  a  better  name  abroad. 

Manure. — The  manure,  which  fuits  all  the  foils  of  this 
eitenfivc  parifli,  is  lime  and  compoft.  The  full  half  of  this 
compoft  (hould  confift  of  dried  turf,  the  remaining  part  of 

dung.  • 
*  Sir  JoBM  Inglii  of  Cfamond.    %  Mr  Datxo  Young  of  Little  Hairih*w. 
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dang.    This  mixture  the  experienced  farmer  prefers  to  pure 
dang,  as  it  is   a  much  better  feciitity  againft  worms,  con- 
tinues  longer  in  the  fieldj  and  encreafes  the  foil,  where  the 
till  or  gravel  comes  near  the  furface.    The  induftrious  far- 
mer here  cafts  each  feafon  a  quantity  of  turf»  the  more  ben- 
ty  the  better ;  this,  when  properly  dryed,  he  (lacks  up,  and 
after  it  has  been  ufed  a  competent  time  in  byfe  and  (lable,  be- 
low and  around  the  cattle,  it  is  carried  to  the  dunghill.  When 
from  this  it  goes  to  the  field,  it  is  fo  completely  rotten,  that 
it  yields  a  manure  much  fuperior  to  the  compoft   mixed  in 
the  field.     By  alternate  ilrata  of  this  turf  and  (Iieep's  dung, 
much  excellent  manure  is  carried  from  the  fold  to  the  field. 
Crtps — Upon  the  fummer  fallow,  or  field  to  be  broken  up, 
the  fpirited  farmer  lays  on  nearly  four  chalders  of  flacked 
lime,  with  a  hundred  fingle  carts  of  the  compoft  above  de- 
fcribed.    The  2d,  or  perhaps  the  3d  crop  of  corn,  he  lays 
down  with  rye-grafe.    This  for  the  firft  year  does  very  well ; 
but  (houid  the  field  be  cut  a  fecond  time,  through  the  luxu- 
riancy  of  the  natural  grafs  the  ibwn  fcarce  appears.     In  the 
lower  parts  of  the  parifli,  a  crop  of  peafe  comes  in  between 
the  two  crops  of  com.     With  the  rye-grafs  alfo  a  proper 
qoantity  of  clover  is  here  fown.     The  produce  the  firft  year 
(and  there  ought  to  be  no  more,)  may  be  200  ftones-     The 
ground,  after  this  fucceffion  of  crops,  being  pafturcd  3  yeard, 
the  fame  rotation  again  commences.     Lint  is  often  a  profi- 
table crop  in  this  parifh,  either  after  the  firft  crop  of  corn, 
after  peafe,  or  upon  potatoe  land.     A  peck  of  feed  will  yield 
4  ftones  of  iheaf  lint.    Tlie  bear  crop  through  Shotts  has  of 
late  been  much  diicoi>tinued :  for  this  the  Aifihefs  of  the  foil 
in  part  accounts;  but  there  i& another  reafon  which  weighs 
siore  with  the  farmer.     Bear  requires  that  quantity  of  un- 
mixed dung,  which  prevents  him  from  making  compoft  for 
lifs  outfields,  a  circumftance  of  late  much  attended  to  in  this 
eountry. 

G  2  Rivirs. 
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Rivetf, — ^ThercaretwoCdldlrr/tbothofiirfiichhavetlieirfiiar* 
pes  in  this  diftrifi.  The  one  of  tbcfe  rifes  in  the  N.  E.  comer 
of  the  pariffi,  and  in  its  progrefs  weftward,dhridingSholts  from 
Toq;>hichen  and  Ncwmonldand,  hkh  info  the  Q\jdt  5  miles 
above  Glafgow.  The  other  Calder  rifes  ii|  die  S.  E.  comer  of 
this  pariQi}  and  moving  towards  the  Clyde  nearly  in  the  iame 
direction  with  the  former,  in  its  coorfe  divides  Shqtts  from 
Cambufnctban.  The  watAs  alfo  of  Avon  and  Cramond 
have  their  firil  rife  in  this  pari(h.  The  Avon,  foon  after 
leaving  Shotts,  bends  its  courfi:  n.rthward,  and  empties  itfclf 
into  the  Firth  of  iForth  near  Borrowftownnefi*  The  Crsimoad^ 
between  its  fource  and  Mid  Calder,  croies  the  great  Edinbur^gh 
Ro^d  three  times,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  (amc  Firth  at 
the  village  and  kir)c,  py  which,  fn  all  probabiUtyi  it  gave  the 
liames. . 

Hiiis  and  Prv^Bs.^Tht  Hirfl  hiil  iie$  a  mile  E.  from  the 
l^irk  of  Shotts.  Over  this  hill  the  road  kading  from  Glaf- 
gow  to  Edinbm-gh  has,  for  time  immemorial,  continued  to 
pafs.  Here  it  is  fuj^fed  are  tne  higheft  cultivated  lands  in 
Scotland  ;  this  however  is  thought  to  be  oqiy  a  popular  mi£- 
take ;  according  to  General  Roy's  mcnfuration,  the  Hirft  i^ 
upon  a  level  with  the  Clyde  5  miles  above  lianark.  There 
are  two  caufes  whidi  feem  to  have  led  into  this  miftake  : 
tlie  waters  here  iffuing  firom  their  fources,at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  each  other,  run  in  quite  oppofite  direfkions ;  it  fol- 
lows not,  however,  from  this,  that  the  Hirft  rifes  to  the  height 
fuppolpd  \  but  only  that  in  tUs  prectfe  point,  the  Hirft  is  thq 
higheft  land  between  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  the  two 
feas  into  which  all  thefe  waters  empty  themfelves.  In  evtry 
diie£lion  aUb  from  this  hill,  the  country  not  only  begins  to 
fall,  but  wherever  one  turns  his  eye,  for  upwards  of  ao  miles, 
no  objed  comes  in  to  mar  the  view.  All  the  fpace  there- 
fore between  the  Hirft,  upon  which  the  fpedator  ftands,  and 
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the  range  of  mountains  wliich^  in  oppoGte  dire£lions«  bound 
iiis  profpe£i,  feems  funk  beneath  him ;  though  in  fa£b^  at  a 
ceitain  point  ibutfaward  the  country  begins  to  rife,  and  the 
Qfde,  5  miles  S.  E.  of  Lanark,  is  upon  a  level  with  the  fpot 
on  which  he  ftands.  The  TiUlng  and  Cant  hills,  the  one  a 
little  north,  and  the  other  a  little  fouth  of  the  kirk  of  Shotts, 
flio&ld  here  alfo  be  mentioned,  not  fo  much  on  account  of 
their  apparent  magnitude,  as  for  the  wonderfully  extended 
profpeft,  which  in  common  with  the  Hirft  they  aiTbrd.  From 
the  Cant  hilb,  6  complete  (hires,  with  a  part  of  8  more,  are 
feeti.  Here  the  whole  country,  from  Arthur's  Seat  to  the 
hiik  in  Arran,  and  the  weftern  termination  of  the  Grampian 
Range,  fills  die  eye.  While  the  obferver  turns  round,  car* 
rying  hk  eye  from  S.  to  N*  the  whole  fpace  from  the  Pent* 
}and,  Tinto  and  Loudon  hills,  on  the  one  hand»  to  the  Lo- 
mond, the  Ochil,  and  Campfie  heights,  on  the  other,  fuccef* 
fively  comes  under  his  view.  Into  this  extenfive  profpe6i, 
with  the  hills  aiicady  mentioned,  enter  ^  towns  of  Glaf* 
gow,  Paifley,  and  Hamilton,  with  villases  and  gentlemeni 
feats  not  to  be  numbered.  This  great  (bretch  of  country,  a 
few  miles  S.  £.  of  Shotte  excepted,  has  the  appearance  of 
much  richnefs  and  cultivation. 

Propriftors^  and  iJfw/.-*-By  various  falcs  on  the  part  of  the 
fsners,  the  number  of  heritors  now  in  the  parifh  of  Shotts 
hive  arifen  to  45.  The  chief  of  thcfe  are  the  Duke  of  Fla- 
milton,  Gavin  Inglts  of  Murdifton,  Sir  John  Inglis  of  Cra« 
mond,  and  Col.  William  Dalrymple  of  Clcland.    Of  thcfe 

45 

*  The  ^holc  of  cktt  txtenfire  parifli,  tlie  lands  of  Bkdrmockf  excepted, 
vhich  fonnerlf  were  the  property  of  tlie  Laird  of  Dundaii,  bat  now  of  Sir 
John  Inglis  of  Cramond,  from  the  year  i378,dovin  to  the  year  i630,beloD^- 
rd  to  the  httSif  of  Hamilton.  The  Maripii  of  Hamilton,  at  the  l«ft  of  thde 
period^  ibid  o«t  the  greater  part  of  this  citenfiTC  Barooy, 
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45  there  may  be  about  ii,  all  of  whofc  property  docs  not 
annually  yield  looo  mcrks  Scotch.  The  valued  rent  of 
Shotts  U  6566I.  Scotch*  The  real  rent  exceeds  4500I.  Ster- 
ling. 

Roads, — ^The  great  road,  which  at  prefcnt  leads  from  Glaf* 
jjow  to  Edinburgh,  pailes  through  this  parifh,  and  divides  it 
nearly  into  two  equal  parts.  In  this,  as  in  the  other  roads 
formed  at  that  period,  a  ftrcight  rather  than  a  level  line  was 
fought.  To  this  abfurd  and  inconfideratc  idea,  are  many  of 
the  pulls  in  it  to  be  afcribcd.  A  bill  has  been  lately  obtain* 
cd,  to  carry  a  road  from  Glafgow  to  Edinburgh,  by  the  vil- 
lages of  Ardrie  and  Batligatc.  In  this  bill  there  is  alfo  a 
claufe,  impowering  Colonel  Dalrymple  of  Cleland  to  make  a 
line,  which  leaves  the  Shotts  road  at  Bells-hill,  and  returns  to 
it  at  the  confines  of  AVhitburn  parifh.  Each  of  thefe  pafs 
though  this  parifh,  the  firft,  two  miles  N.  of  the  Church,  the 
fecond,  two  miles  S.  of  it.  In  felf  defence,  the  truftees  upon 
the  Sliotts  roads  have  novir  in  many  places  eafed  the  pulls  ia 
it  greatly ;  and  to  avoid  the  Hirft  altogether,  the  road  is  now 
carried  nearly  in  a  dead  levels  ro^nd  tlie  north  end  of  that 
hill.  The  advantages  derived  by  the  public,  frpm  the  late 
wonderful  improvement  upon  roads,  arc  indeed  aftonifhing. 
The  journey  which,  40  years  ago,  the  traveller  could  only 
srccomplifh  in  two  days,  he  now  executes  in  five  or  fix  hours. 
The  expedition,  and  cnc^cafed  burden  of  draught  horfes  are 
equally  (Iriking,  and  ftill  more  beneficial.  The  ftatute  wprk 
of  this  parifh,  though  it  be  commuted,  and  very  regularly  Ic- 
vkd,  is  far  from  being  fufficient  to  keep  the  many  roads,  in 
fo  wide  a  diftriS  of  country,  in  any  tolerable  repair. 

Ecdefiajlkal  State, — ^The  piefcnt  kirk  of  Shotts  is  a  long 
narrow  building,  fituated  due  E.  and  W.     What  changes 
k  lias  undergone,   fince  its  credlion  in  1450,  do  not  ap- 
pear 
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pear  *  •  It  got  a  few  repairs  fome  years  ago ;  much  remains 
ilin  to  be  done  in  this  way.  The  manfe  was  built  in  the 
year  17C0.  Before  Mr  Bruce's  admiflion,  it  had  undergone 
repeated  repairs.  At  that  period  1 00  guineas  were  laid  out  up- 
on it,  which  have  rendered  it,  though  in  a  very  expofed  fitua- 
tion,  abundantly  fnug  and  convenient.  The  glebe  confifts  of 
44  acres.  It  might  rent  as  a  fmall  farm  at  13I.  or  14I.  Ster- 
ling. In  it  there  is  a  feam  of  coal,  of  the  fplint  or  parrot  kind, 
fully  3  feet  thick.  There  arc  here  two  ftrata  of  iron  (lone, 
the  one  relling  immediately  upon  the  coal,  the  other  a  foot 
nearer  the  furface,  each  from  4  to  6  inches  thick  :  there  is,  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  this,  another  feam  of  coal  upon  the 
glebe,  of  the  fmiddy  or  drofs  kind  ;  this  being  only  two  fcet 
thick,  would,  in  a  country  like  Shotts,  (though  it  be  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality)  nearly  exhauft  its  value  in  working.  The 
living  of  Shott3,  manfe,  glel^,  and  fire  included,  is  worth 
14CI.  Sterling.  The  Seceders  are  much  more  numerous  than 
the  members  of  the  Eftabiilhcd  Church  J. 
School.  The  fchool-mafter  of  Shotts,  as  in  many  other  places 
of  Scotland,  afts  as  feihon-clerk.  The  emoluments,  annex- 
ed to  his  office,  may  be  about  3I.  los.  The  quarterly  allow* 
ance  for  each  fcholar  taught  EngliQi  is  2od.  writing  28.  Latin 

and 

•  Acciently  the  pirifli  of  Bothwell  extended  from  the  Clyde,  (wafhin« 
alojijr  its  S.  W.  borders)  all  the  way  to  the  confines  of  Weft  LothiaiT.  To 
accommodate  the  inhabitants  in  the  Eaftern  parts  of  this  great  parifli,  the  firft 
Lord  HAMiLTOw,  in  the. year  X450,  built  a  chapel  where  the  kirk  o£  Shottt 
now  ftmda,  caiied  it  Catbariiu'*  Cba^l^  being  dedicated  to  St  Cathakinx 
#f  Si  £11  MA.  It  was  not,  however,  till  after  the  Kefcrmatlon,  that  the  cotin- 
rry  round  this  chapel  was  totally  deuchcd  from  Bothwell,  and  ereded  into  ^ 
ffparate  parifli. 

I  After  a  draggle  which  laftcd  upwards  of  fix  years,  the  fettlement  of  Mr 
Lavbence  Wells,  late  incumbent  in  Shotts,  was  at  length  efiedled  in  the 
year  1768.  Soon  after  this,  a  meeticg.houfe  was  built,  to  which  the  great 
fti;:}ority  of  the  people  called  a  Burgher  clergyman. 
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and  Arithmetic  2$.  6d.  Daring  the  harvcft  Tacatlon,  which 
lafts  about  two  months,  the  fchoolmadcr  receives  no  wagcs- 
SuppoRng  the  fchchrs  at  an  average  to  be  2;,  each  at  a 
mectium  yieWing  as.,  the  teacher  earns  yearly  by  his  fchool 
81. 6s.  Sd. ;  befides  an  offering  given  by  the  fcholars  at  Candle- 
mas, with  a  free  houfe,  2I.  los.  *,  thefe,  with  a  yearly  fabry  of 
100  merks  Scotch,  o[ircthe  fchootmader  19!.  17s.  ^.peran^ 
nuwy  a  provifion  too  fcanty,  for  the  comfortable  fubfiflence  of 
one  qualtiied  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  this  important  ofEce. 
Hiere  has,  for  this  reafon,  been  thefe  30  years  paft  a  fuc- 
cefllon  of  teachers  in  Shotts,  unknown,  it  is  fuppofed,  in  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  painful  to  add,  that,  cither 
through  the  total  want  of  a  fchooUmafter,  or  the  carelefsnefs, 
the  imprudence,  or  incapacity  of  thofe  in  thb  office,  the  rif- 
ing  generation,  for  thefe  ten  years  pad,  have,  in  the  golden 
feafon  of  youth,  been  in  a  great  meafure  prevented  from  ac- 
quiring that  knowledge,  and  thofe  habits,  which,  in  the  fub- 
fequent  part  of  life,  can  render  them  gopd  men,  and  good 
citizens.  For  the  fame  rcalbn,  conneftcd  with  the  carclcfo- 
nefs,  if  not  obftinacy  of  Seceders,  the  parifli  records  of  Shotts 
are  fo  extremely  inaccurate  and  deficient,  that  no  decifion, 
even  for  the  fmalleft  average,  could  reft  upon  their  evidence. 
Aer.-— The  poor  in  Shotts,  for  many  years  paft,  have  been 
fupported  by  affeflment.  Upon  the  firft  Tuefdays  of  Feb- 
ruary and  Auguft,  agreeable  to  aft  of  Parliament,  the  heri- 
tors and  eiders  meet  in  a  conjunft  body.  After  the  num- 
ber to  be  admittted  upon  the  roll,  and  the  fupply  to  be  gran<- 
ted  each  claimant,  are  fettled,  the  fum  wanted  for  the  enfu-. 
ing  fix  months  is  laid  on.  This  the  treafurcr  is  authorifed  to 
to  levy,  the  one  half  from  the  heritors,  the  other  half  from 
the  tenants,  in  proportion  to  Iheir  feveral  valuations.  At 
each  meeting  a  ftanding  committee  is  alfo  appointed,  to  fa- 
pcrintend  the  operations  of  the  treafurer,  and  to  give  advice 
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cr  Aipply  upon  extraordinary  emergencies  I'lie  number 
upon  the  poor's  roll  of  Shotts  may  be,  <ommunibus  annls^  front 
20  to  28.  The  allowance  granted  to  itldividualt  may  be 
each  month  from  2  s.  to  6  s  :  It  often  happens  that  there 
are  pcrfons  (landing  in  need  of  temporary  relief,  who  wi(h 
not  to  be  put  upon  the  roll  Their  cafe  at  each  meeting  is 
^Ifo  confidered,  and  a  reafonable  allowance  granted.  The 
fum,  annually  requifite  for  all  the  above  mentioned  ptirpofes^ 
raay  be  about  50  1.  Sterling'}  of  which,  40I.  Or  therea- 
bout, is  raifcd  by  affeffment;  the  mort- cloths  and  kirk-dues, 
make  up  for  the  reft.  This  plan,  in  a  pari(b  like  Shott^ 
-There  the  Scflaries  are  fo  numerous,  and  the  heritors  of  the 
greateft  valuation  do  not  refide,  feems  to  be  the  only  equi- 
table one  which  can  be  adopted. 

Pi^^tf/er/foi>.—- The  enlargement  of  farms  has  produced  the 
fame  efTefls  in  Shotts  that  it  has  produced  in  other  places.  A- 
bng  the  N.  and  £•  iides  of  this  parifli,  the  property  of 
tbe  Duke  of  Hamiltoni  and  Sir  John  Inglis  of  Crambnd,  the 
number  of  inhabitants  is  much  diminifhed.  Of  diis,  the 
ntins  of  many  cottages,  and  Cf  eid^  of  fome  farm  fteadtogs^  iffbrd 
tbe  mod  fatisfaflory  proofs.  The  pari(b|  however,  it  would 
appear,  has  of  late  been  upon  the  incteafe :  Within  thefe  i  i 
▼ears  there  have  been  built  in  it,  and  are  How  pofiefled»  35 
cottages  and  3  farm  (leadings.  For  this  the  late  increafe  of 
travellers  upon  the  great  road,  and  the  Omca  Iron  nuati,  fuf- 
(ideotly  account.  The  total  decreafe  within  theft:  40  years 
Is  dated,  along  with  other  particulars,  ia  the  following  table  : 

POFUIATIOM  TABl.*  t)F  f  HE  PAWSH  Ot  ShoTTS. 

No.  of  fouls  In  1 755,  as  returned  to  Dr  Webfter  33^2 

Ditto  in  1793  -  .        '        .;  2041 

Dccrcafc  *     .  -  -i .         aW 

Vol.  XV.  M  Acts; 
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Ages  and  Sexes.  Males.  Females.  Teial. 

Pcrfons  umicr  15  years  of  age,  384         324         708 

Ditto  above  that  age,  -  601         732       1333 

In  all  98$        1056       2041 

Proprietors,   Artists,  Sec. 

No.  of  heritors,  refident  -  -            -       20 

— Ditto,  non-refidcnt  -  -                       16 

—Clergymen,             -  -  -                        z 

— SchooUmaftcrs,  -  -                -             3 

— Surgeons,                   -  1  -                   i 

— ^Weavers*,         -  •"^3  xp             42 

— ^Licenfed  ale  and  fpirlt  fellers,  -  -            .10 

—-Smiths,                -  *     4  2              t 

— Shoemakers,                -  10  4             14 

— ^Tailors,             -  12  2             14 

— ^Coopers,            -  •         i  -                i 

—Colliers,                    -  -  -                     r> 

— Miners  employed  at  the  iron  woik,  ^  80 

Religious  persuasions. 

No.  of  families  belonging  to  the  Eftabliftied  Church,        122 
Ditto  Burgher  Scceders,  -  -  -       363 

Ditto  Antiburghers,  -  -  -  *  16 

Ditto  Cameronians,  -  -  -  -,17 

Total  number  of  families,  5 1 8 

C/imoif^^The  climate  varies  confiderably,  in  the  diffirrent 

parts  of  this  widely  extended  parifh.     In  the  low  parts  of  it, 

ftretching  South,  and  South-Weft,  the  air  is  fenfibly  milder 

than 

'^  Of  thefe  z9' are  emplojod  in'fadory  work,  And  %y  In  eoantry  work. 
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than  in  the  country  round  the  churcb.  Aq  impenetrable  till| 
lying  at  the  bottom  of  a  thin  fpungy  black  foil,  keeps  the  fur- 
fice  generally  moift ;  this,  with  the  want  of  (belter  from  in- 
clofures,  and  belts  of  planting,  renders  the  air  more  penetra- 
ting and  chill  than  in  other  parts  qf  the  country,  even  of 
the  fame  height,  where  thefe  improvements  have  been  fo 
happily  introduced  The  inhabitants,  however,  of  Shotts  are 
cqudly,  if  not  more  healthy,  than  thofe  who  live  in  a  warm- 
er climate*.  From  the  quantity  of  fuel  with  which  people 
of  all  ranks  are  here  fo  plentifully  fupplied,  dampnefs  with- 
in doors  produces  none  of  thefe  rheumatic  dtforders,  fo  pre- 
viknt  in  warmer  climates,  where  this  neccffary  article  is, 
from  its  ezpence,  almoft  denied  to  the  bulk  of  the  people. 
The  renowned  and  immortal  Dr  Cullen,  (who  began  his 
career  in  this  parifh,)  when  talking  upon  this  fubje£^,  ufed 
to  fay  that  Shotts  was  the  Montpelier  of  Scotland. 

C&'luries. — By  feveral  late  trials,  conne£tcd  with  former 
c^fcoreries,  it  now  appears,  that  the  whole  country  along  the 
South  fide  of  the  great  road,  frpm  the  confines  of  Whitburn 
parifti,  is,  for  lo  miles  Weft,  and  6  South,  all  covered  with 
coil.  In  the  pari(h  of  Shotts,  which  occupies  a  conGderable 
pare  of  tlias  great  fpace,  ther^  are  4  collieries*  The  firft  of 
ihefe  ii  Benhar^  the  property  of  Sir  John  Inglis  of  Cramond  : 
with  this  coal,  which  is  of  the  bcft  quality,,  the  whole  country 
reft  of  Edmburgh  upon  the  great  road  is  chiefly  fupplied  ; 
nine  miners  have  here  conftant  employment.  Thefe  bring 
innoally  from  the  pitt  1 2,ocQ  carts,  weighing  each  cart  near- 
Jr  7  cwt.  The  price  at  the  hill,  within  thefe  few  years,  has 
rifen  from  is.  to  i8d.  a  cart  *,  the  total  annual  produ£l  of 
this  work  is  900L  Sterling,  of  which  fum,  at  6d«  each  cart, 

H  2  300I. 

*  Withio  thefe  4  yean,  three  pld  perfoni  have  died  id  the  parilh  of  Shotts ; 
4^  BiH,  »t  hif  death,  wa»  entered  into  the  90th  year  of  hii  age,  the  otiier  iD 
t^  9ad«  sod  the  third  in  the  S8th  year  of  his  a^c. 
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jdol.  Stirling  goes  to  the  miners.  Hettis  Rigg  cdal,  die  pro- 
f^xtj  of  Colonel  William  Dalrymple  of  Cidand,  lies  3  miles 
l^cft  of  Benhar.  The  ftam  is  only  22  inches  thick ;  the  pro- 
frietor  here  cmployb  3  miners,  more  with  a  view  to  tviro 
ftrata  of  iron  ftonci  of  an  excellent  quality,  than  to  the  coal, 
U'hich,  partly,  from  its  inferior  quality,  and  partly  from  uront 
of  market,  fells  at  is.  the  cart,  the  purchafer  pleafinghimfclf  as 
t<T  quantity.  Mr  Cleland  of  Auchinlec,  and  Mr  Cuming  of 
Crofs-hall,  towards  the  Weft  end  of  the  pari(h,  have  great  fields 
of  coal  upon  their  lands.  Mr  Cleland's  feam  16  upwards  of  3 
feet  thick.  Mr  Cuming's  in  fome  places  is  5,  and  in  other 
places  9  feet  thick ;  each  of  thcfe  gentlemen  at  prtfent  onlv 
employ  two  miners ;  but  did  the  fale  profper,  it  would  give 
bread  to  a  much  greater  number.  Mr  Cuming's  coal  is  con- 
nedJed  bath  with  the  ball  and  ftratum  iron-ftone. 

FueL — plentiful  as  the  coal  is  through  this  pari  ft,  yet,  in 
the  middle,  and  along  tl^e  north  (ide  of  it,  peat  is  chiefly^  ufed. 
This  is  almoft  at  every  man's  door,  and  is  prepared  at  a  time 
when,  according  to  the  mode  of  farming  here  pra£ticed,  littl« 
elfe  id  done. 

Propofed  CamJ.-^k  canal  leading  from  fidiAburgh  to  Glaf^ 
gow  was  laft  feafon  the  fubjedl  of  much  converfaiion.  Of  the 
three  trails  propofed,  if  eoal  be  the  leading  objed,  the  one 
South  of  the  kirk  of  Shotts  furely  merits  the  preference. 
Beds  of  frcc-ftonc,  fome  of  them  of  a  very  fine  grain,  arc  fre- 
quent in  this  parifh,  and  the  whin-ftonc  in,  the  centre  of  it 
may  be  faid  to  be  inexhauftible. 

Iron  Worhs.-^Thc  Omoa  iron  work,  the  property  of  Co- 
rnel William  Da(rymple  6f  Cleland,  lies  on  the  conSnes  cf 
this "pariA,  towarda  the  South- Weft.  Itwasere^edin  1787. 
'Hie  fituation  of  this  work  is  peculiarly  eligible.  The  Colonel 
has  throughout  his  eftate  here,  which  is  of  confidersble  ex* 
\ciit,  a  feam  of  coal  2  feet  5  inches  thick  j  2  feet  above  the 


ofiihotts.  ti 

coal,  halt  iron-ftone  is  found,  the  balls  Ijung  pretty  near  eack 
other.  This  (lone  is  fuperior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind,  hither- 
to found  in  this  part  of  the  country :  3  c  wt.  of  calcined  (lone 
yield  I  cwt  of  mefal  \  it  fmelts  alfo  widiout  the  help  of  iron 
ore.  Two  feet  nearer  the  furface  theie  are  two  ftrata  of  iron 
ilone,  each  from  6  to  9  inches  thick.  Pelow  the  2  feet  5 
inches  of  cool,  there  is  another  coal  9  feet  in  thicknefs,  of  an 
excel\pnt  quality.  There  is  here  each  day  raifed  j6  tons  of 
coal,  ^6  tons  of  which  go  to  the  furnace  \  the  other  ten,  from 
their  fmallnefs,. being  unfit  for  charringi  either  fcrve  to  blow 
the  engine,  or  are  fold  to  the  country.  Nine  tons  of  calcined 
ftone  a-day  go  to  the  fornace,  which  cads  at  the  interval  of 
18  hours,  and  yields  about  two  t^nsof  pig  iron,  generally  of 
an  excellent  quality.  There  is  here  a  cupok  blown  by  the  en* 
gine,  which  produces  caft  work  of  any  form  employers  pleale. 
Orders  of  this  fort,  aafwered  by  Colonel  Dalrymplci  hav« 
giTen  great  iatisfa£lion.  The  coal  is  raifed  here  from  iSd 
to  2od  per  ton,  (the  coal  falling  below  4  inches  fquare  ex^p 
cepted),  wUch  brisf  s  the  miner  only  9J4.  a  ton :  Ball  iroa 
ftooe  in  raifiog  zs«  6d  :  Stratum  iron  itone  i8d.  There  arc 
employed  here  40  roiners)  befides  other  40  fmelters  and  per* 
fons  otherwife  engaged,  and  1  a  horfes«  The  weekly  expence 
at  this  work  is  80I  Sterlingi  which  finding  its  way  to  farmers 
and  workmen  of  every  cJab  in  the  neighbouihood,  improtcs 
their  fituation  beyond  what  hitherto  they  had  experienced^ 
in  this  inland  country.  Another  iron  work  is,  againft  the  en* 
fuing  fpring,  (1794,^  to  be  cre£led  upon  Mr  David  Young's 
lands  of  Little  Hairfliaw,  which  ly  about  a  mile  S.  W.  of  the 
kirk  of  Shotts.  The  gentlemen  engaged  in  tliis  work  fay» 
there  is  throughout  the  parifli  of  Shotts  fuch  a  profufion  of 
coal  and  iron  ftone,  as  might,  and  in  all  probability  foon  will 
employ  feveral  fuch  furnaces  as  the  one  now  blown  in  it. 

Should 
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Should  this  prophecy  be  verified,  what  a  change  in  the  ap- 
pearance and  prodyft  of  SKotts  may  be  expcfled  ! 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Provjfiom.^^hxx  expert  ploughman 
gets  1 2I.  Sterling  annuaUy ;  an  ai&ftant  about  1 8  years  old,  6L 
Sterling ;  a  herd  about  12  years  old,  through  the  herding  fea-  ^ 
fon,  20s;  a  dairy  maid,  or  houfe  fen^nt,  annually,  3L  ids  ; 
each  of  thefe  ha^  bed  and  board  furniihed  \  a  day-labourer 
from  March  to  November  1 4d  a-day  \  the  four  remaining 
months  i  id  a- day.     During  the  harvoft  fcafon,  men  receive 
!4d.  women  \oAi  with  pronfions  forniflted.     A  tailor  gets 
8d.  with  his  viSuak ;  a  mafon  and  carpenter,  each  finding 
therr  own  proviiion!;,  2od.    Each  of  thefe  clafTes  of  labourers 
hare,  within  thefe  l»ft  eight  years,  rifcn  one  third  in  their  de- 
mands ;  at  prefent,  however,  wages  feem  rather  to  be  moving 
in  an  oppofite  dircftion.— — Meal  throughout  this  country 
may  be  rated  at  ird.  a  peck  below  the  Glafgow  itiarket.  The 
great  quantities  of  Merfe  meal  brought  from  the  Dalkeith 
market,  and  carried  through  this  parifti  to  Glafgow,  con- 
tribute chiefly  to  produce  this  effeft.     Frefti  butter  fells  at 
Sd.  a  pound  5  falted  butter  per  ftone  I28 ;  ftim'd  milkcheefc 
^s.  4d.  a  ftoiic  ;  butter  and  cheefe  weight  22  cz  ^  a  hen  i4d  ; 
chickens  from  8d:  to  lod,  a  pair,  eggs  jd  a  dozen.     Carriers 
picking  up  and  carrying  thefe  articles,  either  to  Glafgow  or 
Kdfrtbtirgh,  heighten  their  prices  very  much  to  thofe  who 
dwell  \ipon  the  great  road. 

JSrfh.'ffft  Men. — Shotts  has  given  birth  to  two  peifons  ftill 
alivreofvcrydiiliiiguifhcd  merit;  viz.  Gavin  Hamilton  Efq; 
of  Munlifton,  the  mod  celebrated  hiftory  painter  now  in 
Europe,  and  John  Miller,  Efq;*  profcffor  of  law,  in  the 
univei  fry  of  Glafgow,  well  known  to  tlie  world  by  hi^  in- 
genious publications. 

*  This  gentleman  13  by  mld^ke  rrprefcutcd  at  a  oatiYS  of  Hamilton  ; 
fitit.  AccoiACt  Vol  3  pa^c  saa. 
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jintiquliies.-r^Tlitxt  is  upon  the  great  road,  immediately 
below  the  church,  a  copioud  founuin  of  excellent  water, 
known  by  the  name  of  Caters  or  Kates  Well.  Tim  name  it  no 
doubt  got  from  St.  Catharine  to  whom  it  was  dedicated.  A- 
bout  a  miic  South- Weft  from  the  kirk,  there  is  a  fmall  conical 
mount,  called  Laws-caftle.  This  name  fecms  to  indicate,  that 
fome  fortrefs  had  once  ftood  upon  it  j  but  if  there  ever  did, 
there  is  no  veftige  of  it  now  remaining,  except  perhaps  a 
quantity  of  ftones  of  enormous  weight  and  Cze. 

CbaraFler  cf  the  People, — Although' there  are  10  houfes 
licenced  to  fell  malt  and  fpiritous  liquors  of  home  manu- 
facture, they  are  chiefly  fupported  by  the  travellers  on  the 
great  road*  £vtn  in  thofe  parts  of  the  pariih,  where  public 
houfes  abound  moft,  intemperance  is  not  a  prevailing  vice. 
The  people,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  induftrious  and  fo- 
bcr.  Since  the  prefent  minifter's  conne£lion  with  Shotts, 
and  he  believes  for  many  years  before  that  period,  criminal 
profccutions  have  been  unknown,  one  profecution  for  mur<- 
der  excepted,  where  the  libel  wai  not  proven.  Each,  it 
would  appear,  fobcr  and  contented  with  the  fruits  of  his  own 
indullry,  feeb  but  little  of  thofe  pafiions  whofe  indulgence 
terminate  in  ignominy  and  death. 

Advantages  and  Dif advantages. — ^The  perfeft  command  of 
fuel  is  the  principal  advantage  which  the  inhabitants  of  this 
parifti  enjoy.  It  is  rather  furprifing  that  this  circumftance, 
conne£led  with  fo  eafy  an  intercourfe  between  Glafgow  and 
Edinburgh,  has  not,  long  ere  now,  paved  the  way  to  the  in- 
troduftion  and  growth  of  manufaftures  in  Shotts.  This, 
however,  had  not  trade  lately  received  fo  fevere  a  check  by 
the  war,  would  in  all  probability  foon  have  been  the  cafe. 
The  fields  of  mofs  with  which,  for  two  miles  on  each  fide 
of  the  great  road,  this  parifli  is  interfe£led,  are  a  difadvantage 
from  which  the  proprietors  of  Shotts  can  promife  themfelves 

no 
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no  denverance.  The  flatnefs  of  the  (ields»  and  the  barren 
hiU,  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  mofs,  eidude  eveiy  idea 
of  calttYation,  &om  the  mtnd  etcn  of  the  moft  adventurous 
improver.  It  may  be  added,  as  another  difadvantage}  that 
throughout  this  extenfive  parifli  there  are  but  two  or  three  fmall 
villages,  and  that  in  other  parts  of  it  the  houfcs  are  fo  dif- 
tant  from  each  other,  that  the  education  of  children  cannot 
be  obtained,  without  much  fatigue  to  the  young  onef,  and  ex- 
pence  to  the  parents. 


NUMBER 
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PARISH    OF    LOCHWINNOCH, 


;CouNTT  OF  Renfrew,  Presbytert  of  Paisley,  Synod 
OF  Glasgow  and  Ayr.) 

/ 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Steven,  Minifter. 


Name,  Extent^  Soil  and  Surface,  is^c. 

f^  jOCHwiNNocH  fecms  to  be  derived  from  the  large  loch  or 
!ake,  which  is  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  pariih,  and  St, 
Winnocb,  or  Winnioch,  under  whofe  prpteflion  it  was  fuppo- 
fed  to  hare  been  placed  in  the  d:!rk  ages,  and  whofe  name 
ftiil  remains,  although  his  hiftory  is  buried  in  Qblivion.  This 
panOi  extends  to  abput  6  miles  fquare.  The  foil  is  extreme- 
If  various.  The  high^er  grounds,  cxclufive  of  muir,  con- 
fift  of  a  light  dry  foil  on  whin-ftone,  or  rottcq  rock,  and  pro- 
duce a  great  quantity  of  very  rich  grafs  and  natural  white 
clover.  The  lower  grounds  conGd  of  clay  and  loam,  and 
produce  good  crops  of  every  kind. 
Vol- XV.  I  Climate^ 
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ClimaUi  Di/ca/eSf  Hills^  isfc. — The  air  is  rather  molft,  from 
the  frequent  r.iins  which  prevail  in  the  weftcrn  parts  of  Scot- 
land^  but  this  circumftance  does  not  appear  to  ^ffcSt  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  die  of  old  age. 
Confumptionsi  fevers,  and  fore  throats,  are  the  moft  com* 
mon  difeafes  in  this  parifh.  The  moil  remarkable  hill  in 
the  pariih  is  the  Mi/lf-Law,  which  rifts  to  the  height  of  1 240 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea  ;  and  commands  from  its  fum- 
mit  an  extenGve  and  vaiied  profpcfl  over  i  a  counties,  inclu- 
ding tlie  Frith  of  Clyde,  and  the  iflands  of  Arran,  Bute,  Ail- 
fa,  &c.  This  hill  is  furroundcd  by  the  muirland  part  of  the 
pariih,  which  abounds  with  game,  and  affords  tolerable  paf- 
ture  for  Ihecp, 

Laiest  Fi/b,  Birds,  Rhers,  an  i  Mills, — There  arc   two 
lakes  in  this  parifli,  CqftfefempULoch^  and  ^ue€fifid.'LQch,  The 
former  was,  fome  time  ago,  attempted  to  be  drained  with- 
out fuccefs,  and  is  now  made  a  moft  beautiful  piece  of  water, 
containing  above  400  acres,  in  which  there  are  plenty  of  pikes, 
perches,  and  eels.    It  alfo  abounds  with  fwans,  geefe,  ducks, 
teals,  bitterns,  and  other  kinds  of  wild  fowl.    The  beauty  of 
this  piece  of  water  is  confiderably  incrcafed,  by  the  well  dref- 
fed  grounds  and  good  quantity  of  wood  which  furrounds  it. 
^eenftdeLoch  is  ficuated  in  the  muirs,  and  contains  abaut 
21  acres ;   it  forms  an  excellent  refervoir,  for  fupplying  two 
large  cptton  mills  in  the  village  of  Loch  win  noch.    The  prin- 
cipal rivers  are  the  Colder^  whqfe  banks,  from  a  union  of 
wood,  water  and  rugged  rocks,  exhibit  a  variety  of  roman- 
tic and  pifturefque  fcenery,  and  the  Black  Cart*,    The  Cal- 
der  flows  into  CaftlefcmpleLoch,  and  the  Black  Cart  is  the 
inlet   from  it.     On  thefe  two  rivers,  7  very  large  cotton 
mills  have  been  ereded  within  thefe  few  years. 

Woods. 
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H^o9df. — ^Thcrc  arc  not  above  30  acrea  of  natural  \Vood  in 
his  parifh,  but  the  proprietors  of  Caftlefcmple  have  made 
very  cxtenfiTe  plantations,  which,  from  the  goodnefs  of  the 
\(n\y  and  the  attention  paid  to  them,  are  in  a  very  flourifh- 
'-r.g  ftatc.  They  extend  at  prefent  to  above  400  acres,  and 
vriM  probably  receive  confiderable  additions  from  the  prefent 
rrrprictor.  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  thinning 
r^me  plantations  at  Caftlefemple,  from  29  to  35  years  old, 
cich  larch  fold  at  from  12  s.  to  72  s,  arid  the  beft  of  any  of 
he  other  trees  did  not  bring  a  higher  price  than  5  s. 

Roads, — ^The  roads  were  fome  years  ago  in  a  wretched  ftate; 
i.iily,  narrow,  and  almoft  impaffable  in  wet  weather,  but  many 
^f  them  arc  now  excellent,  and  great  improvements  may  im- 
mediately be  expcaed,from  two  new  lines  of  turn-pike  road, 
propofed  to  be  carried  through  the  f>ari(h  to  Kilbimie  and 
Port^Glafgow.  The  turn-pike  roads  in  this  patiQi  are  con- 
rf  £led  by  private  roads,  to  the  making  and  repairing  of  which 
IJl  the  converfion  of  the  ftatute  labour,  amounting  to  above 
1  ccL  Sterling  a  year,  is  folely  applied. 

Ecclefiafilcal  State. — ^Tlie  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  at- 
tend the  eftabliflied  chi^rch,  and  there  are  not  above  io«  Se- 
ders, Burghers,  &c.  in  the  parifli.  William  M'Dowalli 
Uqy  of  Garthland  is  patron.  The  (lipend  confifts  of  1 27  bolls 
•  ^  meal,  and  2I.  of  vicarage  )  and  although  the  glebe  contains 
crJy  fix  acres,  yet  from  its  fituation  it  is  wotth  about  ill; 
Sterling  yearly*  An  augmentation  has  been  lately  propofed 
!3  the  heritors  by  the  patron,  to  which  they  have  unanimouf** 
iy  agreed.  The  church  is  very  well  finiOied,  and  contains  a- 
lout  1300  people  i  the  manfe  Is  beautifully  fituated  about 
3C0  yards  ffom  the  village,  and  320!.  have  been  lately  ex- 

I  2  .  panddd 
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pended  in  putting  it  into  complete  repair,  and  building  a  new 
fct  of  offices. 

Srifc:/.-^Thc  fchool,  which  i&  fituatcd  in  ihc  village^  U  com- 
modious, and  the  falary  of  old  amounted  to  2co  mcrks ;  bu: 
as  the  pariOi  is  divided  by  the  lake,  the  proprietor  on  the 
fouth  (ide  wiflicd  to  have  a  fchool  in  that  diflrici,  and  ob- 
tained 50  merks.  The  people  erc£led  a  fchool-houfc  at  tlieir 
own  expence,  and  the  cmolupients  of  the  teacher  employed 
by  them  ate  about  1 7I.  Sterling  yearly  :  the  falary 'and  emolu- 
ments of  the  pariih  fchoolmafter  amount  to  about  30I.  an- 
nually. 

Peon — The  number  of  jwor  on  the  pariHi  roll  is  at  pre- 
fcnt  20,  and  ihey  receive  from  is.  6d.  to  48.  each,  per  week* 
This  fupply  arifes  from  70I.  or  Sol.  coUefled  annually  at  the 
church  door,  and  from  the  intereft  of  a  few  donations,  and 
of  a  fmall  fund  belonging  to  the  poor.  There  arc  two  fo- 
cieties  cftabliflied  in  the  parifli,  for  fupplying  the  nccefliticr 
of  indigent  members,  and  their  inditution  has  been  produc* 
tive  of  much  advantage. 

Antiquities*. ^-^Tht  old  Chapel^  or  college  of  Cafile-Sem- 

fU 

•  A  very  fine  braft  cannon,  with  the  arms  of  Scotland,  and  J.  R.  S.  en- 
graved on  it,  wa«  found  many  years  ago  in  the  lake,  where  other  6  are  re- 
ported by  tradition  to  have  been  loft.  Several  eanoes  have  been  lately  four<i 
in  the  lake,  about  5  feet  below  the  furface,  which  evidently  prove  the  brgc 
fpreftt  that  mud  have  formerly  exi[led,in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
have  b«en  formed  in  a  rude  manner,  like  the  Indian  canoes,  out  of  fingle  trecE. 
About  6q  years  ago,  a  ladle  of  Cotimhian  brafs  was  found  within  a  mile  oi 
the  village,  and  the  hajidle  ftiU  remains  entire,  at  the  end  of  which  there  is 
a  beautiful  ram*«  head.  It  is  in  the  poficflioD  of  Mr  Barclay,  ica-kcq^er  a: 
I^ochwioiloch. 


of  Lochwinnocb.  69 

pUy%  ftill  remains  entire,  is  completely  covered  with  ivy,  and 
is  ufed  as  a  burying  place.  The  Paily  or  Pek^  an  old  caftlc, 
ftands  in  an  ifland  in  the  laky,  and  has  been  formerly  a  place 
of  confiderable  ftrcngtb,  to  which  the  lairds  of  Scrapie  re- 
treated in  feudal  times,  when  unable  to  hold  out  in  the  caftlc 
of  Scmple  againft  their  powerful  enemies. 

Minerals^  Magnetic  Roch^  &c. — Coal,  lime,  and  free- 
ftone  abound  in  different  parts  of  this  parifli,  and  a  very  fin- 
gular  magnetic  rock  has  been  difcovered  two  miles  from 
Caftle-Scmple.  The  compafs  was  fenfibly  affected  all  round 
the  rock,  to  the  diftance  of  1 50  yards.  The  effect  was  moft 
remarkable  on  the  caft  and  weft  fide  of  it,  and  in  e^'ery  direc- 
tion it  was  greater,  as  the  compafs  was  nearer  to  the  rock  it- 
felf.  In  its  immediate  vicinity,  or  nearly  in  a  perpendicular 
dire£iion  above  it,  the  position  of  the  needle  was  very  un* 
fteady  and  irregular,  and  as  the  compafs  was  gradually  brought 
nearer  the  ground,  the  deviation  from  the  magnetic  meiidian 
was  more  remarkable,  and  the  vibrations  more  rapid.  When 
the  compafs-  was  fet  on  the  ground,  the  north  pole  of  the 
needle  invariably  direded  itfelf  to  one  very  fmall  fpace  of  the 
rock,  on  whatever  fide  of  it  the  needle  was  placed, 

Houps  and  Manufaif ares. ^Whcn  the  prefent  incumbent  was 
fettled  in  this  parKh,  no  new  houfes  were  building  in  the  vil- 
lage ;  and  although  from  its  vicinity  toPaifley,  fcvera)  people 
were  employed  in  weaving  filk,  gauze,  and  lawns,  as  well  as  in 
the  manufadure  of  thread,  which  is  carried  on  to  a  confider- 

53 

5  Thu  chapel  was  fouDded  by  John  fir  ft  Lord  Sample,  io  tho  year  X505, 
**  ID  honour  of  God,  and  the  bleflied  Virgin  Maky  ;  and  for  die  profperity^f 
(«  Kiog  James  IY.  and  Margaret  his  queen,  and  for  the  iaIvatioD  of  hii  ova 
«  liMs],  and  the  fouls  of  his  two  wiTcs,'   dec. 
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able  extent,  yet  it  had  a  very  poor  appearance.  Since  that  period 
53  new  houfes  have  been  built ;  many  additional  feus  have  been 
granted  by  Mr  M*Dowal!  the  proprietor  \  and  the  population, 
the  wealth  and  the  induflry  of  its  inhabitants  have  been  in- 
creafed  in  a  moft  furprifing  degree,  within  a  very  (hort  time. 
The  local  fituation  of  Lochwinnoch  is  extremely  favourable, 
from  its  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  coal,  lime,  and  free- 
ftonc,  and  from  its  being  abundantly  fupplied  with  fine  fpring 
water  ;  but  its  rapid  increafe  has  been  principally  occafioned 
by  the  ereftion  of  two  large  cotton  mills,  by  Meflrs  Henllon, 
Burns  and  Co.  and  Meflrs  Johnftons  and  Co.  The  mill  erec- 
ted by  Meflrs  Henfton,  Burns  and  Co,  employ's  at  prefcnt 
140,  and  when  finiOied  will  employ  about  350  people.  The 
wheel  is  74  feet  diameter,  and  is  fupplied  with  watrr  from 
a  circular  dam,  built  acrofs  the  river  Calder,  19  feet  %  inches 
high,  and  85  feet  in  circumference  :  the  number  of  fpindles 
in  this  mill  will  amount  to  9144*  The  mill  erected  by 
MciTr^.  Johnftons  and  Co,  which  is  164  feet  long,  33  feet 
wide,  and  35  feet  high,  is  fupplied  with  water  from  the  mill 
of  MciTrs  Henfton,  Burns  and  Co,  employs  at  prefent  240 
people,  and  when  the  machinery  is  completed,  will  employ 
6to :  the  wheel  is  22  feet  in  diameter  and  10  feet  broad  )  the 
fpindles  in  this  mill  will  amount  to  19,435.  A  cotton  mill 
lias  been  ere£led  half  a  mile  from  the  village,  on  a  fmaller 
fcale,  which  will  employ  about  80  people :  Meflrs  Johnft^ons 
and  Co.  ate  at  prefent  procuring  a  very  large  field,  adjoin- 
ing to  their  cotton  mill,  for  bleaching,  which  is  carried  on 
with  great  activity  and  fplrit  by  Mr  Henry  Wilfon,  in  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  parifh  :  339,  612  yards  of  dimities,  mufli- 
nets,  jaconets,  and  booked  muflins,  from  rod.  to  2cs.  per 
yard,  and,  4000.  fpinels  of  thread  and  yarn,  were  bleached  by 
him  in  1791,  and  45  people  were  employed  in  the  work. 
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Ali'HBufes, — ^In  this  parifli,  there  are  14  ale-houfes,  which 
fliould  be  confidcrably  diminifhcd.  It  is  to  be  expefted  from 

fomc  refolutions  lately  publiflied,  that  tlie  jaftices  of  the  peace, 
to  whofi  fuperintcndance  this^  material  objeft  of  police  is 
committed  by  the  Legiflature,  will  take  this  fubjeft  ferioufly 
into  their  confideration,  and  apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  an 
evil,  which  is  produ£live  of  the  rnoft  pernicious  confequcn- 
ccs  to  the  health,  the  morals,  and  the  induftry  of  the  people* 

Papulation  and  Employments, — The  fallowing  table  exhi- 
biu,  at  one  view,  the  great  increafc  of  the  population  of  this 
parifli,  as  well  as  the  various  employments  of  the  inhabit- 
tants. 

Population  table  of  thp  parish  of  Lochwinnoch:. 

No.  of  Families.  Males.     Females.     7otdU 

In  the  year  1695,         290 


In 1791,        557 

J2P9 

1324 

2613 

In 1755, 

1530 

IncreafCji 

r 

- 

1C83 

In  the  village, 

557 

557 

ii'4 

In  the  country. 

732 

767 

Mf9 

Professions. 

Famen, 

148 

Wrights, 

. 

39. 

foiplof ed  in  (he  coUon  milbi 

380 

Mafons, 

. 

fi7 

WoTcr^ 

ns 

Smiths, 

'   - 

31 

Tailori, 

«9 

Sargeonty 

. 

2 

Shoonaken, 

14 

Miniftcr, 

. 

t 

Onicen, 

a 

Writer, 

• 

I 

Baken^ 

% 

SdUMl-mafters, 

- 

% 

£«tdicny 

% 

Alofdkrs, 

- 

H 

Abstract  ^Births tf«iMARRiAGEsy»r  tbelajl  twe-ve years. 
Tears;  Males*  Females.        Total.    Marriages. 

1780  22  16  38  26 

1 781  29  29  49  23 

1782 
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1782 

44 

16 

40 

22 

1783 

25 

30 

55 

20 

1784 

29 

23 

52 

28 

1785 

33 

%6 

59 

3« 

1786 

3» 

'9 

50 

18 

1787 

3» 

39 

70 

26 

1788 

23 

24 

47 

II 

1789 

36 

24 

60 

21 

1790 

33 

26 

60 

19 

1791 

29 

39 

r>8 

»9 

Total, 

336 

3>2 

648 

264 

Annual  average 

.    28 

25 

54 

22 

Longevity, — MarGArbt  Patton,  who  was  born  in  this 
parifli,  is  mentioned  by  Lynch  on  health,  as  a  remarkable  in- 
ftancc  of  longevity.  Her  pidure  and  a  print  from  it,  which 
the  writer  of  this  account  has  fecn,  were  done  from  the  life, 
by  J.  Cooper  in  173^,  with  the  following  infcription  : "  Mar- 
**  garet  Patton,  born  in  the  pariCh  of  Loghnugh,  near  Paiflcy 
^'  in  Scotland,  living  in  the  work-houfe  of  St  Mai^rets^ 
«•  Weftminftcr,  aged  138  years." 

Rent  and  Proprietors. — ^The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is 
66g%  6s.  8d.  Scotch,  and  the  real  rent  about  7600I.  Ster- 
ling. Mr  M*Dowall  is  proprietor  of  a  confidcrablc  part  of 
the  pariih,  and  the  remainder  holds  of  him  as  fuperior, 
with  a  few  exceptions.  The  other  proprietors  amount  to 
120,  and  the  uncommon  number  of  them  fecms  to  have  a- 
riftp,  from  the  feus  granted  by  the  families  of  Dundonald 
and  Semple,  who  were  formerly  proprietors  of  the  greater 
part  of  this  parifli.  They  (efide  in  general  in  the  pariih,  mar- 
ry into  each  other's  families,  and  cultivate  their  own  property, 

to 


of  LochwinmcK  73 

T)  which  they  arc  particularly  attached.  Their  houfes  are 
comfortable^  many  of  them  extremely  good,  and  the  old  woods 
c:  plane  and  a(h  trees,  with  which  they  are  univerfally  fur-^ 
T::undedy  contribute  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  country. 

Agriculture^  Farm  Renfi,  ProJiuf,  ts^c. — The  arable  land 
cf  this  parifli  amounts  to  5476  acres,  of  which  1494  are  year- 
ly in  tillage  ;  and  it  is  all-enclofed  with  ftone  walls,  hedges, 
cr  funk  fences,  with  a  hedge  planted  at  a  proper  diftance 
from  the  bottom,  which  is  a  very  (trong  and  beautiful  fence. 
The  rent  of  the  land  is  from  izs.  Sterling  to  2I.  per  acre  ;  and 
tliC  farni^  are  generally  let  for  19  years,  at  from  15 L  to  iioL* 
a.-mually.  A  certain  proportion  of  the  arable  land  is  likewifc 
let  to  the  manufadurers  in  fmall  lots.  The  tenants  are  bounds 
by  their  leafes,  to  plow  2,  and  reft  4  years,  and  to  have  on-* 
ly  one  third  of  the  farm  in  tillage.  They  put  their  whole 
manure  on  the  firft  year,  and  lay  down  the  fecond  crop  with 
ryc-grafs  and  clover,  which  is  a  conGderable  improvement^ 
tliough  it  has  only  become  a  common  pra£tice  within  thefe 
few  years.  Oats,  (which  are  fown  in  Mardi  arid  reaped  in 
September,)  and  potatoes,  are  the  pnncipal  crops  in  this  pa« 
riih.  Barley,  or  rather  i^jr,  is  likewife  raifed  in  fmall  quan- 
tities ;  and  the  culture  of  flax  has  been  attended  with  fuccefs^ 
and  has  entitled  many  of  the  farmers  to  premiums.  From 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  which  produces  very  fine  pafture,  worth 
from  5s.  to  308.  a  great  quantity  of  butter  and  cheefe  is  an- 
nuity made  -,  and  the  farmers  principally  depend  on  the  fale 
cf  thefe  articles,  and  the  rearing  of  cattle,  to  the  breed  o£ 
which  they  are  particularly  attentive. 

H^rfirSf  Cattle,  Sheep,  &V.— The  horfes  are  remarkably  good, 
and   the  milk  cows  fell  at  from  61.  to  12  L     The  total 
number  of  thefe,  and  the  other  live  ftock^  are  as  follows : 
Vov  XV.  K  H«fiib 


74  Stattjlical  Account 


Horfet, 

170 

Milk  cowt      . 

1 101 

Bulla 

43 

Mares 

63 

Fat  ditto 

416 

Sheep 

%%G6 

Cokf 

77 

YouDg  cattle 

i74 

Swine 

4» 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Provifions. — Men  fervants  hired  by  tlic 
year  receive  from  10  1.  to  12  1.  \  maid  fervants  4  I.  \  mafons 
ptr  day,  from  2  &  to  2  s.  2d ;  wrights  from  is.  8d.  to  2s,  an<l 
mill- Wrights  as  high  as  2s.-6di  a  day-labourer  from  is.  4d.  to 
19.  8d  J  oat  meal  fells  at  from  16  s.  to  17s.  6d.  per  boll  \  beef 
and  mutton  from  4d,  to  7d,  per  lb  \  butter  from  lod.  to  iid  ^ 
cheefe,  made  of  Ikimmed  milk,  from  2d.  to  3d,  and  of  fweet 
milk,  from  4^  to  6d  ;  eggs  at  from  5d.  to  gd.  per  dozen  ; 
potatoes  from  los.  to  lis. per  boll ;  hens  fiom  is.  2d.  to  is. 
6d  ;  and  chickens  from  4d.  to  6d.  each. 

Advantages  and  Hints  for  Improvement. — The  advantages  of 
this  parifh  arife  from  the  plenty  of  coal,  lime  and  free-ftonc 
in  the  greateft  part  of  it ;  from  its  vicinity  to  Paifley,  Port- 
Glafgow  and  Greenock  ^  from  tlie  good  roads  already  made> 
(including  th^  new  lines  of  road  to  be  immediately  fet  on  foot) 
and  from  the  rapid  incrcafc  of  manufactures,  which  mud 
very  confiderably  augment  the  value  of  the  land.  With 
thefc  advantages,  it  is  hoped  that  many  of  the  fcuers  and 
farmers,  who  perfift  m  the  old  fafliioned  fyftem  of  agricul- 
ture, may  be  induced,  from  the  example  of  others,  and  a  re- 
gard for  their  6wn  intercft,  to  ufc  better  implements  of 
husbandry,  to  follow  a  proper  rotation  of  crops,  and  to  at- 
tempt the  culture  of  turnips,  which  are  particularly  adapted 
to  the  foil  of  this  pariOi* 
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NUMBER  IV. 


UNITED  PARISHES   of   TWYNE- 
HOL^  AND  KIRK-GHRIST 


tCoUNTT  AND  pRESBYTERY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT,  SyNOD  OF 

Galloway.) 
By  the  Rev.  Br.  John  Scqtt,  Minijfl^r. 


Origin  oftt^  Name, 

j^  RADiTiON  hath  handed  dowp  a  report,  that  nigh  to  the 
fiburch,  a  great  battle  was  fought,  and  a  king  ilain.  A  large 
'fiftgle  block  of  granite,  fet  up  upon  one  end,  is  (hown  as  the 
nu)nument  of  the  unfortunate  monarch  i  and  fome  derive  the 
name  of  the  pariih  from  the  vanguiOied  being  obliged  to 
Tvrjnebame^  that  is,  to  return  homeward  in  a  winding  direc- 
uon. 

Fwm^  Extent,  and  Situation* — The  form  of  the  united  Pa- 

rilhes  of  Twynetolm,  or  Twjnebame^  (as  it  is  anciently  and 

perhaps  more  properljf  wrote,)  and  Kirk^Cbrjfi,  is  oblong; 

K  2  the 
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the  extent  is  about  9  mies  by  2 ;  though,  from  the  remotcft 
houfe  in  the  one  end  to  the  remoteft  houfe  in  the  other,  the 
dire£i  didance  will  not  bemuch  above  6  miles*  The  river  J^ee 
divides  them  from  Kirkcudbright,  upon  the  S.  S*  E.  and  S. 
E.  and  the  water  of  Tarf  from  Tongland  upon  the  E  :  A 
linall  bay  of  the  fea  walhes  the  coaft  from  the  W.  to  the  S. 

Surface  and  SoiL — ^Thc  fur  face  is  moftly  faigh*hnd,  and,  (ecn 
at  a  didance,  looks  like  an  elevated  plain  \  but  when  entered 
upon,  it  rifes  into  knolls  and  arable  hills,  with  fmall  valleys  and 
fome  mcrfe  land  upon  the  borders  of  the  Tarf  and  the  Dec, 
until  you  approach  the  extremity  towards  the  N.  W.  by  N., 
when  the  view  i$  bounded  by  hiJIs  covered  with  heath. — 
The  foil  is  various,  and  generally  formed  from  rmg^  and  what  is 
called  in  this  country,  rctttnjlwe^  decompounded  by  the  in* 
^ucnce  of  fun  and  air,  &c.  and  fallen  into  earth.^  A  great  part 
of  the  foil  lies  ppon  this  kind  of  rock,  and  fome  of  it  upon 
a  till  bottpqi.  There  are  clay,  mofs,  gravelly,  and  fandy 
foils,  though  very  little  of  this  lad.  In  general,  tne  foil  is 
}ight,  dry  and  rich,  and,  when  properly  managed,  repays  the 
induftrious  farmer  with  exuberant  props  of  grafs  and  corn. 

Climate  and  Difeafes.^-^fik  good  deal  of  rain  falls  generally 
ppon  the  weft  coaft,  and  thefe  pariihes  have  their  ftrare  of 
it,  but  hot  more  than  what  is  neceflary,  confidering  the  dry- 
ncfs  of  the  foil. — Borderir>g  upon  the  Welbcrn  Ocean,  our 
frofts  in  winter  arc  of  (hort  continuance,  and  fnow  very  fcU 
dom  lies  fo  long,  as  to  do  material  damage  to  the  ftore  faiv 
mcr.  The  height  of  the  ground  in  general,  the  drynefs  of  the 
foil,  and  the  fea  air,  all  contribute  to  the  health  of  the  inha- 
|)itants ;  fo  that  for  31   years,  no  epidemical  d'^feafe  •  has 

foil, 

.^  About  30  years  9^,  the  ague  ^itvailed,  bi»t  for  nmsy  jrcan  it  fecini  tp 
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been  kno^n  td  pr€v;u!>  except  tKe  fmnll-pox  and  meaades. 
inoculation  is  aimoft  univcrfally  pradiied  amongft  all  ranks, 
whkrli  prevents  the  ravages  of  that  loathfome  difealj:  the 
fmall-poz. 

LaiiSf  Riversy  Fijh^  Mills^  fajV. — ^The  variegated  furfacc, 
and  tlie  rifing  hills,  make  this  parifh,  for  we  (hall  now  confider 
theoQ  both  as  one  parifh,  under  the  name  of  Twynebolm,  a- 
boand  in  rivulets  and  fprings.  There  are  two  lochs  or  lakes, 
the  one  upon  ^  the  extremity  of  this  pirifli,  and  dividing  it 
frcMXi  Girthon,  called  Loch-Whinniorij  abounding  in  yellow 
trouts ;  the  other  called  the  Locb  <f  Trojric^  abounding  in 
pikes.  The  river  Dee^  (^which  is  navigable  the  whole  way  it 
runs  along  this  parifli,  and  upon  which  there  is  a  lerry  boat 
between  it  and  Kirkcudbright)  abounds  with  falmon,  gnlfe, 
trotttB,  fea-troutS|  and  hirlings ;  and  at  the  fouthern  extre- 
mity of  the  parifli,  there  are  fome  fmall  cod  and  whitings 
taken  by  lines*  The  water  of  Tarf^  (navigable  for  vefiels  of 
50  tuns  burthen  up  to  its  lower  bridge,  upon  which,  in  this 
parilh,  diere  are  a  flour,  a  barley,  and  a  corn  *  mill, )  has 
fotne  (almon,  abounds  in  yellow  and  fea  trouts,  hirlings,  and 
pars,  a  fmall  red  fpotted  trout  never  found  but  where  there 
are  (almon.  The  burn  of  Twynebolm,  which  divides  this  pa- 
riOi  ia  thefoiddle,  and  which  drives  a  com  and  a  barley  mill, 
aboondt  in  all  die  fpecies  of  fiih  found  in  the  water  of  Tarf, 
Except  falmon.     Another  (Iream  of  water,  which  runs  along 

almoft 

hne  kft  t|uf  corner.  The  OMr»  nenroos,  rad  even  an  epidemical  putrid  £•« 
«er,  £reqaeBtl[f,  during  the  above.period,  furroundcd  thcfe  pariAei,  and  fome 
h«l«ogiBg  to  them  wcee  brought  home  from  neighbouring  pariflies,  in  the 
v«HI  kind*  fint  no  fever,  for  the  above  period,  hai  either  fpread  or  become 
cpijcmcfli 


Pfamk  thrays  tactat  hI9  Id  tbSt  country. 


78   ^  ^  Stati/lical  Jceount 

almoft  die  whole  S.  W.  extremity  of  the  partflii  abounds  in 
trouts,  and  alfo  driTes  a  barley  and  a  corn  mill.  The  L^ 
of  Gkngape  abounds  in  large  yelk>^  trouu.  The  three  mills 
above  mentioned  are  remarkably  well  Ctuated  for  exporting 
their  flower,  barley,  and  meal.  The  com  mill  lies  clofe  upon 
the  fmall  bay  of  the  fea.  The  other  two  lie,  the  one  within  a 
mile,  and  the  other  within  half  a  mile  of  the  harbour  above 
mentioned,  upon  the  water  of  Tarf,  and  not  above  two  miles 
from  t\Vo  harbours  upon  the  water  of  Dee,  where  reflels  of 
confiderable  burthen  can  eaHIy  come.  * 

Pepulaticn.'^As  the  feflion  records  have  never  been  regu- 
larly kept,  the  ancient  ftate  of  the  population  cannot  novf 
be  afcertained.  The  variation^,  however,  of  the  pumber  oi 
people  within  thcfc  40  years,  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing ftatement.  A  late  aA  of  Parliament,  now  repealed,  pre- 
Tented  the  regiftration  of  births,  mairiages  and  burials^  fo 
that  none  has  been  kept  for  fome  years. 

Statistical  table  of  the  unitei>  parishes  of  Twyne- 

HOLM  AMD  KiRK-ChRIST. 


Ko.  ef  fouls  in  1755,  as  recttrned  to  Dr 

Webftcr, 

519 

Pitto  in  1763, 
t)lttoin  X79i» 

510    Decreaf< 
61Z    fncreafe 

;  in  t%  years       9 
in  8  yean      xoi 

Ditto  hi  1794, 

620    Ditto  in 

jyean             9 

lEtXzA  increafe  within  thefe  40  yean          10  k 

AoEi  and  Saxii,  &c. 

jtMM      1763 

179X           »794 

408 

493  about  500* 

Ditto  under  that  age. 

about*  102 

1x8          lao* 

..1— 

5«o 

611          620 

•*•  Thefe  nuniberi  are  Aated  upon  the  ufual  average.   AU  the  reft  in  the  a- 
bore  Ubk  were  uken  Grom  different  accurate  enumerations. 
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^'3.  of  males,  ... 

—  Female*, 

— ^—  Widowers, 

— —  Widows, 

— —  Peribns  under  \o  years  of  age 

— ^  ■  Between  lo  and  lo 

■  _  .-..^.^  20  and  ^o 
— —  — —  —  50  and  70 
— ^  -—  -  70  and  80 

■  ■  '   80  and  96 


A9tM4       1763 
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J7^i 

tr94 

%%% 

.nj 

>  % 

&o 

M9 

86 

- 

303 

«S 

- 

IX 

- 

4 

CoMoiTioNs,  PaoFissioNi,  &c.  CouwTRT  and  Relioion. 

No.  of  proprietors,  rcfident,  8    No.  of  Pcrfons  bof  n  in  Ireland,  a- 


7 

bou^               -                   35 

^—  fiu-mers  and  ootugers,  and 
their  familits, 

.    :«  kU>  til.  .r  %«^^  . 

44 

10 

— —  weavers. 

7 

RiNT,  Stock,  &c. 

■         maibns. 

5 

Valued  rent  in  Scotch  money,  L.  2796 

joincn, 

5 

Real  ditto Stirling  |,             %^6o 

Smiths, 

a 

No.  of  horfes,          -          •          130 

MiHcrf,                .    " 

3 

— —  Black  cattle,           -           914 

•^i^-  Shoc-maken, 

% 

<— —  Milk- cows,               .         34  J 

Mioiaers, 

X 

— —  Sheep,               *                3300 

— w  Surgeon^ 

X 

Goats,                 .                 So 

I 

Ploughs,           .         .         30 

Sdkdars, 

60 

Cans,                     ,                  y« 

Poor  00  the  roll. 

7 

-~  Ditto  in  1763^1            -          4 

.— >  Hooles  polTeflcd  by  familiei, 

1%^ 

i.*-*  Buihels  of  oau  fold  annool* 

to 

ly  ootofrhepariib,    10430 

10 

p—  Ditto  of  barley,        •        i,aa» 

—  Ditto  of  potatoes,  x^a 

ManttfoBwru 

f  K've  women  wae  deliTered  of  thefe  twins  within  the  courfe  of  two  ye&ra. 

I  In  this  cllimate,  the  grounds  pofiefled  by  the  proprietors  are  cdcidale4 
in  proportioa  to  the  renu  at  which  the  others  |re  let. 

\  At  that  period,  though  marl  had  long  been  ufed  at  a  manure,  it  WM 
carried  io  bagt  00  the  backs  of  horfes. 
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MahufaBures  and  J^///a^^,— Several  years  ago,  a  gentleman 
generally  eftecmed,  and  of  a  remarkable  mechanical  genius, 
under  the  patronage  of  Lord  D.\ER,  built  a  houfe  in  this 
pariOi,  not  far  from  the  river  Dec,  for  diftilliiig  Britifli  fpi- 
rits.  An  alteration  in  the  diililkry  laws»  and  other  circujxw 
ftanceb,  occaHoned  him  very  foon  to  drop  this  branch  of 
bufmefs  ;  upon  which  he  propofcd  to  convert  the  houfc  in- 
to a  manufacturing  houfe  for  cotton  :  but  tlie  ftagnation  of 
this  branch  of  bufmefs  put  an  immediate  (lop  to  that  under- 
taking alfo.  It  is  now,  by  the  fame  gentleman,  joined  in  com- 
pany with  others,  under  the  fame  patronage,  conirerted  in- 
to a  woollen  manufafture ;  and  they  have  ercficd  a  teaGng, 
or  fcribling,  and  a  carding  machine,  which  arc  driven  by  a 
fmalt  (Iruam  of  water  ;  chcy  have  alfo  fcveral  hand  jeanies. 
Upon  account  of  fome  improv^einents  made  in  the  machi- 
nery, they  have  greater  demands  for  their  yarn,  than  otkers 
engaged  in  this  branch  of  bufmefs  :  and  if  the  war  now  raging, 
the  failure  of  credit  in  ;:cnera!,  the  fcarcity  of  money,  or  the 
increaflng  value  of  that  article,  do  not  put  a  (lop  to  this  ma- 
nufa£lure,  a  village  begun  nigh  the  above  building  will  ra» 
pidly  increafe,  and  increafe  not  only  the  population  of  this 
parifh,  but  that  of  Kirkcudbright  alfo.  There  are,  properly 
fpicaking,  as  yet  no  villages  in  this  parifh  ;  for  a  few  houfcs 
built  upon  the  military  road  below  the  church,  and  the  be- 
gun village  above  mentioned,  do  not  defcrvc  that  name* 

Ztate  cf  Proper t^i  Rents y  ^c, — ^More  than  the  one  half  of 
the  parifh  in  value,  though  not  in  extent,  belongs  to  the  Earl 
of  Selkirk.  His  Lordihip's  rents,  however,  amount  not  to 
the  one  half  at  prefent.  Eight  of  the  proprietors,  either  farm 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  their  own  lands.  The  average  rent 
of  the  arable  land,  except  three  farms  in  the  N.  part,  runs 

from 
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from  I  OS.  to  fl.  Sterling  per  acre.  There  arc  two  farms,  let 
iot  grazing,  without  the  liberty  of  plowing,  for  il.  is.  and 
il.  3s-  Sterling  per  icrc.  Since  1763,  the  arable  land  yicldu 
aboTC  four  times  the  rent  it  drew  then  :  And  one  farm,  be- 
longing to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  yields  14  times  the  rent  it 
paid  in  the  year  1761;  yet  the  rents  are  better  paid,  and 
the  faTfners  live  better,  than  they  did  at  that  period. 

Culiivathrij  Inclofures^  l^c, — This  is  a  country  fully  bet- 
ter calculated  for  grazing  than  for  the  plough,  though  it 
produces  large  crops  when  properly  reded  and  manured. 
Hence  the  beft  farmers  have  conftantly  in  view  the  me- 
lioration of  their  grafs.  Though  fenfible  of  the  benefit  of 
inclofuresy  and  even  willing  to  pay  7^d.  ptr  cent  per  annum 
of  the  money  laid  out  upon  them,  very  little  as  yet  is  effectu* 
ally  done  in  that  way,  owing  to  our  ftones  being  hurt  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  fun  and  air,  whichinakes  tlic  fences  foon  give  way ; 
oar  ground,  interrupted  by  rocky  and  gravelly  knolls,  renders 
hedging  and  ditching  inefFe£lual,  unlcfs  a  degree  of  labour, 
care,  and  attention  be  given  them,  which  the  farmer  has  nei- 
time  nor  inclination  to  beflow.  The  want  of  wood  for 
coping  expofes  the  young  thorns  to  the  ravages  of  cattle  ; 
and  a  polled  Galloway  cow,  if  once  (he  can  thruft  in  her 
cofc,  with  fliut  eyes  will  force  her  way  through  a  ftrong 
Ledge.  To  remedy  thefc  defe£ls,  Lord  Selkirk  plants  his 
}<edges  in  a  (lone  facing,  and  builds  up  the  ftones  for  coping 
and  fencing.  One  thing  is  (till  wanting )  viz.  that  his  Lord- 
ftip  Ibould  agree  with  a  g«^dener,  or  ikilful  workman,  to  keep 
his  hedges  in  proper  order,  at  fo  much  per  rood,  the  tenants 
paying  tbe  eipence  along  with  tlie  rent ;  this  he  has  already 
dene  with  refpeft  to  clearing  his  cftate  of  mplcs. 

Vou  XY.  \k  Mamrcs. 
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Manures. — The  manures  ufed  are  fliell  marl|  fea  ibelk, 
trater  lathing,  paring  and  burning  the  furface,  and  dung. 
Shell  marly  as  a  manure  in  this  part  of  Scotland,  was  firtl 
difcovered  and  ufed  in  this  parifh,  it  being  above  60  years 
,  fince  it  was  applied  for  that  purpofe.  Of  all  manures,  when 
the  ground  i^  gently  ufed,  and  not  worn  out  by  the  plough, 
it  remains  the  longeft  ;  its  efTeQs  are  moft  confpicuoiis  upon 
the  grafs,  producing  the  different  clovers,  particularly  the 
white,  and  graiTes  of  the  beft  quality  and  kinds ;  and  cauGng  a 
great  luxuriance  in  their  growth,  and  deepnefs  of  green  in 
their  colour.  I  he  quantity  laid  upon  an  acre  is  from  40  to 
60  cart  loads,  drawn  by  two  horfes.  There  is  ftill  a  large 
quantity  of  this  excellent  manure  in  the  parifti,  part'cularly 
in  Lord  Selkirk's  grounds*  Sea  (hells  are  of  two  kinds ; 
thofe  that  are  brought  in  by  every  tide,  into  the  fmall  bay  at 
the  S.  corner  of  tht  pariib,  and  carted  off  at  the  ebb ;  and  a 
pretty  large  bank  running  along  the  fide  bay,  and  beneath  an 
arable  field,  called  dry  landJbeUs,  The  fird,  wet  with  a  con- 
fiderable  mixture  of  fand,  are  heavier  to  lead,  but  fpeedier 
in  their  effed.  The  quantity  laid  upon  an  acre  of  each  is 
from  20  to  30  tons.  Lime  brought  from  England,  and  land- 
ed at  the  fide  of  the  Dee,  or  the  Tarff,  colls  the  farmer  is. 
Sterling,  the  Carlyfle  bufliel  of  (hells,  equal  to  three  Winchef- 
ter  bu(hels.  From  30  to  70  bufhels  unflacked  are^laid  upon 
an  acre.  Leading  a  ftream  of  water  over  the  furface  of  a 
ley  field  with  the  plough  or  the  fpade,  called  nvater-tathing^ 
prevailed  very  much  formerly  in  this  pari(h,  before  the  nfc 
of  the  forementioned  manures  became  fo  general,  and  produ- 
ced excellent  grain  and  grafs.  It  leaves  the  land  hard  bound, 
and  unfit  for  the  other  manures,  which  produce  little  or 
no  effe£l  upon  water-tathed  land  ;  and  it  cannot  be  repeated 
with  any  profit  but  at  a  confiderable  diftance  of  time,  except 

upon 
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upon  meadow  and  grafs  grounds.  Paring  and  burning  is 
ui  general  the  worfl  hufbandry,  except  upon  a  deep  mofly 
foil,  with  a  clay  bottom,  when  fo  much  of  the  mofs  is  burnt 
as  to  allow  the  plough  to  reach  the  clay,  and  mingle  it,  mofs 
and  aftics  together  \  then  it  produces  luxuriant  crops  of  grain 
and  grafs.  Dung,  the  principal  manure  in  farming,  is  too 
little  attended  to  in  this  country :  The  want  of  inclofures 
and  ftraw  yards,  mod  of  the  cattle  lying  out  in  winter,  are  all 
reafons  why  fo  little  attention  is  paid  to  this  valuable  article. 
What  is  colle£led  is  generally  expended  upon  our  third  crop 
^und,  in  producing  potatoes  and  a  few  turnips.  One  of 
the  thrcp  firft  are  generally  laid  on  ley,  or  ground  unbroken 
up ;  and  if  laid  on  at  Icaft  one  year  before  it  is  plowed,  they 
gradually  fink  into  the  ground,  mix  with  the  roots  of  the 
grafs,  are  produdlive  the  firft  year,  and  do  not  fo  foon  fink 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  plough.  Sometimes  they  are  laid 
upon  a  fallow,  and  the  author  has  known  them  laid  in  the 
month  of  May  upon  the  fpringing  corn. 

PbtighSf  Crops,  £s*c.— Our  ploughs,  light,  drawn  by  two 
Ikorfes,  or  three  when  old  ley  is  broken  up,  without  a  driver, 
are  moftly  of  the  EngliOi  kind,  with  the  Scotch  head,  which 
is  found  to  anfw^r  beft  in  ftony  ground.  Though  formerly 
the  ox  plough  generally  prevailed,  yet  it  was  totally  laid  a- 
fide,  till  Lord  Dabr  revived  h,  by  ufing  both  oxen  and  heif- 
ers on  a  farm  which  he  is  improving  in  this  parifti.  One  of 
the  three  firft  kinds  of  manure  above  mentioned  being  laid  u- 
poa  the  ground,  it  is  fown  with  oats  the  firft  twp  years.  Th^ 
third  year  dung  being  laid  upon  the  field,  if  the  farmer  can 
ptocure  this  article,  it  is  partly  planted  with  potatoes,  and  fown 
widi  turnips,  and  the  reft  of  the  field  either  fown  with  pcafe 
and  beans,  01  left  f^llpw.    The  fourth  year,  it  is  fown  with 
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barley,  rye  grafs,  ribM  grafe,  and  the  different  clorers,  cut 
for  hay  one  year,  and  paflured  8,  then  again  broken  up  for 
com.  Wlieat  fcldom  tums  out  a  profitable  crop,  owing  to 
the  wetncfs  of  our  climate,  and  other  caufes. 

Experiments  tried  with  our  rotten-done  quanie$|  where 
the  three  (ird  kind  of  manures  are  not  to  be  obtained,  might 
have  a  happy  cffeft.  In  many  places  remote  from  thefe  arti- 
ficial manures,  mofs  and  turf  are  plenty.  Kilns  made  of  (bds 
or  turf  might  be  erefted,  and  the  half  dried  peats  burnt  to 
afhes,  at  no  great  expence,  which  are  well  known  to  be  an 
excellent  manure  for  turnips,  grafs  and  grain.  There  are  dif- 
ferent opinions,  with  refpe£l  to  the  quantity,  to  be  laid  upon 
an  acre,  of  the  manures  of  the  firft  three  clafles  mentioned  ; 
feme  thinking  a  fmaller  quantity,  frequently  repeated,  beft ;  o- 
thers,  a  large  quantity  laid  on  at  once,  and  not  repeated  for 
fome  con  fider able  length  of  time.  This  depends  in  a  good 
meafure  upon  the  foil,  and  upon  the  manner  of  cropping  the 
land.  When  the  ground  is  treated,  as  above  mentioned,  and 
is  kept  fo  long  in  paflure,  the  large  quantities  are,  perhaps, 
beft,  as  having  the  moft  effe£k  upon  the  grafs ;  and  as  it  is  by 
fermentation  thefe  manures  operate,  fuch  a  quantity,  as  will 
fully  promote  this,  will  be  found  necefiary,  while  a  fmal*- 
ler  quantity  will  only  produce  a  partial  fermentation ;  as 
beer,  not  having  a  fuflicient  quantity  of  yeft,  is  always  mud- 
dy, fluggiOi  and  never  clears. 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Prwnftons.  A  farm  fervant  receives 
from  ($!•  to  9I.  Sterling  yearly,  befides  lodging,  wafiung,  and 
feod.  A  cottager  s  benefit,  when  converted  into  money,  a- 
mounts  to  about  1 5 1.  Sterhng  yearly.  A  reaper  in  harveft 
receives  from  17s.  to  il.  5s.  during  the  fealbn.  A  woman 
frrvant  from  2l.  to  4L  Sterling  yearly.    A  dayobbouref's 

wages 


o/Twynebohn  and  Kirk^Chrift.  85 

wages  are  from  lod.  and  is.  in  winteri  to  is.  and  is.  fid.  in 
fammer,  without  vktuals  :  A  maforfs  and  joiner's  per  day, 
without  meat  is.  6d :  A  taylor*8  8d.  with  vi£luais-  The  pikes 
of  all  forts  of  provifions  frequently  vary,  and  depend  very 
much  upon  the  Whitehaven,  Liverpool,  and  Glafgow  mar- 
kets, to  which  we  have  ready  and  eafy  accefs  by  fca. 

Horfesand  Black  CatUe. — ^Thcrc  ate  a  good  number  of  hor- 
fcs  bred  in  this  parifli,  both  for  ufe  and  fale.  They  arc 
ir.oft !y  of  the  draught  kind-  The  old  breed  of  Galloways,  f<> 
highly  valued  for  fpirit  and  (hape,  and  which  continued  x 
long  time  after  the  wreck  of  the  Spaniih  Armada,  when  £eve«* 
ral  ftalHons  were  thrown  upon  this  coaft,  is  almoft  entirely^  i£ 
not  totally  extin£l.  The  price  of  our  horfes  is  from  t cL  to  30L 
Sterling.  Our  cattle,  fo  highly  valued  by  the  Norfolk  fanners, 
are  for  the  moft  part  polled,  long  haired,  (hort  and  thick  leg- 
geil  for  their  height,  (Iraight  backed,  round  bodied^  well  fpread 
at  the  loifis,  and  deep  dew-lapped*  Our  calves  fuck  tfaeic 
mothers ;  none  ate  fold  to  the  butchers  \  the  males  are  cut 
young,  the  females  generally  about  one  year  old  \  and  When 
cot,  or  fpavedy  they  then  with  us  obtain  the  name  of  biifers^ 
At  one  year  old,  they  will  bring  from  al.  to  5I.  SterUag;  at 
two  they  will  bring  from  4I.  to  9I ;  at  three  from  61  to  loL 
The  beft  of  our  two^year»olds  are  almoft  always  fent  witk 
our  three*year-o)ds  to  the  Englilh  market.  Our  farmers  can- 
not be  too  careful  to  pteferve  this  breed ;  for  any  trials  t<» 
meliorate  it  by  crojfmg  with  other  bulls,  have  hitherto  failed. 
A  gentleman  in  this  country,  who  had  a  large  dairy,  remark- 
able for  rearing  the  beft  cattle,  and  who  kept  and  fed  them  till 
a  proper  age,  when  he  fent  them  with  other  cattle  whi<:h  he 
bought  from  his  tenants,  to  the  Englifii  market,  to  try  an  exr 
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perimentj  bought  one  of  Mr  BakfweU*s  bulls.  He  put  the 
half  of  his  cows  to  this,  and  the  other  half  to  a  Moorland 
bull,  bred  upon  his  own  cilate.  He  fed  the  product  equal- 
ly, till  they  were  fcnt  to  market  at  Norfolk,  when  thofc  bred 
from  the  Galloway  bul!,  brought  confiderably  moie  money 
than  the  others,  befides  being  eafier  to  feed. 

Sbeep  and  ^W.«— Our  Sheep  are  of  five  kinds.  In  the  up- 
per part  of  this  parifti,  where  there  are  two  (hcep  farms,  the 
flocks  are  of  two  different  kinds :  the  one,  a  fnvall  (heep,  with 
flecked  or  fprittle  face  and  legs,  and  fine  wool.  This  breed 
has  been  from  time  immemorial  in  the  country.  The  other, 
black  faced  and  black  legged,  with  large  coarfe  wool,  brought 
lately  from  the  head  of  Nithfdale.  The  wool  of  the  firit  kind 
{ells  at  from  8s.  to  los.  per  (lone ;  the  wool  of  the  other  at 
from  48.  to  6s.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  parifli,  there  is  the 
long  legged  Engliih  Mug^  with  wool»  long,  fine,  and  fit  for 
combing ;  and  the  broad  fhort  legged,  fine,  fliort  woolled 
kind,  called  the  Cu/iry  breed.  There  is  a  fifth  breed,  of  the 
fmall,  white  faced,  (hort  fine  woolled  fpecies,  which  difler  ia 
nothifl^  from  the  Cheviot  breed.  The  wool  of  thefe  different 
kinds  fidit  at  from  las*  to  i6s.  per  flone  :  2Z\\x  Avoirdupois 
makes  Ottr  (lone  of  wool.  Lord  Daer,  who,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  has  materially  contributed  to  the  advantage  of  this 
country,  has  introduced  a  breed  from  a  Spanifh  ram  in  his 
pc^flion  I  but  as  yet,  there  has  not  been  time  to  reap  the 
benefit  of  this  improvement. 

Wo9ds  and  Plantations'^ — ^The  old  timber  found  in  our  mof- 
fes  (hows  plainly,  that  woods  had  formerly  abounded  in  this 
parifh,  though  they  are  now  entirely  gone,  except  the  above 
mentioned  wood  at  the  old  CaiU^-of  Cumpfton.    There  are 
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f3fne  other  fmall  plantations,  in  difTerent;  parts.  But,  in  a 
few  years,  the  rifing  grounds  along  the  Dec  fide  oppoGte  to 
St.  Mary's  ifle  will  be  covered  with  wood,  Lord  Daer  having 
already  planted  with  diftrem*  kinds  of  trees  a  great  many 
acres  of  ground,  and  defigning  to  adorn  Lord  Selkirk's  ex* 
tenfive  eflate,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  with  fcat- 
tered  planutions.  Wood,  indeed,  unlefa  (heltcred  from  the 
\V.  or  S.  W.  winds,  does  not  thrive.  Northern  and  Eaftem 
expofures  are  the  bed  in  this  country,  for  planting  every 
kind  of  trees, 

FueL — ^Pcats,  turfs,  and  furze,  or  whins,  were  the  general 
fuel  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifh  till  lately.  The  mofies 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  parifli  being  exhaufted,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  land  having  in  a  great  meafurc  baniflied 
the  f  arze,  coals  from  Whitehaven,^  the  duly  being  now  ta* 
ken  of,  are  the  fuel  already  ufed  by  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  parifh.  The  Northern  part 
fttll  make  ufe  of  peats  and  turfs,  as  the  modes  abound  in  that 
quarter.  The  coals  are  fold  for  a  guinea /rr  tony  as  it  is  cal- 
led, though  it  confifts  of  36  cwt. 

Cburchf  School f  and  i^^r.— -The  church,  which  is  glaced  cx- 
a£Uy  in  the  center  of  the  pari(h,  at  the  fide  of  the  military 
road,  where  three  other  roads  meet,  was  built  in  the  year 
1730,  and  the  manfe.in  17(53.  The  ftipend  is  59 1. 178.  6d^ 
all  paid  in  money-  The  glebe  confifts  of  near  30  acres^ 
being  the  two  glebes  of  Kirk-Chrift  and  Twynehame  joined 
together  at  the  church.  The  Earl  of  Selkirk  is  patron—There 
is  an  eflablifhed  fchool  hard  by  the  church  ;  the  number  of 
fchobrs  is  about  fixty.  If  once  a  houfe  was  built,  and  other 
iunds,  provided  for  the  fchool-maller,  were  fettled,  the  living 

wiH 
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will  be  worth  between  30  1.  and  40  1.  Sterling  yearly, — The 
poor  are  liberally  fuppHed  by  the  weekly  colledions,  and  by 
the  private  charity  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  opprefled  by 
Irifli  beggars  and  other  vagrants  \  owing  to  the  mihiary  road, 
from  the  border  of  England,  to  Port-Patrick  paffing  through 
the  midd  of  the  parifli.  There  is  no  funk  money  belonging 
to  it. 

Rwds  and  Bridges. — In  the  year  1 763,  there  were  no  good 
roads  in  this  parifli ;  a  little  after  that  period,  the  military 
road  from  the  border  of  England  to  Port-Patrick  was  made^ 
which  pafles  through  the  midft  of  the  pariOi,,  and  has  contri- 
buted greitly  to  the  improvement  of  the  country.  After 
this»  a  road  was  made  to  Kirkcudbright,  by  the  bridge  of 
Tongland,  which  parts  from  the  military  road  at  the  church 
of  Twyneholm,  and  another  road  from  the  military  road  at 
the  Gatehoufe  of  Fleet  to  Kirkcudbright,  by  the  ferry  boat 
over  the  Dee,  which  pafles  through  this  parifli.  An  K(k  of 
Parliament  to  convert  the  ftatute  labour,  contributes  in  fomc 
meafure  to  ke^p  all  thefe  roads,  except  the  military  one,  in 
repair.  But  the  beft  diredcd  roads  in  the  parifli,  arc  two* 
from  the  church  of  Twynehame,  (the  one  to  the  ferry  boat 
of  Kirkcudbright,  and  the  other  to  the  bay  at  the  extremity 
of  the  parifli ) ;  ai>d  a  third  from  the  ferry  along  the  fide  of 
ihc  Dee,  till  it  joins  the  latter  one  at  the  faid  bay  ;  opening 
an  eafy  communication  from  Kirkcudbright  to  the  parifli  of 
Horgue,  and  a  fpacious  bay  called  Balmangan  Bay,  Thefe  lift 
mentioned  roads  were  planned  and  direfled  by  Lord  Daer^ 
:md  executed  moPily  at  his  expence.  As  good  roads  are  the 
firfl:  and  moil  neceftary  improvement  in  any  country,  though 
much  hath  been  done,  yet  there  (lill  remains  much  to  do,  not 
•nly  in  this  parifli,  but  in  every  part  of  the  country  5  and  as 

tlic 
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die  converCon  money  at  the  prefent  rate  is  totally  inadequate^ 
{bme  other  method  muft  be  adopted.  Upoh  thefe  accounts^' 
the  above  mentioned  noble  perfon  propofed  a  bill  to  the 
county  for  their  approbation,  drawn  up  on  the  mod  libera^ 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  mod  equal  plan.  Oppofition  was 
made  to  it  through  miftake,  through  prejudice,  and  through 
party,  and  a  clamour  raifed  againft  it,  v^hich  obliged  it  to  be 
dropt  for  the  prefent ;  but  till  fome  fuch  plan  is  adopted,  our 
roads  will  go  to  ruin,  and  will  never  be  condu£ted*  upon  a 
liberal  plan.  The  bridges  are  four ;  one  over  the  Tarfj  near 
the  foot  of  that  river,  one  ov^r  the  Kirk-bam  of  Twyneholm^ 
upon  the  military  road  nigh  the  church,  and  two  others  over 
fmaller  itrearas. 

AniiquU'ies\. — Inhere  are  the  remains  of  two  old  buildings 
in  this  parifh,  both  of  them  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk: 
The  one,  cnlled  the  Cajlle  ofCump^ofti/isflzctd  in  a  pleaiant 
Htaation,  nigh  to  the  jun£lidn  of  the  rivers  Tarf  and  Dee,  fur^ 
rounded  with  a  fmall  fpot  of  natural  wood^  the  only  one  in- 
deed in  the  parifh.  The  other  old  building  is  Gtuated  in  the 
f«nn  of  Niintown,  oppoGte  to  St  Mary's  Ifle.    There  are  tw6 

Voi^XV.  M  Doonsi 

f  A  fremkmaa  who  lived  in  thk  pariib,  and  txyflelTed  tn  eftate  in  it,  and 
»M>  £ed  Ibnc  yean  ago  npwardi  of  80,  acquainted  the  writer,  tfaat  in  tfa^ 
old  burial  place  of  Twyneholm,  which  wai  fituaied  aboot  a  giin.(hot  boai 
>lc  pnrfcnt,  nig^  one  of  the  doont,  and  not  far  fironi  three  of  the  moats, 
;bst  of  which  no  vefti^  now  remains,  it  being  part  of  a  com  field,)  there  wta 
*«raed  op  by  liboorert  employed  hj  him  to  remove  part  of  an  old  fence;  Ji 
i^oxid  pkce  of  gold  which  he  fuppoCed  to  be  the  handle  of  a  coMn.  thii 
%^cc  he  lent  to  Edinburgh,  and  received  for  it  only  tiiree  guineas,  the  perfon 
'^js.  bought  It  alledglng  that  it  was  not  gold ;  bat,  as  he  obfcrved,  if  it  ha^ 
*  *!*  Seen  of  that  metal,  the  dnler  wocld  {lot  Irave  given  fo  miich^ 
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Dd9ns\y  five  moats,  and  a  hill  oppofite  to  two  of  them,  cal- 
led the  GaUowS'Hill ;  but,  as  the  figure,  ufc,  and  d^fign  of 
thefc  rclifts  of  antiquity  have  been  fo  often  explained  by 
others,  a  repetition  lie  re  is  unnccelTary. 

Prapofed  Imf*roxHments. — ^I'here  is  a  creek  at  the  fide  of  the 
Dee,  very  nigh  the  mamifa(f\urin<^  houfe  formerly  mentioned, 
that  might  eafily  be  turned  into  a  good  harbour,  (hcltcicd 
from  every  (lorm.  The  adjacent  field  is  commodious  for  wet 
and  dry  docks,  fuch  as  they  have  at  I<,ivcrpool ;  the  ftream 
of  water  that  drives  the  machinery  would  ferve  to  clean 
them  ;  fpring  tides  30  feet  perpendicular  ;  and  there  is  at  the 
fame  time  confiderably  more  than  17  f«ct  of  water  upon  i\\z 
barr  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  A  great  road  opened  from 
the  kirk  of  Twyneholm  to  the  N.  N.  W.  through  an  open- 
ing in  the  hill  of  Glengape,  would  give  accefs  to  manure 
landed  in  the  Tarf  or  the  Dec,  for  wild  and  barren  grounds- 

Difadvantages. — The  wetnefs  of  our  climate,  the  fcarcity 
of  fuel,  and  no  rock  fait  upon  our  coaft,  with  other  caufes, 
render  that  ncceffary  article  at  times  fcarcc  and  dear.  For 
thefe  two  years  paft,  the  fcarcity  of  this  article  has  been 
fo  great,  about  the  term  of  Martinmas,  as  materially  to  hurt 
the  fale  of  our  fat  cattle.  This  might  bo  eafily  remedied  by- 
allowing  rock  fait  to  be  imported,  or  fait  ready  made  from 
Liverpool,  at  the  Scotch  duties.  One  of  thcfe  meafures  ought  to 

be 

\  Some  time  ago,  there  was  ralfed  firotn  beneath  a  heap  of  (tones,  not  far 
fr«m  that  fpot,  what  a{)pcared  like  a  coffia  made  up  of  different  ftoncs,  ui 
which  wa<  found  an  Indrument  refcmbUng  a  hammer,  and  forae  coins ;  buc 
of  what  metal  the  inftrumeot  wa«  made,  or  where  to  be  found,  or  of  wtiat 
kind  the  coins  were,  no  information  can  now  be  ubtaiiied.  There  have  been 
CcTcral  coins  found  nigh  to  tfaeie  moata,  but  none  ^f  ihem  are  prefervcd. 
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be  adopted,  or  fmuggling  will  become  g^eneral.  The  vauib- 
fy  of  weights  and  meafuresy  which  uuiverfally  prevails  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  demands  the  attention  of  tht  I^egi(be 
tare.  In  London  a  ftone  weigfht  of  feveral  commodities  i$.i6  lifa^ 
avoirdapoize ;'  in.Lirevpoal,  or  Whitehaven,  the/ti^tf  ti^nxuH!^ 
quantity  of  the  fame  goods  b  Qnly  14  lib.  ditto  yxa  Dumfries, 
or  in  thai  part  of  thik  county  t^at  ^ies  upon  the  ether  ftde 
of  tke  river  TJir,  a  Scotch  ftcinc  of  any  coimmodity  is  24  libs^ 
in  New  Galloway^  whicA  is  in  the  fame  county,  it  is  a61b,  and 
ki  all  this  part  of  the  country  round  Kirkcudbright,  ic  is  28 
libs,  ditto:  In  other  places,  only  22  libs,  make  the  (tond 
Almoil  every  county  in  England  has  its  bujbel^  and  every 
county  in  Scotland  its  peck^  all  'differing  one  from  another. 
The  Wincheftcr  buflicl  is  now  generally  ufcd  in  this  county, 
to  meafure  all  forts  of  grain  ;  and  an  hundred  weight  of  pota- 
toes and  a  peck  are  the  fame. 

Cbiiracier  and  Manners. — The  people  in  general  are  chear- 
fui,  fobcr,  induftrious,  and  humane  ;  of  an  afpiring  and  in- 
dependent fpiiit.  There  are  not  at  prefent  above  four  men 
in  the  ftation  of  fervants,  that  were  born  and  educated  in 
this  pirifh.  Seventeen  yourtg  men,  if  not  more,  within 
thefe  few  years,  have  gone  to  England,  America,  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  the  mercantile  line  \  three  to  the  fea ;  bcfides 
feveral  families  chat  emigrated  before  the  commencement  of 
the  American  war.  Since  the  year  1763,  tlierc  is  a  vaft  dif- 
ference in  the  houfes,  drefs  and  manner  of  living-  There 
were  then  only  two  houfes  covered  with  flate  j  now  there  are 
;^bcut  thirry.  Englifli  broad  cloth,  and  fancy  vefts  of  cot- 
ton, are  the  drefs  of  the  men,  v  l.en  they  go  to  church  or 
market.  Silk  cloaks  and  bonnets,  printed  gowns,  and  cotton 
flccking.i,  the  drefs  of  the  women.     In  the  year  J  763,  there 
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#ere  only  three  families  in  which  teat  was  occafionallf  diunk. 
Now  it  is  ufe4  in  every  family.  In  1763,  at  Martin- 
mas, there  were  not  more  than  ditee  beeres  lulled  in  the 
parifii,  our  remotenels  from  public  market  making  it  necef- 
£iry  to  fait  proTifions  for  winter ;  now  tficte  are  about  forty, 
befides  a  great  many  fwine,  a  pig  being  kept  and  fed  by  al- 
moft  every  houfeholder,  together  with  lamb  and  muttmi  in 
fummer  and  harveft ;  butcher  meat,  of  one  kind  or  another, 
paking  a  great  part  of  the  diet  of  the  farmers  and  their  f^^* 
yants,  which,  perhaps,  is  cheaper  upon  the  whole»  than  the 
jow  diet  upon  which  they  were  formerly  fed. 
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NUMBER    V, 
PARISH   ofURCIUHART,      ' 

(COUNTT  iLND  FrESBTTERT  OF  ElGIN>  SyNOD  OF  MoRAT.) 

£y  the  Rev.  Afr  William  Gordon,  Miniflen 


Name,  Exttnt,  and  Situation,  i^fe. 


m  etjmology  of  the  name  cannot  be  afcertained  with 
ptecifion*  If  it  be  of  Gaelic  extra&ioQ,  feme  infbrnntioa 
may  be  received  from  thofe  quarters  where  that  language  is 
ondcrftopd*  There  are  other  two  pariihes  of  the  lame  name, 
theone  a  few  mile$  from  lovemtisj  and  in  that  county  %  the 
otfaei  in  RoChfliire. .  This  parifh  extends  about  4  miles  from  £• 
to  W*  and  j  from  N.  to  S ;  aiKl  Ues  ataa  equal  diftance  from 
£Ip&  00  the  W.  and  the  river  Spey  oq  the  E  ^  the  pod  roa4 
palling  along  it  on  the  S. 

Surfody  Sea  Coekfi,  Fuel,  {^^.-*-That  part  ofthepartfli 
wluch  lies  to  the  N.  W.  is  flat  and  low,  rifing  a  few  feet  on- 
ly abore  t^e  level  of  the  fea^  and  has  probably,  at  fome  for- 
mer 
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mer  period  been  covered  by  water,  as  tlicro  arc  evident 
marks  of  the  fea  having  receded  from  the  coaft  :  The  reft 
is  a  good  deal  more  elevated,  and  of  an  unequal  waving  fur- 
face.  The  fea  coaft,  which  is  about  4  miles  in  extent,  is 
low  and  fandy ;  it  contains  no  creek  nor  landing  place  of 
any  kind»  Our  grain,  which  is  our  ofily  afticle  of  exporta- 
tion, is  Qiippcd  from  Speymouth  or  Lofsiemouth  ;  and  our 
great  article  of  importation,  which  is  coals,  is  imported  at 
the  fanxc  harbours  ;  the  former  of  which  is  at  the  diftance  of 
4  miles,  and  the  other  of  6.  It  is  proper  here  to  mention, 
that  this,  as  well  as  fevcral  other  neighbouring  pariftics,  was 
fornrterly  ill  fupplied  with  fuel  •,  but  now,  that  article  is  ren- 
dered much  lefs  cxpenfive,  by  taking  off  the  high  duty  on 
coals,  that  was  laid  on  with  little  attention  to  political  e- 
cotfomy,  and  which  has  lately  been  abolifhed  by  the  ex- 
ertions of  a  great  ftatefman  ;  to  whom  tliis  country  is  more 
obliged  on  account  of  that  meafure,  and  many  others,  thai\ 
to  any  other  native  of  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 

Clinutfey  bfc^ — ^Thenir  is  diy  and  falubrious,'  and  the  peo- 
ple in  general  healthy;  there  are,  howi^er,  fewinftances  of 
remarkable  longevity  to  be  met  with.  The  climate  here,  Itkd 
that  of  all  thatnacrowtra£l  ofiand,  which  lies  along  the  foulh 
ficle  ^f  the  MorayFirth,  is  miidartd  temperate  to'  mi  extra- 
ordifiary  degn^e :  ^Its  Aiperkrity^  in  that  refped,  over  the 
high  country,  is ^moft-itertiaikaibfc.io  the  luring  months.  Of- 
ten in  that  ftfafi^n,  white  all  the- operations  of  husbandry  ar« 
going  forward  in  tlie  low  parts  of  Mdray,  there  arc  inan^ 
places  in  the  high  country,  diftant  only  a  few  miles,  where 
tbcfei  optritioils  mitV  i-rth  ^  -tot^f  interrftptiofi)  from  the  in. 
'        '  '      ♦  tenfenci^ 
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tenfcneCs  of  the  frofts,  and  from  deep  falls  of  fnow.  *  Otet 
winters  likewrifc,  in  general,  are  fo  open,  that  fcveral  plants 
commonly  ranked  amongd  the  hot-hoofe  divifion,  ftacd 
throughout  that  feafon  in  the  gardens  of  Inncs,  expofcd  to 
the  open  air,  and  lofc  little  of  their  verdure 

SBtland  Ctd/fivaihtti  &c.r— The  foil  is  various,  and,  though  in 
general  light  and  fandy,  is  of  a  kindly  and  fertile  nature,  ex* 
ccedingly  well  adapted  for  raifmg  turnips,  potatoes,  barley « and 
ail  kinds  of  artificial  grafles.  And  a  confiderable  part  of  it 
would  be  extremely  fit  for  whear,  if  there  were  any  opportulu* 
ty  of  procuring  fufficient  quantities  of  manure.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  kindiinefs  of  the  ftnl, 
agriculture  has  made  but  flow  advances.  Some  patches  of 
turnips  are  indeed  to  be  fecn,  and  a  few  acres  are  fown  with 
grafs  feeds ;  but  the  fields  in  general  arc  rather  in  a  date  of 
bad  cultivation.  This  feems  to  be  occafioned,  in  a  great 
meafure,  by  the  expcnce  and  difficulty  of  con{lru£ling  fuf- 
ficient  iiiclofures  5  there  being  no  ftone  quarries  in  the  pa- 
rilh,  nor  any  ftones  in  the  fields  fit  for  this  purpofe  ;  and 
thorn  hedges  are  fo  long  of  coming  to  perfe£lion,  and  fo  dif- 
ficult to  be  fenced  when  they  are  young,  that  no  tenant,  on 
a  leafc  of  ordinary  endurance,  can  attempt  them  with  any 

profpcft 

*  It  may  likewife  be  obCierv«d,  as  a  farther  proof  of  the  cxccUency  of  this 
cliBUtCy  that  in  the  end  of  the  laft,  and  beginning  of  the  prefcnt  century, 
trhdc  there  was  fo  great  a  deficiency  in  the  crop«,  in  many  parts  of  Scot. 
Ucd,  as  bordered  on  a  famine,  owing  to  the  cold  and  wet  feafons ;  in  Moray, 
ai  that  period,  tbc  land  was  fo  produdiire,  as  not  only  to  fupply  its  own  io- 
habftanti,  but  aUb  to  fpare  coofiderable  quantities  of  grain  for  the  lubfift- 
csce  of  their  neighbours.  And  k  is  a  U£t  well  afcertained,  that  in  thofe  years 
of  fcarcity  and  dearth,  people  came  from  the  {hire  of  Angus,  to  purchafe 
<oat  meal  in  this  country,  for  which  they  paid  at  the  rate  of  30  s.  /«r  boU. 
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profpe£t:  of  fucce(s.  The  farms  alb  arc  of  too  fmall  extent 
for  carrying  on  any  fubftandai  improvemenu  in  agricukare. 
There  are  a  few  that  may  contain  from  60  to  100  acres) 
but  the  common  run  is  from  20  to  30. 

Farm  Rents  and  Phughs^  £5*r.— The  rent  of  land  varies 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil ;  there  are  fome  fields  let 
for  20s.  ^  acre,  while  others  are  below  los.;  the  average 
rent  may  be  from  los.  to  158.  The  ploughs,  of  which  there 
are  above  ioo»  fome  of  EngliQi,  fome  of  Scotch  conftrufiion, 
are  drawn  chiefly  by  a  pair  of  horfes.  In  this  branch  of 
farming,  an  improvement  has  been  introduced  about  20  years 
ago,  which  tiow  begins  to  be  pretty  generally  adopted  \  that 
iS)  plowing  with  two  oxen,  hamefled  in  the  fame  manner  as 
horfes.  This  method  is  warmly  recommended,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  it  fully  explained  by  the  late  Lord  Kaiues,  In  his 
book  called  3!he  Gentleman  Farmer. 

Produce,  Exports^  C5V.  The  produce  of  this  pariflii  con- 
fiAs  principally  of  barley  and  oats  \  befides  fupplying  the  in^ 
habitants,  it  exports  annual'y  a  confiderable  quantity  of  grain  ; 
which  mud  increafc  yearly,  partly  by  the  increafing  improve- 
ments of  agriculture,  but  chiefly  by  the  ufe  of  potatoes,  which 
are  now  a!moll  univerfally  cultivated,  and  during  a  gfeat  part 
of  the  year,  arc,  in  a  manner,  the  principal  fubfiftcnce  of  a 
confidcrable  number  of  the  inhabitants.  This  food,  which 
at  firft  was  not  In  general  ufe,  becomes  more  and  more  fo  c- 
very  day,  from  the  various  modes  that  have  been  difcovered 
of  drefllng  it,  by  diiFerent  feafonings,  at  little  or  no  expence. 
They  make  an  excellent  difli  with  milk,  but  above  all  with 
onions,  which  are  raifed  in  abundance  in  this  county,  and 
fold  at  fuch  a  moderate  price,  as  to  come  within  tlie  reach 
of  the  pooxeft  inhabitants 

BtaU 
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^taU  9f  Property,  Plantations^  tt'f.— Four  fifths  of  thii 
ptfilh  arc  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Fife  *,  whofc  planta- 
tions are  executed  with  uncommon  tafte  and  judgement^ 
yid  add  much  to  the  beauty  and  onianient  of  the  country, 
In  feme  places,  he  has  planted  moors  and  hills  of  great  ex- 
tent, but  what  makes  the  mod  bcautiftil  appearance,  is  a  nam* 
bcr  of  little  rifing  grounds,  all  of  which  he  has  covered  with 
Bngular  good  tafte,  and  fo  as  to  make  their  appearance  with  ' 
relation  to  each  other  extremely  beautiful.  In  all  thcfe  plan- 
tations,  the  Scotch  fir  at  prefcnt  predominates ;  but  his  Lord- 
(tip  every  year  caufes  a  great  many  of  thefc  to  be  cut  down^ 
^d  the  Yoids  to  be  filled  up  with  beech,  oak  and  other  de- 
ciduous trees  J.  Befides  thcfe  plantations,  Lotd  Fif  e  has 
planted  hedges,  and  hedge  rows  in  particular  places  along 
the  high  ways,  that  (hew  much  fancy,  and  Mriil  afford  con« 
Gderable  utility  and  warmth  \  the  hedge'  rows,  before  they 
vere  planted,  were  pollards  of  a  confiderable  fize,  and  are  « 
t!mying  exceedingly  well.  A  fmall  plantation j  at  the  place 
there  the  road  to  the  houfe  of  Innes  leares  the  high  road, 
two  miles  eaft  of  Elgin,  from  the  beauty  of  its  lines,  muft 
bike  every  traveller,  and  the  hedge  rows  are  continued  si 
confiderable  length  along  the  high  road.  In  mentioning  the 
Ugh  road,  it  is  but  juftice  to  Lord  FiF£  to  let  it  be  knowii) 

Vol.  XV.  N  that 

*  About  a6  yean  Ago,  hii  Lordfliip  purchafcd  the  eftate  of  Iddm;  and 
bbB|  It  that  time  proprietor  of  cooilderable  eftatet  in  the  adjacent  parifliei ; 
<Bt  dbte  of  loses,  aful  the  land*  of  Urquhart,  lately  acquired  hj  an  exchange 
%cbtbe&imly  of  Gordon,  he  became  pofTelTed  of  fo  large  a  trad  of  proper* 
<!  >fl  co^tigaous,  and  compi-ehending  t  great  Tariety  of  ground,  that  he  hat 
^  aubkd  to  execiite  plantattoot  of  Tcry  large  extent. 

{PWfioutotbe  year  1779,  at  which  period  aboat  one  half  of  theie 
F^xMioM  were  formed,  there  were  always  planted  in  each  acre  3000  Scotch 
^'  Kflfc  that  tiaat  the  proportion  bai  eiriy  btcn  laoo  to  ttch  acr«, 
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that  fince  he  became  proprietor  of  Innes,  all  die  Ughways 
within  the  pariih  have  been  properly  attended  to,  judicionfly 
direAed,  and,  by  a  regular  application  of  the  (latute  labour, 
kept  in  a  ftatc  of  good  repair  f .  The  only  other  heritor  is 
Mr  Innes  of  Leuchars  %%  who  has  al)0ut  one  fifth  of  the 
real  rent  of  the  parlHi.  He  is  at  uncommon  pains  to  raife 
and  fence  hedges  *,  he  has  planted  (Iripes  and  belts  about  the 
ground  round  his  houfe  to  a  very  confiderable  extent,  bcfides 
fevcral  clumps  fimilar  to  thofc  executed  by  Lord  Fife.  Thefc 
clumps,  Jike  his  Xx>rd(hip's,  at  prefcnt  confift  chiefly  of  Scotch 
firs  \  but  the  plantations  around  his  farm,  and  about  his  houfcr, 
are  all  deciduous  trees  of  the  bed  kinds  ;  oak,  afli,  and  witch 
elm,  with  a  proper  mixture  of  larix,  which  are  all  uncom- 
monly well  prefer ved,  befides  being  kept  under  the  hoe  for 
fcveral  years  after  they  are  planted.  The  water  of  LofTy  runs 
through  the  property  of  thi^  gentleman ;  tliat  river  fwells 
fometimes  to  a  great  height,  and  frequently  flooded  the  low 
ground  on  each  fide ;  but  of  late,  with  great  induftry  and 
merit,  embankments  hajle  been  con{lru£led,  that  will  contain 
the  rlter,  and  in  a  great  meafure  prevent  future  inundations  : 
By  this  circumdance  the  value  of  his  lands  is  confiderably 
raifed. 

*  Lakes, 

f  The  hobfe  of  Innes,  one  of  Lord  Fife's  numerout  featt,  had  been  many 
years  ago  paitly  defiroyed  by  accidental  fire.  Since  his  Lordfliip  became  its 
poffciTor,  it  has  been  repaired  at  a  very  confiderable  expence,  and  fitted  up 
in  the  moft  fafhionable  ftile ;  a  large  addition  has  been  made  to  the  gardenn, 
and  the  grounds  about  the  houfe  have  been  laid  oat  in  the  befb  tafte ;  the 
whole  makes  now  one  of  the  moll  plcafant  and  elegant  placet  of  reiidence  in 
the  North,  « 

\  Before  Mr  tssts  fucceeded  to  this  eftate,  it  had  been  in  the  pofleffion 
of  a  gentleman  ^ho  paid  very  little  attention  to  improTements  of  toy  kind. 
Since  the  prefent  gentleman  became  proprietor,  it  hu  undergone  a  very 
great  alieraticn  to  the  better. 
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Lakes^  Fj/b,  Water  Fcivls^  isfc. — ^There  is  one  lake  in  this 
parilli  called  the  Loch  of  Cotts.  Pike  is  the  only  fifh  it  con- 
tains :  In  winter  it  is  frequented  by  a  confiderable  number 
cf  fwans,  and,  in  the  fpring  and  autumn,  by  flocks  of  geefe, 
<iQcks,  and  other  water  fowls.  At  the  upper  part  of  the 
pariflb,  there  is  another  lake  called  Lochnabeau^  partly  in  this 
parifli,  and  partly  in  Lhanbryd.  Lochnabcau  is  in  the  middle 
of  what  was  formerly  an  extenfiye  bare  moor ;  about  20  years 
2go  Lord  Fife  planted  the  moor^  and  particularly  carried  his 
plantations  round  the  verge  of  the  lake.  Thefe  plantations 
arc  now  far  advanced,  and  by  their  vicinity  to  the  water, 
which  is  uncommonly  limpid  and  clear,  form  a  mod  beauti- 
f;:!  and  delightful  fcene. 

S/d|/.— -This  improvement,  however,  has  been  attended 
«ithonc  inconvenience.  In  fome  feverc  winters,  feveral 
years  ago,  a  few  itags  and  hinds  came  down  to  the  low  coun- 
try frora  the  Duke  of  Gordon's  forcfts  of  Glenfiddich  and 
Glcnavon ;  of  late  years  they  have  taken  up  their  refidence  in 
tlie  neighbourhood  of  Lochnabeau,  and  the  plantations  a- 
round  it,  and  are  become  fo  fond  of  their  new  habitation^ 
tbat  they  have  never  returned  to  their  native  forefts  \  on  the 
contrary,  they  increafe  every  year,  by  breedingj  and  by  the 
sedition  of  frcfh  emigrants.  Thefe  animals  make  a  very 
fcie  appearance,  and  afford  much  pleafure  and  amufemcnt 
to  the  fportfman  ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  regretted  that  they  arc 
io  hanfttl  to  plantations  and  agriculture.  Throughout  the 
fammct^,  they  pafture  in  the  night  time  on  the  corns ;  in  the 
^.tcr  on  turnips  ;  and  in  the  fpring,  as  the  winter  crops  of 
rye  and  wheat  are  then  fartheft  advanced,  they  are  particular- 
'Td€ftrufikive  to  them  \  but  the  ftems  of  potatoes  feem  to  be 
itir  faveurite  food,  as  they  are  known  to  pafs  through  fields 
=f  ccm  in  order  to  broufe  on  them.  Upon  the  whole,  it  were 
N  i  much 
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much  to  be  wlftied,  that  they  were  either  driven  back  to  their 
antlent  habitation,  or  utterly  exterminated.  The  laft  mea- 
fure  has  been  fucccfsfully  followed  by  a  worthy  nqbieman  in 
the  wcftcrn  part  of  this  county,  celebrated  for  hfs  cxtcnfiyc 
and  fiouT) filing  plantationa,  who  kept  hounds  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  extirpating  tlK)fe  dcftru£tive  animals.  I  need 
hardly  fay  that  the  nobleman  1  mean  is  the  Earl  of  Moray. 
If  thefe  plantations  have  attra£ted  thji;  deer  to  this  corner,  it 
has  been  remarked  that  they  have  not  been  favourable  to 
the  increafe  of  hares  and  patridges  :  this  may  be  owing  to 
the  protcAion  which  they  afford  to  beafts  and  birds  of  prey. 
Were  gentleman  to  give  fmall  premiums  for  the  deftrufiion 
of  thefc  vermin,  it  would  prove  more  efft^iual  in  prcfcrving 
the  game  and  incjeafing  its  numbers,  than  all  the  game  laws 
that  ever  were,  or  ever  will  be  enadled. 

Churchy  School^  and  P(?5r.— The  prefent  incumbent,  who  \% 
a  bachelori  had  his  prcfentation  from  the  Duke  of  Gordon  \ 
but  the  patronage  of  the  church  has  fince  been  conveyed 
to  the  Earl  of  Fife,  at  the  time  that  the  exchange  of  lands 
took  place  between  his  Lordfhip  and  the  family  of  Gordon. 
The  ftipend,  by  a  decree  obtained  February  1 793,  is  8  chal- 
dcrs  viAual  and  i^ol.  Sterling,  including  5I.  for  communion 
elements.  The  glebe  confifts  of  5  Scotch  acres.  Some 
years  ago,  the  minifter  entered  into  a  contraft  with  the  heri- 
tors, for  keeping  the  manfe  i*nd  offices  in  repair  during  his 
incumbency,  for  which  he  receives  an  annuity  of  (5L  Ster- 
ling, b  fides  30I.  paid  per  advance.  The  church  was  com- 
pletely repaired  about  1 8  years  ago. — A  new  fchool-houfc 
was  then  built ;  the  fchool-ma(ler*s  falary  is  i  %  bolls  of  oat 
meal,  and  6  bolls  of  barley. — The  average  number  of  poor  in 
this  parifii  is  about  20.  The  funds  for  their  fupport  arife 
from  the  weekly  collections  at  church,  which  amount  to  loL 

yeaWy 
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yearly^  together  with  fome  moniiications  that  produce  aL 
1 19*  4d.  of  annual  iutereft. 

PtpuLUiM. — ^The  number  of  inhabitants  has  decreafed 
within  thefe  40  yearsi  as  appears  from  the  following  ftatc-> 
icent : 

Statistical  Table  of  thb  parish  op  Ur<iphart. 

No.  o£  fonb  in  1 755,  ••  returned  to  Dr  Webfler,  -  III« 

pittOyio  1793,  males  506,  femalet  544,  7  -  loja 
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Anbaal  avetage  of  bapciiiiis» 

SO 

COVDITIOMS,  PaorsiuoNSy  &c< 

Proprieton, 

Church,           -            -            a« 

Minifter, 

LiTt  Stock,  RkntSj  3cc 

School^Biafter, 

Hfltrfes,            -             -            3IO 

Gtrdencri, 

Black  Cattle,                -               900 

Smitht, 

Sheep,  f                    -                 1570 

Tailor^ 

Valued  rent  in  Scotch  mo- 

Joinen, 

ney,         .        L,  5567  :  15  !  * 

MalbB^ 

Real  ditto  in  Sterling, 

WcaTcn^             -              ■ 

abopt                     1800  s    0  :  # 

Sboemakert, 

No.  of  acres,  phnted  by  the  £arl 

imat.         .     ,    - 

of  Fife,           -             %All 

Ak  awl  fpirit  dealers. 

Alanner  rf  Ztviff^.— Though  the  progrefs  of  agriculture 
has  not  been  fo  rapid  as  might  be  wiflied,  the  increafing  com- 
fort of  the  peofde  is  very  obfervable.   Within  thefe  20  years, 

a  great 

f  Tlicle  coqftft  ^iefy  of  Seceden,  cf  the  Antibnrgher  perfoafion. 

f  Since  the  aMora  were  planted,  the  number  of  the  fliee^  hasvonfider* 
ably  decfoded,  thare  having  been  fomwrly  in  the  parilh  aaore  than  double 
die  ^otc  nvmbcr.  The  faraiers  are  cTery  day  becoming  mere  reconciled  td 
the  warn  of  thefe  animda,  which  cannot  be  kept  with  any  adyatiuge  in  m 
inifroiiiig  coootry,  withmtt  Aiflkient  indofatcfc 
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a  great  difference  to  the  better  may  be  remarlccd  in  their 
clothing,  their  cleanllnefs,  and  every  other  circumftance  that 
tends  to  make  life  mote  agreeable.  Their  habitations  have 
llkcwife  been  very  much  improved  ;  within  Icfs  than  the  pe- 
riod above  mentioned,  there  have  been  upwards  of  50  neat 
farm  houfes  built  in  this  pari(h|  either  by  the  landlord  or  the 
tenant 

CBarafier, — ^Though  the  number  of  ale-houfes,  mentioned 
in  the  table,  may,  at  firft  appearance,  fccra  to  bear  hard  upon 
the  fobriety  of  the  people,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  only  two 
of  thefe  lioufes  retail  any  confiderable  quantity  of  ale  or  whit 
ky-  The  people  in  general  are  very  fober,  and  diligent  in  their 
feveral  occupations  j  their  efibrts  of  induftry  being  as  well 
dire£led  as  their  (ituation  and  circumflaixces  will  permit. 

Antiquities. — ^The  fite  of  the  old  priory  f  has  lately  been 
converted  into  an  arable  field  ;  and  tl^c  name  of  Ab^ey-tveltj 
which  the  country  people  ftill  give  to  the  fountain  that  fup*» 
pCed  the  Monks  with  water,  is  the  only  memorial  of  it  that 
now  remains, 

Prcpofed 

5  In  the  nth  century,  th«  whole  of  this  parifh  was  King's  property.  As 
carty  M  the  year  1115,  a  priory,  dependent  on  the  Abbey  of  Dunfermline, 
wa»crc<&ed  at  Urqubart.  It  was  very  liberally  endowed ;  all  the  lands  now 
colled  the  Lordihip  of  tJrquhart,  the  lunds  of  Fochabers,  as  well  as  feveral  o* 
thcrs  in  this  county,  together  with  a  part  of  the  fiihing  on  Spey,  appertained 
»o  it.  It  appears  that  about  the  year  IZA5*  tli»»  cell,  as  well  as  that  of  Plut 
ordene  fell  into  diforder ;  and  the  Roman  Pootiff  having  ^mmillioncd  the 
hilhops  of  Scotland,  to  enquire  into  thofe  irregularitics^^it  was  foon  after  fep«- 
jeatcd  from  Divnfcrmline,  and  conjoined  to  Plufcardene,  with  which  it  continu- 
cd  united  till  the  Reformation.  At  and  before  that  period,  the  priors  began 
to  fcv  out  the  lands,  referving  only  in  their  own  poflcffion  the  nunor  pUcci 
gjidmilU;  the  revenue  which  by  that  method  they  drew  from  thence,  if  we 
tdke  into  the  account  the  tcinds,  multures,  and  fenrices,  wonld  even  at  thii 

dav 
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Prepcfed  Bridge. — ^This  account  oug^t'not  to  be  conclud- 
ed, without  mentioning  the  fatisfafiion  entertained  in  this  pa- 
rifh,  and  the  reft  of  the  country,  at  the  late  profpeft  there 
was  of  a  Bridge  acrofs  the  Spey.  At  prefent  the  ferry  h 
extremely  troublefomei  attended  wixb  (ome  danger^  and  ne- 
cefiarily  very  expenfive  to  travellers.  If  there  were  a  bridge 
thrown  acrofs  that  river,  the  commerce  and  intercourfe  of  the 
country  would  be  very  much  increafed  ;  travelling  would  be 
rendered  much  more  eafy  and  comfortable  ;  and,  above  allj 
it  would  be  fingularly  ufeful  for  the  march  of  the  King's 
troops  5  this,  in  the  winter,  being  the  only  road  by  which 
they  can  pafs  either  South  or  North.  For  thefe  reafons  it  is 
univerfally  hoped,  that  meafures  for  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Spey, 
uhich  have  been  beguti,  and  generoufly  promoted,  by  a  moft 
iiluftrious  family  t  in  the  neighbourhood,  will  be  taken  up 
by  government,  and  aided  by  the  f ubfcription  of  every  per* 

foA 

daf  be  oearly  adequate  to  a  moderate  rent.  The  priory  was  fitnated  a  little 
to  the  cad  of  the  prefent  church,  in  the  midft  of  a  morafs,  and  probabij  went 
to  tnin  iboD  afea  iu  union  with  Plofcardene.  In  the  year  1654,  the  greater 
psrt  of  the  materiaU  were  carried  off  to  build  a  granary  near  the  Ihore  at 
Gtrmouth ;  the  remainder,  foon  after  that  period,  was  employed  ia  repairing 
the  manTe,  and  iodofing  the  charch-yard. 

In  the  year  ii6d,  the  Moravienfis,  or  inhabitanta  of  Moray,  (foe  wiiat 
canfe  it  not  now  known)  took  up  arms ;  they  were  met  in  the  moon 
of  Urquhart  by  the  King's  aimy,  which  was  fcnt  to  qnell  the  infurre^on. 
and,  as  we  learn  from  fome  of  our  biftorians,  were,  after  an  obftinate  re« 
fibaee,  defeated  there  with  great  daughter.  As  the  inhabitanta  of  Moray 
were  at  that  period,  according  to  Buchannan,  of  a  reftlefs  and  turbulent  dif- 
poiitioo,  aU  the  famtUct  engaged  in  thi&  rebellion  were  difperfed  tbrtugh 
the  different  provinces  of  Scotland.  It  is  faid  that  thofe  who  were  then  re- 
novedinto  the  Northern  Counties,  received  the  name  of  Sutherland,  which 
their  dcfcendents  Hill  retain,  and  that  thofe  who  were  fent  to  the  South, 
aflomed  the  firname  of  Murray,  -which  they  likewifc  have  tranfmittcd  to 
their  pofterity. 

\  The  fiu&ily  of  Gordon. 
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fon  who  wiflies  well  to  his  country.  A  gjtczt  part  of 
the  £ud  road»  from  that  to  Elgin,  will,  in  a  (hort  time,  be 
bounded  with  wood  on  each  fide.  The  large  plantations 
of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Gordon  begin  iirfiere  Lord  Fife's 
end,  and  are  likely  to  be  continued  Eaft*ward  to  the  river 
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NUMBER  VI. 
PARISH  OF   OYNE. 
(County  and  Sthop  of  Abbrdeen,  Prksbtttbrt  op  pA- 

ElOCH.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Alexander  Gushny,  Minifter. 


Namff  Form^  Extent^  Rivers^  and  Ftjb» 

Jl  hk  origin  of  the  name  of  this  parifti  is  unknown.  It 
18  commonly  pronounced  Em.  Its  extent  yaries  from  3 
to  4  miles  in  breadth  and  length,  ^nd  its  form  is  ^ry  inregu- 
ijtr.  The  river  Don  divides  it  from  Monymufk  on  the  South. 
The  rivers  Urj  and  Shevock  bound  it  on  the  North  and 
N.  E.  And  the  fmall  river  Gady  runs  into  the  Ury  at  the 
Eaftem  extremity  of  the  parifti.  The  Ury  and  the  Gady 
produce  eels  and  trouts,  bi^^t  there  ztp  no  falmon  found  in 
thefe  fmall  rivers^  except  in  th^  fpawning  feafon. 

&/7y  Cultivation  and  Roadf^-rThc  foil  of  the  greater  part  of  this 
pariOi  is»  in  general,  extremely  fertile.  The  lands  near  the 
church  are  very  rich  and  early  •,  the  harveft  commonly  be- 
gins eight  days  fooner  here  than  in  any  of  the  neighbouring 
pariOies.  A  fmall  part  of  the  parilh  lies  South  of  the  high 
Vol.  ^V.  9  moujataii} 
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mountain  of  Bcnochic,  and  the  lands  there  arc  neither  lb 
early  nor  fo  fruitful  as  thofc  on  tlic  North  fide.  The  new 
plan  of  farming  is  gaining  grouoil  here,  but  very  flowly,  and 
is  far  from  being  general.  This  perhaps  is  owing  in  fomc 
nieafure  to  the  farmers  being  attached  to  the  old  hufbandry, 
but  more  to  their  being  at  a  great  diftancc  from  the  means 
of  improvement,  and  to  the  roads  being  exceedingly  bad. 

Tr9pofid  Canals. — A.  canal, from  Aberdeen  to  InTcrnry  a- 
long  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Don,  and  another  from  Inverury 
to  Old  Rayne,  is  at  prefcnt  projeGcd.  If  thefe  public  fplritcd 
cnterprifcs  fucceed,  they  will  be  of  very  great  importance  ta 
the  diftri£l  of  Garioch,'  whatever  profits  tlie  firft  fupporters 
of  the  fcheme  may  derive  from  the  undcrta^iing.  Before 
lime  and  marie  were  ufed  in  agriculture,  the  lands  in  this 
parifh,  and  in  the  whole  diftrift,  were  confidered  as  the  bed 
lapds  in- the  county,  and  the  Garioch  was  commonly  called 
the  Granary  of  Aberdeen.  But  of  late  years  the  pariihcs  on 
the  fca  coafi|  which  were  not  naturally  fo  fertile,  have  been 
more  improved  ;  and  this  diftri£i,  for  which  nature  had  done 
fo  much,  has  received  but  little  affiftancc  from  art.  But  if 
the  canals  take  place,  it  is  probable,  that  the  diftrifl  of  tlic 
Garipch  will  become  one  of  the  mod  fertile  and  h:oft  valu- 
able diftrids  i\\  Scotland. 

ObftruBions  to  Improvement, — The  farmers  are  in  general 
not  opulent.  .  The  leafes  are  too  (hort :  And  very  highiw///- 
iures  at  the  mills  are  a  great  bar  to  agriculture,  in  this  and  fe- 
veral  other  neighbouring  parifhes.  In  this  parifh  the  eleventh 
peck  of  corns  ground  at  the  mill  is  fometimes  paid  ;  and  com- 
monly the  thirteenth  peck  is  paid  for  multures  and  fervices. 
One  of  the  Jieritors  in  this  parifh  propofes  to  take  off  the 
^  *  ^        ■  '  multures 
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T.altures,  and  it  is  hoped  he  will  be  imitated  by  the  other 
rroprictors  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Cimatt  and  Di/ea/es. — ^The  air,  in  general,  is  pinrc  and 
very  healthy,  and  few  epidemical  difeafes  prevail.  The 
rheumatifm  is  the  mod  common  diforder,  which,  in  this 
diftria,  is  felt  more  by  people  of  better  ftation,  than  by  the 
poorer  fort  of  people. 

Forefi  and  Fruit  Trtes  — ^There  is  a  great  number  of  largo 
:ifh,  plane,  beech,  birch,  elm,  oak,  pine,  fit,  walnut  and 
chefnut  trees,  all  above  60  years  old,  near  the  houfe  of  Weft- 
hill.  There  is  likewifc  a  very  great  number  of  apple,  pear, 
cherry,  gecn  and  plumb  trees,  which,  though  much  neglec- 
ted for  thefe  40  years,  commonly  bear  fruit.  There  arc 
fome  very  large  old  Scotch  firs  near  the  houfe,  *  and^  half  a 
mile  diftance  from  it,  there  are  tv^ro  thriving  plantations  of 
yoang  Scotch  firs. 

There  is  likewifc  a  large  plantation  of  Scotch  firs  dn  that 
piit  of  che  edate  of  Pittodry,  which  lies  in  this  parifh.  At 
Till) four  there  is  a  confiderable  number  of  fruit  and  other 
kinds  of  trees,  befkles  two  large  plantations  j  the  one  of 
Scotch  firs,  and  the  otlier  of  hazel.  It  is  a  mod  beautiful  ro- 
mantic place,  and  a  very  pleafant  fummer  feat. 

Population* 

*  Mr  JouN  l4oEN,  Advocate,  aboiit  90  years  ago,  beautified  this  place 
Very  much  with  fereral  plantations  of  firt,  which  throve  fo  well,  that  it  it 
Aid  he  himfclf  was  buried  in  a  coffin,  made  out  of  a  fir  tree  of  his  own  plan- 
tain. He  Itliewire  made  cut  a  fine  avenue  from  the  entry  of  his  houfe, 
which  at  laft  afceods  a  pretty  little  ^een  hill,  on  the  top  of  which  he  built  a 
{mall  lodge,  of  two  rooQ^s,  and  called  it  Parnassus.  He  ornamented  hit 
i<at  with  a  great  number  of  pleafure  walks,  with  ftatues  in  them,  whkh 
hffw  A  great  deal  of  tafte,  cotifidering  how  long  it  is  fince  thcfe  walks  w#r« 
WoBt. 
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Pi5^tf/<f.'w».— The  population,  at  prcfcnt,  is  nearly  the  fimic 
that  it  was  40  years  ago.  The  number  of  the  males  and  fe- 
males is  almoft  equal. 

Statistical  table  of  the  parish  of  Otne  %' 


Mo.  of  fouls  in  1755,  as  returned 

to  Dr  Wcbfter, 

640 

Ditto  in  1793,                      • 

•                   • 

630 

Decreafe 

10 

Conditions  and  PtorssMoift, 

&e. 

Stock.  Rehts,  &c. 

No.  of  Proprietors  •, 

3 

6co 

^—  Mthifters, 

X 

Hoifcs 

IJO 

— —  School-niafters* 

X 

Sheep, 

ICOO 

20 

—  —  Carts 

30 

Ditto  ia  Winter, 

30 

Ploughs, 

a6 

•— *  Epifcopalians, 

U 

$ 

Members  of  the  EfUbliflied 

Valued  rent,  Scotch    L.  1300 

10    4 

Church, 

6x6 

Real  ditto,  Sterling, about  lOOO 

0    ^ 

— —  Wngbts, 

Rent  of  1  faim  per  aAnuip,  80 

0    0 

— ^  Weavers, 

Ditto  of  another,                49 

0    0 

Wheel-wrights, 

Ditto  of  5  or  6  others,         34 

0    0 

^ — Tailors,      - 

Ditto  of  the  reft,  from  4l«  to  24 

0    0 

—  Smiths, 

Average  rent  of  in>ficld 

*.^.  Mcrchanu, 

ground  per  acre,  from 

-.  Mafons, 

rjs.  to               •               I 

0    0 

DiUo  of  out-field,  js.  to        0 

10    0 

Martufa^ures.'^'Mo^  of  the  women  in  thls^  diftri£l  arc 
employed  in  knitting  (lockings, -and  very  few  in  fpinning  at 

the 

I  The  principal  enumerations  and  calculatiom  in  this  uble  were  made  up 
atWhitfttnda7X793> 

•  None  of  thefe  gentlemeb  rt fide  lA  the  paiUh.    About  80  fears  age, 
there  wcic  1%  proprietwa. 
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the  lint  wheel.  The  docking  manufafture  brings  in  from 
300I .  to  400 1.  a  year,  according  to  tlie  price  of  dockings, 
which  varies. 

FueL — The  fuel  is  peats  and  turfs  from  Benochie, — ^Thcrc 
arc  4  or  5  pariOies  which  get  their  fuel  from  this  high  moun- 
tain. Men  and  hprfes  are  employed  at  leaft  %  months  in 
fummer  in  providing  this  fuel.  It  is  wifhed  the  canal  may  take 
place,  and  then  all  thefe  inconveniences  will  be  obviated. 

Churchy  School,  and  Pcor.— The  ftipcnd  was  formerly  3 
chalders  of  meal,  x  of  bear,  and  32  1. 15s.  in  money.  An  aug- 
mentation was  obtained  two  months  ago,  (March  1794:) 
The  manfe  was  built  in  1717  ;  but  diere  is  no  record  of  the 
time  when  the  church  was  built.  Both  are  nearly  in  a  ruinous 
ilate.  Colonel  Knight  of  Pittodry  is  patron. — ^There  is  only 
one  fchool  in  the  parifh.  The  fchool-mafter's  falary  is  1 1 1. 
28.  6  ;  but  he  has  neither  houfe  nor  garden  belonging  to  the 
ofljce.* — ^There  are  at  prefent  on  the  poor's  roll  9  families,  who 
get  regular,  but  fcanty  fopplies.  There  are  no  funds  but  ao  L 
Sterling ;  the  intereft  of  this  fum,  and  the  collections  in  the 
churchy  throughout  the  year,  will  not  exceed  7  1.  10  s. 

CharaBer  and  jiniiquiiUs. ^^The  people,  in  general,  are  re- 
gular and  induftrious,  and  moftly  employed  in  f#ming. 
There  is  not  one  ale-houfe  in  the  parifh — ^The  only  anti(^ui- 
ties  in  this  diftridl  are  iw^  Druidical  temples* 
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NUMBER    VII. 


PARISH   OF  RAYNE, 


(COUMTT    AND    SyMOD  OF  ABERDEEN^    PrESBTTERT    Ot 

Gariocu.) 


By  the  Rev  Mr  Patrick  Davidson^  Minister* 


Situation^  Form^  E:ttent  and  Surface*. 

HE  patifli  of  Rayne  is  fituated  in  that  diftrid  of  the 

county  of  Aberdeen^  called  Ganochy  anciently  Garvioch.  The 

churchy  built  in  1789,  for  360  1.  Sterling,  lies  23  Englifli 

miles  north  from  Aberdeen,  and  9  from  Invcrury ;    and 

the  road  from  Aberdeen  to  Huntly  pafTes  through  Old  Rairi, 

a  poft  town  on  the  Southern  extremity  of  the  jiarifli.     The 

river  Uric  divides  it  on  the  S.  W,  from  the  parifh  of  Oyne* « 

The  figure  of  the  parifli  is  nearly  a  fquare,  each  fide  of  which 

is  about  two  miles,  and  the  church  is  very  centrical.     There 

^is  a  hill  upon  the  north  fide  of  the  pari(h  covered  with  heath 

and  hard  weeds ;  and  the  reft  of  the  parifh  is  pretty  flat> 

with  S(  few  gently  rifing  fpdts. 

Sci/ 
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&/7  and  Culiivatm. — ^Thc  in-field  foil  is  generally  a  rich 
loam,  with  a  cjay  bottom ;  and,  when  w€ll  managed,  produ- 
ces good  cTpps.  The  prefent  minifter  has  often  had  a  re- 
turn, after  a  crop  of  turnips,  o£  14  bolls  of  good  bear,  upon 
an  acre  fowed  with  ten  pecks.  The  out-field,  which  con- 
ftitutes  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  arable  ground,  is  gene- 
rally of  a  light  loamy  foil,  and,  when  dunged  and  limed, 
produces  grain  of  a  (harper  and  better  quality,  Uian  the 
in-field.  The  large  farms,  which  a^e  very  few,  arc  plowed 
by  oxen,  of  8  or  10  in  a  plough*  But  the  greateft  part  of 
the  pariih  confifts  of  crofts,  or  fmall  holdings,  plowed  by 
two  horfes,  znA  (bmetimes  two  horfes  and  two  cows,  and  that 
very  imperfe£lly.  The  tenants  are  at  no  pains  to  clean  their 
grounds  of  a  great  deal  of  weeds,  fuch  as  runches  or  wild 
muftardy  knot-grafs,  couch-grafs,  and  wild  oats.  Indeed 
there  are  too  many  fmall  crofts ;  and  the  occupiers  of  them 
aret  fo  poor,  that  their  cattle  have  not  ftrength  enough  to 
plow  and  drefs  them  properly.  As  there  is  plenty  of  peat 
mofs,  ii^hich  mod  of  the  pariihioners  have  a  right  to,  the  pro- 
prietors have  by  this  means  broken  down  the  poffeflions,  and 
raufed  their  rents ;  but  this  has  been  a  bar  to  the  improvement 
of  the  ground.  A  better  mode  of  farming,  however,  has  of 
late  got  in  among  fomc  of  tlie  tenants,  who  bring  lime  from 
Aberdeen,  and  lay  down  an  acre  with  turnips  yearly,  and  the 
year  after  fow  it  with  bear,  and  red  clover  and  rj^-grafs 
feeds.  They  already  fee  the  great  advantage  of  thcfe  little 
improvements,  and  they  will  doubtlefs  foon  extend  them  far- 
ther ;  and  others  will  be  le'd  to  follow  their  example.  Their 
great  diftance  from  lime  or  manure  of  any  kind  is  no  fmall 
obftacle  to  imprpvement. 

Produce^  Seafins  and  Wages. — The  principal  grain  raifed 
in  the  parifli  is  bear  and  oats  \  of  the  in-field^  generally  one 

-third 
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third  IS  bear  and  two  thirds  arc  oats.  Efcry  tenant  pfiuit# 
2$  many  potatoes  as  fcrvcs  his  own  family »  and  fomVtimc«  a 
few  more,  which  are  fold  at  6d.  the  peck  of  16  lib.  weight  5 
but  there  is  little  demand  for  that  article.  We  gcnerallf 
fow  our  oats  about  the  middle  of  April,  and  oor  bear  front 
the  beginning  to  the  middle  of  May.  Our  potatoes  arc 
planted  about  the  beginning  of  May.  In  an  ordinary  year, 
omr  bear  is  ripe  by  the  20th  of  Auguft,  and  our  oats  by  the . 
firft  week  of  September.  Wc  have  very  few  labourers.  A  man 
fervant^s  wages  is  from  6  ].  to  8 1.  a  year  \  and  a  maicl  fev- 
vant's  from  a  K  10  9.  to  3  1.  Sterling. 

Fue!  and  Plantations. — On  the  N.  E.  fide  of  tlie  pa*- 
ri(h  there  is  an  extenfive  peat  mofs,  which  aflFords  excellent 
fuel,  though  it  confumes  a  great  deal  of  the  farmer's  time  in 
cafting,  drying,  and  bringing  home  his  peats,  and  which 
might  be  applied  with  more  profit  to  the  other  purpofes  of 
agriculture.  This  mofs  feems  once  to  have  been  covered 
with  oak,  akter,.  and  hazle  trees ;  as  oak  trees  of  a  large 
Rze  are  ftill  found  at  a  great  depth,  and  fo  frefh  as  to  be  of 
feme  ufe*  There  are  at  prefent  but  a  few  acres  planted 
with  trees  in  the  parifh,  and  thefe  are  the  common  Scotch 
firs^  There  are  alfo  a  few  afii,  elm,  and  plane  trees,  on 
(itffrrent  fpots  of  ground. 

M'uier^Isy  Roads  and  JVild  Quadrupeds, -^^j^ch  ftones  as 
are  in  the  p.uilh  are  of  the  hard  iron  kind,  but  they  are  caG- 
ly  blown  with  gun  powder,  and  dreffcd  for  building.  Out 
roads  are  kept  in  tolerable  repair.  As  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  broom  in  the  out-fiejds,  hares  are  very  common^  and  there 
are  alfo  fomc  polecats  and  foxes. 

Climate. — The  air  is  dry  and  remarkably  wholefome,  as 
the  whole  county  of  Garioch  is,  and  many  of  the  people  live 

tQ 
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3  great  age.  Itayne  lies  in  an  open  country,  liaving  one  ridge 
of  hills  to  the  S.  W.  and  another  to  the  N.  E.  The  dry- 
nefs  of  the  air  is  owing  to  this  local  (ituation  of  the  parifh. 
The  clouds  aif  attracted  by  thefe  ridges  of  hills  on  each 
fide,  and  fogs  often  reft  upon  the  tops  of  them,  while  the  in- 
habitants enjoy  a  clear  and  dry  air  in  the  open  country. 
Sometimes  again,  when  the  clouds  break  into  rain  on  the 
hills,  or  on  the  fides  of  the  hills,  the  fklrts  only  of  the  fhow- 
cr  reach  us  in  the  open  country. 

Dtfeafes. — ^We  have  no  epidemical  difcafes. — In  fpring  and 
autumn  fomc  fevers  appear  among  the  poor  people,  who  live 
upon  a  loMT  diet.  Thcfc  are  generally  of  the  nervous  kind  \ 
but  when  the  patients  apply  timeoufly  for*  medical  affiftance, 
the  fever  often  gives  way  to  wine  and  bark,  and  good  atten- 
tion to  air  and  cleanlinefs.  We  have  many  flight  fore  throats, 
that  arc  relieved  by  bliftering  and  gargling.  Many  of  the 
parifiitoners  are  fubjeft  to  fcurvy,  and  other  cutaneous  dif- 
orders,  which  appear  upon  their  faces,  hands  and  legs.  This 
perhaps  arifes  from  the  poornefs  of  their  food,  confifting  of 
pottage,  brofe  and  fowens,  oat-meal  cakes,  kail,  potatoes, 
turnips  and  milk.  They  ufe  little  ale,  and  th:(t  not  of  a  good 
quality.  But  the  moft  fatal  difeafc  is  pneumoniiiy  or  confump- 
tion,  which  cuts  off  7  or  8  young  people  every  year.  And 
what  is  very  melancholy,  there  arc  at  prefent  more  than  20 
perfons  afHi£led  with  real  fcrophula,  and  the  number  of 
fuch  has  tncreafed  of  late  \  while  tlie  parishioners  intermar- 
ry with  one  another,  they  never  pay  attehtion  to  this  matter. 
Religions  prejudices  againft  inoculation  for  the  fmall-pox 
are  wearing  away,  and  the  praflice  of  inoculating  ,  children 
is  getting  in.  But  till  it  univerfally  prevail  ia  a  country  like 
this,  It  will  not  be  a  real  blefling.  The  infedion  i^  com- 
monicated  from  the  inoculated  to  the  children  of  thofe  who 
You  XV.  P  ftiU 
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(till  retain  their  old  prejudices ;  and  thus  we  have  the  UmM" 
pox  raging  every  year  in  a  place  where,  (as  the  writer  here- 
of remembers,)  about  30  years  ago,  the  diftemper  ofcd  to 
come  about  only  once  in  4  or  5  years.  Among  the  female 
fex,  who  are  moftly  employed  in  the  fedcnury  work  of  knit- 
ting (lockings  for  the  Dutch  market,  chronic  or  low  hyfteric 
complaints  are  very  common. 

Pfl^«/j/w«.*— The  population  of  this  parifli  has  been  almoft 
ftationary  thefe  many  years,  though  there  is  a  fmall  increafe 
on  the  whole,  fince  the  return  made  to  Dr  Wcbft^r,  as  ap- 
pear^  from  the  following  table. 

Population  table  of  the  parish  of  Ratne. 

No.  of  fouls  in  1 7  J5i  -  ?  1 3? 

in  1760,  «  X143    Increafe  in  5  years,  la 

in  1794,  1173    Ditto  in  34  yean,  30 

Total  increafe  within  thcfe  40  yean  4  a 

Sexci,  pitrni,  &c.                 Annual  aveiage  of  Birtlu,      -  24 

No.  of  males,               •               $i%    .....            —  Marriagei»  10 

>■■       Females,               •             631    ■                      ■—  Deaths  17 

•— -•    No.  of  Epifcopalians,          •  60 

Majority  of  the  latter      139    Members  of  the  EdabliOicd 

Church,           m           -  11x3 

Aocs. 

Ferfoos  under  10  years  of  ago                                     ,  14$ 

^.-Between  10  and  10                        •                         ^  159 

ao  and  30                  •                         ,  ai8 

<                    30  and  40                       V  TfiA 

— ~^—  40  and  30                                     3  223 

■     I        joanddo  y^% 

t                     60  and  70                            «  44 

.= 70  and  80                               .  jj 

I     I  II           80 and 90                               •  I 


^ge4    •— .f-93  .  I 

In  all        ii;3 
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ManufaHun  . — ^The  only  manafa£lure  is  the  knitting  of 
ibckingS)  in  which  all  the  women  are  employed,  and  fome 
of  die  boys  and  even  Id  men.  It  is  fuppofcd,  that  this  ar- 
ticle may  yield  to  the  pariQi  about  400!.  Sterling.  The  hofe 
arc  of  that  coarfe  kind,  which  bring  for  working  the  pair  la 
or  14  pence  Sterling ;  and  fome  of  the  women  will  knit  two 
piirs,  or  two  pairs  and  a  half  in  the  week.  If  it  were  not 
for  this  lad  article,  the  rents  of  the  fmall  crofts  could  not  be 
paid,  as  the  crofters  have  no  other  way  of  earning  money,  but 
by  annually  rearing  a  young  ox  or  cow. 

Exports  and  Cattle, — ^There  is  annually  about  200  bolls  of 
meal  carried  out  of  this  parilh  to  the  Aberdeen  market ',  and^ 
as  nearly  as  can  be  found,  180  cattle,  young  and  old,  bought 
ap  and  driven  to  the  fouth  country,  by  dealers  in  that  arti- 
tide,  worth  at  an  average  3I.  a  head.  There  ate  very  flew 
borfes  reared,  and  not  above  2oo  fheep  kept  in  the  parifli.    . 

Proprietors^  RentSy  isfc, — ^Thegrofs  rent  of  the  whole  pari(h 
iu  money,  and  meal  at  los.  per  boll,  is  about  1 300I.  Sterlings 
and  the  valued  rent  15441.  Scotch.  The  proprietors  are  Alex** 
andcr  Leith  of  Freefield,  James  Horn  Elphinftone  of  Logicj 
John  Forbes  of  Blackford,  Alexander  Leilie  of  Wartle,  an4 
Alexander  Stewart  of  Loanhead,  Efquires.  The  medium 
rent  of  the  in-iield  is  2os.  Sterling  per  acre.  There  is  meal 
paid  for  the  out-fields,  at  the  rate  of  from  as.  to  8s.  or  9s. 
the  acre.  -Some  of  the  fmall  crofts  are  rented  as  high  as  30$* 
per  acre. 

Churchy  and  Sciool^.^^Tlie   prefant  ftipcnd  is  42I.  Ster- 

Cng,  32  bolls  of  m^al,  and  16  bolls  of  bear  $  but  a  procefs 

of  augmentation  is  in  dependence.     The  manfe  was  huilt  in 

1751  for  icool.  Scotch.     The  fchool-houfc  waj  lately  buiU 

Fa  .for 
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for  t6L  Sterling,  and  the  fchool-mafter's  Hilary  is  but  eight 
bolls  cTf  meal.  The  heritors  in  general  arc  avcrfc  to  the  giv- 
ing of  a  legal  falarjr. 

Poor. — The  aver.ige  number  of  poor  that  receive  alms  is 
from  15  to  20. ,  The  annual  fum  expended  for  their  relief  is 
about  2cl.  Sterling,  which  is  all  produced  by  the  colleflions  in 
the  church  on  Sundays,  excepting  the  intereft  of  90I.  Sterling 
appropriated  to  them.  ITiefe  15  or  20  perfons  live  in  houfes 
of  their  own,  and  there  is  not  one  in  the  parllh  that  begs 
from  door  to  door.  Notwithftanding  this,  wc  arc  much 
troubled  with  beggars,  efpecialiy  from  the  Highlands  in 
funimer,  when  we  mu(l  fometimes  ttx\t  half  a  dozen  of  them 
in  one  day. 

Ohfiacles  to  Improvement.  — ^Thete  are  here,  as  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parifliesi,  great  bars  to  improvement.  The  lime  is  dif- 
tant  23  miles.  Many  of  the  tenants  have  ho  leaies*  Since 
1 782,  feme  hiive  fallen  a  little  in  arrears  with  Actr  rents,  and 
feem  to  want  that  fenfe  of  fecirrity  which  fiimutates  induf- 
try.  When  a  pofleflTion  is  vacant,  there* is  not  always  the 
proper  drftindion  made  between  a  good  and*  fubftanttal  ten- 
ant, and  one  who  promifcs  a  great  rent,  but  often  (aib  to 
pay  it. 

3f///f,   MultureSf  Services^  Iffc, — ^There  are  fire  mills  in 

the  patiih:     At  (irft  the  conftruflion  of  a  mill  was  a  work 

of  ingenuity,  and  the  propiietor  obliged  his  tenants  to  grind 

all  their  com  at  his  mill.     But  it  requires  no  great  genius 

now-a-day^,  to  conftruft  a  miH.    The  tenants  pay  thirlage, 

and  are  reftriOrcd  to  a  particular  mill.     This  fometimes  a- 

,.  mounts  to  the  1 7th  peck.  Tliey  pay  alfo  multures,  or  the  price 

'of  grinding,  wliich  is  often  tlic  3 2d  peck.    TTiey  pay  alfo  to 

'  '  4  the 
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the  miner  a  Rek  of  goodw'Mf  or  a  ianmct,  which  tenants  hav^ 
fomttimes  allowed  to  be  nieafured  (  aiid  there  are  inftatiees  ' 
where  ^noihcT- unmea/ured  lid  has  crept  in.     Even  the  /e<Js 
fifted  from  the  banheck  are  fometimes  paid.    Whcii.  all  thcfe 
f/^mx  are  added  together,  they,  amount  at  fome  miUs  to  a 
twelfth  or  eleventh  part  of  the  whole  <9orn  carried  to  the  mitt. 
This  is  a  fevere  tax  upon  the  indudfy  of  an  improving 
tenant.    Somietimcs  too  tl^e  corn  that  ^rows  on'  farm^  thir- 
led to  a  milli  is  obliged  to  f2Lj  muUur^,  whether  the  com  be 
ground  at  that  mill  or  not*    Except  tl^  ekpence  of  grinding, 
ail  thirl  age  fhould  be  commuted  to  the  tenant,  tit  order  that 
he  may  reap  the  benefit  of  his  own  indiiftry.     But  we  have 
one  inftance  here  where  even  this  is  prevented,   the  ten« 
ants  of  one  eftate  being  thirled  to  the  mill  of  another.  Ano- 
ther abfurdity  is,  thztjbiliefif  i.  e.  (healing,  or  hulter  corn,  is 
nicifured  by  the  tackfman  of  the  mill,  and  is  paid,  not  in 
(healing,  but  in  meal.    There  are  accordingly  great  com- 
pbfinls  ijiat  the  corn  is  not  well  fliealed.    Another  evil  is, 
that  thereis  a  mllpici^  which  generally  holds  as  much  (healing 
as  will  grind  to  three  and  fometimes  four  pecks  of  meal. 
For  the  (healing  of  the  (lock,  the  tenant  pays  meal  meafur- 
ed  with  a  cog^  or  wooden  di(h,  that  pays  for  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  (healing.      There  is  alfo  another  cog  for  fmail  quan- 
tities of  (healing.     And  if  all  thefe  meafures  Hrere  accurate- 
ly fixed  and  proportioned,  there  would  be  lefs  injuftice  j  ^but 
that  is  not  the  cafe.   The  multurer  is  allowed  to  m^d  them 
or  make  them  anew,  or  alter  them  as  he  pleafes.    There 
ought  to  be  a  book  kept  by  the  proprietor  of  the  mill,  and 
(igned  by  him  and  the  multurer,  and  the  principal  tenants, 
in  order  to  afcertain  the  exa£l  contents  of  thefe  feveral  mea- 
fuies.  We  have  alfo  fome  Gothic  fervices  done  by  the  tenants, 
that  ought  tq  be  aboli(hed,  fuch  as  reaping,  earing,  plow- 
ing. 
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iQgi  harrowing)  driving  out  dongy'and  bringing  home  ilme  an  J 
other  articles  to  the  landlord  gratis* 

Antiqtaties  and  CbaraHir^ — ^We'  have  no  antiqaities,  ex* 
cepting  two  Druidical  temples,  which  are  common  in  evcrjr 
pariih  of  this  county ;  and  fome  catins,  under  one  of  which 
there  is  a  tradition  chat  Irwncy  the  laird  of  Drum,  lies  buried. 
It  is  r^orted  that  he  was  flain  in  purfuing  Donald  Lord  of 
the  Ifles,  after  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  in  the  year  1411.  The 
bifhop  of  Aberdeen  had  formerly  a  houfb  at  01d*Rain  in  this 
pariQi.  The  people  in  general  are  fober,.  regular  and  induf- 
trious,  and  are  as  contented  with  their  condition  as  moft  peo- 
ple. 
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NUMBER   VII. 
PARISH   0FKIRKBEA.N/ 

(COUNTT  or  KlRRCPDBRIGHT,  PrESBYTERT    AND   SyNOD 

OF  Dumfries.} 
By  the  Rev.  Mr  Edward  Neilson,  Mimjler. 


Origin  of  the  Name*    , 

HE  antient  name  of  the  parifh  is  faid  to  have  been 
Caerhen.  It  is  evidently  derived  from  the  Cehic  or  Gaelic^ 
and  fignifies  the  high  fort  or  ionvn.  Caer  in  that  language 
fignifies  a  fortified  town  or  placei  and  ben^  high.  Do£lor 
Clapperton  of  iiochmabeni  a  gentleman  well  known  for 
his  knowledge  of  antiquities}  is  of  opinion  that  Camden,  the 
Engiiih  antiquary,  with  his  followers,  are  miftaken,  when 
they  make  Cacr/everoch  the  C<j^rArw/^/^««i  of  Ptolomy,  while 
others,  from  mere  coQJe£lure,  make  it  the  Vxe/ium.  That 
Horfely,  another  Engli(h  antiquary,  ha3  mifled  th<  late  Rev. 
Do£lor  Henry  of  Edinburgh,  to  Bardenna  in  the  parifh  of 
Keir,  which  he  makes  the  Caerbentorigum  of  Ptolomy,  or 
the  Carbantium  of  the  Geographer  Rcvennas.  Nothing, 
He  aflerts,  can  be  more  abfurd,  as  Caerben  is  obvioufly  poin* 
led  out^  both  in  the  Caerbentorigum  of  Pto  omy,  and  in  the 

Carbantium 
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Carbantium  of  the  Geographer  Revennas.  The  Cac  rbcn- 
torigum  of  Ptoloniy  was  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  theNovias 
Fluvius  or  Nith.  Agreeably  to  this,  there  is,xlofc  upon  the 
ihore,  where  the  river  now  empties  itfcif  into  the  fca,  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  S.  £.  of  the  churchy  a  high  ri fing 
ground,  called  the  Borron  Hill,  upon  which  has  Aood  a  Caf- 
tlc  or  Fort,  ftill  known  by  the  n^me  of  tkc  Cqftle^  Hill,  or 
M^CuUoch^s  Cajlle ;  and,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  tli-j  Well, 
there  is  a  place  called  TCorrorie,  in  both  of  which  the  word 
Caerbentorigum  i;  dill  retained. 

Situathm,  Hil/Sf  isfc,*^lt  is  fituated  on  a  promontory  in  Ac 
S.  E.  corner  of  Galloway,  in  lat.  54.  55  m.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  N.  K  by  the  parith  of  Caerleveroch  in  Nithfdale,  from 
which  it  j»  feparatcd  by  the  Frith  of  Ni(h  about  3  miles. 
On  the  S*  E.  the  fird  land  to  be  feen  is  the  county  of  Cum<« 
berland,  in  the  North  of  England,  from  which  it  is  feparated 
by  the  Sol  way  Firth,  about  10  mites*  On  the  Weft,  it  is 
bounded  by  the  united  parifhes  of  Colvend  and  Southwich  ^ 
Midj  on  the  J^orth,  by  the  parifli  of  Ntw- Abbey  or  Sweet-heart. 
It  was  anciently  within  the  diocefe  or  bifliopric  of  Galloway, 
9nd  now,  with  9  other  parifhcs.  Tying  betwixt  the  water  o 
Urr  and  the  river  Nith,  is  within  t]h«  Prefhytery  and  Synod 
of  Dumfries,  from  which  it  is  drftant  about  n  miles.  From 
the  North,  where  it  joins  New-Abb?y,  it  flretches  about  3^ 
miles  to  the  Weft,  and  upon  the  ftiorc,  which  is  nearly  paral- 
lel, it  runs  about  6  miles.  Its  breadth  may  be  about  3  miles, 
but  It  varies.  From  Weft  to  North  there  is  a  ridge  of  hills, 
which  terminates  in  Crofell,  or  Crowfell,  which  is  the  high- 
eft  hill  in  the  S.  of  Scotland,  and  a  confiderablc  part  of  which 
i  within  the  parifli.    The  height  of  it  has  been  accurately 

afcertabcd. 


tfKirkhean.  tu\ 

aTcertauied  *.  From  this  Tidge  of  htllS)  the  pan(h  inclines 
towards  the  Iharc,  and  prefents  to  the  eye  a  -riith,  beaorifuli 
and  cateAfive  prd(pe£^  fields  well  indofed,  and.  in  a  high  ftate 
of  cultivation  9  with  feveral  clumps  and  belts  of^^iiting. 

Climate  and  Diseases,  The  climate  is  healthy.  The  inha^ 
bitants  are  not  fubjed  to  any  local  difeafe.  Formerly  the 
ague  is  faid  to  have  been  frequent ;  now  it  has  almoft  entire- 
ly difappeared-  This,  by  fome,  has  been  attributed  to  the 
ncceflary  operations  of  Agriculture,  the  wet  and  morafs 
grounds  being  now  moflly  drained.  By  others,  however,  of 
more  knowledge  and  experience,  it  has  been  attributed  to  a- 
nothcr  caufe.  Formerly,  many  of  the  inhabitants  went  into 
Lincolnfliire  for  employment  during  the  harveft,  and  re- 
turned iuf«£ted  with  this  difeafe ;  now  they  have  work  fu& 
ficient  to  employ  them  in  the  parifli,  and  the  difeafe  is  fel« 
dom  a  complaint.    Innoculation  is  freqtient  and  fucceisful. 

Soil  artd  Produce,    The  foil  is  various.    Upon  the  N.  W* 

and  W.  a  confiderable  tra£k  lies  upon  lime*ftone.    Upon  the 

Vol.  XV.  C^  •  S.  E* 

•  In  1JS4,  RoBtRt  RrDortL,Brq;  of  Olenriddfcll,fcnliJlot«dWr  WiHbai 
M*Caniie^  ho(t-fhr«reyor,  to  ukelbrhtm  the  height  of  tldft  hill,  the  feUowiog 
ii  a  copy  of  Mr  M^Cartney'i  letter  to  hkn.  "  8tr»-^Beiag  the  other  daf  at 
"  Crofeli,  and  fecolle^ihg  the  coDverfation  we  had  ahottt  it*  height,  I  rcfoU 
"  Tcd  to  aHeruin  it.  I  made  my  ob^rTationt  from  a  bafc  dn  the  (bore,  o^ 
■*  i  mile  in  length,  jtud  the  refult  wai  at  foUowt :  viz.  Douglas  Cairn,  od 
"  the  rommit  of  thfc  niottUtain,  1^95,  fay  1900  feet  in  nmnd  imnibefi,  and 
*  Koddtendoch,  or  the  north  wing  of  the  mounftato,  x^oofetc  d)6Tt1iigb  wk* 
*■  ter  aark.  I  adjiified  the  Icvd  before  oblervation,  fof,  by  an  cqperilnett,'! 
"  fb«Rd  that  it  pointed  two  feet  too  low,  in  every  hundred  yards.** 

In  1440,  William  Earl  of  Douglas,  th6  laft  warden  of  the  weft  mafcheii 
tficmbkd  the  bail  tairdt^  fretfhold^  and  cldeil  borderen  of  hi)  v^vrdttiff 
At  Linckden.  There  he  correded  nnd  Unproved  the  border  linrs;-«  copy 
•f  which  is  to  be  fontid  in  the  Lord  MitxweU*sinaniafcript  df  th^  latrs  of  thi 
Oafches.  In  thefe  laws,  this  hill  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  beacons  for  a^ 
iarming  the  conbtry,  dniing  the  frequent  incvfiona  nia^l  ^  tf^  SngliiH 
iats  Scotlaodi 
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S.  E*  there  is  a  rich  and  deep  clay  and  loam ;  and  upofl  theS. 
W.  there  are  looo  acres  of  fait  and  whinny  pafture,  in  {bme 
placet  light  and  fandy,  but  moiUy  arabie»  and  confidered  as 
capable  of  being  improYcd  by  tillage,  to  advantage.  The  foil 
in  general  is  fertile,  and  produces  wheat,  barley,  oats,  pota- 
toes, beans,  peas,  turnips,  rye  and  clover  feeds.  There  may 
be  annually  in  the  parifli 

Under  wheat,  -  -  133  acres 

Barley,  -       *      -  140 

.-■  Oats,  -  -  6oo 

■  Beans,  peas,  turnips,  and  pota- 

toes, -  -  15© 

1023 

Exports, — ^The  crops  are  more  than  fufficient  tofupply  the 
inhabitants.  Wheat  is  generally  carried  to  Dumfries-  A 
confiderable  quantity  of  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes,  is  export- 
ed to  the  Whitehaven,  Lancafter,  and  Liverpool  markets,  and 
frequently  to  the  ports  of  Clyde.  Potatoes  were  firft  export- 
tA  from  this,  ixf  any  confiderable  quantity,  in  December  1774, 
by  the  late  Peter  Greggan,  tenant  in  the  farm  of  Kirkhoufe. 
For  feveral  years  fince,  a  quantity  has  been  raifed,  equal  in 
value  to  the  whole  rental  of  the  parifh  about  40  years  ago. 

Black  Cattle  and  Horses. — ^The  cattle  are  generally  of  the 
Galloway  breed,  ai^d  when  fattened  for  the  butcher,  or  for  the 
South  of  England,  they  weigh  well  for  their  Cze.  It  is  cer- 
tain, however,  that  the  pariih  is  capable  of  feeding  in  pro- 
portion, cattle  of  a  larger  kind.  This  has  been  proved  by 
William  Craik,  Efq;  of  Arbigland,  who  made  the  experi- 
ment ;  whilft  a  confiderable  part  of  his  eftate  was  kept  in 
paftnre,  he  introduced  the  Bakewell  breed,  and  found  that 
V^  the^ 
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tKc  £une  number  of  thefe  cattle,  upon  the  fame  fields  fattened 
equally  with  tfaofe  of  the  Galloway  kind.  Their  number  are 
as  follows : 

Horses  Black  Cattle. 

Eoiployed  in  agriculture,  141     Milk  cows,  229 

Ditto  bred,  -  37     Catjtlc  grazed,  1171  . 

Total,  befidcs  carriage  1400 

and  faddle  horfeSj   .178  << 

SAtif  and  Wcp/.-^^Tht  number  of  (hetp  of  the  black-faced 
Scotch  breed,  kept  upon  the  fait  and  whinny  pafture,  and 
moftly  fattened  for  the  butcher,  is  about,    17  fcores,  or  340 

Of  the  fame  kind  upon  the  high  land, 

and  moftly  kept  as  a  breeding  ftock, 

about  -  '40  fcore  or  809 

Total  of  this  kind^  57  1140 

The  management  of  this  kind  of  (heep  is  fuch  as  is  gene« 
rally  followed  in  other  parts  of  the  South  of  Scotland.  Their 
Iambs  are  fold  at  4I.  per  fcore,  and  their  wool  at  7s.  6d.  per 
ftone,  being  241b  Englifh  to  the  ftone.  Of  the  Spani/b  kind, 
there  are  a  few  in  the  parifh,  but  of  them  little  at'  prefent 
can  be  faid,  as  they  were  but  lately  brought  into  thif  part  of 
the  comity.  The  kind  of  Sheep  that  produces  the  bcft  woof, 
and  appears  to  be  of  moft  advantage  to  the  farmer,  is  of  the 
Bakettff/I  breed.  They  were  firO:  brought  into  this  parifh  by 
the  late  Peter  Gregg  an  formerly  mentioned  ;  and  with 
regard  to  wool,  have  fince  been  much  improved.  Their 
wool  was  lately  compared  with  that  of  a  Spanifii  ram,  fcnt 
to  Wilxiam  Craik,  Efq;  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  found 
to  be  equal  to  that  of  the  Spanish,  if  not  finer  in  quality. 
The  wool  of  thefc  ibeep,  upon  the  farm  of  Kiridioufe>  was' 

(^  2  Ibid, 
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fold,  Uft  feafoni  9t  iL  per  ilopc  TUiv  U«te  itf I  «t  iss. 
each  $  and»  when  above  two  yevt  old,  weigh  17b  or  actb  per 
quarter.    They  arc  fed  upon  good  land. 

Agriculture. — ^This  parifli  is  generally  allowed  to  have 
been  the  firft  li^  the  Sou^h  of  Scotland,  in  an  improved  ftatc 
of  agriculture.  This  muft  as  generally  be  afcribed  to  the 
fuperior  knowledge,  and  unwearied  attention  of  the  prefent 
William  Craik,  Efq;  of  Arbigland,  formerly  mentioned, 
whofe  example  has  had  a  moll  ufeful  influence. 

IwPLtMEMT^  of  HdSBANPKT/ 

Number  of  Scotch  and  Engliih  plou^  ▼         47 

■  ditto  Drill  for  fowing  different  grains^ 

befides  turnip  drilUt 

Total,  50 

7h€  fommon  plpu|^ht  ^tth  the  rouvd  fock,  is  generally  ofed 
}n  the  high  lan4  of  the  parifh*  The  EngliOi  plough,  with 
theb^oa^  ock,  and  broad  and  pot-metal  moulds,  upon  the 
low  an4  level  laqd.  The  drill,  vaere  the  land  is  level,  and 
free  of  large  ftonet.  .  This  plough,  in  its  prefent  {Late,  was 
con£tr^Aed  by  Wiluam  C&41K,  Efq;  and  has  been  ufed  u- 
pon  his  eftatc  for  many  years  paft.  It  is  drawn  by  one  horfc 
onlyi  and  fows  four  rows  at  qnce.  Three  Winchefter  Bufliela 
of  oats  to  the  acre,  fpi|rn  by  (his  plov\gl^  a^re  found  to  he  fuiE- 
cient,  whereas  9  ^d  fometimea  9  Win^fter  bufiiels  to  the 
aorei  are  generally  fown  by  broad  caft*  Barley  and,  oats 
fown  by  this  ploMgh  are  allowed  fo  be  better  headed,  and 
of  fuperior  quality*  to  apy  fown  by  broad  call.  This  has  al- 
ready been  experi^ced  by  fome  of  the  farmers  in  tbe  parifli, 
who  have  followed  Mr  Ceaik's  exannple ;  and  it  is  expeded, 
t]la||  w^e  ^  laii4  i(  A>it»bk,  lelf  inte^eft  will  make  it  more 

generally 
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geoendly  prevail.  Plopghs  of  this  oonftrudlon  are  made  ia 
the  paziib>  at  61.  ds.  each.  Mr  Craik  has  uTed  the  fame 
plou^^iQ  fowing  all  kinds  of.  gta^n^  expepting  pqife,  for. 
thefe  30  jrears  pad,  and  it  is, dill  in  good  repair.  Four  0:1^^0^ 
trith  two  horfeSjL  and  two  men,  were  formerly  ijfed  in  plow- 
ing. Now,  two  horfcs,^  with  one  man,  who  holds  the  plowgh,^ 
and  drives  the  horles  himfelf^  arc  found  fu^cieqt  even  foe 
the  heavieil  land. 

Rotation  of  Crops, — Common  rotation,  tw.o  crops  of  oats, 
a  green  crop,  potatoes,  bean^,  peafe,  or  turnips,  with  a  dr^fs- 
ing  of  dung :  Then  a  crop  of  wheat,  or  barley,  fown  out 
with  rye  and  clover  feeds,  to  lie  3  or  4  years.  The  following; 
rotation  has  been  tried,  but  its  efieft  has  not  yet  been  fully 
afcertained  \  1  ft,  oats  upon  ftubble  \  2d,  horfe  beans^  in  rowSj, 
about  20  inches  diftant,  with  a  full  dreffing  of  dung,  horfe 
and  hand  hoed;  3d,  wheat  ixpon  one  furrow ;  4th,  turnins, 
potatoes,  cabbage,  Sccj  horfe  hped,  on  four  feetridges^  giving 
the  crop  half  a  dunging ;  5tb,  barley  with  red  and  white  clo« 
▼er  feeds,  to  ly  one  or  two  years,  and  then  retv^rn  to  oats. 
This  rotation  is  propofed,  to  make  a  fummer  fallow  unne* 
ccilarj.  It  is  fuited  for  a  good  loamy  foil,  and  where  there 
is  acccfs  to  limcii  ips^rlj  or  any  natural  manure.  Where  to 
thefe  there  is  np  acce&,  there  n^ight  be  difficulty  in  finding 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  dung.  There  is  now  no  diftinclioa 
m^e  between  the  crtft  and  the  out'felJ; 

Propriit^s. — The  proprietors  are  William  Craik,  Efq;  of 
Arbiglandf  Richard  Alexander  Qfwald,  £fq-,  of  Auchen- 
cruive,  Alexander  Dickfon,  Efq;  of  Ladyland,  with  James. 
Duff^  William  M'Kie,  ;pd  John  Li4dle,  portloners.  Mr 
Qraik  is  the  only  refiding  heritor.  Of  this  gentleman,  it  is 
not  eafy  ;o  fay  too  much,  in  the  opinion  of  his  acquaintance^ 
^  too  Uttkj  in  his  own.  For  general  knowledge,  for  libe- 
rality 
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rality  of  fentimcnt,  and,  for  his  exertions  in  promoting  the 
hnprovement  of  his  country,  he  has  had  few  equals.  Through 
a  life  prolonged  to  the  extraordinary  length  of  above  90 
yearsi  he  has  cultivated  thefe  virtues  \  and,  even  at  this  ad- 
vanced age,  he  has  the  rare  felicity  of  being  (till  capable  of 
communicating,  and  of  enjoying  the  pleafures  which  arife 
from  converfation,  and  from  the  fociety  of  his  friends, 

Divifion  and  Value  of  the  Pari/b. — ^The  parifh,  as  at  pre(cnt 
poiFefled,  is  divided  into  36  farms,  and  of  thefe,  one  is  gene- 
rally kept  in  paftiire.  The  whole  llnd  of  the  pariQi  b  twice 
doubled  in  rent  within  thefe  40  years.  The  eftate  of  Arbig- 
land  is  at  prefent  five  times  the  rent  that  it  was  37  years 
ago.  This  great  advance  evidently  proves  the  attention  and 
induftry  of  thp  proprietor  apd  tenants, 

VtllageSi-^Kirhbean. — There  arc  3  villages  in  the  pariOi, 
Kirkbcan,  Preflon,  and  Saltemefs.  The  village  of  Kirkbean 
formerly  confided  of  farm  houfcs  chiefly,  with  a  joint's  and 
a  blackfmith^s  boufe.  At  prefent,  there  are  two  joiners 
houfes,  one  blackfmitK's  houfe,  two  grocery  (hops,  two  alc- 
houfes,  with  fcveral  others,  inhabited  by  the  labourers  and 
cottagers  belonging  to  the  neighbouring  farms.  This  vil- 
lage is  pleafantly  fituated.  It  (lands  upon  a  place  almoft 
furroimded  with  little  hills,  and  rifing  ground,  covered  Mrith 
wood.  From  the  W.  defccnds  a  fmall  rivulet,  which,  among 
the  wood,  forms  a  beautiful  catara£l,  and  then,  running  gcnt- 
\j  through  the  village,  in  the  centre  of  which  there  is  a 
bridge,  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea.  The  proprietor  Mr  Os- 
Tvald>  in  the  late  fct  of  a  neighbouring  farm,  has  referved  a 
part  of  this  village,  to  accomodate  the  poor  on  his  eftate, 
with  free  houfes  5  a  mark  of  that  benevolence  and  humanity 
which  alone  can  add  dignity  to  affluence^  and  of  which^ 

during 
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during  the  late  rcCdcxKe  of  the  family  in  this  parifli,  the  in- 
digent have  fo  liberally  received.    *. 

Prefion. — ^This  village  takes  its  name  from  the  eftate  of 
Prcfton,  upon  which  it  ftands.  It  foimerly  belonged  to  the 
Tcgent  Morton,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr  Oswald. 
It  is  faid  to  have  been  a  burgh  of  regality,  and  had  the  privi- 
lege of  4  fairs  in  the  year,  A  crofs,  of  about  7  feet  in  height, 
raifed  on  a  bafe  of  (lone  wall,  about  4  feet  fquare.  Is  ftiH 
ftanding.  Nothing  now  remains  of  its  ancient  privileges^ 
but  at  this  crofs  poinds  have  lately  been  comprifed*  Some 
years  ago,  this  village  was  inhabited  by  24  farmers  ;•  at  prc- 
fcnt  there  are  only  3,  with  their  cottagers. 

Sakernefs. — This  village  ftands  clofe  upon  the  (bore,  du6 
fouth  of  the  church.  It  was  built  by  the  late  Richard  Os- 
wald, Efq;  of  Attchencruive,  with  the  view,  it  is  faid,  of  a 
coal  trade.  A  trial  for  coal  was  made  in  its  neighbourhood^ 
but  without  fuccefs.  It  is  now  chiefly  inhabited  by  perfons* 
who  keep  fumifhed  rooms,  to  accomodate  fuch  as,  duridg 
the  feafon,  come  to  it  for  the  benefit  of  fea  bathing. 

Sea  Cdajlf  Tower^  Ltme'fi$ney  Sec. — ^Thc  points  of  land, 
are  Salternefs  and  Borron.  Saltemefs,  from  whence  the  a«- 
bote  mentioned  village  takes  its  name,  has  been  confidered 
by  fome  feamen,  notwithftanding  the  charts  now  publiflied 
of  the  South-Eaft,  to  be  the  fouthmoft  point  of  land  in  Scot- 
land. The  name  now  appears  to  be  corrupted.  It  is  faid 
to  have  been  originally,  Souihwicknefs^  u  e.  the  fouthermdft 
point,  probably  from  a  parilh  in  its  neighbourhood,  called 
SouthwicL  Upon  diis  ne/s^  or  point  of  land,  a  tower  is  erec- 
ted for  a  land-mark  for  vefllels  on  their  way  along  this  coaft* 
A  part  of  it  was  built  many  years  ago,  by  fome  merchants 
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in  Dumfries,  then  carrying  On  a  confidcral^lt  trade  with  Vir- 
ginia. .  It  was  afterwards  raifed  to  its  prefent  height,  by  the 
late  Mrs  Oswald  of  Auchcncruivc,  This  tower,  at  prefent, 
IS  of  great  advantage  to  the  navigation  <jf  this  coaft,  and  would 
ftill  be  of  greater  advantage,  were  lights  placed  in  it.  As 
]imcilone  abounds  in  its  neighbourhood,  the  fea,  cvciy  tide, 
wafhing  that  kind  of  rock,  it  is  believed,  that  if  here  a  fmatl 
harbour  was  built,  a  conflderable  trade  in  that  line  might  be 
carried  on.  Vcifels  often  come  to  anchor  at  Saltemefs,  in 
3  or  4  fathoms,  at  low  water,  in  the  language  of  feamen^ 
«  tojop  the  tide.'* 

Say^ — ^Caksethorn  bay  on  the  caft  fliore,  and  at  the  mouili 
of  the  river  Nith,  is  confidercd  as  a  fafe  anchoring  place. 
Several  palls  of  wood  for  vefiels  to  make  fail  to,  have  beeo 
put  in  the  beach  by  the  town  of  Dumfries,  who  levy  a  fum 
for  tonage,  from  all  vcflels  difcharging  their  cargoes  upon 
this  (hore.  All  veflels  from  Dumfries,  when  meeting  witli 
contrary  winds,  anchor  in  this  bay.  Veflels  bound  for  Dum- 
fries frequently  lye  in  the  bay,  until  the  fpring  tides  fumifli 
them  with  water  fufficient  to  carry  them  up.  Ships  from  the 
Baltic,  laden  with  timber  for  Dumfries,  generally  unload  here, 
as  veflelsi  drawing  ii  or  I2  feet  water,  cannot  always  with  fafe- 
ty  go  above  this.  There  are  3  fathoms  water  in  the  bay,  and 
cut  in  the  channel  the  water  rifes  5  fathoms  perpendicular. 

Hues. — ^The  courfes  of  the  tides  are  as  follows.  Out  of 
the  Nith,  the  tides  run  nigh  fouth  to  the  Borron  point,  for* 
merly  mentioned ;  they  then  take  their  courfc  weftward. 
Upon  this  (bote  the  tides  flow  5  hours,  and  ebb  7.  It  ia 
high  water  on  the  full  and  change  days  of  the  moon,  at  half 
pad  eleven  o'clock.  Many  fand  banks  ly  off  this  coaft,  and 
fuch  is  the  rapidity  of  tlie  tides,  that  vefTcIs  getting  aground 

upon 
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upon  them,  have  been  up-'ftt  and  wrecked.  The  flood,  in- 
deed, is  more  dangerous  than  the  ebb,  as  it  has  been  known 
to  tumble  a  ihip*s  anchor  over  and  over.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  natives  of  the  pariflj,  that  this 
frith  is  gradually  (hutting  up.  This  opinion  is  not  -founded 
on  the  tradition  of  their  fathers  only  ;  it  is  founded  on  their 
own  obftrvations.  The  navigation  of  the  frith  they  find  is 
becoming  daily  more  difficult ;  new  fand-banks  frequently 
appear;  arid,  upon  the  S.  W.  of  the  parifli,  many  acres  are 
now  excellent  fait  pafture,  which  not  long  ago  the  tides 
covered,  when  they  confided  of  fleach  and  fand* 

i*]^.— Several  kinds  of  fifli  abound  on  tliis  coaft,  fuch  as 
flounders,  ikate,  cod,  foles,  fhrimps,  &c.  Turbot  are  rare. 
It  is  an  obfervation  of  the  inhabitants,  founded  on  expe- 
rience, that  herrings  frequent  thia  coaft  periodically.  About 
6  years  ago,  they  were  found  in  vaft  (hoals ;  from  that  peri- 
od till  lately,  few  could  be  feen  \  at  prefcnt  (1793)  they  every 
where  abound. 

EccUJiafiical  State — ^Fhe  manfe  was  built  about  1730, 
and  enlarged  about  1769.  Like  many  public  buildinp;s  cf 
this  kind  in  the  country,  it  was  not  fufficicntly  executed  ;  nnd 
now  the  heritors  propofe  to  give  it  fome  repairs.  The  church 
was  built  in  1776,  and,  in  its  ftruflure,  it  is  elegant,  conve- 
nient, and  fufficient.  The  glebe,  which  at  prefcnt  lies  tV- 
parated,  but  a  part  of  which  is  now  propofcd  to  be  exchan- 
ged, confifts  of  about  13  acres.  The  ftipend,  by  decreet  of 
111  February  1650,  is  4  chalders  of  grain,  -f  meal  and  |  bear, 
Linlithgow  mcafure ;  500I.  Scotch  in  money,  with  50  mcrks 
for  communion  elements.  The  Duke  of  Quccnsberry  is  pa- 
tron and  titular. 
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Schools  and  Poor. — The  parochial  fchool  faM4s  amount  to 
1008].  4s.  The  intereft  of  th^  firni  fiipports  two  feparate 
free  fchools ;  the  one  under  the  diredion  of  the  hef  iters  and 
niinifter,  608I.  4s.  The  other,  400I.  %  The  fchool  fopport- 
ed  by  this  fum,  is  left  to  the  management  of  "  5  honc(l»  up« 
"  right  men,  of  good  report  in  the  parifh,  appointed  to  lay 
^^  out  the  capital  upon  good  and  fofficient  fecuricy »  and  to 
^^  take  care  of  the  fubje£l ;  and  that  the  fchooUmafter  do  his 
**  duty  to  the  children  under  his  care,  by  in(lru<^ing  them 
**  in  the  principles  of  the  Protei^ant  Reformed  Religion,  and 
^*  to  read  and  write  well ;  and  alfo  good  manners  and  good 
**  morals.'* — ^The  parochial  poor's  funds  amount  to  265I.  bc- 
6des  the  weekly  colledions,  which,  with  the  intereft  of  this 
fum,  fupport  annually  about  12  perfons  on  the  roll,  and  fup- 
{^y  occafionally  the  wants  of  others.  There  has  not  be^n  a 
a  beggar  in  the  parl(h  in  tl^e  memory  of  man. 

Population, — As  there  has  been  no  regular  rcgiftcr  kept  in 
the  parifh,  of  baptifms,  marriages,  or  deaths,  either  before  or 
fince  the  late  A£k  of  Parliament,  impofing  certain  duties  up- 
on each,  therefore,  no  account  of  thcfc  can  now  be  given. 
The  following  is  the  prefcm  ftate  of  the  population,  and  the 
number  of  diiTcntcrs  and  mechanics  in  the  parifh. 

Population  table  of  the  parish  of  Kirkbean. 
No  of  fouls  in  1793         -  -  -  660 

Po  in  >  75  J,  as  returned  to  Dr  Webfter  -  52*^ 

Increafc,  131 

}  This  hft  fum  was  a  donation  of  the  late  Mr  Andrkw  MARSHArr . 
oierdbant  in  Glafgow.  He  firft  gave  300].  and  afterwards,  ac  his  death,  Ufc 
iocl.  being,  as  it  is  exprefled  by  himfelf,  in  the  deed  of  his  fiHl  daaation, 
(<  Freely  and  cheerfully  given,  I  think,  for  the  beft  porpoTei,  namely,  the 
**  farther  promoting  of  genuine  Chriftian  knowledge,  true  piety  and  Tirtue 
*(  towards  God,  and  oprightneft  towards  all  men.*' 
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RXLIGIOUB  PiMUASlONS. 

Ka  of  foub  uuler  8  f  eab 

Memben  of  the  Eftabliihed 

ofage 

- 

X70 

Church  » 

- 

6^0 

■         above  chat  age 

490 

Roman  Catholics 

3 

Males 

aU 

Antiburghers 

- 

3 

—  Females 

346 

Epifcopaliaos 

- 

3 

—  Familica 

130 

Qoaker 

- 

t 

_—  Hoolea  ifahabiced  by 

OfiiB 

perfoD  xaAj 

- 

14 

660 

MXCHANIC*. 

Mtficn. 

Afprintka. 

JmrnMymm. 

rook 

No.  of  joiners 

3 

- 

- 

% 

— ^Mafons 

3 

- 

- 

3 

— Slaters 

1 

- 

- 

I 

—Tailors 

'4 

2 

- 

6 

— Shoe-makers 

4 

2 

2 

8 

— Biack-fmiths 

2 

- 

X 

- 

,3 

— Stocking-weavers 

6 

-             I 

- 

7 

—Seamen         - 

4 

»                 ^ 

- 

4 

— ^Revenue  do. 

. 

. 

8 

8 

In  all,        43 

Diflinguijbed  Men. — Th^  late  Admiral  John  Campbell 
was  the  fon  of  ttie  Rev.  Mr  John  Campbell,  for  fome  time 
minifter  of  this  parifh.  He  was  born  in  the  manfe  of  Kirk* 
bean,  6th  Februray  1719.  The  account  of  his  life,  lately 
publiflied  in  a  London  Maga2ine,  is  in  many  circumftances 
erroneous. — ^John  Paul,  who  fome  years  ago,  took  the 
name  of  John  Paul  Johns*  (for  Mrhat  reafon  let  the  world 
R  2  judge,) 


*  Some  families  actoid  a  RtLixv  meeting-houfe  iz^  the  neighbouring  pa* 
rift ;  but  as  this  ibcietj  was  latdy  eftabliihed  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
as  none  of  thofii  who  attend  it  lay  they  have  renoanced  the  eftablilhcd 
church,  therefore  their  Bomber  cansot  be  at  prcfeat  al|;ertaii|ed. 
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judge,)  was^lic  fon  of  John  Paul,  a  gardener  by  trade.  He 
was  born  in  Kirkbean,  about  the  year  1745-  Of  this  pcr- 
fon's  chara^lcr,  tliis  paiifli  cannot  bead.  His  pilbge  of  the 
houfe  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk ;  lis  attempts  to  burn  the  town 
of  Whitehaven,  out  of  whofe  harbour  he  hid  fcrvcd  his  ap— 
ptenticc-fliip,  and  Ills  condu£t  to  his  native  country,  during 
the  American  war,  arc  in  (lances  of  ingratitude  and  want  of 
patriotifm,  generally  known,  and  over  which,  for  the  honour 
of  humanity,  wc  would  wiih  to  draw  a  veil. 

Antiquities. — The  caftles  of  Cavensy  and  Weaths^  a  part 
only  of  each  now  {landing,  were  once  the  property  of  the 
Regent  Morton  *,  and  by  him  frequently  inhabited.  The 
whole  of  that  barony,  excepting  two  farn^s,  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Richard  Alexander  Ofwald,  Efq;  of  Auchencruive, 
who,  while  occafionally  in  this  part  of  the  country,  refides 
at  the  caille  of  Cavens.  Upon  the  N.  W.  on  the  farm  of 
Anlrie,  at  the  foot  of  that  lidge  of  hills  formerly  mentioned^ 
which  terminates  in  Crofell,  there  is  a  Druidical  circle  dill 
entire  f . 

Advantages 

*  Upon  hb  (orfetture,  tliefc  caftlcs,  with  the  batony  of  Prefton,  opon 
which  thejr  ftand,  were  granted  to  the  family  of  NirusDALi,  one  of  whom 
give  to  a  fecond  fon  the  chief  part  of  that  Barony,  and  fewed  out  the  reft. 

f  At  a  little  dtflance  to  the  eaft  of  thb,  there  wai  lately  difcovered  a 
K'Jt  vaai^  or  done  coffin,  ^i  which  was  found  an  urn.  The  iidei  and  ends 
of  it  were  built  with  fmail  (tones,  and  covered  with  thin  broad  ones.  The 
Hones  axe  flill  in  ufcful  prefervation ;  they  make  a  part  of  a  divifion  dyke, 
ypon  the  farm.  To  the  fouth  of  this,  another  was  found,  but  of  its  conftruc- 
tion  the  writer  has  not  yet  been  informed.  In  the  centre  of  the  parifli,  nigh 
the  public  road,  ftood  a  Druidical  temple,  which  was  lately  deftroyed,  for  the 
purpofe  of  clearing  the  ground,  and  building  farm  houfes.  Several  urns  have 
been  turned  trp  by  the  plough.  One  was  found  ia  the  ioundatioa  of  the  pre- 
fentinaiif«« 
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Advantages  and  Dif advantages, — From  the  natural  fitua- 
tion  of  the  parifh — ihc  extent  of  fea  coaft,  upon  which  there 
is  plenty  of  fleach  and  fome  fea  weed,  with  the  bays  and  har- 
bours formerly  mentioned,  it  muft  poffefs  many  advantages* 
No  farmer  in  the  parifh  is  above  two- miles  diftant  from  the 
haibonr,  where  he  can  fliip  the  produce  of  his  farm,  and  re- 
ceive the  highell  prices  given  in  the  country.  The  want  of 
fuel  is  the  only  difadvantage  under  which  this  parifli  labours. 
Coal  brought  from  Cumberland,  in  the  north  of  England,  is 
the  common  fuel,  which,  to  the  farmer,  and  more  particularly 
to  the  labourer  and  the  indigent,  is  a  very  grievous  expence* 
This,  however,  in  fome  meafure  has  been  leflened,  by  the 
the  late  repeal  of  the  duty  upon  coal  carried  coaft-ways,  for 
which  this  parifli,  in  particular,  is  much  indebted  to  the 
the  right  honourable  Henry  Dundas. 

CharaBer  of  the  Inhabitants. — A  considerable  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  different  ranks  and  conditions  of  life^  arc 
induftrious,  fober,  adive,  and  charitable.  In  their  religious 
feotiments,  they  are  rational  and  liberal,  and,  in  their  political 
opinions,  they  are  manly  and  loyal.  As  a  proof  of  their 
loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  arid  their  attachment  to  the  prefent 
form  of  government,  they  have  already  fubfcribed  10  1.  to 
be  applied  in  furnilhing  with  (hoes,  made  in  the  pariih,  their 
brave  and  gallant  countrymen  now  on  the  continent,  **  fup- 
"  porting  order,  regular  government,  true  liberty  and  rcli- 
"  gion."  It  is  expe£):ed  that  a  very  liberal  fubfcription  will 
foon  appear. 
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NUMBER    IX- 


PARISH   OF  St.  FERGUS, 


(County  of  Banff,  Stnod  of  Aberdeen,  andPrbsbytert 
OF  DeerO 


By  tbe  Rev.  Mr  John  Graigie,  Minister. 


-L^ 


Ndme^  Situation^  and  Extent. 

HIS  parilb  was  anciently  named  Inverugie^  and  often 

Longleyj  the  church  being  fituated  not  far  from  the  old  pbcc 

of  Inverugie,  on  tbofe  pleafanc  and  extenfive  downs  called 

tie  Link  of  SuFergus.      The  church  was  removed  from  this 

(ite  anw  1616,  when  the  church  and  pariOi  aflumed  the 

name  of  its  patron  faint,  to  whom  the  17th  of  November^ 

according  to  the  Scotch  callendar,  was  facred.     This  pari(h| 

though  it  belongs  to  the  county  of  Banff^  is  fituated  in  that 

diftrift  of  Aberdeen^  called  Buchan.  •    The  coaft  is  wafticd 

on 

*  The  male  line  of  the  old  Eailt  of  Bucbam,  to  whom  this  countrf  ori* 
ginally  belonged,  faiUng  in  the  perfon  of  Fkrgui,  the  lafl  Earl  of  the  ancient 
ffacc»  hit  only  daughter  married  William.  Cdmimc  of  the  family  of  Bado- 

noch» 
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on  the  Eaft  by  the  German  Ocean,  and  on  the  South,  by 
the  fmall  river  of  t^V,  which  feparates  it  from  the  parifli  of 
Peterhead :  Tl>c  extent  is  as  under ; 

Acrex* 

poch,  who  io  ber  right  became  £arl  of  Buchaq,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
13th  Centuiy.  The  parifii  of  St  Fergus,  and  fome  other  fmall  eftates,  feem  to 
have  been  given  off  by  the  ancient  Earls,  but  there  ftiJl  remained  iy  im* 
menfe  eftate,  Gtuated  in  Banff  and  Aberdeen  f|)ires,  to  whicU  William  Cosp^ 
ine  fucceeded  by  his  marriage. 

The  Cumines  continue^  to  enjoy  their  Ta(L  fortune  until  xht  year  ljo^« 
This  name,  then  one  of  the  mofl  powerful  in  Scotland,  violently  pppofed  the 
fuccclfioD  of  King  RoBaar  Eauct  to  the  Crown,  but  were  completely  ov«r. 
thrown  by  him  at  Inverury.  The  king,  according  to  Fordun,  purfued  the 
Cuminci  as  far  as  Fyvie,  where,  having  difperfed  them,  he  encamped  for 
for  fome  time,' until  the  parties  which  he  fent  out  had  burnt  the  Earl  of  Bu- 
chan*s  eftate.  In  the  Parliament  holden  at  Perth,  tf/mv  1320,  the  King  di- 
vided  the  EarFs  lands  among  his  own  friends.  To  the  family  of  Douglas 
he  gave  the  greateft  part  of  the  pariflies  of  Crimond  and  Loogmay,  and  a 
part  of  the  pariflies  of  Tyrie  and  Abcrdour.  This  appears  from  a  charter, 
which  AacBiBALD  the  loth  Lord  Douglas  obtained  trom  King  Robert^ 
**  DUeifo  it  fdeli  mojlr;  AftCUlBALOO  OB  Dou G L A8,  ^ro  tomagh  et- fervitio 
«  yie"  of  the  lands  of  Rothfay,  Crimond  and  Cairnglafs,  Slc.  in  BuchaiL 
Upon  the  family  of  Crawford  he  bcftowcd  the  barony  of  Kelly,  coni- 
prehending  part  of  the  pariflies  of  Tarvcs,  Ncw-Deer,  Old-Dccr  and  Long, 
fide.  Thefc  lands  reverted  to  the  Crown  by  the  forfeiture  of  .Alezanokr 
Earl  of  Crawv oRD,  and  a  confiderable  part  cf  them  was  befl&wcd  by  King 
Jamcs  H.  on  James  Cordon  of  Mcthlic,  Anceflor  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
{Cbarta  in  fuh.  archlv.)  King  Robert  gave  to  the  family  of  Errol  the 
pari&es  of  Cruden,  Slaiii«,  and  part  of  the  pariflies  of  Logie,  Ellon,  and 
Udncy.  To  the  Marisc a  al  family  he  gave  the  parifli  of  Peterhead,  part  of 
l4>ng(ide  and  Old-Deer,  the  lands  of  Auchines  in  the  parifli  of  Ratheo,  Pit* 
tendriim  in  Pitfligo  parifli,  and  Troup,  in  the  parifli  of  Gamrie.  Jobk 
Oust  INK,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Buchan  of  that  name,  had,  before  his  forfeiture 
and  out-lawry  by  King  Robert,  given  the  barony  of  Philorth  in  portion 
with  hifl  daughter  Margaret^  who  was  married  to  Sir  John  Ross,  fccond 
iba  of  the  Eaxl  of  Ross,  who  difponcd  thele  lands  to  Hugh  Earl  of  KoU,  his 
brother,  by  a  charter,  dated  at  Invernefs  1316.  This  barony  was  then  of  great 
extent,  comprehending  the  pattfli  of  Frafersburgh,  mofl  part  of  Tyric,  Aber- 

donr. 
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Acres^ 

Arabic  ground        -  -        -  4439  31 

Links,  arable,  but  not  allowed  to  be  plowed,        435  50 

Mo&  -  -  -  795  5  a 

&f7  and  Surfac<,''^T\it  foil  in  general  is  a  rich  clay,  and 
when  properly  cultivated  is  abundantly  fertile.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  parith  is  an  alternate  fucccflion  of  little  rifing 
grounds  and  valleys,  but  no  moor  or  barren  ground.  The 
piece  of  ground  called  the  Links  of  Sf.  Fergus^  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  mod  pleafant  plams  in  Scotlandj  extending  along 

the 

dour,  Pitfligo,  and  fUthcB,  (which  laft  coffiprchcnds  the  greateft  put 
of  Strichen  pvifli,)  together  with  fereral  lands  in  the  parifhet  of  Turriflf 
and  King* Edward.  Tbi%  together  with  the  whole  eilateof  Rols,  was  en- 
tailed by  William  £atl  of  Row,  on  hit  cldefl  daughter  Eupham,  who  was 
narricd  to  Sir  Waltik  LiiLia,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body ;  whom  failing, 
to  Janet  hisfecond  daughter,  who  was  married  to  Sir  Alexakoer  Fraskr 
of  Cowie,  anceftor  of  Lord  Salton.  By  this  marriage  Sir  ALaxANoaa. 
FftAsaa  got  this  barony,  a  conliderable  part  of  which  continues  to  be  the 
property  of  Lord  Salton. 

A  part  of  the  ancient  Carldom  of  Bucban  was  Gtuatcd  in  the  Thancdom 
of  Formartine,  which  is  that  di(lri<ft  of  Aberdecnfliire,  that  is  bounded  by  the 
river  Don  on  the  South,  and  the  Ythan  on  the  North.  This  pan  of  the 
Karl  of  Buchan*s  property  remained  with  the  Ciown,  until  Davio  II. 
gave  it  to  his  brother  in  law  William,  the  5th  Farl  of  Sucherland,  as 
appears  by  a  chapter  of  that  King,  dated  at  Dundee,  30th  July,  1366. 
7V/aai  ilhm  —  tbanagtl  mapri  dt  F9rmarilnet  cum  ptrtimcHtilniXy  Jactm, 
in  wcC'Comit§iu  de  Ahfrdun,  \^c.  Thereafter  the  Earl  dif|>ored  of  thefc  lands 
10  William,  eldeft  fon  of  William,  the  4th  Earl  of  Orkney,  as  appears  by 
an  iiiftrftmciit  produced  in  Parliament,  given  by  James  II.  DiUito  cvnfan* 
^u'me^fuOf  Cul'ielmo  dt  Sdn.io'ClarOfJii'io  l5*  L*rredi  appjt enti  tnmlth  Qrtadm  \^  C«- 
HamU,  of  the  land  and  barony  of  Newburgh,  and  fevcral  others  in  Aberdcen- 
(hirc,  together  with  the  falmbn  fifliin^  on  Ythan,  1 6th  March  1459,  {.^'^orJi 
vj  Pjrlhment)  This  WiLLiAM  was  progenitor  oi'  Lord  Sihclais,  whole 
f  jimily  enjoyed  thefe  lands  for  aoo  years,  and  then  difp ofcd  of  them  to  Uday 
cf  that  ilk,  Turin  of  Foveran,  and  others. 
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iLe  coad  foreral  miles^  but  of  unequal  breadth.  It  produced 
abundance  of  (hort  fweet  grafs,  white  clover,  wild  thymCf 
2nd  other  herbs,  which  are  thought  to  contribute  nouch  to 
that  delicacy  and  fine  flavour,  for  which  the  mutton  fed  u- 
pon  them  is  r^^markablc-  Between  the  links  and  the  fe:t 
there  Is  a  range  of  little  hills,  moftly  clay,  all  covered  with 
bent,  which»  as  it  is  carefully  preferred,  is  ftill  encreaCng^ 
and  proves  an  excellent  defence  againft  the  blowing  of  the 
fand,  which,  on  a  low  Ihore,  without  fuch  a  barrier,  would 
do  very  material  damage  to  the  pafture  ground  of  the  links| 
and  alfo  to  tlie  adjacent  fields. 

Zea  Coqftj  Mifteralsj  isfc.-^T)\t  (hofre  in  the  patilh  o^St: 
Fergus  forms  two  fegments  of'  a  circle  ;  the  one,  beginning 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ugie,  terminates  at  die  Scotftown  Craig^ 
and  the  other  reaches  from  this  Craig  to  Rattray-head,  the 
property  of  Mr  Harvey  of  Biroadland.  The  rocks  both  at 
Rattray  and  Scotftown  afford  pleilty  of  Kme^ftonei  which  at 
low  water  is  eafily  quarried.  At  Scotftown  as  well  as  at  Craig^ 
Ewani  hard  by  ^e  moutli  of  the  Ugie,  there  is  abundance 
of  excellent  gtanitc ;  and,  all  along  the  coaft,  an  iiieihaufti* 
h!c  quantity  of  fcclls,  which  are  now  ufed  as  manur^ 
viith  great  advantage.  From  thefe  two  tocks  of  Craig« 
Ewan  and  Scotftown,  a  very  trifling  quantity  of  kelp  is  made 
tvcry  fecond  year. 

Tlfiery^  Prcprietor^  \  life. — All  kinds  of  jSfli,  found  on  the  E; 

rraft  of  Scotland,  are  caught  here  in  great  abundance,  fuch 

Vol.  XV.  S  ^ 

\  The  pi'^priefcor,  upwards  of  do  years  ago,  attempted  tb  eftablliii  i  fiOi- 
iag  cdwii  in  tSiia  parifh ;  aii4  if  there  were  a  fteptt  laodio^  place  f^  the 
hoatt,  it  wpdM  W  an  «KeUett  ftatiim  for  fiAen,  hiSh^  fo  neat  to  Rattraf^ 
iMadf  which  fail  loBg  bceii  tfteefsed  the  my  bcfi  fibSnf  frotm4  ftr  to4s&A 


138  Statf/tical  Account 

as  ling,  flcatc,  flounders,  cod,  haddocks,  crabs,  lobfters,  Sec- 
Mr  Ferguson  of  Pitfour,  the  folc  proprietor  of  this  parifli^ 
has  the  falmon  (ifhinp;  in  the  Ugic,  for  which  he  receives 
icol.  Sterling  yearlyrent  from  Meflrs  Arbutlinot  in  Peterhead. 
The  quantity  of  falmon  taken  here  in  a  feafon,  has  'fome- 
times  exceeded  raoo  barrels  ;  but  in  one  feafon,  they  only  a- 
mounted  to  14  barrels  and  a  half.  It  very  often  happens,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  river  i:>  almoft  (hut  up,  by  large  quantities 
of  fea  weeds,  fo  that  the  falmon  cannot  enter  it ;  and  this  ob- 
ftacle  generally  remains  until  the  fea  weeds  are  carried  off  by 
a  land  flood. 

Light' Houfi  and  Canal propofed, — It  is  the  opinion  of  (hip-* 
niafters,  who  fail  along  this  coa(l»  that  a  light-houfe  on  Rat" 
tray-headis  highly  neceifary.  Within  the  laft  twenty years^ 
feveral  veflels  with  their  cargoes  have  been  daflied  to  pieces 
on  the  rocks  of  Rattray  and  Scot-down,  which  would  have 
been  faved,  had  there  been  a  light-houfe  at  Rattray-head.  A 
canal  might  alfo  be  made  at  a  fmall  expence,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Ugie,  along  the  fonth  fide  of  this  parifli,  and  might 
be  extended  to  the  dlftance  of  feveral  miles  through  th« 
country  wcftward. 

jigriculiure.  f  — No  fown  grafs  or  green  crops  were  pro- 
duced here,  until  the  proprietor,  and  fome  other  gentlemen, 

formed 

f  About  IS  y^ars  ago,  1  moit  exfcrable  mode  of  farmiDg  was  praAITcd 
in  this  parilh..  Fouri  and  often  fix  horfcs  dragged  after  them  the  old  Scotch 
ploughs.  As  tkcre  were  at  that  time  but  few  black  cattle  or  Iheep,  the  ooly 
manure  %%as  the  dung  of  the  horfes  excepting  that  a  few  farmers  in  the  S.  £. 
part  of  thepatilh,  laid  fea* weed  on  their  grounds;  the  firik  crop  after  the 
dung,  or  ica-weed,  was  bear,  which  was  fucceeded  by  two  crops  of  oats^  and 
a  crop  of  beans  or  pcafc,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  crop  of  bear,  fometimes 
wichout  fca-wecd  or  dung.  This  was  the  manner  of  treating  the  in«field. 
The  Qta-feld^  that  it  the  ground  which  had  never  any  manure  laid  upon  it, 

carried 
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formed  a  fociety  for  encouraging  agrtcalture,  and  gave  pre- 
miums for  fallow,  fown  grafs,  and  turnips.  By  this  encourage-* 
ment,  and  by  obfervuig  the  gr^at  advantage  that  accrued  £rom 
early  grafs,  hay,  and  green  crops,  the  farmers  were  induced  to 
fallovtr,  fow  turnips»  and  lay  down  their  fields  in  grafs;  and  at 
prefent>  fome  of  them  have  generally  one  third  of  their  farm 
in  gT<»  fs,  and  a  very  confiderable  number  of  cattle  are  every  ycaf 
fed  on  turnips*  Although  improvements  in  agriculture  have 
made  but  little  progrefs,  as  yet,  in  this  pariihi  it  is  a  curious^ 
fad,  that  until  the  greatcft  part  of  the  leafes  were  expired, 
there  was  nothing  done  in  that  way.  Tills  is  chiefly  owing 
to  a  well-placed  confidence  in  the  proprietor,  who  has  never 
yet  cjefted  a  tenant,  although  many  of  them  have  had  np 
leafes  for  upwards  of  ao  years.  Many  offers  of  an  increafe 
of  rent  have  been  made  for  every  farm,  as  foon  as  the  leafe 
expired  4  but  the  poficflbrs,  or  their  heirs,  if  they  inclined  to 
remain,  have  heen  allowed  to  continue  in  their  farms,  and 
no  rife  of  rent  has  been  exa£^ed*  The  proprietor,  wifely  judg- 
ing tliat  improvement  (hguld  precede  a  rife  of  rent,  has  been 
at  great  pains  to  lead  them  to  better  management ;  and  al- 
dK>ugb  the  encouragement  gi^en  has  not  had  all  the  efie£t 

that 

carried  oatt  for  three  or  foar  years.  The  fourth  year,  the  return  fcldom 
doubled  the  quantity  of  feed  that  had  been  fowo.  The  fifth  year,  they  fallow, 
ed  the  OQt-ficld,but  gate  no  man  are  of  any  kind ;  and  the  iizth  year  they  had 
%  tolerable  crop  of  oati.  The  ground  was  then  allowed  to  reft  for  fome 
years,  and  it  was  fddom  before  the  4th  year,  that  it  got  a  green  fmface.  It 
no  feoner  had  this  appearance,  than  it  got  one  plowing  in  winter,  and  was 
fuffered  to  remain  in  that  ftate  for  a  year,  and  then  had  a  fecond  plowing, 
and  was  fown  with  oats.  If  there  was  any  part  of  the  fielJ,  that  lud  not 
undergone  the  firil  plowing,  the  forfscc  was  dug  up  with  the  fpade,  and 
therewith  dykes  were  made  of  2  or  3  feet  in  height,  which  having  been  ex- 
pofcd  to  the  winter  froft  and  rain,  were  in  fpring  pulled  down  and  fpread 
vym  the  ground,  from  which  the  furface  had  been  taken.  This  ground  was 
thn:  plcwed,  and  fcliom  failed  to  prcduce  one -good  crop  of  oats. 
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Ibat  mig^t  have  been  expelled,  die  mode  of  fanning  it  mAcb 
changed*  Inftead  of  6  horfes  in  a  pkn^h^  they  nerer  ufe 
mote  than  4,  and  n^any  ufe  only  2^  without  a  driTer-  Some 
plow  with  6  oxen,  (bme  with  4,  and  fome  with  2 ;  but  the 
horfes  and  oxen  are  of  a  much  larger  fize  than  formerly,  and 
the  Berwick<»{hire  plough  i$  now  generally  ufed* 

Predu(€t  ^afonSf  fcc^-rThe  crops  tiow  raifed  are  oat$t 
weighing  from  14  to  16  (tone,  Amfterdam  weight ;  bear  from 
17  to  19  done  \  beans,  peafe,  turnips,  potatoes,  and  a  little 
Pax*  The  feafon  of  fowing  is  froni  the  latter  end  of  March 
to  the  beginning  of  June  ;  and  the  harveft  commonly  begins 
after  the  middle  of  Septemberi  and  is  finithed  about  thf  end 
jrf  OAober*  The  rotation  of  crops,  followed  by  the  beft  far- 
mers, is  turnips  or  fallow,  bear  laid  dowa  with  grafs  feedsji 
and  after  3  or  4  years  in  grafs,  two  crops  of  oats  are 
taken.  If,  aftsr  this,  the  ground  is  clean,  beans  arc  fown,  but 
if  otherwife,  turnips  or  potatoes,  and  then  bear  and  grafs  feeds. 
Wheat  has  been  negle^^ed,  although  it  is  well  adapted  to  the 
foil  *,  but  as  the  heritor  has  kept  fome  gopd  farms  in  his  own 
})and,  (when  the  tenanu  have  died,  or  removed  of  their  OMm 
accord,)  to  accommodate  farmers  from  thofc  countries  where 
wheat  is  cultivated,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  this  grain  will  in 
a  few  years  make  a  principal  part  of  the  crop  of  this  parifh. 
The  greatcft  part  of  the  foiniere  being  a  itrong  clay,  and 
tU  of  it  on  a  rich  clay  bottom,  it  is  clear,  that  the  carfe 
mode  of  plowing  and  cropping  would  fucceed  well  here. 
When  this  mode  is  introduced,  the  true  value  of  this  foil 
^illbe  known. 

Farm  Rents  and  lapr^venunfs.^^Tht  tenants  being  nu- 
merous, the  rents  are  various.  Some  pay  90 1.  in  money  and 
grain  j  and  fome  2I.  or  perhaps  even  Icfs.    Every  man  who  has 
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a  liorfe  has  alfo  a  cart.  Some  ufe  no  faorfes,  but  do  all  kinds  of 
fann  work  with  oxen.  One  farmer,  James  Clarkb  in  Ne- 
ther-hill, ufes  oxen  for  his  threflung  machine,  which  is  the 
only  thing  of  the  kind,  that  has  as  yet  been  introduced  in  this 
pit  of  the  country.  It  is  to  this  induftrious  honeft  nian»  that 
we  are  indebted  for  introducing  the  (belt  fand  as  a  manure, 
which  now  turns  out  tcf  fo  great  account,  that  many  acres, 
which  would  not  formerly  have  produced  double  the  quanti-- 
ty  of  the  feed,  now  produce  weighty  crops  both  of  grain  and 
hay. 

Exporfs. — ^This  parifli  always  produces  more  grain  than 
is  fa£5cicnt  for  the  fupport  of  its  inhabitants  j  and  even  in 
the  year  1782,  had  the  produce  been  kept  within  the  parifh, 
there  would  have  been  no  need  of  any  foreign  fupply.  About 
1600  bolls  of  grain  are  exported  annually  ^  butter  and 
cheefe  to  the  value  of  600 1.  Sterling  ;  fat  cattle,  horfes^ 
and  (heep,  to  a  confiderable  amount  \  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
bay  and  potatoes* 

Population. — ^The  population  of  this  pari(h  is  fomewhat 
lefs  than  it  was  40  years  ago.  The  following  table  (hows 
the  decreafe,  as  ^ell  ^s  the  ages,  profeQions,  &c.  of  the  in-* 

habitants. 

» 

Statistical  Table  of  the  parish  of  St  Fergus. 

Ko.  of  fouli  in  1755,  as  recuroed  co  Dr 

•  Webfter,  x%fl 

JWttoini775,  -  -  1154    DecreaCe,  17 

Pittomi793,  -  -  1240     Ditto  14 

Total  deaaeafe  witl^n  40  years,  31 

AoKt,  SiZKSi  BiATHf,  &c  No.  of  pcrfoDs bctweco  50  apd  70, 27% 

Ko  of  perfoiu  under  XO  yean  of  .   '       Ag^d  70  a^id  up  wards,      %%i 

age,  -  -  X08    No.  of  male*,  •  559 

Between  10  and  ao  130    Females,  -  681 


•  ao  and  50         409 


Majority  of  fomalet,  i  %% 

No. 
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J^innl  atcrage  (»f  births  f ,  for  7 

yevs  preceding  Odober  1 79},    1% 
Ditto  of  marriages,  8 

Ditto  of  deaths,  -  iz 

C«N»iT)0>Ns  PRoriBiioiri,  &c. 


No.  of  proprietor, 

ZSI 

^— ^-.  Weaken,             - 

43 

1% 

H  Wrighu  and  Coopen, 

Tailor*, 

.  Mafons, 

MiUert, 

Sre^ K,  Rkmts,  *c. 

1^0.  of  Horlcs, 

»fe 

Black  Cattle, 

785 

— —  Sheep, 

908 

Mill*. 

3 

r Ploughi» 

?? 

Valued  rent  in  Scotdi  ino- 
qej,  •  I^  jooo  o  o 

WACtS  f 

A  man  fervant,  per  annum,  when 

maintained},  from  L.  6  to  L.  8  o  o 
A  woman  ditto  from  !•.  3«  to  4  o  o 
A  reaper  in  harrcQ,  with  main* 

tain^nce  -  ^  5  ^ 

Ditto  when  hired  per  day,  lod  or  i  o 
A  female  ditto,  per  feafon,  zoo 
Ditto  per  day,  from  €d  to  008 

A  wright  per  day,  maintained, 

from  8d  to  o  i  o 

A  tailor,  ditto  006 

A  mafon,  without  maiotainanee» 

from  IS.  8d.  to  o  1 1» 

A  day  labourer  with  meat  006 
Ditto  without  it,  yd  or  00  to 

Rbliaiovs  PK&soAnoNa. 
Meqsbera   qf    the  Eftabliihed 

Church,  -  1145 

Antiburf^her  Seceders,  25 

Scotch  EpifcopaCanai  •  70 


ManufaHurcrs^ — The  bleach-ficld  at  Invqrugici  belongin|r 
to  McflVs  Forbes,  Scott,  and  Co.  employs  a  good  many 
hands.    Thtre  Is  every  apparatus  for  bleaching  thread  ;  and 

the 


f  Aluxamder  ANDia son,  miller  at  Invemgic,  aged  ro^has  40  grand- 
children, all  under  20  years  of  age. 

§  The  prices  of  provifions  ate  the  iame  here  at  at  Peterhead. 

I  W^cn  the  man  fcnrant  Kvc*  out  of  the  family,  he  h?$,  befides  the  above 
wages,  6  bolls  and  a  half  of  meal,  at  8  ftonc  per  boU  Amftcrdam  weight,  an^ 
1  boll  ten  pecks  of  malt,  AhcrJccn-fliirc  mcafurc  with  vrgetablea. 
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Ae  value  of  the  thread  whitened  here  annually,  is  about 
5000 1.  Sterling.— A  confiderable  quantity  of  linen  yarn  is 
fpun  in  this  parilh,  by  which  a  woman  can  cam  about  4d. 
per  day. — The  weavers  here  are  kept  in  employment  by 
working  for  Mtffrs  Kilgours,  wopIlen-manufa£lurcrs  at  KJn- 
fnundy,  in  the  parifli  of  Longfide,  and  Alexander  Dalgarno 
and  Co.  Peterhead.  The  beer  and  porter  brewery  at  Inveni- 
gie  is  carried  on  by  Mr  Seller  with  fuccefs  •,  and  a  diftillcry 
of  whiflcy,  by  William  Lillie,  and  Co.  at  the  fame  place, 
turns  to  good  acount. 

toifcafes, — The  fmall-pojc  carried  off  great  numbers  for-^ 
rocrly  ;  but  as  inoculation  is  now  become  general,  this  difeafe 
is  Icfs  fatal.  The  fcurvy,  with  which  many  people  here 
were  affefled,  is  hot  fo  general,  owing  perhaps  to  the  more 
liberal  ufe  of  vegetables.  Fevers,  and  often  confuraptions, 
prove  fatal  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  pariflies ;  but  the 
mod  terrible  difeafe^  that  has  been  known  in  this  part  of  the 
country  for  a  century,  is  the  putrid  fore  throat,  which  was 
not  known  here  before  December  1790.  The  number  of 
deaths  were  more  than  double  that  year,  owing  to  ravages 
made  by  this  difeafe* 

Language  and  EtymolGgies. — The  dialed!  called  broad  Bu- 
chans  is  fpoken  here*  It  is  thoiight  to  approach  nearer  to 
the  ancient  Gothic^  than  the  language  of  any  other  diftrifl  in 
Scotland.  As  the  Pi£b  were  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the 
£aft  coail  of  Scotland,  they  impofed  names  on  the  different 
places,  ezpreiBve,  (in  their  language,)  of  their  (ituation  ot 
fome  particular  property.  It  is  not  eafy  to  afljgn  any  good 
reafon,  for  attempting  to  derive  tlie  names  of  places  in  this 
country  from  the  Celtic^  as  there  is  no  evidence,  that  it  was 
inhabited  by  the  Celts.   The  names  of  all  the  places  in  this 

paiiih 
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panAi,  and  the  adjacent  country,  plainly  appear  to  be  Go- 
thic, Saxon,  or  Danilk  For  example,  South-ejfte^  MiddU-eJie^ 
and  t^orth-ejfte^  fignify  the  South,  Middle,  and  Nopih  paflurc, 
or  feeding  place>  from  the  Teutonic  EJjen^  to  feed.  Pitting 
heathy  compounded  of  the  Saxon  P/V,  and  Heathy  the  name 
of  a  well  known  fhrub.  Pitfour^  the  hollow  trench  ;  Pitjligc^ 
anciently  Pitjljgach^  the  flaughter  hollow.  CruJen^  was  cer- 
tainly a  part  of  the  ancient  Crnthenica^  or  Pi£lifli  kingdom, 
fo  called  ftom  Cruthen  the  firft  king  of  the  Pifls.  Deer^  the 
name  of  a  neighbouring  parifh,  fignifics  a  valley^  and  is  very 
cxprcflivc  of  the  Htuation  of  that  place.  Broadland^  the  land 
of  bread.  Cr/w5«^,  anciently  Creichmont^  the  low  or  little 
mount.    Lonmay^  anciently  Longmayy  the  long  green ,  &c; 

Woods. — At  prcfcnt  there  is  no  wood  in  the  parifli,  ex- 
cept a  few  old  planes  at  Inverugie.  %  The  proprietor  has 
paid  much  attention  to  the  raiGng  of  wood  on  his  other  edateSy 
particularly  in  the  parilhes  of  Deer  and  Longfide,  %here  he 
has  planted  940  Englifli  acres*  They  were  all  planted  with 
Scotch  firs^  which  fucceedcd  in  about  one  fourth  of  the  whole^ 
and  that  part  has  been  filled  up  with  barren  timber  of  dif- 
ferent kinds.  Where  the  Scotch  fits  have  failed,  the  lardi 
and  f[lruce  have  come  forward  ;  and  it  feems  probable,  that 

br 

I  There  is  dear  evidence,  that,  at  fome  former  period,  a  great  part  of 

thi&  pariQi  has  been  covered  with  wood,  chiefly  oak,  aller,  birch,  hascl,  and 
wiUow,  the  remains  of  all  which  arc  fonnd  in  the  molfci.  No  root«  ortrrcs 
koweirer,  of  the  Scotch  fir  have  been  found,  which  (hows  thst  this  kind  of 
wood  is  not  proper  for  thu  part  of  the  country.  It  would  appear  that  the 
tpoodi  in  tbia  covntry  had,  at  one  time  01  other,  been  deftroyedby  fire,  a^  the 
■arki  of  that  eleineot  are  viilble  on  many  of  the  roots  and  t^ces  that  arc  duf 
up  in  the  mofies.  Ic  may  not  be  an  improbable  conjeduic,  that  this  happen* 
ed  anno  1308,  when  King  Kob£rt  Bauce  defeated  Cvmine  Earl  of  Bpchan, 
near  InTemry.  Fordun,  t  after  narrating  tlus  defeat,  adds,  «  lomitaHm  /• 
BiuUm  igm$  trnfrnfU 
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^r  draining,  and  planting  larch  and  fprucc  firs  for  nurferies, 
other  trees  may  be  brought  up.  Many  drains  have  already 
been  made,  and  fcvcral  thoufands  of  larches  and  fpruces  have 
bten  planted,  and  the  fame  improvements  are  carrying  on 
through  the  whole. 

Roads  and  Bridge, — ^Thc  principal  roads,  through  this  pa- 
rifh,  are  thofe  leading  from  Peterhead  to  Fraferburgh  and 
Banff,  and  from  Peterhead  to  Old  Deer.  They  are  kept  in 
tolerable  repair  by  the  ftatute  labour,  but  will  never  be 
good  roads  until  turnpikes  are  eftablilhed.  It  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  any  man  will  work  a  day  on  the  roads,  when 
he  may  redeem  his  labour  for  3d.  If  ever  a  mail  coach  be 
eftablilhed,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  country  north  of 
Aberdeen,  the  courfe  muft  be  by  the  coaft  fide,  at  leaft  in 
winter,  as  the  other  road  by  Fyvie  is  often  impafTable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  depth  of  the  fnow  ;  and  the  certainty  of  paf- 
fengers,  from  the  towns  on  the  coaft,  efpecially  at  Peterhead, 
where  there  is  always  a  great  refort  of  company  for  the 
benefit  of  the  mineral  well,  will  make  the  road  by  the  coaft 
Hde  eligible  in  fummer.  The  only  bridge  in  this  parifti  is 
that  oref  theUgic,  on  the  road  from  Peterhead  to  Fraferburgh 
and  Banff.  It  confifts  of  two  arches.  This  bridge  was  built, 
in  confequence  of  an  a£l  of  Parliament  for  that  effcft,  in  the 
reign  of  James  tliq  VII.  of  Scotland,  and  II.  of  England.  * 

Ecdijiafilcal  State. — This  parifh  is  one  of  the- 3  2  the  tithes 

and  patronage  whereof  belonged  to  the  Abbey  of  Arbroath.  § 

Vol.  XV,  T  The 

•  J^eprinitd  AGs  of  Pari  JaMEB  VII.  Par.  I. 

5  The  roioi&cr  of  St.  Fergus  former!  jr  fupplied  the  charge  at  Fetterangui, 
If  prcachiog  there  every  tBird  fabbath,  until  i6i8,  when  Fetterangnt  waa 
gTgx;d  to  Deer.  Fctterangus,  as  well  as  St.  Fergus,  b  in  BanfTfliire ;  and  the 

reafon 
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The  family  of  Panmure  acquired  a  right  to  thofe  tithes  and 
patronage ;  but,  by  the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Panmure,  who 
unfortunately  engaged  in  the  rebellion  in  1 715,  the  patron- 
age fell  to  the  Crown.  The  (lipend  is  90 1,  including  one 
chalder  of  bear,  and  three  of  meal^  valued  at  S 1.  6  s.  8d.  prr 
chalder.  The  glebe  is  about  8  acres  of  good  land,.  The 
church  was  built  in  17^31  and  the  manfe  in  1766  ;  und  both 
are  in  good  repair.  There  is  no  diffcnting  mceting-houfc  in 
the  parifh. 

Schools, — ^The  fchool-houfe  was  built  anno  1785.  The 
falary  of  the  fchool-toafter  confifls  of  10  bolls  of  meal  paid 
by  the  parifliioncTS,  and  3  1.  9  s.  paid  by  heritors.  He  draves 
2  1.  from  the  kirk-feflion  as  their  clerk,  befides  what  he  re- 
ceives at  baptifms  and  marriages.  As  there  are  generally 
fome  private  fchools  in  the  parifh,  the  number  of  fcholar^ 
attending  the  parochial  fchool  feldom  es^ceeds  30.  Such  as 
are  taught  Latin  pay  2s.  6d,  arithmetic,  2  s,  reading  and  writ- 
ing, I  s.  6d,  and  reading  Englifli,  i  s.  per  qaarter. 

Poor — The  number  on  the  poor's  roll  in  the  parifti  is  30  5 
and  the  funds,  from  which  they  are  fupplied,  arifc  from  120  U 
at  intereft,  the  profits  of  a  herfe  for  burials,  which,  at  an  ave- 
rage, produces  3  \,per  annum  ;  feat-rents,  2l»  14s.  4d  ;  &c.  tJic 
weekly  coUeftions  24 1.  per  annum  j  amounting  in  all  to  35  K 
14s.  4d.  James  Ferguson,  Efq;  of  Pitfour,  the  folc  pro- 
prietor of  the  parifli,  gives  annually  a  liberal  donation  to  the 
poor,  by  which,  and  the  above  funds,  they  arc  fo  well  fup- 
plied, that  there  are  no  beggars  in  the  parifh- 

feafoQ  18  fai4  to  be,  that  the  Coetncs  of  Inverugie,  the  ancient  proprietors, 
who  were  heritable  Sheriffs  of  Banff,  obtained  an  z6t  of  the  Legiflature,  de« 
daring  their  own  lands  to  be  within  their  own  jurifdi&ion.  Se.  Fergus,  Fet  * 
terangas,  and  Strolacb,  in  New-Machar  parifli,  which  alfo  belonged  to  th^ 
pheynes,  pay  the  land  Ux  and  window  tax,  as  parts  of  Banff-fliire,  but  in  CTcry 
other  refped  are  fubjeft  to  the  jiirifdi&iofi  of  the  Sheriff  of  Aberdeen. 
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EmlniTtt  Men, — It  might  be  proper,  under  this  article,  to 

give  a  (hort  account  of  the  mod  eminent  family  in  Scotland, 

the  CuMiN£s>  who  were  Earls  of  Buchan,  *  and  cither  pro- 

T  2  prietors 

t  The  chief  of  thin  family  wat  Co  mine  Lord  Baoenoch,  of  whom  were 
t^Ltty^K^,  the  Earh  of  Bachan  and  Montelth,  and  31  knights  §.  This  fac- 
tor., with  the  Earls  of  Mark  and  Atholl,  with  whom  they  were  conneded 
by  laarria^a,  ruled  the  kingdom  as  they  pleafed,  during  fome  yfears  in  the 
litter  part  of  the  reign  of  Alexander  the  II.  and  during  the  firfi  part  of 
tSc  reig;n  of  Alezandeh  III. 

The  male  line  of  the  aotient  Earls  of  Buchan  failing  in  the  perfon  of 
TfEoas  \y  the  lafl  Earl  of  the  ancient  race,  hi3  daughter  Mae j oat  married 
WtLUAM  CoMiNE  of  thc  houfe  of  Badenoch,  who  in  his  right  became  Earl 
of  Buchan  about  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century.  His  pofterity  continued 
CO  enjoy  this  great  e(lat6  for  ICX3  years,  and  were  the  moft  powerful  fubjeds 
in  the  kingdom.  This  Earl  founded  the  abbey  of  Deer,  and  endowed  it  with 
a  cooiiirferable  revenue  In  lands  fituated  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  AnM 
izxS  He  was  conflituted  great  judiciary  of  Scotland  by  Albzanoer  11.  in 
isio ;  and  his  brother  Wa  ltek  was  by  the  fame  King  created  £arl  of  Mon- 
te ith,  he  having  married  the  heirefs  of  that  family,  by  whom  he  got  a  large 
dlate.  The  Cumines  being  now  fo  rich  and  powerful,  they  became  formi- 
dable, not  only  to  the  nobles,  but  even  to  the  King.  They  were  called  to 
aofwer  b^ore  the  King  and  Eftates,  anno  Zs55t  for  their  various  ads  of 
fvronrj,  •^rijtm^  wturdtr^  amJfacriUge,  and  not  appearing,  a  fentence  of  out- 
hwry  and  forfeitute  was  pronounced  againft  them ;  but  Government  was  too 
wrak  to  put  this  fentence  in  execution.  The  fadion,  greatly  irriuted  by  this 
frmeccc,  refolvcd  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  getting  the  king*s  perfon 
bto  their  power  |.  Walter,  Earl  of  Monteith,  was  the  principal  ador  in 
*hls  pk>t ;  and  having  along  with  him  William,  the  ad  Earl  of  Buchan  of 

the 

J  FoRDUJ*  and  Major. 

^  A  cbjrttr  oranted  Cy  Fergus  larl  ^BtJCBAN  t6  JoflN  the  fon  •/  UCH- 
■:KiD,ist9h/eenim  tht  Advocate t  Uhrary,  Fr^  the  ebarttr  it  appears  thai 
ffT?iuffad  exchanged  the  lundtyfttuated  beiivixt  CUbt  and  the  Bank  e/Bebilcb,  toitb 
Jdn/vr  tbe  landx  of  Stains  ;  and  John  toas  ohiiged  Ugive  attehdante  at  tf)t  tiurti 
Uld  by  tbe  Earl  bisfuperior  at  £i!on, 

}  FORfidN. 
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prietors  or  fupcnois  of  all  that  E.irlclom,  befides  many   con- 

Cderable  cftatcs  ia  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.      But  as    it 

^  would 

the  name  of  Cumin e,  the  Tjrl  of  Atuol,  Lord  Baoekoco,  the  Earl  of 
Mark,  and  others  of  their  adherents  they  entered  the  royal  apartmesta 
at  Kinrofs,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  aSth  of  0€tohtt  lik$S>  ^^^  made  the 
king  a  prifoner  before  he  wa<  awake,  and  carried  him  to  Stirling.  They 
then  difmifled  his  Majt:(ly*<i  fervantii,  and  filled  all  places  of  truft  with  their 
own  adherents.  So  great  was  their  power,  that  the  king,  after  he  had  rccoT- 
ered  hii  liberty,  thought  it  prudent  to  give  them  a  full  pardon. 

ALrxANDFB,  the  3d  Earl  of  Buchan,  of  the  name  of  Cumine,  was 
Jufticiary  and  Lord  high  ConQablc  of  Scotland,  and  was  appointed  one  of  the 
fix  governors  of  the  kingdom,  after  the  death  of  King  Albzandcr  III.  He 
founded  an  hofpital  at  Turriff,  anno  1271,  for  twelve  poor  huibandmen,  and 
another  at  Ncwbur^h,  both  in  Aberdeenfliire.  John,  the  4th  Earl  of  Buchan, 
conftable  of  Scotland,  was  one  of  the  arbiters  chofcn  on  the  part  of  Joum 
Baliol,  in  the  competition  for  the  Crown  between  him  and  RoBtar  Baccc. 
At  this  time,  Jouk  Cl'Mink,  Lord  Badenocb,  commonly  called  the  BiacA 
Cyiffinff  claimed  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  as  being  defcended  of  H»ZAtii.DA, 
daughter  and  hcirefs  of  Gotheric,  Ton  and  heir  of  Donald  king  of  Scotiaad. 
It  is  well  known  how  this  affair  was  determined  by  £owari>  I.  of  England. 
To  the  Black  Cumine  fucceedcd  his  fon  John  Cumini,  Lord  of  Badeooch, 
commonly  called  the  Hid  Cumine.  Scotland  had  now  for  a  coniidefable  time 
groaned  under  the  yoke  of  £ngli&  fervitudc  :  Baliol  had  meanly  given  up 
his  pretended  right  to  the  Crown  to  Edward  ;  and  Bruce  had  fecrctly  tnti* 
mated  to  his  friends  hi*  intention  of  ailerting  his  title  to  the  royal  dignity. 
Ci7MiNE,evcr  mindful  of  his  own  tntereft,  made  a  folemn  engagement  with 
Robert,  to  aid  him  with  all  ki»  power  in  mounting  the  throne,  provided  he 
ihould  be  rcftorcd  to  the  large  poffcflions  which  his  family  had  fonnerly  eujoy* 
ed  ;  but,  after  deliberating  upon  the  affair*  he  began  to  doubt  the  event  :  if 
the  attempt  failed  he  was  undone  ;  and  he  did  not  know  how  to  retrad  :  Hia 
own  black  heart  fuggefted  the  deteftabic  remedy  :  His  hopea  of  great  rewards 
from  England  induced  him  to  divulge  the  whole  fchcme  of  the  Scottifn 
patriots  to  Edward  ;  and  Bk  vce,  finding  that  he  was  betrayed,  with  difficult y- 
cfcaped  to  Scotland,  where,  difcovering  clear  proof  of  the  villany  of  CuMtNc, 
he  purfucd  him  to  the  church  of  Dumfries,  whither,  from  confcious  guilt,  he 
had  fled  for  refuge,  and  puniflicd  him  as  his  crime  defeived,  on  the  tenth 
of  February  1306.  Having  no  ifiue,  he  was  the  lad  Lord  Badenoch,  of 
the  name  of  CuuiNi.    The  flaughtcr  of  the  Red  Cumlnthy  B&ucs  tafpir- 

ed 
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would  greatly  exceed  the  limits  of  a  ftatiftical  account  to 
notice,  even  briefly,  the  many  illuftrious  charafters  in  this 

great 

cd  the  whole  clan  with  a  dcfife  to  revcage  his  death.  They  continued  via- 
L*ntly«to  oppofe  BaucE  ;  but,  by  defeating  the  Earl  of  Cuchan  at  Inverurie, 
an'.9  1308,  he  put  aa  end  to  the  greacnefs  of  this  too  powerful  family.  Brock 
porfued  the  Cumincs  to  Fyvie,  where  they  were  entirely  difperfcd.  He  en- 
camped thore,  until  the  retunt  of  the  parties  which  he  had  fent  out  to  burn 
the  Earl  of  Bccuan's  cflate  :  The  Earl  was  then  foi feitcd  and  out-liwcd.^. 
At  what  particular  period  the  Cuetncis  became  proprietors  of  ihispariih, 
U not  ceruioly  known;  but  it  would  appear,  that  they  were  in  pofleilion  of 
tiiis  eftate  before  the  Cumtnes  fucceeded  to  the  Earldom  of  Bucban.  Sir 
REGittoto  CucTNB  of  InveTugic  was  the  founder  of  the  Carmelite^  hoafe  in 
Abeideca;  and,  befide*  other  revenues,  beftowcd  upon  it  40s.  f  yearly  out  of 
his  lands  of  Blackwater,  in  this  parifh.  He  had,  by  his  wife,  a  daughter  of 
Cumine,  Lord  Badenodi,  two  fons ;  Sir  Reginald,  who,  in  Z267,  was  prc« 
moted  to  the  office  of  Lord  Chamberlain  of  Scotland!  ;  Hekrt  Cueyn  e,  the 
ChamberlainV  brother,  was  eleded  Bilhop  of  Aberdeen,  antie  1 18 1.  He  wai 
one  of  thofe  who  fworeiealty  to  Edward,  ammo  1296.  As  he  was  neatly  re- 
lated to  the  CuMiMss,  he  adhered  to  that  party,  and  wasoUiged  to  leave 
this  country,  and  take  refuge  in  England ,  where  he  remained  in  exile  nntil 
King  RoaeaT  was  pleafed  to  recal  him.  H(f  was  fo  happy  in  being  allowed 
to  refume  his  fundions,  that  he  applied  all  the  revenues  of  the  lee,  which, 
during  h|s  abfcnce,  had  increafed  to  a  very  conGde*able  fum,  in  building  the 
bridge  over  the  Don  at  Aberdeen.  This  bridge  conHfts  of  one  Gothic  arch, 
7 1  feet  wide  at  the  water,  and  the  height,  from  the  water  to  the  top  of  \.h& 
arch,  is  60  feet.     He  died  anno  1329,  laving  been  bilhop  of  Aberdf^cn  48' 

years. 

\  A  Jtlvtr  Jealj  ufcihy  this  £url  in  Itisfatler^s  lifetime^  tuat  lattly  fuutid  at 
tf-e  mtMofiery  of  Tunglaai  in  CaHutjuay.  It  bears  a  Jhield  embattlid  at  top,  and 
i'jnUudng  tbrft  garbt  or  tubeat Jbta'pes  :  *tbe  Lrgend^  <S.  Jouis  CoMiN,  FeL  Com,  de 
BoeioM.  An  ioiprejfton  0/  tbitfeal  ^as/tat  to  that  mojl  ingenious  antiquary  Captaid 
HiKat  HuiTON  of  the  Boyal  Regiment  of  AriilUry^  vbo  it  is  bopsJ  iviil  J:^ 
favdr  tU  Public  Vfitb  bit  valuabU  tolUSiicn  of  Antiquities* 

'  f  Writes  »f  Kings  CoHege, 
I  Ford/u,  W.  2  j».  I06*  and  Lives  of  OJuers  »f  State* 
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great  family  ;  and,  as,  indeed^  fuch  difqnintions  belong  more 
properly  to  the  department  of  the  hijiorian  or  bi$grapherj  than 

to 

years.  The  dircft  male  line  of  the  Chetmes  ^  of  Inrerugie  failed  in  the 
reign  of  David,  II.  and  the  parifti  of  St  Fergui,  with  the  other  eftates  bdong- 
ing  to  the  family,  fell  to  two  hcircdcs,  |  the  tided  of  whom.  Ma  moth  a 
CaKVNE,  married  John  Keith  of  Ravenfcraig,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Edwakd 
Kbith,  great  Marifchal  of  .Scotland,  who  in  htr  right  became  proprietor  of 
this  parifh  about  the  year  1360.  The  dirc^  male  line  of  John  KcfTB  fail- 
ed  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  William  Keith  of  InTerugie,  who  fell  in  the  battle 
of  Flowden.  He  left  two  daughterly  the,  eldeft  of  whom  wa»  married  to 
William  the  4th  Earl  Marifchal,  fometime  before  1 5  38.  By  this  marriage 
Karl  Mari^iChal  became  proprietor  of  St  Feigas.  He  was  pcflciled  of  one 
of  the  greateil  land  eftates  at  that  time  in  Scotland.     In  the  years  I530,  ami 

\  thtparifi  of  St  Fergus  made  But  afmaU  part  of  the  ^ntperty  of  thu  ameient 
fcmily,  Nijhetfays^  { Heraldry^  ^.  I.^.  13'-"^  that  be  fno  a  charter  granted  hj 
Reynold  Cbeyne^fon  of  ReynM  tvbo  tuas  tie  fon  of  Reynold^  of  the  lands  of  Dury. 
King  Robert  Bruce  gives  the  lands  of  Dalmeny,  vftieh  formerly  belonged  tw 
Roger  MouBRAT,  f«  Reginald  Cuetne,  as  tb^st  king*s  charter  bears  in  tba 
Earl  of  Haddington* s  cotleSions .  RBGiNALDCHErNE  gives  the  lands  of  Ardlagie^ 
in  the  pari^  of  Fyvte,  for  fupporting  a  thaplain  in  the  priory  of  Fyvie^  v/bicb  %uaa 
fk  bordinate  to  the  abbey  o/'Arbroaih.       f  Chut  t.  of  JirLroath .  J 

from  Ch£TNE  of  Imvemgie fitter e  deftend d  the  Cbeynes  of  FJrlmont^  Arnag^^ 
Pitfehie^  and  Straloeb^  all  tvbitb  are  now  extin3, 

Chrisitan  CuEYNK,  a  daughter  of  StraUcb^  xtfas  married  to  Sir  AlexandeK 
StTON  of  that  iUf  v/bo  bravely  defended  the  toxvn  of  Berivick  a^ainf  King  £</. 
vtard  and  the  xubole  Englljb  army,  anno  I333.  Edzvard  having  fnmmoned  /Sc 
tonin  to  far  render  ^  threatened^  in  cafe  of  refufal^  to  put  ta  death  Sir  Alexander's 
tvoo  fons^  then  in  bis  bands  ^  the  one  as  an  bo/lage,  and  the  other  as  aprifoner\  but  mo^ 
thing  eould  prevail  with  the  Lrove  Sir  Alexander  to  give  up  the  tojvn  as  long  as  it 
xoas  pofjible  to  dtfnd  it.  The  perjidiom  Edf»ard^  tberenpon,  moji  barharwfy  rarr- 
cated  the  tvoo  young  men  ^  William  and  Thomas  SeTONS,  ih  viexv  of  their  father 
and  miitber  :  'wbieb  fiotking  fpe^acle  they  bore  tvitb  a  mfl  uncommon  degtee  offarti^ 
iude, 

\  Theyoungeft  of  the  co-heirejes  of  Cheyne  of  laverugie  toas  married  to  XlcoL 
SoTHERLAKOtf/*  Eortaty  and  brought  with  her  the  lands  0/*  Durrus  m  Moray  ^ 
This  KiCOL  was  anchor  of  the  Lords  Durrus. 
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to  that  of  xlitjlaiijlica! phthfophery  wc  (hall  content  ourftlves 
with  giving  in  this  place  only  a  brief  fketch  of  the  charafter  of 
the  great  Field  Matfhal  Keith,  brother  to  George,  laft  Earl 
of  Marifchal ;  and  with  throwing  a  few  anecdotes  of  his  mod 

iliuftrious 

Z540,  he  got  charten  (  on  many  landi  lying  in  the  couBtks,  Caithnefa,  Inver* 
pefs,  M«»ny»  Banff,  Aberdeen,  Kincardine,  Angus,  Fife,  Linlithgow,  &c 
It  U  faid,  that  after  Queen  Mart's  captivity,  he  took  no  concern  in  public 
affairs,  and  by  living  a  retired  life  in  his  caftic  of  Dunott^r,  he  got  the  name 
of  William  in  t  ux  Towsr.  He  fo  much  improved  hi^  eftate,  that  at  hia 
death  it  warreckoned  wonh  270,000  merks  Soots,  or  14,108!.  6i«  8d.  Sterling. 
Thb  efiate  was  fo  fiiuated,  that  in  travelling  from  the  north  point  of  Caith- 
ncTs,  to  the  bordepi  of  England,  he  could  fleep  every  night  on  his  own 
ground,  f 

This  noble  Ix>rd  died  in  an  advanced  age  in  1581,  and  was  fucceedcd  by 
his  grandibn  Georck,  the  5th  Earl  Marifchal,  one  of  the  moft  eminent  men 
of  his  tizae.  After  having  ftudled  at  Geneva,  under  the  famous  Theodorb 
BazA,  he  travelled  through  Italy  and  Germany,  where  he  vifited  the  I^nd-^ 
grave  of  Hesse,  Prince  of  the  Catti,  who,  undcrftanding  who  he  was,  re- 
ceived him  kindly,  and  treated  him  with  great  magnificence,  as  a  Scotch 
defcendant  of  the  ancient  Catti.  In  1589  he  was  fent  ambaffador  extraor- 
dinary to  the  court  of  Denmark,  to  efpoufe  the  Prince^  Anne  in  name  of 
James  VI.  of  Scotland,  and  1.  of  England.  Being  poffcffed  of  a  great  eQate, 
he  appeared  with  all  the  luftre  and  magnificence  with  which  the  wealth  of 
Scotland  could  adorn  him,  and  that  chiefly  on  his  own  eipenccs.  In  1593, 
he  made  a  noble  foundation  of  a  college  at  Aberdeen,  and  obtained  from  the  ^ 
Crown,  for  the  fuppott  of  it,  the  lands  and  houfcs  belonging  to  fome  of  the 
ichgious  at  Aberdeen,  which  had  not  been  fi^d  off  before  the  Reformation. 

I  Puh,  Xecordt,  and  HaddtngtoHt  CoIIefihiu,  page  92,  93,  l^fe, 

\  This  £atl  teas  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  Reformation,  but  opp'ffiaU  violent 
prouedings  im  that  affair.  When  the  ConfeJJum  of  Faith  was  prcfentedto  Parliament^ 
in  1560,  the  Earl  of  Marifchal  Jlovd  tip^  and  fat  J,  «  Jt  is  longftnet  t  tarriedfume 
**  favwr  to  the  truth ,  and  tvas  famexohat  zealous  for  the  Roman  religions  but  this 
"  day  hathfuUy  refolved  me  of  the  truth  of  the  Mr,  and  the  falfchood  of  the  other  ; 
"  /*^t/*^*g  (^  l^dt)  the  Infiops,  who,  hy  their  learning,  earn,  and  for  the  zeal 
M  they  Jhould  have  for  the  truth,  wmdd,  at  I  fupprfe^  gaisfay  any  thing  repugnant  to 
**  it f  fay  aathiug  agMufi  the  Confejion  vue  have  heard,  I  tannot  think  hut  it  ii  the 
"  JjlCTH  or  Gopj  and  the  contrary  of  it  itfalfe  deteflahli  d^riae". 
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illuRrlous  anpcftors  into  the  notes.  This  great  man  was  bom 
at  lN\'ERi7Gir,  in  tliis  p.irifli,  and  was  baptized  i6th  June  i6c;6, 
by  the  names  of  Jamls  Francis  Edward.  •  He  early  en- 
tered into  the  military  fcrvicc  abroad,  rofc  to  the  highed 
rank  in  the  army,  and  was  inferior  to  no  general  of  his  time 
in  military  'capacity.  He  accompanied  Iiis  brother  Earl 
Marifchal  to  the  •  battle  of  Dunbhw^^  and  afterwards  went 
abroad  to  feck  preferment  at  the  Spanifh  Court  \  but  not 
finding  a  quick  promotion  there,  he  entered  into  theRuflian 
iervice,  and  was  by  Peter  the  Great  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
a  general  officer.  He  afterwards  entered  into  the  fervicc  of 
F^rntuic  Til.  King  of  Pruflia,  who  raifed  \\\fc\  to  the  rank  of 
Field  Mariflial.  He  commanded  that  king's  armies  fometimes 
alone,  and  at  other  times  along  with  his  Majcfly,  until  the 
fatal  battle  of  Hochklrchen,  on  the  i4thOdobcr  1758.  The 
Field  Marflial,  returning  from  a  feparatc  command,  found 
that  the  King  had  encamped  in  a  very  improper  place,  and 
inftamly  told  his  Majefty  that  Daun  would  furprize  them  that 
night.  His  prediction  proved  too  true  ;  and  the  Field  Mar- 
flial,  making  a  glorious  defence,  was  unfortunately  killed.  He 
%vas  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  Hochkirchen,  but  tlie 
King  of  Prufn.i  had  lils  corpfc  tikcn  up,  and  fent  to  Ber- 
lin, where  he  was  aj;ain  interred  with  the  greateft  military 
honours.  1 

*  Bj^! 'final  Ji.j^f/fr  e/jcnjh  of  St.  Fergtit, 

\  The  Flelu  Mariria!,  with  all  ln's  great  qnalities  wai  a  very  bad  ecot)o> 
mlfl  ;  and  fonTCtlnics  al»rtntcd  hlmftlf  from  Court  wfccn  he  could  not  pay  hU 
«i^l)t-v  On  one  of  tbcfo  occafion.*,  the  Gicai  Frkderic  called  for  him,  and 
f<mnd  him  in  hi-*  garden,  employed  in  punting  paper  cannon  at  1300  pin»  of 
wood  in  difr<-rcnt  dirtillons,  fo  a*,  to  difcover  how  he  might  pour  the 
f;rcat<fl  qiiaiitify  of  fire  upon  them,  as  their  pnficion  changed.  The  King 
paiil  1/1  Gt-n'-ial's  d-.hr%  \v?.<  delighted  with  the  difcovcry  of  his  amiifement, 
and  aiJgmintcJ  tne  uurnlitr  of  pins  to  ll,ooo;  after  which,  he  and  his 
pmeral  had  many  a /.vT  f/»rrfl^#w4rt/ in  the  garden,  wiiich  proved  of  grca^ 
f.-ivicc  aficrward;  in  li.e  ficIJ. 
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Antiquities. — ^As  this  parifh  has,  for  upwards  of  500  years, 
been  only  a  part  of  a  larger  eftate,  and  never  divided  into 
iinall  properties,  we  cannot  expe£l:  to  find  (lately  manGons 
here.    Some  peices  of  (lone  and  lime  are  to  be   met  with, 
hard  by  the  mouth  of  the  Ugie,  where  it  falls  into  the  fea,^ 
and  here,  it  is  fakl,  was  the  ancient  refidence  of  the  family 
of  Cheyne.    They  afterwards  built  anbtlier  caflle,  to  which 
they  alfo  gave  the  name  of  Inverugie,  *  at  the  diftance  of 
more  than  a  mile  wedward,  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river. 
The  (ite  of  this  caftle  does  honour  to  the  judgement  and 
good  tade  of  its  founder* ,  Here   the  Ugie  forms  a  femi- 
circlc  before  the  cadle,  and  the  area  of  this  femicircle  is  ter- 
minated, by  Mount'Pleafanty  a  deep  riling  ground  on  the  op- 
ppfite  fide  of  the  river.     The  cadle  is  now  in  ruins,  but  the 
two  courts  are  almod  entire  ;  psirt  of  them  ferves  as  a  gra- 
nery,  and  part  is  ufed  as  a  brewery  for  porter  and  beer. 
Within  a  few  paces  of  the  wall  of  the  North  court,  arc  the 
remains  of  an  ice-houfe^  which  perhaps  was  the  fird  of  the 
kind  in  this  country.— On  an  eminence  N.  W.  from  the  . 
cadle,  there  is  an  artificial  moat,  where,  it  is  probable,  the 
ancient  proprietors  held  their  cdurts  for  the  didribution  of 
Judice. 

CkaraBer  and  Manner  of  Livifig. — ^The  people  in  general 
are  very  hofpitable,  kind  to  drangers,  intelligent  and  conten- 
ted. They  have  fuch  an  attachment  to  their  native  foil,  that 
few  of  them  chufe  to  leave  it.  From  Buchan  tlicre  never 
were  any  emigrations,  and  indeed  there  can  be  no  reafon  for 

VoD.XV.  U  any, 

*  This  coDtlmied  to  be  the  refidence  of  the  fucceeding  proprieton,  until 
the  attatnder  of  l.ord  Marifchal,  who  unfortonately  engaged  in  the  rebel- 
lien.  1715.  The  precife  time  uhen  this  caftle  was  built  is  not  known ;  but  an 
one  pan  of  it,  cow  in  ruins,  was  called  the  Cheyne' *»  Tcwer,  it  is  probable  that 
u  vas  built  by  that  familr. 
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^nyi  as  every  man,  who  is  difpofcd  to  work,  can  always  have 
good  employment  and  good  wages,  either  as  a  mechanic  or 
a  labourer.     Although  few  of  the  farmers  have  leafes,  from 
many  years  experience,  they  confider  themfelves  as  perfc£lly 
fecure,  and  in  no  danger  of  being  removed,  while  they  live 
peaceably  and  are  pun£tual  in  the  payment  of  their  rents, 
which  are  very  moderate,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  the 
neighbouring  eftates.     They  are  fcnfible  the  heritor  could 
have  more  rent  than  he  draws  from  them.    He  has  abolifh- 
ed  all  cudoms  and  fcrvices  ;  and,  if  any  of  them  build  good 
houfes,  a  proper  allowance  is  made.     The  kind  and  indul- 
gent manner  in  which  they  are  treated  by  the  proprietor, 
has  ftroiigly  attached  them  to  him.    They  are  fenfible  that 
he  is  happy  in  behoMing  their  profpcrity,  and  will  not  from 
thence  take  any  advantage  to  r.iifc  their  rents  above  what 
they  can  bear.  The  manner  of  living  here  is  grcatcly  chang- 
ed within  the  laft  thirty  years.     The  farmers  now  appear  at 
church  and  market  drcifed  in  Englifh  fuperfine  clotji,  and 
many  of  their  wives  aiid  daughters  in  cloaks  and  bonnets. 
The  man-fervant  is  as  expenfively  arrayed  as  his  mailer,  and 
the  drcfs  of  the  maid-fervant  is  little  inferior  to  that  of  her 
miftrefs.     The  food  of  the  inhabitants  formerly  confiftcd 
f  hiefly  of  oat  meal,  and  fomctimes  of  fifh,  but  thefe  gener- 
ally falted  and  dryed  \  owing  to  this  caufe,  the  fcurvy  was  a 
common  difeafe.     They  raifed  few  vegetables,  and  turnips 
were  often  brought 'by  fea  from  Aberdeen.    Every  cottager 
now  has  his  turnips,  cabbages,  potatoes  -,  and  many  of  the 
farmers  have  their  mutton,  fed  by  themfelves  for  fummer 
food,  and  the  greateft  part  of  them  kill  a  fed  ox  or  cow,  for 
winter  provifion.  ^ 

NUMBER 

f  From  the  middle  of  November  179a,  to  ihe  firft  of  Jaouarj  I79^» 
40  fat  cattle,  weighing  from  14  to  94  ftoDe,  were  killed  in  this  parifh  for 
food  dttring  the  winter,  bcfides  a  conliderable  number  of  ibcep. 


NUMBER    X. 
PARISH    OF  DOLLAR, 


(Cjunty  of  Clackmannan,  Presbytery  of  Stirlinp^ 
Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Watson,  Minijier. 


Origin  of  the  Name. 

L  HE  word  Dollar  Ufaid  to  be  Gaelic.  According  to  Tome 
i:  was  formerly  fpelt  DoUard^  from  doll^  a  plain,  or  vale,  and 
ard^  a  hill,  or  high  land.  This  is  perfeftly  applicable  to  its 
real  Gtuation,  the  principal  part  of  the  parifli  being  a  beauti-  , 
ful  plain  or  valley,  of  about  an  Englifli  mile  in  breadth,  lying 
a»ong  the  foot  of  a  high  taiige  of  hills,  known  by  the  name  ot 
:f:e  OMl'Hilh.  According  to  others,  it  may  be  expreffcd  DoiU 
/:r,  fignifying  a  hidden  or  concealed  place.  This  alfo  \t 
expreffivc  of  its  real  fituation ;  which  is  low  and  not  fcen  at 
any  great  diflance,  when  one  approaches  it  in  any  dirc£lion; 

Siiuatiorty  Extent^  Porm^  and  Appea^ance.^t  iS  fuppofed  t6 
be  equally  diftant  from  Stirling,  Kinrofs,  and  Dumfermlinc  j 
and  is  reckoned  about  12  Englifti  miles  from  each.      The 
U  %  middle 
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middle  and  principal  part  of  the  parilh,  in  which  both  the 
church  and  the  town  (land,  is  an  extcnfive  and  gently  Dop- 
ing plain,  beautifully  interfperfed  with  fmall  viUages,  farm 
houfesi  and  inc]<ifure8  ;  and,  taking  in  with  it  a  fmall  part 
of  Muckart  on  the  Eaft,  and  Tillicoultry  on  the  Weft,  it 
forms  a  kind  of  amphitlieatre,  of  an  oval  figure,  of  about  3 
miles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth  ;  bounded  by  the  Ochil* 
hills  on  the  North,  and  a  rifing  ground  on  the  South.  This 
beautiful  plain  would  feem  to  have  been  hick  down,  and 
fmoothcd  by  the  great  hand  of  nature,  to  be  the  fcene  of  fport$ 
and  exercifes,  fuch  as  thofc  of  the  ancient  Olympic  games. 
It  is  of  a  fouthern  cxpqfure ;  and,  when  viewed  from  the 
rifing  grounds,  particularly  on  the  South,  the  pleafed  and 
admiring  beholder  would  be  ready  to  pronounce  it  the  moft 
delightful  fpot  in  the  world. 

River  and  Fj/b.^^The  water  of  Dovan,  which  runs  from 
E.  to  W.  nearly  divides  the  parifti.  The  Dovan  is  not  na- 
vigable, being  a  fmall  but  beautiful  dream  of  pure  limpid 
water.  Its  channel,  at  a  medium,  may  be  about  100  feet  in 
breadth.  Here  it  gently  glides  over  a  bed  of  pebbles,  wherc^ 
finding  itfelf  at  eafe  (as  it  were,)  after  having  been  dafiied 
and  broken  in  its  narrow  and  rugged  channel,  through  the  pa- 
riihes  of  Glendovan  and  Muckart,  it  feems  to  fport  itfelf  in 
many  beautiful  meanders  ;  winding  from  fide  to  fide  of  the 
valley,  as  if  loth  to  leave  the  delightful  hauglis  of  Dollar. 
But  at  times,  when  fwelled  by  heavy  rains,  which  come 
down  in  torrents  from  the  hills,  it  fuddenly  overflows  its 
hanks  to  a  confiderable  extent,  to  the  no  fmall  damage  of 
the  farmer,  whofc  lands  are  fituated  by  the  fide  of  it.  The 
rivier,  being  fmall,  does  not  admit  of  many  kinds  of  fiflij  yet 
there  are  very  fine  freflv-water  trouts,  of  a  confiderable  fize, 
taken  in  itj  as  well  as  fparrs,  in  great  numbers.    In  harveft, 

fea 
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fea  troats  are  Ukewife  killed  in  it,  from  2  lib.  to  4  lib.  weight. 
Andy  in  the  feafon,  falmon  are  caught  from  5  lib.  to  20  lib. 
About  20  or  30  years  ago,  falmon  were  found  in  Dovan  in 
great  plenty ;  but,  from  the  illegal  and  murderous  manner  of 
lulling  them  with  fpears,  at  an  improper  feafon,  their  num- 
bers of  late  have  greately  decreafed.  As  there  are  but  few 
or  none  killed  now,  but  by  gentlemen  in  the  way  of  fport, 
er  by  fome  of  the  poorer  fort  of  the  people,  for  the  ufe  «of 
their  families^  the  prices  cannot  well  be  afcertained. 

Brtdgef. — There  was  a  very  good  ftone  bridge  over  the 
Dovan  nearly  oppofite  to  the  church  \  but  fome  years  ago  it 
was  carried  down  by  a  flood.  At  prefent,  a  wooden  bridge  is 
about  to  be  put  over  it,  nekr  the  fame  place,  by  the  volun- 
tary fubfcriptions  of  a  few  public- fpirited  perfons  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  which  will  be  of  very  great  convenience 
to  the  people  in  this  place,  particularly  upon  the  fabbath  y 
as  many  of  the  pariQiioners  have  to  cro(s  the  Dovan  in  their 
way  to  church.  The  want  of  a  bridge*  would  not  have  been 
felt  fo  much  here  20  or  3Gr  years  ago,  as  the  people  in  this 
place  were  very  expert  at  croillng  the  river  on Jiilts,  f  And 
there  are  ftill  fome  who  crofs  it  in  this  way.  But  fmce  the 
time  that  the  bridge  was  built|  this  pra£lice  has  been  gene« 
rally  laid  afide. 

Climate  ana  Dtfeafes^ — ^Thc  air  in  this  place  is  remarkably 
pure  and  healthy  \  the  country  being  free  and  open,  neither 

cumbcrd 

\  Theiie  fiilu  were  two  branches  of  a  tree,  of  a  proper  ftrength,  with  a 
ckft  or  fmaU  branch  prefcrved  in  each,  of  a  fufficicnt  widenefs  to  receive  a 
pcrfim'a  foot,  about  I S  or  40  inches  from  the  root  end.  Upon  which  the 
pcrlba  being  mounted,  with  a  foot  on  each  cleft  or  projeding  branch,  and  the 
top  or  finaH  end  of  the  flik  in  each  handi  they  Italked  through  the  river  at 
thclbrdt.    This  they  called ////ivf. 
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cumbqrecl  with  woods,  nor  xnfeckcd  with  tnarnies  The 
purity  and  fwectnefs  alfo  of  the  water,  (which,  perhaps,  is 
exceeded  by  none,)  coming  through  rock  or  fand,  and  free  of 
metallic  fub(lanccs>  mud  aifo  contribute  greatly  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  ;•  and  this  blcffing  they  ufually  en- 
joy in  an  uncommon  degree.  As  a  remarkable  inftance  of 
this,  the  miniiler,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  parochial  vifita- 
tion  from  houfe  to  houfe,  did  not  find  one  fingle  fick  perfon 
in  the  parifh  5  and  fcarcely  any  complaining  of  ailmentts,  fuch 
as  coughs,  fliortncfs  of  breath,  &c. ;  though  it  was  in  ihc 
month  of  December,  when  complaints  of  this  nature  are 
more  frequent  •,  cfpecially  among  fuch  as  arc  advanced  in 
life.  Some  few  were  indeed  labouring  under  the  natural  in- 
firmities incident  to  old  age  ;'  there  being  frveral  who  were 
arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  80  and  upwards.  The  falu- 
brity  of  the  air  is  alfo  much  owing  to  the  drynefs  of  the  foil, 
which  readily  imbibes  the  rains  that  fall  upon  it;  while 
the  many'fma|l  rivulets,  which  come  down  from  the  higher 
grounds^  carry  off  the* fuperfluous  waters,  without  allowing 
them  to  (lagnate  on  the  furfacc,  and  to  breed  noxious  vapours 
to  be  exhaled  into  the  air.  Epidemical  difeafes  are  therefore 
unknown  here ;  except  thofe  which  are  of  a  common  and 
general  nature.  Such  as  the  f mall-pox,  chin-cough,  &c. 
The  fm all- pox,  at  times,  carries  off  many  of  the  children  ) 
inoculation  not  having  yet  got  much  into  praftice. 

Soil  afjtl  Surface,  Sheep,  TVocl^  and  Cultivation, — ^The  foil  in 
this  parifti  is  of  various  kinds.  That  of  the  Ochil-hills, 
which  lie  towards  the  North,  is  partly  rocky,  partly  mofTy, 
and  partly  gravel.  The  hills  are  covered  with  a  beauti- 
ful green  ;  but  part  of  the  foil  being  now  waflied  off  by  the 
ilorms,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  the  rocks  in  fome  places  begin 
to  appear.     1  hey  afford  excellent  paflure   for  fliecp ;    of 

which 
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*  wUch  about  1640  arc  fed  upon  that  part  of  them  belonging 
to  this  parifli.  The  mutton,  and  efpecially  the  wool,  produ- 
ced upon  the  Ochils,  (as  they  are  fometimes  called,)  is  confi- 
dcred  as  of  a  fuperior  quality ;  particularly  that  upon  the  farm 
called  Craiginnan^  which  is  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyll. Towards  the  foot  of  the  hills,  the  foil,  in  general,  is 
light  and  gravelly,  caufing  a  quick  vegetation.  In  dry  fca*- 
fous,  it  is  indeed  apt  to  be  parched  •,  but  in  wet  feafons,  the 
crops  arc  moderately  good.  The  greater  part  of  the  flat-ly- 
ing ground  in  the  bottom  is  like  wife  of  a  light  gravely  na- 
nature,  and  ufuiaily  yields  rather  an  early  harvefl.  Along 
the  banks  of  the  Dovan,  the  foil  is  moftly  of  the  haugh 
kind  ;  and  fomc  of  it  a  deirp  clay.      Upon  the  fouth  fide  of 

.  the  Dovan,  the  ground  is  lather  wettifli  and  clayey,  but,  wilh    , 
proper  attention  and  culture,  it  is  capable  of  very  confidera- 
ble  improvement.     And  fome  of  the  farms,  which  are  under 
proper  management,  make  very  good  returns, 

Producfy  SeafotiSy  iffr.'-The  ordinary  crops  raifcd  in  this 
pariOi,  arc  baHey,  oats,  peafe,  beans,  and  potatoes.  There 
is  alfo  fome  wheat  and  hay  ;  but  not  much.  The  ufual  time 
of  fowing  oats,  peafe,  and  beans,  in  this  parifh,'  in  ordinary 
feafons,  is  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  the  barky 
in  May.  It  is  ufually  over  by  the  20th  of  the  month. — The 
harveft  commonly  begins  towards  the  end  of  Auguft,  or  be- 
ginning of  September ;  and,  excepting  fome  late  fpots,  is 
over  by  the  tenth  of  OSober.  As  foon  as  the  barley,  oats, 
and  peafe  are  got  in,  the  potatoes  are  taken  up  and  houfed, 
which  concludes  the  harveft  work. 

Impravetnenis. — Agriculture,  in  this  parifb,  until  within 
thefe  few  years,  has  continued  much  in  the  fame  ftatc  that 
it  was  about  150  years  ago  -,  the  feuers,  who  poflefe  the 
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greateft  part  of  the  parifh,  following  the  fame  fyftem  of 
farming,  that  had  been  handed  down  to  them  by  their  fa- 
thers* What  indeed  proved  an  infurmountable  bar  to  im- 
provement, was,  the  lands  of  different  proprietors  lying 
interfperfed  with  one  another,  commonly  called  run-rig^ 
which  wss  a  cafe  that  very  much  prevailed  through  many 
parts  of  Scotland  ;  but  it  is  now  hardly  known  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  About  i6  years  ^gd,  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
the  bcft  lands  in  the  parifh,  which  lay  in  tfiat  {late,  were  di- 
vided 5  when  the  different  proprietors  got  their  rcfpetkivc 
proportions  of  ground  laid  together,  each  by  itfelf.  This  has 
been  produftive  of  fevcral  very  defirable  confequences  \ 
fuch  as,  cutting  off  endlefs  quarrels  and  difputes,  that  were 
continually  taking  place  between  the  diflTerent  proprietors,  or 
.  their  tenants,  about  their  encroaching  or  trefpaffing  upon 
one  another ;  and  fo  eflabliihing  peace  and  harmony  amongil 
neighbours,  inftead  of  (Irife  and  variance.  It  has  alfo  open- 
ed up  a  door  to  improvements  of  every  kind,  for,  immedia- 
tely upon  the  ground  beiqg  divided,  the  different  proprie- 
tors inclofed  and  fub-divided,  with  ditch  and  hedge,  their  rc- 
fpeflive  proportions  of  land.  And  the  fevcral  inclofures  arc 
now  alternately  under  oats,  barley,  hay,  pafture,  &c.  to  the 
no  fmall  benefit  of  the  proprietors,  and  the  pleafure  of  the 
traveller.  Some  late  purchafers  are  carrying  on  very  confi- 
de rablc  improvements  in  the  modern  ftyle  ;  the  agreeable  and 
beneficial  efFe£ts  of  which  are  dsuly  appearing. 

Minerals^ — ^This  part  of  the  country  abounds  in  coal,  of 
different  qualities.  Three  coal-works  are  going  on  at  pre- 
fent  in  this  parifli ;  two  upon  the  South  fide  of  the  Dovan  \ 
tlie  one  at  Mellack,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll  i  the 
other  clofely  adjoining  to  it,  but  belonging  to  Lord  Alva, 
Upon  the  North  fide  of  the  Dovan,  and  near  to  the  town^ 
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cf  Doilar,  there  is  another  cOaUwork,  belonging  alfo  to  the 
Duke  of  Argyll.  Thefe  works  employ  in  whole  about  1 8 
working  people ;  befides  a  horfe  gin  tor  drawing  the  coals. 
From  thefe  coal- works,  and  thofe  of'*Blamgone,  (in  the  pa- 
rifti  of  Foffoway,  but  immediately  ^pon  the  border  of  this 
paiUh  on  the  S.  E.)  very  great  quantities  of  coals  are  anoy- 
ally  carried  many  miles  into  Strathevn,  on '  the  North  fide 
of  the  Ochii  hills. — Iron-ftone  is  alfo  found  in  difiercnt  parts 
of  the  pariQiy  and  faid  to  be  of  very  excellent  quality.  It  id 
working  at  prefent  by  the  Dovan  Company,  who  arc  now  e- 
rccKng  a  public  work  at  Sauchie,  fome  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward,  in  the  parilh  of  Clackmannan.  *  The  Ochil  hills  con- 
fitl  chiefly  of  whin-ftone  ;  but  free-Hope  alfo  is  found  in  dif- 
ferent places  of  the  pai^{b» 

ffiff/,  RivuIttSy  £fV. — The  only  hills  in  this  parifli,  are 
the  Ochils.  They  begin  in  the  parifli  of  Dumblane,  imme- 
diately Eaft  frofn  the  SfaerriiF-muir,  and  ftretch  in  an  eafterii 
direftion  many  miles  into  Fife.  In  this  parifli  they  are  of 
confiderable  height  5  perhaps  fome  thoufand  feet-  They  are, 
as  already  obfcrved,  of  a  beautiful  green*,  aflbrd  excellent 
paflure  for  flieep,  and  produce  mutton  of  the  iineft  flavour. 
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•  Some  time  ago,  a  rtin  of  Lead  was  difcovered  id  the  Odiil  hills,  a  little 
above  the  town  of  Dollar ;  and  wrought  by  a  Compariy  *  for  feverad  years. 
From  this  work,  a  confiderable  quanthy,  both  of  Lead  and  of  Copper  Ore, 
is  laid  to  have  been  (hif^ed  off  for  Holland.  But  it  is  faid  that  the  Company, 
Concbow  diiagreeing  among  themfelves,  gaue  it  up.  Kcverthclefs,it  is  be- 
lieved, that  if  a  Compaay  of  fpirit  wen'  to  make  a  thorough  trial,  it  might 
turn  to  good  accoux>t.  Silver  Ore,  in  confiderable  quantities,  it  likewife 
laid  to  ha^e  been  found  in  the  Olen  of  Care,  or  rather  of  CojVa,  on  the  Weft 
of  CaiUe* Campbell;  but  that  Tt  did  not  anfwer  the  expence  of  working  it. 
PiBBLCs,  of  confiderable  value,  have  alfo  been  found  upon  the  top  of  » JbiM 
•bore  CaHk-CsdtopbeU,  called  the  JVhitf  JVifjp. 
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Ffom  their  verdant  fides,  many  beautiful  rivulets  of  the  fiii- 
eft  water  are  daily  gliding  down,  for  the  health  and  refreih- 
ment  of  the  inhabitants  who  dwell  below. 

Roads. — ^There  are  twQ  high-ways  paffing  through  this 
parifti,  leading  from  Stirling  to  Kinrofs.  The  one  is  upon 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  Dovan  5  and  the  other  upon  the  north 
fide.  That  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Dovan  is  only  in  part 
formed,  hut  not  gravelled ;  and  as  it  pafles  through  day 
grounds,  it  is  fcarcely  paffable  in  winter.  But  that  upon  the 
north  fide  of  the  Dovan,  as  it  pafles  along  the  foot  of  the  O- 
chil  hills,  where  the  bottom  is  a  hard  channel,  is  equally  firm 
and  paflable  at  all  feafons  ;  and  therefore  is  mod  frequented. 
The  proper  ftage  upon  that  road,  between  Stifling  and  Kin- 
Tofs,  is  Dollar.  The  greateft  fault  of  it  is,  that  it  is  too  nar- 
row )  for,  in  fome  places,  two  carriages  meeting  can  do  no 
more  than  pafs.  Were  it  only  widened  a  little,  nature  has  fuf- 
ficicntly  grtivclled  it.  They  who  have  marked  it  out  at  firft, 
humouring  the  nature  of  the  ground  along  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  have  formed  it  much  after  the  manner  ot  a  fcrpcn- 
tine  walk.  It  is  very  much  frequented,  not  only  by  thofq 
who  travel  from  Stirling  to  Kinrofs,  but  alfo  by  thofe  who 
go  to  Perth,  Dundee,  &c. 

Population, — ^The  population  of  ^i§  parift  has  decrcafed 
very  little  within  thefe  40  years. 

Population  tabl5  of  the-parish  of  Dollar. 

No.  of  fouls  in  1755,  a»  returned  to  Dr  Webiler,  -  517 

Ditto  in  1792,  «  •  510 

Decreafc        7 
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FAlAILtCS,  &c. 

No.  of  Mechanic^ 

U 

Ka  of  Eunilies  in  the  town»           5 1 

^—  Ditto  in  the  coontry,             ^l 

Mafona,                •            % 

— —  Seccden  of  all  denomina- 

tions,            -                   17 

Weavers,            .                5 

Aa«s,  iii4  SiXKf.     iM'41/.  Fern.  Tat, 

——Tailors,            ;                  4 

CSiildreo  under  5          %f     aj      5a 

— ^  S^oe-Dukert,            •        % 

—  Between  5  and  ?o   30     3*      68 

Dyers,                .               % 

Between   10  and  ao    31      37      6S 

, Coopers,               «             i 

Pcrlons  aged  oo  and 

— —  Bakers,                   .            K 

npwardi,              -                 312 

— 

U 

Total  ^10 

——  Carters, 

z 

Co3iDiTioN»,  PaorissioNt,  ^c. 

z 

Na  of  proprietors^            .              19 

Keepers  of  public  hoofes. 

% 

—  Minidert,                •                 z 

36 

— —  SchooiniaAerii           •            i 

a9 

--^Merchants,          -                   % 

Miner*,                -                   18 

ployed  at  the  bleach-field. 

in  the  heat  of  the  feafon, 

30 

—  Com  millen,            -              a 

9 

Extract  from  the  Register  of  Births,  Marriages^ 
and  Deaths, /or  the  laji  ten  yearsy  viz.  from  the  Jirft  of  Ja^ 
nuarj  1783,  to  thefirfl  of  Jamtary  1793- 


^EARS. 

Births. 

Marriages. 

Deaths. 

'7«3 

'3 

3 

>4 

'^84 

'4 

4 

1785 

.   16 

4 

16 

1786 

* 

9 

t 

14 

1787 

12 

2 

»4 

1788 

16 

4 

10 

1789 

•9 

6 

6 

»790 

la 

6 

11 

1791 

11 

4 

>7 

1791 

21 

0 

9 

•k— 

•— 

ta^. 

Total 

«43 

35 

119 

Aonml  avenge  i4tv 

i-h 

",V 
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Previfions  and  Labour. ^-Tht  price  of  barley,  oats^  meal, 
&c.  are  regulated  by  the  fiars  of  Clackmannarii  the  head 
town  in  the  county.  The  price  of  butcher  meat  is  ufually 
from  3d.  to  4  Jd.  per  lib.  Dutch  wtiglit  \  a  good  hen  felk  at  is  ; 
chickens  from  4d.  to  M  each,  .^^prding  to  th^ir  s^e  and 
fize  ;  eggs  froin  3d.  10  4d.  fsr  dozen.  +  The  onlinary  price 
of  butter  at  jSrefcnt  is  <Sd.  per  lib  5  chccfe  j^.  The  wages 
of  men  labourers  are  from  lod.  to  is.  per  day;  in 'har- 
vcft,  they  receive  13d.  or  i^A-^r  day  i  and  for  cutting 
iwy,  I  s.  6d.  The  wages  of  women  who  work  without 
doors,  at  'hay-making,  weeding  potatoes,  &tc.  arc  6d.  per 
day ;  except  in  harvcft,  when  they  recc ive  i  od,  per  day  :  out  of 
which  wagcsj  boUi  men  and  wqmen  furnifli  their  own  pro- 
vHions.  The  average  annual  wages  of  farm  fervants,  of 
men  that  arc  able  to  hold  the  plough,  threfli  the  bam,  &c. 
when  thry  eat  in  the  houfe,  are  6 1 ;  and  2 1.  10  s.  for  wo- 
^cn.  A  m^fon's  wages  arc  from  !  s.  8d.  to  2  s.  per  day  ^ 
a  Wright's,  or  joiner's  wages,  from  i  s.  6d.  to  t  s.  8d  i  a  tgil* 
ox's  wages,  8d ;  and  a  flater's,  2  s.  per  day. 

Bleacbfields  and  Mills. — ^Tberc  ib  a  very  fine  bleachfield  in 
this  pari(h  beautifully  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Dovan.  It 
was  crefted  by  Mr  William  Haig,  the  prefent  proprietor,  in 
the  year  1787.  The  machinery,  which  is  excellent,  is  driven 
by  water  from  the  Dovan,  while  the  canals,  boikrs,  Set,  arc 
plentifully  fupplicd,  at  all  fcafons,  with  the  fined  filtrated 
water  from  the  hills.  The  trade  of  this  field  has  much  In- 
creafed  fince  its  firil  commencement.  For  the  firft  and 
fecond  years,  there  were  fcarcely  6  acres  of  ground  under 
cloth.  Whereas,  in  tlic  prefent  year,  1793,  there  are  20  acres 
covered  with  it.  The  greatcfl  part  of  the  cloth,  bleached^at 
this  fi^ld,  is  the  diaper,  or  table  linen  of  Punfermline,  the 

firft 

f  Till  within  thefe  tw«  or  three  yearf,  a  hen  might  Iaviq  beca  bovght  Dor 
9d;.cbiBkciit  for  4d.  per  pair ;  and  eggs  for  ^d.  per  dozen. 


firft  tcrwn  in  Brktun^  (we  may  even  fay  in  the  JForldf)  for 
this  tnanufaSuf e  ;  thp,  table  Unen  made  diere  being,  both  in 
point  of  quality  and  vanety  of  patter nS|  iQcomparably  >f upe- 
nor  to  what  is  to  be  found  any  where  elfe.  Nor  can  any 
pbcc.fupply  the  demands  to  London,  and  other  placet  <for 
that  article,  upon  the  fame  tefm6«  Befides,  the  author  is 
well  informed,  tltat  improvements  are  daily  making  in  feve* 
ral  branches  of  that  bufinefs,  which  promife  to  be  of  great 
f«:rvice  with  rcgaird  to  the  elegance  of  the  patterns  *.  The 
new  chemical  method  of  bleaching,  by  the  oxygenated  muriatie 
addj  has  been  tried  at  this  field  with  much  fuccefs.  In  the 
year  1 790,  Mr  Haig  gained  a  premium  from  the  Honourable 
Board  of  Truftees  for  Umt  method  of  bleaching.  Since  that 
time,  he  hath  made  feveral  valuable  difcoveries,  both  as  to 
the  preparation  and  application  of  this  acid,  and  finds  it  very 
ufefu! ;  particularly  at  the  end  of  the  feafon,  when  the  ian. 
fo  greatly  lofes  its  influence.  He  then  finiflies  oiF  goods  by 
this  method  of  bleaching,  which  otherwife  could  not  be 
done  until  the  next  year.  By  this  method,  he  bleaches  cotton 
goods  through  the  whole  feafon ;  and  finds  it  much  better 
adapted  for  cotton  than  for  linen.  In  this  parifii  there  are 
two  mills  for  grain,  one  of  them  has  machinery  for  making 
barley,  and  rollers  for  grinding  malt.  There  are  alfo  two 
waulk  mills  for  fcouiing  cloth,  &c. 

Churchy  Sc/jool,  and  Poor — The  Duke  of  Argyll  is  fuperior 
and  patron  *  as  well  as  titular  of  the  tithes.    The  value  of 

the 

*  Sooic  light  cotton  goods  have,  for  fome  yearf  paft,  been  fcot  here  from 
CUfgow ;  aad,  by  reaf<Ai  of  the  ezcceding  /ioenefs  of  the  water,  bave  beea 
retnnied  wit^  a  mod  excellent  colour ;  very  much  to  the  iatisfadion  of  tho 
cmployen. 

*  The  greitell  part  of  the  parilh  Wai  formerly  the  property  of  that  family. 
Bat  io  the  year  1603^1  it  was  fcued  out  by  Akchisald  Earl  of  Akotll, 

aud 
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the  livingi  czcIuGve  of  the  manfe  and  glebey  has,  for  {oxnt 
j^ears  pail  been  confidcred,  at  an  average,  to  be  about  80  i. 
The  .church  was  rebuilt  ni  the  year  i775»  and  is  confiderfed 
as  very  neat  for  a  country  church,  llie  manfC)  at  prefent» 
is  out  of  repair. — Mr  John  M*  Arbrea,  the  parifli  fchooUroaf* 
ter^  teaches  £ngU(h,  Latin^  writing,  arithmetic}  &c.  and  is 
znuch  refpe£ted.  His  fixed  falary  is  only  100).  Scotch,  but 
he  draws  the  intereft  of  560  merks  Scotch,  of  funk  moneys 
befides  perquifitcs,  as  precentor  and  fefiion  clerk,  %  &c. — ^The 
poor  upon  the  roll,  are  fuppotted  by  the  public  colledions 
on  fabbath}  and  the  intereft  of  fereral  fums  of  monejr^ 
funk  by  difierent  perfonsf  for  that  purpofe.  They  re- 
ceive their  dated  allowance  monthly,  which  amounts  to  about 
i'j\.Si9x\\tig  ^r  annum  \  befides  occafional  fupplies  perfons 
or  families  in  diftrcfs,  which  amount  to  about  4 1.  or  5  h 
Sterling  more.  There  have  been  no  beggars  in  this  pariih 
in  the  memory  of  man* 

Antiqttitifs* 

and  Dune  Agnes  DotctAS,  Countcft  of  Af^U,  rcihrvilig  only  Caftle- 

Campbell,  and  two  fax ms  io  the  neighbourhood. 

f  The  fchoolimficrt,  dUbUflicd  in  tht«  ptrUb,  hare,  from  time  immemo-k 
mT»  been  men  of  a  liberal  edocation*  and  feveral  men  of  eminence  have  been 
taught  at  thi»  fchooL  Many  of  Mr  M^AaiKSA's  fcholars  fill  refpedable 
places  in  the  church,  both  io  the  efcablKhment  and  the  feceiCon.  The  fchoot 
was  ereded  io  the  reign  of  Ring  CharlksI.  as  appears  from  the  decreet  of 
locality,  dated  1640,  for  100  merits  Scotch.  In  r;66,  the  heritors  added  50 
merks.  The  above  500  metks  were  funk  by  one  Archibald  PATEasoifj 
merchant  in  Edinburgh  July  18,  1653;  and  the  other  60  by  one  Kiek,  in 
Dollar. 

f  Mr  John  Gray  was  ordained  in  the  year  1709.  He  was  the  firfi  that  trat 
fettled  in  this  partlh  after  the  Revolution.  He  was  commonly  filled  iht  Banm ; 
from  his  having,  while  tninificr  here,  pur  chafed  two  baronies  of  land  :  Firft, 
that  of  TcalCet  in  Fyfe,  for  which  he  paid  upwards  of  3,333  L  Sterling.  Af- 
terwards he  purchafed  the  barony  of  Foflbway,  in  Pcrthfhlre^  lor  which  he 
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AntiquiiUs. — In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  toum  of  Dollar, 
there  arc  two  little  round  mounds  *,  about  a  quarter  of  s^ 
mile  diftant  from  each  other.  But  the  principiil  antiquity  in 
this  pariOr,  is  the  venerable  remains  of  Castle  Campbell  f : 

anciently 

pia  upwards  of  i»6ii  1.  Sterling.  At  his  death,  he  left  ior  the  ufe  of  th^ 
pool  in  this  parifii,  300  merks  Scotch  money. — Mlfs  Jkan  Gray,  his  onlf 
child,  of  refpe&able  memory,  fome  few  years  before  her  death,  which  happen- 
ed in  the  year  1794,  fold  both  of  thefe  baronies  of  land ;  that  of  XcalTcs  for 
2J400L  Sterling,  and  that  of  Fofiaway  for  6*500 1.  Sterling ;  amounting  in 
whok  to  ao,o«o  1.  Sterling.  At  her  death  (hi  left  many  confiderable  lega- 
cies :  among  thele  there  was  50I.  Sterling  to  the  poor  of  this  pariih,  and  a 
very  elegant  folio  bible  to  the  kirk-feHlon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  minifler. 

*  In  the  one  of  thefe,  fome  years  ago,  were  found  two  nms,  filled  witli 
homan  bones ;  but  upon  what  occafion,  or  by  whom  they  were  depofitcd  there, 
if  not  known.  The  other  mound  remains  in  the  (ame  (late  it  hath  been  time 
iatmemoriaL*- Towards  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  a  man  was  burnt  for 
a  wizard,  at  the  foot  of  the  Gloom  Hill,  not  many  yards  from  the  town  of 
Dollar. 

f  It  would  feem  qot  to  be  now  known,  -wben  or  by  -whom  this  venerable 
pile  of  building  was  firft  eteded.  But  the  ruins  plainly  fliew,  that  it  had 
been  deiigaed  fof  a  place  of  ftrength ';  and  therefore  was  probably  built  in 
the  turbulenc  days  of  old,  when  family  feuds  fo  unhappily  prevailed  among 
the  Scouh  barons.  Nor  can  we  difcover  the  precife  period  when  it  came 
into  the  pofleflion  of  the  family  of  AaovLL  :  Baf,  from  the  invcntary  of  tJifeir. 
titles,  chat  family  appears  to  have  poflefled  that  barony,  and  the  lands  belong- 
to  it,  called  the  LoRDSHir  ot  Camfbbll,  fo  far  back  as  the  year  1465.  The 
lands  were  then  held  of  the  btlhop  of  Dunkeld.  Formerly,  it  went  by  the 
name  of  the  Castle  or  Gloom  :  but  for  what  reafon,  we  are  not  certain. 
Tradition,  indeed,  which  wi(bes  to  inform  ns  of  every  thing,  reports,  that  it 
was  fo  called  from  the  following  circnmHance :  A  daughter  of  one  of  onr 
Scouh  Kings,  who  then  rcfided  at  Dunfermline,  happening  to  fall  into  dif- 
grace  for  fome  improper  behaviour,  was,  by  way  of  punifhment,  fent  and 
confined  in  thisca(Ue;  and  ibe,  (not  relilhing  her  fituation,  which  probably 
might  be  in  fixne  vaiU  or  other)  faid,  that  it  was  a  f^Mavy  /''^  to  her* 
Hcace,  (ays  txvdition,  it  came  to  be  caHed  the  Caftle  of  Gloom.  Very  fieir  to 

it 
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anciently  the  occafional  refidcncc  of  the  Noble  Family  of  Ar- 
gyll :  a  family  which,  for  ages,  has  been  eminently  didin- 

guiflicd 


it  on  the  CoaH,  there  {%  a  [>;rren  hill,  which  dill  goet  by  the  name  of  Glu 
Hili,  the  propeny  of  Mr  John  Moir,  writer  to  the  fignet. 

And  DOW  that  we  have  mentioned  traJitiop,  we  (hall  preient  the  reader 
with  an  anecdote  concerning  this  placei  ftom  the  famefoarce,  which,  pcrhmpa, 
may  be  more  curioui  than  true.  Tn  going  down  from  the  caftlc,  towards  the 
point  of  the  rock  which  oYerhxngs  the  glens,  there  is  a  paflage  cut  down 
through  the  rock  to  the  Gde  of  the  born,  in  the  bottom  of  the  glen.  Thb 
pafTage  is  faid  to  be  from  top  to  bottom  more  than  loo  feet  deep,  and  fix  feet 
wide.  The  defign  of  it  was  to  get  water  conveyed,  or  brought  up  iiom  the 
born  or  rivulet  below,  in  the  time  of  a  fiege.  This  fecms  the  more  likely,  as 
.  it  appears  to  have  been  cut  out  with  fieps,  which  are  now  moftJy  filled  up 
with  earth.  This  paflage,  partly  from  the  trees,  and  partly  from  the  liighc- 
ful  rocks  overhanging  it,  is  now  become  fo  dark  and  gloomy,  that  a  perfoo 
can  fee  but  a  very  little  way  down  into  it :  and  indeed,  to  look  into  it,  would 
be  fufficknt  to  make  a  perfoo  of  weak  nerves  (hudder.  It  is  called  Kbmp*s 
Scoat  or  Cu  rr,  from  its  having  been  made  by  one  of  that  name;  who  i« (aid 
to  have  been  a  man  of  gigantic  ilatuf  e  and  flrcngth,  and  at  the  fame  time  of 
a  very  bold  and  refolute  temper.  It  is  reported,  that  he  had  committed  many 
•depredations,  and  at  laft  was  fo  daring  as  to  enter  the  palace  at  DunfermliDe, 
and  carry  off, the  King's  dinner;  but  that  a  young  nobleman,  who  happened 
to  be  in  difgrace  for  improper  behaviour  towards  the  King's  daughter,  hear- 
iog  of  it,purfued  the  faid  Kemp,  and  having  cut  off  his  head,  threw  the  bod/ 
into  the  water  of  Dovan,  a  little  above  the  back  mill,  and,  as  his  name  waa 
William,  fo  the  place  where  this  happened,  is  called  Willis's  Pool,  to 
this  day.  But  on  his  carrying  the  head  with  him  to  Court,  he  obained  hia 
pardon,  atid  was  received  into  &vour  again. 

But  to  return  to  the  cafkle,  thai  ancient  feat  of  the  Argyll  Family:  The 
name  was,  by  an  a^  of  the  Scotch  Parliament,  in,  or  before  the  year  1493, 
changed  to  that  of  the  CafiU  «f  CampUU^  by  which  name  it  has  ever  (ince  been 
dcaominaud.  It  is  reported,  that  this  was  amongft  the  iirfl  of  thofe  placea . 
ia  Scoilaud,  where  the  facrament  of  tlie  .Lord's  Supper  was  difpenfcd,  after 
tHie  Keformatioa  And  it  is  certain,  £rom  his  own  hidory,  that  theiamtHia 
John  fC(M>x,  the  Scotch  reformer,  did  preach  here*  For  ha  tell^  us, chat,  up* 
on  his  being  ealLed  over  by  the  Englith  Congregation  at  Geneva,  who  had 
cha(caliim  for  their  pa(br ;  he  feocovcr  his  hmiiif  before  him,  but  he  hiii%* 

fclf 
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guifhed  for  their  attachment  to  religion,  liberty,  and  patrio- 
tifm.  And  the  prefent  worthy  head,  and  reprefentative  of 
that  noble  Family,  treading  in  the  ftcps  of  his  illuftrious  an- 
ccftors,  dignifies  and  adorns  the  exalted  ftation  which  he  fills. 
By  the  lapfe  of  time,  and  the  violence  of  ftorms,  a  very  con- 
fidcrablc  part  of  Caftlc-Campbell  is  now  fallen  down  \  and 
other  parts  of  it  are  nodding  over  their  foundations.  The 
tower  is  yet  nearly  entire*  The  afcent  is  by  a  fpiral  ftair^ 
vliicfa  is  continued  to  the  top.  It  is  viQted  by  moft  ftrang^ 
CTS  who  come  here  \  and  though  it  is  a  pretty  fatiguing  walk 
op  to  it,  yet  when  they  reach  the  top  of  the  tower,  which  is  of 
coniiderable  height,  diey  are  much  pleafed,  not  ionly  with  tfad 
Vol.  XV-  Y  vicw^ 

Iclf  remained  behind  in  Scotland,  for  fotne  time ;  during  which,  he  pafled-to 
AicBiBALp,  whom  he  ftilc*  «  the  Old  Earl  of  AaoTLL,"  then  rcfiding  at 
the  Caille  of  Campbell,  and  there  he  taught,  or  preached,  certain  dayi.  It  is 
fiat  improbable,  therefore,  that  he  difpenfed  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord*t  Sttjk. 
per  there,  at  the  fame  time.  One  of  the  company,  who  was  then  ftaymg 
with  the  Earl  at  Caftle  Campbell,  was  the  laird  of  tHenorchy,  one  of  the  fl>- 
ccilors  of  the  prefent  jfamily  of  BaiAOALilANB ;  who  importuned  ^e  Earl  to 
dcILrr  Mr  Km  ox  to  ftay  fome  time  with  them ;  but  Mr  Knox  could  not  coo« 
fcotto  it.  This  Arcuibalo  was  the  4th  Earl  of  AkcTLL ;  and  isfaid  to  havi 
been  the  firft  man  of  quality  who  embraced  the  Proteftant  Religion  in  Scdfc- 
bad,aad  contributed  all  in  hit  power  to  bring  about  the  Reformatioft. 

The  Caftle  of  Campbell  continued  to  be  the  occaiiooal  refideoce  of  tbf 
fiaHy  of  Argyll,  as  appears  from  the  Cervices  which  the  TalTals  were  obliged, 
by  their  charters,  to  perform  to  the  family,  when  reiiding  there  \  until  thac 
Eujoificeiit  building  was  burnt  down  by  the  Marquis  of  Montrosi,  about 
ibc  year  1644  ;  and  ever  Coce  it  has  been  in  ruins.  And  not  only  the  Caf^ 
tls  of  CampbtU,  but  the  ^Itole  of  the  pariihes,  both  of  X^llAr  and  MiMiBarC» 
vcre  burnt ,  the  iohabitaou  being  vaitah  of  the  family  of  Argyll,  excepting 
c^e  houfe  in  Dollar,  which  they  imagined  to  belong  to  the  Abbey  of  Dun«  ' 
fcnuUne.  There  was  likewife  only  one  houfe  faved  from  the  flames,  in 
Markart ;  which  they  imagined  to  be  in  the  parifh  of  Foffoway ;  being  near* 
If  adjoining  to  it.  Eefides  that,  there  was  a  (heep^houfe  that  elcaped  the 
f  useral  conflagFatiofl.  Evwy  oth^  houfe  16  both  pariibcy  Wte,  by  tb» 
t^mbaoif,  burnt  to  the  ground; 
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vieW|  but  more  particularly  with  the  furroundiflg  toene, 

u'hich  is  truly  enchanting. 

Romantic  Scenery  around  the  CaJHe. — ^Thc  fituation  of  thcfc 
venerable  ruins  is  fomewhat  retired  backwards  amongft  the 
hills,  with  a  beautiful  opening  before  it,  as  it  were  a  kmd  of 
vifta,  through  which  to  view  the  plains  below  :  And  being 
pretty  high,  it  commands  a  confiderably  estenlive  profpe^k 
towards  the  Forth,  and  the  adjacent  country.  It  is  fitaated 
upon  the  top  of  a  round  mound,  which  would  feem  to  ha?c 
been  partly  formed  by  the  hand  of  nature,  and  partly  finiih^ 
ed  by  art.  It  (lands  a  little  back  from  the  point  of  a  high 
rock ;  having  a  deep  ravine  or  glen  upon  each  hand ;  with  rery 
deep  banks,  whofe  declivity  commences  from  the  very  foot 
of  the  walls  on  both  fides,  and  is  almoft  wholly  inacceffiblie. 
In  the  bottom  of  the  glens,  run  murmuring  rivulets  of  the 
purefV  water,  which  come  down  from  the  mountains  behind^ 
and  unite  their  ftreams  immediately  below  the  caftle*  Each 
of  the  rivulets  furnifhes  a  beautiful  cafcade,  to  entertain  the 
eye  of  their  viGtants,  and  fomewhat  reward  them  for  the  fa- 
tigue they  have  had  in  climbing  the  hill.  The  mound  on 
which  the  caftle  (lands,  was  formerly  disjoined  from  the 
mount lins  behind,  with  a  fofse,  or  ditch,  (helving  down  to 
the  bottom  of  the  glen  on  both  (ides,  which  renders  it  aImo(t 
inaccelEble  on  every  fide  \  the  entry,  then,  being  by  a  draw- 
bridge, which  was  let  di^wn  or  taken  up  as  occafion  requir- 
ed. The  banks  of  the  glens,  on  both  fides,  are  beautifully  a- 
dorned  with  natural  woods,  which  nearly  cover  the  faces  of 
the  rugged  rocks  with  which  this  romantic  fcene  is  inter- 
fpcrfed.  It  is  almoft  furrounded  with  hills.  Immediately 
behind  it,  is  the  hill  called  the  White  Wifp ;  which  fo  much 
overtops  all  its  fellowa,  that  it  furni(he6  a  rich  and  extenfive 
profpe^t.    From  this  elevated  fituation,  looking  towards  the 

South, 
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.•I. 
SooA,  may  be  fccn  the  Frith  of  Forth,  with  the  adjacent 

country,  ts  far  as  the  hill  o£  Tip'oc  In  Clydefdale.    Then 

turning  to  the  North,  one  fc.  s    '    '  '>o{l  part  of  the  (hires  of 

Perth  and  Fife,  as  far  Eaft  as  Dundee,  and  the  German  O- 

ccan;  with  the  Lothians  on  the  oppofiLe  fide  of  the  Forth. 

A  Etdc  to  the  South-Weft  of  the  White  Wifp,  is  the  place 

called  the  JTw/zAtf/,-  where,  according  to  tradition,  the 

kings  of  Scotland,  then  reGdlng  at  Dunfermline,  fat,  and 

viewed  the  hunting  of  the  wild  bears,  which  then  haunted  a- 

mongft  thefe  hills ;  whence  feveral  places,  particularly  in  the 

farm  of  Craiginnan,  immediately  above  the  Caftle,  are  named, 

feme  of  them,  the  Bears  deny  and  others,  the  Bears  Know, 

to  this  day.     Thus,  the  fcene  around  this  ancient^feat  of 

Campbell,  confiding  of  rocks,  and  woods,  and  glens,  and 

DDOuntains,  contains  a  pleadng  mixture  of  the  beautiful,  the 

pi£turefque,  aiid  the  awfully  romantic. 

Literary  Shepherd. — ^There  is  living  at  prefent  in  this  pa- 
rifh,  in  a  very  advanced  age,  a  man  who  was  bred  up,  and 
lived  merely  as  a  fliepherd,  and  who  received  only  a  common 
education ;  and  yet  pofTeiTes  a  valuable  library  of  books,  con- 
taining upwards  of  370  volumes  ;  condfting  of  folios,  quar- 
tos, o£bivos,  duodecimos,  and  decimo-quartos.  They  are  u- 
pon  many  different  fubjedis,  as  divinity,  hiftory,  travels,  voy* 
ages,  &c*  bciides  magazines  of  various  kinds,  fuchas  the  Scots, 
the  Untverfal,  and  the  Chriftian  magazines  \  a  complete  fct 
of  the  Spe^ia'tor,  Guardian,  Tatler,  Rambler,  &c.  They 
are  all  of  them  his  own  chufing  and  purchafing.  They 
are  neatly  bound,  and  kttered  on  the  back.  His  name  is 
lapoa  a  printed  ticket,  and  pafted  on  the  infide  of  the  board 
of  each  volume ;  with  a  mark,  generally  of  blue  paper,  cut  on 
pvrpofe,  and  placed  in  each  volume,  to  prevent  folding  in  the 
leaves.  The  books  are  all  clean,  and  in  excellent  order.  Be- 
Y  2  fides 
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£des  thefcy  he  hafa  feveral  volames  of  pamphlctst  &€.  lying 
in  numbers  unbound.  ^J^is  frame  is  John  Christie:  he 
was  born  in  this  pari(h|  ^^  japtized  on  the  12th  of  O£lober 
171 2,  and  has  lived  in  it  from  his  infancjf.  His  brother  WiU 
Kam,  and  his  fifter  Margaret,  who  are  a  few  years  yoiinger, 
live  in  the  (ame  houfe  with  him^  and  all  ^e  three  rexn;iin 
unmarried. 

General  Charaffer^  &c. — ^Thc  people  are  fober,  regular,  antj 
indudrious  in  their  different  profeflions  and  employments  ; 
and  live  in  peace  and  harmony  with  one  another.  The  com- 
mon employment  of  the  women,  except  fuch  as  arc  engaged 
with  farmers  for  husbandry  work,  is  that  of  fpining  wool  for 
,the  manufafturers  in  Stirling,  Bannockburn,  &c.  They  all 
enjoy,  in  their  refpe£live  (lations,  a  reafonable  fliare  of  the  con- 
veniences and  comforts  of  life ;  and  fome  feem  well  contented 
with  the  condition  in  which  Providence  has  placed  them. 
They  arc  much  of  the  ordinary  fize,  and  fpeak  the  EngliOi 
language  tolerably  well,  without  any  remarkable  provincial 
dialed^. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER    XL 

PARISH   Of    MORDINGTON. 

{0)UNrT0F  Berwick,  Presbytert  of  Chirnside,  Synoo 
OP  Merse  and  Teviotdale.) 

By  the  Rev.  M  George  Drummond,  Minister* 


Situatko,  Form,  Exitnt^  Ereilkni  Eljmtihgy^  b^. 

HIS  pariih  is  fituated  in  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Berwick.  Its  borders  arc  waflied  on  the  South  by  the 
ri?er  Whitaddcr,  and  on  the  Eaft  by  the. German  Ocean, 
near  which  it  joins  the  lands  belonging  to  the  town  of  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed,  commonly  called  Berwick  Bounds.  Its 
form  is  irregular,  much  refembling  the  letter  g. — Its  length 
from  S.  to  N.  is  between  3  and  ^  miles  ;  its  breadth  towards 
the  northern  extremity  is  above  two '  miles,  though  at  one 
place,  towards  the  South,  it  is  only  the  breadth  of  the  mini- 
llei's  glebe,  which  is  all  that  feparates  the  pari(h  of  Foulden 
from  the  Berwick  bounds.  Its  oiiginal  extent  was  very  fmall, 
confifting  only  of  the  barony  of  Mordington,  and  the  eftate 
of  Edrington,  till  the  year  1650 ;  when  the  lands  of  Lammer- 
ton,  (of  much  greater  extent  than  the  whole  of  what  before 

that 
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that  period  conftituted  the  parifh,)  were  disjoined  from  the 
parifh  of  Ayton,  and  annexed  to  Mordlngton.  Lammcrtoa 
had  originally  been  either  a  feparate  paii(b|  or  a  chapel  of 
cafe  to  Ayton-  ♦  The  building  in  which  public  wordip 
was  performed  dill  remains^  and  is  now  the  burying  place 
of  the  family  of  Lamcrton.  The  writer  of  this  article  has 
not  been  able  to  learn  the  etymology  of  Mordington.  Lam-' 
mertw  is  probably  derived  from  the  French,  la  mer,  exprcf- 
five  of  its  (ituation,  being  immediately  on  the  fea  fide» 

Surface  and  Soil. — On  the  South,  towards  the  rircr  Whit- 
adder,  the  ground  is  flat,  and  rifes  by  a  gentle  and  gradual 
afcent  to  the  North,  for  more  than  half  the  length  of  the 
parifli }  when  it  attains  a  very  confiderable  elevation  above 
the  level  of  the^fea,  to  which  the  lands  again  gradually  d^£- 
cend  on  the  eaft  of  this  ridge.  For  fame  fpace  from  the 
Whitadder^the  foil  ts  a  ftiff-cJay,  well  adapted  for  wheat 
and  beans  ;  from  thence  to  the  fea  fide,  the  l^d  is  a  light 
loam,  on  a  rotten  rocky  bottom,  which  renders  it  excellent 
for  raiCng  turnips  and  found  for  grazing  ilieep.  The  moft 
elevated  part  of  the  ridge  is  thin  and  pppr,  though  the  great- 
eft 

*  The  chorch  or.chtpel  of  Lammcston,  is  ooted  to  have  been  the  place 
where  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland  wai  married  to  Maroarbt,  daughter 
of  Henrt  VII.  of  England,  in  the  year  1503 ;  which  par^d  the  way  for  the 
happy  Union;  firA,  of  the  two  Crownt>  and  afterwardi  of  the  two  luagdoDi. 
Some  alkdge,  that  it  was  built  on  pnrpofe  for  the  celebration  of  that  nttr* 
riage.  A  tradition  has  long  prevailed  in  this  part  of  the  country,  that,  on  ac. 
count  of  the  ceremony  of  his  marriage  having  been  performed  in  this  chapel^ 
the  King  of  Scotland  granted  to  the  clergyman  of  this  parifli,  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrst  in  all  time  coming,  the  liberty  oi  marrying  pco^U  vfitbout  prtihmotUn 
0fbannt, '  It  does  not  appear,  however,  from  any  of  the  fiiftoriet  of  thcfe 
times,  which  tlie  author  has  confultedj  that  there  i«  any  foundation  for  t)ui 
tradition. 
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tft  paTt  of  it  has  been  plowed,  and  it  feems  all  capable  of  cul- 
tiTstion. 

Climate  and  Seafons. — The  dfyncfs  of  the  foil,  and  its  vi- 
cinity to  the  fca,  render  the  air  pure  and  healthy,  and  occa- 
fion  a  quick  and  early  vegetation.  There  are  no  difeafes  pe- 
culiar to  this  diftri£t.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  parifii,  as  in 
moft  of  the  flat  grounds  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  ague 
was  formerly  prevalent  among  the  lower  clafles  of  the  peo- 
pla.  The  caufe  of  that  diftemper,  which  arofe  chiefly  from 
the  exhalation  of  the  vapours  from  the  (lagnated  water,  in 
wet  and  marfliy  grounds,  being  now  in  a  great  meafurc  re- 
moved, by  the  mode  that  is  fo  generally  adopted  through  this 
county  of  draining  and  incloflng  the  fields,  the  difeafe  is 
Icfe  frequent.  And  the  fame  reafon  may  perhaps  be  given 
far  the  decreafe  of  comfumptive  complaints,  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  lower  parts  of  Berwiclc-ftiirc.  The  prejudices 
of  the  country  people  in  this  quarter,  agamft  inoculation  for 
the  fmall-pox,  are  gradually  wearing  away ;  and  consequently 
that  diftemper  is  becoming  much  more  mild,  and  lefs  def- 
truAive  than  formerly.  Though  the  inhabitants  in  general 
are  healthy  and  robuft,  yet  there  have  not  been  many  re- 
markable ioftances  of  longevity  in  this  parifh.  Some  howe- 
ver have  appeared* 

Agriculture. — The  fituation  of  this  diftrifk,  as  well  as  the 
foil  of  a  very  confiderable  of  it,  is  peculiarly  favourable  to 
the  purpofes  of  agriculture  ;  the  lands,  in  general,  being  of 
a  dry  and  manageable  foil,  which  the  ikilful  farmer  can  turn 
to  the  greateft  advantage  -,  and  the  climate  being  fo  favourable, 
that  grain  of  every  kind,  even  in  the  lateft  and  nloft  back- 
waid  feafons,  is  commonly  brought  to  full  maturity.  Be- 
fides  which,  it  has  the  command  of  two  of  the  beft  and 

moft 
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mod  ufeful  manures',  lime  and  dung  ;  both  of  which  are  to 
be  got  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Berudck,  which  is 
only  4  miles  diftant,  Thcfe  local  advantages  hare  not  been 
unattended  to,  by  tbofe  perfoils  who  occupy  the  lands.  Great 
(]uantitie6  of  li  ne  are  annually  bought,  and  are  employed 
both  in  improving  the  wade  lands,  a;id  in  manuring  thofe 
that  arc  already  improved.  And  even  dung  is  now  begin- 
ning to  be  brought  in  conHderAble  quantities  from  Berwick, 
a  practice  which,  if  perfevered  in,  mud  in  time  greatly  add 
to  the  fertility  of  the  foil  j  and,  notwithftanding  the  cxpence, 
with  which  the  purchafing  and  driving  of  it  is  attended,  will, 
without  doubt,  ultimately  turn  out  to  the  advantage  both  of 
the  proprietors  and  tenants. 

Produce  and  Exports. — ^Nor  is  Icfs  attention  paid  to  the 
management  than  to  the  manuring  of  the  lands*  Unfetter* 
ed  by  thofe  prejudices,  and  that  obilinate  attachment  to  an* 
cient  cuftoms,  which  are  fo  great  a  bar  to  cultivation,  and 
have  fo  much  retarded  the  progrefs  of  agriculture  in  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  a  fpirit  of  improvement  as  well  as-of  induf- 
try  is  difcernible  among  the  farmers  in  this  ahd  thft  neigh-- 
bouring  pari(he& :  In  confequence  of  which,  every  fpecies 
both  of  white  and  green  crops  are  raifed,  and,  in  general,  in 
the  greateft  perfeftion  ;  particularly  barley,  oats,  pcafe,  tur* 
nips,  and  ariiftcial  grailes.  Though  the  foil  is,  in  many  pla«» 
CCS,  fuitaWe  for  wheat  and  beans,  yet  they  are  raifed  in  fmaU 
ler  quantities  than  the  other  "kinds  of  grain  *,  probably  be^ 
caufe  the  former  doe^j  not  fo  readily  fall  in  with  a  rotation, 
in  which  green  crops  are  chiefly  (ludied,  and  becaule  there 
is  not,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  a  ready  market  for  the  lat- 
ter. Potatoes  are  raifed  not  only  for  home  confumption,  bat 
great  quantities  from  this  neighbourhood  are  al(b  annually 
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fliippcd  at  Berwick,  and  fent  to  London,  NtwcaRle,  and  drf- 
fcient  parts  of  york-fliire.  This  pirifti  alfo  produces  a  much 
j^rcater  quantity  of  grain,  than  is  fafficient  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  its  inhabitants,  which  is  cither  difpofcd  of  in  Berwick, 
where  it  generally  meets  with  a  ready  market,  or  fold  to 
the  mill<frs  in  the  neighbourhood,  many  of  whom  carry  bn  a 
great  trade  in  meal,  barley,  &c. 

Turnip  Husbandry. ~Yht  time  of  fowing  and  reaping  the 
diiFcreut  kinds  of  grain,  is  the  fame  with  that  of  mod  of 
the  other  pariflies  in  the  lower  part  of  Bcrwick^'fhire,  with 
the  advantage  of  being  as  early  as  any  of  ihem.  Turnips 
are  generally  fown  from  the  end  of  May  to  the  beginning  of 
Jul  v.  Though  they  are  fometimes  fown  in  what  is  calkd 
hrcaJ-cq/fy  that  is  on  ridges  made  up  in  the  fame  manner  a^ 
thofe  on  which  barley,  oats,  or  any  other  grain  are  common- 
ly fown ;  yet  they  are  more  frequently  raifed  on  drills,  from 
24  to  30  inches  wide.  This  latter  method  is  prefened,  on 
account  of  its  giving  an  opportunity  for  horfc  hoeing,  and 
thus  occafioning  lefs  manual  labour,  and  confequently  left 
txpcnce  in  thinning  and  cletning  them. '  When  they  are 
brought  to  maturity,  which  k  generally  about  the  month  of 
October,  they  are  made  ufe  of  for  feeding  cattle  and  (heep, 
either  on  the  grounds  on  which  they  are  raifed,  or  on  neigh- 
bouring grafs  fields,  into  which  they  are  carried ;  or  they  arc 
brought  home  for  the  purpofe  of  feeding  black  cattle  in 
houfts  or  (hades.  On  the  light  and  dry  foil,  the  feeding  of 
fticcp  on  the  ground  where  the  turnips  grow,  is  reckoned  a 
mod  valuable  improvement,  as  the  land,  loofe  and  friable, 
both  by  nature  and  by  the  frequent  plowing  neceflary  for  raif- 
ing  the  turnips,  attains,  from  the  conftant  trampling  of  the 
ileep,  a  fubftance  and  folidity  which  makes  it  highly  fit   for 
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plowing  ;  and  from  the  great  quantity  of  dang  kft  on  the 
furface,  infurcs  a  luxuriant  crop  of  grain  and  hay  in  the  fol- 
lowing years.  When  the  t  urnips  are  brought  home  for  feeding 
catde  in  the  ftall,  they  likewife  become  a  ufeful  and  a  valua- 
ble crop,  not  only  frcm  the  immediate  profit  which  arifes 
from  them,  bur  alfo  from  the  great  return  of  manure  which 
they  afford  for  fuccef  ding  crops.  From  the  favourable  na- 
ture of  the  foil,  the  turnip*husbandry  is  conduficd  on  an 
extenfive  fcale  in  this,  and  many  of  the  neighbouring  parishes. 
And  as  great  attention  is  paid  to  the  cultivation^  fo  great 
improvements  have  of  late  been  made  in  the  con(lru£tion  of 
the  utendls  iox  (owing  and  for  facilitating  the  operations  of 
the  husbandman,  in  rearing  this  ufeful  plant.  The  greated 
etjcmy  to  the  culture  of  turnips,  is  a  fmall  infedl,  which  in 
£ze  and  fhape  very  much  refembles  the  flea.  It  commonly 
attacks  the  plants  at  a  very  early  period,  immediately  after 
they  begin  to  vegetate ;  and  in  fome  feafons  makes  fuch 
dreadful  havock  among  them,  as  not  only  to  injure,  but  fre- 
quently totally  to  deftroy  the  crop.  The  bed  remedy  againfl: 
this  evil  is  to  fow  them  early  and  very  thick  ;  4  lib.  at  lead 
or  5  lib  of  feed  to  the  EngllOi  acre*  This  feems  a  method 
well  calculated  to  infure  a  crop  of  turnips.  The  fly  feldom 
remains  many  days  on  the  ground,  and  when  fudi  a  quanti- 
ty of  feed  is  fown,  though  the  firft  growth  may  be  deftroyed^ 

'  yet  as  every  fucceeding  (hower,  or  even  dewy  nighty  for  aton- 
liderable  time,  occafions  a  freih  vegetation  of  feed  that  has 
been  buried  deeper  in  the  ground  ;  it  is  next  to  a  certainty 
that  iomt  one  of  thefe  growths  will  efcape  the  ravages  of  the 
fly,  and  produce  a  fuflSciently  plentiful  crop.  Many  have 
been  the  inllances  of  the  propriety  of  this  theory,  in  this  pa- 

rifli,  within  thefe  few  years.  In  their  more  advanced  ftatc, 
turnips  are  in  fome  fe^ifons  attacked  by  a  caterpillar.  Though 
the  injury  which  they  receive  from  it  is  frequently  conCdera- 

ble^ 
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blcj  yet  It  is  feldom  fo  great  as  to  occafion  a  total  failure  of 
the  crop. 

Swedt/b  Turnip. — It  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place  to 
mention  tkat  the  Rata  Baga^  or  the  Swedi/h  turnips  has  been 
cultivated  with  confidcrable  fucccfs  by  the  two  heritors  of  this 
parifli.     In  a    country  like  this,  where  ftock  occupies  fo 
mudi  attention,  and  renders  fuch  benefit  to  the  fainier, 
fome  root  or  plant  feems  wanting  to  give  to  the  cattle, 
between  the  time  that  the  turnips  begin  to  flioot,  and  of 
courfe,  to  ceafe  to  a&rd  nouriihrnent,  a$d  the  coming  in  of 
the  grafs*     The  ruia  haga  feems  admirably  calculated  ioff 
that  purpofe.     For  befides  being  later  of  (hooting  than  the 
turnip,  it  lofes  not  its  nutritive  qualities  after  it  has  fiiot,  but 
fttains  ad  its  juices  and  folidity  :    Whereas  it  is  well  known 
that  a  tarnip,  after  it  has  put  forth  its  flower,  becomes  dry, 
light,  and  reedy,  and  in  every  rcfpe£l  finfit  for  feeding  cither 
cattle  or  (heep.    Horfes  too  feen;  very  fond  of  it ;  and  one  cf 
die  gentlemen  above  alluded  to,  has  this  winter  given  them  to 
his  out-lying  young  horfes,  who  eat  them  with  great  eagcr- 
nefs.    He  was  led  to  try  this  experiment,  fiom  obfervxng 
that  when  thefe  young  horfes  broke  out  of  the  field,  they 
confbntly  fed  on  the  rata  Baga,  though  in  the  fame  field 
there  was  a  large  quantity  of  turnips,  which  they  never  of- 
fered to  touch.     Another  extraordinary  quality  of  the  ruta 
haga  is,  that  it  feems  impoi&ble  to  make  it  rot ;  thougb  bit  or 
trod  upon  by  cattle  or  horfes,  it  never  rots,  but  whatcr er  part 
of  the  root  is  left,  nay,  if  feooped  out  to  the  (hell,  it  remains 
perfe£kly  frefh,  and  in  fpring  puts  out  a  new  ftein.    It  is 
needleft  to  obferve  that  the  oppofite  of  this  obtains  with 
the  turnip.   The  culture  too  of  this  valuable  root  isperfeAly 
£mple  :  ,When  firft  attempted  in  this  pariih,  the  ^tlemen 
Y  2  followed 


1 8o  Siatijiical  Account 

followed  the  rules  hid  down  in  the  nev8-papers»  tiz.  Raifing 
the  plants  in  a  hot;  bed,  and  then  tranfplanting  them  into 
the  field.  This  method  never  anfwered ;  they  rofe  to  no  fize  ; 
but  on  their  tryiog  them  by  th^^fecd  fown  in  the  field,  and 
nianaged  in  every  refpefl  the  fame  as  turmps,  (only  fown  a 
month  earlier)  all  their  expe£)ation$  were  gratified,  and 
good  crops  followed*  Both  roots  and  leaves  are  alfo  excel-  . 
lent  for  culinary  piirpofes  -,  and  for  th^t  caufe,  numbers  of 
people  in  this  neighbourhood  now  raife  a  few  in  their  gar- 
dens for  tlie  pot.  Before  concluding  this  article,  it  is  uorth 
mentioning,  as  an  example  of  what  feeding  will  do,  when 
carried  on  according;  to  the  above  fyftemj  by  a  conftant  fuc- 
ceflion  of  green  food :  There  is  an  ox  at  prefent  in  the  parifh, 
bred  by  one  of  the  heritors,  which,  though  only  4  years  old, 
is  allowed  by  ail  jvidges  to  be  above  an  hundred  (tones 
\freight ;  i.  e.  the  weight  of  the  four  quarters  only.  He  nc- 
\er  has  been  houfed,  and  never  got  any  thing  but  turnips, 
grafs,  and  a  little  hay.  His  dam,  when  in  calf  of  him,  ^as 
bought  for  6 1.  Sterling* 

RoiatUn  0/ Crops  —The  ufual  rotation  of  t^ops  is,  firft  oats, 
then  turnips ;  after  thcfe,  barley  with  grafs  feeds,  which 
makes  the  fuccecding  crops  hay ;  and  the  ground,  upon  which 
it  is  raifed,  is  commonly  allowed  to  remain  in  grafs  for  paf- 
ture  fome  years ;  after  which  it  is  again  taken  up^  and  ma- 
naged according  to.  the  above  rotation.  Two  crops  of  pats 
are  fometimes  allowed  after  the  land  has  lain  long  in  grafs  : 
But  in  no  other  cafe  are  two  white  crops  allowed  to  iucceed 
each  other,  and  the  tenants  are  fcldom  permitted  to  have 
more  than  the  half  of  their  lands  in  tillage.  Wheat  is  gene- 
rally fovi^  on  the  ftrong  clay  lands  after  plain  fallow  ;  and  on 
the  dry  grounds  it  is  fometimes  fown  after  clover,  ley,  andfome 
times  on  the  lands  where  the  turnip  crop  has  failed.  There  is 
I.  .  *  always 
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always,  however,  a  great  proportion  of  the  lands  in  grafe ;  and 
as  the  fields  are  generally  laid  down  in  good  order,  they  not  on^ 
ly  afford  greater  profit  to  the  farmer  in  this  ftate,  tlun  he 
could  derive  from  the  foanty  produce  of  a  conftat^t  fucceflion 
of  com  crops,  but  alfo  amply  repay  him  for  the  reft  he  gives 
them,  by  the  luxuriant  crops  which  they  yield  when  taken  up, 
after  having  been  paftured  for  fome  years.  By  this  mode  of 
management,  to  which  the  tenants  are  bound  down  in  their 
leafes,  the  lands  are  i^ot  only  kept  clean,  and  freed  from  thofe 
noxious  weeds,  which  are  fo  prejudicial  to  the  grain  fowa,  or 
the  plants  raifed  on  them,  but  are  alfo  prevented  from  being 
ioipoveriihed.by  over-cropping. 

River y  Fi/bf  and  Mills • — ^The  river  Whitadder,  which  wafli- 
es  the  fottthem  boundary  of  this  paiifh  abounds  in  trouts, 
eels,  &c.  An4  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  large  quanti- 
ties of  falmon,  and  falmon  trouts,  come  up^  which  afford  good 
fport  to  the  anglers.  In  fpawning  time,  great  numbers  of 
falmon  go  up  the  river,  even  almoft  to  its  fource,  to  depoflt 
their  fpawn«  Till  of  late  years,  great  havock  ufed  to  be  made 
among  them  at  that  feafon,  by  the  country  people  \  but  fince 
the  paffmg  an  a£l  of  the  Legiflature,  for  preferving  the  filh  in 
the  river  Tweed  and  the  ((reams  running  into  it,  thcfe  prac- 
tices have  been  greatly  checked,  by  the  exertions  of  the  magif- 
trates  and  proprietors,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  valuable 
fifiunga  on  the  Tweed.  On  the  eftate  of  Edington,  befides  a 
mill  for  othor  kinds  of  grain,  there  are  two  mills  for  grinck 
ing  wheat,  in  which  about  300  bolls  are  every  week  made 
into  flour. 

Coaft^and  Sea  Fi/b. — Oathe  coaft,  which,  towards  the  Eafl 

of  the  pariib,  is  very  bold  and  rocky,  there  are  abundance  of 

'  all 
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ad!  die  kinds  of  fiih  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Frith  of  Forth,  which  are  fold  at  very  reafonable  rates* 
Lobfters  and  crabs  are  in  plenty,  but  there  are  no  oyflcrs  or 
mcifcles*  Zlie  lobfters  are  almoft  all  carried  to  London  by 
fcnacks  that  come  along  the  coaft  for  that  purpofe,  at  ftated 
mtenr^lsw 

Mimraby  Game^  &V.-^In  the  rocks  on  the  coaft,  great 
quantitiesof  lime^ftone  are  to  be  found,  though  not  of  a 
good  quality  c  Coal  and  iron  ore  alfo  make  their  appearance, 
and  immenfe  Uocks  of  free-ftone  of  the  (ineft  for^.  The 
ufual  kinds  of  game,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  lower 
parts  of  Berwick-(hire,  are  here  in  great  plenty.  On  the 
higher  grounds  in  this  parifh,  dotterels  are  fuppofed  to  ap- 
pear fooncT  than  on  shy  parts  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland. 
Woodcocks  are  often  found  in  the  early  part  of  the  feafon^ 
poor,  weak,  andezhaufted,  probably  from  their  long  flight 
acTofs  the  German  Ocean. 

Population. — If,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  the  monopoly  of 
farms,  and  the  abridgement  of  labour,  in  confequenceof  the 
improved  ftate  of  agriculture,  uniformly  operate  to  the 
diminiftiing  the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  certainly  the  de- 
creafe  of  the  population  of  this  pari(h  ought  of  late  years  to 
hare  been  confiderable  ;  as  the  whole  lands,  except  vAnt  are 
in  the  poffeflion  of  the  proprietors  are,  at  prefent,  farmed  by 
three  tenants,  one  of  whom  is  not  refident,  but  farms  to  ;i 
confiderable  extent  In  a  neighbouring  pari(h.  From  anyen^ 
quirics,  however,  which  the  incumbent  has  made,  he  doe^ 
not  find  that  the  dccreafe  has  been  fo  great  as  might  have 
been  expe£ted.  And  he  (hould  imagine,  that,  if  a  full  invefti- 
gatxon  were  made  of  the  matter,  there  would  be  lefs  caufe 
than  is  generally  fuppofed,  for  regretting  that  union  of  farms^ 

which 
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which  now  fo  generally  prevails  in  this  and  many  <tther 
parts  of  Scotland.    It  would  indeed  be  unlucky,  if  a  mode 
of  farming,  which  mud  be  allowed  greatly  to  increafe  the 
mod  u&ful  and  moft  neceiTary  commodities  of  a  country, 
(hould  have  a  tendency  to  diminifh  the  number  of  its  inha- 
bitants.    For  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that  by  the  prefeat 
fyftem  of  hufbandryj  which  prevails  in  thi^  part  of  the  coun« 
try,  the  grounds  produce  a  much  greats  quantity  of  every 
fpecies  of  grain,  and  aSbrd  fuftenance  to  double  the  number 
of  cattle,  iheep,  and  (lock  of  every  kind,  than  they  did  be- 
fore this  mode  was  adopted.     Its  being  carried  on  by  fewer 
hands,  in  confequence  of  the  abridgement  of  labour,  and  a 
greater  proportion   of  the  lands  being  .thrown  into  grafs, 
though  it  muft  no  doubt  diminiOi  the  number  of  the  people 
employed  in  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and  in  many  pa- 
riihes,  where  that  forms  the  (ble  employment  of  the  inhabi* 
unts,  render  fuch  parifhes  lefs  populous ;  y.et  it  does  not 
follow,  as  a  juft  inference  from  thence,  that  the  mimber  of 
inhabitants  in  the  country  at  large  is  thereby  diminiibed^   It 
has  only  the  eSe£t  of  making  the  fup^rfluous  hands  betake 
themfelves  to  other  occupations,  and  thus  become  the  means 
of  iocrcafing  the  number  of  our  manu£a6iurers,  and  furniih- 
ing  labourers  for  other  ufeful  and  important  purpofes  i  fuch 
as  making  and  repairing  the  public  roads,  iaclofing  and  drain- 
ing the  fields,  &c.     Aud  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that  ^evea 
in  this  county,  where  the  monopoly  of  farms  is  perhaps  car- 
ried to  a  greater  length,  than  in  any  other  county  in  Scotland^ 
it  will  be  found,  when  the  extent  of  its  whole  population  is  as- 
certained, that  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  b  rather  increaf- 
ed  than  diminiOied  :  And  that  the  diminution  in  many  of  the 
parochial  diftri£ls,  from  the  caufes  above  mentioned,  is  more 
than  counter-balanced  by  the  additional  increafe  in  the  towns 
and  villages.    This  reafoning  will  appear  tlie  more  conclo- 

five. 
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five,  when  the  hfk  is  ftatcd,  that  the  population,  whatever 
dccreafe  k  may  have  fuffered  within  thcfc  20  years,  is  afta- 
ally  nigh  doubled,  fincc  the  late  eminent  Dr  Wcbftcr  made 
up  his  eflimate  of  the  whole  population  of  Scotland : 
For  the  number  of  fouls  at  prefcnt  in  the  parifli  is  335 

Whereas  the  whole  population,  in  1755,  was  only  18  f 

Hence  there  is  a  clear  increafe,  of  no  Icfs  than  154 

Of  ihefe  there  arc  males,                     -                -  I48 

— — females,                 -                 -  187 

The  number  of  families  is  exaflly                  -  .62 

Employments. — Like  mod  pf  the  other  pariflies  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Berwick,  the  chief  employment  of  its  inhabitants^  is 
httfbandry.  'Till  of  late,  there  were  indeed  two  manufac- 
tures carried  on  within  the  bounds  of  the  parifh,  though 
none  of  them  on  an  extenHre  fcale,  the  one  a  (larch,  and  the 
other  a  foap  manufacture.  They  are  both,  however,  given 
up,  at  lead  for  the  prefent.  Beiidcs  thofe  employed  in  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture,  there  are,  as  in  all  other  country  pa- 
riflies, a  few  who  follow  fuch  mechanical  occupations,  as  are 
requiiite  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants ;  fuch  as 
{owners  and  fmiths,  for  manufacturing  the  utenfils  of  huf- 
bandry — tailors,  weavers,  &c.  There  is  one  fifliing  boat 
belonging  to  the  parifli,  which  gives  employment  to  5  fifticr- 
men,  who  are  as  a£tive  and  induftrious  as  any  in  this  part  of 
the  coaft. 

Pricis  of  Labour.-^Thc  wages  of  men  fervants  who  get 
their  board  in  the  houfe,  arc  from  7I.  to  81  a  year  ;  of  wo- 
men fervants,  from  3I.  to  4I.  Servants  who  have  families, 
and  live  in  feparate  houfes,  are  not  paid  in  money,  but  re- 
ceive a  certain  quantity  of  meal  or  grain,  have  a  cow  grazed, 

their 
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their  coals  brought  home,  and  feveral  other  perquifites,  the 
whole  of  which  may  amount  to  i61.  a  year.  Day-labooreid 
commonly  receive  is.  4d.  per  day  in  fummer^and  is.  in  win-* 
ter,  except  in  hay-time>  and  during  harveil,  when  there  is  a 
coniiderabie  advance  in  their  wages.  Thofe  who  take  work 
by  the  piece  generally  earn  a  confidef  able  deal  more.  There 
has,  for  thefe  fome  years  paft,  been  a  gradual  life  on  the  price 
of  labour  for  weeding  turnips,  probably  owing  to  the  gradu« 
al  eitenfion  of  the  turnip-hufbandryj  which  requires  a  j^rcat- 
tt  number,  and  confequently  makes  a  greater  demand  for  la« 
bourers.  The  wages  arc  now  lod,  per  day ;  whereas,  a  few 
years  ago,  they  feldom  exceeded  6d.  This  fpecies  of  labour 
is  generally  performed  by  wooieh  and  boys^  who  are  very 

expert  at  it. 

« 

Rmis. — >The  great  poit  road  from  Edinburgh  to  London^ 
by  Berwick  and  Newcaftle,  runs  through  the  Eaft  fide  of  this 
parifli.  The  road  from  Diinfe  to  Berwick  pafles  through 
the  South  part  of  it.  This,  as  well  as  all  the  other  great  and 
leading  roads  through  Berwick  (hhre,  is  made  and  repaired 
by  the  money  which  is  levied  at  toll-bars,  which  have  lately 
been  ere£led.  The  inftitution  of  turnpikes  has  been  of  the 
greateft  utility  to  this  country.  Formerly,  the  roads  were  of- 
ten in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  to  render  impoffible,  either  for  car^ 
riages  or  horfj^s  to,  get  through  ;  whereas,  there  is  how  ari 
open  and  an  eafy  communication,  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,- 
far  horfes  and  carriages  ot  every  defcription.  The  cfofe 
roads  are  alfo  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  improvement  $  fhey  are 
made  and  np-held  by  the  ftatute  labour,  which  is  commuted: 

Heritcrs^  Reni^  fs^c. — Thcte  arc  only  two  heritor^  in 

thn  diftriA,  both  of  whom  rcfide.    The  real  rent  of  the  pa^ 

rifli  is  about  2oobl.  Sterling.     The  valued  rent  is  2|04^: 

iSs.  66.  Scotch.    The  monthly  cefs  is  32!.  14s.  Sd.  Scbtcfi.' 

Yot.XV.  •       A^  EhuniHi 
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Chtrrchy  School^  and  Poor.-r^Yht  church  was  built  in  the 
year  1757,  and  the  manfe  a  confiderabic  lime  before.  The 
latter  has  lately  undergone  a  complete  and  thorough  repair^ 
and  i^  now  comfortable  and  commodious.  The  (lipend  is 
paid  partly  in  money,  and  partly  in  grain  ;  the  amount  of 
the  whole,  including  the  glebe,  is,  communihus  annis,  from 
85I.  to  90I.  Alexander  Renton,  tfq;  of  Lammerton  is 
patron.  The  author  of  this  account  has  been  greatly  in- 
debted to  this  gentleman,  for  his  obliging  information  and 
afHftance  in  drawing  it  up.  The  fchooUmafter*s  falary  is 
^1.  per  annum.  The  poor  are  maintained  chiefly  by  aflefP 
ments  on  the  heritors  and  tenants,  the  coUeflions  in  the 
church  being  trifling.  Until  within  thefe  10  years,  tlierc 
never  was  a  perfon  on  the  poor's  roll.  Since  that  time  they 
have  not  been  'numerous.  At  prefent  there  arc  only  two 
that  receive  a  weekly  aliment, 

>^////^«///Vj.— Monuments  of  antiquity  arc  not  very  numerous 
in  this  parifli :  We  have,  however,  a  camp  of  conflderable  ex- 
tent, which,  from  its  form,  is  unqueflionably  Danifli.  It  h 
(ituated  on  the  N.  W.  extremity  of  the  parifli,  and  command^ 
a  beautiful  profpeft  over  a  vaft  tra£l  of  country.  It  feems  to 
have  been  a  well  chofen  ftation  for  the  predatory  excurflons 
of  barbarous  ages,  and  alfo  for  keeping  up  a  communication 
^ith  the  fca,  from  wliich  it  is  at  no  gre*at  diftance.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  two  deep  trenches,  which  are  flill  very  entire  5 
the  mounds  of  them  feem  once  to  have  been  faced  with 
Hones,  Many  of  thcfc  ftones  have  been  carried  away  for 
diflFerent  -purpofes  :  what  is  remarkable,  a  kind  of  ft  one  has 
been  found  there,  which  is  not  to  be  feen  in  any  other  part 
of  tlic  country,  except  in  the  bed  of  the  river  Whitadder, 
from  whence  they  muft  have  been  brought,  a  diftance  of 
near  4  milesi  and  all  up-hillj  which  in  thofe  days  muft  have 

been 
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been  a  work  of  much  toil  ^nd  labour.  The  hill  on  which 
the  camp  ftands  is  called  Hah  or  Hobchejler.  A  little  to  the 
South-Eail  of  this  camp  is  a  hill  of  no  great  height,  but  rifing 
abruptly,  on  which  feveral  unfortunate  women  were  burnt 
for  witch-craft,  fo  late  as  the  beginning  of  this  century.  It 
is  ftill  called  the  Whelms  Know  §.  Edington  Castle,  the 
ruins  of  which  now  (how  its  former  (Irength,  alfo  demands 
our  notice.  It  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Whittadder, 
near  the  fouthem  extremity  of  the  pariQi,  on  a  fteep  rock, 
totally  inaccefiible  from  the  Weft  *,  at  the  foot  of  which  the 
river  flows.  In  feudal  times^  it  was  an  excellent  protection 
4gainft  the  inroads  and  depredations  of  our  neighbours,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed.  It  has  been  a  folid  and  fub- 
(lantial  building,  as  what  remains  of  the  walls  are  cpmpofed 
^f  immenfe  ^ftones,  ftrongly  cemented  together. 

Advantages  and  Di/advantjiges. — ^The  advantages,  attending 
the  fituation  of  this  parifli,  greatly  overbalance  any  difadyan- 
•  tages  to  which  it  may  be  liable.  Situated  Within  4  miles 
pf  Berwick,  (to  which  there  is  an  excellent  road,)  the  in- 
habitants can  with  great  eafe  procure  whatever  may  be  want- 
'cd,  eijther  for  convenience  or  luxury.  There  alfo  they  find 
a  ready  market  for  whatever  they  have  to  difpofe  of ;  the 
farmer,  in  fome  degree,  for  his  fat  ftock  of  every  denomina- 
tion, and  always  for  his  corn  ;  and  the  cottager  for  his  eggs, 
butter,  cheefe,  or  fowls.  And,  in  hke  manner,  they  can  be 
fupplied  with  whatever  they  ftand  in  need  of,  as  well  and  as 
cheap  in  Berwick,  as  in  any  place  in  the  North  of  England. 
Whatever  elfe  the  farmer  has  to  difpofe  of,  he  there  meets 

A  a  2  with 

$  The  fpot  OD  which  the  execution  took  place  was  plainly  to  be  fcen  a* 
Knit  4  years  ago,  but  it  now  plowed  cp  and  cropped  with  the  reft  of  the  field ; 
a  fort  of  foperftitioiii  veneration  for  die  fpot,  where  human  blood  had  bepi 
&cd|  fcems  to  have  preferved  it  for  many  yean. 
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with  his  buyers,  'whether  it  be  wopl,  cattle  or  flieep ;  Ber^ 
wick  being  on  the  Rraight  road  to  Morpeth,  Sunderland  and 
Shields,  the  great  marts  of  our  (lock  \  and  Yorkftiire,  in  the 
fame  way,  for  our  wool ;  the  jobbers  in  thefe  dificrent  articles 
repair  thitfier  at  particular  feafons,  and  carry  off  whatever  wc 
have  to  part  widi. '  fis  difficult  then  to  fay,  what  would  tneKo- 
rate  the  fituation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pariOi.  Fuel  pre- 
fents  itfelf  as  the  readied  means  of  making  their  ftate  more 
comfortable.  At  prefent  they  are,  His  true,  7  miles  from  coals  ; 
but  as  it  is  good  road,  and  the  tenants  drive  fo  many  loads  to 
each  cottager,  this  inconvenience  is  the  Icfs  felt,  more  efpc- 
cially  as  die  prime  coft  is  very  moderate.  But  there  is  a  rca- 
fonable  hope  that  even  this  drawback  may  (hortly  be  remor- 
el ;  as  there  is  no  doubt,  that,  on  the  nonhem  jCKtremity  of 
the  paqlh,  there  is  a  workable  coal,  which,  it  is  underftood^ 
the  proprietor  intends  ere  long  to  open  up,  and  which  will  be 
of  the  grcatcft  benefit  to  the  pariOi,  as  well  as  to  the  nei^- 
bourhood. 

CharaBer, — Actuated  by  a  fcnfc  of  thcfe  advantages,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  parilh  are  indudrious,  frugal  and  orderly, 
fubmiflive  to  the  laws,  and  attentive  to  the  wifh  of  their  fu- 
periors.  No  inhabitant  has  been  convifled  of  a  crime  be- 
fore a  Court  of  Juftice,  in  the  memory  of  man.  And' what 
(hews  the  regularity  of  their  coadiid  in  the  moft  confpicu- 
pus  light,  is,  that  in  July  1792,  when  the  moft  atrocious  riots 
prevailed  in  this  county,  on  account  of  the  inftitution  of 
turnpikes,  not  one  inhabitant  of  this  parifh  was  earned  be- 
fore a  magiftrate,  or  even  fufpeQed  of  being  concerned  in 
thofe  (hameful  enormities  which  difgraced  the  county : 
though  perhaps  the  burden,  (if  there  be  any,)  falls  heavieft 
on  them,  being  fituated  at  the  eaftcrn  extremity  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  though  they,  who  pay  toll,  do  not  travel  ten  yards  on 
^he  roadj  on  their  way  to  Berwick. 
NUMBER. 
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NUMBER   XII. 
PARISH   OF   TILLIC6ULTRY. 

(County  ofClackman>»an,^  Presbytery  of  DiiM^bLANS, 
Synod  of  Perth  And  Stirling.)  ' 

By  the  Rev.MK.  WilliJLm  Osbdwt,  Mznijter. 
Etytnohgj  of  the  Name^ 


HE  origin  of  the  name  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  Cac- 
He,  and  Tillicoultry  compounded  of  the  three  words,*2V///VA, 
fut  ind  //>.  Thefe  words  fignify  literally,  the  mount  or  hilt 
at  the  bach  of  the  country^  and  feem  to  refer  to  the  Kirk^hil!,, 
and  the  Cuninghar ;  a  rifing  ground,  which  begins  near  the 
houfe  of  Tillicoultry  and  the  old  kirk.,  and  runs  in  a  S.  E. 
dire&ion  till  it  reaches  flie  Dovan.  Thb  rifing  ground  has 
a  ftrikingly  romantic  appearance,  as  one  approaches  it, 
either  from  the  Eaft  or  the  Weil.  And  as  it  interfe£ls  a 
beautiful  plain,  which  begins  at  the  Abbey^Craig  near  Stirling, 
and  extends  to  Vicar's  Bridge,  it  has  juftly  been  diftinguiihed 
as  the  termination  of  the  plab,  or  ftrath.  But  the  author  of 
this  account  hopes  he  will  not  be  accufed  of  afTeftation,  if 
be  ventures  to  give  a  liatin  derivation,  and  confiders  Tillicoul- 
try as  compounded  either  of  Telltu  culta^  or  7V//ir/  cultorum 

Dfi. 
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Dei.  If  the  firft  be  adopted,  we  may  fuppofe  the  name  took 
it8  rife,  from  the  pkce  having  been  once  in  a  high  ftate  of 
cultivation,  probably  from  the  introduQion  of  the  Italian  agri- 
culture. But  if  the  fecond,  it  may  denote  tlie  refidence  of 
feme  of  the'CcrA/ff/|  or  a  place  appropriated  to  the  worfliip 
of  God,  either  by  the  Culdces  or  the  Druids.  For  on  the 
fouth  end  of  the  Cuninghar,  the  rude  remains  of  a  Druidical 
circle  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  and  on  the  north-eaft  extremity  of 
the  rifing  gr^updj  the  old  church'was  fituatcd*  The  writer 
hereof  is  no  admirer  of  the  Gaelic  ^  but  as  Gaelic  deriva- 
tions are  at  prefent  faihionable,  and  as  every  place  in  this 
country  is  fuppo&d,  by  our  learned  antiquarians^  to  have  an 
old  Gaelic  name,  he  is  afraid  little  attention  will  be  paid  to 
thefe  Laiifi  etymologies.  It  mud,  however,  be  allowed,  that 
Tillicoultry  is  no  great  corruption  of  Teilus  culta^  or  of  TeU 
l(is  cultorum  DfL 

Situatkn» — ^Tillicoultry  is  an  inland  country  parifti,  and 
^e&nts  little  uncommon  or  fplcndid  for  defcription.  It 
comprehends  a  confiderable  part  of  the  Ochils,  where  thefe 
hills  arc  highed  *,  but  the  principal  part  of  the  parifh  lies  at 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  verging  towards  the  fouth.  The  river 
Povan  wafhes  its  bapks  on  the  north. 

ylppcaraftcej  F.ornu  $5*r'. — ^Thc  appearance  of  the  parilh, 
whether  we  view  the  hills  or  the  plain,  is  beautiful  and  plea- 
fant.  A  great  part  of  the  low  ground  is  enclofcd,  and  af- 
fords a  variety  of  agreeable  landfcapes,  and  the  beauty  of  the 
fcenq  is  much  encreafcd  by  the  windings  of  the  Dovan, 
which  in  miniature  refemble  thofe  of  the  Forth,  The  fhape 
of  the  whole  pari(h  is  a  rlwmboid  or  an  oblong,  which  has 
the  two  longeil  fides  on  the  E.  and  W.  each  meafuring  al- 
inoft  6  Englifti  miles.     T  he  S.  fide  of  the  oblong  meafures 

nea^ 
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near  i\  miles,  and  the  N.  fide  one  mile*  The  low  groanda 
taken  alone  form  ^Ifo  an  oblong,  the  length  of  the  fides 
from  £•  to  W«  being  rather  more  than  2^  miles,  and  the 
breadth  from  S.  to  N.  about  i\  mile-  / 

Extent  and  EUvatkn, — Tillicoultry  confifts  of  more  than 
<^ooo  Scotch  acres,  of  which  quantity,  4000  arc  in  the 
Ochils,  and  the  remaining  200c  acres  form  the  low  arable 
ground  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  to  the  fouth  of  the  bank 
dykes.  About  xioo  or  1200  acres  of  arable  land,  by  far  the 
beft  and  moil  valuable  in  the  parifli,  lie  between  the  bank 
dykes,  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  the  loweft  part  of  the 
banks  of  Balharty  and  Coalfnaughton,  fouth  of  the  Dovan, 
and  about  800  or  900  acres  lie  fouth  of  die  river,  from  the 
foot  of  the  banks.  The  hills,  according  to  an  aftual  furvey^ 
exclafive  of  the  Mill-Glcn  farm,  contain  2902  acres.  The 
elevation  of  the  ground,  on  the  north  banks  of  the  Dovan  ; 
at  the  bridge,  is  not  more  than  20  feet,  or  at  mod  30  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  Forth,  at  fpring  tides  5  and  the  S.  W. 
corner  of  Tillicoultry,  which  approaches  neareft  to  that  river, 
is  diRant  from  it  about  3  miles.  The  ground  at  Coalfnaugh- 
ton is  near  300  feet  above  the  Dovan ;  and  at  Balharty  it  i# 
about  300  feet. 

Soil  and  Surface. — ^The  foil  is  in  general  dryfeld^  rich  In 
quality.  When  properly  taken  care  of,  it  bears  excellent 
crops,  both  of  corn  and  hay,  and  gratefully  repays  the  labour 
of  the  husbandman.  At  the  foot  of  the  hills,  the  foil  is  a 
fine  qiuck  loam,  but  not  very  deep.  The  crofts  are,  in  many 
places,  covered  with  ftones  almoft  innumerable,  fmooth  in 
their  furface,  and  in  general  twice  as  large  as  a  man's  fi(L 
They  appear  to  be  natural  to  the  foil,  and  not  brought  thi- 
ther by  any  inundation  ^  but  many  entertain  a  different  opi- 
nion 
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ntaQ«  Some  farmerd  think  them  an  advantage  to  the  crOpSy 
as  in  hot  dry  fumnners  they  keep  the  ground  noift  and  cool, 
and  in  winter  \^rm.  Vaft  quantities  have  been  gatheredt 
M^hich,  in  labouring,  proves  a  great  eafc  both  to  the  plough 
and  the  ploughman.  The  haughs,  near  the  Dovan,  prefent 
a  deep  loam  mixed  with  fand,  and  the  foil  is  very  different 
from  that  of  the  crofts.  The  farm  of  Gutters  is  in  part  clay» 
and  bears  fine  crops  of  wheat  as  weU  as  otlier  grains.  The 
lands  fouth  of  the  Dovan  are  much  inferior  to  thofe  on  tho 
north  fide.  In  fome  places,  the  foil  is  a  clay»  of  a  cold  na- 
ture ;  in  others  it  is  a  light  loam,  mixed  with  fand  and  gra- 
vel, on  a  till  bottom,  and  in  others*  it  is  a  deep  rich  loam.  A 
confiderable  part  of  the  ground  is  covered  with  heath,  and 
would  not  be  eafily  improved,  either  for  tillage  or  paftnrc. 
Perhaps  the  beft  improvement  would  be,  to  endofe  the 
moors,  and  to  plant  them  with  Scotch  firs,  larches,  and  o-> 
ther  foreft  trees. 

Agriculture, — In  the  countf  of  Clackmanan,  agricultural 
improvements  are  much  attended  to,  and  have  been  brought 
to  great  perfe£^ion.  Richer  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  or  bay^j 
ore  (eldom  to  be  met  with )  and  the  ploughs  ufed,  and  the 
mode  of  ploughing,  are  no  where  furpalTed.  A  plough  and 
ploughman  were  fent  this  fummer  from  Clackmannanlhire  to 
Windfor,  to  give  a  proper  fpcclmcn  of  plowing  on  htsHMa* 
jcft/s  farm. 

Crops  and  Multaresy  CsV.— The  farmers  in  Tillicoultry 
do  not  pretend  to  take  any  lead  in  agricultural  improvemenC. 
They  profit,  however,  by  the  obfcrvations  and  the  pra£kice 
of  others.  Two  horfe  ploughs  are  getting  into  general  ufi?, 
which  are  a  great  improvement  in  husbandrjr.     The  crops 

^rinci  pally- 
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principally  attended  tOi  are  dats  and  barley.  Wheat  is  tod 
much  ncgleflcd,  except  by  Mr  johnfton,  and  even  peafc 
and  beans.  Crops  of  tuinips  are  feldom  to  be  met  with, 
and  cabbages  are  never  raifed  in  our  fields.  It  is  diiBculC 
to  afcertain  the  rent  and  produce  of  the  land  per  acre.  The 
firms  arc  commonly  let  at  a  certain  rent  in  cumuloy  and  the 
firmers,  not  knowing  the  meafure  of  their  fields,  feldom  pay 
attention  to  the  produce  of  particular  acres*  The  refult  o£ 
many  enquiries  is,  that  an  acre  of  the  beft  land^  well  manur- 
edy  will  produce  from  7  to  to  bolls  of  oats,  each  boll  weigh- 
ing 14  or  15  ftone,  yielding  about  a  boll  of  meal.  The  oatsi 
generally  produce  14  pecks  of  meal,  befides  paying  the  mul- 
ture, and  all  other  mill-dues.  The  multure  is  no  lefs  than  the 
13  th  peck.  An  acte  of  the  fvime  land  will  yield  from!  7  td 
1 1  bolis  of  barley,  each  weighing  about  18  or  20  ftone.  At 
an  average,  however,  an  acre  will  not  yield  above  6  or  7  bollsy 
•.rhethcr  of  barley  or  oats.  Our  dry-field  barley  is  remar- 
kably good,  being  very  thin  in  the  rind  \  and  is  reckoned, '  by 
mahmen  and  diftiHers,  eqtial  to  any  raifed  in  the  Carie.  A 
^ood  deal  of  wheat  has  of  late  been  fown  in  the  fatm  of 
Gutters,  and  an  acre  commonly  produces  from  8  to  10  bolls. 
Forty  boils  of  potatoes  have  been  raifed  on  an  acre,  and  one 
fanner  in  particular  had  18  bolls  on  the  4th  of  an  acre.  The 
writer  of  this  account  had  acccfs  to  fee  si  remarkable  crop  of 
potatoes,  raifed  in  Mr  Barclay's  garden,  the  produce  being 
no  lefs  than  105  pecks,  or  6  bolls  and  9  pecks,  raifed  frqoi 
one  peck  planted. 

Fannii  Rents,  Pa/hire^  Stocky  tS^c. — The  farms  arc  in  general 

r.T.afl,  and  there  are  only  5  tenants  whofe  rent  exceeds  50  L  ' 

Sterling^  annum.  •  A  great  part  of  the  pari(h  is  inclofed, 

iT\i\  laid  down  in  grafs^  and  is  let  annually  for  fttmmer  graz- 
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zing.  The  rent  of  farms  flafluateg,  but  grafs  parks  com-' 
raonly  let  well.  *  The  grofs  rental  of  the  parifti  is  aborc 
1700I.  Sterling,  and  tlie  valuation  is  rated,  in  the  old  ccfs 
books  of  the  county,  at  3389 1.  5  s.  lod.  Scotch.  There  arc 
in  Tillicoultry  employed  in  plowing,  c;;rting,  and  odier 
country  work : 

Horfes,  -  116    Milk  Cows,  -  132 

Ploughs  -  36     Cottagers  ditto  -         dj 

Carts  -  89 

Hilt  ParmSf  Sheep  and  Wool. — ^Thc  hills  have  a'  verdant 
and  beautiful  appearance.  They  afford  excellent  paflurc  for 
iheep,  and  are  divided  into  5  farms.  They  will  maintain 
about  3500  (heep  5  and,  at  an  average,  an  acre  will  not  only 
maintain,  but  fodder  one  (beep.  The  pafture  is  grafs,  intcr- 
fperfed  with  heath,  bent  and  ling*  The  heath  is  ihort  and 
wearing  out.  The  Mill*Glen  and  Fore«hili  farms  are  infe- 
rior 

•  For  15  years  paft,  almoft  all  the  farmi,  which  have  been  let,  have  been  ta- 
ken  by  Arangeis  from  other  pariflies  in  the  neighboiu hood,  and  who  are  Se- 
ccdcrt.  if  the  prcfcnt  fyftem  prevail  for  other  15  years,  the  greateft  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  the  partfli,  will  be  poflVfled  by  pcifons  not  belonging  to 
fhe  eftabliflied  church.  It  is  but  doing  jutlice  to  a  wot  thy  man,  (whofe 
fVre«tneft  of  temper,  benevolence  o£  heart,  and  gentlemany  behavionr,  will  be 
remembered  whli  pkafure,  at  kail  while  the  prefent  generation  lafti,)  co  men- 
tion, that  Mr  Barclay  Mai  tlaMd  improvcd-and  beautified  the  parifh  in  a 
bigh  degree,  by  his  numerous  inclofures  and  plantations.  His  tafte  and  atten- 
tion every  tdiere  appear.  Mr  Tait  a!fo  merits  pratfe  for- his  improvements 
on  the  lands  of  Harviefton,  which  he  has  wholly  enclofed.  He  has  carried  on 
his  improvements,  for  many  years,  with  much  fpirit  and  judgment,  and,  it  is 
prefumed,  with  great  advantage  to  hirnfdf.  His  uniform  pradice  has  been  to 
fallow  his  firlds,  and,  after  manuring  them  well  with  dung  and  lime,  to  fow 
them  with  barley  and  grafs  feeds.  One  of  his  inclofures,  which  conuins  5 
and  a  half  Scotch  acres,  has  been  let  this  feafcn  for  graiing,  at  4  guinea? 
per  acre,  the  rent  being  25  L  2  s»  Sterling. 
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rioT  to  none  in  tfic  Ochils,  for  producing  excellent  mutton 
and  fine  wool.      The  wood  of  thefc  farms  is  much  fuperior 
to  that  of  Bruich  and  the  back  hills,  as  the  pafture  is  natur- 
ally much  finer.      The  farms  are  commonly  fupplicd  from 
Twceddale  with  young  (liecp  of  the  black-faced   kind  :  the 
farmers  fomctimes  breed  young  fliecp,  which,  on  the  whole, 
they  find  better,  Rronger   and   more  profitable,  than  thofe 
from  Tweeddale.     But  as  the  hilis  are  (lormy,  tiiey  cannot 
keep  the  limbs  in  winter.     All  the  Mill  Glen  farm  is  good 
p»ilurr,  but  in  the  reft  of  the  hills,  there  are  near  400  acres 
of  little  or  no  value,  as  they  are  covered  with  channel  and 
raofs.  The  very  bcft  white  fleeces  yield  about  4  lib.  of  wool, 
valued  at  lod.  per  pound  \  and  the  beft*fmeared  fleeces  6  lib. 
at  jd.  or  6d.     The  average  weight  of  a  white  fleece  is  abou( 
2^  lib.  and  of  a  fmeared  one,  4  lib.     The  whole  of  wha^ 
was  formerly  a  commonj  is  now  the  property  of  Mr  Bru<;e, 
except  Bruichy  which  belongs  to  Mr  Tait,  and  as  much  ^9 
will  maintain  48  (heep. 

Hills  and  Mlmrals, — Bencleugh,  the  property  of  Mr 
Johnfton,  is  the  higheft  in  the  Ochils,  and  is  2300  feet  a- 
bove  the  level  of  the  Forth  at  Alloa.  The  Ochiis  prefent  a 
coqfidcrable  variety  of  ftrata.  The  fummits  of  the  central 
parts,  particularly  Bencleugh,  are  compofed  of  granites,  both 
red  and  gray.  Many  varieties  of  thefe  are  extremely  beau« 
B  b  2  tiful, 

\  Wbco  LbRO  CoLTiL  Ceacd  tb;  eftate,  he  gavp  his  vaiTals  a  light  of  paf- 
turiog  i)^eep  and  other  cattle  on  the  hilis.  Some  of  ihem  bad  a  limited  Duin« 
bcr  of  Dieep  afligried  them,  and  others  an  unlimited  nnmber.  In  the  >car 
1769,  Mr  Barclay  Maitland  commenced  a  proccfe  ag:ainll  the  fcuers,  for 
a  diviiian  of  the  common  hill,  which  contained  about  300  acres.  I'he  pro- 
«£»  was  withdrawn  from  the  Court  of  Scffion  in  1 7  74,  and  referred  Co  ar- 
birerf,  and  all  the  feners  difpofcd  of  their  property  for  low  ^ound,  or  si  di- 
miButioo  of  their  feu-dvty.    The  MiU'Ohn  was  no  part  of  the  conun^  hill. 
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^iful,  and  contain  large  diftinft  chryftals  of  black  Schori.  The 
next  chain,  of  which  the  Kings  Seat  is  tlie  highcft,  and  be- 
longs to  that  clafs  called  feconuary  mountains,  oonfiils   of 
*lrata  of  JrgiUareotds  Schijius.     Below  this,  in  various  parts, 
are  found  craigs  or  rocks  of  Bafaites^  or  whinftonc.     The 
Caftlc  Craig  is  of  this  fort,  and  is  peculiarly  interciling  to  the 
naturalift,  as  it  is  in  part  compofcd  of  nodules  of  whin-ilone, 
exhibiting  concentric  crufts  of  deco^pofed  bafalics,  like  the 
coats  of  an  onion,  furrounding  a  harder  ni^cleus.     Garnets 
are  not  uncommon  in  the  micaceous  Schiftus,  which  forms 
the  fliade  between  the  granitical  and  argillaceous  Schiftus. 
There  are  many  veins  of  copper  in  the  hills.  *     Iron-ftonc, 
of  an  exceeding  good  quality,  has  been  found  in  many  dif- 
ferent places.     Some  veins  in  U^iiHy-Gien  are  as  rich  as  any 
difcovered  in  Scotland.     The  Dovan  Company  have  a^  Icafc 
of  the  iron-flone  belonging  to  Mr  Bruce,  and  have  employed, 
during  the  greatefl  part  of  this  year,  64  nuncrs  and  10  wo- 
men bearers.     At  an  average,  each  miner  gains  i  s.  6d.  ptr 
day,  and  a  bearcir  8d.     A  great  mz,\\y  Jirings^  or  veins  of 
rich  iron  ore  of  the  kidney  kind,  have  been  difcovered  in 
tlie  hills,  equal  in  quality  to  any  difcovered  in  this  coun* 
try,  and  by  no  means  inferior  ip  what  is  brought  from  Eng- 
land.    Some  fmall  trials  have  been  made  with  one  of  the 
veins,  and  it  is  to  be  regretetd  that  they  arc  difcontiuued. 
Befides  copper,  there  is  a  great  appearance^  in  the  hills,  of  dif- 
ferent 

•  Some  of  thefe  were  wrought  near  50  yean  ago,  to  a  very  conCdaablc 
extent  In  the  MiU>Glcn.  Four  diifcrent  kinds  of  copper  ore  were  difco* 
vercd,  the  thlckcft  vein  of  which  was  about  18  inches.  Vm  ore, 
when  w  aOied  and  dreflcd,  was  valued  at  50  1  Sterling  per  toM.  A  Company 
of  gentlemen  at  London  were  the  tackfmen,  and  for  fevctal  years  employed 
about  50  men.  After  a  very  great  fum  of  money  was  expended,  the  works 
were  abandoned,  as  unable  to  defray  the  expencc. 
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fcrent  mmeralsyfuch  as  Giver,  lead,  cobalt,  antimony,  fulphur, 
and  aifenic,  but  no  proper  trials  have  yet  been  made.  A  fmall 
edge  ftratum  of  dark  blue  clay,  2x  feet  thick,  was  lately 
found,  which,  it  is' thought,  will  prove  exceeding  good  for 
building  furnaces,  and  making  fire  bricks.  There  is  plenty 
of  frcc-ftone  of  a  good  quality  for  building  ;  and  (tones  have 
been  cut  in  the  quanies  from  8  to  lo  feet  in  length. 

CaaL — ^The  whole  pariOi,  Couth  of  the  hills,  abounds  with 
coal,  which  is  the  property  of  Mr  Bruce,  except  in  Mr  John  ^ 
fton's  eftate.  The  coal  has  not  been  wrought  to  any  great 
extent,  unlcfs  where  it  is  drained  by  the  prefent  level.  There 
are  4  different  feems  of  coal  which  the  level  drains.  The 
iirft  is  a  mixed  cherry  coal,  3  feet  thick,  and  1 2  fathoms 
from  the  furfacc.  The  2d  is  a  rough  foft  coal  of  an  excel- 
lent quality,  6  feet  thick,  and  15^  fatho.118  deep.  The  3d 
is  a  remarkably  good  clean  fplint,  2^  feet  thick,  and  20  fa- 
thoms deep.  And  the  4  th,  which  is  reckoned  the  princi- 
pal feam,  is  about  5  feet  thick,  and  lies  at  the  depth  of  30 
fathoms.  It  is  a  hard  durable  fplint  well  adapted  for  expor- 
ration  and  the  foreign  market,  particularly  Holland.  Only 
tbc  ad  and  fourth  feams  have  been  wrought  j  f  the  roofs  ard 
all. good,  except  that  on  the  2d  feam,  where  it  runs  towards 
the  crop.  But  it  is  very  valuable,  as  it  contains  balls  of  iron- 
ftone  in  the  roof,  of  an  exceeding  good  quality.  Eighty  acres 
of  the  2d  feam,  and  20  of  the  fourth,  may  ftill  be  wrought 
by  the  level ;  bat  by  creeling  a  ileam  engine,  an  immenfe 
quantity  may  be  gained.     The  Devon  company  have  been 

tackfmen 

t  Twenty  piclunen  uTcd  to  be  employed  in  the  coal-work ;  and  about 
3000  cb^dersof  gcear  co^l  were  exported  anwiaUy  from  the  harbour  of  Alloa ; 
^Qt  for  4  years  paft,  th'e  working  oi  the  coal  has  been  dtfcontioued.  There 
i*  00  doubc,  however,  but  th«t,  lo  ptocrla  of  time,  the  coal  will  be  a  moft  pro* 
^uUe  coficeni,  as  there  are  inezhauflitlc  fields  of  it  to  be  found. 
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tackfmen  of  the  conl  for  more  than  a  year  and  a  half,  but 
have  wrought  none,  except  a  very  fmall  quantity  for  land 
fale.  The  defign  of  taking  a  coal,  without  working  It,  is  iw- 
eomprehenfible.  While  coals  remain  under  ground,  they  arc 
of  no  value>  either  to  the  proprietor  or  the  tackfnicn. 

Gate  Mail. — ^The  great  coal,  wlien  led  to  the  (hore  of 
Alloa  for  exportation,  pays  a  tax  of  fourpence  Sterling  per 
chalder  to  the  family  of  Mar,  called  Gate  MaiL  It  was  or?gi- 
nally  demanded,  for  the  liberty  of  exporting  the  coal  from 
tlic  iPow  of  Alioa^  and  becaufe  the  road  leading  through  the 
eftate  ta  the  harbour  was  a  private  one,  though  ufed  by  the 
puUic.  This  road  is  repaired  by  Mr  Erfkine  at  a  conGdcr- 
abk  annual  expence  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  feems  extraordi- 
nary, that  there  is  not  a  public  road  leading  from  Tiliicoul- 
try  to  a  public  harbour,  and  to  a  market  town,  in  which  a 
cuKom-'houfe  is  cftabiiihed  by  authority. 

River  J  Floods  t  Fijby  Pearls^  Swans,  {5*^.— The  Devom  is 
a  beautiful  river,  but  not  navigable-  After  running  in  the 
Ochils  about  8  miles  in  an  cafterly  direftion  from  its  fource, 
it  makes  a  wide  circuit  round  'Muckart.  Then  taking  a 
wefterly  courfe  at  the  Crook,  and  forming  the  romantic  fall 
at  the  Caldron  Lin,  it  divides  the  arable  land  of  Tillicoultry, 
into  two  aln^oft  equal  parts.  The  valley,  through  which  it 
pafles,  is  diftinguiihcd  by  Newte  in  his  Tour,  as  being  one  of 
the  moft  pleafant  places,  or,  as  he  expreffes  it,  the  Tempe  of 
Scotland.  The  Devon  frequently  fwells  with  rain,  and  o- 
\  jrilows    its  banks  X*       It  abounds  with  excellent   trout. 

and 

t  A  rcTf  remarkable  and  uncoimnoB  flood  happened  in  September  17S5, 
which  carried  away  a  prod^ous  quanticy  of  ccrn,  broke  down  9^  (lone  bridj^ 
£Lt  Che  Slack  mill  in  DDlfar,  and  occafioned  uther  very  extraordinary  damage. 

Th« 
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tod  parr^  which  afford  much  amufement  to  the  angler*  In 
the  deep  pools,  pikes  and  eels  are  found.  Salmon  come  from 
the  Forth  in  great  numbers  to  fpawn  ;  and  we  have  plenty 
ox  delicious  fea  trouts,  both  white  and  grey,  in  the  harveft 
and  fpring.  In  fohie  places,  the  banks  of  the  Devon  prefent 
iingular  concretions  of  hardened  clay,  in  a  great  variety  of 
f<inta(lic  (hapes.  Pearls  of  a  fmall  fize  have  been  found  in 
the  bed  of  tlie  river ;  and,  in  very  fevere  winters,  fwans  have 
been  known  to  retort  to  its  banks* 

Rivuku  and  Burn  Trouts,  bfc, — ^Thc  hill  burns,  or  rivu- 
lets, abound  with  trouts  of  a  very  delicious  quality  and  fla- 
vour, and  are  taken  in  great  numbers  after  rain.  None  were 
cvcrdifcovered  in  the  Glooming-fide  Burn^  though  it  has  plenty 
of  water,  and  remarkably  fine  ft  reams  and  pools.  Trouts 
have  even  been  put  into  it,  but  without  the  defired  effeft. 
This  is  fuppofed  to  arife  from  fome  bed  of  fulphur,  or  other 
mineral  hurtful  to  fifh,  over  which  the  burn  pafles. 

Birds  and  Quadrupeds. -^-TYic  birds  are  the  fame  as  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  it  is.needlefs  to  fpecifiy  them,  as  they 
are  enumerated  in  the  (tatiftical  account  of  Alloa  §.  Till 
of  late,  the  bulfinch  was  a  (Iranger  here,  but  he  is  now  fre- 
quently to  be  met  with.  The  woodlark  ought  to  be  particu- 
larly mentioned,  as  one  of  our  f wee  ted  warblers.  He  be- 
gins to  fmg  early  in  the  fpring,  and  continues  till  late  in  har- 
veit    Like  tlie  nightingale,  he  is  frequently  heard  Cnging  in 

thr 

The  river  rofe  in  4  or  5  hours  mere  than  13  feet  above   its  ufual  height,  at 
Tillicoultry  bridge.    A  woman,  who  was  aififting  a  farmer  in  removing  his . 
corny,  on  the  foDth  fide,  was  forced  away  by  the  rapidity  and  violence  of 
the  ftream,  and  brought  ill  fafety  to  the  oppofite  bank.    Her  clothes  had^ 
made  her  float  on  the  fnri'acc  of  the  water,  though  (he  was  carried  down  »- 
bout  a  quarter  of  a  mtk. 

5  rj.vai.i^wr.xjL. 
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the  moft  melodious,  enchanting  manner,  in  the  clear,  ftill 
fummer  evenings.  On  thcfe  occafions,  he  commonly  pro- 
longs his  fong  till  midnight,  and  fometlmes  till  the  morning. 
For  two  or  three  years  we  were  vifited  with  a  magpie^  which 
was  not  variegated  with  black  and  white  plumage,  hut  was 
entirely  ivhke^ — "  Rara  avis  in  terru^.  llie  other  magpies 
aflbciated  with  him,  and  did  not  confider  him  in  any  degree 
as  ftrange.  In  the  hills  there  arc  muir- fowls,  plovers  and 
dotterels.  The  muir-fowls  are  not  fo  frequent  as  formerly, 
as  tlie  heath  is  wearing  out,  and  in  confequence  of  this  the 
(helter  is  not  fo  good.  The  birds  of  paflage  arc  f wallows, 
cuckoos,  fieldfares  and  woodcocks  \  and  we  are  alfo  vifited  at 
times  with  herons,  ducks,  and  fea  gulls.  Eagles  are  fometimes 
feen  on  the  hills.  The  wild  quadrupeds  are,  hares,  rabbits, 
foxes,  hedge-hogs,  weafels,  polecats,  badgeis  and  otters.  The 
fkin  of  the  otter  is  valuable  as  a  fur,  and  fetches  a  good 
price. 

Orchards  and  Plantations. — There  are  two  fmall  orchards^ 
planted  chiefly  with  apple  trees,  which  contain  about  fix 
acres,  and,  fome  years,  bear  confiderablc  quantities  of  fruit. 
Above  loo  acres  are  planted  with  foreft  trees,  and  many  of 
the  inclofures  are  furroundcd  with  fingle  rows  of  planting. 
AI!  kinds  of  forcd  trees  thrive  well,  particularly  oaks,  elms, 
tfiies,  beeches,  planes,  and  Scotch  firs  *^ 

Climate. — ^The  aii  is  healthy,  dry,  and  warm,  ftibje(3:  ncitlier 
to  fogs  nor  damps*  Snow  does  not  lie  long  on  the  low  ground, 
particularly  bet\^ccn  the  Devon  and  the  hills,  which  is  pro- 
bably owing  to  the  natmral  warmth  of  tlie  air  or  foil.  The 
hcalthinefs  of  the  two  villages,  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  is  un- 
doubtedly 

•  About  60  years  ago,  the  common  broom  grew  fo  tall'  and  luxuriant 
iear  the  tnanfc,  that  the  mws  and  magpicv  built  their  nefts  in  rhe  brandxrv. 
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ioAteSj  imtch  enereafe,  by  their  being  weU  fupplied  with 
plenty  of  excellent  water. 

Dtfeafes. — ^Therc  are  no  difeafes  any  way  peculiar  to  Tll- 
licoultry,  $  or  that  can  be  faid  to  be  prevalent*  Epidemic 
difeafesi  fuch  as  fevers^  fluxes,  the  fmall-pox,  the  meafles, 
and  the  chincough  attack  us  at  times,  but  not  more  frequent'- 
ly  than  they  do  others.  Rheuma^ifms  are  not  uncommon^ 
as  the  people  are  much  expofed  to  rain  and  cold,  in  follow- 
ing their  employments  in  the  fields,  fl  Within  thcfe  25 
years,  a  great  many  young  perfons  have  died  of  confump* 
tions,  but  the  author  is  not  able,  either  to  afcertain  the  num- 
ber, or  point  out  the  caufes.  Slow  fevers  fome  times  are 
prevalent.  And  people  have  been  known  to  recover,  after 
remaining  in  them  3^0,  or  even  40  days.  The  ague  ufed  to 
be  frequent,  but  it  is  now  almoft  unknown.  This  happy 
change  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  lands  being  better  drained 
dian  formerly,  or  to  the  houfes  being  kept  moi^e  cleajily. 

Vol.  XV.  C  c  warm, 

$  The  lad  time  the  plague  was  in  Scotland,  it  did  not  reach  Tillicoul- 
try, though  a  good  many  perfons  died  of  it  at  AWa.  One  man  howerer  ha. 
tiag  died  fuddenly  in  the  Weftcr  town,  the* people  were  afraid  to  touch  the 
corpfe,  or  even  to  enter  the  houfe.  It  was  pulled  down,  and  the  fmall  emi* 
ocscf,  which  diii  occafioncd,  was  called  Botchy  Cairo. 

5  It  is  worth  mentioning  that  one  William  Hunter,  a  collier,  was  cured 
in  the  year  1758,  of  an  inveterate  rhcumatifm  or  gout,  by  drinking  freely  of 
new  ak,  ftill  of  barm  or  yeft.  I'hc  poor  man  had  been  confined  to  his  bed 
Ua  a  year  and  a  half,  having  almoft  entirely  loil  the  ufe  of  his  limbs.  On 
the  evening  of  HanSJd  Mwdaj,  as  it  is  ciillcd,  (1  e.  the  firft  Monday  of  the 
New  Year,  O.  S.)  fome  of  his  neighbours  came  to  make  merry  with  him. 
Though  he  could  not  rife,  yet  he  always  took  his  ihace  of  the  ale,  as  it  pafled 
roond  the  company,  and,  in  the  end,  became  much  intoxicated.  The  confe- 
qoence  was,  that  he  had  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  the  next  morning,  and  was  able 
to  walk  about.  He  lived  more  than  20  years -after  this  i^d  never  hiul  the 
{huHcfi  return  «f  his  old  complaint. 
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warnii  apd  dry.  The  dyfentery  was  unknewn  here  (at  ma- 
ny years.  •  It  has,  however,  appeared  of  late  three  difierent 
times,  and  carried  off  a  good  many  perfons,  chiefly  women. 
As  this  alarming  malady  always  broke  out  in  the  end  of  har* 
Teft,  fome  have  been  apt  to  imagine,  that,  if  it  was  not  caught 
by  infefiion,  it  arofe  from  the  colds  and  damps  to  which 
the  people  were  expofed  in  reaping,  or  to  a  frequent  ufe  of 
potatoes  not  brought  to  a  proper  (late  of  maturity.  The 
people  have  in  general  an  averfion  to  inoculation  for  the 
fmalt-poX|  yet  this  prejudice  is  beginning  to  wear  away  X. 

Po/wA?/w«.— Tillicoultry  is  a  fmall  parilh,  yet  pretty  popu- 
lous for  its  fize.  * 

Population  Tablp  of  the  Parish  of  Tillicoultry. 

For  thefe  1 8  years  paft,  the  annual  average  numhcr  of  foul«  has  been  8  7  a 
The  higheft  real  number  of  any  jcar  during  that  period,  was  9 19 

And  the  loweft,  ^  .  •  •  8391 

Difference,              •                      •                     -  90 

In  the  year  X789,  the  number  of  (buls  wa<                    *  903 

Of  thefe  there  belonged  to  the  EftabUflicd  Church,  74% 

And  to  the  Seceffion,  -  -  10! x 
Ttc  following  Lifls  were  Uken  in  January  1791,  and  Chew  the  KimUrs^ 

Jgeit  Cenditiofu^  and  Snploymtntt  of  the  inhabitants  at  that  time. 

* Nome  as 

\  Many  children  took  the  (inall  pox,  laft  year,  in  the  natural  way,  only 
one  of  whom  died,  being  a  Gckly  child.  Were  the  (mall-pox  to  be  always 
equally  favourable,  inoculation  would  fall  into  difufc.  Tlic  author  has  fome 
times  remarked,  that  when  the  fame  difeafcs,  fuch  as  dyfenteriet,  fevers,  and 
the  finall-poz,  have  prcTailcd  in  Alva  and  Tillicoultry,  more  in  proportioq 
liave  died  in  Alva  than  here.  This  was  probably  occalloned  by  the  houfei 
being  more  cronded  together  in  the  one  place  than  the  other,  and  the  air  be* 
tng  more  conficed,  and  the  infcftion  more  liable  to  fprc^d. 
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Toul  oombcr  of  foul*,  853 

i-— Families,             -  %l% 

Miltt,                      -  373 

Faulcf,                   *  4S0 

Majority  of  females*  107 

No  of  petfoQs  under  lo  years  of 


»g«. 


•  Between  10  and  20, 

■      ao  and  50, 

■    "'    30  and  70, 

>        70  aad  85, 


238 

124 
a? 


COHOITIOHS,  COUN  r&T,  RELI- 
GION,  &C. 

No.  of  married  perfonsi  178 

— —  Widowers,                -  9 

— —  Widows^                -  54 

■  Bachelors  who  keep  houfe,  1 1 

—  Perfons  reliding  but  not 

borji  in  Tillicoultry,  200 
Born  abroad,  5 

■  Heritors,  io 
'  Clcrgymeni  1 

•         Schobl-mafterti,  1 
— — —  Commonlcanu  of  the 

EftaUiihmcnt,        -  35p 

•  Ditto  of  the  SecelTio  n^  97 

■  Epifcopalians,  a 

■  '    '  Cameronlans,  i 

Occupations. 
Na.  of  Farmers,                -  34 
Weavers,              -  ai 
Wrightsi       ,        -  6 

—  MaiAuSy                   -  7 
Smiths^                -  3 


No.  of  Shoe-makers,  3 
jailors,               -  8 

■■  MiBcrsi               -  4 

■  Labourers,  -  5 1 
— —  Gardeners,  -  X 
—  Millers,               -  I 

■■  Dancing  ihaflers,        •  z 

— -^ —  Male  houfe  fervants,  z 

I..      Female  ditto,            -  t% 

—  Mnh  labouring  fervants,   %s 

-^ ■"  Female  ditto,          -  l* 

AiiNUAL  AvKRAois,  foT  at  ycaTt, 

No.  of  Marriages  fi           -  7 

— >— -  Baptifnu  for  dltto^  30 

■  Burials  for  ditto  f ;  x8 
..  I         Males  bdm  for  dittos  15} 
— —  Females  bom  for  ditto,  14 

•            Perfons  in  each  family,  4 

■  Ditto  in  each  farmer*! 
family,                -  S 

Piofbarioirs,' 

Ofmales  to  females,  nearly  ox  3  f 0  4 
bf  married  men  and  widow- 
ers, to  Bachelors  who  keep 

houfcs,  about                    13  t 

Qf  widowers  to  widows,         X  6 

Of  males  born  to  females,     ao^  19 

Or  about,                13  I  a 
Totd  number  of  males  bom 

during  the  kft  ai  ^eari,  339 
Ditto  of  females  witliin  that 

period,                   -  304 

Majority  of  males  bom,  35 

Annnal  average  ^f  mdre  males 
than  females,    1  to  i  amd  a.fifth 

lNCatAS£ 


5  For  X a  months  preceding  November  178^,  there  were  only  two  grown 
op  perfons  buried  in  the  church  yards  of  Tillicoultry ;  and  for  la  months  pre- 
ceding June  of  the  prcfcnc  yeu  X793)  thcr9  Uv<  been  netthtf  marriages  nor 
frociaiBa:io09« 


204  Statijlical  Account 

Ik'c&iase. 

No.  of  fdttls  in  175;,  -  78; 

Ditto  in  X78»,  (u  abore,)         tsi    Increifc,  -  96 

t    ■  Ditto  in  1793  -  909     Ditto  -  $6 

Total  increafe  in  38  ytars,    ^s% 

Caufis  df  the  Increafe. — By  comparing  Dr  Wcbftcr's  Kft 
with  the  number  of  inhabitants  during  the  two  laft  years^ 
there  is  an  evident  increafe.  It  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  c- 
.ilabliftiQi^nt  of  the  Devon  company  in  the  neighbourhood  of, 
and  the  working  of  iron-done  in  Tillicoultry,  that  the  nunrt- 
bar  of  the  inhabitants  has  fo  greatly  encrcafed  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1792.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
when  the  lifts  were  taken  in  January  1 792,  all  the  mafons^ 
rniners,  and  labourers  were  employed,  but  there  were  fcarce- 
ly  any  of  the  labourers  ennploy^d  in  the  parilh. 

Prolific  'Mothers, — ^There  are  at  prefcnt  living  in  Tillicoul- 
try eleven  married  women,  who  have  been  delivered  of  twin 
children.  One  of  them  has  hsid  twins  two  4ifierent  tuncSy 
zn^  another,  in  the  year  1765,  about  three  years  before  the 
birth  of  her  twins,  brought  forth  three  children  at  one 
birth,  all  boys  and  of  a  good  fize.  Two  of  the  children  died 
in  the  fir(l  month,  and  the  third,  a  healthy  child,  died  of  the 
.linal]  pqx  wjien  two  years  old.  But  what  is  ftill  mors  uncom- 
mon, in  the  year  1752,  Catherine  Hunter,  the  wife  of  George 
Sharp  a  laboiUcr,  brought  forth  rouR  children  at  one 
birth, — two  ms^les  and  two  females.  They  were  all  baptiz- 
ed, but  beiog'fmall  and  weakly,  none  of  them  lived  above 
three  weeks. 

Villages  and  Houfes, — ^Tillicoultry  contains  three  vitbges, 
Weficrtwin^  Earlftovftt  and  Codtfnauihtw^  and  all  the  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  live  in  thefc  except  36  families.  Of  thefe  families  on- 
ly three  rcfide  in  the  Ochils.  The  houfes  confift  of  nothing 
but  the  ground  floor,  except  8,  of  w4iieh,  5  houfes  have  on- 
ly one  ftory  raifed  above  the  ground  floor,  two  have  2  ftories, 
and  one  has  three  ftories,  and  there  are  only  three  houfes, 
the  manfe  included,  which  are  fubje^  to  the  duty  on  win- 
dow lights. 

ManufaElures. — Tillicoultry  has  been  long  famous  for 
weaving  a  courfc  woolen  cloth,  called,  Tiiticouhry  Serge.  It 
is  a  fpecies  of  (Italoon,  having  loorjied  warp  and  yarn  waft, 
and  is  reported  to  have  been  wrought  here,  as  early  as  the 
reign  of  Mart  Queen  of  Scots.  The  average  price  is  is. 
Sterling  per  yard.  Though  the  manufa£lure  has  now,  in  a 
great  meafure,  kft  us,  and  gone  to  Alva;  (Hie  the  arts  and 
JcienceSy  jrmn  Eafl  to  IVefl^  yet  all  the  cloth  of  this  kind  is 
fold  in  the  markets,  under  the  name  of  Tiiikoutry  Serge.  It 
is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  more  attention  is  not  paid  to 
this  manufafture  in  the  place  where  is  was  invented,  or  at 
lead  brought  to  the  grcateft  pcrfeflioii.  About  50  years  a- 
go,  a  ferge  web  from  Alva  wotald  not  fell  In  the  market, 
v/hile  one  from  Tillicoultry  remained  unfold.  But  this  is  by 
no  means  the  cafe  at  prefent.  The  author  of  this  account 
cw  give  no  prccife  ftatement  of  the  quantity  of  fcrgc 
wrought  here,  as  the  ftamp  mafter  keeps  no  lift.  He  fup- 
pofcs,  however,  that  he  fbmps  annually  7000  ells  of  ferge, 
and  an  equal  quantity  of  plaidlng.  Some  of  the  weavers  arc 
now  employed  in  making  muflins,  but  as  this  branch  is  {lill 
in  its  infancy,  it  is  impofiible  to  (ay  with  what  advantage  it 
may  be  attended. 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Provijions. — The  prices  of  labour, 
and  of  many  of  the  ncccflaries  of  life,  have  rifcn  much,  and 

are 
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are  (lill  lifing.  It  may  be  £ud  to  be  nearly  double  of  what 
it  was  50  years  ago.  For  example,  the  wages  of  a  taylor 
per  day,  beGdes  bis  diet,  was  4d.  Sterling,  now  they  are  Sd  ; 
of  a  day  labourer,  jd.  or  6d.  now  lod.  or  is;  of  a  mafon,  is. 
now  IS.  6d.  and  is.  8d.  or  28  ^  of  a  labouring  fervant  per  an- 
num, 3I.  now  from  61  to  lol.  The  price  of  a  fowl  was  5d. 
now  it  is  IS.  and  fometimes  more ;  of  a  pound  of  butter,  {d*^ 
now  pd.  or  lod.  and  of  a  pound  of  cheefe,  ad.  now  4d. 

Roads, — ^The  toads  along  the  hill  foot  hare  a  gravel  bot^ 
torn,  and  are  tolerably  good,  and  likewife  the  road  which 
leads  from  the  hill  foot  to  Coalfnaughton  by  the  bridge.  But 
the  fourh  road,  which  comprehends  a  fpace  of  more  than 
2  Englifli  miles,  is  in  a  wretched  date,  haVing  been  much 
negle£ted  of  late  years,  and  the  greateft  part  of  it  never  ha- 
ving been  properly  made,  at  leaft  to  the  oaftward  Coalfnaugh- 
ton. 

Church, — ^The  patron  and  fupcrior  of  Tillicoultry,  is  Jame$ 
Bruce,  Efq;  at  prefent  a  minor,  and  an  enfign  in  the  army* 
He  is  alfo  titular  of  the  teindsj  and  all  the  heritors  and  feuers 
hold  of  him,  *    The  prefent  miniftcr  f  is  a  bachelor  J.    The 

manfc 

^  His  ixnmediats  anceftor«  were  the  late  proptietbrs  of  Kinxoft.  He  ift 
a  defecDdent  of  the  celeWated  Architc<fl,  Sir  William  Baoce.  It  isfup» 
pofcd  by  PiNKBRTON,  With  a  great  degree  of  probabilitf,  io  his  coUc^on 
of  aocicnt  Scottifli  poems,  that  Sir  Juhn  Baucc  of  Kinrofs  was  the  author 
of  the  wcll.known,  and  much  efteemed  poem,  HAaorKNUTE,  which  has 
beeo  commonly  afcribed  to  Ntr»  Wa«olaw.  It  is  t>robabIe,  alfo,  that  S2r 
John  was  the  author  of  the  VisiON#  and  fome  other  excellent  Scottilh  poemi. 

f  The  names  of  bis  predeceiTors  in  office,  as  far  as  they  arc  known,  and 

the  dates  of  their  ordinations,  are  fubjoined. 

MiNisiKas 

I  It  may  be  accounted  a  fin^ular  fad,  that  none  of  the  iftinlflers  of  Ti!> 
Uconltry  haye  been  mavried,  (Incc  the  Kevolution  168S,  except  Mr  Taylor^ 
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manic  was  built  In  1766^  and  is  the  fecond  in  the  fame  place, 
fince  the  year  1730.  The  new  church  is  fituated  near  the 
manfe^  almoft  equl-diftant  from  the  3  villages,  and  was  built 
in  1773*  It  is  a  fmall  neat  building,  well  lighted^  but  not 
very  commodioufly  feated.  There  are  two  church-yards, 
one  where  the  old  church  was  fituated,  ||  and  the  otiier  at  the 
new  jchurch.     The  old  manfe  has  long  been  comrerted  into 

a 

MlMlsrCRSe/*  TWuwltry  fir  the  lafi  J46  j«»r# , 

Date  of  admiffioH,  Time  •/  Jtteumhency. 

Ji/fonthu        Te^s,         Tiart.  Jifwtilfj.  Dayu 
Mr  Anurew  Rhynd,  (ihc  precife 


date  of  his  admii^oo,  uocer* 

tain), 

1648  about 

21 

0 

0 

Mr  Johti  Foreft,  ordained 

300a. 

Z669 

6 

0 

Mr  Robert  Keith, 

%y  Feb. 

1676 

16 

15 

Mr  Robert  GoorUy.           7 

13  Apr. 

1692 

a* 

22 

Mr  John  Taylor, 

7  July 

17x4 

X3 

15 

Mr  Robert  Duncan^ , 

a5  Jan. 

1728 

2 

0 

27  May 

1731 

34 

0 

Mr  James  Gonrlay. 

ajScp. 

1765 

8 

0 

Mr  William  Olboni, 

24  Feb. 

1774 

ao 

0 

8 

US        4         o 

5  Air  Do  If  can's  LeBures  en  the  Epijlle  to  the  Hehrevoi  viere  publi/hed  after, 
lit  dmAf  aiStare  mmeb  efleemedfir  their  piety ,  orthodoxy^  andlearniug, 

I  The  old  church  and  manfe  were  fituated  near  the  houfe  of  TilllcouU 
try.  The  church  belonged  to  the  Abbey  o(  Cambuikenneth,  having  been 
panted  to  it  by  King  Malcolm,  together  with  the  tythet  and  pertinents. 
Bat  after  the  Reformation,  the  family  of  Mxaa  became  heritable  proprietors 
of  the  church,  parfonage,  vicarage,  and  lo  acres  of  gebe.  And  as  the  abbot 
uui  convent  of  Carobulk^nneth  had  fet  the  teinds  in  uck  to  the  Colvills  of 
Calroii,  the  proprietor*  of  Tillicoultry,  John  Earl  of  Mxaa,  May  jeth  1628, 
ratified  the  tacks,  and  alTo  the  feu  charters,  and  infeftment  of  the  glebe ;  and 
{ranted  procsratory  for  refigolng  the  fame  into  the  hands  of  his  Majefty,  in 
Uwa  of  Jai|ei  liord  Coltil,  and  his  fon« 
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a  ftable,  and  the  old  glebe  is  an  orchard.  The  fttpend  coo^ 
fids  of  120L  Scotch,  including  communioii-eleineiit  money, 
34  bolls  of  oats,  24  bolls  of  bsrieyi  and  6  bolls  of  meal.  It 
commenced  in  the  year  164S,  and  fince  that  time  there  has 
been  no  augmentation.  The  minifter  has  the  pt ivilege  of 
getting  his  coals  for  paying  the  collier  the  ^rice  of  working, 
and  he  has  sifo  property  in  the  hills,  for  maintaining  7  or  8 
llieep.  The  glebe  was  exchanged  in  the  year  1730,  when 
the  manfe  was  removed  to  its  prefent  fituation.  It  lies  in  4 
different  pieces,  and  ought  to  confift  of  13  acres. 

Schoh-^Tlxtxt  is  a  parochial  fchoolmafter,  whofe  falary  is 
jool.  Scotch.  He  has  alfo  a  dwelling  hoiife  and  garden. 
His  annual  income,  including  falary,  and  all  emoluments, 
both  as  fchool  mailer  and  feffion  clerk,  is  extremely  fmall, 
and  fcldom  exceeds  aoU  Sterling.  The  fchool  is  kept  in  the 
Weftcrtown,  which  is  by  no  means  centrical  or  convenient 
for  the  reft  of  the  parifli.  The  fchool  wages  are  low,  and 
Eiiglifli,  writing,  and  arithmetick  are  taught  for  as.  per 
^uarter^  Englifli  alonq  being  only  1  s.  3d. 

Poor. — ^The  poor  are  maintained  without  any  aflefTment, 
and  there  are  no  beggars.  The  capital  of  the  poor's  money 
is  21  zL  Sterling,  and  the  annual  average  collc£lion  at  the 
church  dobr,  has  been  about  la  guineas,  for  18  vcars  paft. 
The  intcrcft  of  the  capital,  together  witli  the  coIle£lions, 
and  the  profits  arifing  from  the  mortcloths,  proclamations  of 
marriages,  and  incidental  fines,  conftitute  the  funds  by  which 
the  poor  are  maintaiiied.  The  number  of  pcrfons  at  prefent 
ftatedly  fupplied  from  the  public  charity  i>  7.  But,  befides 
thcfe,  the  kirk  fcfiion  occafionaliy  affifts  a  great  many  more,  X 

by 

^  It  U  raid  that  about  40  or  50  yean  ago,  people  wire  vtiy  fty  in  recaV- 
Jrg  money  from  the  poor'a  fuod*.  but  tfaif  ddkaty  fttrtia  liftw  to  &ve  entire- 
iy  Tiniflitd. 
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bygmngthem  motieyi  buying  cloths,  paying  their  houfe  rents 
and  ffiiool  fees  for  their  children.  Till  wichin  thefe  4  years^ 
interdl  at  5  ^r  cent*  has.  been  received  for  the  poor's  money, 
but  the  rate  at  prefent  is  only  4  per  cent.  The  annual  ave- 
rage of  the  mortcloth  money  is  2I.  4  s.  Sterling ;  of  the  pro- 
daraatlonsi  14s.  lod  \  of  incidental  fines,  13s.  6d  s  of  perfbns 
occafion^iliy  aiTiUed,  ira  ;  and  of  children  whofe  fchool  ^vtrages 
are  ^aid*  5  s  or  68.  The  lowed  ft^ted  weekly  allowance  is 
6d,  and  the  higheil  is  from  I  s«  to  15  d.    . 

Proprietors. — Befides  Mr  Bruce,  there  are  other  9  heritors, 
nail  'Iv,  Lord  Cathcart,  John  Johnfton,  Efq;  of  Alva,  John 
Tait,  EI4;  of  Harviefton,  John  Harrowcr,  John  Paton,  Hugh 
H^niiltor,  Marion  Dryfdale,  Jaroes  Ure,  and  Robert  May. 
AU  the  heritors  have  houfes  in  Tillicoultry,  and  refide  in 
'  em,  except  Lord  Cathcart  and  Mr  Johnfton,  who  have 
ipicndid  feats  in  the  neighbourhood. 

State  ofProperty.-^The  eftate  of  Tillicoultry  has  been  in  tlie 
pofleffion  of  7  different  families  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  laft  century,  and  has  been  6  times  fold  J.  The  advance 
of  the  price,  at  the  two  laft  fales,  deferves  to  be  noticed  j  the 

Vol  XV.  D  d  price 

S  It  came  xntothe  pofleffion  of  the  ancefton  of  Lord  Colvil  of  CiJt- 
*«•,  in  the  reign  of  James  Hi.  amio  1483,  and  continued  in  that  family  till 
the  year  1634,  when  it  was  fold  to  William  ALiXANDt  a  of  Mcnttry,  a 
PoiT  of  great  genius,  and  afterwards  created  EAaL  of  Stirling.  Several 
of  his  poems  are  printed  in  DauMMONo  of  Hawthorndcn'8X:ollcai©n,  and 
h»  F^rmfufsy  or  exhortation  on  government,  which  is  dedicated  to  Prince 
Htaav,  the  fon  of  King  James  VI.  does  great  honour,  both  to  the  prince 
«d  the  peer.  The  eOate  was  next  purchafed  by  Sir  ALtEANoea  Rollo  ot 
Dnncmb,  io  the  year  1644;  by  Mr  John  Nicolsom  of  Carneck  in  Stir- 
iiag-flure,  in  1659 ;  by  Lord  Tjllicooltet,  one  of  the  fenacors  of  the  Col- 
iegc  of  Juftice,  and  a  Baronet,  in  1701 ;  by  the  Hon.  CuAaLis  Baeclat 
MAiTiANn,  of  the  famUy  cf  Lauderdale,  in  i>56 ;  and  by  James  Batrga  ' 
%ofKinrols,ixi  1780. 
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price  paid  by  Lord  TiLLicouLTitT  being  3,494 1.  Sterling ; 
by  Mr  Barclay  Maitland  15,000!.  and  byMrBRUcc 
24,000.  <  Before  the  laft  fale,  a  part  of  the  eftate  was  fold 
to  Mr  Johnston  of  Alva ;  but  the  feus,f  which  Mr  Barcbj 
purchafed  at  difierent  times,  were  fully  equivalent  to  this 
part.  This  eftate,  which,  for  a  century  and  a  half,  has  been 
always  floating  in  the  market,  and  has  fo  frequently  changed 
its  proprietors,  is  now  ftridly  entailed,  and  will  remain  in 
Mr  Bruce's  family,  the  entail  of  the  eftate  of  Kinrofe  having 
been  transferred  by  aft  of  Parliament  to  Tillicoultry.  The 
number  of  the  old  feus,  or  parts,  was  40,  but  they  are  now 
moftly  bought  up,  and  again  united  with  the  eftate,  or  in 
the  poiTcffion  of  Mr  Tait.  The  lands  of  Kllltown,  where 
1  illicoultry  houfe  is  (Ituated,  and  th^  lands  of  Colerficivn  or 
Collintoivrtf  belonging  to  Mr  Johnsi'on,  were  not  fucd.  It 
is  difficult  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  land  belonging  to 
each  of  the  feus,  as  more  or  lefs  fcems  to  have  been  given^ 
according  to  the  quality  and  value  of  the  foil.  One  origi- 
nal 40th  part  at  Drimmy  contains  at  prefect,  nearly  as 
much  arable  land  as  a  40th  p^rt  and  a  half  at  Ellcrtown,  and 
near  as  much  as  two  40th  parts  at  Cairnftown.^  Tillicoultry 
pays  an  annual  feu*duty  of  7  1.  6s.  Sterling,  and  166  bolls  of 
fait,  called  Kings  malt.  This  is  a  part  of  the  Lordftiip  of 
Stirling,  having  been  originally  paid  at  the  caftie  of  Stirling, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Ring's  family,  but  was  transferred,  at  an 
early  period,  to  the  Earl  of  Marr,  as  a  fecurity  for  fomc 
money  lent  to^the  Crown. 

Ancient 

\  Lord  CotviL  £ined  the  grf«teft  part  of  hi«  eftste  to  faia  tenants,  whom 
he  dilUnguiihes  in  hit  charters,  at  avU^  kindljy  /laHve  Uma/Uty  and  referved  to 
himfelf  a  certain  annnal  fen-dnty,  which  appears  to  have  been  the  old  rent. 

Y  It  appears  from  the  meal  paid  as  feu  duty  by  the  feuars  of  Cairqftown, 
and  the  money  paid  by  the  other  feuars,  that  a  boll  of  meal,  and  3s.  46.  Ster- 
ling, were  confidered  as  being  of  equal  value,  in  the  conclu&on  of  the  1 6th. 
^nd  beginning  of  the  Z7th  centuries. 
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Ancunt  Charter. — Between  5C0  and  600  years  ago,  TilJi- 
cacUry  belonged  to  the  family  of  Marr  ;  and  an  original 
charter,  granted  by  King  Alexander  III.  of  Scotland,  in 
the  14th  year  of  his  reign,  ia  ftill  in  the  poiTei&on  of  Mr  Er- 
suNEofMARR,  who  has  obligingly  favoured  the^  author 
with  a  copy.  This  charter  is  twice  referred  to  by  Bifliop 
KiETH,  in  bi^  hiftory  of  the  Bifhops.  It  is  elegantly  written 
on  parchment^  with  a  very  fair  handj  and  fine  inkj  and  is  in 
every  refpe£l  a  remarkable  curiofity.  The  whole  parchment 
is  near  a  fquare  of  9I  inches,  and  the  writing  only  meafurea 
6  inches  by  8  f 

D  d  2  .  Eminent 

$  Ab  this  charter  \t  fao  lefs  a  curiofity  thsui  many  of  thofc  contained  in 
Andieson's  Diphmata  Scotia^  the  fubjoined  copy  will  be  an  acceptable  pre- 
kat  to  aDuqoarians:  **  AtiXAMDKii;  Dei  gratia*  Rex  Scotomiti,  oomibui 
probu  hominibun  totius  terrc  fue— -Salutem.  Sclant  prrfentes  et  faturi  quod 
ALEOuus  de  Mlslr,  filius  et  heres  quondam  Aleumi  de  Mksek,  totam 
tcmm/uam  de  Tullicooltrt,  cum  peMinctsttis,  in  febdo  de  Cladunaoan^ 
ijuam  de  nobis  tenuit  hercditarie,  per  defcAom  feruttii  de  dida  ten  a  nobis  de^ 
bitt,  coram  pluribas  noftrt  Regni  ma^natibuB,  fcili<^t,  Alexandeo  Cumyn^ 
Comlte  de  Bouchan,  tunc  Jufticiario  Scotie,  Hi^ooNe  de  AByaNiTB,  Magi(^ 
uo,  W.  WiscHxan  tunc  Cancellario,  FEkousto  Cumtn,  Walteko  de  A* 
ktiNTTB,  WiLLicLMo  de  Ltsurser,  et  NicuoLAo  de  RuTtapoao,  ad 
maltis  aiii«,  die  San^e  Ttinitatis,  adno  gfatie  millefimo  ducentefimo  feza« 
{eCmo  primp,  apudCaili-um  Piiellarum,  per  fufttim  et  baculum  nobis  redd!- 
diSirt,  ct  totum  jus  futtm  quod  habiiit  in  di6la  terra  ctim  pettiiientiis,  vel  ha- 
bere potnir  pro  fe  et  heredibus  filis  in  perpctuum  quietum  damaflet,  nos  Co- 
tun  didam  terram  de  TuLLtcouLTat,  cum  pertinentibus,  WilLielmo  Co- 
tniti  de  Ma  ax,  dilc^  noftro  et  fideli  pro  homagio  et  fcrVitio  fuo,  dedimu^ 
coficeflimus,  et  h&c  prcfenti  carta  noflra  confirmaVimuA,  fine  aliquo  retinemen- 
to,  tcncndam  et  habendam  eidcm  'U^llielmo,  et  heredibus  fuis,  de  nobii 
ft  heredibus  no{lris  in  feode  et  heredltate  per  eafd<:m  diviras  per  quaa 
WALTERtjs,  filius  Alani  Sciiefcalli,^  tunc  Jullkiarius  ^otie,  et  Ro- 
ot tus  AutNEL,  tunc  vicecomes  de  Striueltm,  prediAo  Alcomo,  patrt 
didi  Aleumi,  ex  precepto  inclito  recordationis  domini  ALSXANoai  Regis, 
patns  noibi  carilEmi,  aflignauemiit  et  tndideruoc,  cmn  Incremento  quod  pef 
c^fdem  Waltckom  fillum  Alani,  et  Rooekum  Avemsl  fidnm  liiit,  Ma« 
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Eminent  men. — ^Lord  Colvil,  who  was  nrifcd  to  the  peer- 
age ^y  James  VI.  in  1609,  was  a  man  of  a  military  genias 
and  fenced  with  much  reputation,  in  the  wars  under  Hemrt 
the  IV.  of  France.  Returning  to  Scotland,  loaded  with  ho* 
noursy  be  reftded  at  Tillicoultry,  and  in  his  old  age,  revifited 
the  French  court.  As  he  appeared  in  the  old  faihioncd  mi- 
Ktary  drefs,  which  he  had  formerly  worn  in  the  warn,  tlw 
courtiers  were  all  amazed  when  he  entered  the  royal  prefence. 
But  no  fooner  did  IJenrt  obfcrve  the  oW  warrior,  than  he 
eMped  him  in  bis  arms,  and  embraced  hun  with  the  great-i^ 
cU  afie£lion,  to  the  utter  aftonifliment  of  all  prefent.  After 
his  return.  Lord  Colvil  fpent  much  of  his  time  at  Tillicoul- 
try,  and  w^s  particularly  fond  of  walking  on  a  beautiful  ter- 
race, at  the.  north  eiid  of  .the  Kirk-'hill,  and  of  reponng  him- 
fetf  under  a  thorn  tree,  the  rtnerable  .trunk  of  which  ftill  re- 
mains 

Taio  Clerko  lie  TulUconltry,  in  nemore,  m  ialtibQi»  in  plants  et  aipcrU,  in 
fetrii  et  aqutt,  in  piratit  ct  paTcuit,  in  mont  ct  aiarefiit,  in  ftagois  ct  malcndi- 
nis,  cum  focco  et  facca»  cum  furca  et  foib,  quh  tU  tt  TUm  tt  imfamdtthff^  et 
cum  omnibui  alii»  juftis  pertincntiis  fuis,  et  cum  omnLbut  natititt  ejuideia 
tctrr •  qui  <lie  colUtionis  f^^e  predido  Alcumo  patri  didi  Akomi,  in  difia  ter« 
ni  mancmct  facrunt,  llbcre,  quiete,  plenarie  et  honorificc,  per  feruhium  a* 
liiua  fnjlitii,  faluic  noftr^  clecrnvfiniii  Conccflanai  etiam  eidcm  Wi  llik  lmo, 
lit  ipfe  et  hercdet  fui^  babeant  ct  teneant  didam  terram  in  Ubervm  foreftum. 
i2uar«  firmjcer  prohibemusy  nc  quts  fine  eorum  licentia  in  predida  terra  ic- 
cct».aut  venetur  fuper  nollram  plenarlam  fortsfadluram  decern  Iibranun» 
Teftibus,  vcncrabili  patre  Game  lino,  cpircopo  SancSi  Andree^  ALaxANoaio 
CuuTN,  Comitc  de  Bouchan  Judiciario'Scotie,  Walteko  Comite  de  Mon- 

TSTH,  JOHANNB  OuMTN,   WlLLIBLUO  de  Br£KCUTN,  EuSTACUIO  dC  Tuf- 

libus,  Rbginalpo  lb  Cukn,  apnd  Forfar,  viceflinio  primo  die  DccembrU, 
anno  regni  noUri  qttarto  decimo/' 

.  After  the  granting  of  this  charter,  TiHilonltry  rem^iincd  for  a  conlidcra-  . 
^le  period  in  the  poflibiGon  of  the  family  of  Marr  ;  but  on  account  of  a  pre<* 
tended  fucccnti9i)  to  Lady  Uabilla  Douglas, Countefs  of  Mare,  was  feiz* 
jtd  by  the  Crown,  notwithftanding  an  czprcfa  declaration  and  promife,  by 
B^Bc&T  lU.  under  the  Great  Scal»  tha6  he  would  accept  of  no  laodi  bel^ng.- 
$^jtl»»rlady. 
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maim.    It  unfortunately  happened,  that  ftanding  one  day 
on  a  ftone,  and  looking  up  to  the  thorn  tree,  defcribipg  his 
batdcs,  he  fell  down  the  floping  bank  of  the  terrace,  and,  it 
is  faid,  was  killed  on  the  fpot,  in  the  year  i6ao.     It  may  not 
be  improper  to  add,  under  this  article,  that  in  the  popiQi  le- 
gends, Tillicoultry  is  mentioned  as  having  been- vifitcd  by  St. 
SEa.F  or  Servakus,  and  the  fcene  of  fome  of  his  pretended 
miracles.    St.  Serf  lived  in  the  end  of  the  6th  century,  amd 
there  is  a  particular  account  of  him  in  WtniotCs  Chronicle  ff, 
a  manufcript  in  the  Cottonian  library  f.     Notwithftanding 
the  very  remote  antiquity  of  St  Serf,  his  mcmoTy  is  ftill,  in 
fome  degree,    preferved,    though  his  natne  is  almoft  en- 
tirely forgot ;  but  he  is  reprcfented,  by  tradition,  as  a  holy 
man,  who  travelled  about  the  country,  with  a  Scape  Goat  J, 
which  was  unfortunately  killed.     There  is  a  heap  of  ftones, 
called  Cairn  Cur  or  Gur^  which  fecms  to  have  been  intend- 
ed to-perpetuate  the  ftory  of  the  goat.     The  name  has  an  e- 
vidcnt  af&nity  to  the  Latin  word  Caper,  and  to  the  .Gaelic, 

Gobhur,  which  fignifies  a  goat* 

jiniiquiiics: 

\  WiNTON,  the  author  of  the  chronicle,  vas  canon  regular  of  St  An- 
drews, and  prior  of  the  tnonaflery  of  Lodi  Leven,  and  lived  in  the  end  of  the 
14  century. 

f  An  excerpt  from  this  chronicle  was  lately  publldied  by  Pjnkerton,  in 
:be  Appendix  to  h'n  cdledion  of  Old  ScottlHi  poems.  One  of  the  miiaclet 
reported  to  have  been  performed  by  St  Serf,  was,  the  raifing  two  young  men 
to  life,  who  appear  to  have  been  brothers.  The  account  given  of  this  in  the 
cbrooicle,  if  not  very  elegant,  has  at  kaft  the  merit  of  being  abundantly- 
brief  : 

"  (a  TuUycultry,  til  a  wif 

«  Two  fanyt  be  XaBt  frae  ded  to  lyf." 

I  In  WiNTQN*9  chronicle,  in  place  of  a  fcape  goat,  mention  is  made  of  a 
rm.  The  killing  of  tbe  ram  occafioned  another  miracle.  The  floty  is  «- 
boadaotly  Indicront,  and  as  ludicrouily  related  by  the  poetical  biographer  : 
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Aiiiiquities.'-^ThcTe  are  few  curiofitiesj  or  remains  oi  an* 
tiquity*.  The  rude  Drutdical  circle,  on  the  fouth  end  of  the 
Guninghar,  deferves  fome  fmall  notice.  It  19  compofed  of 
granites  about  5^  feet  long,  and  its  diameter  is  near  do  feet. 
The  fpot  was  covered  by  the  late  proprietor,  with  a  circular 
thicket  of  Scotch  firs,  and  is  marked  by  Stobte,  in  his  fplen* 
did  map  of  Perth  and  Clackmannan  {hires.  On  the 
cadle  Craigi  the  foundations  $  of  a  round  circular  building 
are  (till  vifible; 

Charaffer^ 

Tht»  holy  man  hmA  4  rani; 

That  he  had  fed,  up  of  a  lam : 

And  oyiit  hym  dl  folow  ay» 

Quhcrcvir  he  paflit  in  his  way. 

A  theyf  thU  fchcpt>e  in  Ackien  (lal,  ^ 

And  et  hym  np  10  petit  fmslle. 

Qahen  Smft  Serf  hit  ram  had  myft^     .  / 

Quha  that  it  fial  was  few  that  wift  : 

On  prcfumption  neYirthelef*, 

He  thai  it  fial  areftyt  was  ; 

And  til  San  A  Serf  fyne  was  he  broathL 

That  fcheip6  he  (aid  chat  he  ftai  noucht ; 

And  th&rfor,  for  to  fwcr  an  athc. 

He  faxd  that  he  walde  nocht  be  laythe. 

But  fone  he  worthit  rede  for  fchaymc, 

The  fcheype  that  bletyt  in  his  wayme. 

Swa  was  he  taynetyt  fch^mfiilly ; 

And  at  $and  Serf  aflcyt  merqr. 

•  It  it  reported,ther6  was  a  Roman  ftatibn  on  the  north  end  of  the  Ctfn* 
i;ighar.  About  50  years  ago,  the  place  was  dug  by  order  of  Sir  RobcriE 
Stuart,  and  federal  urns,  containing  human  bones,  were  found. 

$  Between  thefe  and  the  hills,  there  has  been  a  ditch  by  way  of  defence* 
The  vulgar  tradition  is,  that  the  Ptytbtt  had  a  ftrbng  fortification  in  this 
place,  and  that  the  ftones  of  the  edifice  were  carried  away,  when  the  caftle 
tl  Stilling  was  built.  A  large  (lone  coffin,  neatly  cemented  with  wbitiflt 
clay,  was  difcovered  about  8  years  ago,  in  the  midft  of  a  grfcat  cairn  or  hea^ 
of  ftones  IB  Wertertown,  anciently  called  Caimtows.  It  was  filled  with  finb 
earthy  and  cootaiocd  two  (mall  bones. 


CtaraBiTj  &c. — Vft  have  oyr  good  qutlttie^  as  well  as 
our  bad.  Publicly  to  expofe  the  one  might  give  ofience,  and 
could  do  no  good.  To  praife  the  other  might  appear  often- 
tation  and  flattery.  It  is,  hpweveri  but  juftice  to  mention;^ 
that  the  people  are  fober  and  induftrious,  and  attached  to 
the  King  and  Conftitution,  and  to  the  Prefbyterian  form  of 
worfliip  and  Church  Gorernment.  The  men  moftly  betaice 
themfelTes  to  copntry  work,  or  to  employments  conne£ted 
with  husbandry.  Few  of  them  enlift  in  the  army,  and  not 
many  of  them  pngage  in  the  feafaring  line.  The  women  are 
thrifty  and  laborious,  attentive  to  their  families,  and  are  much 
employed  in  fpinning  worfted  and  woolen  yam  \  particu- 
larly the  latter.  All  ranks  drefs  better  and  finer  than  they 
formerly  did.  And  as  an  inftance  of  refinement  in  the  fur- 
niture of  the  houfes,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  in  the  year 
]  764,  there  were  only  9  or  10  clocks  in  the  pariOi,  whereasj 
at  prefent,  t}iere  ^re  above  60, 

Difadvantages. — ^It  is  apprehendedj  that  Tillicoultry  will 
decreafe  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  from  the  following 
caufes : — ift  The  divifion  of  the  common  in  the  hills. — 2d 
The  fale  of  many  of  the  feus,  each  of  which  maintained  fa- 
milies ; — 3d  The  negleft  of  the  coal ;  and,  4th,  The  fmall 
attention  and  encouragement  whi^b  is  given  to  the  weai^ing 
of  TilUcopItry  ferge.  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  however, 
that  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Devon  Company,  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  will,  perhaps,  overbalance  all  thefe 
apparent  difadvantages,  though  the  writer  of  this  account  i% 
\ij  no  means  fahguine  in  his  expectation  of  that  effeSt* 

Sources  4  MelioratUn, — The  following  particulars  are  hum- 
bly fubjoined,  as  probable  fources  of  improvement,  and  me- 
lioration : — ift,  If  the  public  fchool  were  fituated  mere  in  the 
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cciitre  of  d)e  parifli,  or  if  a  fchool  were  eftab&ihed  at  Coals- 
naughton.  idly^  If  a  bridge  were  built  over  the  Dovan,  be- 
low the  Weftertown*  sdljr.  If  the  farmers  were  to  fallow 
more  of  their  land,  and  to  pay  more  attention  to  fowing 
wheat.  4thl  J,  If  fome  encouragement  "were  given  to  the  weav- 
ing of  Tillicoultry  ferge.  5  thly,  If  the  coal  were  to  be  wrought 
as  extenfively  as  formerly,  for  fupplying  the  country  and  the 
foreign  markets,  dthly.  If  a  waggon-way  were  made  for 
carrying  the  coals  to  Alloa  harbour.  7thlyy  If  a  navigable 
canal  were  made  by  means  of  the  Devon  to  join  the  Forth* 
8thly»  If  fome  public  works,  fuch  as  an  woolen  tnanufa^lory, 
or  a  cotton  mill,  or  a  printing  field,  were  ereded  at  the  Wef- 
tertown,  as  the  fituation  is  thought  highly  convenient  and 
advantageous  for  fuch  ufeful  works.  But  the  great  fources 
of  improvement  and  melioration  are,  honefty,  induftry,  fo- 
briety,  and  a  regard  to  religion,  without  which,  and  the  Ucf- 
(ing  of  Godj  all  human  fchemcs  will  be  nugatory  and  vatp. 
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Extent  and  Surface. 

X  HIS  parifli  is  about  3  Engltfh  mile^  in  lengtli,  &nd  near- 
ly as  much  in  breadth.  The  German  Ocean  bounds  it  on 
the  S.  E.  The  face  of  the  country  Is  confidetably  divefCfied. 
Gcfe  upon  the  fhore  lies  a  narrow  (bip  of  land  almoft  level 
« ith  the  fea :  Adjoining  to  this,  a  bank  or  rifing  ground,  o£ 
confiderable  height,  extends  the  whole  length  of  the  parifli. 
Above  this  ancient  boundary  of  the  ocean,  whidh  is  ftccp  in 
forflc  places,  tind  flopes  gently  in  otliers,  the  ground  Pifce  by 
in  unequal  afcent  towards  the  N4  W.  A  chain  of  little 
hills,  whofe  fummits  are  covered  with  heathi  ruil  along  the 
S.  W.  boundary,  and  a  rifing  gh}und,  fome  hundred  yards 
sbovc  the  level  of  the  fca,  terminates  the  view  on  the  N.  S. 
The  interior  parts  of  the  parifli  confift  of  hill  and  dale^ 
Vol.  XV.  E  « 
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RhulftSf  Cafcadesy  MUl^  Cave^  Wr. — ^Two  fmall '  riiFiiletSy 
arifing  on  the  fide  adjacent  adjacent  to  Garrock,  at  fonie  dis- 
tance from  each  other*  add  net  a  little  to  the  agreeable  Ta- 
riety.  In  fome  places  they  form  deep  gulfs,  tn  others  beau- 
tiful cafcades  *,  now  they  are  feen  meandring  amidft  corn-fields 
or  pafture  grounds*  then  they  riin  under  two  ftone  arches  \ 
and  afterwards,  dafliing  among  craigs  and  fragments  of  rock, 
unite  their  dreams  a  little  below  the  church.  Having  .con- 
tributed to  diverfify  and  adorn  a  trad:  of  (bme  miles,  they 
add  to  the  conreniences  of  life  by  fupplying  with  water  the 
only  corn  milt  witliin  the  psirifh.  Down  the  ftieam,  in  a  fc- 
queftered  retreat,  where  there  is  fcarcely  any  thing  to  be  feen 
but  the  firmament,,  and  a  wide  e3ipanfe  of  ocean,  there  is  a 
care  of  fufiicient  height  to  admit  a  man  in  an  txtOi  pofture. 
This  fubteraneous  abode  gradually  turns  lower  towards  the 
extremity,  and  feems  originally  to  hare  been  formed  by  tJie 
dafliing  of  the  waves,  though  it  is  now  diftant  from  the  Chore 
a.  full  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  more  than  la  feet  above  the 
prefent  bed  of  the  rivulet. 

ViUagis^  Sfa  Coaft^  ^hip'wttch^  \^c, — The  opening  of  the 
land  here  bears  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  a  creek  or  harbour, 
which  tends  to  miflead  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  the 
coaft,  which  is  fiat  and  rocky.     A  fmall  village  of  15  houfes, 
built  upon  the  beacby  contributes  to  this  miftake,  and  while  i 
ft  feems  to  piomife  aflxftance  to  the  didreiTed  mariner,  aU  ' 
lures  him  to  deftrafiion.    Several  vcflels  have  fufFered  (hip-  | 
wreck  by  attempting  to  lun  afliore  at  this  place ;  and  the  ut- 
moft  exertion  of  the  people  at  land  has  feldom  been   efiec- 
toaX  to  refcue  their  crews  from  the  fury  of  the  waves.    This 
place  is  called  the  Haughs  of  Nether  Btnbolme^  lies  almoft  in 
a  dired  line  with  the  church,  and  is  nearly  Ctuated  in  the 
middle  between  the  fifbing  towns  of  Gurdon  and  Johnjbavtn ; 
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t)ne  of  which  is  in  the  parifli  of  Bervic,  and  the  other  in  thie 

Ftfl}^  Ktlp^  &c. — ^The  coaft  abounds  with  fifli  of  various 
kinds.  Cod,  ling,  (kate,  halibut,  and  fome  turbet  are  caught 
from  March  to  the  end  of  July  :  Haddocks,  fmall  cod,  whit- 
ings,  and  a  few  flounders,  are  taken  all  the  year  round,  but 
in  greateft  plenty  from  Odober  to  the  middle  of  February. 
Crabs  and  lobfters,  limpets  and  periwinkels,  are  like  wife 
in  abundance.  Numbers  of  porpoifes,  feals^  and  foitietimes 
whales,  are  fccn  clofe  upon  the  coaft.  The  rocks  produce 
dulce  and  tangles,  with  various  fea-weeds,  which  are  con- 
verted into  kelp.  What  quantity  of  this  article  may  be  an* 
nually  exported  is  unceruin.  It  cannot  be  incondderable, 
however,  as  the  people  employed  in  making  it  are  able  to 
pay  a  yearly  rent  of  i  al.  to  the  proprietors,  for  liberty  Xo 
crop  the  growth  of  their  rocks^ 

Climate — ^The  climate  varies  oonfiderably  in  difTerent 
parts  of  this  parifh,  according  to  the  ezpofure  and  height  of 
the  ground.  It  is  often  mild  and  temperate  upon  the  fhore, 
when  it  is  cold  and  piercing  in  the  more  inland  parts.  Dur- 
ing the  fpring  and  fummer  months,  thick  mifts  frequently  arife 
from  the  fea ;  fo  that  tlie  air  along  the  coaft  is  damp,  tliough 
not  unhealthy,  being  purified  by  the  North  and  Weft  winds. 
Thefe  winds  are  both  fo  frequent  and  ftrong  here,  that 
young  trees  are  generally  obferved  to  incline  towards  the  S.  £• 

5cj/. — ^Thc  foil  upon  the  fliore  is  light  and  gravelly  :  in 
fome  places,  nothing  but  naked  ftones  appear ',  but  where 
ihcfc  have  been  covered  with  earth  brought  down  from  the 
higher  grounds,  cither  by  human  induftry  or  the  winter 
rains,  good  crops  are  produced,  when  the  feafon  is  not  re- 
ifarkably  dry#  Farther  up,  the  foil  is  deeper  and  mor«  fcjf- 
Eca  tile. 
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tile.  A  few  Arms  on  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  parifli  ^re  light 
and  gravelly-  Of  fome  the  foil  is  a  deep  rich  loam ;  but  ia 
the  middle,  and  on  the  N.  £.  fide,  it  chiefly  inclines  to  day. 
Part  lies  on  a  cold  tilly  bottom,  and  part  on  rock ;  but  having 
the  advantage  of  a  fouthem  expofure,  and  being  (bettered  by 
the  rifmg  grounds  from  the  North,  it  produces  luxuriant 
f:rops,  when  properly  cultivated.  In  the  interior  parts  lies  a 
confiderable  tra£k  of  moor,  where  the  qualities  of  the  foil 
are  various.  Some  places  are  wet  and  fpungy,  others  dry 
and  gravelly  \  but  the  greatcft  pan  is  capable  of  being  cnlti* 
yatcd. 

Plantattztu. — ^Thc  number  of  acres  occupied  in  planting, 
both  of  moor  and  pleafure  grounds,  does  not  exceed  50.  The 
Scotch  (ir  is  not  found  to  thrive  here ;  but  the  larch  and 
other  forcft  trees  make  confiderable  progrefs  in  dens,  and 
fuch  places  as  are  (heltered  from  tlie  fca  air.  Clofe  upon 
»  the  coaft,  great  trouble  and  cxpcnce  is  ncccflliry  to  raifc  trees. 
They  require  to  be  planted  very  thick,  and  after  all  fcldom 
come  to  any  fize. 

Agriculture  •  and  Produce. — ^None  of  the  proprietors  of  this 
pariih,  who  cultivate  their  own  grounds,  (Iridly  adhere  to 
any  particular  rotation  of  crops*  Nor  are  the  tenants  bound 
to  follow  what  thei^  maders  do  not  pra£life*    In  hun)andry, 

where 

•  In  fo  liulc  repute  wi^s  fanoiDg  before  the  year  1 7 12,  that  the  proprie- 
tor of  Brotherftoo  found  it  neccflary  to  girt  premium$  in  order  to  induce 
tenants  to  rent  his  farms.  To  one  he  gaTe  a  prefcnt  of  ico  merki  Scotch, 
aind  faim-ftockingto  the  value  of  2000  merk),  free  of  intcreil  fot  three  years; 
to  another  the  fame  fum  ta  a  prefenc,  and  30CO  mcrks  value  of  flock  for  his 
Inn,  free  of  inttreft  f^r  4  years.  There  is  no  ncccifity  now  for  holding  omi 
.  necuniary  temptations  to  the  fanner.  Since  the  above  mentioned  period,  the 
fcnts  are  tripled,  and  numbers  are  Aill  ready  to  offer  a  confiderable  advance. 
f\iin  the  lealc  of  a  farm  ex|>ire8. 
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vhere  much  depends  on  the  fcafon,  it  is  perhaps  better  to 
leave  the  pradical  farmer  unfettered.  If  he  is  poffeffed  of 
di&emment,  he  will  naturally  adopt  that  mode  of  cultivation, 
which,  on  a  foil  fimilar  to  his  own,  he  obferves  to  fuccced 
bed :  if  he  is  bound  to  follow  a  certain  rotation,  he  can  pro- 
fit but  little  either  by  his  own  or  his  neighbour's  experience. 
Some  reftrif^ions  towards  the  end  of  the  leafe,  to  prevent 
the  land  from  being  over-cropped,  are  doubtlefs  necefiary, 
and  generally  made  by  every  proprietor,  when  he  lets  a  farm. 
The  general  pra£lice  of  the  farmers  in  this  pariih,  when  the 
foil  is  light,  is  to  fow  wheat  after  fallow  which  has  been 
limed  and  dunged  \  then  barley,  to  which  fucceeds  peafe ;  and 
then  barley  again,  with  clover  and  grafs  feeds,  which  arc  al- 
lowed to  continue  in  the  ground  from  2  to  5  years*  Oats 
arc  generally  fown,  when  the  ley  or  fward  is  broken  up ; 
next  fucceeds  barley  and  then  fallow.  Where  the  foil  in- 
clines to  clay,  the  dommon  rotation  of  crops  is  wheat,  beans, 
barley  and  grafs  feeds,  which  are  feldom  allowed  to  continue 
longer  in  the  ground  than  two  years  \  oats,  barley,  and  then  a 
fallow.  Be&des  the  crops  already  mentioned,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  turnips  is  annually  raifed  %  but  very  little  fiax, 
except  what  is  ncceffary  for  the  ufe  of  private  families.  This 
may  be  owing  in  fome  meafure  to  the  want  of  lint-mills  in 
the  neighbourhood,  or  more  probably  to  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  which  in  general  is  not  adapted  to  the  growth  of  this 
iifcfiil  plant.  Potatoes,  yams,  and  cabbages,  are  likewife 
planted  in  the  fields,  and  turn  to  good  account.  Some  at- 
tempts have  been  made  of  late  to  introduce  early  oats,  and 
it  16  to  be  hoped  their  utility,  in  a  foil  which  is  naturally 
late,  will  foon  recommend  them  to  general  ufe-  Seed  time 
and  harveft  greatly  depend  on  the  fcafon ;  when  that  is  fa- 
vourable, they  begin  here  to  fow  in  March,  and  to  reap  a- 
\m  the  firft  of  September.    Wheat  is  generally  fown  in 
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OAobcT.  A  greater  quantity  of  every  fort  of  gram  is  raifed 
within  tliis  parifli  than  is  ncceffary  for  its  fupport.  The  prin- 
cipal extraneous  manure  made  ufe  of  here  is  lime)  which  is 
chiefly  brought  by  land  carriage,  from  a  quarry  in  the  pariOi 
of  St  Cyrus,  not  two  miles  diftant.  Many  farmers,  however, 
find  their  account  in  importing  it  from  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
and  even  from  Sunderland*  AH  agree  that  it  is  an  eflential 
fequifite  in  farminp;.  Forty  bolls  have  commonly  been  al- 
loted  to  an  acre ;  but  many  begin  to  think  that  a  much  great- 
er proportion  i$  neceflary  for  ftrong  land* 

Ploughii  CaitUy  bfc. — There  are  from  36  to  40  ploughs 
In  this  paiifli.  About  6  of  thefe  arc  drawn  by  oxen,  which 
trc  chiefly  made  ufe  of  where  the  land  is  rugged.  When 
it  is  in  an  improved  ftate,  horfes  are  employed,  and  2  arc 
thought  fufBcient  for  a  plough.  The  Scotch  plough  is  gene- 
rally ufed  here,  and  fecms  beft  adapted  to  tlie  nature  of  the 
Ibil }  though  feveral  Norfolk  wheel-ploughs  are  employed 
with  advantage  on  fuch  farms  as  are  free  from  (tones,  and  in 
a  high  Aate  of  cultivation*  Confidqrable  attention  isbeftow- 
cd  on  rearing,  but  very  Kttle  on  feeding  black-cattle,  though 
the  demand  for  butcher  meat  daily  increafes.  Nor  has  this 
inducement  hitherto  prevailed  on  the  farmer  to  fe^ed  more 
flieep  than  is  neceflarj  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  family.   '' 

RenfSf  Inchfunsy  Liofes,  £5*r.-^By  a  furvey  of  the  county, 
taken  in  1774%  this  parilh  contains  4721  Engliih  acres,  of 
which  nearly  a  fifth  part  is  uncultivated.  The  reft  is  divid- 
ed into  20  farms.  Twelve  of  thefe  yield  from  50I.  to  210I. 
the  otlier  8  from  20I.  to  50I.  Sterling  of  yearly  rent.  The 
belt  arable  land  is  let  at  from  il.  to  il.  17s.  an  acre  :  And, 
when  it  is  divided  into  fmaU  portions,  from  2l*  to  2I.  6s« 
lai^d  of  an  inferior  quality  is  nQt  let  by  the  acrej  but  by  the 
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plecei  as  parties  can  agree.  There  may  be  about  4  or  5  fmall 
farms  let  in  this  way,  the  yearly  rent  arifing  from  each  of 
vhich  ^^tII  not  amount  to  20I.  Sterling.  Several  farms  arc 
xnclofed,  but  a  greater  number  ftill  He  open*  In  this  refped 
ihcre  is  great  room  for  improvement  here.  The  farmers,  in- 
deed, are  not  infenGble  to  the  advantages  of  inclofing,  but 
it  is  fcarcely  to  be  expected  tliat  they  will  lay  o^ut  the  necef- 
lary  expence  to  make  inclofures,  on  fo  (hort  a  leafe  as  1 9 
years.  Unlefs  proprietors  hold  out  fome  inducement,  either 
by  increaCng  the  length  of  their  leafcs,  or  advancing  the  ne- 
ceflary  fums  at  a  moderate  iatereft,  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
many  of  the  fields  will  continue  long  in  their  prefent  naked 
and  expofed  ftatc  The  valued  rent  of  the  pariQi  amounts 
to  about  3980L  9s.  8d.  Tlie  real  rent  may  be  about  iSoof. 
Sterling* 

Eccle/iqftical  State, — The  patronage  of  the  church  was, 
fome  time  after  the  beginning  of  lad  century,  veiled  in  the 
proprietors  of  the  eftates  of  Bcnholme,  Brotherllon,  and  Ne- 
ther Benholme,  who  continue  to  exercife  their  right  by 
turns*.  Two  of  thefe  gentlemen  con  (Ian  tly  re  fide  ^  in  the 
parift),  and  a  third,  occafionally.  The  church,  which  (lands 
nearly  in  the  centre,  and  mod  agreeable  part  of  the  parifh,  is 
an  old  irregular  Gothic  building.     On  the  Bail  end,  a  part  1$ 

raifed 

*  About  the  beginning  of  the  lad  century,  the  greateft  pare  of  the  pro- 
perty within  this  diftridl  belonged  to  Earl  MARiscnAL.whofe  ancient  domi- 
nion, io  thefe  parts,  can  now  only  be  traced  from  records  and  monnmeotai  ia- 
fcriptions.  Not  long  alter  that  period,  all  this  pariih,  except  Balanaso^ 
formed  the  eflate  of  Benholme,  and  belonged  to  a  proprietor  of  the  name  tif 
KiiTH,  who  was  probably  a  younger  branch,  or  near  relation  ef  the  MariT- 
chal  Family.  It  was  afterwards  divided  among  his  heirs  into  four  portioB% 
which  now  compofe  di^erent  eftates  of  Benholme,  BrotherftoD,  Nether.Be». 
hohnei  aod  Knox. 
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raifed  higher  than  the  red,  which  formerly  ferred  for  the 
choiri  and  ilili  retains  the  name,  though  it  has  been  long 
ufed  as  a  burying  place.  The  remains  of  a  font  are  ftill  to 
be  fcen  at  one  of  the  church  doors,  and  otlier  relics  of  fupcr- 
ilifion^  which  evidently  fhow  that  the  whole  has  been  built 
befbre  tlie  Reformation.  The  manfe  was  built  about  58 
yeirs  ago,  and  repaired  in  1791.  The  living  confills  of  128 
bolls  of  bear  and  oat-meal,  in  equal  portions ;  30I.  in  mo- 
ney, and  a  glebe  of  6  acres.  It  is  difliculc  to  fay  what  the 
original  number  of  Seceders  in  this  parifh  was ;  but  they 
now  amount  to  about  100  |1 .  The  other  diffenters  belong- 
ing to  the  parifh,  are,  i2  Epifcopalians,  2  Bereans,  and  i  Ro* 
man  Catholic. 

School, — ^Thc  fchool  is  near  to  the  church,  and  well  attend^ 
ed.  Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  Latin,  book-keeping, 
and  navigation,  are  all  taught  by  the  fame  mailer,  whofe  e- 
molumcnts  are  as  follow : 

Yearly 

.g  AU  the  inhabitants  of  this  parilh,  except 'a  few,  who  contiaucd  their 
attachment  to  ths  Epifcopal  religion,  were  regular  attendants  on  pabltc  wor- 
(hip,  as  eftablifh.d  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  till  about  the  year  176:^.  At 
that  time,  the  miniftcr's  anxiety  to  improve  the  chofch-mutic,  led  htm  to 
adopt  the  more  approved  method  of  finging  without  intcrmiflion,  or  reading 
the  line,  as  it  is  called.  This  gave  umbrage  to  many,  who  had  been  accuftcm* 
ed  to  hear  every  line  feparately  given  out  by  the  precentor  or  clerk,  before 
the  congregation  joined  in  the  pfalm.  They  were  farced  to  acknowlcdg<; 
thkt  the  ptalmcsdy  wou}d  be  improved  by  finging  without  interruption ;  but 
tluy  urged,  that  many  who  could  not  rtaJ,  would,  by  that  means,  be  eatirely 
excluded  from  joir*xng  in  this  part  of  public  worfliip.  Whether  a  regard  to 
th(.  good  of  others,  was  the  rtal^oi  only  the  cftenftble  caufe  of  this  oppofition  ; 
or  witether  it  proceeded  from  a  dread  of  UHovation,  they  per&fled  in  it.  They 
ret  .o'.r* rated  again  and  again  ;  and  when  their  rttnonftrances  were  not  at- 
tin-%(l  to,  abandoned  the  church,  built  one  for  themfelvesin  Johnibaveni  ao4 
iuvitcd  a  n.inlAer  of  the  Seccfiion  to  fettle  axnong  thev. 
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Yearly  fahry. 

L.    6 

i8 

lOi 

Donation  for  teaching  poor  fcholars, 

I 

5 

o 

Scffion-clerk.fce, 

2 

o 

o 

Perquifites  for  regiftering  marriages 

and  births,~at  an  average  of  lo  years. 

3 

3 

o 

Quarterly  payments,  &c. 

12 

o 

o 

Amoimdng  altogether  to  256  io|.  , 
Two  occafional  fchools,.  one  for  boys,  and  another  for  girls^ 
are  kept  in  Johnfliaven.  The  number  of  fcholars  attending 
each  may  be  from  20  to  30. 

Pier.— The  number  of  poor  in  this  pari(h  is  confiderable» 
owing  to  the  rariety  of  aged  and  infirm  perfons,  who  come 
from  neighbouring  pariihes,  and  take  up  their  tefidence  in 
the  town  of  Johnfhayen,  when  they  are  no  longer  fit  for 
country  work.  Seldom  fewer  than  30  receive  a  monthly  al- 
lowance from  2s.  to  4s.  and  fometimes  53.  each,  according 
to  their  neceflities*  Small  fums  are  likewife  occafionally  dif* 
tribtited  among  fuch  as  are  in  ftraitened  circumftances,  yet 
not  fo  indigent  as  to  require  a  regular  fupply.  It  is  general- 
ly underflood,  that  the  members  of  the  Seflion  have  a  claim 
on  whatever  effe£ts  may  be  left  by  any  one,  who  has  been 
admitted  on  the  poors-roll,  to  the  full  amount  of  the  fum  ad* 
vanccd ;  fo  that  few  folicit  this  afliftance,  except  thofe  who 
arc  really  in  want.  The  means  of  relieving  fuch  are  derived 
from  vanous  iburces,  of  which  the  chief  are,  the  colleAions 
in  the  church  on  Sundays,  which  laft  year  exceeded  35I. 
Sterling ;  the  intereft  of  different  fums,  bequeathed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  poor,  in  the  lands  of  Benholme  and  Knox ;  the 
favings  of  former  conti^ibutions  ;  with  better  than  8h  annu- 
ally for  feat-rents,  amounting  altogether  to  more  than  60L 
Sterling.  The^  diftribution  of  this  fum  falls  within  the  pro- 
VoL.  XV.'  F  f  vincc 
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vince  of  the  minifter  and  elders,  who  make  it  their  bitfinefs 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  (ituation  of  the  parifliionersy 
to  fupply  fuch  as  are  in  want,  and  to  dificottntenanoe  beg- 
ging. Few  beggars  of  courfe  belong  to  this  parifh  ;  but  it 
is  much  infefted  hj  ragrants,  efpeciallj  from  the  North. 
Befides  the  other  charitable  donations,  ander  the  manage- 
ment of  the  kirk-fcfTion,  there  is  a  fund  for  teaching  poor 
fcholars,  and  fupplying  them  with  books.  An  annual  col- 
Ie£lion  is  likevrife  made  at  the  church  doors,  for  die  Infir* 
mary  of  Aberdeen,  which  entitles  the  poor  to  medical  ad* 
▼ice  and  afliftance,  when  they  labour  under  any  bodily  dif- 
trefs,  and  likewife  to  proper  accomodation,  while  their  cure 
is  performing.  In  few  places,  perhaps,  are  die  induftrious 
and  deferving  poor  better  provided  for  than  here.  Befides 
the  fources  of  aOiftance  already  enumerated,  they  find  a  con- 
tinual fupply  in  the  cliaritable  difpofition  of  their  more  opu- 
lent neighbours. 

P(^»Ai//(9ff.— -The  population  within  this  pariih,  during 
the  laft  40  years,  has  been  fiufiuating*  The  total  number 
of  inhabitants,  was 

2m  the  Ctnttrjf.  Im  the  Towm.         TtUi,                           Dijferemce. 

1»    «753»           598  753                1351 

'n    X755,  XJ67  Inaeafe  in  1  ycart      ]4 

In    X773,  17x5  Dietoin  18  yean      34S 

Total  in  ao  yean    364 
In    X793i  53S  1019  1557  I>ecreare  laft  «b  yean  15 S 

Decreafe    60  (ocreafe     a66        Total  increafc  in  40  years  ic6 

But  as  the  ordinary  cftimate  in  the  Sutiilical  Account  is  only  made  kwa 
Br  Webfter'i  report,  the  increafe  between  X753  and  175J,  mofi  be 
dcdaded  -  .  i^ 

Which  makcf  the  ci;ad  increafe  within  38  jears        190 

From 
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From  the  above  ftatement  it  appears,  that  though  the  num« 
bers  in  the  country  part  is  dimini(hed  60,  yet  the  town,  of 
Johnfhaven  being  266  more  numerous  than  it  was  in  1753, 
the  population  has  increafed  on  the  whole  206  (ince  that  pe<- 
riod.  It  is  evident,  however,  from  the  foUowing  tablci  that 
the  population  has  been  gradually  diminilhing  fmce  the  year 
1773.  The  union  of  fcveral  fmall  farms  intp  one  has  con- 
tributed to  thin  the  country,  and  increafe  the  number  of 
town*s  people.  But  while  one  clafs  of  inhabitans  was  be- 
coming more  numerous  in  Johnihaven,  various  caufes  con- 
fpired  to  difperfe  another.  It  appears,  from  undoubted  au- 
thority, that  the  fea-faring  people,  with  their  families,  in  th^t 
town,  about  the  year  1753,  were  equal  to  a  third  of  the 
whole  inhabitants  of  the  parith  \  but  in  1793,  they  did  not 
exceed  a-fizth  part  of  that  number  ;  fo  that^this  clafs  of  in- 
habitants has  been  rapidly  declining  for  the  laft  40  years. 

Table  of  Population  in  the  Parish  of  B£nholme» 
nlUBedfrom  private  BUls  of  Mortality^  kept  by  the  late  Reve* 
rend  Ma  Robert  Tounq, 
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Statistical  Table  of  Benholme  continue©. 
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\  The  Bumhir  rf  foalt  fitm  ibt  ytar  1778  lb  f^<  year  1 789  csnnU  be  fiutti 
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der  eachy  from  1778  /j?  1788,  incluftve  :  Drawn  tip  by  tt^ 
hie  Reverend  ^x  RopEET  Young  Miriifter  of  Benbolme. 
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I  Fr^m  1789,  tbt  hirthi  and  deaths  oftbefe  heUmgimg  to  the  Setfffnm  are  emU" 
tti,  JVbetber  they  have  ^een  hfertedim  the  premotu  years ^  is  uacertaiu ;  tkoi^  H 
it  highly  prehahU^from  'hiit  Yo  u  N  q's  accuracy ^  thai  they  xookld, 

f  0/ihe  ^  mtdef  cafuaUles^  6  were  irematdj  %  fiJeeaUd^  1  hilisd  im  haiih^ 
J  h  '  fi^  fi^  '  ^fit  I  A7  "  ^'''  ^/^  "^^f  «ff^  Z  hy/alltMi  M/«  iheJSre, 
h  the  huts  are  feveral  other  difeofu^  whid  are  miited  on  acswnt  of  the /mail  nvm- 
inr  that  died  o/thm. 
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Fi/bery, — ^About  the  year  4722,  Johnshaven  feeme  to 
have  ranked  among  the  fivft  fifhing  towns  in  Scotland  ;  26 
boats  were  then  employed  in  the  fifliery,  13  of  which  car- 
ried each  from  8  to  10  tons  burden,  the  other  13*  from  5  to 
6  tons.  A  large  boat's  crew,  including  one  or  two  boys,  ge- 
nerally confided  of  iq,  a  fmall  boat*s»'8*  Three  of  the  crew 
were  called^i/»^rf,  who'had  a  (hare  in  the  boat,  kept  her  in 
repair,  and  became  bound  to  indemnify  the  proprietor  of  the 
town  for  the  fum  of  100  f  merks  Scotch,  which  he  adranced 
to  aflid  in  building  the  boat  \  and  alfo  to  pay  a  yearly  rent  of  2K 
I  OS.  Sterling.  To  defray  this  expence,  the  (kippers  were  en^ 
tit)ed  to  erery  fifth  fi(h  taken,  befidcs  their  own  deal  or  (h^e. 
Large  boats  were  employed  from  the  beginning  of  May  till 
the  fird  of  Augud,  in  catching  cod,  ling,  3cc.  or  in  what  ig 
called  the  out  fea  Jijbing^  from  the  fiihing  ground  lying  at  the 
didance  qf  40  or  50  miles  frt>m  (hore.  |n  favourable  we^- 
tjjer,  they  generally  continue^  one,  two^  or  three  nights  at 
fea*  During  the  months  of  Augud  and  September,  they 
brought  a  fufficient  quantity  of  coals  and  peats  from  the 
Frith  of  Forth  to  fupply  the  neighbourhood  through  the 
f^afon :  after  which  thefe  large  boats  were  laid  up  for  win- 
ter. The  fmall  bo?its  wcye  then  employed  in  catching  had- 
docks, whitings,  Jcc.  till  the  end  of  February,  when  the 
near  ^rtat  fijbxng^  about  d  or  !o  miles  from  land,  commen- 
ced. In  this  they  were  engaged,  always  leaving  their  lines 
at  fea  one  nigl^t  or  more,  according  to  the  weather,  till  the 
beginning  of  May,  wher\  the  large  boats  were  again  launch- 
ed into  the  deep.  The  great  fifh  were  purchafed  by  Mon- 
^rofe  merchants,  Caked  and  fent  up  the  Mediterranean.-  The 
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fmall  fi(h  found  a  ready  market  in  the  Frith  ti  Forth,  and 
the  price  of  them  formed  a  ftock  for  the  (iOiers  to  trade  with 
in  Autumn. 

Caufis  rfiu  DnHnc-^lti  this  manner  was  the  fifliing  fuc- 
ceisfuUy  carried  on  till  the  year  1743  s  when  two  of  the  boats 
foundered  at  fea«    This  was  a  fevere  ftroke,  and  followed 
by  another,  a  few  years  after,  equally  deftruAive  to  the  fifli- 
ing, though  not  fo  fatal  to  the  crews.     As  the  boats  wero 
returning  from  the  fea  in  1756,  a  tender  intercepted  3  of 
them,  axvi  imprefled  the  ftouted  of  their  men.    A  demand 
from  government  of  tytiy  fifth  man  to  ferve  on  board  the 
fleet  foon  followed.  The  fiihers  were  obliged  to  comply  with 
the  neceffity  of  the  times,  by  either  goingvthemfelves,  or 
bribing  others  in  their  ftead :  and  thus  purchafed  prote&ions 
for  thofe  who  remained,  at  a  great  expence.     Reduced  in 
men  and  money,  they  were  unable,  by  the  end  of  the  war  in 
1763,  to  fit  out  more  than  8  large  boats,  and  as  many  fmalL 
In  1 768,  they  were  harraQed  by  Prefs^gangs^  and  forced  to 
raife  a  new  levy,  at  the  rate  of  lol.  or  12I.  a  man,    Diflrel^ 
fed  with  fo  many  demands,  and  deprived  of  the  means  of 
fupplying  them,  many  ftout  young  men  abandoned  the  fifli-* 
ing,  and  bound  themfclves  apprentices  to  colliers,  in  order 
to  avoid  ferving  on  board  the  navy ;-— a  fervice,  from  which 
the  impolitic,  though  fometimes  neceflary,  meafure  of  iiH' 
prejfing  is  calculated  to  create  averfion.  The  boats  were  now 
poorly  mann'd,  and  unable  to  go  to  fea,  unlefs  in  very  fa-* 
vourable  weather.    Through  the  poverty  of  their  owners^ 
they  fell  to  pieces,  one  after  another,  till  the  year  1776, 
when  they  were  reduced  to  5.    The  commencement  of  a 
new  war  created  a  new  demand  for  men.    Tenders  and 
prcfs-gangs  perfecuted  them  at  fea.  and  (horc,  and  prevented 
them  from  earning  bread  to  their  families^    It  therefore  be« 
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came  necefiary  to  ftram  the  lad  nerve,  which  many  of  tlieat 
did,  by  raidng  the  enormous  contribution  of  15I.  for  erery 
xnan  who  was  demanded,  in  order  to  procure  protediona  for 
tlie  reft.  But  now,  by  an  unwarrantable  breach  of  good 
faith,  prote£Hons  ferved  only  as  a  pafsport  to  the  Navy.  One 
of  the  boat^mafters  was  imprefled  with  his  protedion  in  his 
pocket,  and  died  on  board  the  Sali/bury^  (hip  of  war  going 
out  to  the  Weft  Indies.  The  cxa£iions  made  on  the  fiihers, 
during  laft  war,  gave  a  decifive  blow  to  the  fifliery  at  Johns- 
haven;  and  'deprived  the  nation  of  a  valuable  nurfery 
for  hardy  feamen.  It  is  now  reduced  to  one  large  boat  in 
fummer,  and  4  or  5  pwls  in  winter,  whofe  crews  confift  of 
old  men  and  boys,  fcarce  fit  to  manage  an  oar.  Thus  do  the 
unjuftifiable  means,  which  are  had  recourfe  to  for  the  tem-> 
porary  fupport  of  any  ftate,  frequently  tend  to  its  final  dc- 
ftru£Hon.  Had  greater  moderation  been  ufcd  in  demanding 
levies  from  Johnftiaven,  during  former  wars,  it  might  ftill 
have  retained  its  rank' among  fifliing  towns,  and  been  able, 
on  the  prefcnt  emergency,  to  contribute  to  the  general  fup- 
port of  the  nation. 

Another  caufe  concurred  in  depopulating  the  fea-faring 
part  of  the  town,  though  the  ruin  of  the  fiOiery  can  only  be 
afcribed  to  the  hardlhips  impofed  on  the  fifhers  by  levying 
and  imprefling  them.  Many  no  doubt  retuTned  from  the 
wars  ripher  than  when  they  went  away  \  but,  after  being 
accuftomed  to  a  navy  life,  they  returned  with  ideas  above 
fiihing,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  when  the  cafe  of  handing  a  fail 
is  compared  with  the  labour  of  tugging  at  the  oar.-  The 
prize  money  and  wages  many  of  them  had  gained,  ferved  to 
purchafc  fmall  veflels,  which  they  employed  in  the  coafting 
trade  ;  and  their  habits  of  induftry,  acquired  in  cirly  life,  by 
degrees  raifed  them  to  larger.  But  the  harbour  of  Johns- 
haven  being  unfafe  for  veflcis  of  any  confidcraWe  bur'then  in 
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winter^  it  became  neceflary  for  them  to  quit  their  natiTC 
place^  where  their  property  could  not  be  prote£ied,  and  to 
take  up  their  reCdence  vrhcrc  (hips  might  be  fecure  in  all 
feafons.  Owing  to  this  caufe,  15  mailers  of  vefiels  from  50 
to  150  tons  burden,  with  their  familiesi  have  removed  to 
Montrofe  (ince  the  year  l^66.  An  equal  number  of  vefTelSj 
about  the  iame  burthen,  ftill  belong  to  Johnfhaven,  which 
cannot  be  br<yight  there  with  fafety  duiing  winter.  The 
raafters  of  thefe  have  hitherto  ftruggled  with  the  inconve- 
nience of  having  their  families  in  one  place,  and  their  pt 0- 
peity  in  another,  nearly  one  half  of  the  y^ar ;  but  it  is  more 
than  probable,  that  they  will  fellow  the  example  of  their 
neighbours,  unlefs  fome  material  improvement  i^  made  upoa 
the  harbour. 

Pitr  and  Pr&pofed  ImprovenienU — A  fmall  piet  or  wharf  hai 
been  ere£led  of  late,  by  means  of  which  vefTels  may  load  and 
unload  at  any  time  of  the  tide,  in  favourable  weather ;  but 
till  a  bulwark  is  raifed  to  break  the  force  of  the  fea,  it  uever 
can  become  a  place  of  fafety  5  and  any  thing  flidrt  of  that  cart 
add  little  to  the  profpcrity  of  the  town.  The  expcncc  necet- 
i^ary  for  tliis  purpofe,  according  to  an  eftimate  made  by  an 
ardiite^  who  viewtd  the  ground  in  1754,  would  not  ex- 
ceed 900 1.  Nature  has  indeed  hid  the  foundation,  and  like- 
>rife  fuinifhed  the  materials  for  building  a  proper  harbour; 
On  the  caft  fide,  a  ledge  of  free  ftone  rocks,  about  30  yards 
broad,  reaches  from  high  water,  at  neap  tide,  to  low  water  at 
fpring  tide,  which  are  feldo'm  overflowed  except  in  feverc 
ftorms.  On  the  Weft  fide,  a  number  of  flat  rocks  run  out 
from  the  beach  S.  S.  W.  into  the  open  fea,  clofc  by  the  fide 
of  which  there  is  6  or  8  fathom  water.  The  South  end  of 
thefe  is  covered  by  half  tide,  when  fmall  veflels  may  enter 
the  harbour,  though  they  cannot,  until  near  full  fea,  reach  the 
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prefent  warf.  In  ordinary  tides  the  depth  of  the  harbour  is 
from  10  to  12  fcety  which  might  be  farther  increafcd  at  no 
great  expence,  as  the  bottom  is  a  foft  marly  rock* 

Prohabk  Advantages^-^VT cxt  the  adrantaf^es.  arifing  from  a 
fafc  harbour  at  Johnshaven  confined  to  the  town  or  ercn 
neighbourhood,  they  mi^ht  be  thought  fcarcely  equivalent  to 
-  the  expencc  neceflary  to  procure  them  :  But  when  it  ts  confi- 
dered  tliat  a  great  part,  one  half  at  feaft  of  the  county,  would 
profit  greatly  by  this  improvement,  the  expence*mu(l  appear 
iriconfiderable.  If  the  utility  of  the  defign  were  attended  to, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  the  time  of  its  execution  might  not 
be  very  diftant.  Many  obflacles,  which  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented manufaflures  from  flourifhing  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  would  then  be  removed  \  and  the  expence  of  land 
carriage,  which  is  more  or  lefs  a  draw  back  upon  every  branch 
of  trade,  would  be  greatly  diminiihcd.  To  vefiels  employed 
in  the  coafting  trade  it  would  prove  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence,  as  they  might  find  an  cafy  and  fafe  retreat  here  from 
the  ftorni,  in  certain  winds,  when  it  would  be  deftruQion 
for  them  to  attempt  landing  on  any  other  part  of  the  coaft, 
betwixt  the  Frith  of  Forth  and  the  Murray  Frith, 

Trade  and  Commerce. — ^The  trade  here  chiefly  confifts  in 
importing  coals  and  exporting  grain.  A  fufiicient  quantity 
o^the  former  article  is  brought  in  fummer  from  Sunderland, 
and  the  Frith  of  Forth,  to  fupply  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood through  the  year.  Some  cargoes  of  lime  are  alfo 
brought  from  the  fame  places,  for  the  ufe  of  the  farmer.  Till 
of  late,  ftlontrofc  was  the  only  market  for  grain  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, when  two  merchants  in  Johnshaven  were  tempt- 
ed, by  the  fiiuation  of  the  place,  to  commence  dealers  in 
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j^ain.  The  adventure  has  not  only  proved  advantageous  to 
themfelvesi  but  highly  beneficial  to  the  neighbourhood.  The 
farmer  being  enabled  to  deliver  his  grain  in  lefs  than  one  half 
the  time  which  was  formerly  required,  has  it  more  in  his 
power  to  embrace  a  favourable  feafon  when  it  offers. .  This 
is  of  the  utmoft  moment  here,  where  the  nature  of  the  foil, 
in  many  places  is  fuch,  that  it  can  only  be  plowed  to  ad- 
Tantage  between  wet  and  dry.  The  ftiort  carriage,  therefore, 
gives  them  a  decided  preference  above  other  merchants,  who 
Kre  at  a  greater  diftancC)  fo  that  they  purchafe  moft  of  the 
barley  produced  for  many  miles  around,  which  they  either 
convert  into  malt,  for  the  Norway  market,  or  fend  to  the 
Frith  of  Forth.  From  3000  to  4000  bolls  of  grain  aie  an- 
nually exported 

MtanufaEiures, — A  manufa£iure  of  fail  cloth  has  of  late 
been  tftabliOied  in  the  town  of  Johnshaven,  by  a  Company 
of  Dundee  merchants.  This  affords  employment  at  times  to 
about  50  men,  befides  a  number  of  women.  To  form  a  fair 
opinion  of  any  undertaking  in  its  infancy  is  difficult,  but 
were  the  harbour  improved,  there  is  every  probability  tliat 
this  would  fucceed,  as  it  would  then  labour  under  no  local 
difadvantage. 
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Wheel-wrt^ts,  • 

Weavers, 

Stocking  ditto,  : 

Shoe-maker*. 
Tailor*, 

fiatchert,  ; 

MUIers 
Bakers, 
pardeners. 

Slaters  .  » 

Flax  dre0ert,  * 

Chapman,  •  • 

Carrierf,  .  • 

Penny  poU  between  Bertie  and 
Johnfliaven, 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Provtfi$ns  — Of  late  the  price  of  la- 
bour and  provifions  has  greately  increafcd  ;  5  !•  per  annum 
vould  have  been  conficiered  as  high  wages  for  the  bed  plough- 
ifian  a  few  y^ars  ago ;  now  8 1*  would  be  ofleied  in  vain. 
From  30  s.  to  9  I.  were  the  common  yearly  wages  of  fonale 
fervants  \  of  late  they  receive  from  3  1.  to  4 1 ;  a  day*labour- 
er  within  thefe  few  years  thought  himfelf  well  paid  with  8d, 
but  now  expe6ls  i  s.  per  day.  Except  among  houfe  carpen- 
ters and  mafon^^  who  daily  receive  from  is.  6d.  to  as.,  the 
advance  of  wages  has  not  been  fo  rapid  in  other  occupations. 
As  many  employed  in  thefe,  however,  are  paid  by  the  piece, 
their  income  cannot  be  mentioned  with  certainty.  Butcher 
meat,  within  the  laft  30  year's,  has  rifen  from  one  id.  to  3  j 
jpfr/wi/«</,  and  many  other  articles  of  provifion  in  a  higher 
proportion. 

Minerals. — ^In  this  pariih  there  are  fcveral  quarries  of  free 
ftone,  and  one  in  particular  upon  the  cftate  of  Benholme,  of 
•^Xi  excellent  quality.     All  the  rocks  on  the  coaft  chiefly  con- 
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fift  of  tfab  fort  of  ftone ;  but  what  is  found  vidua  flood 
mark)  being  impregnated  with  faline  particles,  always  retains 
a  oioifture,  and  is  therefore  improper  for  building  dwelling 
houles.  Mill  (lone  of  a  good  quality  is  found  in  many  pla** 
ces  along  the  fliore. 

Roads  and  Bridges. — ^The  poft  road  leading  from  Montrofe 
to  Aberdeen  runs  through  this  parifh,  in  a  line  almoft  parel-* 
lei  with  the  coa(l>  and  nearly  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from 
it.  Not  far  from  the  church,  and  near  to  each  other,  there 
are  two  ftone  bridges  upon  this  road,  which  contribute  much 
to  its  improvement.  A  different  dire£lion,  howeyer,  would 
be  neceflary  to  render  it  completely  eafy,  as  the  ground,  both 
on  the  Eaft  and  Weft  fides  of  thefe  bridges,  rifes  to  a  conli- 
dcr^ble  hei^t.  From  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  difficult 
ty  of  bringing  gravel  from  the  (hore,  the  high  way  has  hither-* 
to  been  deep  in  winter.  Nor  are  the  crofs  roads  in  a  better 
ftate.  The  ftatute  labour  is  infufficicnt,  and  is  performed  with 
relu£lancy.  A  turnpike  has  often  been  propofed  through 
this  county,  and  will  doubtlefs  in  the  end  be  found  the  only 
means  for  promoting  focial  intercourfe,  by  rendering  travdt 
}ing  more  comfortable. 

Di/advaritages.^-^Dccp  roads  and  a  bad  harbour  are 
the  only  material  difadvantages  under  which  this  diftri£l  la- 
bours. Fufi  is  no  doubt  fcarce ;  but  were  the  harbour  im- 
proved, the  opportunity  of  landing  coals  at  all  feafons,  would 
prevent  the  want  of  any  other  kind  of  fuel  from  being  felt. 
At  prefient  many  poor  people  frequently  pay  an  exorbitant 
price  for  thb  neceflary  article,  and  are  often  obliged  to  en- 
dure the  rigour  of  the  cold,  from  not  being  able  in  fummer 
(0  lay  in  a  fufficient  fupply. 

^ntijuitUs* 


€38  Staiiflical  Account 

Atfiiquiitet'^^Amcxig  the  few  antiqucies  in  this  parifiii  ma^ 
be  mentioned  a  fquare  toweri  which  was  the  ancient  refi- 
dence  of  the  family  of  Benholmey  and  is  ftill  kept  in  repair^ 
though  not  inhabited.  From  its  peninfular  fituntion,  thick- 
nefs  of  walls,  and  battlements  on  the  roof;  this  building 
fcems  to  have  been  originally  intended  for  a  place  of 
ftrength ;  and  before  the  ufe  of  artillery,  was  probably  not 
}U  calculated  to  refift  the  fudden  attack  of  an  enemy.  When 
this  llrong  hold  was  built  is  uncertain.  On  the  fummit  of 
the  nearcft  hill  to  the  fca,  except  one,  bordering  with  the 
parifh  of  Cyrus,  and  commanding  an  cxtcnfive  profpcft, 
ilands  a  rough  ftone,  in  the  circumference  of  a  ftony  circle, 
commonly  called  the  Chach  Stone,  It  is  more  than  a  foot 
thick,  meafures  8  feet  along  the  ground,  and  rifcs  nearly  6 
;ibove  its  furface,  in  an  inclined  dire£lion  towards  the  North.  % 

CharaBn^ 


f  As  there  is  no  phce  in  the  neighlMiirhood,  except  one  at  the  South  corner 
•f  the  parifh,  cIoHc  by  the  fliore,  where  ftonet  of  the  Tame  quality  are  found, 
H  appears  to  have  been  brought  from  thence,  not  without  confiderable  diffi* 
<ulty,  the  ipterfcpiiig  fptce  being  a  pretty  fteep  afcent  of  more  than  a  mile. 
It  would  feem  therefore  to  have  been  ereded  for  fome  ufcful  purppfe,  pc;^ 
flaps  with  a  view  to  perpetuate  fome  memorable  event.  Tradition  fays,  a  bat- 
tle was  fought  near  the  place,  and  the  number  of  flint  heads  of  arrows,  found 
on  the  fide  of  the  hill  where  it  ftanils,  affords  Ibme  reafon  to  credit  this  re- 
port. Between  this  and  the  coaft,  a  gre»t  quantity  of  human  bones  has  been 
^ug  upv  >n  the  courfe  oi  improving  the  U^nd,  for  Qearly  the  fp«ce  of  a  mile  a. 
long  the  rifing  ground  above  Johnshavciv  The  bottom  and  fides  of  the  graves, 
containing  thefc  bones,  were  all  lined  with  rough  (lones.  h  is  difficult  to  ac- 
count for  fo  great  a  fpace  being  occupied  by  dead  bodies,  on  any  other  fup- 
portion  than  that  of  an  engagement :  At  the  lame  time,  it  fcems  doubtful 
whether  fucli  a  degree  of  attention  would  be  bellowed  in  burying  aU  the  dead 
ilain  in  the  field  of  battle,  unlef»  we  confider  it  as  mark  of  regard  from  the 
fulvivors,  to  thofc  who  had  probably  fallen  in  defence  of  their  countty. 
'I  >f  re  were  no  arms  in  any  of  thefe  gravea;  but  one  or  two  have  been  found, 


tfBenbolme*     ^  239 

CharaRer  and  Manners. — Smuggling,  which  former- 
merly  tended  to  debauch  the  morals  of  the  fca-faring-peoplc, 
is  no  longer  carried  on  within  the  bounds  of  this  pariAi. 
Drunkennefe  and  fighting  are  confequently  little  heard  of. 
Any  petty  fquabbles,  that  now  happen,  feldom  proceed  far- 
ther than  high  words-  A  few  profecutions  for  fcandalhave  re- 
formed t}ie  obnoxious  pra£lice  of  abufive  language,  which 
was  much  in  ufe,  and  taught  the  generality  to  bridle  their 
tzngues.  Frugality,  fobriety,  and  induftry,  are  the  diftin- 
{uiihing  chara£ler lilies  of  the  country  people.  The  hitabi- 
tanis  of  Johnshaven  are  not  deficient  in  the  two  firft  of  thcfe 
virtues,  though  there  is  dill  room  for  amendment  with  re^ 
gard  to  induftry.  Among  every  rank,  however,  both  in 
country  and  town,  there  is  charity  enough  to  "  cover  a  mut 
*'  titude  of  fins." 

To  Conclude. — About  50  years  ago,  the  Excife  ofiRcer's  fa- 
mily was  the  only  one  in  Johnshaven  that  made  ufe  of  tea  \ 
when  the  tea  kettle  was  carried  to  the  well,  to  bring  in  wa- 
ter 

Id  ftone  coffins  of  aboat  4  fe«t  long,  at  a  place  called  Moat  Hill,  not  far 
from  the  manfion  houfe  of  Benholme.  On  an  emineoce  bordering  with  Gar. 
vcck,  called  Kinttett  or,  more  properly,  Kin/t  Stat  HiU,  there  U  a  large  heap 
cf  Hooet  or  Ca/Vjv,  where,  according  to  tradition,  a  King  fat  in  judgement ; 
among  other  complaints,  many  were  lodged  againfl  MtLviLC  of  Allardice, 
at  that  time  Sheriff  of  the  coonty,  for  his  oppreflion.  The  Royal  Judge, 
either  wearied  with  the  complainers,  or  enraged  at  the  offender,  faid,  proba- 
bly in  a  peevifli  humour;  "  i  wiih  that  Sheriff  were  fodden  and  fupped  in 
**  brofe."  Such  was  the  favage  barbarity  of  the  times,  that  the  Barons,  who 
were  Utile  aecnftomed  to  the  formalities  of  a  trial,  laid  hold  on  thefe  words, 
and  put  them  literally  in  execution.  The  place  where  the  deed  was  perpe- 
trated, lyes  at  the  bottom  of  the  hills,  on  the  Cde  neit  Garvock,  b  not  unlike 
the  cavity  of  a  kila  for  drying  corn,  and  fliil  retains  the  name  of  the  Sbeii- 
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ter,  numbers  both  of  children  and  grown  people  followed  It, 
expreffing  their  wonder,  and  fuppofing  it  to  be  *'  0  hm/l 
'<  wkb  d  icrnJ*  In  thofe  days  of  fimplicity,  a  watch  or  an 
eight  day  clock  would  hare  created  equal  furprife.  Now  die 
tea  kettle  has  loft  the  power  of  aftanifliing,  having  become 
a  neceflary  piece  of  furniture  among  the  meaneft :  and  one 
can  fcarcely  enter  a  houfe  where  he  is  not  put  in  mind  of 
the  fleeting  of  time  from  fome  one  comer  of  it. 


NUMBER. 


NUMBER   XIV. 
PARISH  OF    MONXl£, 


(County  of  Perth,  PaEsfcTTERT  op  AucHTBRiRi>ER,  StnoIi 
OS  Perth  and  Stirlinq.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  George  Erskinx,  Minister. 


Origin  of  the  Name* 

llL  competent  judges  of  the  Gaelic  agree  that  th^ 
name  Monzie  is  derived  from  that  language.  But  they  differ 
a  little  about  its  orthography  or  fignification.  Some  think 
it  (hould  be  wrote  Monieu,  which  fignifies  Deer  HiU,  as  pro- 
bably at  that  period  the  hills  abound  with  that  fpccies  o£ 
game.  Others  think  it  (hould  be  wrote  Moniuiy  which  fig- 
nifies hillfooU  and  is  very  cxpreffive  of  the  fituation  of  the 
habitable  parts  of  the  parifli.  But  a  third  clafs  maintain,  and 
with  the  grcatcft  probability,  that  it  (hould  be  wrote  Moegbet 
wnich  fignifies  gpodplttin^  as  the  low  lying  grotinda  arc  pret- 
ty fatile. 

EKUtii  Forfn^  and  Situation.-^Thc  citcnt  of  this  parilh  is 

Tcry  co'nfidcraWc,  being  from  E.  to  W,  7  Englifli  miles,  and 
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from  N.  to  S.  at  the  grcateft  breadth,  12  miles.  Its  figure 
is  irregular,  perhaps  fomewhat  fimihr  to  the  crof$«  It  \% 
diftant  from  the  town  of  Perth  14  miles,  and  from  the  town 
of  Crieff,  3  miles.  The  pariQi  is  a  mountainous  diftri£V.  It 
lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Grampian  hills.  The  habitable 
part  of  the  parilh.is  divided  into  the  bach  and  the  fire  part^  by 
a  ridge  of  very  high  hills  4  miles  in  breadth.  Each  of  (hefe 
habitable  parts  is  a  narrow  valley,  enclofed  by  hills  all  the 
length  of  the  pari(h,  from  E.  to  W. 

S*;/,  Zurfacei  Cuhivatm^  and  Produce^  {j'ir.— The  foil  of 
this  pari(h  is  various,  in  general  it  is  light,  dry  and  good,  but 
ihallow.    Part  of  it  is  gravellifli^  much  of  it  moflj,  and 
fome  of  it  clay.    By  far  the  greatcft  part  of  the  parifli   con- 
fifts  of  hills  and  (heep  farms.    The  hills  are  partly  green, 
but  moftly  covered  with  heath,  and  the  interjacent  fiats  are 
covered  with  bent,  and  rather  fwampy.     On  the  whole,  not 
above  a  third  part  of  the  parilh  is  arable :  In  the  lower   part 
of  the  pari(h,  they  are  introducing  the  EngliOi  ploughs, 
drawn  with  two  horfes,  and  the  man  who  holds,  alfo  drives 
it.     In  the  more  fteep  ground,  they  ufe  the  Scotch  plough, 
drawn  by  4  horfes,  all  a-brea(l,  becaufe  they  think  it  anfwers 
better  for  going  up  hills.     About  tlie  middle  or  end  of  the 
month  of  March,  they  fo w  oats  and  peafe,  then  their  flax ;  after 
which  they  fet  potatoes ;  and  laft  of  all  they  fow  their  barley. 
Tlie  earlieft  barley  is  ripe  about  the  middle  of  Auguft  ;   the 
harveft  becomes  general  in  September,  and  is  finiflied  about 
the  end  of  that  month. 

Climate^  Dtfeafesy  and  Longevity.-^Tht  clipaate  of  this  pa- 
Tifli  is  good  but  various.  Mild,  gentle  and  dry  in  the  Vales, 
while  the  hills  are  hid  in  fog,  or  covered  with  fnow,  or  wafli- 
ed  with  rains.  A  very  common  diforder  here>  is  the  chronic 
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iheamatifm,  feiztng  the  poorer  fort  of  peoplei  efpecially  thofc 
more  advanced  in  life  ;  and  this  chiefly  is  owing  to  their  mi- 
fenble  naode  of  livingi  the  coldnefs  and  dampnefs  of  their 
boufcs,  and  the*  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  fuel.  Slow  fevers 
too  attack  them  about  fpring  and  autumni  but  feldom  proye 
mortal.  Some,  though  very  few,  die  of  confumption  and 
palfey.  The  fmall  pox  raged  much  here  formerly,  but  is 
now  much  mitigated  by  tl)e  general  introduftion  of  innpcu- 
Uiion.  The  air  on  the  whole  being  falubrious,  there  are  a 
number  of  inftances  of  Jofigcvity  in  the  parifh.  One  man 
died  'atcly  aged  ico  years  •,  one  is  ftill  alive  aged  92,  who 
vas  formerly  a  d^y-labourer,  and  who  is  (till  able  to  walk  a- 
bout,  and  fee  his  friends  \  and  there  is  a  confide rable  nu;n« 
bcr  of  healthy  people,  aged  70  and  80. 

Rraers  and  Fijb. — The  Anions  or  Almorif  is  the  ptincipsil 
river.  It  runs  through  the  Eaft  part  of  the  pari(b,  and  inter- 
feds  it  about  1 2  miles.  The  river  Skaggie^  runs  through  the 
centre  of  the  pariOi,  and  divides  it  for  about  3  miles.  Thi 
river  Keltie  runs  through  the  parifh,  towards  the  Weft  enjJi 
interfeciing  it  for  about  2  miles  :  And)  the  fmall  river  Bar^ 
«ir  feparates  this  parifli  from  that  of  Monivaird,  for  abiout 
2  miles.  All  thefe  rivers  have  their  fources  in  the  north- 
era  part  of  this  parifli,  and,  after  a  variety  of  meander- 
ing circuits  among  the  hills,  they  run  dire^ily  South*  The 
Amon,  after  approaching  near  the  South  fide  of  this  pariih, . 
runs  caftward,  until  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Tay  above 
Perth.  The  reft  of  thefe  rivers  meet  ijear  the  Weft  end  of 
die  parifli,  whence  they  run  ftill  farther  weftward,  in  one 
jlream,  which  ei^pties  itfelf  into  the  rfver  Earttj  a  little  a- 
bovc  ditS.  Each  of  thefe  rivers,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
\^iojnif  which  defcend  from  tlie  hiljs,  and  run  into  them,  a- 
bound  with  good  black  trouts ;  and  the  Amon  has  a  pccu- 
H  b  ?  liav 
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liar  fpecies  of  fine  white  tiouts.  Some  haTe  been  t^en^ 
wlueh  weighed  from  31b.  to  41b  ;  and  meafured  from  1  to 
I  i  foot  long.  Salmon  grilfes  liave  alfo  been  tahen^  from 
71b.  to  lolb.  weight;  and  at  the  fpawning  time, falmon  have 
been  got,  (though  contrary  to  law)  weighing  %q  lb. 

JFWx.-r-About  50  years  ago,  this  parifli  abounded  a  gteat 
deal  more  in  wood  than  it  docs  at  pnefcnt.  The  back  part 
of  the  parifh,  called  Glenalmon^  feems  to  have  been  once  one 
continued  foreft,  whereas  now  there  is  only  on|  large  pine 
tree  to  be  feen  in  the  whole  of  it.  There  is  a  confidcrable 
quantity  of  woodland  (lill  in  the  fore  part  of  the  parifh  ;  it 
confifts  of  oaks,  elms,  beeches,  birks,  planes,  and  large  faughs. 
There  are  5  woods  upon  the  cftate  of  Monzie,  two  upon  that 
of  Calendar,  and  one  upon  that  of  Cultoquhey  *,  and  all  of 
them  are  very  thriving.  Bcfides  thcf<f,  there  arc  beautiful 
and  tall  plaDtations  around  the  manfion-houfes  of  Monzie 
and  Cultoquhey.  Thcfe  woods  Mxre  cut  and  fold  within 
thcfe  few  years,  and  brought  a  high  price.  Upon  the  banks 
of  the  rivers  and  bums,  as  well  as  in  the  dens,  there  is  a  com- 
fiderable  quantity  of  (hrubs,  which  are  both  ufeful  and  orna« 
mental. 

Wild  Animah.^^Tlie  wild  quadrupeds  are  hares,  badgers, 
rabbits,  icoe-bucks,  deers,  foxes  and  otters*  All  the  wild 
fowls  and  birds  of  prey,  M'hich  are  natives  of  the  North  of 
Scotland,  frequent  the  woods  :  Thniihes,  linnets,  biack-^birds, 
6nches,  darlings,  patridges,  wild  ducks,  herons,  muir  fowl  \ 
hawks,  ravens,  hooded  crdws,  and  water  crows  \  and  fome- 
times  we  are  vifited  by  the  eagle.  The  birds  of  the  migra- 
tory kind  are  the  fwallow,  cuckow,  plover,  feldtfare,  and  at 
times  the  kingVfiflier. 

State  cf  Prcperty,  Services,  tsfc, — During  thefe  laft  30 
year99  there  has  been  no  transfer  of  property  in  the  parifli. 
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A  conCderable  part  of  it  b  inclofed,  but  the  greater  part  of 
at  ftill  lies  open.  The  tenants  are  fully  convinced  of  the 
great  advantage  of  incloCng,  and  would  very  willingly  give 
the  proprietors  intereft  for  fuch  fums  as  might  be  neceflary 
for  that  purpofe.  However,  as  many  of  them  have  no  leafes 
of  their  farmst  fuch  are  difcouraged  even  from  that.  The 
dread  of  being  removed^  where  an  avaricious  neighbour  of- 
fers an  augmentation,  or  an  unfeeling  mafter  accepts  the 
bribe  of  iniquityi  binds  up  the  hand  of  induftry,  and  bars 
the  way  of  improvement.  As  the  arable  ground  is  of  very 
difTerent  quality,  fo  we  find  it  let  at  very  diflfcrcnt  rents. 
As  to  the /«/2^/V/frj,  they  rent  their  grounds  at  los.  to  a5S. 
an  acre.  Thofe  who  have  large  farms,  rent  the  arable  grotmd 
at  from  8s.  to  los.  an  acre.  The  hill  part  of  the  parifli,  is 
let  by  the  lump  to  thofe  farmers  who  are  neareft  to  it,  and 
they  pay  a  feparate  rent  for  it  s  grafs  parks  have  been  let  in 
thb  pariih  at  2I.  2s.  per  acre.  A  great  deal  of  fervices  are 
ftill  performed  by  all  of  them  to  the  proprietors,  which 
increafe  the  value  of  the  rents.  Thefe  fervices  are  chief*> 
ly  farm  work,  with  carriages  of  peats  and  coals.  In  the 
cefs  book,  the  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  2900I.  Scotch ; 
the  real  rent  is  nearly  1700K  Sterling.  As  there  never  was 
any  furvey  taken  of  this  parifli,  the  exadl  number  of  acres  in 
H  cannot  be  afcertained.  None  of  the  land  is  common. 
Every  proprietor  knows  exa£lly  the  marches  of  his  own 
eftate.  The  moft  of  the  hilly  part  is  pafture,  becaufe  of  its 
fteepneis,  but  the  lower  parts  are  cultivated  and  pcodnoo 
very  well.  There  is  but  a  very  faiall  pare  of  the  parifli  thir- 
led to  their  lairds  mills,  they  being  exempted  from  that  bon- 
dage, and  free  to  grind  their  com  where  they  pleafe,  upon 
conditions  of  dieir  paying  to  the  proprietor  a  fum  among 
them,  equal  to  the  rent  of  the  mill,  and  this  in  proportion  ta 
(heir  own  rents. 

Produce^ 
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Proiueti  Exports^  &c.— -The  prindpal  crops  raifed  in  this 
parifii,  are  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  potatoes.  Of  late,  they 
hare  fown  fome  peafe,  rye,  vrheat,  grafs  feeds,  and  tuniips» 
all  of  which  do  very  well.  As  the  produce,  cfpecially  of  the 
fore  part  of  the  parifli,  is  much  greater  than  is  neceflary  for 
the  confumption  of  its  inhabitants,  confiderable  quantities  of 
butter,  cheefe,  meal,  mutton,  beef,  pork,  oat-meal,  barley^ 
and  potatoes,  are  dtfpofed  of  in  the  towns  and  places  adja- 
cent* 

Horfes^  Black- cattle^  Sheepy  and  Jf^ooL-^Thc  cattle  are  all  of 
the  fmall  kind,  but  good  of  their  fizcs.  All  the  high  priced 
cattle  belong  to  the  low  part  of  the  pari(h,  and  arc  rear-  , 
ed  in  gentlemen's  parks.  Grazing  cattle  is  now  become 
more  common  than  it  M'as  formerly.  The  farmers  in  gene- 
ral, rear  their  own  cattle,  of  every  fpecics,  and  thus  hep  their 
Stock  (as  they  term  it,)  tdive.  They  keep  from  2  to  6  work- 
ing horfes,  each,  and  from  3  to  6,  and  fome  even  10  or  la 
milk  cows.  It  is  believed,  that  there  are  10,000  flieep  in 
the  pariih.  They  are  of  the  Scotch  beed,  and  very  hardy. 
'  Their  wool  is  good,  and  their  flefli  very  fweet.  The  aver* 
age.  prices  of  cattle,  wool,  &:c.  are  as  follows ; 

Working  borica  fcU  at  from  L.  3    o     each,  to  ,        L*  8    o    • 

Milk  cows               — _       %    o               ■!  ,    '       800 

Cattle  for  ilaughter  — -^—       i  10       ..  ,                  700 

Sheep                              ■            O    5      ■  .       .        o  18    9 

"^ool                       ......      o  10  per  (lone,  ,               e  la    • 

Ditto  fmeared  wkh  tar  -r*-     o    6  -v-  — ^  o    8    • 

Pcpuhtion, — There  is  every  rcafon  to  believe,  tliat  the  po- 
pulation of  this,  as  well  as  of  fome  of  the  neighbouring  pa- 
yilbes,  has  greatly  diminiflied,  fincc  the  beginning  of  the  prc- 
fcnt  century.    The  remains  of  uninhabited  houfes,  the  emi- 
grations 


{rations  of  young  people  of  both  fexesj  who,  thinking  their 
parents  oppreffed  in  their  farms,  go  away  to  other  partSj  and 
other  employments  ;  fewer  of  thofe  who  remain  joining  in 
marriage  now  than  formerly  \  and,  above  all,  the  monopoly 
of  farms,  which  fo  much  prevails ;  fome  individuals  rent- 
ing and  farming  lands,  formerly  poflefTed  by  6,  8,  or  lo^ 
apd  fome  even  poflefled  by  20  tenants ;  thefe,  and  many  o- 
ther  circumftances,  account  for  and  prove  the  great  decreafc 
of  the  populatiol^*  No  enumeration  of  this  parifli,  however, 
previous  to  the  one  drawn  up  in  1755,  at  the  requeft  of  Dr 
Webfter,  has  been  made ;  or,  if  it  was,  can  now  be  difcover- 
ed.  Upon  comparing  that  report,  however,  with  the  refub 
of  an  enumeration  madeby-thc  prefcnt  incumbent  in  1792^ 
the  decreafe  within  thefe  40  years  does  not  appear  fo  greats 
as,  from  the  above  caufes,  might  have  been  expelled : 
For  the  number  of  fouls  in  1755,  was  -  x  192 

Ditto  in  1792,  -  -  .11^6 

Hence  the  decreafe  is  only 

Of  thefe  there  were  examinable  pcrfons. 
Children  under  that  age. 

Married  perfons. 
Widows  and  widowers, 
Bachelors  and  unmarried  women. 
Inhabitants  in  the  village, 
Poor  on  the  roll. 

The  No.  of  births  *,  from  December  1792  to  De- 
cember 1793,  was 

Marriages  •  within  that  period, 

Deaths* 


30 

9 

29 


•»»  No  record  of  funeralf  had  ever  been  kept  ia  the  pariHi  preriow  to 
Decemher  179* ;  nor,  for  a  long  time,  was  there  even  any  rcgiilcr  of  births 
or  marriages ;  but,  npon  the  moft  accnrate  enquiry  that  can  be  made,  the  a- 
hoTe  appeal  to  be  the  afcrage  numbers  for  many  years  paft. 
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ConSihm  and  Occvpatiwjj^^AH  the  inhabitftnte  o£  thb  |M» 
rifh  are  either  proprictorft,  farmers^  tradelinen,  or  day4»- 
bourers.  The  great  pari  of  the  farming  work,  is  done 
by  the  formers  themfehesi  their  wivesi  their  fonS)  and  dwir 
daughters.  There  is  a  great  number  of  pendiclers  and  cot- 
tagers in  this  pariih.  The  former  dafs  are  thofe  who  rent 
a  houfe  and  a  fmall  piece  of  ground  from  the  proprietor  ; 
the  latter  rent  it  from  the  tenant,  and  are  obliged  to  work  to 
him  during  the  harveft,  and  even  at  other  times,  if  it  be  need» 
ful. 


Nd.  of  proprietors,              • 

6    .--^  BUck-fh^dis, 

4 

-~  W«aven, 

54    — -Mafoiis, 

A 

>•— Coopen, 

4    — —  MiUcrs, 

4 

Jklhcw, 

7 

8    — —  Farmers,                   • 

8t 

6i 

lo    —  Coccagers, 

S6 

—  Tailors, 

iza 

»P-ta— .  Gardtncrs, 

ManifaElures. — ^Thc  principal  one  in  the  parifh  is  that  of 
weaving.  They  weave  all  kinds  of  plain  and  tweeled  linen, 
and  woolen  cloth  \  and  thefe  not  only  for  their  own  ufe,  but 
alfo  for  ikle  \  the  chief  kinds  of  cloth  made  by  them  are  plaid- 
en^  linen  and  fcrims.  The  plaiden  they  fell  at  from  icd. 
to  I4d.  per  yard.  They  make  a  very  large  quantity  of  linen 
cloth|  and  bleach  it  excellently  themfelves ;  it  is  of  various  de-» 
grecs  of  finenefs,  and  they  fell  it  at  from  is.  to  48.  per  yard. 
Some  families,  where  there  are  only  two  looms,  have  made 
and  fold  1000  yards  ptr  annum.  The  fctim  is  a  narrow 
linen  clotb>  of  different  degrees  of  finenefs,  and  which  they 
feU  without  bleaching  it.  It  is  all  exported,  perhaps  for 
trowfcrs.  The  xv^omcn  fpin  a  great  deal  of  yam,  v'hich  they 

make 
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make  into  cloth  for  fale,  ahd  thus  \>\  their  itiduftry  taife  ^ 
part  of  their  rent. 


Prices  of  Provlfioris  and  Labour. — Owing  to  the  Wet  harveft 
in  1 792,  provifions  rofe  much  in  their  price.  Work  here  is 
generally  done  by  the  piece.  The  wages  of  domeftic  fer- 
vants  are  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  farm  fcrfants.  The 
following  are  the  average  prices  at  prefent,  (1793)  ^^^  ^^ 
proTinons  and  labour : 


Prices  of  Pk'ovisions. 

Oat  raeal,  per  peck,         L.  o    X  o 

Barley  ditto,           -             o    o  S 

Oats,  per  boll,  fropi  168  to  o  1?  o 

Bear  per  ditto,  16s.  to  i  o  o 
Potatoes  per  peck,  3d.  to  006 
Beef,  mottoo,  veal,  and  peik. 


per  lb.             -                   0 

o3i 

A  pig,                      .                0 

4  0 

A  goofe,            -                    0 

i    6 

A  duck,                -                 0 

1    0 

A  turke7,            *                1 0 

3    0 

A  hen,                    -             0 

I    0 

A  chicken,           -               0 

0    3 

Butter  1,  per  lb.               *    0 

0    9 

Cbcefc  1  per  ditto,  from  id. 

to                    -                   0 

0    3 

PaiCBs  or  Labour. 

A  day  labouer,  from  March 

^to  NoTembcr,  per  day,  from 
II.  to  -  L.  o    z    ^ 

Ditto  from  Nov.  to  March, 

8d.  to  -  0x0 

Ditto  duiing   harveft   and 

haf- making,  -  o    I    6 

A  woman,  at  farm  work  in 

fnmmer,  -  o    i    o 

A  joiner,     '  -  016 

A  (later,  -  o    •»    o 

A  tailor,  with  maintainance,  o  o  S 
A  man  fervant^^raiijuiOT,  with 

ditto,  from  L.  3  co  800 

A  woman,  per  ditto  with 

ditto,  L.  3  to  406 

A  roan  in  harveft/  for  the 

feafon,  -  x  Xo    6 

A  woman  in  ditto,  for  ditto, 

ija^to  -  Zoo 


Ecclejidftical  State^  Heritors^  &c. — All  the  inhabitants  are 
of  the  eftablifhed  churchi  excepting  1  Berean^  5  Epifcopa- 
lian5>  and  30  Antiburgher  Secedets*    There  are  no  Romait 

Vol.  XV  li  Catholics 

I  \  Butur  and  ch^cfe  are  fold  by  the  tron  weight,  all  other'  irtidef 
titbcr  by  EngUfli  or  Dutch, 
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Catholics  in  this  paiiQi.  All  of  thefe  come  occafionally  to  the 
church,  excepting  the  Antiburghers.  Tlie  King  is  patron, 
but  t})e  family  of  Monzie  have  always  had  fufficient  ihtereft 
to  fecure  the  prefentation  as  they  wifhed.  The  living  con- 
fiils  of  22  bolls  of  meal,  10  bolls  of  bear,  and  53I.  (^s.  6d.  in 
money.  The  ftipend  is  paid  by  5  heritors,  viz.  Col.  Camp- 
bell of  Monzie,  Mr  Drummond  of  Logieamond,  Mr  Graham 
of  Balgowan,  Col.  Robertfon  of  Lawers,  and  the  Earl  of 
Kinnoul.  Col.  Campbell  is  the  only  one  who  has  a  manfion 
houfe  in  the  parifli*  The  manfe  and  offices  were  all  built  with- 
in thefe  3  years.  The  glebe  confifts  of  two  parts  ;  one  near 
the  manfe,  containing  about  5  acres  of  good  arable  ground ; 
the  other  about  a  mile  from  the  manfe,  upon  a  fmall  emi- 
nence, containing  about  3  acres  of  very  bad  ground.  The 
church  is  60  feet  long,  and  20  feet  wide.  It*  was  built  in 
1685.  It  was  lately  repaired,  is  well  feated,  and  very  com- 
modious. The  pulpit,  which  is  made  of  oak,  bears  date 
1617.  That  part  of  the  parifli  called  GUna/mon  is  annexed 
quoad  facra  to  the  chapel  of  AmbUrie.  There  is  a  village 
near  the  church.     , 

Schools. — Until  of  late  there  vwre  4  fchools  in  this  parifti. 
One  in  the  North  part,  another  in  the  Eaft,  a  third  in  the 
South  part,  and  the  eftabliflied  fchobl  near  the  centre.  la 
all  of  thefe  were  taught  Englifli,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  book- 
keeping. The  firft  of  thefe  fchools,  owing  to  the  union  of 
farms,  is  given  up,  the  teacher  not  being  able. to  fupport  him- 
fclf.  The  other  3  ftill  continue.  The  falary  of  the  one  at  the 
Eaft  end  of  the  parifh  is  5I.  per  annnm^  with  a  houfe  and 
garden.  It  is  paid  by  the  Duke  of  Athol  out  of  the  bilhop's 
rents.  His  fees,  however,  for  each  of  the  branches  taught 
are  only  is.  per  quarter.    The  number  of  fcholars  are  from 

4« 
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40  to  60.  The  fchool  on  the  South  Gde  has  no  fixed  falary, 
only  a  houfe  and  garden,  given  to  him  gratis  by  Mr  Maxton 
ofCulltoquhey.  The  fees  are  the  fame  as  above,  for  each 
branch  only  is.  per  quarter.  The  number  of  fcholars  arc 
from  30  to  50.  As  to  the  eftabliftied  fchool,  the  number  of 
fchoJars  attending  it  are  from  40  to  70.  The  mailer's  faJa- 
ty  and  emoluments  from  the  kirk  feifion,  and  keeping 
the  regifters,  is  about  12].  per  annum  \  he  has  a  free  houfe 
and  garden.  The  fees  for  £ngli{h  are  is.  per  quarter,  for 
writing  1  s«  6d.  per  quarter,  for  arithmetic  as.  per  quarter, 
and  for  a  complete  fet  of  book-keeping  ics.  6d.  All  of  thefe 
fchools  arc  very  convenient  for  the  parifti,  and  the  teachers 
are  careful  and  diligent.  Learning  is  now  more  generally 
diStifed  than  formerly* 

Poor. — The  amount  of  the  weekly  coUeclions  is  about  20]. 
a-ycar.  Befides  this,  there  arc  tlie  dues  arifing  from  the  ufc 
of  two  mort-cloths,  the  intereft  of  120I.  funk  money,  and  pe- 
nalties exa£led  from  delinquents.  The  regular  poor  receive 
28.  a-month,  and  the  occafional  poor  receive  5s.  los.  and 
fometimes  even  aos.  at  a  time.  All  the  poor  are  either 
maintained  in  their  own  houfes,  or,  when  neceflary,  are  board- 
ed. The  grcateft  number  of  the  poor  earn  about  two-thirds 
of  dieir  maintainance*  None  belonging  to  the  parifli  are  al- 
lowed to  beg,  although  many  ftran^er  vagrants  infeft  it  not 
a  little. 

Language  and  Etymologies — This  parifli  being  fituated  on  the 
borders  of  the  Highlands,  and  having  much  intercourfe  and 
connexion  with  the  natives,  we  need  not  be  furprifed  to  find 
that  the  Gaelic  is  fpokeij  in  the  back  part  of  it,  and  the  old 
Scotch  diale£l  in  the  fore  part,  pronounced  with  the  Gaelic 
tone  and  accent.    There  are,  however,  very  few  pcrfons  in 

r  i  ^  th« 
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the  whole  parifli,  who  do  not  cither  fpcak  or  underftand 
Gaelic.  Mod  of  the  names  of  places  are  evidently  derired 
from  that  language,  and  are  expieflive  of  their  local  Gtua- 
tion.  The  following  may  fcrve  as  a  fpecimen ;  Ltihentyi 
fignifies  the  broader  country.  K^nighragon^  the  end  of  the 
rock.  Cultoquhey  is  the  Englifli  name  for  its  original  Gaelic 
name,  Comhal-cuhsy  i.  e.  CoxtAitVs  battle. 

Bridges  J  Roads^  Aie^houfes^  Mil/sy  and  Afarkets.^-Ovcr  the 
river  Aimon  at  Buchahdy,  there  is  a  bridge  of  one  arch,  laid 
over  another,  and  bearing  date  1 639.  It  was  built  by  the 
Earl  of  Tullibardin  when  he  had  his  flimmer  refidence  in 
this  place,  the  remains  of  which  rcfidence  are  dill  to  be 
feen.  His  arms  are  cut  on  it,  and  the  initials  of  his  own  and 
his  lady's  names.  The  proper  name  of  the  bridge,  however, 
is  M^Bean^s  bridge,  becaufe  of  a  chapel  originally  near  it,  called 
5/  M^Bearfs  chapel  ||.  On  all  the  public  roads  there  are  good 
bri(lges.  Thofe  upon  the  county  road  built  by  the  county, 
and  the  others  by  fubfcription.  The  roads  here  were  kept  up 
formerly  by  the  ftatute  labour,  which  is  generally  very  III 
performed,  and  therefore  it  is  now  commuted.  They  pay 
from  8s«  to  los.  each  plough,  and  the  pendiclers  and  cot- 
tagers pay  IS.  6d.  a-year.  There  arc  7  licenfed  ale-houfes 
\xi  the  parifh.  There  are  5  oat  meal  mills,  and  two  flax  mills. 

The 

H  Njcar  the  N.  £.  corner  of  the  pariih,  there  had  heen  another  chape], 
but  no  vcftige  of  it  it  now  to  he  feen.  There  19  fttU  a  burying  ground  in 
that  place,  and  its  fituation  it  moft  romantic.  Tradition  fays,  that  the  CYcn- 
3ng  before  the  battle  of  L^nkarty,  60  men  took  the  facramcnt  here,  who  all 
went  to  the  field,  and  only  6  of  them  recorned.  In  digging  for  marl  a  little 
to  the  weft  of  Monzie,  a  part  of  a  deer's  horn  was  found,  7  inches  in  circum- 
lerence  \  and  the  barrel  of  a  gun,  5  feet  long,  4  inches  in  circumference  at 
the  one,  and  7  inches  in  circumference  at  the  other  end,  %  ilones  in  weight. 
It  had  evidently  been  ufed  before  the  invention  of  the  locks,  as  the  match 
hok  is  entire  and  plain. 


ofMofizie*  ^53 

Tl3/Q«ieal  mills  make  very  good  pot  barley^  without  any  adr 
ditional  machinery.  There  is  only  one  yearly  market  in  tKo 
parifb,  "when  every  houfe,  hut,  and  (hade,  is  converted  intq 
a  dram-(ho{> ;  it  is  held  in  the  middle  of  Auguft. 

Romantic  Scenery^  Cafcades^  &c. — ^This  parifli  Is  remark* 
able  for  romantic  fcenery,  and  chiefly  that  part  of  it  called 
Gienalmon,    Near  the  Weft  end  of  the  fore  part  of  the  pa^ 
riOi,  the  river  Barvie  runs  through  a  deep  den,  where  it 
forms  feveral  fmall  cafcades.    The  den  is  clothed  with  natu« 
ral  wood,  and  at  fome  places  100  feet  deep.    Near  a  mile 
North  from  the  place  of  Monzie,  upon  the  riycr  Keltic,  there 
is  a  remajrkable  den,  with  various  cafcades.     Ihe  uppermoft 
cafcade,  called  Spout-bajy  is  in  breadth  at  the  top  5  feet  %  the 
river  falls  over  a  fmooth  Hoping  rock,  the  height  of  which  is 
90  feet,  and  the  breadth  at  the  bottom  43  feet.    The  river 
then  centralis  into  its  former  narrow  channel,  runs  througl^ 
the  thick  wooded  den,  150  feet  deep.   Here  there  are  fome 
other  water  falls,  5  feet  wide  at  top,  and  10  feet  perpendi- 
cular, with  bafons  cut  by  nature  out  of  the  folid.rock,  one 
of  which  is   1 2  feet  diameter,  and  9  feet  deep.     At  the 
mouth  of  the  den,  the  river  feems  to  have  made  a  path  for  it- 
felf  in  the  folid  rock,  (  feet  in  breadth  at  the  top,  and  10  feet 
in  height*,   the  bafon  itfelf  is   12   feet  diameter.     From 
this  fall  to  the  front  of  the  rock  is  24  feet ;  but  the  opening, 
out  of  which  the  river  begins  again  to  run,  is  only  about  4 
feet  wide.  All  the  way  from  Monzie  manfion*houfe  to  Spout- 
Bay,  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  there  is  a  foot  path  made 
and  repaired  by  the  family  -,  at  the  top  of  which,  on  the  fide  of 
the  den,  and  in  full  view  of  Spout-bay,  there  is  ere£ted  a  her- 
mitage, for  the  reception  of  the  admiring  vifitors  of  this  caf- 
cade.    About  a  mile  above  the  village  of  Monzie  there  is  a- 
iliothcr  beautiful  cafcade,  upon  the  river  Shaggie  \  the  breadth 
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of  the  river  at  the  top  is  i8  feet,  the  height  of  the  fall  55 
feet»  and  the  'breadth  at  the  bottom  43  feet.  It  falls  over 
very  rugged  rocks.  One  would  think  the  path  had  been 
made  by  the  hand  of  art.  Near  the  bridge  of  Buchandy, 
there  is  a  caCcade  10  feet  broadj  and  \6  feet  high. 

Arttfidal  Mounts  Large  Trees,  &c. — Oppofite  to  the  foot 
of  the  principal  entry  into  the  manfion-houfc  of  Monzic, 
there  is  an  artificial  mount,  near  70  feet  high,  in  (hape 
a  truncated  cone,  upon  which  (lands  a  a  Chincfe  temple. 
This  temple  is  hexagonal,  and  almod  entirely  open,  ex- 
cept the  pillars  which  fiipport  the  roof.    It  is  14  feet  long, 
12  broad,  and  14  feet  high.    The  roof  terminates  in  a  point, 
upon  which  there  is  a  balcony  with  a  bell,  about  4  feet  high. 
In  the  garden  of  Monaie  there  arc  4  larch  trees,  faid  to  be 
the  fincft  and  largcft  in  Britain.    They  are  not  yet  60  years 
old.     One  of  them  is  80  feet  high  i  its  circumference  at 
mid-height  is  7  feet,  and  its  circumference  at  the  ground  16 
feet ;  its  branches  extend  all  around  30  feet  on  each  fide. 
The  other  two  are  about  the  fame  height,  but  the  circum- 
ference of  the  one  at  the  ground  is  15  feet,  and  that  of  the 
other  is  only  9  feet ;  the  fourth  is  90  feet  high,  and  8  feet 
in  circumference  at  the  ground.     They  are  all  in  perfeft  vi- 
gour, fending  forth  frefli  (hoots  every  year-     Befides  thefe, 
diere  arc  among  the  planting,  and  near  the  houfe,  a  good 
deal  of  fpruce,  Giver  fir,  balm-of-Gilead  fir,  &c.  6q  and  8q 
feet  high,  and  not  in  the  Icaft  decaying. 

3{intral Springs  EchoyCavcs^  Whirlwind^  &c. — ^There  is  one 
fpring  in  the  parifh  whofc  waters  were  held  in  great  efteem, 
imdl  about  20  years  ago,  when  two  trees  ^hich  grew  over  it, 
fell,  and  the  virtue  of  the  well  fell  with  them.  In  a  parti- 
cular' part  of  Glenalmonj  among  tlic  hills^  there  is  an  echo 

which 
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which  repeats  diftinftly  every  word*  There  are  many  cares 
here,  but  the  mod  remaikable  one  U  at  the  back  of  GlentuT' 
reij  which  is  fufficient  to  hold  60  men  under  arms.  It  is  fi- 
tuated  in  a  rock|  named  Eagles  Rock,  inacceOible  on  all  fide^^ 
except  one  narrow  path.  It  is  faid  to  be  the  cave  into  which 
Gara  fled,  after  burning  Fingal's  houfe.  Near  this  cave 
there  is  a  high  Pine  tree  *,  which  is  remarkable,  becaufe 
there  is  not  another  tree  at  prefent  to  be  found  in  all  that 
part.  This  hill  country  is  much  expofed  to  tempefts,  and 
efpecially  to  the  whirlwind.  It  unroofs  the  houfes,  over- 
turns the  (lacks,  tears  up  the  heath  and  broom,  and  even 
fwceps  large  ftones  before  it.  A  mod  remarkable  thing  in 
this  wind  is,  a  noife  it  makes,  fo  like  thunder  that  ftran^ers 
cannot  but  believe  it  is  fo.  It  makes  this  noife  in  a  certain 
hollow  part  of  the  glen  furrounded  by  rocks  on  all  (ides* 

Natural  Phamntcna,^ — ^There  is  a  great  curioGty,  called 
The-Kirk-of'the-Wood,  not  far  from  the  Eagle's  Rock.  It  is 
compofed  of  large  ftones,  divided  into  feveral  apartments^ 
with  arches  and  trances,  and  each  ftone  refting  fo  on  ano- 
ther, that  one  would  imagine  it  .were  the  work  of  art.    Near 

New- 

*  Tndition  (ayt,  if  any  pufon  cut  a  branch  Irom  thi^  tree  £«d!tM,  and 
that  it  iiWi  I ! ! 

5  In  the  year  1756,  a  tvaUrfictft  broke  in  the  hiUs  above  Monzae ;  k 
took  its  courfe  down  the  river  Shaggie,  and  raifcd  it  ao  feet  perpendicular  ac 
the  bridge;  it  fwcpt  entirely  away  a  bank  near  Monzie,  which  coft  500!. 
Sfierliog,  and  it  caft  out  upon  the  fides  fuch  quaotities  of  fifli,  that  the  inha* 
bitaots  carried  theni  home  in  baikets ;  the  river  fubfiding  fo  quickly,  that 
they  were  left  behind.  In  the  year  1758,  during  a  heavy  laia  in  the  hilb,  dte 
water  coUe^ed  on  the  top  of  the  brae  near  Monste,  and  carried  down  f«ch 
a  qoaatity  of  the  earth  into  the  Shaggie,  as  left  a  den  ftoo  feet  long,  above 
100  feet  broad,  firom  edge  to  edge,  and  70  feet  deep.  For  feveral  years  paft, 
feme  flioeks  of  an  Sartbquake  were  felt  hcrei  and  in  the  neighbouring  pariih; 
their  diredton  wai  from  E.  to  W. 
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New-town' there  ia  a  (tone,  on  which  arc  the  figures  of  peo- 
ple's feet,  with  thofe  of  the  hooves  of  horfes,  cows,  and 
ilieep.  I 

Antiquiilfs. — As  the  Romans  and  ancient  Caledonians  con* 
tinued  their  contefts  long  about  the  front  of  the  Grampiaa 
hills,  we  find  a  vaft  number  of  camps,  forts,  &:c.  and  fimi- 
lar  telics  of  antiquity.  About  2  miles  eaft  from  the  church, 
at  the  country  called  Findochsj  there  is  a  large  camp.  It  is 
fituated  oppofite  to  the  only  proper  paflage  through  the  hills 
found  in  them,  for  about  40  miles :  It  (lands  an  a  high 
gjTound,  defended  by  waters  on  two  fides,  and  a  mofs  with, 
fteep  ground  on  the  others.  The  trenches  are  ftill  entire^ 
and  in  fome  places  6  feet  deep.  It  is  about  180  paces  ia 
length,  and  80  paces  in  breadth,  and  was  furreunded  hj  a 
ftrong  earthen  wall,  part  of  which  ftill  remains,  and  is  near 
12  feet  thick.  Thofe  who  are  coAnoilTeurs  in  fuch  matters, 
fay  it  could  contain  i2«ooo  men.  Wichin  the  camp  there  is 
a  large  plain,  called  Rathmore^  u  e.  jortificatiBn^  which,  howe- 
ver, feems  to  be  of  a  later  date*  Near  this  there  are  many 
ruins,  burrows,  cairns  of  ftones,  fome  of  which  have 
been  opened,  and  were  found  to  be  graves.  Near  this  camp^ 
{lands  a  village  called,  in  Gaelic,  Fianteach,  i.  «•  Fincal's 
houfet*  Within  two  miles  North  from  this,  ftaads  the 
high  hill  of  Dunm$re.  On  it  there  is  a  ftrong  fort,  which 
had  the  complete  command  of  the  paflage  through  the  hills. 
This  fort  inclofes  the  fummit  of  the  hill ;  and  is  inacceflible 

OB 

f  Tradkion  {ayt,  Finoal'i  hoafe  ftood  htrt  vntif  it  was  burnt  by  Gara, 
Comparing  the  namea  of  placflr,  afid  the  namet  of  the  princes  as  meatioiied 
In  hiftorf,  it  is  probable,  this  camp  was  occupied  about  the  year  500.  Tra» 
ditioQ  (ays,  Fingsl  dwek  for  fome  time  in  this  country,  and  we  know  both  his 
£uher  and  his  foh  are  buried  here.  When  digging  lately  among  the  niinf, 
platM  9i  lead,  cujrioQs  bcad-fto&cs,  dog's- collars,  &c.  were  fouttd. 


oa  all  fides  but  one.  It  U  4efe«ide4  by  a  df^p  tfendi  with- 
oat  the  walls.  It  is  30  paces  in  breadth  withiOi.  the  inner 
wall»  and  160  pacea  around  the  fort.  Each  wall  is  20  feeit 
tfaicky  and  ap  feet  diftant  from  each  other»  and  from  th^ 
buter  wall  to  the  trench  is  39  paces.  This  19  faid  to  have 
been  FiNQAt's  habitation^  after  Gaba  burned  his  hpufe  \ 
The  walls  are  built  with  ftone  but  no  cement^  and  fQme  of 
the  ftones  would  weigh  300  ftqnes  weight*  About  a  mil^^ 
£a(l  from  Fiantiach,  there  is  another  fortj  called  Lene.  It 
is  twice  as  large  ^^s  the  one  above,  exceedingly  ftrong,  and 
appears  to  have  been  built  by  the  fame  perfons  :  It  is  fur- 
rounded  with  two  walls.  The  inner  wall  is  ^40  paces  round, 
the  ^llance  between  the  walls  is  20  feet,  and  each  wall  is 
20  feet  thick.  On  the  contiguous  muir  there  are  many  cairns^ 
tumuli^  and  burrows,  which  are  thought  to  be  monuments  of 
heroes,  but  even  tradition  is  filent  about  them.  One,  however, 
is  called  Caim-Comkal  f ,  in  memory  of  Fingal's  father.  In 
the  fame  raoor  there  are  alfo  2  cairns,  50  feet  in  circumfer- 
ence* On  the  top  of  a  hill,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  pafTage 
through  the  hills,  and  oppofite  to  Dunmore,  is  another  cairn, 
where  the  ftones  feem  to  be  a  fallen  arch  ;  it  was  probably 
a  (mail  fort,  and  is  fo  near  that  of  Dunmore,  that  perfons 
could  converfe  with  each  other  acrofs  the  glen.  There  is  a 
fnriall  camp  on  the  South  fide  of  the  pariOi,  near  to  Culto- 
quhey,  called  in  Gae^c,  Combo/ cuits  i,  e,  Comhai's  battle  p 
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•  Some  Urge  tpeth  were  Couod  lately,  and  a  fuerny  L  t.  ^  haod  mil), 
wlikh  was  inade  of  the  hill  ftone,  and  did  not  bear  the  mark  of  any  tooL 

t  This  Cairo  was  opened  lately,  and  contained  a  large  ftone  coffin,  the 
ftooc  covering  the  Hd  of  tlie  coffin,  was  4  feet  xo  inches  long,  ^^  feet  broad, 
and  a  feet  thick. 

t  rraditiqo  (ayt,  that  CojtfKAL  fought  here,  but  loft  the  battle.  Some 
fi^a  with  «lfaca  were  du((  up  here  latdy.    In  the  re^ifter  of  St  Andrew's  we 
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we  have  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  feme  great  men  have 
been  buried  in  this  placei  and  we  are  certain,  that  the  fa- 
mous Caledonian  bard»  Ossian,  lies  here.  His  tomb  is  well 
known,  and  often  vifited.  It  is  a  coffin  of  4  ftones  fet  on 
edge,  about  a  feet  long,  2  feet  deep,  i^  feet  broad,  and 
over  it  is  laid  a  great  ftone,  abefut  8  feet  high,  and  21  feet  in 
circumferenoe.  General  Wade*8  fervant  difcovered  it,  when 
making  the  King^s  high  way. 

Chara8er  and  Manners ^  l^c. — The  people  of  this  parifh 
may  be  faid  to  anfwer  die  general  cbara£ler  of  the  Scotch  ; 
for  they  are  fober,  honeft,  humane,  induftrious,  and  teipc£t- 
ful  to  their  fuperiors.  The  have  a  rcafonable  meafurc  of 
the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life,  are  contented  with 
their  lot,  attend  moft  regularly  upon  public  worihip,  and 
behave  with  a  becoming  decency  in  the  houfc  of  God,  Not 
one  ipilance  of  fuicide,  or  of  any  perfon  belonging  to  this 
parifli  being  judicially  convi^ed  of  any  crime,  has  occurred 
thefe  40  years.  In  general,  they  drefs  better  than  formerly. 
They  meet  together  ^t  times,  and  make  merry.  Their  chief 
^mufement  at  public  meetings  is  dancing  ;  and,  upon  thefe 
occafions,  there  is  a  pleaGng  cheerfulnefs  and  innocence  Zr 
mong  them.  They  arc  not  however  entirely  free  of  fuper* 
llition.  Luchy  and  unit^ctj  dap  and  fiet  are  ftill  attended  to, 
efpecially  about  t)ie  end  and  beginning  pf  the  year*  No  per* 
fon  will  be  proclaimed  for  marriage  in  the  end  of  one  year, 
or  even  quarter  of  the  year,  and  be  married  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next.    The  power  of  ap  evUeve^  too,  is  ftiJl  believed, 

although 

are  told,  that  Constant  IKS  thcfon  orCuLi.iif  waskilkd  by  Kennctb, 
^e  fan  of  Malcolm  I.  at  Rathmore,  in  the  year  991.  And  it  is  probable 
|ie  if  burned  in  one  of  thofe  cairns.  Hollinsbeo  tells  as,  that  king  Culen 
"Vias  killed  by  Eaduard  at  Meth^en  caftle,  almoft  in  the  middle  of  his  way 
%o  Scone;  and  Methven  fignifies  mid-way  in  the  Qaelic,  and  it  is  fituatcd  b^t 
\fi3^  j^thnore  and  Scpn^ 
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although  the  faith  of  the  people  in  witchcraft  is  much  en- 
feebled. The  people  have  nothing  remarkable  in  their  fize^ 
flrength,  or  features.  They  are  generally  of  the  middle  (ize^ 
and  of  a  du(ky  complexion.  There  are  fome,  however,  6 
feet  in  height. 

Advantages  and  Dlfadvaniagcs, — The-  principal  (iifadvan<« 
tage  this  pariQi  labours  under,  is  its  great  diftance  from  fuel* 
The  neareft  coal  to  Monzie  is  20  miles  diftant.     Tlie  com- 
mon  people   burn  turf,  heath,  peats,  wood,  (hrubs,  and 
broom.  Lad  winter,  coals  were  fold  here  at  3d.  a  (tone  s  an<i 
even  in  fummer,  they  afe  ad.  the  (tone*    Another  difadvan- 
tage  is  the  want  of  lime }  for  although  it  can  be  ^t  at  no 
great  diftance,  yet  the  erpence  of  fuel  for  burning  it,  tenders 
it  tticlels.     Marl  is  near  us,  but  faid  not  to  be  very  good ; 
beCdes  it  is  extremely  dear»  and  the  farmers  would  all  give 
the  l^refcrcnce  to  lime.     Great  advantages,  however,  are  ex«» 
pe£ted  from  the  improvement  and  extenGon  of  the  roads*: 
In  particular,  from  that  excellent  one  now  opei^ed  between 
Perth  and  Crieff,  and  which  is  intended  to  be  carried  for- 
ward to  Stirling.    There  are  alfo  fome  other  roads  in  con- 
templation.    Great  honour  is  due  to  the  public  fpirit  and 
a£livlty  of  tliofe  Gentlemen,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
pariflies,  for  the  attempts  they  are  at  prefent  making  to  dif* 
cover  coal  in  this  part  of  the  country.     We  hope,  by  perfe* 
verance,  thcfe  attempts  will  at  laft  be  crowned  with  fuccefil* 
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NUMBER    XV. 
PARISH  OF    DALGETY, 

(PRESBltERY  of  DoNFERMLlNE,  StNOD  OF  FlfE»  CoUNTT  OW 

FltE.) 

By  tbt  Ret?.  Mr  Petjer  Primrose. 


SiUuUwn  and  Extent. 

He  patrtth  df  D^Ig^tjf  is  fitaated  ia  the  coUAty  of  fife, 
and  in  the  pteAytfcr j  of  Dnnfermline.  U  is  bounded  by  the 
parifli  bi  Abcrdour  on  the  Eaft  and  North,  by  Invcrkcithing 
dn  At  Weft,  and  by  a  (maU  part  of  the  parilh  of  Dunferm- 
line on  the  North  Weft :  On  die  South,  it  is  bounded  by  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  along  which  it  cxtfehds  in  a  ftraight  line  about 
three  miles  ^  but  as  the  coaft  in  tliis  place  is  interfe£led  by 
many  bays,  its  circuitous  ettent  ii^  confiderably  more.  It  is 
of  an  irregular  form,  but  approaches  neareft  to  the  triangu- 
lar, being  about  four  miles  long  from  South  to  North,  but  its 
breadth  gradually  dimini^cs  towards  the  Northland  in  fome 
places  it  fcarcely.exceeds  half-a*mile. 

&i/.  Surface^  and  Produce, — ^Tlie  foil  is  various.     Tn  fomc 
places  it  confifts  of  a  light  loam>  and  i«  dry  \  but  the  greater 

past 
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part  of  the  parifh  tonfift$  of  a  Attp  ftrong  loam,  mixed  witli' 
day,  naturally  wet  and  ftiffi  but  produ£li?c  in  general  offer-* 
tile  crops.  The  ground,  in  moft  places,  rifcs  confiderably  a- 
bove  the  level  of  the  coaft  5  but  there  arc  few  hills  in  the  pa-^ 
rift,  and  thcfc  are  neidicr  high,  nor  inuch  covered  with 
tocks.  The  furface  in  fomc  places  is  covered  with  heatli, 
and  a  few  little  hills  with  furze :  there  arc  alfo  fotnc  fmalt 
ftioiTes  atid  fwampy  ground  j  but  the  fpacc  which  thefo 
occupy  is  of  lb  little  extent,  that  there  is  not  above  a 
fixth  part  of  the  parifli  which  is  ftot  arable.  The  principal 
crops  railed  in  the  parilh  are  wheat,  barley,  oats,  peafe,  and 
beans.  Potatoes  too  are  cultivated  %n  confiderable  quantitief-i 
and,  in  fomt  places,  partly  ufed  for  feeding  cattle«  Turnips 
^e  alfo  taifed  for  this  purppfe,  and  grow  to  a  confiderable 
fize  \  but,  on  account  of  the  wetnefs  of  th6  fuiface,  and  the . 
injury  which  the  land  might  fuftain  in  winter,  by  being  cut 
whh  horfes  and  carts  when  tliey  are  carried  6ff,  they  are  not 
generally  ofed.  Tares  are  fometimes  fown,  and  produce  a- 
bokidant  crops :  Flax  is  feldom  raifed  but  for  private  ufe.  A 
great  part  of  the  parift  confifts  of  grafs  grbunds,  which  have 
been  laid  down  in  good  order,  and,  when  let  to  graziers,  ytd<l 
confiderable  rents.  From  fome  inclofures,  a  proprietor  ha« 
Veen  known  to  draw  2I.  js.  per  acre ;  but  the  average  rent  of 
Ae  land  in  grafs  may  be  from  il.  5s.  to  il.  ros.  annually, 
per  acre.  A  confideraUd  number  of  black-cstttlcy  and  about 
f  00  fteep,  are  ufually  grazed  in  the  parifh. 

Pricts  (f  Grain  and  Prov^oM.-^The  prke  of  wheat  and^ 
barley  is  frequently  regulated  by  the  liars  of  Mid  Lothian. 
Some  farmers  get  the  lugheft  fiars  for  their  grain,  and  others 
ha  the  Northern  part  of  the  parifh,  where  the  land  is  uAially 
of  an  inferior  quality,  fell  fomewhat  lower.  Few  oat»  arc' 
Add  ift  the  partOi^  and  the  prke  of  oat  meal  is  generally  the 

fame 
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fiune  with  that  of  the  Edinburgh  mailcet.  Though  die  num* 
bcr  of  inhabitants  18  not  Urge  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
the  pariib,  yet,  on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of  land  in 
grafs,  befides  what  is  allotted  to  the  produ£liQn  of  other  crops, 
the  oats  raifed  in  the  parifh  are  far  from  being  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  confumption  of  meal.  The  average  price  of 
beefj  mutton,  and  veal,  is  4d.  the  pound,  Dutch  weight.  The 
price  of  a  hen  is  from  is.  to  is.  3d.  and  chickens  are  fold 
from  8d.  to  lod.  the  pair«  fiutter  is  ufually  at  pd.  the  pound 
Tron  weight.  Cheefe  varies  according  to  its  quality  ;  but  the 
ordinary  kind  is  3d.  the  pound.  Eggs  are  fold  at  4d.  and  in 
the  feafon  of  fcarcity,  at  6d.  the  dozen.  During  thcfe  two 
laft  winters,  herrings  have  been  caught  in  great  plenty  upon 
this  coaft,  and  the  fifhermen  are  encouraged  to  bring  very 
conGderable  quantities  of  them  to  St  David*s,  a  harbour  in 
the  parifli,  both  for  the  purpofe  of  curing,  and  of  fupplying 
the  people  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  prove  a  very  benefi* 
cial  article  of  food  to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  are  fold 
at  an  eafy  rate,  being  frequently  at  6d.  the  hundred  of  fix 
fcore.  It  is  thought  by  many,  that  (hoals  of  herrings  have^ 
for  a  long  time  paft»  conne  into  this  Frith  in  winter,  without 
being  generally  difcovcrcd  or  looked  after ;  whether  they 
were  in  fuch  great  quantities  as  they  have  been  thefe  two 
years,  it  is  impofltble  to  afcertain  :  but  a  fiiberman  in 
the  neighbourhood,  has,  for  many  years,  caught  fome  dur- 
ing the  fpring  feafon,  in  a  net  little  accommodated  for  the 
purpofe,  from  the  widenefs  of  it|  interftices,  and  which 
he  had  fpread  out  near  tlie  coaft,  where  there  were  runs  of 
frefti  water,  iti  order  to  catch  falmon  troute.  It  is  therefore 
much  to  be  widied,  that  fifhermen  would  be  diligent  in 
fearching  the  Frith  occafionaliy  every  winter,  to  difcovcr  if 
there  are  any  herrings  in  it,  and  upon  what  part  of  the  coaft 
they  principally  lie,  that  they  may  lofe  no  opportunity  of  be-» 
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ing  employed  in  a  fifliery  at  once  fo  profitable  to  themfelves, 
and  io  beneficial  to  the  community.  Perhaps  the  ofler  of  a 
Handing  premium  or  bounty  to  the  crews  of  the'firft  boats^ 
who  flially  after  a  particular  feafon  every  year,  carry  a  cer- 
tain quantity  caught  in  the  Frith  to  the  Edinburgh  market, 
niight  prove  an  ufef^l  incentive  to  their  diligence  in  this  re« 
fpea. 

Number  of  Proprietors i  Tenants  ^  Amount  of  Rent  ^  Es'r— There 
9re  three  proprietors  who  poflfefs  all  the  land  in  the  pariQij 
and  have  houfes  in  it»  where  fome  of  them  ufually,  and  o- 
thers  of  them  occaGonallyi  refidej  viz.  the  Earl  of  Moray  at 
I)onibri{lle»  Sir  John  Henderfoi)  at  Fordel,  and  Dr  Robert 
Moubray  at  Ccckairny.  The  two  firft  of  the(e  retain  in  theur 
own  hands  a  confiderable  part  of  their  eftates  in  the  pari(b| 
and  they  have  of  late  highly  impfoved  their  grounds,  and  s^- 
dorncd  them  with  thriving  plantations.  The  farm  Cocks^ir* 
ny  is  the  largeft  that  is  let  in  the  parifh  ;  and  there  are  ele« 
ven  others  of  fmaller  extent.  The  are  about  190.  inhabited 
houfes  in  the  pariflii  of  which  only  1 2  are  feus,  the  reft 
belonging  to  the  proprietors  \  and  by  far  the  greateft  number 
to  Sir  John  Henderfon,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  peo« 
pie  employed  in  working  his  coaL  As  a  great  ,part  of  the 
land  in  the  parifli  is  not  gt  prefent  let,  the  real  rent  cannot 
be  afcertained ;  but  its  annual  value,  it  is  fuppofed,  would  a- 
mount  to  2,oooh  Streling,  or  upwards.  The  valued  rent,  as 
ftated  in  the  cefs*roll,  amounts,  according  to  the  old  valuation, 
to  5394]-  Scots, 

popul^ftion.'^ln  1755  the  numbers  were  rated  at  761.  By 
an  enumeratbn  lately  made,  there  were  869  perfons  in  tlus 
pairiib>  of  whom  there  were  * 
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Under       10    yctft  of  «go 

»ot 

Between    lo    and    so 

163 

Above        lo    unmarried 

180 

Avarned  perlont 

276 

Vridowen  or  widowa 

4B 

«««-v 

869 

Number  of  ibuli  in  1755 

761 

locreafe  io9 

There  arc  no  particular  inflanccs  of  longevity  in  the  pariih 
?t  prefent.  A  few  of  the  oldeft  inhabitants  may  he  about 
%Q  years  of  age,  and  fome  have  lately  died,  who  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  upwards  of  go.  In  the  year  1770,  James  Spital 
]|^fq;  of  Leuchart  died  in  this  parifh,  reported  by  fome  to  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  102  :  he  had  been  in  the  Scotch  Parlia*- 
ment ;  andt  for  a  coniidenible  time  before  his  death,  was 
fippofcd  to  be  the  only  furviying  member. 

C/imaU  and  Dueases.^^Jn  die  lower  part  of  the  pariflit 
which  is  upon  the  coaft,  it  is  confiderably  warmer  and  mild- 
ft  xbm  in  the  upper,  and  the  dj^rence  is  very  perceptible 
when  the  wind  blows  from  any  northern  dire£Hon  -,  but  dur- 
ing the  Eftfterly  winds,  which  particularly  prevail  in  the  fpriog 
leafon,  it  is  fliarp  and  cold,  almoft  over  the  whole  parilh. 
The  air  however  is  generally  dry,  and,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Eaft  wind,  is  ufuaUy  more  free  from  fogs  or  damp 
than  the  (bore  on  the  oppofite  fide.  There  are  no  difeaies 
that  cap  be  faid  to  be  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants,  or  that  pre- 
vail here  more  than  in  the  neighbouring  pariChes.  1  have 
obfcrved  indeed  a  few  more  inftances  of  rheumatifm,  and  o- 
ther  complaints  arifing  from  cold,  among  the  colliers,  than  a- 
mong  the  other  parilhioners,  but  thefe  are  to  be  attributed, 
not  fo  much  to  the  climate,  as  to  the  damp  fituations  in 
v,hich  tliey  have  fome  times  to  work.     An  epidemical  dif- 
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temper,  wfakb  m^ffe  ita  ^ft  ^^ppc :^r^nce  in  th^  village  pf  A- 
bar<iojux  in  fwimer  X79Q>  sind  created  no  fmall  alarnij  got  in- 
to this  pa^xiQi  in  the  autumn,  and  ^wq  or  three  people  died 
oi  it  i  but  as  tjte  w«atber  turned  colder,  it  became  lefs  fatal 
aod  iiifeif}V>.i4Sj  s^nd  in  the  winter  it  altogether  abated*  The 
fnu|ll-pox  fomedoics  makes  great  ravages ;  and  it  is  to  be  lar 
mcntsd,  tba^  tb^  prejudices  i^galnd  inoculation  are  fo  ftrong 
siQK>Qg  the  generality  of  people  b  this  part  of  %s  country, 
that  iioperfi|^(^n  can  remove  them ;  nor  can  the  evident  inr 
fiances  of  its  (alutary  efie^s,  often  exbibitc<^  by  the  medical 
gentlemen  in  this  quarter,  reconcile  them  to  tlve  pradice,  e- 
¥€9  when  the  diftafe  is  gatliering  ground,  and  proving  very 
l4tal  in  the  .niitural  w^y. 

Language  and ^  Etmology  of  Name^^-^Thc  language  con>*- 
monly  fpoken  in  the  parilh  is  the  Old  Scotch  dialedl,  and 
there  feem  tq  be  no  peculiar  words  or  phra&s  which  are  not 
in  general  ufe  throughout  raoft  p^s  of  the  kingdom.  The 
words  are  prpnounced  with  a  broad  accent }  and  I  have  often 
heard  in  t^s  part  of  the  country  aibund  given  to  tlie  dipV 
thong  oi,  which  is  not,  I  believe,  £b  ufiial  in  other  places :  k 
is  frequently  pronoqnccd  as  if  it  confifted  of  the  letters  ou, 
as  for  kul  boil,  f^yttt  for  point,  vouce  for  voice*  &c.  Maixy 
of  Ac  names  of  places  are  derived  from  the  English,  and  five 
eipreifife  of  their  particulaj  or  relive  Gtuation8,as  Hilland, 
Scafield,  Sankhcad,  Bfpomfide,  B^gbi^ad*  Crofsgate,  &c.  O- 
thers  are  probably  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  and  denote  great** 
cr  andquity  in  regard  fo  their  iiames,  ^  QonibriAle,  Forde|, 
Cockairny,  I^them,  &p« 

Cbara^er  of  the  Peopfc'-^Thc  people  are  in  general  fober 
and  indpiliipp?  i  andj  with  a  few  exceptions,  regular  in  at^ 
tending,  and  paying  refped  to  the  public  inftitutions  of  re* 
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llgion.  Though,  in  regard  to  the  dofirines  of  Chriftianitf, 
many  of  them,  as  in  other  places,  arc  yet  perhaps  too  fond 
of  hearing  fpeculative  propofitions,  and  abftra£i  reafoning ; 
they  alfo  liftcn  with  attention  to  difcourfes  Tvhich  reprcfcnt 
religion  as  a  moral  fcience,  whofc  doctrines  and  precepts  are 
all  calcubted  for  the  improvement  of  the  charaftcr.  It  is 
plcafing  to  obfervc  that  the  colliers,  who  compofe  a  conGder- 
abl^  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifh,  and  who,  in  form- 
er times,  were  Icfs  enlightened  and  civilized,  have,  fqr  a  lonp^ 
^vhile,  been  making  pregrefs  in  religious  knowledge  and  mo- 
ral improvement  5  and  fo  attentive  arc  they  to  giveeducatioQ 
to  their  children,  a  duty  formerly  among  this  clafs  of  people 
foo  much  negle£led,  that  for  many  y^ars  they  have  mantain- 
cd  a  teacher  by  fubfcription,  as  they  arc  at  a  great  didance 
from  the  parochial  fchool. 

EcciefiaJUcal  State  of  the  Pfff^.— Tlierc  is  po  churcli  bu^ 
the  cftablUbed  one  in  the  pariOi.  The  Seccdcrs  who  refide 
in  it  are  modly  Burghers,  and  attend  a  meetingboufe  in  In- 
yerkeithing.  The  church  is  an  old  building,  very  much  out 
ofrepair^  and  not  well  adapted,  eitlicr  in  refped  of  conftnic- 
tion  or  fituation,  as  a  place  qf  worQtip  for  the  pariOi ;  t}« 
fituatlon  is  peculiarly  inconvenient,  being  upon  the  coaft,  and 
the  moft  populous  part  of  the  parifh  almcA  at  the  other  ex- 
tremity. The  manfe  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  Weft  from 
the  church :  it  is  alfo  an  old  houfe^  byt  there  is  a  profpeA 
that  another  one  will  foon  be  built.  The  following  is  a  lift 
of  the  minifters  of  this  parifli,  as  far  back  as  the  Scflion  re- 
cords give  information.  Mr  Andrew  Donaldfon  was  fcttkfd 
in  1644.  Upon  the  introdu£bion  of  Epifcopacy  into  this 
country,  he  was  obliged  to  retire,  and  Mr  John  Corfar  w^as 
fettled  in  1669  5  Mr  John  Lumfdaine  in  16&0,  and  Mr  George 
Gray  in  1687.  After  the  Revolution,  Mr  Donaldfoni  though 
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&t  an  advanced  2ge»  was  called  to  refume  his  paftbralcliarg/e, 
and  continued  to. officiate  as  minifter  here  till  the  time  of  his 
death.     It  is  reported^  that  during  the  time  he  was  laid  afide^ 
which  might  be  about  twenty  years,  he  lived  in  a  building  od 
the  Weft  end  of  the  church,  which  is  now  partly  ufcd  as  a 
fci&on  room,  fupported  by  prefents  from  the  parifhioners^ 
and  undifturbed  by  the  above  mentioned  Epifcopal  clergy- 
men, which  does  credit  to  the  (leady  attachment  of  the  forn^ 
er,  az^d  to  the  liberality  and  forbearing  fpirit  of  the  latter,  in 
thofe  times  of  intolerance  and  perfecutioil.     Mr  Archibald 
Campbell  was  fettled  in  1696;  Mr  William  Henderfon  in 
1717  ;  Mr  James  Bathgate  in  1738  ;  Mr  John  ttoyes  in  1778  j 
and,  upon  his  tranilation  to  another  parifh,  the  prefent  incum- 
bent was  fettled  in  1787.     The  ftipend,  by  a  decreet  grant- 
ed in  the  year  1650,  confided  of  67  bolls,  2  firlots,  3  pecks, 
and   I  lippie  of  grain,  and  37I.  6s.  s4t^-  Sterling.     By  an 
augmentation  lately  obtained,  the  ftipend  is  now  raifed  to 
115  bolls,  2  firlots,  3  pecks,  and  «  lippie  of  grain,  and  42!. 
6s.  5x^d.  Sterling.     The  glebe  confifts  of  about  12  acres^ 
The  Earl  of  Moray  is  patron.     There  arc  two  fchools  in  the 
parifli,  one  eftabliftied  and  provided  with  a  falary^  the  otherj 
as  formerly  obferved,  maintained  by  fubfcription.     "V^ith  re- 
fpefi  to  the  parochial  fchool,  the  falary,  as  in  moft  other 
places,  is  too  fmall,  being  fomewhat  below  7]*     There  is  in- 
deed a  profpe£t  of  its  being  a  little  increafcd  here,  from  a  vo- 
luntary offer  lately  made ;  but  there  is  much  need  of  a  ge- 
neral increafe,  not  only  iti. humanity,  and  it  may  be  faid  juf- 
tice  to  fuch  a^  are  engaged  in  the  practice  of  teaching,  but 
for  the  fake  of  thofe  whd  ate  to  be  benefited  by  their  inftruc- 
turns.    It  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  defire  of  acquiring  irv^ 
independence  and  fame  operates  chiefly  on  the  minds  of  men 
in  regard  to  the  choice  of  their  purfuits  in  life  \  and  in  the 
improved  and  improving  ftate  of  things  in  this  countryi 
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*rhcrc  fd  many  paAs  Ife  bpert  to  thcfc  by  foHoijiring  die  ra* 
nous  arts,  it  is  cafy  to  forefec,  that,  wliile  Afc  provifioh  al- 
Totted  to  JTuch  ah  ufeful  clafs  of  men  atd  fchod-itiafteTs,  %i  in 
general  fo  fmall,  and  inadequate  to  the  'purpofes  ttjT  t  decent 
xnaintaihance^  few  pcrfons  of  Rberal  cdudation,  and  poQeAed 
of  that  fpirit  which  a  mind  enlarged  ^ith  khoWledge  has  a 
tendency  to  ihfpife,  will  turn  their  views  to  a  pr'dfeflicffi  dia(t 
may  reduce  thcra  to  ft  raits,  and  of  couirfc  fink  them  itfto  con- 
tempt. The  difTicuhy  oJF  obtaining  propct  tcacheVs  in  toant- 
ry  fchools  begins  already  \o  be  felt ;  arid  it  rs  much  to  be  fear* 
id  that  learning  will  fooh  cdmt  to  decline,  if  ciicbuftfagtercnt 
be  not  given  to  fit  pferfohS  fo  difflTfe  and  promote  'its  grow^. 
Wany  who  at  prefcnt  fiibttiit  16  this  hbohrlous  talk,  canWw* 
eairn  more  than  a  daily  labourct ;  and  muft  hot  the  tifitig  gc< 
deration  and  pdfterity  fufFer  in  an  edifcartidn  conduced  by 
ihofe,  who  may  hereafter  turn  their  fhoti'ghts  to  fuch  an  tm^ 
gainful  pfofcffion  ?  Ignorance,  among  the  btdk  of  the  people, 
would  certainly  be  attended  with  the  moft  pemictous  effefb, 
*nd  it  18  to  be  hdped  that  aH  who  tire  iritereflred  in  Ae  ho- 
nour and  welfare  of  their  country,  wiH  hare  difcemmeitt  to 
forefec,  and  ptifriotifm  to  guard  iigaiitft,  fach  antttvil before  ifc 
comies  to  any  alarming  height :  and  what  can  contribirtc 
hiore  fuccefsfully  to  this  beneficial  pufjofe,  than  toencon^ 
rage  the  difTufion  of  knowledge  by  competent  rewards? 

•  State  of  the  Bwr.— There  hate  been  ufually,  of  late,  to  olr 
la  peribns  upon  the  poors  roll,  who  receive  aid  from  die 
wieekly  coilcQions,  and  from  the  intereft  of  130K  arifing 
'from  legacies  appropriated  for  their  fiipport.  In  the  year 
"1783,  the  heritors  and  feffion  bought  60  bolls  of  oatmeal, 
part  of  which  was  given  to  famifies  in  indigent  citcuroftinf* 
ires,  and  the  reft  ibid  to  Mherstbat  were  left  needy,  at  re- 
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j6i:ea  prices,  ^Ich  oontribsted  tmichto  die  teUe£  dT  the 
psHrilH,  durtog  the  (bffrclty  wiiitli  ditfn  prtraiied* 

itifcMti^ious  OfifroatbnSi^^TbR  psfrtfli,  88  wa&  before  ^ 
ferx^^  c»ernds  s^oog  the  Forth  abbut  fhtec  miles;  aad'the 
kuiks  are  in  maesy  t)lacte  ib  bcarutifuUylkiited  with  t|>^9 
aad  divarfified  with  Such  a  vioeCj.ttf  furofpcAai  betb  of  no- 
tSTt  aixi  art,  as  pre&nt  manf  {cedes 'truly  pi£hirer<|ae«fi9d 
fsUinie,  There  is  oHb  a  imadl  toch  at  Otterfton,  abolit  a 
ntile  fttim  the  coaft,  -^ich  for  ks  iitauition  is  ujrivci^y  ad- 
mrei  ;  4>q  ha 'banks  ibmd  three  gendeiBim'^  jmufeii  itwoef 
trfaidi  are  itiM  ihhabitcd  \  viid  ft  is  fe  forrottnded  widi  rifrng 
grooiid  a«d  tkiess,  as  ta  ExriiiAi  a  pioafing  miniature  /ceno* 
Thdre  are  fetir  -am^uitiefs  in  the  pariih,  and  t:oiiQeniittg  tjbeit 
"^htch  affgy  fudi  a«  cfae  remains  of  ^at  is  (luppofed  >to  httc 
teai  31  tamp,  a  Ovmdical  temple,  zndjoiaeof  dmfe. marks 
commonly  4»dleil  a  Standing  Sfondf  tiiere  ib  noconfiftent  tra^ 
dition,  nor  certain  account.  The  houfe  of  Donibriftle  was 
formerly  the  rcfidcnce  of  the  Abbot  of  St  Combe,  but  it  has 
fince  been  greatly  enlarged  and  improved,  Oppofite  to  the 
^  eaftern  extremity  of  the  parifh,  and  within  a  mile  of  the  fliore, 
is  the  LQand  of  St  Combe,  the  defcription  of  which,  and  of 
the  monaftery  upon  it,  have  been  given  in  the  Statiftical  Ac- 
couut  of  the  parifli  of  Aberdour.  The  Earl  of  Dunfermline's 
feat  formerly  flood  at  a  little  diftancc  from  the  church  of  Dal* 
gcty,  but  Ihtle  of  it  now  remains.  The  church  itfelf  is  a  very 
ancitrnt  building.  The  exa£l  period  of  its  eredion  cannot  be 
afcertained ;  but  there  arc  documents  which  (how  that  a 
grant  of  the  grouud  on  which  it  ftands,  was  made  to  the 
Abbot  of  St  Combe,  as  far  back  as  the  14th  century.  Ad- 
ditions however  have  been  made  to  it^  which  bear  the  marks 
of  a  later  date. 
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'7nu2r.— -Hiere  Is  no  particular  branch  of  trade  id  the  pa« 
riih^  except  what  arifcs  from  the  coal  and  fait  works,  carried 
on  to  a  confiderahle  extent  on  the  property  of  Sir  JohnHen- 
dtfrfon.  The  various  branches  of  thefe  works  afford  main- 
tenance to  feveral  hundred  people  of  one  defcription  or  o- 
ther^  The  greateft  part  of  the  coal  and  fait  is  exported  from 
St  Davids,  a  fpacious  harbour  fituated  at  the  Weftem  ex- 
tremity of  the  parifii  in  Inverkeithing  bay,  where  veflels  of  a- 
tiy  burthen,  not  exceeding  500  or  600  tons,  can  load  in  fafety. 
The  diftance  from  the  pits  to  the  fiiore-is  near  4  miles,  a* 
long  which  the  coals  are  carried  in  waggons  that  cont^n  48 
cwt*  It  is  well  afcertained^  that  this  coal  has  been  known 
ind  wrought  for  upwards  of  200  years,  and  a  conGderable 
field  of  it  ftill  remains.  The  funrounding  diftrid,  lying  in 
the  parifhes  of  Dunfermline  and  Aberdour,  contains  alfo  ma- 
ny feams  of  coal  of  an  excellent  quality,  fuffictent  it  is  thought, 
to  fupply  the  ufual  demand  for  centuries  to  come. 
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NOD  OF  GLASGOW  AND  AyR.)       - 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Cooper,  Minijler. 
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N  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Alexander  the  II.  the 
lands  of  Cartonbenach  were  conveyed  to  Maurice  Galbraith 
hj  charter  from  Malduin  Earl  of  Lennox.  Soon  after,  in 
the  year  1238,  we  iin4  the  fi^me  barony  granted  by  a  new 
charter,  under  the  nanfie  of  Bathernoch,  to  Arthur  (on  of 
Maurice  Galbraith,  with  power  to  feize  and  condemn  male- 
factors, on  condition  that  the  convifis  (hould  be  hanged  on 
^e  Earl's  gallpws.  From  the  Galbraiths  of  Bathemockt 
chiefs  of  the  name,  defcended  the  Galbraiths  of  Culcruich, 
Greenock,  Killearn,  and  Balgair,  which  eftates  have  all,  ex- 
cept the  la(l,  paiTed,  by  females,  long  ago  into  families  of  o-* 
ther  names.  The  family  of  Bathernock  ended  alfo  in  an 
heirefs,  and  the  eftate,  about  the  beginning  of  the  14th  cen- 
tury, pafled  by  marriage  to  David,  fon  of  Lord  Hamilton, 
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and  anceftor  of  the  prefent  John  ilamiltoni  Efq;  of  Bar* 
dowie.  From  that  time,  the  proprietor  of  the  barony  ap- 
pears to  have  taken  the  title  of  Btrdowie  \  and  the  title  of 
Bathcrnock  (now  written  Baldcrnock,)  dropped  by  the  fami- 
Jy>  was  probably  revived  and  perpetuated  by  beftowing  it  on 
the  parilh,  when  it  came  to  be  crefted.  But  when  that 
ere£lion  took  place,  or  when  the  name  Bathcrnock  came  to 
be  written  Baldernockj  as  at  prefent,  is  uncertain.  If  a  con« 
jefture  may  be  hazarded  with  rcfpc£l  to  the  name,  we  fliould 
ratlier  fuppofe,  that  Baidernock  was  not  a  new  name,  but 
the  original  one  revived,  of  which  Bathernock  was  a  corrupt 
tion  \  and  that  Baidernock  is  alfo  a  corruption  of  Bildruin- 
ich,  (i.  e.  Druiddown)  it  being  highly  probably,  that  this  was 
a  Druidicai  place  of  worfhip,  as  will  appear  from  a  remark* 
able  monunietu  of  Druidi£»  ta  be  mentioned  afterwards. 

Si/uationand  Surface, — ^It  it  is  fltuated  within  the  county 
Stirling,  in  the  presbytery  of  Dunbarton,  and  fynod  of  Glaf* 
and  Ayr.  The  furface  is  various.  On  the  South,  where  it 
is  bounded  by  the  river  Kelvin,  there  are  fix  or  fcven  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  flat  land.  The  inundations  of  this  jlycr 
frequently  blalled  the  hopes  of  the  husbandman,  by  d^m- 
niaging,  or  fweeping  away  his  luxuriant  crops.  To  prevent 
fuch  difafters,  the  poprietors,  about  1 6  or  1 8  years  ago,  united 
in  raifing  a  bank  upon  the  brink  of  the  river  :  but  there  arc 
feafons  (till,  when  it  breaks  over,  or  burds  through  its  bar* 
Tiers,  to  refume  for  a  little  its  former  defolatiog  fway.  From 
South  to  North  there  is  a  gradual  afcent,  pleafautly  diverd- 
fied  by  round  fwcUing  hills.  The  flat  ground,  bcfprc  meiv^ 
tioned,  is  a  rich  loam  \  the  rifiog  grounds  towards  the  Eaft, 
are  a  clayey  foil  over  till ;  and  thofe  towvds  the  Weft,  a 
a  light  (harp  foil  over  whin  rock.  On  the  North  fide  there 
is  ibme  moorifli  ground^  but  tb(  greater  part  of  ^le  parifli  is 
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sraUe.  Towards  the  Sduth  Weft  lyes  Bardowie  Ijocb,  cov- 
ering about  70  acres.  In  it  arc  plenty  of  pike  and  perch,  of 
a  good  fize  and  quality.  The  banks  are  pleafant,  upon  which 
is  fituated  the  houfe  of  Bardowie,  within  a  few  paces  of  the 

Lie, 

CUmnie  and  Bifeafes. — ^The  ait,  on  the  high  grounds  cfpe- 
clilly,  is  extremely  falubrious,  and  the  inhabitants  healthy. 
There  are  no  difejfcs  uncommon,  or  peculiar  to  the  places 
nor  any,  for  a  long  time  pail,  that  could  be  called  epidemi- 
cjI,  unlefs  we  (hould  rank  flow  fevers  under  this  clafs.  They 
ciake  their  appearance  fomctimes  in  the  fpring,  but  more  fre- 
quently in  tJie  auruninj  and  fpread  through  whole  families^ 
nnd  from  family  to  family.  This  is  obfcrved  to  happen  chief- 
ly among  thofe  whofe  houfcs  ar^  fmall,  dirty,  and  not  pro- 
perly ventilated.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  abfurd,  and 
not  altogether  inhocent  praftice,  of  expofing  thcmfelves  and 
their  families,  by  unnccefiary  vifits  to  thofe  who  have  been 
fcizci  with  this  infectious  difcafe,  but  too  much  prevails. 
And  it  is  alfo  a  fubjeft  of  juft  regret,  that  the  prejudice  a- 
giinft  iiinoculation  of  the  fmall-pox  ftill  keeps  hold  of  the 
minds  of  many  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  poor  chil(^- 
Tcn  arc  thereby  expofed  to  the  danger  of  that  difeafc  in  what 
they  call  the  natural  way ;  but  the  innoculation  is  equally 
'.veil  entitled  to  be  called  the  natural  way.  The  one  way 
'iiiTtrs  from  the  other  in  this  only,  thatj  by  the  innoculation^ 
the  infcftion.  is,  by  the  tender  and  prudent  care  of  the  pa- 
rents, communicated  iii  that  way  which,  by  long  experience^ 
lusbcen  found  mod  fafe  and  eafy  5  whereas,  without  the  ino- 
culation, the  infe£lion  i??,  by  caroJefs  and  fuperftitiotrs  parents,' 
-eft  to  be  communicated  from  ihcir  o'.vn  clo^ths  after  vifiting 
'Mldren  under  the  difcafe,  or  by  accidentnl  intercourfe  of 
t'^'ir  children  wiih  pciions  who  have  the  infection  about  their 
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cloaths,  ia  tlut  way  which  experience  (hows  to  be  mod  fcvere 
and  fatal. 

Popunition,  Sec. — In  the  month  of  April  1794,  the  number 
of  families  was  137,  of  pcrfons  620,  of  whom  there  arc. 

Under       10     fears  rf  3g«  l;6 

Between  10  and  ao  Yi3 

•            20  and  5O  241 

— —     50  and  70  98 

■■              70  and  S5  II 

Total        620 

There  are  at  prcfcnt  iti  this  parifh  no  inftancc3  of  remarkabi^ 
lengevity. 

Bachelors  from  »o  to  40  AS 

— —  40  to  66  7 

■           above  60  % 

Widower*  from   1K3  to  60  o 

■  ■               Upwards  of  ^0  10 

Y«ariy  average  of  baptUws  iS 

-^  Marriages  6 

Occupatkttj. — ^Thc  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
parifii  devote  their  time  to  that  rnoft  innocent  and  moft  ufc- 
ful  of  fecular  employments,  the  cultivation  of  the  earth. 
There  are  45  farmers,  including  12  feuars,  who  cultivate 
their  own  grounds  -,  36  labourers,  43  male  fervants,  all  la- 
bourers, 38  female  fervants,  almoft  all  labourers,  lo  weavers 
of  houftrhold  cloth,  I  taylor,  3  (lioe-makers,  3  mafons,  3  car- 
penters, a  millers,  2  gardeners,  ^  fmiths,  i  engraver,  i  flax- 
dreffer,  4  miners,  and  one  man  who  cxercifcs  the  feveral  oc- 
cupations of  weaver,  conftable,  phyGcian,  furgeon,  apothe- 
cary, and  man-midwife. 

CharaHer. — ^The  people  are,  in  general,  remarkable  for 
a  fober  and  regular  deportment ;  an  advantage,  in  a  great 
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ir.cafure,  to  be  afcrlbed  to  their  occupation,  and  to  want  of 
manufafturcs,  whofe  boafted  bent  fits  make  but  a  poor  com- 
penfation  for  their  baneful  influence  on  tlie  morals  of  t!ie 
people. 

Rent  of  the  Parifb, — ^The  valuation  of  the  paridi  is  1744I. 
Scots.  It  is  not  eafy  to  afccrtain  the  real  rent,  bec.uife  a 
number  of  the  proprietors  culrlvatc  their  own  ground  ;  but 
it  IS  fuppofed  that  it  will  not  be  over-rated  at  3000I.  Ster- 
ling. Arable  land  is  rented  from  i-os.  to  2I.  per  acre  :  nnd 
befides  their  rent  to  the  landlord,  the  tenants  arc  gcpcrally 
bound  by  their  tacks  to  p:iy  all  the  public  burdens  upon  tlv^ 
lands  they  poflefs.  Mod  of  their  farms  are  aUo  thirled  to 
a  particular  mill,  and  pay,  fomc  of  them  fo  high  as  the  i6th 
or  17th  part  of  all  the  grain  which  they  have  occafion  to 
grind ;  a  difcouragemenc  to  induftry  now  altogether  unne- 
ceflary,  and  which  every  landholder,  who  wifhes  to  advance 
the  valus  of  hi^  property,  by  encouraging  the  induftry  of  his 
tenants,  ought  if  poffible  to  remove. 

Mode  of  Cultivation. — ^The  farms  arc  in  gericril  finall,  in- 
clofcd  and  fubdivided ;  and  the  prefcnt  r  \in'  of  f<ivnicrs  are 
fappofed  to  furpafs  their  fathers  in  ikill  and  induftry.  Clo-ir- 
ing  tlie  ground  of  ftones,  draining,  levelling  the  inccjuilities 
of  the  furface,  ftraighccning  the  ridges,  hi^in^r  o\\  jime,  and 
guarding  againft  the  common  miftake  of  ovv'icrvnppii)cr^  may 
be  cftcemcd  the  thitf  improvements.  The  Scotch  plowg-:, 
drawn  by  3,  and  fomelimco  by  4  horfcs,  is  that  \\\  moft  com- 
mon ufe.  Oats  and  barley  arv'  the  kinda,of  gtjin  chiefly  cultiva- 
ted. The  plough  goes  little  before-tl.c  be^inni'j;^  of  March.  } 
and  the  farmers  feem  not  anjwlous  to  have  the  fowing  of  oats  fi- 
piflicd  before  the  end'of  April,  and  the  baiky  before  ilic  201I1 
of  May.  After  liming  their  ground,  th'jy  ^eiierally  t^ilc  t;yo 
M  m  ^  i:::c.\ 
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pjops  of  oats,  and  one  of  barley-  With  the  barley,  ryegfraia 
and  clover  are  fown,  of  which  hay  is  made  in  the  cnfuinj^ 
fummer,  and  fometlmes  for  two  fammers.  They  afterwards 
pafture  for  two  or  more  years,  as  they  judge  requifite  to 
give  the  ground  a  fufficient  reft,  before  the  fame  rotation 
be  repeated.  In  the  flat  lands,  wheat  has  been  tried  wiih  fac- 
cefs,  and  has  been  found  to  fuffer  Icfs  damage  |han  other 
crops,  by  the  floods,  fiom  wliich  tlicfe  grounds  aie,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  embankment,  not  yet  eHc^lually  fccured.  Po- 
tatoes arc  raifed  fufficient  for  home  confumpt,  and  fome  to 
fpare  for  the  Glafgow  market,  where  they  generally  draw 
from  8d.  to  is.  per  water  peck.  From  the  few  trials  tliat 
have  been  made,  there  is  much  encouragement  for  the  cuhi- 
vation  of  turnip.  The  black  cattle  are  moftly  fmall,  and  the 
farmers  not  very  attentive  to  improve  the  breed  of  their  milk 
cows. 

Roads* — ^The  multiplicity  of  roads  renders  it  impollible,  by 
^e  conyernon  of  the  ftatute  labour,  to  put  them  all  in  a  pro-  * 
per  (late  of  repair.  It  deftrves  therefore  tRc  attention  of 
both  mafters  and  tenants,  how  far  the  improvement  of  the 
country,  and  their  own  priyate  intereft,  might  be  promoted, 
by  (hutting  up  fome  of  the  roads  thit  are  of  leaft  public  uti- 
lity, and  by  making  an  extraordinary  exertion  for  a  year  or 
two,  to  put  the  reft  once  in  good  repair,  after  which  the 
road- money  would  be  fudicicnt  to  keep  them  fo.  A  *  good 
turnpike  road  has  lately  been  made,  pafTing  through  the  (kirts 
pf  this  pari(h,  from  the  thriving  and  now  populous  village  of 
Balfronc  to  Glafgow.  It  is  thought  that,  by  direding  it 
nearer  the  centre  of  this  pari(h,  a  faving  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
at  leaft  might  have  been  made  in  a  diftancc  of  nine  miles. 

Price  of  Lahur  and  Proxjfiutis. — A  good   ploughman  re- 
ceives, beCdcs  his  board,  from  5I.  to  7I.  per  h.\lf  year,  and  a 
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Kr?attf  woman  from  35  to  50  (hillingB.  The  common  wages 
of  a  labourer  are  1 4CI.  per  day  ;  and  when  they  work  at  piece 
work,  they  generally  cam  from  is.  6d.  to  as.  per  day.  They 
are  better  cloathed  and  lodged,  and  in  every  refpefV  live  more 
comfortably  than  thofe  of  the  fame  rank,  half  a  century  ago. 
Old  people  remember  that,  in  their  early  years,  there  was 
not  a  cow  killed  for  beef  by  any  one  in  the  parifh,  excepting 
in  gentlemen's  families,  and  by  one  or  two  more  j  but  now 
there  are  few  iamilies  that  cannot  attain  to  half  a  cow  at 
'  leaft.  The  price  of  all  kinds  of  provifions  is  nearly  the  fame 
uith  that  of  the  Glafgow  markets. 

EccUfiaJlkal  StaU, — There  arc  no  families  belonging  to 
the  Eftabliflied  church,  11  to  the  Relief,  10  to  the  Burghers, 
2  to  the  Antiburghers,  3  to  the  Cameronians,  and  1  to  the 
Eercans. 

The  prefent  incumbent  was  admitted  in  1783.  His  pre- 
dcccflbrs,Tmce  tlie  Revolution  1688,  were  MciTrs  Wallace, 
Colquhoun,  Garrick,  and  Taylor.  The  King  is  patron  of 
the  paridi.  The  living  confifts  of  63  bolls  of  oat-meal,  33I. 
ia  money,  a  manfe,  and  a  glebe  of  1  o  acres,  whereof  7  arc 
arable.  1  he  church  has  been  built  at  diflfcret\t  times.  The 
lad  enlargement  was  probably  made  before  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  with  a  view  to  accomodate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  hnds  annexed  by  decreet  1649.  The  manfe  *vas  built 
about  50  years  ago,  and  has  undergone  feveral  repairs. 

Staie  of  the  Poor. — The  average  number  of  poor  irl  this  parifh 
is  about  fix.  They  are  fupported,  according  to  their  exigencies, 
in  their  own  houfcs,  from  the  weekly  colleftions  at  the  church 
door,  and  from  the  intcreft  of  a  capital  of  420I.  which  has 
accumulated  by  the  donations  of  charitable  perfons,  and  from 
{he  furplus  of  the  weekly  collections.    None  of  the  poor  of 
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>his  parifli  arc  difpofed  to  beg,  cither  in  this  or  neighbouriup^ 
parifhes  ;  but  much  ii  given  away  by  the  inh^ibtrants  in  alms 
to  beggars  which  fwarm  from  other  places^  cfpecially  from 
manufafkurlng  towns  and  villages. 

M'tneraU  and  Futl. — ^Thls  parilh  abounds  in  coal  and  linne- 
ilone.  The  coal  refembles  that  of  Newcaftle,  ciking  toge- 
ther, and  making  a  ftrong  fire,  when  properly  put  on,  and  al- 
lowed to  reft  three  or  four  hours  before  it  be  ftirrcd.  It  is 
generally  found  in  a  ftratum  of  from  3  to  4  J  feet  thick,  be- 
tween two  ftrata  of  lime-ftones.  The  upper  flratum  of  lime- 
flone  is  called  the  blue  lime^  and  the  lower  the  Huhite  lime^ 
wliich  lad  has  generally  been  efteemtd  of  an  inferior  quality 
to  tlie  blue.  Thefe  ufeful  minerals,  in  places  where  there  is 
no  great  thicknefs  of  (Irala  above  them,  arc  come  at  by  re- 
moving the  fupcrincumbcnt  foil :  but  where  tliey  lie  deep, 
the  coal  is  wrought  firft  by  miners,  and  afterwards  the  up- 
per or  blue  lime  is  feparated  from  the  roof  by  wedges  or 
gunpowder.  The  coals  are  fold  at  the  pit  for  3d.  per  hutch, 
five  of  which  may  be  drawn  in  a  cart,  by  an  ordinary  horft;, 
and  fix  by  an  able  bodied  horfc.  The  only  coal  in  the  pa- 
lifli  wrought  for  fuel,  is  the  property  of  Robert  Dunmore, 
Efq;  of  Billindalloch,  whofe  exertions  for  the  improvement 
of  his  own  cftate,  and  of  the  country  in  general,  cannot  be 
mentioned  with  too  much  praifc.  He  works  the  lime  alfoto 
a  very  confiderable  extent.  Bcfidcs  his,  there  are  three  other 
limeworks  going  in  the  parifh,  but  upon  a  fmallcr  (cale  ;  and 
there  is  limc-ftone,  more  or  lefs,  tlirou)^^h  almoil  all  the  high 
j^rounds.  In  it  are  found  petrified  (liclls  of  a  variety  of  kinds, 
ftimuhting  the  conjeclurcs  of  naturalifls  concerning  the  re- 
volutions of  this  globe.  There  is  abundance  of  frccflone  uf 
7.  good  quility  for  building,  and  a  little  iron-ftone;  but,  at 
the  pljce  wlkcre  it  hath  been  obfcivcd,  the  ftratum  is  fo  thin 
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z:>  not  to  be  worth  working.  A  fmall  rivulet  in  the  Eaft  end 
<  f  the  parifli  makes  a  very  plentiful  depofition  of  ochre, 
which,  if  proper  means  were  ufed  to  colleft  it,  might  turn  to 
lojnc  account.  Peats  can  eafily  be  procured  for  fuel,  but 
Lw  of  them  are  ufcd,  the  coals  being  found  lefs  eoftly. 
A  conlideraUe  quantity  of  them  was  formerly  required  by 
the  farmers  for  kiln-drying  their  visual ;  *  but  by  the  introduc- 
tion  of  kilns  with  brick  heads,  they  have  become  lefs  neccfla- 
:t,  coals  anfwering  the  purpofe  equally  welL 

Antiquiius. — Upon  the  high  ground,  in  a  commanding 
r.tuatton,  at  the  North  Weft  comer  of  the  parid),  ftands  an 
eld  ruinous  tower,  being  all  that  now  remains  of  the.manfion 
ioufe  of  the  Galbraiths  of  Bathcrnock,  which  appears  to 
have  been  a  large  building  furrounded  M'ith  a  ditch.  Its  an- 
tiquity muft  be  very  confiderable,  but  how  great,  even  tra* 
(iitlon  does  not  venture  to  dettrmin^.  Not  far  from  thence, 
to  the  eaftward,  are  feveral  of  thofe  large  loofe  heaps  of  ftones 
called  Clirns,  fome  of  them  oblong,  and  others  of  a  drcular 
ftiape.  One  of  the  circular  ones,  which  has  not  yet  been 
broken  up,  is  about  80  yards  in  circumference.  From  two 
that  have  been  broken  up,  it  appears  that  they  are  compofed 
cf  bofe  (lones  carelefsly  thrown  together  ;  but  at  the  bottom 
are  large  flags  placed  on  Ci\gCj  in  two  parallel  rows,  at  the 
dillance  of  between  3  or  4  feet,  lidded  over  with  flags  laid 
ucrofe,  the  cavity  thus  formed  is  divided  by  partitions  into 
cells  of  6  or  7  feet  long.  In  one  of  the  long  cairns  lately 
broken  up,  were  found  feveral  fragments  of  a  large  coarfely 
fabricated  urn,  and  fome  pieces  of  human  bones.  Tradition 
fays,  that  in  this  place,  called  Craigmadden  moor,  a  battle 
was  fought  with  the  Danes,  in  which  one  of  their  princes  was  , 
ilain.  The  farm  in  which  thefe  cairns  are,  is  named  Dloch- 
aim,  which  may  be  a  corruption  of  Balcairnj  i.  e.  the  town 
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of  the  cairns.  But  the  moft  curious  remain  of  antiquity  in 
this  parifh,  is  a  ftrufture  called  the  Auld  wift^s  lift.  It  is  fituat- 
cd  near  a  mile  North  from  the  church,  on  very  high  ground, 
in  a  little  flat  of  about  i  oo  paces  diameter,  furrounded  by  an  af- 
ctnt  of  a  few  yards  in  height,  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre. 
It  confifts  of  three  (tones  only,  two  of  which,  of  a  prifmatic 
ftiapc,  are  laid  aloiig  clofe  \>y  each  other  upon  the  earth  5 
and  the  third,  which  was  once  probably  a  regular  paralello- 
piped,  and  flill,  notwlihdanding  the  depredations  of  time, 
approaches  thst  figure,  is  laid  above  the  other  two.  The 
uppcrmoft  ftonc  is  1 8  feet  long,  1 1  broad,  and  6  deep,  plac- 
et! nearly  horizontally  with  a  fmall  dip  to  the  North-  Its 
two  fupporters  are  about  the  fame  fize.  It  can  hardly  be 
matter  of  doiibt,  that  this  is  one  of  thofc  rude  (Iruflures 
created  by  the  Druids  in  their  facrcd  groves.  Its  fituatlon, 
in  a  very  fcqueftered  fpot,  on  an  eminence,  furrounded  by  i 
grove  of  oaks,  ftunips  of  M'hich  trees  are  ftill  vifible,  corrcfponds 
fxaflly  to  every  defcriptlon  we  have  of  thefe  places  of  wor* 
(hip.  The  figure  of  the  ftoncs  thcmfelves,  and  their  poliiion, 
bear  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  others  which  antiquarians  have 
not  hcfitatcd  to  pronounce  monuments  of  Druidifm.  The 
name  by  which  they  are  c?iled  fcems  no  fmall  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  A  Druidical  (lone  in  Ireland^ 
mentioned  by  Cambden,  is  called  the  lifted  (lone  \  and  there 
are  fomc  in  Poitiers  in  France,  known  by  the  name  of  Pier- 
res  levees.  But  bt  fides  that  the  ftones  under  confidcration 
have  the  name  of  lift,  which  appears  to  be  the  general  ap- 
pellation of  fuch  Druidical  ftones,  the  fpecific  part  of  their 
name,  viz.  Auld  wives,  is  eafily  accounted  for,  on  the  fume 
fuppoGtion.  Upon  the  authority  of  Tacitus  and  Mela,  we 
know  that  female  Druid?,  generally  pretty  far  advanced  in 
:years,  lived  together  in  fifterhoods,  in  fequcftered  fpots,  de- 
toting  their  time  to  the  offices  of  tlie  Druidical  worfhip. 
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Thefe  were  by  the  people  held  in  high  efteem,  and  called  Sendi 
or  wneraUe  women^  words  nearly  fynonymous  to  the  Scots 
word  Auld  wives.  Hence  we  are  induced  to  conclude^  that  this 
is  one  of  chofe  lifted  (tones,  Pierres  levees ;  and  that  it  is  called 
the  Auldwive's  lift,  becaufe  it  was  the:  lifted  ftone  where 
the  Sense,  or  fiiltrhood  of  venerable  female  Druids  refiding 
here,  paid  their  devotions*  Upon  the  fuppofition,  alfo,  that 
tlii$  was  a  feat  of  the  Druid  worihip,  we  have  fuggefted  to 
us  a  very  pr6bable  etymology  of  the  name  of  the  pariQi.  Bal^ 
In  the  Gaelic  language  fignifies  iown^  and  Druinicbj  of  or 
belonging  to  the  Druids*  The  pre&nt  name,  Baldemock,  is 
not  a  greater  corruption  of 'Baldruinich,  /•  e.  Druidftown^ 
than  might  be  expe£led  in  the  lapfe  of  eighteen  hundred 
vears. 
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iSrUMBtR  xvii. 

PARISH  OF  LONGSIDE. 

District  of  Buchan^  County  of  Aberdeen,  Presbtte- 
RT  of  Deer^  and  Synod  op  Aberdeen. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Gkeig,  Minifier. 

.i —  i  ■•  *    , 

Situation  and  Extent. 


HE  parifh  of  Longfide  is  fitoated  in  that  diMd  of  A- 
berdceir-fhire  called  Buchan.  It  is  an  irregular  fquare,  of  a- 
l$aut  5  Englifh  miles,  and  is  bounded,  on  the  North,  by  the 
pariihes  of  Old  Deer  and  Lonmay  \  on  the  Eaft,  by  thofe  of 
St.  Tergus  and  Peterhead  ;  on  the  South  by  Cruden  ;  and 
on  the  Weft  by  Old  Deer.  It  is,  like  Buchan  in  gcncial, 
very  leyel  \  there  being  no  hill  of  any  confequence  in  the  pa- 
ri(h.  As  a  proof  of  this,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  the 
Ugie,  \iirhich  divides  it  in  the  dtre£^ion  of  W.  and  £.  fre* 
qnently  overflows  th&  adjoining  ground  to  a  very  cohfider* 
able  extent,  from  almoft  one  fide  of  the  pariih  to  the  other  $ 
and,  in  the  hands  of  our  neighbours  in  the  Netherlands, 
would  be  embanked  like  the  Macfe  or  the  Rhine.    This  has 
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fiiggefted  the  idea  of  a  canal  along  its  banks,  from  its  mouth 
.near  Peterhead,  to  the  village  of  Old  Deer ;  a  didance  of  a« 
bout  10  miles.  The  plan  might  be  executed  at  a- very  incon- 
(iderable  expence ;  and  would  contribute  much  to  the  im- 
provement of  a  very  valuable  diftrift.  It  is,  in  general,  a 
light  foil,  eafily  improved,  and  lying  at  the  diftance  cf  only 
from  4  to  9  miles  from  Peterhead,  enjoys  almoft  every  ad- 
vwtage  for  the  exportation  of  its  produce,  and  the  importa- 
tion of  lime,  coals,  and  other  neceflary  articles. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  the  parifli,  as  well  as  its  fufceptibility 
of  farther  improvement,  may  be  inferred  from  the  following 
particulars : 

Population. — It  contains,  according  to  a  very  accurate  lift; 
taken  by  the  writer  of  the  prefent  article,  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1790  and  beginning  of  179 1,  1792  inhabitants*. 
Qf  thefe  817  are  males,  and  975  are  females. 
Under    zo    years  of  age  there  are        270 
From      10    to    20  334 

From      ao    to    50  74s 

From      50    to    70  ^13 

From      70    to  xoq  \\% 

They  are  divided  into  473  families  •,  which  is  not  quite  4  to 
a  family.  Of  thefe  families,  about  100  are  employed  in/arm^ 
ing  ;  60,  as  weavers ;  too  as  fptnners  of  flax  ^  and  ivool-com* 
berSf  &c.  from  40  to  50,  as  day  labourers.  Nearly  40  are 
poor  families,  QCcaGonally  fupplied  from  the  public  funds  of 
O  o  a  the 

*  By  Dr  Web(ler*t  Report  io  1755, 1  find  that  the  number  of  inhabiunCi 
was  1979,  or  nearlj  100  more  than  the  above.  As  no  fati&fai^ory  reafoD 
OD  be  aifigned  for  this  diminution,  from  the  htflory  of  the  parifh,  I  am  in- 
dined  to  tiiink  thit  the  account  fcnt  to  the  Dodor  muft  have  been  inaccurate. 
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the  pariih.  The  remainder  are  mafons^  taylorsi  &c.  &o. 
Alsnoft  all  have  a  few  acres  of  ground,  which  they  cultivate, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  purfue  their  other  occupations. 
From  this  circumftance,  it  may  be  inferred,  th.it  thedificrent 
branches  of  labour  above  enumerated  are  ftill  in  an  umm- 
proved  (late.  Some  approaches,  however,  towards  a  rcgaUr 
divifiott  and  (implification  of  labour  have  been  made  of  late  ; 
particularly  at  Nethtr  Kinmundy ;  which  w  ill  be  mentioned 
afterwards. 

From  an  infpe£lion  of  the  regifter  of  births,  marriages^  and 
deaths,  for  6  years,  from  the  year  i  783,  it  appears  that  the 
average  of  baptifms,  during  that  period,  is  39 ;  that  the  male 
births  are  to  the  female  as  4  to  3  ;  that  the  average  of  p;ir 
Tifliioners  married  in  the  above  period,  is  only  2 1  ;  th.it  the 
average  of  burials  is  20 ;  that  the  whde  number  of  inter- 
ments, including  perfons  brought  from  neighbouring  pariflies, 
is  2C8  \  whofe  ages  amount  to  9444  years ;  and  that  of  con* 
fequence  the  average  of  an  age  is  fomewhat  more  than  45. 

^gricuhure.^-Vfhtn  I  fay  that  xco  fiimilies  and  upwards 
fire  employed  in  farming,  or  that  there  are  ico  farms  in  the 
parifh,  it  will  readily  be  inferred  that  many  of  thcfe  farms 
mull  be  fmall :  And  when  this  is  the  cafe,  it  is  imponfible 
that  lands  can  be  improved  to  any  conGderable  extent.  Many 
pf  them  are  what  are  called  crofts  }  which  do  not  admit  of 
the  tenants  having  a  plough.  Two,  or  three,  and  fometimes 
four,  are  obliged  to  join  for  this  purpofe  :  which  is,  in  oth^r 
words,  faying,  that  the  work  is  ill-performed,  and  at  a  great 
cxpence  of  time  and  labour..  No  fimplincation  of  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  agriculture  can  be  accomplilhcd  in  a  very 
fmall  fcale*.  And  yet,  when  this  is  not  done, — when  one 
man  muft  do  8  or  10  different  forts  of  work,  little  knowledge 
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or  dexterity  can  be  expeded  on  his  part^  and  little  profit  on 
the  part  of  the  employer.  The  number  of  acres  in  tlie  pa- 
riOi  amount  to  about  i2>ooO|  (rented  for  little  more  than 
2000I.  Sterling)  of  which  above  7000  are  at  prefent  in  a 
(late  of  cultivation  \  iSco  are  mofs,  (a  confiderable  part  of 
it  very  deep)  only  257  are  planted  ^  and  the  renlainder  i< 
uncultivated.  Though  there  is  but  a  (m^li  proportion  which 
is  not  fufccptible  of  cultivation^  yet|  owing  to  the  impror 
per  modes  of  ^agriculture  adopted,  pcriiap^  3 coo  bolls  of  oat^ 
meal  and  bear  are  all  that  are  exported  annually ;  and  the 
whole  produce  not  much  above  7000  bolls.  Suppofing  the 
attention  of  farmers  and  proprietors  confined  to  the  7000 
acres  above-meptioned,  and  no  more  than  3500  to  be  under 
a  grain  crop  \  from  159000  to  20,000  bolls,  at  lead,  might 
be  reafonably  expcded  under  a  judicious  plan  of  manager 
meat.  «A  perfon  interefted  in  the  weliare  of  the  country 
mud  be  hiirtj  when  lie  remarks  the  ftate  of  our  corn  farni^ 
ing ;  fields  ploughed,  from  wliich  fcarcely  twice  the  feed  can 
be  expe£led,  and  fpecies  of  grain  fometimes  growing*  which 
require  two  bolls  to  produce  one  of  meal.  Nor  will  he  be 
lefs  hurt,  when  he  remarks  the  neceiTary  confequences  of 
tliis  management  with  regard  to  hay  and  pafture  ;  extenfive 
nnges  of  country,  where  thefe  ought  to  be  found  in  great 
abundance,  yielding  a  fcanty  fubfiftence  to  a  few  flieep. 

The  parifti  is  divided  among  fix  heritors.  Nearly  the  half 
belongs  to  pne  of  them  f .  And  by  granting  no  leafes  for 
many  years  pad,  he  has  at  prefent  much  in  hi^  power,  with 
regard  to  new-modelling  his  farms,  and  puting  them  upon  a 
proper  footing.  With  this  view,  he  has  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  the  difTerent  modes  of  farming,  both  in  England 
and  in  the  South  of  ScQtlaild.  But  to  introduce  fo  complete 
fi  change  as  either  of  thefe  modes,  all  at  once,  (if  at  all  prac- 
ticable) 
I  Tfix  FcaavsoN  of  Pitfour,  Member  of  Psrliamcnt  for  the  County. 
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ticable)  IS  attended  with  great  difficuldes :  and  gradual  re« 
formation  is  perhaps  here,  as  well  as  in  moft  other  dqpart- 
ments  of  human  labour,  the  preferable  plan. 

From  the  obfervattons  already  made,  it  is  evident  that  we 
ftand  much  in  need  of  improvement.  If  the  fmall  farms 
could  be  united,  and  many  of  the  prefent  pofieflbrs  of  them 
converted  into  day-labourers,  under  tenants  who  could  afFord 
them  conflant  (employment ;  and  if  a  few  tenants  from  the 
Southern  counties,  of  (ubftance  and  knowledge,  wert:  encou- 
raged to  fettle,  as  patterns  to  our  native  tenants }  both  claf* 
fes  would  be  benefited,  and  live  infinitely  better  than  thefe 
do  at  prefent.  Proprietors  ought  at  leaft  to  have  this  in 
view,  if  they  wifli  to  fee  their  eftates  improved,  or  the  ten- 
ants on  them  comfortable.  It  admits  of  proof,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  complaints  which  we  frequently  hear  pf  the  difficul- 
ty of  finding  fervants,  and  of  the  unjuft  preference  which 
is  given  to  manu&dlures,  th;^t  there  are  inhabitants  fufficient 
in  the  country  for  the  purpofes  of  its  improvement,  if  a  cer- 
tain indolence  and  want  of  fpring  (which  is  one  of  the  cha- 
raderiftic  features  in  the  lower  ranks  in  this  part  of  the 
kingdom)  could,  by  proper  motives  and  encouragements,  be 
removed  :  And  this  depends  on  landlords,  and  on  the  choice 
which  they  make  of  tenant^. 

Befides  the  3000  bolh  of  grain  already  mentioned,  about 
300  black  cattle  are  exported  annually  ^  and  butter,  cheefe, 
and  eggs,  to  the  amount  of  about  loool.  Sterling.  The  prices 
of  the  laft  mentioned  articles  are  firom  6d.  to  8d.  for  ao 
Ounces  of  butter ;  from  3  s.  to  4s.  for  the  (lone  of  cheefe  ; 
and  from  ad.  to  6d.  for  the  dozen  of  eggs. 

ManufaBures. — ^This  branch  of  induftry  has  made  very 
confiderable  progrefs  in  the  pari(h  withitl  thefe  few  years. 
Qefides  the  fpinning  of  flax  to  a  very  confiderable  amount  for 
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the  thread-manufadlures  in  Peterhead,  a  manufadure  of 
Woollen  cloth  at  Netber-Kinmundy  (the  property  of  Francis 
Garden  of  Troup,  Efq;)  has,  of  late,  become  very  confider- 
able  for  an  infant  manufadlure.  It  is  conduded  by  Meffrs 
Thomas  1st  Robert  Kilgour^  and  defcrves  to  be  particubrly 
mentioned. 

About  40  families  are  employed  by  them  conftantly ;  to 
whom  they  give  houfes  and  gardens.  But  far  the  greater 
number  whom  they  employ,  are  fcattered  in  tliis  and  the 
neighbouring  parifhesi  and  work  for  the  company  only  occa- 
iionally.  The  articles  manufa&ured  heve  are  narrow  cloths, 
from  28.  3d.  to  5s.  per  yard ;  and  jemmys  from  is.  id.  to  is. 
6d.  per  yard.  They  are  nfed  moftly*  at  home.  For  the 
higher  priced  fort  of  narrow  cloths,  the  demand  is  daily  in« 
crcafmg.  Men,  thus  employed,  earn  from 4s.  to  los.  a* week; 
and  women  from  is.  6d.  to  3d.  And  in  this  manner  about 
2000I.  Sterling  is  dift>urfed  annually.  It  is  with  pleafure 
the  writer  of  the  prefent  article  adds,  from  his  own  obferva- 
tion,  as  well  as  from  the  exprefs  teilimony  of  their  employ- 
ers, that  both  men  and  women  are  peaceable,  fobei:,  and  at- 
ttntive.  As  a  proof  of  this,  it  deferves  to  be  mentioned, 
that  during  the  fpace  of  1 5  years,  not  a  fingle  perfon  haa 
been  difmifTed.  Living  in  a  healthy  county,  and  not  crowd- 
ed together,  as  in  towns ;  and  having,  moreover,  dl  gardens 
for  the  employment  of  their  fpare  hours,  they,  in  general,  en- 
joy good  health,  and  have  numerous  families.  Of  late,  the 
labour  of  carding,  teafmg,  &c.  has  been  much  facilitated  by 
the  introdadion  of  machinery  moved  by  water.  The  raw 
materials  are  brought  from  the  N.  of  England,  and  not  un- 
frequently  from  the  London  market. 

Religious  Sefts  and  Principles. — ^Public  inftitutions,  whe- 
ther religiotts  or  civile  are  fertile  fources  of  moral  principles. 

In 


l88  Staiijiical  Account 

In  this  pariOij  neither  our  citiI,^  nor  our  ecclefiaftical  cfta* 
,  blifhments  have  been  without  their  tfk€t.  The  inhabitants 
are  peaceable  and  good  fubjeds  \  and  the  fpirit  of  our  reli- 
gion is,  in  general,  underftood  and  felt  to  be,  what  it  ever 
ought  to  be,  a  (upport  to  found  morality.  An  oppofition  be- 
tween fpeculation  and  pradical  religion,  is  a  common  error 
arAong  the  more  unenlightened  ranks  of  erery  country*  Its  in* 
fluence  is  in  fome  degree  felt  here*  But  a  more  rational  fpi- 
rit feems  to  be  gaining  ground.  With  regard  Xoforms^  and 
opinions  of  feeondary  importance,  the  parifh  has  been  long 
divided  ;  and  where  this  happens,  fome  degree  of  illiberali- 
ty  is  to  be  looked  for.  In  the  year  1 790,  the  writer  of  this 
Article  found  908  belonging  to  the  Eftabliflied  Church ;  723 
belonging  to  the  Epifcopal  C^hurch  of  Scotland,  and  85  to 
the  Church  of  England  ;  63  were  Sccedcrs ;  6  were  Roman 
Catholics  ;  and  the  remaining  7  were  either  infane,  or  be- 
longed to  no  religious  community.  But«  in  general,  all 
thcfc  fefts  maintain  a  peaceable  and  friendly  intercourfe  with 
one  another.  It  might  gratify  curiofity,  and  illudrate  fome 
of  the  leading  principles  in  human  nature,  to  trace  the  ope- 
ration of  thofe  caufes  which  have  concurred  to  produce  fo 
great  a  number  of  Eplfcopals  in  this  and  in  fome.  of  the 
neighbouring  pariflies.  But  fuch  an  equiry  would  fwell  this 
part  of  the  Statiftical  Account  too  much.  It  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  in  general,  that,  as  the  lower  ranks  are  incapable  of 
forming  religious  creeds,  which  can  (land  the  teft,  even  of 
their  own  refle£lions,  for  any  length  of  time,  we  mud  look 
for  the  caufes  of  a  long  eftabliflied  attachment  to  opinions 
and  forms,  in  the  influence  of  authority,  intcreft,  and  habit. 
If  oppofition  arid  perfecution  unhappily  lend  their  aid  to  that 
influence,  impartiality  is  generally  baniflied,  and  the  efFcft  be- 
comes much  (Ironger. 

Poor 
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Poor. — The  fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor^  arlfes  front 
the  weekly  coI!e£lions,  and  the  intereft  of  i  fmall  fum,  be- 
gun by  charitable  donations,  and  encreafed  by  an  oeconomi* 
cal  management,  particolarly  during  years  when  the  necef- 
faries  of  life  were  cafily  acquired }  about  20  1.  Sterling  is 
tliftributed  annually  among  about  30  families,  but  is,  by  no 
means,  found  fufiBcient  to  aflid  induftry  in  procuring  a  com* 
fortable  fubfiftence  : — With  no  other  view  ought  money  to  be 
given  ;  and  with  this,  a  very  fmall  fum  will  do  more  fervicc 
than  ten  times  its  value,  when  it  is  depended  on  as  a  fubfti- 
tute  for  induftry.  Of  the  20 1.  above  mentioned,  5  1.  Ster-» 
ling  is, given  annually  by  one  of  the  heritors* ;  and  thi  dif- 
tribution  of  it  is  confmed  to  the  poor  on  his  own  eftates  : 
—A  pra£^ice  which  defcrves  to  be  imitated  ;  particularly  in 
a  parilh  where,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  there  is  not  a  fingle  rc- 
Cdcnt  heritor  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  extraor- 
dinary cafes.  N.  B.  The  members  of  the  cpifcopal  congre- 
gation fupport  their  own  poor. 


Manfe^  Stipend^  School^  isfc, — ^The  parifli  of  I^ngfide  was 
:rccled  in  the  year  1620,  from  the  pariflies  of  Peterhead . 
nd  Crimond  j  with  which  laft  mentioned  pariih  there 
feems  to  have  been  formerly  a  communication  in  the  N.  E, 
corntri  where  now  the  parifhes  of  St  Fergus  and  Lonmay 
Tnect  each  other.  The  original  ftipend  wds  120L  Scots^ 
2nd  400  merks  of  vicarage  tcinds,  which  are  ft  ill  drawn  by 
the  minifter,  but  do  not  produce  above  260  merks.  In  1668^ 
it  was  augmented  with  4  chalders  of  grain  \  and,  in  1 79 1^ 
\i  Jkh  3  chalders  more,  and  60  Scots  for  comn^union  elementS4 
At  the  time  of  the  laft  mentioned  augmentation,  an  appli^ 
cation  was  made  to  have  the  vicarage  teinds  cotiverted,  on  ac- 
count of  the  deficiency  above  mentioned,  and  the  difagrccabld 
Vol.  XV  P  p  ^rcumftaiifi«# 

*  Mr  ForgnloB  above  aUaded  t«< 
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cumftances  attending  tlieir  calleflion  (circuRiftances  frc- 
^|iiently  incompatible  with  the  ufefulncfs  of  a  clergyman,) 
but  fail.id. 

The  family  of  Marifchall,  which  had  formerly  very  confi- 
dcr  ible  property  in  the  pariOi,  wcirc  tlie  original  patrons  ;  pro- 
bably in  confcqueirce  of  the  canonical  rule  \  Patrontimfa^ 
c'utnt,  Jos^  asdijlcatio^  fundus.  The  right  of  prefcnting  is  now 
atinexed  to  tlie  Crown.  The  prefent  incumbent  has  no 
inanfc:^  but  receives  in  lieu  of  it  an  annuity  frotn  the  heritors. 
The  original  church  (lill  remains }  but  has  been  repaired  at 
different  times. 

Under  this  head,  the  (ituation  of  the  fchool  ought  to  bt 
mentioned ;  as  being  (the  writer  of  tlic  prefent  article  would 
gladly  hope)  Angular.  The  falary  is  only  nine  bells  of  meal; 
which  the  fchoolmailer  has  to  collcft  from  the  tenants  in 
very  fmall  quantities,  and  of  confequence  at  a  great  lofs.  The 
emoluments  arifmg  from  teaching,  owing  to  the  very  low 
price  of  education,  (for  tlie  fchoolmafter  is  acknowledged  to 
be  well  qualified  for  his  office)  are,  at  an  average  of  eight 
years,  4 1.  6s.  7d.  a  year.  Pcrquifites  arifing  from  his  oflices, 
as  prcccntcr  and  clerk  to  the  feifion,  do  not  exceed  4 1.  Ster- 
ling. Of  confequence,  his  whole  living  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  i  a  1.  Sterling  annually ;  a  fum  not  equal  to  the 
wages  of  an  ordinary  farm-fervant.  When  it  is  confidered 
of  how  much  confequence  it  is  to  fociety  (particularly,  at  a 
period  when  the  principles  of  the  lower  ranks  are  of  infini- 
tely more  confequence  to  its  welfare  than  ever  they  were.be- 
fore,>  to  have  pcrfons  properly  qualified  for  the  education  of 
youth  appointed  in  the  different  parilhes,  the  circumftances 
above  mentioned  feem  to  demand  attention  from  heritors^ 
a!id  others  whom  the  law  authorifes  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
p-:r  maintenance  of  fchool  mailers. 
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Planting. — ^The  want  of  woods  and  {belter  in  this  corner  of 
Aberdeenlhirc,  is  one  of  the  circumftances  which  fecms'to 
operate  moft  powerfully  to  its  difadvantage,  in  the  opinioil 
of  our  fouthern  neighbours.  Such  cxtenfive  trails  of  count- 
ry as  thofe  of  Cruden,  Longfide,.  Peterhead,  &c.  without 
either  trees  or  hedges  to  diverfify  the  landfcape,  are,  to  be 
fure,  not  very  gratifying  to  the  eye.  And  this  famcnefs  is  tlis 
more  to  be  regretted,  that  the  fields  are  far  from  conveying 
the  idea  of  banennefs,  and  that  nature  by  no  means  intended 
them  to  be  thus  naked  and  unprotefled.  It  is  very  evident 
that  Buchan  was,  fonic  centuries  ago,  remarkably  well  wood- 
ed. Its  extenfive  moifes  contain  the  remains  of  very  mag- 
nificent trees.  No  good  rcafon,  therefore,  ,can  be  afii^ncil 
for  th  fame  forts  ofivood  not  thriving  in  it  again,  if  judicrouf- 
ly  managed.  But  few  attempts  (comparatively  fpenking) 
have  been  made  to  renew  its  woqds  5  and  thofe  which  have 
been  made,  have  in  general  been  confined  to  the  hilly  and 
moft  barren  parts  of  the  country  •,  yhere  the  plants  have  not 
only  had  no  (heltcr,  but  little  foil  to  bring  them  forward.  Ic 
dcferves  attention,  that  in  the  moffes,  where  fo  many  trunks 
of  large  trees  are  every  year  dug  up,  none  of  the  Scotch  fir;» 
arc  ever  found.  Yet  this  is  the  tree  which  has  generally 
been  planted.  It  commonly  rifes  to  a  fufficlent  height  to  af- 
ford (belter  to  other  plants  j  and  this  feems  to  be  all  thrit 
ought  to  be  expefted.  There  are  fcveral  inftances  in  the  pa- 
riih,  of  the  a(h,  the  plane,  the  birch,  laburnum,  larch,  fprucr, 
and  even  the  oaks  thriving  well,  if  we  make  allowance  for 
the  difadvantages  under  which  they  labour,  with  regard  to 
(belter.  The  only  plantation  of  any  confcquencc  in  the  pa- 
lilh,  is  one  of  about  250  acres  •,  to  which  the  above  obfetva- 
tions  are  very  applicable.  When  the  interftices  between  the 
Scotch  firs  Ihall  be  filled  Ajp  with  other  trees  more  fuited  to 
P  P  a  -  tlie 
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$he  difFerent  foils,  and  fomeof  the  wet  places^dratned*  (vImcH 
is  the  intention  of  the  proprietor,)  fome  hopes  may  be  en* 
tertained  of  his  fuccefs  in  wiping  oflfthq  reproach  of  nakcd- 
pefs  from  this  part  of  the  pariQi. 

Leafif  and  Rents, — I  have  already  mentioned,  that  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  parifh  is  held  without  leafes.  The  ten- 
'  ants,  who  have  any,  generally  have  Ufc^rent  ones ;  and  fcarce^ 
ly  any  have  more  than  19  years.  When  thb  circttmftance 
is  confidered,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  fmallncfs  of  the  ftf  m£, 
the  backward  ftate  of  improvement  will  be  eaif!y  accounted 
for.  The  rents  are  generally  paid  in  meal  and  money ;  be^ 
des  which,  there  ftill  remain  fome  reliques  of  the  ancient 
feudal  fervitudes,  under  the  name  of  cufto.r.s  i  fuch  as  the 
paytnent  of  peats,  poultry,  a  certain  nuQiber  of  day-labour- 
ers, &c. 

J^f^.— From  the  great  extent  of  mofsj  it  will  readily  be 
inferred  that  fuel  is  to  he  had  in  great  abundance.  In  ge- 
neral it  is  fo.  But  when  it  is  confidered,  how  much  of  the 
beft  feafon  of  the  year  is  fpent  in  preparing  it,  how  difficult 
it  is  to  be  obtained  in  rainy  feafons,  and  how  ill  provided 
particular  eftates  are  with  this  neceflary  article  \  the  wife  po- 
licy of  repealing  the  late  high  *  duties  on  coals  will  appear 
evident. 

Natural  fl^ory.-— Under  the  head  of  natural  hiftory^  may 
be  mentioned  various  forts  oi  granite^  with  which  the  parifh 
abounds.  A  very  beautiful  fpecies  of  a'  dark  blue  colour  is 
found  in  the  N.  £•  corner  of  it,  which  appears  to  great  ad- 
Taut?^  in  ^  xctj  elegant  hou&  jbnilding  by  one  of  the  heri- 
tors 


lors  *  :at  CvfwX^yVCi  the  parifh  of  Lonmay.  Anotker  ^pcMciei 
of  A  li^er  colour,  but  alfi>  ¥ery  beautifulj  isfound  atC^irxii 
gall ;  f cequent  fpecifnent  of  >wluch  arie  to  :be  ieeu  ia  X^ondon 
and  other  p^ttB  of  England'  Of  both  fy^iM^  <very  lar^e 
pieces  are  frequently  cutout,  fit  for  pillars  of  12  and  I5„an4 
fometimes  %o  feet  hi^.  Their  bardnefs,  however^  rend^era 
them  unfit  for  anyi^xcept  tKe  plainer  orders  of  ar^hite£lur/e. 

D^^j.— -About  3  years  ago«  the  putrid  fore  throat  eu( 
off  a  good  many  (principally  young  perfons)  1  in  feme  in- 
ilances  4  out  of  a  family.  GraveUQ}  complaints  itfe  alfo  fre* 
quent,  which  perhaps  may^  in  fome  meafure,  be  attributed 
to  the  great  ^antities  of  beer  ufed>  and  to  the  little  paing 
taicen  in  pncpanng  .it  Rhjcvtm^tifms,  too,  are  commoa. 
Frequent  fogs  in  the  funvrnjer,  arifiiig  from  the  low  wet 
grounds  and  mofles  in  the  parifh^  and  fudden  change  oi 
weather,  occafioned  by  our  pcrninfular  fituation  between  the 
German  Ocean,  on  the  on^  hand,  and  the  Murray  Frith,  on 
the  other,  feem  to  point  out  their  caufes.  But  notwithftaad'- 
ing  thefe  mementos  of  frailty,  the  climate,  on  the  .whole^ 
may  be  teemed  heakhy  And  though  no  veryextraordina* 
ry  inftances  of  longevity  caq  be  mentioned^  few  parilhes  can 
produce  a  |;reater  number  of  iperfous^aJbovc  the  age  of  fouiw 
(core* 

HtJhrfj^'Dm  article  would  be  almoft  entirely  confined  to 
the  hiftory  of  private  families,  and  of  the  changes  which  land*' 
cd  property  has  undergone  in  the  parifti  (circumftances  too 
mbute  and  uninterefting^  to  merit  a  place  in  a  Statidical  Ag« 
count  of  a  country)  did  not  one  part  of  it  give  fome  indica* 
tioQs  of  its  having  been  the  iccnt.gf  ff^^if  and  eats^naJconUfim 
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This  is  the  part  of  the  parifli  where  it  joins  Cniden*  On  the 
dkdivity  of  a  hill^  which  Icparates  the  two  parifliesy  there 
9re  ftiU  vifible  a  great  number  of  tumuli^  or  fmall  caimsi  in 
which  are  found  fquare  apartments,  formed  by  rough  ftones, 
of  from  18  inches  to  2  feet,  and  containing  alhes  or  re4 
earth.  At  a  finall  diftance  from  thefe,  and  nearly  on  the 
kig^eft  part  of  the  hill,  is  a  cairn  of  a  much  larger  fize,  of 
an  elliptical  form,  and  meafuring  in  circumference  about 
400  feet  at  its  bafe.  It  is  well  known  by  the  name  of  Cairn 
CattB ;  and  fome  traditionary  legends  conned!  its  hiftory  with 
fimilar  cairns  in  the  pari{h  of  Oruden,  and  in  fome  of  tlic 
nei^bouring  pari(heS|  along  the  Murray  Frith,  as  well  as 
with  the  idea  of  a  foreign  invafion.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
hill  are  fome  fprings,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Kemp^  or 
Camp-wells  ;  and  a  little  farther  to  the  Wed,  on  the  oppo« 
fite  riling  ground^  is  a  field,  which  dill  bears  the  name  of 
the  Battk'fauld^ 

Language. — ^The  Duchan  diale£^  has  been  long  famous  fot 
the  want  of  that  neatnefs  of  articulation,  and  of  tliat  elegance 
of  found  qnd  accent,  by  which  the  Southern  and  more  culti- 
vated nations  have  charaflerifed  their  refpedive  languages, 
in  proportion  as  language  becomes  more  refined,  the  uncouth 
gutturahis  either  entirely  excluded,  or  very  much  foftened. 
In  the  Englifh  and  French,  and  indeed  in  all  the  Southern 
languages^  it  is  not  to  be  found.  In  German,  Dutch,  and 
Scotch,  and  the  other  northern  dialcfts  of  Europe,  it  is  con- 
ftantly  recurring,  and  feems  to  point  out  dieir  common  ori- 
gin, independent  of  etymology.  But  where  any  attention  has 
Been  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  thefe  dialefVs,  the  guttural 
^nd  harfh  foutids  of  the  g  and  ch^  have  been  almoft  entirely 
done  away,  and  either  foftened  into  the  x'efemblance  of  y,  or 
hardened  into  that  of  k.     Any  perfon  will  be  fenfible  of  this, 
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who  has  heard  the'pronounciation  of  Dutch  from  the  mouth 
of  a  well  educated  Dutchman  ;  and  ilill  more,  if  he  has  at- 
tended the  theatre  at  Drefden  or  LcipGc.  In  this  corner  we 
retain  all  the  broadnefs  of  articulation,  and,  I  ^^n  forry  to 
add,  all  the  vulgarity  of  idiom,  metaphor,  and  accent,  which 
is  to  be  met  with  in  any'piftt  cf  the  world.  And  it  is  pro- 
bable  that  we  (hall  retain  thefe  peculiarities  of  language 
longer  than  moil  places  equally  diftant  from  the  capital ;  be«^ 
caufe,  except  the  refort  of  ftrangers  to  .Peterhead,  during  the 
water-feafon,  few  vifit  us ;  and,  of  confequence,  little  of  that 
intercourfe  is  enjoyed,  by  which  language  is  fo  materially  af- 
(c£led.  If  the  degree  of  mental  cultivationnn  a  country  be 
^omraenfurable  by  the  ftate  in  which  a  language  is  found, 
(which  is  not  a  very  uncommon  rule)  then  we  muft  not 
ftate  our  pretenfions  very  high.  But  the  phraie,  mental  cul- 
tivation, is  hot  very  definite ;  and  many  minds  might  be 
pointed  out,  to  whofe  improvement  their  language  would  be 
a  very  imperfect  index.  That  feledlion  of  agreeable  ineta- 
phors,  and  tliat  polifli  of  articulation  and  accent,  which  are 
too  often  confidered  as  the  moft  efTential  ingredients  in  good 
language,  are  rather  the  efie£):  of  a  cultivated  tafte,  than  of 
a  cultivated  underltanding.  And  though  we  may  be  obliged 
to  give  up  the  former,  it  is  not  necefTary,  on  that  account,  to 
give  up  all  pretenfions  to  the  latter.  On  the  contrary,  the 
parifli  contains  a  body  of  men  very  refpeftable  for  their  know« 
ledge  and  education,  if  their  circumitances  and  purfuits  in 
life  be  properly  attended  to. 

Provincial  CharaSer. — ^The  character  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Buchan,  in  general,  feems  to  differ  confiderably  from  that  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties,  and  even  of  the  other 
diftrifts  of  the  fame  county.  They  have  not  their  livclincfs 
«f  imagination,  nor  their  warmth  of  feeling.    They  fecm  to 
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dccupy  a  phce  in  the  fc»lt  of  national  charaAer  nearer  the 
|)hiegm  of  Dutchmen,  than  the  other  inhabitants  of  Scothnd 
in  general*  The  writer  of  the  prefent  article  was  forcibly 
ftruck  with  this  obfcrvation,  when  he  fiift  fettled  in  the  pi- 
fi(h ;  and  its  tr^th  has  been  confirmed  by  a  few  years  expc- 
rkncc-  He  has  frequently  attempted  to  account  for  it.  Al- 
though political,  inititutions  have  a  greater  influence  on 
gentral  char.idcr  tiian  almoft  any  other  caufe,  yet  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  country  operates  with  an  uniform  and  tmceaf** 
ing,  and  therefore  with  a  very  powerful  cffc£l  on  the  minds 
of  its  inhabitants.  And  it  is  to  this  caufe  that  the  peculiari- 
ty of  character  above-mentioTted  may,  perhaps,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  a&ribed.  A  conftant  untforraity  in  the  appea£» 
ances  of  nature  around  us,  ^j^%  no  fcope  for  that  violent  a- 
gitation,  which  fo  frequently  takes  place  in  the  breafts  of 
Swifs  and  Scotchmen,  when  they  contemplate  tlieir  moun- 
tains, their  woods,  and  their  precipices.  Our  mental  con-* 
flitntiortj  therefore,  naturally  fettles  into  a  fpecies  of  unifor- 
mity, analogous  to  the  country  which  we  inhabit ;  and  'the 
IcFs  elevated  and  romantic  emotions,  ratfed  by  intereft  and 
.  mutual  intercourfc,  take  the  lead  in  forming  the  charafler. 
Sucli  fecms  to  be  tlie  cafe  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  com* 
er  of  Scotland.  The  confcquenccs  are,  fewer  chara£lers 
ttrry  ftrongly  marked,  and  more  difficulty  in  changing  men- 
Mf  h  .bits.  In  this  refpeft,  there  exiils  a  ftrong  fimilarity  be- 
t-w  cTi  the  char  after  of  the  boors  in  Holland,  and  that  of  the 
p  :<*iPts  in  this  part  of  Scotland.  The  latter,  however,  pof- 
r  :>  a  greater  fhare  of  general  knowledge ;  the  former  a  far 
rrtv  •:•'.  intimate  and  accurate  acquaintance  w?th  their  own  par- 
tin'Jar  department.  It  is  between  thrfe  two  claiTes  that  a 
compirifon,  with  regard  to  provincial  and  national  charac- 
ter, can  be  inilituted  with  the  greateft  propriety.     Becaufc 
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knowledge  and  extenfiv^intetcourfe  generallj  bring  the  high- 
er nnb  neariy  to  a  level  in  all  countries  \  except  in  a  few  par- 
ticttlarsj  which  are  not  very  eflential  to  chancier.  It  will  be 
readily  perceived  that  this  is  a  fubje&  perfeAly  diftin£k  front 
that  of  moral  and  refigious  chara£ter|  which  is  mentiooed  in 
iQodier  part  of  the  prefent  artidt*  / 
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NUMBER    XVIII. 


UNITED    FARISHES    or    SOUTH 
RONALDSAY  AND  BURRAY. 


(Presbyter^  of  Orkney,  Synob  an]>  Coontt  ov  Ork^ 

NBT.)^ 

By  the  Rev,  Mr  James^  Watson,  Minijler. 


Situation  and  Extent. 

DouTH  Ronaldfa;  b  a  populous  tfland  in  the  mod  foutln 
ern  extremity  of  the  county  of  Orkney,>;^ut  6  miles  long 
atid  3  miles  broad,  in  which  thetfe  are  ttro  pariihes,  called 
South  parifli  and  North  parifh  of  SoUth  Ronald&y.  It  proba- 
bly derives  its  name  from  Ronald,  a  Danifb  Count,,  and  South 
is  prefixed  to  diftinguiOi  it  from  North  Rottaldiay,  the  moil 
ziothem  ifiand  in  Orkney.  South  Ronaldfay  is  bounded  by 
the  Pentland  FirA  on  the  South  and  Weft,  by  the  German 
Oceait  on  the  Eaft,  and  by  the  Ferry  of  Water  Sound,  about  a 
mile  broad,  which  cUvides  it  from  Burray,  on  the  North, 
s. There  is  a  fmall  ifland,  about  a  mile  long^  and  half  a  mile 
broad,  called  Swinna,  lying  near  the  middle  of  the  Pentland 
Firth,  containing  21  foufs,  which  makes  a  part  of  the  South 
parifh  South  RonakUay.  It  b  feparated  from  South  Ronald- 
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ixj  by  a  branch  of  the  Pentland  Fffth,  through  which  (hSpsof 
any  burden  may  pafs.  Swinna  is  a  barren  inhofpitable  Mland, 
cipofcd  on  all  fides  to  the  utmoft'rage  of  the  Pcntland  Firth. 
What  probably  induced  any  pcrfofi  at  firft  to  dwell  in  it,  was 
the  hope  of  high  wages  from  pilotage.  Thoughi  at  new 
and  full  moon,  the  tide  runs  againft  this  Lfl;ind  at  the  rat^ 
of  nine  miles  an  hour,  yet  there  are  few  inftances  of  wrecks 
on  it :  For  the  refiftaiice  which  the  rocks  give  to  the  violence 
of  the  large  current,  produces  a  fmall  current  running  along 
its  fliore  to  each  end  of  the  ifland  :  Thus,  it  gives  to  many 
a  trembling  mariner  a  moft  agreeable  difappointmcnt.  When 
the  fttong  large  tide  carries  him  fo  near,  that  he  every  mo- 
niei^t  experts  his  bowfprit  to  (Irike  againft  the  rocks,  and  his 
veffel  to  fall  to  pieces  under  him,  he  is  delightfully  furprifed 
to  feel  a  current  coming  from  Swinna,  which  turns  him  a- 
bout  in  a  moment^  and  fafely  coiulufls  him  round  ks  terri- 
fying rocks. 

Burray  is  an  ifland  about  4  miles  long  and  one  mile  broad^ 
bounded  by  Water  Sound  on  the  South  \  Hohn  Sound,  3  miles 
broad,  which  feparates  it  from  the  parifh  of  Holm,  on  the 
North ;  and  the  German  Ocean  on  the  Eaft;  Thefe  parifhe^ 
are  a  part  of  the  presbytery  of  Kirkwall,  and  fynod  of  Ork- 
ney. Befides  the  three  inhabited  iflands  above  mentioned^ 
there  arc,  within  the  bounds  of  thefe  pari(hes,  three  uninha- 
bited  green  iflands  called  Glemlholra,  Horda,  near  Burray, 
and  Pen^Und  Skerry,  about  6  miles  South  from  South  Ron- 
aldfay,  ncar^e  middle  of  the  Eaft  end  of  the  Pentland 
Firth,  On  thefe  ifles,  each  of  which  is  about  a  mile  long, 
and  half  a  mile  broad,  Ihecp  and  cattle  arc  fed.  There  is  a 
Hght-houfc  to  be  erefted  this  year  on  the  Pcntland  Skerry,, 
which  will  ilnqueftionably  be  attended  with  manifold  advan- 
tages to  the  (hipping,  coming  to  the  Pcntland  Firth,,  through 
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wfaichj  It  U  computedy  there  pafs,  at  an  aveiaget  asoe  veflUa 
flaily.  Near  thi»  PeQtland  Skerry,  there  are  two  or  three 
other  fterries  or  rocks,  on  which  there  js  not  nounlhmeiit 
for  an  J  taqae  liviog  creature* 

Soil  and.ProdiiCf.'^Tht  arable  ground  in  diefe  ides  is  Gtuated 
;tlong  the  (hores.  The  foil  in  Swiona  is  (hallow,  composed  of 
fome  black  earth,  gravel,  and  fand.  The  foil  of  Burraj  maj, 
in  general,  be  espied  il  light  dry  fand,  mixed  in  a  few  places 
with  fome  coarfe  clay.  In  tl^  month  of  July^  the  bear  and 
pats  in  it  promife  a  rich  crop }  but  in  Augull  or  September,, 
when  the  ear  demands  z,  greater  degree  of  npari(hment,  it  is 
refufed ;  the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  the  grain  is  ill  £!• 
}ed,  fmall,  and  hungry.  But  in  no  part,  perhaps  of  the  king- 
dom, can  there  be  feen  a  richer  or  more  beautiful  crop  of 
natural  grafs  mixed  with  white  and  red  clover.  Potatoes^ 
turnips,  pc^f^s  onions,  carrots,  cabbages,  grow  on  it  to  great 
perfedion.  It  is  the  fole  property  of  Sir  Thomas  Dundas^ 
;uid  it  is  let  in  tacks  to  his  faflor,  who  has  very  much  im^ 
proved  his  breed  of  cattlci  by  raifing  a  great  abundance  of  a^ 
excellent  turnips  as  can  be  found  in  Scotland.  Glimfholoif 
and  particularly  Murray,  abounds  with  rabbits.  It  is  com- 
puted, th^t  they  produce  annually  about  aooo  ikms.  The 
foil  of  South  Roiialdfay  |6  extremely  various  in  difierent 
parts  of  the  ifland^  and  evei|  different  in  the  fame  field.  It 
i:onGfts  of  clay,  black  loams,  fand,  and  mofs.  In  fome  pla* 
ces,  die  foil  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  but  almqft  every  where 
fliallow,  la  all  the  Orkney  i^es,  the  plough  generally  touches 
^  rocky  or  gravelly  bottom.  For  want  of  inclofurers,  there 
is  no  fown  ^rafs  :*-But  large  quantities  of  ground  have,  from 
time  immemorial,  been  left  to  produce  natural  grafs,  on 
lYhich  the  horfes  and  cattle  are  tied  throughout  the  fum- 
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iner^  a  part  being  xeferved  Cor  natural  hay^  which  18  uCed  m 
winter  and  fpring* 

Prtjent  Staii  if  Jgriculture — ^In  tbefe  ifles  farming  is  id  a 
very  rude  ftate  indeed.  The  hand  pf  art  gives  little  aflift- 
tance  to  that  nature.  Almoft  every  farmer  is  a  fiOieri  and 
a  kdp  manufadurer.  The  fame  man  may  be  feen,  iu  a  Ju- 
ly morning,  carrying  earth  to  his  dunghill  \  in  the  forenoon^ 
catching  fi(h  iiil  die  fea  \  and,  in  the  afternoon,  burning  kelp 
on  the  (hore.  Some  of  the  pooreft  people  dig  their  ground 
widi  a  bit  of  iron  about  3  inches  broad,  fixed  on  the  end  of 
a  long  ftick.  Fallowing  is  not  ufed  :  there  is  no  change  of 
feed :  there  is  no  proper  rotation  of  crops.  Small  bear  or 
big,  and  black  oats,  l^ve  been  (own  alternately  on  the  fame 
field  for  feveral  hundred  years.  The  fecd-oats  never  enter 
into  a  riddle,  but  are  held  up  to  the  wind  either  in  a  man's 
hands,  or  in  a  creelj  called  a  cofie,  made  of  draw.  The 
bear  feed  is  put  through  a  riddle,  but  the  fmall  grains  are 
not  fqparated  from  it  with  any  degree  of  care*  Every  far- 
mer has  a  ridge  of  potatoes,  which  he  plants  with  ftiU^  and 
weeds  with  great  care  \  and  he  is  abundantly  repaid.  One 
half  of  his  farm  Is  fgwn  with  oats,  which  being  generally 
fuU  of  weeds,  gives  a  very  poor  return ;  the  other  half  with 
bear,  which,  being  manured  with  plenty  of  rich  farm  dung 
or  fea-weed|  yields  a  tolerable  crop.  The  plough  has  two 
ftilts,  and  is  drawn  by  four  horfes  yoked  in  pairs.  Many  of 
^  farmers  ufe  harrows  with  wooden  teeth,  which  are  drawn 
not  diagonally,  but  with  the  broad  fide  foremoft,  by  a  rope 
fixed  in  the  naiddle  of  the  harrow.  The  plough,  which  is 
fo  light  that  a  man  can  lift  it  in  his  hand  with  cafe,  turns  the 
ground  very  imperfeAly.     It  reqinres  all  the  ploughman's 

(Irfa^tb  ;o  keep  it  in  the  ground.    And  the  force  which  he 
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tiwrroMT  iflands,  waflied  on  ail  fides  by  die  German  aad  At* 
lantic  oceans,  attended  ^th  material  injury  to  boaca^  finpty 
and  the  growing  com.  The  fea»  arifing  from  its  bal^  dafliea  a* 
gatnft  the  rocks :-— the  winds  waft  its  fpray  over  the  furfaoe  of 
the  ifles  ."--and  thus  the  crop,  Bmsm  Lmhrts,  the  huibandaiaift 
fupport  and  hope  throughout  the  year,  is  blafted  in  an  hour. 
Boats  are  OTerfet,  (hips  are  wrecked^  and  the  hardy  marinen 
peri(h-' 
Wlute  are  the  decks  with  foam,  the  winds  aloud 
Howl  o*er  the  mafts»  and  fing  through  every  (hroud  $ 
Pale,  trembling,  tir'd,  the  (ailors  freeze  with  fears» 
And  inftant  death  on  every  wave  appears. 
Lands  on  a  Weft  or  South  Weft  ezpofure  are  moft  ItaUe  to 
damages  from^  this  caufe.    After  a  ftorm  of  thb  kind,  the 
ftalk  of  oats  or  bear  whitens,  confumes,  and  dies.  But  if  the 
ftorm  has  not  been  very  violent,  and  if  it  be  immediartdy  fuc**' 
ceeded  by  rain,  many  of  the  ftalks  recover  their  colour,  and 
part  of  their  former  vigour.    Even  the  natural  grais  efcapes 
not  altogether  unhurt.    There  is  lefs  froft  and  fnow,  and  a 
more  equal  temperature,  aS  to  heat  and  cold,  in  Orkney,  than 
can  be  found  perhaps  in  any  other  county  of  Scotland. 

Harbours. — ^Widewall  bay  lies  on  the  Weft  fide  of  South 
Honaldfay,  and  has  a  good  opening  to  the  Pentland  Frith 
and  to  Stromnefs.  Ships  of  500  or  600  tons  burden,  puti* 
cularly  ttiofe  from  the  Baltic,  Weftward  bound,  frequently 
ride  in  it  with  fafety.  On  the  North  end  of  the  fame  ifland, 
there  is  another  harbour,  called  St  Margaret's  Hope,  which, 
for  fmall  veflels,  is  one  of  the  fafeft  and  beft  in  the  kingdoiiK 
It  is  much  frequented  by  lobfter  fmacks,  belonging  to  Mr 
Selby  and  Co.  London,  and  to  the  Nortumberland  FtOiing  Scn> 
ciety.  For  a  confiderable  time  paft,  different  Englifli  Cowi^^ 
panics  have  .proCecuted  this  fifliery,  and,  ftrange  to  tell !  i^  is 
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(he  onry  fifhery  that  is  profecutcd  in  Orkney.  This  fifhing 
generally  begins  in  March,  and  continues  until  June  \  begins 
again  in  October,  and  continues  until  December.  Orkney- 
men  are  employed  to  catch  the  lobllcrS)  and  the  fmacks  call 
weekly  to  receive  them.  They  cannot  be  caught  in  the  day 
time.  Two  men  in  a  fmalJ  boat,  in  the  night,  may  catch 
from  50  to  900,  more  or  lefs,  each  night,  and  they  receive 
for  each  7  farthings.  This  fifhery  linqueftionably  brings  mo^ 
ny  into  the  country  *,  but  as  the  fiQiers  are  employed  in  it  a 
part  of  the  year^  and  learn,  during  the  other  part  of  it,  bab- 
bits of  idluiefs  and  extravagance,  it  is,  upon  the  wbole^  doubc^ 
ful  whether  it  be  ufeftd  or  not  to  the  country. 

Rt^  tUtks  and  Curwus  SKnfi^-^ln  South  Ronaldfay  there 
are  three  headlands  or  rocks,  prefenting^  a  bold  front  to  the 
ocean,  called  Barfick  Hc^d,  bn  the  weft  Tuie ;  Halero  Head 
and  Stores  H;-ad,  on  the  eaft  Hde^  each  about  250  feet  per». 
ptndicular  aboVe  the  level  of  the  fea.  Thete  is  a  fmall  fton^ 
treded  in  Sandwick,  another  near  Stores^  and  a  large  one 
near  the  manfe*  about  14  feet  high,  2  feet  broad,  and  6 
inches  thick*  About  thefe  ftones  cor^edure  is  filent^  and  c* 
ven  tradition  tells  not  a  lie. 

Aniiquitirl^^Th^  Roman  Catholic  Religion  had  once  a 
firm  footing  in  thefe  ifles.  In  thofe  days.  South  Ronald- 
fay  wail  the  deanery  of  Orkney,  and  its  clergyman  provoft  of 
the  cathedral.  There  arc  yet  to  be  feen  in  this  i/land  the 
ruins  of  7  old  chapels.  It  is  believed  that  fome  of  them 
^•erc  ete£ted  by  mariners,  who,  dcfpairing  of  life  in  tempefts 
at  fea,  vowed  to  build  a  church  on  their  arrival  at  the  firlt 
harbour; 

At  the  chapel  near  St  Margaret^s  Hope,  burnt  earth  and 

ftonesi  pieces  of  deer's  horns,  and  human  bones,  have  been 
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frequently  dug  tip.  There  are  alfo  fome  remains  of  Pi£Ufli 
houfcs,  and  watch-tovrerS|  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland. 
But,  in  treating  on  this  fubje£l|  the  inquifitive  mind  erery 
where  meets  with  darknefs  vifible. 

Mill, — ^There  is  plenty  of  good  fpring  well  water  in  thcfc 
parilheSi  but  not  fo  abundant  as  to  form  a  lake  or  river.  A* 
bout  5  or  6  months  yearly,  the  mills  are  fupplied  with  water 
by  rain  from  the  heavens.  There  is  one  water  mill  in  Bur- 
ray  ;  but  that  ifland  is  fo  dry  that  it  is  feldom  able  to  grind 
much  of  the  fubtenants  grain.  For  this  ^urpofe,  they  muft 
crofs  over  fea$  \  and,  to  comfort  them  m  this  labour,  they 
muft  pay  multure  at  the  mill  where  they  grind,  and  alfo  at 
their  owii,  where  they  cannot  grind.  There  att  4  water 
mills  in  South  Ronaldfay,  at  which  the  1 2th  part  of  oats, 
and  the  14th  of  bear,  are  paid:  I'he  two  wind-mills,  lately 
ere£i]ed  in  it,  grind  bear  only,  and  are  paid  with  the  i6th  part. 
Kelp  is  made  from  the  weeds  which  grow  below  die  flood 
water  mark,  of  which  there  are  4  different  fpecies,  technical 
'ly  named,  and  accurately  diftinguiflied,  by  Linnaeus.  As  the 
fea  ebbs,  thefe  weeds  are  cut  with  hooka,  carried  above  the 
flood  water  mark  on  barrows,  and,  after  being  fpread  and 
dried,  they  are  burnt  in  a  round  hole  dug  in  the  earth,  built 
about  with  ftones.  The  fubftance  extrafted  by  burning 
from  thefe  weeds,  in  its  liquid  (late,  fomewhat  relembles  tar, 
or  melted  lead.  When  cool,  it  becomes  hard  as  the  folid 
Tock.  It  is  ufed  in  the  manufa£ture  of  foap,  allum,  coarfe 
and  fine  glafs,  &c.  There  are  about  125  tons  of  kelp  made 
annually  in  "thefe  pariflies.  This  is  a  valuable  fource  of  wcaltli 
to  thefe  iflcs  ;  and  could  a  method  be  found  out»  during  the 
burning  operation,  to  preferve  the  kelp  in  a  found  ftate,  and 
at  the  fame  time  free  from  impure  mixtures  of  earth,  fand, 
and  ftones,  it  would  very  confidcrably  extend  its  ufc,  and  en- 
hance 
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iiance  its  price.   This  is.fi  gttfX  defi^ratum,  for  which  Ork- 
ney ought'to  give  a  thoufand  guineas  as  a  premium. 

Eccliftqfticai State  ofthefe  Parijhes. — Sir  Thomas  Dundas  of 
Kerfci  Baronet,  is  patron.     There  is  a  new  manfe  and  offices 
building,  by  the  authority,  and  under  the  dire£lion  of  the 
Court  of  Sefiion.     The  church  of  the  South  parifli  was  re- 
built about  5  years   ago.     The  church  of  Murray  needs 
fome  repair.    The  North  pariOi  church  walls  have  for  feve- 
rai  years  ilood  without  a  roof,  expofed  to  all  the  winds -of 
heaven.     There  ftever  was  a  parochial  fchool  in  the  charge. 
Lady  Charlotte  Dundas  has,  within  thefe  lad  feven  years, 
with  a  liberal  humanity,  exerced  herfelf  to  promote  fome  ufe- 
ful  plan  of  education.    For  this  purpofe,  (he  has  repeatedly 
fent  quantities  of  writing  paper,  and  a  variety  of  well  chofen 
books  to  the  minifter,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  poor  and 
ignorant.      William  Jamifon,  £fq;  a  native  of  South  parifli 
South  Ronaldfay,  who  went  about  34  years  ago  toHudfon*s 
Bay,  where  he  ftill  rcfidcs .  a»  a  fafVor  for  the  Company, 
wrote  laft  year  to  Andrew  Graham,  Efq;  his  friend  and  a« 
gent  in  Edinburgh,  and  alfo  to  the  minifter,  to  appropriate 
20 1.  Sterling  a  year,  as  a  falary  to  a  fchoolmafter  in  the  pa« 
ri(h  where  be  was  born.    There  are  no  dijSenters  or  feQanes 
of  any  kind  in  thefe  pariihes.     No  mifchief  is  dreaded  here, 
either  from  the  flame  of  fan^ticifm,  or  the  fire  of  fedition. 
Inftead  of  fef^aries,  eager  about  building  new  churches,  there 
is  generally  a  law  fuif,  at  the  inftance  of  the  minifter,  for  re- 
pairing or  rebuilding  the  old  ones.     The  greateft  part  of  the 
minifter's  ftipend  is  paid  in  kind,  principaUy  in  bear  and  but.* 
ter.    The  yearly  average  value  of  it  may  be  called  85  1.  Ster- 
ling. 
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PoFULATIOtf. 

Kd.  of  Ximiliei  in  Soil^  J^ntUfay^                '<«                 t  ^7^ 

r^^  Ibukindieta  •                   *                         ^  16^5 

7*—  fouU  in  Bumj                              •                          •  318 

— 'T*  fouls  in  Swiona                  «                         •  ai 

Total  nomber  in  the  charge    Z954 

Mot.  of  haptifmt  in  Sooth  Ronaldlky  for  1791        are  44 

'——*■»        '            for  i;9»        are  36 

•a"  ■      ■   .■  ■.   —  — r   ■■     -     ■  for  1793        are  41 

■ .  Marriaget  in  it                    for  1791        are  !• 

■       .    ■     — —                   for  1791        are  4 

■I       ■  ■                      '    ■                     for  1793        are  8 


In  the  South  parilh  of  South  Ronaldfay  the  No.  of  fouls  are  567 

Xnthc  Hocthpariih  ofditto                     •          *    -             .  1048 

Malet                      -                          -                          r  37* 

Females               «                               •                       -  48^ 

Children  under  8  years  of  age                  ^                  •  18S 

Valued  Reni^  Siocl,  is^c. — ^Thc  valued  rctlt  of  South  Ron* 
aldfay,  Burray,  and  Swinna  is  35 1 2  1.  Scots.  It  is  extremely 
difficult  to  ftate  with  precifion  the  real  rent»  as  it  is  paid  in 
moneyi  in  bear,  maltjr  tneal;  inbutter,  oil,  hogs,  gecfcyhens, 
and  fervices.  By  a  rough  calculation,  the  prefent  yearly  ren^ 
pf  thefe  parifties,  including  kelp,  may  be  called  1500 1.  Ster« 
Ung. 

The  Kd.  of  horfet  in  South  RoBaklfay  are  •               674 

tlo.  of  carta  in  ditto                  •  -                          %3 

Ko.  of  cows  in  ditto           1^                  «»  -                 45^ 

No.  of  (heep  in  ditto                       «  m                      746 

No.  of  hogs  in  ditto           *                      •  ^        «          ^40 

NO.  of  filhing  boats  in  ditto            •  «                         5^ 

No.of  flocks  and  feefe                         «  %                 lo 

No-  of  ankers  of/pirita  covekfumed  yearly  in  ditto  •           100 

Prices  of  Lahmfy  Provijtons^  &c.— rThe  wages  for  a  prin- 
^iptf  tnan  (brvant  for  farming,  is  yearly  from  3 1.  to  4 1.  Ster- 

or 
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ling ;  for  an  ordinary  mgn  fervant,  from  2  guineis  to  50 1 } 
for  a  boy»  from  20  s.  to  AS  s ;  for  a  female  ibrvant  for  farm- 
^'^gs  ^  guinea.  In  harveft,  a  man  fervant  12  s.  to  15  8. ;  a 
female  fervant,  for  harveft,  from  5  s.  to  7  8.  There  is  littla 
or  no  demand  for  day-labourers,  and  when  there  is,  few  09 
none  can  be  found.  Sometimes  they  are  paid  with  4d. 
fometimes  with  6d,  and  viduals  four  times  each  day. 

The  fmall  horfes,  generally  brought  to  thefe  partflies  from 
Caithnefs,  and  Strathnaver,  only  one  year  old,  are  bought  at 
from  2I.  to  5  L  Sterling}  and  they  are  begun  to  work  when 
two  years  old.  After  eight  years  of  age,  or  more,  they  are 
generally  fold  again  at  nearly  the  fame  prices  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  eountrics  from  whence  they  came.  The  price 
of  an  ox,  when  young,  that  will  weigh  about  18  (tone, 
is  from  3 1,  to  4 1.  Sterling ;  of  a  young  cow  that  will  weigh 
about  15  ftone,  from  503-  to  3  1.  Sterlings  a  wedder  58* 
or  6s;  a  lamb  2Gd*  or  as;  a  hog  from  6 8*  to  10 s;  a 
geofe  t  s.  or  I  ».  ad ;  a  hen  5d.  or  6d ;  a  dozen  of  eggs  2d» 
and  2  j ;  a  ftone  of  potatoes  3d ;  a  ftone  of  oatmeal  i  s.  4d  |^ 
of  bear  meal  i  s.  2d  ;  a  ftone  of  malt  1  s  ;  a  ftone  of  wool 
10  s*  or  1 2  s ;  a  ftone  of  butter  6  s ;  a  ftone  of  cheefe  from 
3  s.  to  4*s ;  a  pound  of  beef,  which  can  only  be  got  from 
Lambmasto  Martinmas,  at  i^. 

MifciUantouf  Remarks. — ^There  b  one  (loop  belonging  to 
Sonth  Ronaldfay,  which  each  fpring  carries  fait  beef,  pork^ 
hides,  tallow,  prn,  butter,  geefe,  value  about  (So  1.  Sterlings 
to  Leith,  the  produce  of  thefe  pariflies,  and  brings  back  mer* 
chant  goods.  During  the  fummer  (he  is  freighted  with  kelp 
to  Dundee,  Leith,  New  Caftle,  Hull,  &c. 

There  are  3  or  4  merchants  at  the  village  of  St.  Margaret^ 
Hope,  in  bouth  Ronaldfay. 

There  b  one  Robert  Cromarty,  an  excellent  weaver  of  iz^ 
\\t  cloths  and  fine  linen :  There  are  6  other  weavers  of  coarfe 

riihef 
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fittflf:  There  are  four  btackfmitbsj  and  6  or  7  cpblers.  Bat 
the  employers  of  the  former  muft  furnifii  iron  and  coal  *» 
and  of  the  latter^  hemp  and  leather.  There  are  in  thefe  pa- 
f ifbes  a  indifferenti  and  2  toler^^ly  good  inns  $  the  houfes  for 
felling  ale  and  fpirits  are  by  far  too  numerous.  There  are 
alfo  one  good  fquare  wright»  and  3  or  four  of  inferior  fldU  : 
There  are  2  fidlers,  and  one  piper^.who  profefles-  by  means 
of  bis  muGC)  to  banifli  the  rats  from  their  habitations.  Their 
is  one  notary  public,  who  has  property  in  South  RonaldCay^ 
and  occaGonaly  refides  in  it.  Corbies,  crows,  and  oftca 
eagles,  are  found  In  thefe  pariflies:  They  often  do  con* 
fiderable  damage  to  the  com,  lambs,  and  poultry.  Gulls, 
icarfs,  kitty-weaks,  rock-pidgeons,  plovers,  fnipes,  folon 
geefe,  larks,  rails,  and  ducks  of  all  kinds,  abound.  There  are 
no  hares  or  foxes  to  be  found,  and  it  is  faid  they  cannot  live 
in  Orkney.  There  is  no  inltance  remembered  of  a  dog  being 
snad  :  Muir  fowl  are  numerous  In  many  ifles  of  tliis  coun- 
try, but  for  want  of  heath,  few  or  none  can  be  found  in  thefe 
pariflies* 

Fi/bes. — Cod,  ling,  Ikate,  turbet,  haddocks,  Gllocks,  quiths 
er  cuddens,  Ipbfters,  cockles,  are  found  around  thefe  ifles  in 
fuch  abundance,  that  almoft  every  perfon  fupplies  himfelf, 
and  few  or  none  are  fold.  The  price  offered  by  the  purcha- 
fer  is  not  a  fufiicient  compenfation  for  the  labour  and  ex- 
pence  of  the  flflier.  On  account  of  the  high  duties  on  falt» 
very  few  indeed  are  cured  for  market.  Confequently  thofe 
who  do  not  fifli,  or  have  no  fliare  of  a  boat,  are  at  all  times 
jll  (uppliedy  and  in  ftovmy  weather,  even  ihofe  who  do  fi(h, 
muft  red:  fatisfied  with  the  four  fiOi*  which  are  dried  by  the 
fun  and  air,  or  by  the  fmoke  and  fire  .in  their  houfes.  In 
July  and  Augufl,  flioals  of  herrings,  numerous  as  the  fand 
ion  the  fea  fllore,  are  feen  around  thefe  pariflies  ;  but  for  want 
of  nets,  fait,  &c.  none  are  caught  or  cured  here. 

Chara^cr 
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CburaBer  and  Manners  of  the  People — ^Thcre  arc  few  ot 
no  inftances  of  any  pcrfons  being  convit^ed  of  capital  crimes^ 
bnt  petty  theft  is  very  frequent.  There  arc  no  Juftices 
of  Peace  to  panifli  this  vice ;  and  if  there  were,  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  convict  the  delinquent  j  bccaufe  there 
is  a  very  general  belief,  that  whofoever  is  concerned  in 
bringing  the  guilty  to  punifliment,  will  never  thrive. 

Within  thcfc  laft  feven  years,  the  miniftcr  has  been  twice 
interrupted  in  adminiftering  baptifm  to  a  female  child,  he^ 
fore  the  male  child,  who  was  baptized  immediately  af- 
ter. When  the  fervice  was  over,  he  was  gravely  told,  that 
he  had  done  very  wrong,  for  as  the  female  child  was  firfl: 
baptized,  (he  would,  on  her  coming  to  the  years  of  difcre^* 
crction,  moft  certainly  have  a  ftrong  beard,  and  the  boy 
would  have  none.  No  couple  chufes.  to  marry  except  with 
a  growing  moon,  and  fome  even  wifli  for  a  flowing  tide. 
The  exiftence  of  fairies  and  witches  is  ferioufly  believed  by 
fome,  who,  in  order  to  prote£k  themfclves  from  their  attacks, 
draw  imaginary  circles,  and  place  knives  in  the  Myalls  (it 
houfes.  The  worft  confcquence  of  this  ftuperftitibus  belief 
iSi  that  when  a  perfon  lofes  a  horfe  or  cow,  it  fometimes  hap- 
pens that  a  poor  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  is  blamed^ 
and  knocked  in  fome  part  of  the  head,  above  the  breath,  un- 
til the  blood  appears.  But  in  thefc  pariflies  there  are  many 
decent,  honed,  and  fenfible  people,  who  Imgh  at  fuch  abfur- 
dities,  and  treat  them  with  deferved  contempt.  The  paflion 
of  the  young  men  for  a  fea  faring  life  nothing  can  exceed,  ex- 
cept their  avcrfion  to  a  military  one.  Four  or  five  young  men 
have  this  winter  voluntarily  entered  on  board  his  Majefty^s 
navy.  Every  year  feveral  young  men  go  to  Greenland  or 
Iceland  ,fi(hing,  to  Hudfon^s  fiay,  or  on  board  fome  mer- 
chant fhip :  AH  of  them  prove  to  be  excellent  failors.    And 
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k  18  believed,  that  they  are  mor^  indnflrious  abroad  than  at 
home.  In  no  country  are  the  people  more  tenacious^  their 
old  cuftoms  than  here.  There  are  3  churches  in  the  mini- 
fter^s  chargCi  at  which  he  preaches  by  turns ;  but  few  of  the 
people  are  difpofed  to  attend  divine  worlhxp,  except  once  in 
the  three  weeks  a^  their  own  pariih  church. 

Means  hj  which  the  Situatkn  cf  the  PeopU  C9uU  be  tlnuora^ 
fid. — On  this  part  of  the  fubje£^j  the  writer  enters  with  dif- 
fidence. For  he  is  abundantly  CenfiblCi  that  it  is  much  eaGcr 
to  find  fault  with  what  isi  than  to  propofe  proper  pra&icaUe 
remedies.  Anxiousi  however^  about  the  profperity,  and  ar- 
dently wlfhing  to  promote  the  induftry  of  thefe  pariflies,  he 
begs  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  difceming 
few^  the  following  improvements  i 

iffMi  A  good  road  for  the  pod,  through  the  middle  of  the 
iflands  of  Burray  and  South  Ronaldfjy. 

2d^^  That  the  proprietors  grant  at  lead  a  nineteen  years 
leafe,  to  each  of  their  tenants,  for  a  certain  rent,  one  half  of 
which  to  be  payable  in  moneyi  the  other  half  in  kind )  the 
money  rent  to  be  paid  in  6  months  after  his  entry^  the  rent 
in  kind  in  18  months  after  his  entry,  and  lb  on  during  the 
the  leafe*  Eich  tenant  to  receive  from  his  proprietor  onp 
or  two  carts,  at  the  option  of  the  tenant,  the  value  of  which 
to  be  eftimated  by  two  perfons  mutually  chofen,  and  paid  by 
the  tenant  in  fuch  moities,  and  in  fuch  time  as  can  be  agreed 
en.    No  fervices  to  be  demanded  of  the  tenant. 

3/10,  That  the  tenants  be  encouraged  to  labour  rather  with 
oxen  than  horfes,  many  of  which  die  yearly. 

4/0,  That  there  be  two  fchools  creded  in  South  Ronald^ 
lay,  and  one  in  Burray,  for  the  education  of  youth. 
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5/^,  That  there  be  two  houfes  in  Burray,  and  three  in 
South  Ronaldfay,  and  no  more,  allowed  to  fell  fpirits  and  ale. 

6mo^  That  every  farmer  (hall  keep  his  beftial  throughout 
the  year  on  hie  own  ground. 

71R0,  That  the  proprietors  (hall  inftrufl  and  advife  their 
tenants,  frequently  to  change  their  feed-oats  and  bear,  and  to 
drefs  both  with  (kill  and  care.    . 

ZvOi  That  if  a  foaperie,  Toperie,  or  herring  fifhcry,  were 
eftablifhed  near  the  harbours  of  Widewall  Bay  and  St.  Mar- 
garet's Hope,  in  addition  to  the  improvements  above  re^ 
commended,  the  writer  would  not  defpair  of  feeing  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  parifhes,  as  induftrious  in  their  (tationsy 
and  as  comfortably  eafy  in  their  circumftances,  as  could  be 
found  in  this,  or  any  other  parift  in  the  North  of  ScotTand: 
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NUMBER  XIX. 
PARISH  or  CAMPSIE, 


(Presbttert  of  Glasgow,  Stnod  of  Glasgow  and  Atk, 

County  of  Sttirling.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  J  amis  Lapslie.  Minifter. 


SUuStion  and  Name. 


HE  parifh  of  Campfie  meafures  eight  Engtifli  miles  in 
lengthy  and  feven  in  breadth,  following  the  two  great  lines  of 
road  which  interfe£^  the  parifli  nearly  at  light  angles  ^ 
the  mean  length  is  aboat  fix  miles,  and  the  mean  breadth  fix, 
containing  36  fquare  miles ;  and  allowing  only  400  acres  te 
every  fquare  mile,  the  amount  will  be  1 4400  acres  ;  it  con* 
tains  101  plough  gates  of  land,  and  is  valued  at  6429  pounds 

Scots.  § 

It 

§  This  ptfUh,  prcTtoQs  to  th«  dl^jundion  in  the  1649,  made  a  puticnlir 
diftridfc  of  country  by  kfeif,  not  1  lit  lie  marked  by  peculiar  manners  and  cuf. 
tomi.  It  wat  bound  on  the  North,  by  a  range  of  hilli  running  parallel  to  the 
Strath  for  near  ten  milet ;  on  the  Soutb^  by  the  river  Kelrin,  whifh,  in  thefe 
day*,  formed  a  fwamp  impaflible  in  winter ;  on  the  Eafl,  the  Gurrel  Glea 
became  another  natural  barrier ;  on  the  Weft,  Craig-Maddie  Muir  and  the 
Brawzct  Burn  fcpanted  this  diArid  from  Srathblaoe  and  Baldemock. 

Canapfic 
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It  b  bounded  on  the  North,  by  the  parUh  of  Fintry ;  on 
the  Weft,  by  Srathblane  and  Baldernock  ;  oa  the  South  bf 
Calder  and  Kirkintilkxh ;  and  on  the  £a(l  by  Kilfyth  ;  fornu- 
ing  a  diftind  commtflariot  along  with  Hamilton,  ftiled  the 
commifTariot  of  Hamilton  and  Campfie, 

It  is  prefumed,  that  the  winding  appearance  of  the  ftrath 
In  general,  and  particularly  of  the  glens  near  which  the  pa* 
rilh  church  is  fituated,  has  given  rife  to  the  name  Campfiet 
or  Camfi,  which,  in  the  Celtic  language,  is^&id  ta  fignify 
crooked  Strath  or  Glen. — Of  courfe,  the  Clachao  of  Camp* 
fic,  is,  the  place  of  worfliip  of  the  crooked  glens. 

Indeed,  if  we  attend  carefully  to  the  appearance  which  this 
diftrtd  prefents  to  thofe  who  view  it  from  any  of  the  neigh- 
bouring ftations,  particularly  the  bending  of  the  hills  in  th^ 
form  of  an  amphitheatre,  above  (he  village  of  Clachan,  from, 
which  five  Areams,  pouring  down  from  five  grinding  glens^ 
S  f^  forn> 


Campfie,  in  its  erigSnal  fiate,  w«i  eleven  EngUfli  miks  kiig,  firom  Weft 
to  Eaft;  iu  breadth  varied  on  the  Weft  ms^rcb,  from  Calder  bouie  to  tht 
Sad'tieat,  it  was  at  lead  nine  J^gUlh  mifes ;  wh^ eas,  on  the  ^ad  mvch,  itp 
breadth  was  fcanirly  fix. 

It  contained  150  plongh  gates  of  land  and  was  valued  at  9670  pounds 
Soou.  It  may  be  oberved  that  Campfie  is  fituated  in  the  J>nnoi,  and  forv 
nerlj  made  the  caftem  divifion  of  that  ancient  territorial  thaoefliip,  In  Uit 
year  x649»  the  iiords  Commiffioners  for  Vahwtioo  of  Teinds,  disjoined  i^l} 
that  part  which  by  betwixt  Inch- Wood  Bum  an4  the  Garrel  Olen  on  the 
Eafi,  annexing  it  to  the  pariih  Mooniabrvgh^  qow  better  know  by  the  name 
of  K3fycb,  which  porcion  contained  30  plough  gales  of  land,  and  is  rated  ac 
&000  pounds  Scots  valntjion.  In  like  manner  they  disjoined  all  tlut  portioQ 
00  the  South  Weft,  which  is  fituated  betwixt  Balgrochaa  and  the  firawxyet 
Bum,  annexing  it  to  the  parifii  of  Baldernock,  conuining  %i  plough  gates  ^f 
Und,  and  valued  in  tiie  county  books  at  1)41  pounds  Scots.  Thefe  two  dis- 
junA  portions  will  no  doubt  be  defcrlbed  by  the  miniilen  of  the  rd^^iti 
f  srifl^ft  to  which  they  bcloag. 
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form  Uie  ^wtiter  of  Glazert,  this  etymology  oC  Omipfic  viU 
liot  appear  unnatural. 

EKternal  Appearance  and  Soil.^At  would  not  be  eafy  to  re* 
duce  the  fuperiicial  appearance  of  this  parifli  to  any  regular 
£gure  \  it  can  neither  be  faid  that  it  is  a  fquare,  a  paralklo- 
^am,  or  a  triangle  }  the  irregular  bending  of  the  hills  prevents 
the  eye  from  comprehending  it  in  one  vitw,  and  the  bounds 
ing  lines  of  the  pariih  have  never  been  accurately  meafuied : 
in  looTe  terms,  it  may  be  faid  to  coniill  of  two  hills,  witli  a 
confiderable  vnlley  or  ftrath  between  them  ;  the  South  hill 
being  the  continuation  of  the  Kilpatrick  Braes,  flopini;^  gent- 
ly down  upon  the  Glaze rt  and  Kelvin  ;  the  height  is  about 
feven  hundred  feet,  arable  to  the  top. — Between  this  South 
brae  and  the  North  hill,  (better  known  by  the  name  4Si 
Can^)Ge  Fells,)  iliere  is  a  confiderable  ftrath,  narrow  indeed 
on  the  Weft,  but  as  it  runs  Eaft,  it  widens  into  an  open 
champaign  country.  The  furface  of  the  ftrath  is  uneven,  ex- 
cepting s  few  haughs  on  the  Kelvin,  and  Glazert.— Not  that 
the  land  can  be  ftyled  rugged  or  broken  ;  for  atmoft  on  every 
tide  of  the  gentle  fwcUs,  with  which  this  ftrath  abounds,  fome 
fmall  rivulets  collect  the  waters  from  the  rifing  grounds ;  fo 
that,  even  fuppoCng  the  arable  part  of  the  parifh  to  be  in  the 
higheft  itate  of  cultivation,  the  husbandman  would  neither 
find  it  eafy  nor  expedient  to  plow  the  ridges  long  in  one  di- 
reftion. — One  meets  with  boggy,  ftannery,  croft,  and  clay 
ground^  almoft  in  every  farm. — The  haughs  which  ly  upon 
Ae  Ghzert  and  Kehrin,  are  compofed  of  carried   earth, 
brought  down  from  the  hills  in  floods ;  of  courfc,  thofe  upon 
(he  Glazert,  as  being  nearer  the  hills,  contain  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  gravel,  and  are  better  calculated  for  raifing  pota- 
tocsj  and  turnip.    The  Kelvin  haughs,  on  the  other  hahd, 
'    •    * '  being 
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htSaatg  formed  of  tlie  fleigh  which  tbe  river  depoGts  on  oreiu 
flowififr  its  banks,  mud  be  better  adapted  for  the  culture  of 
beans  and  wheat ;  and  as  the  Kelvin,  by  the  new  cut  which 
is  making,  will  foon  be  confined  within  its  proper  channel,  it 
is  to  be  preiumed,  that  the  farmers  will  then  make  the  moft  of 
the  excellent  foil  which  lyes  upon  that  river.  At  the  kirk  of 
Campiie,  there  is  a  haugh  of  near  three  hundred  acres,  ca-« 
pable  of  producing  all  foits  of  green  crops,  at  lead  equal  tq 
any  in  the  county.  ^ 

C/imate, — ^The  dimate  of  this  pariAi,  like  every  otlier  part 
in  die  Weft  of  Scotkind,  confiding  of  hill  and  dak,  is  exceed* 
ingly  variable ;  at  the  fame  time,  there  is  reafon  to  believe^ 
that  more  rain  falls  at  the  kirk  of  Campfie  than  in  any  of  the 
neighbouring  pariOies  to  the  South  and  £aft  :  Nor  is  it  to  be 
wondered  that  the  climate  (hould  be  wet,  when  the  fituation 

of 

•  Akbough  the  foil  of  this  parUh  he  to  eiceedi§gl^  vaiud^  nevcrthdeft 
that  pare  of  it  which  conuins  coal  and  Unie,  unifonnly#p|Kars  to  be  claj, 
(orming  two  belts  of  unequal  breadth ;  the  one  upon  the  North  of  the  wa« 
tcr  of  Glazert,  it  nearly  a  thoufand  yards  in  breadth,  commencing  about  a 
mile  £aft  from  the  church,  and  continuing  all  along  the  bafe  of  the  hills  to 
the  eaftem  boundary  of  the  parifii.  The  other  belt  encircles  the  South  braes, 
acd  its  breadth  is  fpmewhat  greater ;  fuch  is  the  appearance  of  the  furface 
in  the  Strath.  As  to  the  Campfie  Fells,  which  make  about  two  fifths  of  the 
whole  partib,  they  run  parallel  to  the  Strath,  from  one  end  of  the  difiri^  to 
the  other.  T^  f^cc  of  the  hill  ia  fomewhat  Jiroken  with  crajgs  and  glcos; 
the  fummit  and  back  part  it  a  deep  muir  ground,  interfperfed  with  mofs 
hags;  the  foil  on  the  face  of  the  hills  produces  a  ihort  feeding  grafs,  equal  to 
aoy  brae  ground  in  tbe  kingdom ;  while  the  muirs  are  thought  to  be  well 
calculated  for  the  rearing  of  young  black  cattle  in  the  more  marfiiy  parts, 
and  for  keeping  (locks  of  ewes  upon  the  drier  ground.  In  general,  it  may  be 
faid,  that  the  foil  in  the  Weft  end  of  the  paiKh,  and  particularly  Nor^  of  the 
Clazert,  b  moA  adapted  for  padure ;  wheieas  the  land  on  the  South  and  £aft 
Ode,  icems  fitter  for  grain- 


3i8  ^  Statijlical  Account 

of  the  place  is  confidered ;  the  Campfle  Fells  being  fituated 
betwixt  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  Qyde,  the  Tapours  which 
colleA  from  either  fea,  as  they  float  along,  are  intercept- 
ed by  the  high  ridge  of  the  mountain ;  and  being  thus  com- 
prcfied,  they  defcend  in  (liowers  upon  the  valley ;  nevertfae- 
tefS)  It  being  a  light  gravelly  bottom,  the  Stradi  being  well 
ventilated,  and  the  ftreams  of  water,  owing  to  the  great  de- 
clivity, running  off*  quickly,  the  parifli  is,  upon  the  whole, 
uncommonly  healthy.  Perhaps  the  great  plenty  of  coal,  which 
enables  the  meaneft  cottager  to  obtain  a  hearty  (ire,  along 
with  \he  uncommon  purity  of  the  fpring  water,  may  not  a 
littte  contribute  to  the  f^lubrity  of  a  climate  which  in  other 
refpeds  might  be  prejudicial  to  health  from  its  dampneis. 
Whatever  other  obfervation  one  might  be  difpofed  to  make 
on  the  weather  in  this  diftri£b,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  b 
remarkable  for  variety  ;  we  have  often  feert  fnow  in  a  morn- 
ing} rain  at  mid-day,  and  froft  in  the  evening,  and  this  alter- 
nately for  fevcral  days. — Of  courfe,  it  would  be  impoflible  to 
fay,  as  it  is  faid  it^fome  parts  of  the  ifland,  that  fuch  a  month 
is  dry»  or  lucn  a  month  is  warm ;  the  drought  of  Auguft 
we  have  often  witnefsed  in  November,  and  the  tempeftuous 
fi)owers  of  February  are  often  experienced  in  July. 

Water 

f  Old  people  pretend  to  faf  that  the  feafont  are  altered,  and  panlndarly 
tihat  they  have  become  eoldcr;  and  in  corroberatxoo  of  their  opinioii,  thej 
adduce  the  very  flattering  but  fallacious  tellimoDy  of  vrhat  they  felt  in  their 
youth,  and  how  the  corn  ripened  fooner  on  the  braes  tfaio  now  :  The  teftt* 
inony  of  an  old  man,  about  what  he  felt  in  his  youth,  when  his  blood  was 
warm,  and  his  fpirits  high,  can  by  no  means  be  confidered  as  an  voc^uivo^ 
cal  proof  of  the  ftatc  of  the  weather ;  nor  is  the  circuraftance  of  the  corns  on 
the  high  ground  ripening  fooner  than  at  prefent,  an  index  of  the  akeration 
of  the  feafons.  For  we  all  know,  that  where  the  foil  is  thin,  and  often 
ploughed,  the  fcanty  meagre  crop  wiU  be  difpoied  iboner  to  whiten,  even  if 

the 
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Water ^  Wood^iind  Mountains. — Tills  pari(h  maybe  faid  to 
be  uncommonly  well  wa^^ed:  In  the  greateft' drought,  the 
number  of  fprings  from.,  the  hills  afford  fuch  quantities  of 
water,  that  the  machinery  at  the  difFerent  print-fields  hate  a 
conftant  fupply.  There  is  properly  fpeaking  but  one  river  m 
die  pariih ;  and  even  this  one  is  on  a  fmall  fcade ;  it  is  formed 
by  three  ftreams,  uniting  below  the  kirk  of  Campfie :  it  then 
receives  the  name  of^Glazert^  which  is  faid  to  fignify  in  Gae- 
lic, tlie  water  of  the  gray,  or  green  promontory,  alluding* 
perhaps  to  the  greennefs  of  the  hills  from  whence  the  dreams 
flow.  The  Glazert,  allowing  for  all  its  windings,  runs  a- 
bout  five  Englifti  miles,  before  it  joins  the  Kelvin  oppofite  to 
Kirkintilloch.  It  runs  with  coniiderable  rapidity ;  the  fall 
from  the  kirk  of  Campfie  to  the  Goyle-bridge  being  fomewhat 

more 

tike  climAte  ihould  be  wetter  and  colder,  than  npon  well-rcllcd  rich  land.  At 
far,  howcTef ,  as  we  can  pronounce  any  thing  certain,  relative  to  the  climate, 
it  may  be  Taid  that  we  have  Tcarcely  any  permanent  froft,  till  after  Chrift- 
raai :  we  have  feldom  wind  from  the  North  and  £aft,  except  in  the  time<i£ 
a  fiorm  of  froft  and  fnow,  and  ofually  for  a  few  days  about  die  beginning  of 
May,  when  in  general  it  is  accompanied  with  an  EafUand  charr,  very  deftruc- 
tive  to  bl9flbms  of  ^rvit  trees.  Our  rain  in  general  is  from  the  South  Weft; 
and  we  Tcarcely  ever  fail  to  have  onr  I^nmas  floods,  and  our  £quint>^fciai 
fionn,the  firft  calculated  to  lodge  our  com,  before  they  are  ripe,  and  the  laft 
to  rot  them  in  the  ftuke.  Summer  1781  uas  remarkable  for  a  cold  drought, 
which  continued  feveral  weeks  withering  the  graia,  and  introducing  a  black 
fly  upon  the  corns,  which  prevented  the  grain  from  being  fo  plump  as  ufual. 
t7U  was  remarkable  for  bemg  a  backward  feafon,  fo  that  fame  of  our  comt 
were  buried  below  thv  fnow  on  the  j  1  ft  of  Odober.  Sommcr  1783  was  re> 
markable  for  a  thick  fog,  whereby  the  liin  was  fcarcely  viUble  for  three 
weeks;  we  felt  that  fummer  a  flight  fliock  of  an  earthquake.  Our  fum* 
mers,  upon  the  whole,  for  thefe  fix  years  bygone,  have  been  rather  cold ;  our 
winters,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  open  and  frefli,  as  it  is  termed.  So 
wet  have  our  fammers  been,as  almoft  to  countenance  the  fanciful  opinion  of 
old  people,  that  the  climate  was  altogether  changed.  Summer  1 794  has  bcea 
nuriubly  warm. 
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more  than  loS  -feet,  above  7o  feet  per  mile.  Befides  the 
Glazerti  there  are  tie  Icfs  than  19  fmall  bums  which  fall  into 
it  Perhaps  to  ptoplc  whohave  been  accuftomed  to  refi<l« 
chiefly  in  a  level  country,  few  fceneiswill  appear  more  truly 
pifturefque  than  that  of  the  ftreams  of  water  ruftiing  doiKm 
the  fides  of  the  Campfie  Fells  in  a  floods  while  the  top  of  the 
mountain  is  perfcftly  hid  in  the  blue  nilft.  This  ftrcam  of 
water,  though  higlily  piflurefque,  and  exceeding  ufeful,  is  ftill 
accompanied  with  fomc  inconveniences;  In  the  \ft  place, 
when  there  is  a  great  dtought,  tlic  fpring  vratcr  is  apt  to  be 
impregnated  too  much  with  mineral  water  coming  from  the 
coal-levels,  which  muft  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the  bleach* 
cr.  In  tlie  ^^place,Tlie  leaft  fliower  brings  down  fucha  quan«- 
tity  of  mofs  from  the  hills,  as  to  prove  very  troublefome  in  the 
finer  operations  of  preparing  the  cloth  :  the  raanufa£lurers, 
however,  have  contrived  in  a  great  meafure  to  remedy  both 
defeats,  by  filtrating  the  water  through  the  fine  beds  of  gra- 
vely upon  which  their  works  are  fituiated  \  tliere  is  one  acci- 
dent which  happens,  againft  the  bad  ciTetJbs  of  which  there 
is  no  guarding,  but  by  turning  off  the  water  altogether  from 
the  works ;  and  that  is,  when  the  flagnating  water  in  fome 
old  coal-wafte  breaks  out,  it  will  tinge  every  ft  one  in  the  ri- 
ver, for  miles,  and  kill  every  fifl\  which  comes  within  its 
poifonous  influence.  We  have  fccn  the  trouts,  after  fuch  an 
irruption,  floating  on  the  furfucc,  gathered  in  balkcts  fiiU,  and 
eaten  by  the  country  people,  yet  no  bad  effeft  following  from 
eating  fuch  poifoned  fiih  *.  This  diftrift  originally  muft 
have  been  much  better  wooded  than  at  prefent,  a$  is  evident 

from 

*  The  Glazert,  in  former  times,  was  a  great  depofit  for  lalmon  fpawn^ 
thereby  an  uncommon  quantity  of  fry  was  yearly  produced,  for  rccruitinpr 
the  filherics  en  the  Clyde,  the  number  of  its  fords  and  fand  banks  being  wdl 
ealcolatcd  for  fuch  a  norfcry.    It  is  faid  that  the  mifing  of  th:  Damhcad  ait 

Dartick 
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from  the  remains  of  large  trees  occ&fionally  dug  up  in  the 
fwampss  and  of  the  fcattered  co^fe-woods  In  the  glens  and 
braes.  There  are  ftiU  three  confiderable  woods  in  the  pariih  \ 
the  three  together  contain  at  leaft  one  hundred  and  ten  acr^s 
oF  ground,  and  confift  of  oak,  aller,  birch,  faugh,  and  a(h  \ 
though  tht  timber  of  thefe  woods  be  reckoned  good,  they  are 
but  of  flow  growth  \  the  woods  upon  the  banks  of  Lochlo- 
mond  arrive  at  fuller  maturity  in  18  years,  Uian  the  Camp« 
pfie  wood  in  28.  ^ 

The  different  articles  made  from  thefe  woods  are  fold  at 
the  following  prices  on  the  fpot :  Stobs  at  4s.  the  hundred, 
four  feet  long  \  kebbres  for  houfes  at  3s.  per  dozen,  if  made 
of  birch,  and  6s.  of  a(h  ;  cart-trees  at  is.  and  is.  4d.  the  pain 
A  woodman  receives  is.  2d.  for  cutting  and  making  the  hun- 
dred ftobs  \  and  peelers  of  bark,  if  men,  is.  per  day,  and  wo- 
men 8d.  Bark  fells  at  15s.  the  boll,  12  itone  weighty  and 
Vol.  Xy  Tt  the 

Dmick  mills,  apon  the  KcWin»  is  the  UAt  caufe  why  the  fifli  come  not  up  in 
(oddiQg  time  to  the  GUzerL  Perhips  there  is  feme  truth  in  (ajing  that  one 
great  reaibo  of  the  fcarcity  of  iklmon  in  the  Clydei  it  the  ^ttle  regard  paid  to 
the  yonng  fry. 

Ic  would  at  Icifk  be  an  objed  to  the  country  at  large,  and  particularly  to 
tbt  city,  tha(  greater  attention  (hould  be  paid  tp  thit  article,  fo  that  the  tri« 
buttff  ftieams  which  formerly  fupplied  the  Clyd^  wi.th  fry,  fhould  not  be 
rodered  touUy  ufeleit.  )  have  not  heard  of  a  fingle  (almon  being  feen  in 
oarriTor/or  1 8  years;  whereas,  in  former  days,  they  were  fo  plenty  in  fpawn* 
m^time,  that  it  was  cuftomary,  though  unlawful,  for  the  country  lads  to  go 
out  with  torches  made  of  the  drcliings  of  Itntt  wl  with  long  fpears  to  kill 
coofiderable  ^antities  of  thefe  foul  fi(b. 

Aldumgh  fometimes  the  water  from  the  coal>waftei  deftroys  the  troot$ 
IB  the  Glaseni  yet  as  the  ^n  and  bttr^i,  at  the  bead  of  the  patiih,  are  welt 
ftocked,  the  river  ii  quickly  rcplcoiihed. 

Our  trOut  feems  to  Ije  of  two  diftuiA  fpeci« ;  the  muhr  trout,  with  the 
bltck  back,  it  e  poor,  lank,  tnfipid  fifli ;  the  KelTin  trout  is  yellow  in  die 
ikip,  and  much  plumper  and  richer  in  the  fi(h.  There  is  only  one  loch  in  the 
pvilh,  cootaioini  about  31  acrcs^  where  there  it  a  conGderabic  quantity  of 
pcrsh. 
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the  refpe£llv5  proprietors  are  bound  by  their  leafes  t6  drive 
it  to  market*  Although  the  ftrath  of  Campfie  be  remarkable 
for  growing  barren- timberi  tliere  is  much  lefs  plantings  either 
in  belts  or  in  hedge-rowSj  than  might  have  been  ezpe£led  : 
To  fay  that  the  fpirit  for  planting  is  only  bcgmning  in  the  end 
of  the  eighteenth  century^  in  a  country  fo  calculated  by  foil 
and  (hclter  to  produce  fine  timber,  is  not  faying  much  to  the 
praife  of  our  induftry.  As  to  fruit  trees,  it  may  literally  be 
affirmed,  that  there  is  not  one  orchard  in  the  whole  p.iiifh  ; 
therefore  it  cannot  be  faid,  from  recent  experience,  whe- 
ther it  be  a  foil  adapted  for  the  prod ucl ion  of  apples  or  not. 
Confiderable  attention  of  late,  however,  hath  been  paid  by  the 
gentry  to  thci«-  kitchen  gardens  \  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
fpirit  of  gardening,  fo  long  dormant,  will  exert  itfclf  in  the 
formation  of  orchards,  and  tlie  laying  out  uf  plantations  :  In- 
deed,  in  a  country  where  grazing  is  fj  much  pra£tifed,  it  is 
rather  matter  of  fuiprife  to  tlie  proprietors  thcmfelvcs,  that 
fclf-interefl  long  ere  now  (hould  not  have  led  them  to  form 
ihelter  for  their  cattle  in  winter  •• 

Wild  ^eaftst  and  Birds* — ^There  are  two  fpecies  of  badger 
found  among  the  loofe  rocks  of  Campfte  Fells,  the  one  fome 
whatlrefembling  a  fow,  the  other  a  dog  ;  the  firft  is  more  arch- 
ed in  the  back,  and  is  not  fo  nimble  in  turning  itfelf ;  there 
has  occaGonally  been  hams  made  of  it  in  this  place.  The 
fox  too  id  a  native  of  this,  parifh ;  the  huntfman  fays,  that  the 

three 

*  At  to  fiuall  ▼egetaUepnWadUoQB,  ^ej  are  both  aceedtaglx  Dnmerout 
"wA  mied :  aooft  of  the  Scotch  phstt  common  to  gleii%  woodt,  and  rockn 
ure  to  be  foond  in  this  cUftriA«  Our  ingeaioutfiieod,  Mr  David  Ure,dcchtcft 
that  he  hath*eDJo]r«d  cnoideFriftle  plcafure  in  fearching  for  plants  in  our  fe- 
^aeftered  vale ;  and  that  his  cuiiofity  was  not  a  little  gratified.  Panicultrly 
all  the  diHereat  fpecieiof  the  liUien  ii  foiMui  here. 
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three  diiferent  kinds  peculiar  to  findiin  are  found  here :  The 
^ay-hound-fox,  with  the  long  buftiy  tail,  white  on  the  top, 
fkulks  on  the  Fells,  and  is  particularly  deilru£live  to  the  Iambs* 
The  other  two  fpecies  lurk  in  woods  and  old  wade  coal-pits  $ 
the  one  is  low  and'thick  made,  of  a  very  dark  brown ;  the 
other  very  fmall,  of  a  lively  red  and  a  black  tip  on  its  tail ; 
the  laft  are  the  moft  mifchievous  to*  our  poultry.     There 
are  like  wife  weafles,  otters,  polecats,  hedgebogis,  wild^eats  ; 
and,  of  late,  feteiial  martins  have  been  feen  among  the  rocks. 
As  to  birds  6f  prey,  there  arc  four  fpeties  of  hawks ;  one 
pair  of  the  gemil  falcon  breed  regularly  every  year,  in  the 
Graig  of  Camp(ie,'a  fpecies  much  fought  after  by  fportfmen; 
we  have  likewife  the  kiftril,  that  fpecies  which  We  pierceive 
fo  frequently  in  the  air,  fixed  in  one  place^  as^it  ifrerefan^- 
ning  with  its  wings,  and  watching  for  its  fpbft :  The  Oofs- 
hawk,  which  builds  its  neft  upon  trees  in  fequeftered  places, 
is  likewife  a  native  of  this  parifh  \  it  da(hes  through  the* 
woods  with  vail  impetuofity  after  its  prey ;  attd  the  fparrow- 
hawk  is  fo  common  in  the  upper  parts  of  the'ftrath,  that 
the  children-  of  the  villagers  amufe  themfelves  by  taming 
tKcm  ;  both  the  fluggifli  ihaftivc  buzzard,  and  tbtf  foaril^ 
glade  or  kite,  are  natives  of  this  diftrift  :  So  common  is  the 
glade  with  U5,  that  its  various  modes  of  flight  are  confidered 
as  an  almanack  for  the  weather,  and  its  note  is  a  fymbol  of 
moral  conduft  5  we  obferve,  when  it  foars  high  in  the  air,  it 
pTogriofticates  good  weather ;  and  every  boy  will  tell  you  that 
'it  is  not  for  nothing  that  the  glade  whiftles  j  alluding  to  the 
note  of  that  bird  when  it  glides  though  the  air,  watchiilg  for 
its  prey.    The  golden  eagle  ufcd  formerly  to  build  in  our 
Tocks,  though  of  late  it  has  difcontinued  the  prafticc  5  but 
vchavc  a  vifit  of  them  annually  for  fome  months  in  the  fpringj 
and  early  pari  of  the  fammer  \  they  are  commonly  known 
T  t  a  among 
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among  the  fhepherds,  by  the  name  of  the  earn,  a  Tifit  of  which 
amongft  the  flock  is  dreaded  as  much  as  that  of  the  fox.  But 
of  all  the  birds  of  pre  j  amongft  ua,  the  hen-harriersj  or  white 
aboon*glade,  as  he  is  calledi  is  the  moft  deftru^liye  to  gamc^ 
both  partridges  and  muirfowL  They  breed  on  the  gmund  a- 
mongft  ruihes  in  the  muira>  and  fly  low  along  the  furface  of 
the  earth  in  fcarch  of  prey  )  the  corbie  or  raven^  the  hooded 
or  canionorow,  rooks,  jackdaM'Sj  and  the  red  legged  crow,  are 
natives  of  this  diftrift.  There  are  about  fix  pairs  of  ravens^ 
which  breed  annually  in  tlie  rocksj  and  are  exceeding  deftruo 
tire  to  young  lambs  iti  a  bad  fpring.  I  have  (eeB»  again  and 
again^  a  raven  attack  a  lamb,  beat  with  its  wings  about  its 
head,  till  ihe  po6r  creature  itW  headlong  over  a  precipice  ; 
and  bpfore  the  (bepherd  could  climb  to  the  fpor,  the  raTen 
had  picked  out  itd  eyes*  The  red  legged  crow  is  but  fcarce 
wilh  us  i  we  feldom  me^t  with  above  a  pair  or  two  in  the 
whole  range  of  the  Campfie  Falls  ;  when  we  do  meet  with 
themi  it  is  amongft  the  jackdaws,  of  which  there  are  a  con- 
fiderable  niimfaer  which  haunt  our  rocks*  A  very  curious  fcene 
is  frequently  exhibited  in  our  hills.  If  it  (hould  happen  that 
a  fox  leaves  his  hole,  and  baflcs  hlmfelf  in  the  fun,  among  the 
rocks,  immediately  all  the  birds  of  piey  witliin  a  mile  of  him 
will  aflemble,  and  flutter,  and  fcream  over  the  fpot  where  the 
thief  is  lurking  \  eagle  and  hawk,  raven  and  kite,  and  jack- 
daw forget  their  animofities,  feemingly  combining  in  a  mu<« 
tual  league  to  difturb  the  retreat  of  reynard,  fo  that  the  huntf- 
man  coniiders  thefe  birds  as  infallible  guides  to  his  fport.  It 
may  be  obferved,  that  beafts  of  prey  are  every  day  becoming 
fcarcer.  Till  within  thefe  two  years,  we  had  a  regular 
bred  huntfman,  who  hunted  this  diftri£l  \  his  falary  was  paid 
by  the  tenants,  at  fo  much  per  plough,  which  huntfman  and 
dogs  were  kept  and  fed  by  each  tenant  in  his  tury.  The  father 

and 
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•and  fon-in-law  performed  the  office  of  public  huntfman,  from 
the  year  1715,  till  1792,  ii  period  of  fourfcore  yeats:  They 
were  faid  to  poflefs  fome  of  thelargeft  fox  houndsin  the  tlitee 
kingdoms;  they  were  flow  bnt  remarkably  ft auricL — Tlic> 
cry  of  the  hounds,  and  the  ailiiitating  blaft  of  the.buglehom, 
re-echoed  by  every  ipck  along  the  range  of  Campfie  Fells, 
vill  be  long  remembered  by  the  natives  of  this  ftrath.    _ 

NoiHr  there  are  fcarcely  as  many  beafts  of  prey  in  the  whole 
diftrifty  as  to  afibrd  amufeitient  to  the  graziers  in  an  idle  wfai-^' 
tcr  day ;  the  only  reafon  which  has  been  aiTigned,  is,  the  con« 
\*erting  df  flieep  paftare  into  grazing  for  black  cattle,  whefe- 
by  there  is  lef^  food  for  fueh  raVeoouft  animaU  *,  of  courfe^ 
the  large  fox  has  migrated  to  the  high  lands,  where  his  food- 
is  more  abundant.  In  proportion  as  the  beafts  and  bhds  of 
prey,  hare  left  this  diftrid,  the  finging  birds  have  inereaCed  \ 
fcTcral  fpecies  have  appeared  of  late,  which  were  fortnerfy 
unknown,  particularly  the  bulfinch  and  the  wood-lark.  It  is 
perhaps  at  the  Cla^han  of  Campfie,  which  is  fituated  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  copfewoods  and  retired  glens,  that  a  per- 
fon  is  enablc;d  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  a  proverbial 
eicprefllion  in  this  county,  the  fcreich  of  day  light ; — here  and 
there,  the  lark  begins  the  fong,  which  is  foon  heard  and  ac-^ 
C6mpanied  by  all  the  little  feathered  choirifters  within  reach 
tl  its  note  } — ^Thc  air  feems  to  vibrate  with  the  found.— 
As  to  ouV  migrating  birds,  the  ftatement  in  the  following 

tiUe  is  founded  on  the  obfervations  of  ten  years  t 
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Hie  Wlik  BrttfitdSwai* 

Ttit  Hucko^, 

The  WoodXoci^ 

Gray  Plowr  w  Lo^^ing^ 
WuUr  tVvg  taiif 
Si^  Ckttkir^ 


AjiaiTcs. 

from  the  7th  n»  the  8th  oJ 

May. 
27th  of  April  CO  the  td 

May. 
about  the  a6th  f>f  Oilober. 


about  the  16th  of  March, 
about  the  I'ft  of  April, 
about  the  ill  ot  May. 

about^^criftjof  Mafch 


r  September  a4th  t;n  Sep. 

tember  ftSth. 
of  becomes  filent  about  the 
end  of  June, 
abont  the  beginning  of 

Maivh. 
aboat  the  end  of  July. 
^ODcr. 


about  the  I  ft  of  (Mob 
abo^t  the  middle  of  Ao- 

«bout  ^e  tft  of  Odhibcr. 


In  fernicr  times,  paiticularly- during  a  hard  winter,  it  was 
cuflomat)^  for  Mrild  duck3>  wttdgeefe,  and  even  fwansj  to  vific 
tfacnfwasnps  of  thi$  pari(h  %  tbcle  being  now  drained^  fuch 
fowls  aic  fcarcely'  to  be  fecn*  There  ;ire  plenty  of  groufe 
In  Hiz  Cam{>Ge  muks ;  at  Uie  fame  time  partridges  htve  of 
late  become  uncdmmpnly  f^paice  ;  many  cauCei^  have  bqen  af- 
Cgned  for  the  rapid  decay  of  this  fpecics  oPgam?»  fiKh  as 
the  wet  fummer^,  and  the  pretended  increafe  of  tlic  birds  of 
prey»  which  is  not  fa£t. 

Pevhaps  it  will  be  found,  that  this  country  at  prefeiit  is  ra« 
(bet  in  an  unfavourable  ftate  for  nurfmg  patridges;  the 
broom*  and  furze,  and  briers,  being  molUy  grubbed  outj  aud 
the  land  formerly  wade,  put  under  cultivation  ;  whereas  ar- 
tiGcial  {belter  by  belts  of  planting  is  not  yet  produced  ;  while 
the  number  of  idle  boys,  belonging  to  the  public  works^  let 
loofe  upon  a  Sunday,  ftroUing  about  the  fields  with  their  tar- 
rier  dogs,  ferreting  out  the  patridge  nefts  by  the  fmell,  may  be 
an  additional  caufe  of  the  uncommon  fcarcity  of  tliis  game  in 
the  parlfh. 


Strata^  Minerals,  Lime  andCoaL — ^The  hills  of  which  in  part 
the  parifli  of  Campfie  is  compofed,  are  according  to  the  diilinc- 

tion 
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tioa  of  naturalfts,  of  two  fpecleS)  primary  ftnd  secondary  ;  in 
the  firfty  it  is  faid  that  coal  and  lime  are  never  to  be  found, 
whereas  the  fecond  abounds'  with  both. 

The  higheft  ridge  of  the  Campfie  Fells,  is  about  1500  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea,  arid  about  i  aoo  from  its  bafe ; 
where,  properly  fpeaking,  the, mountain  commencesj  the  af- 
cexit  is  very  rapid  ;  and  from  examining  the  glens,  and  gul- 
lys  formed  on  its  fides,  it  feems  to  be  cpmpofed  of  the  fol- 
lowing iirata :  At  the  bafe  of  the  hill,  immediately  after  the 
coal  is  cut  off,  you  meet  with  feveral  layers  of  camflone,  (as 
it  is  termed  with  us,)  which  is  eafy  burned  into  a  heavy  lime. 
Immediately  above  the  camftone,  you  find  at  leaft  a  dozen 
ftrata  of  ironftone,  of  different  thicknefs,  with  a  foft  Hate 
interveening  betwixt  the  layers ;  it  is  faid  by  thofe  who  have 
examined  the  ironftone,  that  it  is  of  an  excellent  quality, 
Thefe  different  feams  make  up  aoo  feet  of  the  bafe  of  the 
mountain.  Then  15  ftrata  of  muirftone  rife  above  each  o- 
ther  to  the  fummit  of  the  Fell3,  where  they  jut  out ;  in  the 
face  of  the  braes,  they  go  by  the  name  of  dafTes  or  gerrocks. 
Betwixt  thefe  ftrata  of  muirftone,  you  meet  with  various  co« 
loured  ftufi*,  fometimes  of  a  copperifh,  fometimes  of  an  iron- 
ilooe  colour ;  and  it  is  faid,  there  are  appearances  of  copper  \ 
but  the  working  of  it  has  not  as  yet  been  attempted.  Lately, 
when  forming  the  new  turnpike-road  along  the  fide  of  the 
hills,  feveral  veins  of  fpar  and  chryftal  were  found,  not  un- 
like thofe  which  accompany  lead-mines ;  and  perfons  who 
had  wrou^t  at  the  different  lead«mines  in  Scotland,  declar- 
ed, that  tlie  appearances  of  that  metal  were  both  frequent  and 
favourable :  no  attempt  as  yet  hath  been  made  to  follow  out 
thefe  appearances.  Ix;  the  whole  range  of  the  Campfie  Fells, 
there  is  only  one  place  where  the  rocks  afliiipe  a  bafaltic  ap^ 
{^arancc  \  a;id  by  thofe  who  admire  fuch  columnar  appear- 

ancesf 
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ancesi  thtfy  are  faid  to  be  very  beautiful.    Here  and  tlieie, 
there  were  dug  out,  when  forming  the  tumpike^road  cm^die 
hillsy  feveral  (Irata  of  mod  excellent  clay  marie,  both  white 
and  fpcckled  j — ^ic  has  not  as  yet  become  an  objefl  of  atten- 
tion to  the  country  people.     Beautiful  pebbles  have  been 
found  among  the  rocks,  of  which  a  gentleman  lately  procur- 
ed as  many  as,  when  poliflied,  furntlhed  a  Tet  of  elegant  but' 
tons  for  a  coat.     About  the  middle  of  the  ftrath,  you  meet 
with  excellent  quarries  of  free  ftonei  calculated  for  all  the 
p\npofes  of  the  builder  -,   but  the  minerals  of  which  we  have 
the  greateil  reafon  to  boaft,  are  ttie  ineihauftable  (earns  o(^ 
lime  and  coal,  which  merit  a  particular  defcription.     The 
cpal  and  lime  in  this  parifli  are  generally  found  in  the  fame 
field  :  The  coal,  throughout  the  whole  parifli,  pofTeffes  a  cak- 
ing quality  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  i&  very  foul  and  fulphurons^ 
]|eaving,  when  burned,  an  uncommon  quantity  of  nifty  colour- 
ed afhes,  which  make  ezcellefnt  manure  for  certain  fortsof  land. 
The  coal  on  the  North  of  the  Glazcrt,  takes  on  about  a 
inile  Eaft  from  the  Clachan  of  CampGe,  and  continues  with- 
out much  interruption  to  the  eaftern  ei^trcmity  of  thepaiiOi  i 
k  runs  parallel  to  the  Fells,  and  fcldom  exceeds  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  in  breadth  :  The  field  on  the  South  fide  of  the  river^ 
which  forms  a  belt  around  the  South  braes,  is  confiderably 
broader,  and  is  of  much  fuperior  quality  to  the  other.  The  coal 
is  found  of  different  depths  from  the  furface  ;  on  the  North 
fide,  from  fcvcn  to  fifteen  fathoms  \  on  the  South,  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  two  \  the  fcam  throughout'  the  whole  parifh| 
is,  at  an  average,  from  forty  two  inches  to  four  feet  in  thick- 
nefd,  with  two  fmall  bands,  of  an  inch  and  an  inch  and  half, 
running  through  ifc.    The  ftrata  above  the  coal  is  found  uni- 
formly in  the  following  manner  ;  After  the  foil  there  is  found 
a  fpecies  of  till,  interfperfed  with  (loncs ;  after  which  comes 
a  blaze,  as  it  is  termed,  and  which  continues  to  a  confidcrar 


ft/"  CaUpp,  Ji^ 

\i\z  depth ;  then  flate,  which,  at  a  mf diunt,  is  from  fevcn  td 
eight  feet  in  thicknefs  ;  aftct  vhlch,  there  is  unifotmly  limeiT 
ftone,  being  a  feam  of  four  h^i ;  then  a  flate,  and  then  the 
cv.!:  Such  is  the  regular  ftrata  in  Caitipfic  in  finking  fot 
coil ;  \rith  this  difference,  however,  that  the  flate  in  the  North 
tf  Glazert,  bctwtxt  the  lime  jind  coal,  is  fifteen  feet  in  thick- 
ii-rfs  i  on  the  South,  it  is  fcarccly  four  ;  below  the  co^l,  there  i 
Is  eighteen  inches  of  a  (lufF,  which  the  workmen  term  dalk  \ 
then  the  white  lime,  of  an  inferior  quality  to  the  other,  and 
•iS  yet  but  fcldom  wrought. 

The  coal  in  this  diftrift  is  full  of  irregularities,  ftiled  by 
the  workmrn  coups y  and  hitches ^  and  dykes  •  the  truth  is,  the 
CO  J  partakes  a  good  deal  of  the  irregularity  of  the  ground 
above,  which  is  very  uneven.  If  one  was  to  fpcak  in  gener- 
al  terms  of  the  whole  coal  in  the  parifh,  as  one  field,  it  might 
be  faid,  that  the  depth  was  to  the  South  Eaft,  and  the  rife 
to  the  North  Weft  •,  fuch  r.*ally  being  the  afccnt  and  declivi- 
ty of  the  lands  in  this  diftrifl  ;-*-but  as  thcte  are  a  number 
(f gentle  fwclls  in  the  ftrath,  it  will  happen,  that  according 
31  the  pir  is  put  down  on  this  ?n\t  of  the  fwellj  or  upon  the 
^t!:er  Mt:^  the  dip  and  rife  of  the  coal  will  appear  favouniblei 
or  the  contary. —  Ihc  dip  is  fonictimes  fo  fudden  as  to  bci 
one  foot  ill  thrje,  in  other  pi  ices,  only  one  in  twenty.  Bcfi- 
^»-s  thtfe  coups  and  hitches,  which  are  found  where  the  ftra- 
ti  above  and  btlow  the  coal  fuddenly  approach,  or  retreat 
from  each  other,  by  this  meaiib  couping  the  coal  out  of  its 
rf^ularbed,  there  are  complete  breaks  in  the  ftrata>  termed 
cykc«,  wliich  cut  off  the  coal  entirely  in  various  dire£lions'$ 
tritfc  dykes  are  fometimes  observed  upon  the  furface  of  the 
f2rrh,  from  which  they  fink  down  to  an  unfathomable 
dc:p'.h  i— ^Thera  arc  two  of  thcfe  dykes  in  this  diftrifl,  which 
arc  remarkable,  and  fcem  to  be  uniform  throughout :  Firft^ 
There  is  a  coup-dyke,  which  runs  from  Weft  to  Euft  j  North 
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of  this  coup-dyke,  the  coal  dips  about  fiftcrn  feet,  and  then 
•they  may  Work  about  three  hundred  yards  into  the  hill,  where 
they  fceno  to  be  (?ut  off  entirely  by  a  whinftonc  dyke  ;  <!'• 
^  there  are  two  great  barriers  which  intercept  the  ly  of  tl*c 
coal  upon  the  North  of  the  Gla/^rt ;  the  coal  on  the  SoutH 
of  the  coup-dyke,  takes  on  almoit  wltiun  fix  feet  of  the  fur- 
face,  and  is  not  above  fix  inches  thick,  with  fomtthiiig  like 
a  clay  roof*  ' 

Manner  of  Jf^oriing.^^Therc  is  rcafon  to  bclierc  that   coal 
has  been  wrough  in  this  di(lri<fl  for  feveral  centuries ;  but  the 
working  of  it  feems  to  have  been  carried  in  a  very  aukward 
irregular  manner,  taking  advantage  of  the  ly  of  the  ground : 
They    ufed  to   make  large  excavaUons  upon   the  furface, 
which  they  termed  creeping  heughs  j  from  thefe  excavations, 
they  drove  a  road  into  the  coal  heads,  and  by  this  mearrs 
brought  the  coah  to  the  hill,  dragging  them  on  their  fmall 
fledges  up  the  declivity,  which  was  not  very  great,  as  the  ex- 
cavation was  always  made  as  much  to  the  dip  fide  of  the  hill 
as  poflible  :  It  is  evident,  that  in  this  manner  they  could  on- 
ly work  the  crop  of  the  coal,  where  the  water  created  little  dif- 
qiiiet  I  a  method,  however,  highly  prejudicial  both  to  the  land- 
lord and  the  public  j  the  ticxt  ftage  of  working  was  by  (ink 
ing  perpendicuiat  pits,  (tiled  windlafs  heughs.  On  the  Nortli 
of  the  river  Glazert,  thefe  pits  were  in  depth  from  fixty  to  nine- 
ty feet ;  but  they  fo  contrived  it,  that  thefe  pits  were  placed 
near  fomc  gully  or  burn,  where,  by  running  a  level  from    jl 
certain  p:\rt  of  the  burn,  all  the  coal  round  the  pic  bottom  be- 
xame  drained  ;  and  In  the  finking  of  every  new  pit,  they  thuft 
always  do  it  with  a  retrofpeft  to  their  former  level ;  ftill»^ 
however,  the  coal  upon  the  cip'  fide  mis^ht  be  h/ing  undci* 
water  i  for  although  the  declivity  in  the  ground  favoured 

greatly 
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greatly  tlitfe  imperfeft  fhort  lcvc?s,  there  were  mnny  fields 
ot  coal  which  could  not  thus  be  drained  but  at  a  moft  enor- 
mous cxpence,  in  driving  fubtcrrancous  mines  !  In  this  ftage 
of  carrying  on  the  work,  there  were  employed  at  lea  ft  two 
men  at  the  windlafs,  putting  up  the  coals  in  (kiffies,  termed 
hutches  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  hnd  like  wife 
to  pully  up  the  water  for  a  confiderable  time  every  morning, 
before  the  workmen  had  got  the  coals  raifed  \  the  coal  bufi- 
nefs  ia  this  diftrift  was  carried  on  in  this  flovenly  manner 
during  this  century  :  The  country  was  ill  fuppHed  ;  the  land- 
lords complained  that  they  never  made  a  Ihillirig  of  their. 
'COal,  wjiile  every  perfon  was  furprifed,  that  %  diftrifl:,  poffcf- 
Ca^^  fuch  natural  advant^iges,  fliould  make  fo  little  good  ufe 
of  them.  About  two  years  ago,  coal  becoming  o^ceeding- 
ly  fcarcc,  and  the  price  rifing  fuddenly,  there  bccAme  an  ab- 
fohte  neccffity  of  woiking  It  in  a  better  ilylc ;  accordingly, 
Mr  Dunmore  of  Ballindalloch,  a  gentleman  to  whofe  ,a<Slivi- 
tf  and  patriotifm  this  part  of  Scotland  is  much  indebted,  be^ 
coT.ing  the  leflfcc  of  fcvcral  works  in  the  parifh,  he  imme- 
dbtely  creftcd  gins,  driven  by  horfcs,  for  pulling  up  the  coals ; 
which  improvement  is  anfwerin^  the  parpofe,  and  is  either 
already,  or  will  be  quickly  followed  by  the  otlicr  proprietors ; 
fo  that  now  we  have. every  prohnbility  of  this  necelTary  arti^ 
ele  of  Jife  being  wrought  in  a  liyle  far  fupcrior  and  mareex- 
pc:ditiou8  than  hitherto  experienced. 

All  the  ccalliers  in  this  pariih  now  work  with  the  pick  and 
wedge;  this,  however,  i$  only  a  late  improvemeiit  \  they  pool 
in  the  middle  of  the  fcam,  where  a  faiail  band  of  flone,  about 
an  inch  of  ihicknefs,  lye$,  called  the  pooling  band,  and  then 
flicar  do^Ti  what  is  above,  (iiled  the  roof  coal,  and  drive  up  the 
loal  coals  with  wedges ;  they  carry  on  their  drifts  orrcomseigLt 
fc^l  by  fourteen,  leaving  ft^ops  eight  U^i  by  twelve  ;  but  this 
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varies  according  as  the  coal  is  foft  or  hard  ;  every  coaltier  may 
be  faid  to  be  his  own  drawer ;  fcKlom  cr  ever  has  he  any  pcrluu 
to  aihft  him ;  they  commonly  go  to  their  work  at  four  in  the 
morning,  and  continue  until  two  in  the  afternoon  ,  formerly 
the  coals  were  put  out  by  the  dark^  conGfting  of  twenty  ci^ht 
hutohesi  for  which  dark  the  coallier  received  one  (hilling  and 
eight  pence,  and  the  proprietors  had  for  lordfliip  one  fliiiling 
and  ten  pence  \  an  aftivc  workman  could  very  eafily  put  out 
two  of  thcfe  darks  per  day,  making  three  {hillings  and  four 
pence  \  thefe  hutches  becoming  more  and  more  uncertain  as  to 
the  quantity  contained  in  them,  both  the  landlord  and  public 
being  impofed  upon,  it  became  necefHiry  to  adopt  fome  new 
regulations  rc^lative  tp  the  meafure  ;    which  has  been  done 
accordingly  \  fo  that  now  we  compute  by  loads ;  each  load 
contains  a  184  cubic  inches,  equal  to  twenty  one  Scotch  pints 
and  a  half,  water  meafure  -,  fix  of  thcfe  loads  make  an  exceeds 
ing  good  cart,  which  (hould  weigh  betwixt  twelve  and  thir- 
teen hundred  weight  \  the  price,  at  the  pit  mouth,  being^cigh* 
teen  pence  per  part,  or  threepence  per  load  ;  a  tolerable  work- 
man can  put  out  twenty  four  loads  per  day,  for  which  he  has 
three  (hillings  ;  and  the  landlord  the  other  three  fliiliings.  h\ 
order  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  coals  railed  at  tlie  different 
pits,  of  which  there  are  no  lefs  than  fixty  going  this  month  of 
December  1 793,  we  ihall  calculate  the  average  out-put  of  the 
coaliers  :  There  are,  in  all  the  diflferent  pits,  forty  fix  coalliers*, 
allowing  three  carts  and  a  half  per  day  to  each,  makes  one 
hundred  and  fixty  one  carts  per  day,  fuppofing  them  only  to 
vork  five  days  in  the  week ;  the  out-put  per  week  will  be  eight 
hundred  and  five  carts;  reckoning  die  coalliers  weeks  in  the 
year  only  to  be  fifty^  the  out-put  in  the  year  will  be  forty 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  carts ;    fuppofing  that  the 
meafurCi  at  a  medium^  does  npt  exceed  eleven  hundred  weight 

per 
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per  carti  the  output  in  the  year  will  be  22 135  tons  and  s^-half ; 
the  price  at  the  hill  is  fomewhat  better  than  2s.  6cL  per  ton ; 
the  total  value  is  2750I.  Sterling,  of  which  the  cqalliers  re- 
ceive 1375I  >  the  remaiixder  goes  for  lord(hip,  and  to  fupporf 
the  hills-men  and  giu-boys,  along  with  the  tear  ai|d  wcur  o( 
the  work. 

According  to  the  calculation  of  men  (killed  in  qoaUmines, 
thefe  2o,ooo  tons  will  at  leail  exhauii  three  acres  pf  coal  an- 
nually, a  wafte»  which,  great  as  it  may  appear,  mx  are  able 
to  fupport  for  150  years  to  come ;  but  in  reality  \vc  are  raif- 
ing  this  feafon,  at  leaft,  double  of  what  was  raifkd  former- 
ly, nay,  10  times  morjp^than  what  was  put  out  about  20  years 
ago ;  this  great  quantity  of  coal  is  ufed  in  the  folkiwing  man« 
net :  The  two  printfields  confume  annually  35c?o  tons  •,  a- 
bove  2100  tons  is  ufed  in  burning  lime;  and  tli(*  remainder 
in  fupplying  the-pariihes  of  Campfie,  Fintray,  Ealfrone,  Ki- 
laim,  Strathblane,  Baldernock,  and  partly  Kirkpitilloch  and 
Kilfyth.  It  18  doubtful  if  even  yet  the  coal  in  this  didrif): 
be  wrought  to  advantage ;  in  reality,  we  are  as  yet  but 
.working  the  crop  of  the  coal  \  it  being  abfolotely  neceflary 
that  they  (bould  either  drive  their  levels*  or  erect  tlieir  (leant 
engines  upon  the  dip  fide,  fo  that  they  might  woik  to  the 
rife.  Many  great  fields  at  this  moment  ly  buried  under  wa- 
ter, owing  to  this  defe£l  % 

It 

\  No  map  bciBg  nwde  of  th^fe  fubtcrrtoeous  works,  and  no  docrnnentt 
bciog  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  pr<»prietor«,  to  point  out  when  «nd  how  fuch  a 
field  of  toftl  v&ft  wrooght,  k  U  only  by  fome  Tague  tiaditton,  handed  down 
'Irom  one  ^neration  of  eoaUkra  to  another,  that  we  pretend  to  \vA%^  whether 
the  ^ound  be  wafted  or  not ;  fo  that  too  often  the  pit  if' put  down  upon  a 
*onbfe»  ^  w«fte,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  adTentnrer ;  which  miftake 
ittigbt  be  eafily  reAi6ed,by  each  proprietor  getimg  an  accurate  chart  made  out 
^  tbcib  liibiarmcow  vorkt,  f«  the  benefit  of  pofterity ;  befidct  many  Kvei 
*  .  might 
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It  has  been  obfcrvcd  that  limcftonc  is  always  found  m  thq 
fame  field  with  the  coal ;  it  is  in  pjencral  a  fcam  from  three 
feet  to  five  in  thicknefs,  and  is  wrought  in  the  following  man«i 
net :  They  take  off  the  earth  from  the  farfacc,  called  tirring, 
which  is  from  ic  to  30  feet ;  feldom  or  never  have  they  a% 
yet  wrou^t  tlie  lime-ftone  by  mining.  TIjc  probability  is, 
however,  fhat  they  will  foon  be  compelled  to  it ;  the  work- 
men take  tirring  at  3d.  the  fcjuare  yard ;  they  put  out  the 
lime  ftone  at  fo  much  per  chalder,  and  by  experience  they 
know  what  number  of  fquare  yards  of  broken  itxMie,  makes  a 

chalder 

Slight  be  fave|»  which  arc  tinfortanatcly  lod  bv  the  workmen  (Iriklng  through 
upon  old  wa(l( ;  a«  was  the  cafe  February  j  71^9,  when  five  coalKcrs  wcr*.  ViU 
led  in  the  Neifrk  coal-pic  of  Cnrrpfie.  I  confiJer  the  wages  of  the  coalliert, 
as  by  00  me«i)|  in  proportion  to  tht  wages  of  other  labourers  in  the  parifii ; 
the  labourer  having  only  fixteen  pcnco  per  day  :  Allowing  the  coallier  » third 
more  on  account  of  the  danger  and  difagreeable  nature  of  the  work,  vis.  two 
ftilhng^,  then  (Here  would  be  /one  third  of  the  wages,  which  he  receires  at 
prcfcnt,  faved  to  the  public 

Coal,  in  every  inland  diflri<ft  in  Scotland,  fhould  not  be  confidered  as  sn. 
article  of  commerte,  which  >he  landlord  as  a  merchant,  may  fpecvlate  upoa  ' 
ior  his  own  advanti^e  :  It  flioiUd  be  confidered  as  an  article  of  the  firft  ne- 
ccffity  :  Propiietorsof  land  (bould  recoUedl,  that  every  circumftaoce  which 
xncreafcs  population,  vltimately  benefits  their  cftates ;  wherever  water  u  plen-. 
ty  and  firing  cheap,  thefe  the  manufadurer  ^nd  labourer  will  alwap  refort, 
Campfic,  at  prcfcnt,  is  confpicuouily  blefled  with  both ;  afed  it  will  difcovcr 
tke  (oUy  of  the  landbrdsi  if  ever  ihey  permit  coait  to  become  much  dearer; 
it  is  not  the  richnefs  of  tbc  foil  which  always  brings  the  hi^eft  rent  to  th«- 
pic^rietor ;  fome  particular  local  advantage  adks  in  his  favour  ;.  and  peffaaff 
there  is  none  to  furpafs  the  advantage  of  ch«ap  focL 

A  fmall  farmer  (fuch  as  we  have  to  this  difl^id)  confiden  good  9at  meal 
and  a  good  fire  as  great  Wsurtet ;  and  while  the  tenants  poilefa  ttucfip^  they  will 
make  a  cotifiderablc  (bift  to  pay  their  dear  renti. 

It  is  with  pleafuro  that  we  take  notice  of  the  public  fpirite4iVteinpti  mad« 
^y  fcveral  gentlemen  lad  year,  to  prevent  the  coals  front  rifiiig  in  this  dsftrid  ; 
and  they  have  fully  focceeded  i  They  have  perhaps  funk  a  litUe  nyoney,  bn( 
Iheir  tenantt  and  dependants  have  reaped  the  benefit,  and  the  public  hath  pi(|^ 
^kcm  every  rtfp^4^  wkic)i  w  debated  mind  can  i»fyt. 
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ttnltl^rof  lime  ;  the  Kmc  is  burnt  ohicfly  in  fmall  kilns,  fold- 
ing from  10  to  15  chalders,  the  ftone  being  more  complete- 
ly burnt,  than  ia  thofe  of  a  larger  fize  ;  the  layers  of  ftone 
and  coal  are  made  alternately  in  the  following  proportions : 
id.  Six  inches  of  coal,  then  20  inches  of  lime-ftone,  broken 
to  the  fize  of  a  two-penny*loaf.  Two  firlots  (wheat  met- 
fure)  of  burnt  (lone  make  four  firlots  of  flacked  lime  \  of 
courfe,'  32  firlots  make  a  chalder  of  lime,  fold,  till  within 
thefe  two  years,  at  4I.  Scots,  at  the  quarry,  now,  8s*  the  rea^ 
dy  money  price ;  formerly  it  was  fold  with  at  lead  6  months 
credit.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  ftate  of  the  country  as  yet  will 
permit  this  alteration,  fmall  as  it  is  \  it  requires  6  or  7  loads 
of  coal  to  burn  the  chalder  of  lime.  There  were  employed 
this  fummer  (1793)  40  workmen  in  the  difTerent  lime  quar- 
ries in  the  parifli,  who  ralfcd  at  leaft  3000  chalders  of 
flacked  lime ;  the  Campfie  lime  is  reckoned  of  aii  exceeding 
rich  quality,  much  fought  after  by  plaifterers ;  in  common 
building,  to  every  boll  of  lime  one  boll  of  falid  is  required^ 
to  make  proper  mortar.  The  great  fafbs  relative  to  our  coal 
and  lime  work,  are  ftated  in  the  following  table  : 


No.  of  CoALLlERS         46 

Wages,  3s  per  day,  or  1375I.  pet 

annum.    ' 

---^  Carts 

42,250 

per  annum,  at  i8d.  per  c^rt. 

Tons 

22,135 

per  annum. 

Price 

i8d. 

per  cart  confiding  of  fix  loads. 

Weight 

la 

hundred  weight. 

I.mS- STONE 

3d. 

per  fquare  yard,  tirring. 

Qaldcr 

IS.  8d. 

the  putting  out. 

Price 

8s. 

per  Chalder,  when  burnt'  at  the 
kiln. 

* 

U. 

per  ditto  for  fctiing  and  felling 
lime. 

CoJ 
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Coifi.  -  3500    Tonsconfumcdbythcprintlid<ft» 

*— —  -  2100     confumcd  in  the  burning  of  lirnc. 

-^  -  ^^A^S    confumed  by  this,  and  neighbour- 

ing pariihes. 

Valijb  L,  2750    of  out*pit  this  year  1793. 

Lime  -         3 coo    Chaldrons  burned  and  fold  in  the 

year.  6  Loads  of  coal,  to  the 
burning  of  1  chalder  of  lime  : 
fo  that  every  chalc^er,  befidcs 
tirringf  cofts  the  tackfman  in 
expencc  of  putting  out,  in  fctt- 
ing»  and  in  coals,  3s.  6d.  before 
he  can  bring  it  to  market. 

Men  -  40  employed  in  working  lime. 

Siate  of  Pn^^r/y.— This  parifh  contains  one  hundred  and 
one  ploughgates  of  land,  73  of  which  are  poflefled  by  fight 
great  proprietors ;  the  other  28  ploughs  ar^  poflefled  by  37 
feuars,  or  poitioqers,  holding  charter  and  fciGn ;  the  valua-^ 
tion  of  the  whole  parifli,  being  6429I.  4900L  is  poflefled  by 
the  eight  great  proprietors,  in  the  following  proportions  : 

Valuation^ 

William  Lennox  of  WooJhood  '  •  92a 

John  Lennox  of  Antcrmony,  -  868 

Sir  John  Stirling  of  Glorat,  -      •      -  8oe 

Sir  Archibald  Edmiflon  of  Duritrcath,  -  686 

John  Macfarlane  of  Kirkton  -  537 

John  Buchanan  of  Carbcth,  -  -  403 

John  Kincaid  of  Kincaid,  -  -  417 

•    John  Stirling  of  Craigbarnct,  -         -  300 

'They  all  rcfidc  in  the  pari(h,  except  Sir  Archibald  Edmi- 
fton,  who  poffcfics  large  eftates  in  the  pariflics  of  Kilfyth, 

Strathblane, 
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fHulhblane,  Kilpatrlck)  2nd  Dumbarton  :  Mr  Buchanan  of 
Cifbethi  Mr  Stirling  of  Crai^barneti  and  Sir  John  Stirling  of 
Gbrat,  poffcfs,  each  of  tliem,  likewife  landed  property  in 
tthei  parifhes  ;  of  this  property  there  are  2263  pounds  Scoti 
earJled,  and  in  all  probability  there  will  be  more  added  by 
the  prefjsnt  proprietors.  The  (hiall  proprietors  are  feuers  pf 
tize  fjmilies  of  Montrofe,  Keet,  Glorat,  and  Bvdowie^  and 
beanae  (o  at  the  following  period :$ : 

Fcuera  of  Montrofc  1632;  fcuersofKeer  I7i4  5  feuers 
ofGlorat  1742;  feuers  of  Bardowlc  1713.  Landed  proper-' 
ty  in  this  ditlridl:  hatii  changed  its  mailers  as  feldom  as  in 
mod  parts  of  Scotland  ;  whether  this  b\?  an  advantage  to  tlic 
country,  or  not,  is  a  quell  ion  upon  which-  fpeculativc  men 
have  differed ;  but  this  at  je^d  is  certain,  Uiat  the  foUowhig 
families ;  viz.  Kincaid  of  Kincaid,  Stirling  of  Craigbarnet, 
Stirling  of  Glorat,  Lcnno::  of  Woodhead,  and  Edmifton  of 
Duntratfe,  were,  in  the  year  1470,  proprietors  of  the  fame 
lands  which  they  poflefs  at  this  day  -,  the  eflate  of  Auchin* 
rcoch  fell  by  fucceflion,  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  to 
the  Buchanans  of  Carbeth,  an  ancient  family  in  the  parifh  of 
Killcrn  :  Macfarlanc  of  Kirton,  a  cadet  of  the  family  of  Mac- 
fidanc,  became  proprietor  of  Kirton  in  the  year  46*^4  ;  th^ 
cilatc  of  Antermony  is  the  purchafe  of  Captain  Jolvi  Len- 
nox of  Antermony,  a  younger  fon  of  the  ancient  family  of 
Woodhead.  Perhaps  this  circumftance,  which  may  pleafc 
"^c  pride  of  family,  is  one  great  reafon  why  the  improvement 
of  land  is  £b  very  backward  in  this  diflrici ;  wher(?vcr  faaii- 
:e!  rcfidcd  long  upon  an  ellate  in  Scotland,  the  object  of  o-Ar 
'^cotch  ambition  was  to  pofTcfs  a  numerous  tenantry,  live  as 
hey  may.  The  laird  fought  other  means  of  bettering  his 
:'':uation,  than  by  the  flow  returns  of  agriculture  ;    whereas. 

Vol.  XV.  Xx         "  if 
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if  an  cftatc  often  changed  its  mafter,  it  became  in  reality 
an  objeft  of  commerce,  and  every  new  proprietor  made  it 
fomewhat  better  for  his  own  intcreft. 

It  is  curious  to  obfcr\'e  the  progrcffive  rife  of  the  land  rent 
in  this  parifti,  fince  the  year  1642  ;  the  rent  of  the  plough- 
gate  in  thofe  days,  was  about  one  hundred  merks,  befides 
feu  fcrviccs :  and  there  is  rcafon  to  believe,  that  the  valua- 
tion in  CromweFs  time,  in  this  di£^ri£l,  was  made  as  high  as 
thjc  land  could  really  afford  in  rent  •,  during  the  firft  yean  of 
the  Reftoration,  land  fc'ems  to  have  rifen,  (as  appears  from 
fomc  old  tacks:)  From  the  1680,  till  tlie  year  17 15,  it 
appears  that  the  ri/e  was  but  trifling ;  after  this  period  it 
Tpfe  confiderably ;  and,  in  the  year  1748)  was  about  1500). 
Sterling  ;  the  next  rife  was  in  the  year  1 763  ;  and,  confidcr- 
ing  the  value  of  the  land  in  the  natural  poffcffion  of  the  fmall 
proprietors  to  keep  pace  with  the  tenantry,  it  rofe  to  about 
3000 1.  Sterling.  The  land-rent  this  prefent  year,  is  betwixt 
feven  and  eight  thoufand  per  annum^  upon  leafes,  or  in  the 
natural  poflcflion  of  the  fmall  proprietors. 

7000 

By  this  ftatement,  it  is  evident,  that  Und  gives  fourteen 
time  J  more  rent  in  money  than  it  did  150  years  ago  \  allow- 
ing for  the  ferviccs  and  otJ)er  preftations  payed  by  the  ten- 
ants in  thofc  days,  perhaps  we  ought  not  to  reckon  fo  high- 
ly; whether  this  rife,  however,  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  gra- 
dual improvement  of  landed  property,  or  the  depreciation  of 
money,  becomes  another  queftion  \  and  perhaps  the  land- 
holders will  not  have  fo  much  reafon  to  boad  of  their  advan- 
ced rents,  if  the  enquiry  be  fairly  made ;  in  this  rental,  that 
•f  cpt<phou(e$  is  not  comprehended,  whicb  is  at  leaft  five  hun- 
dred 


Year^. 

1642 

1715 

1748 

17^3 

Valpe' 

500 

800 

1500 

3000 
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dfed  /^r  annum ;  thefe  houfes  have  incrcafed  thtit  renta  four . 
times  the  fum  of  what  they  were  in  1.7454  even  fo  late  as 
1 760,  fout  pounds  Scots  wa$  the  rent  of  a  cottage,  with  ^  fmail 
yard  annexed  to  it ;  fuch  houfes  t^nC  now  at  twenty  (IiilUngs  ^ 
buty  from  the  improvement  made  on  cot-houfes,  the  rent  of 
a  room  and  kitchen,  or  what  in  the  language  of  the  place  is 
filled  a  Iwt  and  a  ben,  gives  at  lead  two  pounds  Sterling ;  fo 
that  the  fame  clafs  of  people  pay  for  lodging  fix  times  more 
thin  they  did  thirty  years  ago ;  this  increafc  arifes  chiefly  from 
the  introdu(^ion  of  manufactures ;  now^  if  the  rent  of  the  coal . 
and  lime,  together  with  that  of  the  cot-honfes^  be  added-  to 
the  land,,  the  total  rent  of  the  jiariih  maybe  dated  Xo  be  eight 
thaufand  four  hundred  pounds  Stcrling-j^^r  annum, ... 

Prefent  State  of  Agriculture.'— \t  is  not  poClble  to  fay  ex- 
acUy  what  number  of  acres  there  are  arable,  and  what  notj 
as  there  is  no  rtiap  of  the  parifli,  nor  has  the  whole  ever  been 
accurately  mcafured  :  If  the  pariih  contains  fifteen  thoufand 
acres,  it  will  be  found  that  five  thoufand  of  thefe  are  arable  1 
of  the  other  ten  thoufand,  confiding  of  brae,  of  muir,  and  paf- 
ture  land,  three  thoufand  more  may  be  made  arable  : — 0^ 
courfe,  it  is  about  fifty  acres  of  arable  land  to  each  plough- 
There  are  ninety-fix  heads  of  families,  who  live  on  this 
property,  either  as  tenants  orfeuers^  and  whofe  employment 
is  either  grassing  or  agriculture ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
there  are  eighteen  heads  of  families  in  this  lift,  M'ho  do  not 
make  agriculture  their  chief  employment  i  pofldfing  only  a 
few  acres  of  land,  and  who  principally  employ  themfelves  as 
mafons,  or  carriers^  or  road  makers  ;  there  is  another  didinc-^ 
tion  to  be  made  of  thefe  heads  of  families,  who  employ  them- 
felves in  agriculture  5  28  of  them  arc  fcuers,  who  farm  their 
'X  X  2  ^      own 
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own  hfi*,  the  fcmaindcr  ztt  tenantry ;  feven  of  thcfc  Lft 
make  grazing  their  chief  employment. 

The  fotldwing  m  a  table  of  the  rents  paid  by  the  AStr- 
eot  graziers  arid  farmers  vA  this  diftrift,  in  1793. 

No.  I         L.600  No.  I         L  400 

I  167  I  100 

comprehending  the  feuers  who  farm  thtrir  own  land.  The 
rents  of  others  run  betwixt  twenty  ahd  fcvcnty  pounds,  ex- 
crcpting  upon  the  forfeited  eftatc  of  Bancloich,  where  fomc 
tenants  pay  as  low  as  fh-e  pound s/frtf/inw/n,  tht^ltaviag  got 
Icafes'of  three  nineteen  years  in  1748. 

The  hboar  of  thefc  hundred  plough  g:itcs  of  land  was  per- 
formed in  T793,  by  fcvcnty  ploughs,  drawn  by  22Z  horfc?, 
yoked  in  the  following  manner  : 

20      ploughs  drawn  4  horfes.  each. 

24      ditto      drawn  by      2  horfes. 

26      ditto      drawn  by      3  horfes. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  diannef  m  which  the  fire 
thoufand  aaes  of  arable  land  was  cropped  in  the  year  1793, 
viz." 

20C0  acres  in  tillage  and  fown  grafs,  of  which  were, 

200  acres  in  barley. 

ico  acres  in  potatoes. 
30  acres  in  lint. 

200  in  fown  grafs. 

1500  in  oats  ;  of  which,  we  may  dedu£l  20  for  peafe  an  J 
beans  ;.the  Remaining  3000  acres  in  ley  pafture  for  milk  cowr, 
and  young  beads. 

There  were  not  ten  acres  fallow,  irf  the  whole  parilh  ;  nei- 
ther were  there  abov^  four  acres  in  wheat  or  turnip.  Per- 
haps there  Is  no  country  in  Sc  tland  racrc  calculated  for  raif- 

ing 
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hg  tt»rnip  than  Cauopfie  \  at  the  fame  time,  I  mther  think 
they  da  not  ftand  the  winter  well  in  tha&  di(ln£l ;  I  have  faid 
20  acrea  for  peafe  and  beans,  the  wet  climate  rendering  thefe 
a  very  nnproiitable  crop  A\dth  us»  growing  all  t6  the  ftraw, 
without  any  pods :  The  produce  per  acre,  at  an  average,  is 
about  fix  bolis  ; — fmall  as  this  may  appear,  it  is  at  rcaft  one 
third  more  than  it  was  thirty  years  af^o  :  If  a  ftranger  wa» 
to  viet*r  our  eropat  Lammas,  when  growing,  or  even  in  the 
(hock,  he  would  be  apt  to  conclude  the  protluft  to  be  a  great 
deal  more  \  the  truth  is^  our  moid  climate  produces  much 
ilraw  and  liule  corn ;  I  believe,  it  may  fafely  be  aflir med, 
that  at  an  average  there  is  not  above  fifteen  peck$  of  meal 
out  of  the  bofl ;  the  barley  produces  better,  the  foil  being 
adapted  for  that  grain  5  and  it  is  faid  to  malt  remarkably 
v-elli  but  tlic  fduU  lies  more  in  the  ftyle  of  farmitig»  than  ii> 
tiK  gvound  itUlf »  ib  late  as  the  year  ^763,  the  farms  were 
poffeffed  in  run  rig*  5— there  was  fcarccly  any  inck>fing  •,  the 
moment  tliat  the  crop  was  feparated  from  the  ground,  the 
cattle  of  tlie  neighbouring  tenants  grazed  in  common,  till 
next  Wliitfunday  \  the  diiUadk.ion  betwixt  out-field  and  in- 
field, was  kept  up  whh  tlie  mod  ibrupuloi&s  exa^nefs ;  ther^ 
was  no  ryc-gfafs  and  clover  fown,  for  making  hay ;  arid  the 
bulk  of  the  farmers  ploughed  their  Innd  with  what  is  filled 
tlie  broad  plough,  the  four  horf!:;s  yoked  abreaft  :  Thcfe  pe- 
cttliadtie&  are  now  worn  out ;  at  tlie  fame  time,  farming, 
both  as  to  fcicnce  and  practice,  is  yet  but  in  its  infancy  m  ; 
tliis  purifli.  • 

Tacks 

•  It  IS  true,  that  tlic  climate  i$  not  good,  but  the  foil  is  excell^n* ;  and  a» 
the  crop*  might  be  adapted  to  the  c!in:atc,  there  arc  great  hopes  entcrtainf  d, 
tint  wc  fl)i«n  oD*"  day  cxcrl  :n  farming  :  The  following  defc«!l5  in  our  mode 
r?«n  to  be  moft  flagrant  :  l^,  Tht  land  bclnjj  fyll  of  fprings  gnfhtn^  ouf , 
*bcrevcr  aoy  change  6f  the  foi)  takes  place  in  the  farms  j— of  e^urfe,  noth- 
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Tackt  in  this  pariih  are  commonlj  let  for  nineteen  years^ 
with  a  claufe  that  the  tenant  (hall  bear  the  public  burdens^ 
which)  confidering  the  land  tax^  the  ftatutc  labour,  and  fome« 
times tlie  minifters  ftipend^  at  leaft  the  vicarage>  and  fchool-> 

matter's 


Hkg  batunderdraoiins:  can  clear  the  foil  of  Aich  a  Dmfatice ;  and  yet  nnfortii-  ' 
oately  it  is  but  little  pradifed  :  %dly,  Oiir  inclofurci  afe  little  better  than  rickls 
djkes,  built  of  (lonct,  gathered  from  the  land,  without  any  mortar;— -of 
courfe,  totally  incapable  «f  meliorating  the  foil  by  keeping  it  warm ;  which 
would  be  the  cafe,  if  the  inclofures  Were  made  with  of  quick-fet  hedges, 
and  belts  of  pbntiog,  for  which  the  pariih  u  fo  remarkably  calculated ;  thde 
dyket  give  the  parifh  a  cold  apd  uncooiforubie  look.  3^/7,  A  great  propor- 
tion of  ear  arable  bnd  is  laid  down  in  the  moft  mtferable  manner  without 
ib wn  grais,  and  impovetiihed  by  three  fucceediug  crops  of  oats;  by  this 
management,  it  is  in  a  moft  wretched  condition,  indeed,  when  broken  up  ttf 
dergo  anew  the  fiime  rotation  of  crops  of  oats.  Atbly^  Our  land,  from  being  ia 
general  a  light  foil,  and  lituated  in  a  moift  climate,  i«  much  addided  to  weeds  ; 
It  is  foul  even  to  ranknefs ; — Of  courfe,  as  the  corns  grow  much  to  fLraw^ 
the  Halk  of  corn  is  kept  conftantly  wet  at  the  root  by  the  weeds ;  it  foon  rots, 
and  the  leafl  blaft  of  wind  in  Augud,  lodges  the  coift  on  the  croft-lands  be* 
lore  they  are  ripe  ;  whereas,  if  fummer  fallowing  was  pradifcd,  there  am. 
riot  be  the  fmalleU  doubt,  but  our  crops  would  be  clean  and  much  earlier; 
yet  fummer  fallowing  is  fcarcely  ever  pradifed  in  this  pariih ;  Along  Vich 
thde  defcds,  I  mud  mention  two  other  caufes,  which  have  not  a  little  con* 
tributed  to  retard  our  progrefs  in  agriculture  :  In  the  Jirfl  place,  an  over  at* 
uchment  to  grazing;  which  hath  led  the  farmeri  to  ftudy  more  the  raiting 
of  fodder,  than  the  raifiog  of  grain ;  by  this  means,  the  early-feed  oats  have 
never  received  much  countenance  in  this  diftriA ;  but,  if  we  coniider  the 
moiflnefa  of  the  climate^  there  is  bo  parifh  which  requires  them  more;  and 
from  the  experiments  we  have  bad  of  lowing  early  oats,  upon  land  well 
cleaned  from  weeds  by  fummer  fallowiog,  there  is  every  encouragement  to 
proceed  ;^the  grain  was  fuUy  ripe  and  early  houfed.  a</(y,  I  am  not  fure 
but  the  proptit^tors  themfelvt!>  have,  in  fome  meafure,  contributed  to 
the  little  progrefs  which  agriculture  hath  made  in  this  diflrid.  From  an 
opinion  that  lacd  was  always,  upon  the  iocreafe,  it  has  not  been  thei^ 
objcA  to  grant  fuch  long  leafes,  as  to  encourage  the  faifner  to  fink  mone^ 
m  improving  the  land ;  Tho  opinion  that  has  gone  abroad  amofigil  land* 

k>rds^ 
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mafler's  falary ;  the  poor  inan*s  rent  is  conGderaWy  augmen** 
ted  by  fuch  items. — ^Thefc  things  1  don't  mention  as  griev- 
ances, for  the  tenant  fubfcribes  to  them  with  open  eyes ;  nor 
can  the  landlord  be  called  an  oppreflbr,  becaufe  he  receives 
them  J  they  are  all  preftations  of  a  fair  contraft  ;  and  of 
courfe,  if  the  proprietor  did  not  exaft  them,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  more  rent :  I  fimply  (late  th^m  as  defefts  in  our 
mode  of  hufbandry;  and  which  it  would  be  the  intercft 
both  of  landlord  and  tenant  to  have  removed — Let  the  tcn-p- 
ant  know  determinately  what  he  is  to  pay,  and  let  hiiii  have 
the  complete  ufe  of  his  time,  and  the  complete  management 
of  the  produ£l  of  his  farm.  As  to  a  regular  rotation  of  crops, 
it  is  but  little  knowh  in  this  diftri£t.  The  old  mode  of  al^ 
lowing  the  land  to  ly  ley  for  three  years,  and  then  liming  it, 
and  taking  three  crops  of  oats,  is,  indeed,  fad  wearing  out} 
but  no  tegular  fyftem  is  as  yet  introduced  in  its  (lead. 

The  rent  of  the  arable  land  per  acre,  is  ilated  in  the  fol^ 
lowing  table ; 

For 

lords,  that  the  laifing  the  rents  of  their  lands  forced  the  tenants  to  be  more 
a^ve,  might  be;  produ<&ive  of  fome  good  tffcS  ;  providing  that  indolence 
was  the  only  impediment  to  a  fli*uri{hing  ftate  of  agricuhure  in  this  parilh  : 
CompuUion  is  but  a  bad  argumcrt,  when  the  objeA  of  that  compuUioa 
has  not  firength  to  obey  :  1  could  wiih  .that  fuch  an  idea  was  exploded ;  for 
it  is  no  longer  the  intereft  of  this  country  to  confider  the  tenantry  upon  ao 
eftate,  as  part  of  that  eftate. 

In  England,  thin^ -,  leem  to  be  better  managed.  There  are  dill  feverat 
fervitudes  remaining  in  this  parilh,  annexed  to  the  leafes  of  landa^  fuch  at 
kain  hens,  and  the  driving  of  the  lairds  coals  ;  thefe  ire  indeed  bat  fmall  to 
what  took  place  about  30  years  ago  ;•  but,  even  thefe  are  fetters  upon  the  10- 
dnftry  of  the  tenants ; — of  more  hurt  to  them  than  of  benefit  to  the  landlord ; 
^nd  it  ii  to  be  hoped,  from  the  many  indances  of  an  enlightened  mind  which 
(he  prefent  proprietors  have  ihown,  that  all  fuch  cafualities  wil)  be  aboliflied 
ffq  the  firft  opportimity. 
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For  potatoes  from  4!.  to  7I.  per  acre.        A  flymg  crop. 

For  lint         •  «!itto    ditto  ditto 

For  good  arable       a  guinea  and  a  half.  on  Ie*fc. 

Ordinary  arable       il.  per  :icrc.  -         ditto 

There  is  fcarccly  any  \7in^  in  the  ftrith  of  the  parifh  Jet 
below  rl-  psr  acre.  The  brae  farm?,  and  the  pjfture  land» 
are  let  by  flump  \  it  h  impuflible  to  fay  w!iat  thv'y  rent  per 
acre. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  tike  notice,  that  limc',  though  in 
fuch  great  abundance  in  rhib  pAri(h,  was  made  but  little  ufa 
of  as  a  manure  till  very  lately  \  the  inhabitants  pretended  e- 
vcn  to  fay  that  it  fpoikd  the  ground  by  railing  weeds  :  the 
truth  is,  tlie  objcflion  lay  in  their  injudicious  management  5 
there  is  not  the  fmallcft  doubt,  where  ground  is  foul,  as  i$ 
•the  cafe  in  the  foil  and  n:oi(t  cliir^ate  of  Cr.niplie,  thut  lime 
puts  the  weeds  in  vegetation  ;  but  if  the  land  had  been  fal- 
lowed, or  even  permitted  to  Jie  long  in  ley,  till  the  ground 
was  properly  fwarded,  there  is  no  country  in  Scotland,  where 
liming  produces  a  better  effect,  than  in  this  diftrift  :  As  fome 
'  recent  experiments  have  fticwn,  we  now  lime  at  the  rate  of 
from  fix  to  eight  chalders  per  acre.  Such  being  the  ftate  of 
agriculture  in  this  parifh,  it  may  he  faid,  without  difparage* 
mentj  that  ir  is,  as  yet,  but  in  its  infancy ;  and  yet  it  is  but  do- 
ing ju.lice,  both  to  the  proprietors  and  tenants,  to  obfcrvc, 
that  tlic  improvements  are  going  en  wi  Ji  great  fpirit  and  fuc- 
cefs. 

r,raxiftg. — ^Thcre  is  confiderable  attention  paid  in  this 
dlftri^l  to  the  management  of  black  cattle,  both  for  the  pur- 
pofcs  of  ihc  d^iry,  and  like  wife  for  that  of  the  butcher.  The 
following  table  exhibits  tl;e  number  of  cattle  and  flieep  kept 
in  the  parifli  in  1793. 
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Afflpoe«r«^                •                -                 '  ^49 

Caba  and  qaejs  -  »  503 
Fat  covB  and  young  beafts  ibr  the  Falkirk  mark^  and 

diebtttflbert  -  <-  .  9^7 
WintererSa  being  moftly  grafised  next  fummer  fo^  tbc 

butcher                    -                            -  500 

Sheep,  beif^  moftlf  bicood  ewcs»                  •-  i.<Soo 

Thefe  749  milk-cows  arc  kept  by  1 77  people  ;  there  arc  ten 
principal  dairies,  wImcH  confid  of  betwixt  14  to  20  milk 
cows;  the  remainder  are  fplit  down  in  fmaU dairie^^ contain- 
ing from  4  to  I  o  cows.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay  what  milk  at  an 
average  is  given  per  day  by  the  cows  of  thic  diftrldl  \  1  fliould 
think  from  7  to  1 1  iScotch  .pints  \  below  7  they  are  not  thought 
worth  keeping  for  the  dairy :  above  1 1  they  are  confidered 
as  remarkable. 

About  60  of  diofe  perfons  who  hare  cows,  may  be  confi- 
dered as  tradefrnen.and  manufafturers ^  it  may  be  doubt- 
edy  whether  it  be  of  any  ufe  to  fuch  a  perfon  to  4ceep  a 
cow  or  not  \  fome  are  apt  to  imagine  ihat  it  is  calculated 
to  inftill  habits  of  idlcnefs  into  the  minds  of  theic  children, 
who  may  be  employed  in  herding  them  i>y  tjie  dykes-fide  : 
no  doubt,  it  will  be  confidered  as  anjeye^fore  by  the  far- 
mers, to  allow  the  chtidren  of  tradefmen  to  feed  their  cows 
on  the  road-fide,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  turnips  and  pea&  \  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  of  tbe  utmoft  in^rtance  to  the  ftate  at 
hrge,  diat  the  children  of  tradefmen  and  fedcfitary  people 
ftoiild  be  heakfay:  I  know  of  nothing  more  cakubtM  to 
piomote  that  cad  than  plenty  of  frefli  mift.  Our  mBk  cows, 
within  thefe  30  years,  have  incicafed  confiderably  in  bulk ; 
at  an  anrerage,  if  fattened,  they  would  weigh  20  (lones,  Tron 
weight.    In  general,  they  are  the  breed  of  Highland  bulb ; 
i^QCe  ihey  have  z  tendency  to  uke  on  £efii,  more  than  to 
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gire  large  quantities  of  milk ;  at  tho  fame  time  it  mvSk  be 
owned,  that  the  milk  is  remai4^abl7  rich ;  it  being  very  com* 
mon  for  ai^cow,  which  only  gives  8  Scotch  pints  per  day »  to 
produce  nearly  a  pound  of  butter  from  that  milk  per  day. 
(Campfie  has  been  long  remarkable  for  making  excellent  but- 
ter :  Till  of  late,  it  was  only  ikimm'd  milk  cheefe  which  they 
made,  of  couvfe  it  was  not  very  rich :  Now,  however,  diere 
are  feveral  dairies,  which  make  cheefe  equal  to  any  from 
Dunlop ;  and  from  the  price  which  they  receive  for  fuch 
cheefe,  they  confider  this  plan  as  more  profitable  than  to 
make  butter.  « 

There  are  about  i6eo  muirewes  kept  in  the  parx(h,  whofe 
lambs  are  fold  to  the  Glafgow  butcher  in  the  feafon,  from 
(Ss.  to  8s.  per  head ;  they  are  commonly  taken  away  by  the 
butcher  during  the  month  of  June,  and  the  firft  two  weeks 
pf  July.  Perhaps  we  have  the  beft  ftock  of  black  faced  ewes 
that  are  to  be  met  with  in  Scotland  \  they  are  completely 
muir  ewes,  and  yet  they  weigh  twelve  Tron  pounds  per  quar- 
ter^  twenty  two  ounces  and  a  half  to  the  pound  :  They  are  fo((i 
at  a  guinea  per  head  when  fat  \  the  flock  which  I  allude  to 
belpngs  to  Mr  David  Dun,  grazier,  and  they  are  p.iftttred  up- 
on the  muir-lands  of  the  cftate  of  Kirkton,  belonging  to  John 
Macfarlane,  Efq;  In  former  times,  there  were  at  lead  4000 
Iheep  in  the  parifh ;  they  were  of  two  forts  :  the  black  faced 
(heep,  with  coarfe  wool,  boyght  at  the  market  of  Kilbryde 
and  linton ;  and  the  fmall  country  (heep,  with  white  and 
yellow  facesi  and  remarkable  fine  wool.  From  what  the 
writer  of  this  account  recoUe^s,  the  country  (heep  muft'  in 
a  great  meafure  have  refembi<?d  the  Shetland  breed :— they 
were  the  common  breed  of  the  country ;  it  being  wedder- 
hogs  and  Dinmonts  alone,  which  were  bought  at  Kilbryde 
and  Linton  market.  By  fome  ftrange  fatality,  this  Southland 
breed  hath  crept  in,  though  the  creature  is  lefs  hardy  and 
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caurfer  ul'the  wool ;  at  this  moment  there  is  not  the  fmalleft 
veftige  of  our  country  breed  remaining^  all  the  ftock  ewes  in 
the  parifh  being  bFack  faced  and  coarfe  wooled  :  Two  caufes 
have  been  affij^ed  for  the  total  negleA  of  the  native  breed : 
1  ft.  Since  the  rife  of  the  fleih-meat  took  place,  it  hath  been 
the  objed  of  the  graziers  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  bulk 
of  the  carcafe  than  to  the  finenefs  of  the  wooL  sdly.  About 
the  year  1763,  a  new  mode  of  gra2ing  was  introduced  \  the 
face  of  the  hills  being  appropriated  to  the  feeding  of  blapk 
cattle,  it  was  found  that  our  native  breed  of  iheep  were  noc 
fond  of  the  courfe  grafs  in  the  muir,  conftailtly  feeking  after 
the  (hort  bite  on  the  CampGe  Fells,  it  became  abfolutdy  ne- 
ccffary,  therefore,  if  we  were  to  follow  this  fyftem  of  gra- 
zing, to  procure  fuch  a  breed  of  (heep  as  were  fitted  for  the 
muir  ground. 

At  prcfent,  the  wool  in  this  pariQi  I  believe  to  be  as  good 
as  any  wool  of  the  Tweedfmuir  breed  of  (heep ;  when  fmear- 
ed  with  tar  and  butter^  it  fells  betwixt  fix  and  feven  (hillings 
per  (lone ; — white,  as  it  is  termed,  fells  at  ten  (hillings  per 
Hone ;  we  expe£l  eight  pounds  of  clean  wa(hed  wool  out  of 
the  (tone  of  that  which  ivas  fmcared  \  and  twelve  pounds; 
from  the  white  wool.  It  is  chiedy  fold  to  the  country  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood.  The  grazing  of  black  cattle  iipon 
brae  ground,  is  perhaps  as  well  underftood  in  this  parish, "as 
in  mod  places  of  Scotland  ;  above  900  are  fed  anndalfy  in 
this  diftri£l^  cither  for  the  butcher,  or  the  Falkirk  market  ^ 
perhaps  300  of  thefe  maybe  wintered  $  the  remainder  bought 
in  at  the  Whitfunday  markets. 

The  winterers  graze  in  the  open  fields^  during  tlic  whole 

winter  feafon,  and  art  fed  once  or  twice  «  day  with  coarfe 

hay,  made  of  fprats  and  grafs, — gathered  in  autumn  afnongft 

the  cows  feet  in  their  pafture ;  the  graziers  com;moniy  begin 
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ta  fodder,  a&  they  term  iiTt  about  Ckriftmafst  ((t  \ik  CHiiUei^ 
ed  as  SI  fcvere  wintctf  Mrten  thef  ate  forced  toi  Uegin  bfloge 
Chriftni^ )  and  conhnue  till  about  the  beguiling  of  ApiiJ» 
when  the  cattfe  refuse  it*    Thece  are  few  catok  graved  with 
us  but  (%hlai)4eT$,  and  wo  prefer  thofe  from  Argykfliires 
and  the  tfles :  North  country  cattle  are  veje^d,  as  ihcy  arc 
confidered'  by  the  graaiers  a$  (bur  afiddiftcult  to  feed  :  gsaz* 
ing  of  Highland  cattle  i^oa  brae^ground  in  this  dHlrt£l,owes 
much  of  tlic  pcrfe£kioa  to  which  il  has  been  brought,  to  Mr 
David  Dun^  a  native  of  this  parifli.^-^He  has  %ent  the  better 
of  his  hie  in  the  pcofeiiEk>n  of  a  Qiepberd,  grazier,  and  bceed- 
et  of  cattle  v  and  his  countrymen  acknowledge,  with  pkafore, 
the  obUgs^tons  they  are  under  to  him  for  his  (kiJl  aud  atten«>  ' 
tion  in  theic  particulars— H^  has^  with  (bme  pioprietys  been 
ftyled  the  Scotch  Bakewell  *,  for  fevcral  years,  he  gave  1400 1. 
pir  annum  for  gra£s«lands,  and  at  that  time  did  not  fo.  nuich 
as  grow  a  cabbage  plant  \  at  pvefenr^  he  pays  about  800  \.fer 
annum  on  curteut  leafcs ;  he  has  been  known,  again  and  2h 
gun,  to  feB  cattle  of  the  Highland  breed,  of  his  own  rearing, 
at  twehre  and  fourteen  pounds  Sterling  per  head,  to  the  but* 
chets  \ — ^he  ha&  facought  his  breed  of  muir  ewes  to  {iich  per- 
feftion,  as  often  to  fell  his  tup4>ogs  at  a  guinea  per  hca4,^  to 
the  Highland  (hepherda  for  bvood  rams:**- Ho  haa  fold  forty 
or  fifty  at  tlu»  rate»  in  a  feafon.  Befides  the  utKommon  flcill, 
which,  fcora  long  expe^iice,  he  mud  hate  acquired  in  the 
judging  of  cattle  and  (beep  -,  there  arc  certain  uniform  pria- 
ciples  which  he  goes  upon  in  grazing,  whith  may  be  prc^r 
to  mention  :  In  the  ifi  place,  nerer  to  dock  his  land  fo  hea- 
vily as  his  neighbours,  or  even  perhaps  as  tj\e  land  could  bear ; 
by  this  means,  his  cattle  have  always  the  choice  of  grafs*  and 
He  is  enabkd  to  gather  enough  amongft  their  feet  to  fod-r 
der  them  in  winter.    The  cattle  by  this  means  are  fuUy  fed, 
which  gives  him  the  option  of  merchants.    2(//j^,  By  having 
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itKtms  of  di&rent  complexions,  he  has  it  in  }sis  power  to  fort 
his  csttle  in  fuch  a  nianneFj  as  to  fuit  each  farm'. — ^He  has  it 
in  his  power  to  vary  their  food,  and  to  change  them  from 
farm  to  farm^  asi  he  perceives  them  healthy,  taking  on  flefli» 
or  the  contrary.     3^/y,  In  the  manner  of  buying  his  cattle 
from  the  Highland  dealers,  he  is  very  particular :    he  muft 
have  the  worft'and  oMoft,  draughted  again  and  apin  from  • 
the  drove,  before  he  will  purchafe  it ;  by  this  means,  he  ac- 
quires none  but  h^altliy  cattle  *,  perhaps  they  may  coft  him  a 
£ev  fliiUings  more  per  head,  bnt  it  is  foon  repaid.-*-Sqarce]y 
ever  any  of  his  cattle  die  ;  and  they  are  fo  evenly,  that  it  i» 
hardly  in  the  power  of  the  butcher  to  challenge  a  bad  beaft  j 
by  this  management,  his  profits  arc  uniform  over  the  whole 
])ead;  whcceas,  when  cattle  are  (hotj  as  it  is  termed,  the  pro- 
fns  are  greately  diminithed.  $ 

We  are  not  to  imagine  that  the  profits  of  graziers  in  o«f 
brae  lands  are  very  great ;  when  the  cattle  are  bought  in  af 
Martinmas,  and  kept  for'  one  year  in  the  pafture,  two 
guineas  per  head  is  expefted  as  grafs-mail  5  when  bought  at 
die  Whitfunday  market  and  kept  tilt  Martinmas,  one  guinea 
is  C35peftcd  per  head ;  when  thcfe  profits  are  deficient,  it  1$ 
comGdercd  as  a  bad  year  by.tlie  grazier ;  and  when  they  ex- 
ceed, it  is  confidercd  as  good  times.  * 

Rf>adt. 

$  Ttui  gentleman  hath  been  unfortunately  killed  by  accident,  finca  writ- 
ing this  account.  It  happened  on  \X\e  27th  of  May  1794,  as  he  was  attending 
on  fliccp  (hearing: — Leading  a  fliecp  acroft  a  wooden  bridge,  the  rail  of  the 
bridge  gave  way ;  and  he  was  thrown  into  the  river ;  falling  upon  aftone,he 
was  killed  on  the  fpot. 

*  Notwithftanding  the  dldrid  of  Campfic  (eems  to  be  fo  well  adapted  for 
the  grazing  of  cattle,  perhaps  there  are  fomc  defeds  attending  their  plan, 
which  it  maybe  proper  to  mention  :  ifl^  It  feemi  to  be  the  mi&fortune  of  the 
Scotch  in  general,  and  particularly  of  the  people  of  this  difttid,  that  when 
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Roads, — Great  attention  and  flcSl  have  been  fliowA  in  ihtJ 
article ;  the  parifh  is  interfered  by  two  great  roads,  the  €me 
a  turnpike,  leading  from  the  military  road  at  Kippin  to  Glas- 
gow, ttie  other  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  joining  the  great  Edtnbm^ 

/  — .« 
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tbc7  obfietTe  tbcir  neighbours  thriTwg  in  any  piofefiiofl,  they  imaiediaidy 
run  into  it,  without  coniidering  whether  they  have  indnftry  ot  talents  to  fgc- 
cecd ;  fuch  has,  of  late,  been  too  much  the  cafe  in  the  gracing  line ;   lb  chat 
now,  the  utmoft  induftry  and  talents  can  fcarcely  enable  them  to  h*Te.    The 
country  banks  afforded  abundance  of  cftdit  to  every  adventurer ;    from  fuch 
a    coinpetitioo   amongft  thelc  wHtU^h^mun^   the  grafr'firou  axe  to» 
high  rented ;  the  cattle  arc  dear  bought  from  their  rearers ;   and  the  icfiile 
has  been,  that  notwithftanding  the  cry  of  (he  goodnefs  of  the  times,  very  lit* 
tie  profit  has  been  made  by  the  people  embaiked  in  this  profeflion ;  for  thcfe 
ten  years  pall,  many  bankrupcies  have  taken  place  among  that  dafs  of  men; 
It  indulges  the  adventurous  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  therefore  will  atwayt  be 
a  favourite  profcffion,  let  the  profiu  be  what  they  will,    li/y.  The  nge  lor 
Highland  cattle  is  too  great,  more  fo  than  thefe  cattle  deferve ;  it  is  true, 
where  ground  is  high  and  much  ezpofed,  fuch  cattle  is  more  adapted  for  the 
pafture,  than  the  cattle  which  the  loW  country  produces ;   bat   perhaps   it 
would  be  the  intereft  of  the  grasier,  to  torn  all  our  brae  ground  in  Iheep  paf- 
ture,  and  the  grounds  of  the  valley  into  grais  farms,  for  lowbad   cattle^ 
where,  if  once  winter  food  were  produced,  and  the  land  either  proteded  by 
planting,  or  fhades  built  where  they  might  be  fed  with  turnip  in  the  open 
air ;  the  profpeds  Of  greater  profits  upon  the  fattening  of  beaibs  would  be 
procured,  than  by  the  imperfeA  mode  of  buying  either  winterenat  the  Dowq 
maribets,  or  kan  cattle  at  Belting,  and  felling  them  at  Martinmas.     j^Pf, 
There  is  another  defe&  which  attends  the  prefent-fyilem  of  grazing  in  chia 
country,  and. which  tends  to  render  the  beef  of  Highland  cattle  too  dear  to 
the  confumer ;  there  being  no  lefs  than  three  different  clafTcs  of  people  who 
muft  have  their  profits  within  the  year  :    There  is  the  drover,  who  colIciSs 
thefe  cattle  in  fmall  parceU  from  the  rearer,  and  fells  them  at  lain,  at  an  ad- 
vanced price  to  the  graxiers ;  the  graaicr,  again,  very  often  fells  bis  cattle  to 
the  lOMfer^  who  runs  them  at  fairs  to  th^  confumer,  and  fomctimes'  exa(fls  a 
profit  almoll  equal  to  that  of  the  graaicr  :  In  fhort,  there  is  too  much  of  the 
fpirit  of  adventure  in  this  profcfllun,  whereby  both  the  grazier  and  cot^m- 
ez  arc  lofers« 
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foid  at  Auckidreach  houfe  on  the  £aft»  and  tke  tumpBce 
toad  by  Strathblane  to  Glafgow,  on  the  the  Weft }  befides 
diefis  two  great  linest  the  turnpike  ro^  from  Edinburgh  to 
Gh%ow  hy  Faikirk,  paiTcs  through  Cacnpfie  for  two  miles; 
and  there  are  two  crofs  bi^anches  which  ftrike  off  to  Kirkin- 
tilloch ;  fo  that  there  are  in  alLao  Engiifli  miles  of-  road  in 
this  diftri^i  lo  of  which  are  kept  up  by  the  converted  fta- 
tiite  labour :  It  will  be  eafily  believed  that  there  are  few  dif- 
trifts  more  complicably  intcrfe£ked,  and,  it  may  be  added» 
fewer  ftili  where  the  roads  are  better  kept  in  order.  The 
roads  in  this  diftri£l,  before  the.  a£l:  for  converting  the  ftatute 
labour  took  place,  were  miferable  indeed  ;  for  although  the 
labour  of  loi  plough-gates,  according  to  the  mode  of  three 
days  of  a  .man  and  horfe  in  fpring,  ^nd  as  much  in  autumn 
for  each  plough,  might  appear  adequate  to  the  purpofe  ;  ftill, 
from  the  awkward  and  carelefs  manner  in  which  chey 
wrought,  the  roads  were  hardly  paflable  in  winter ;  at  the 
fame  timCj  I  am  convinced  that  this  was  as  much  dwing  to 
the  want  of  (kill  in  the  overfeers  as  to  the  want  of  deiterity 
in  the  labourers*  As  to  ai)y  pofitive  advantage  gained  to  the 
public,  from  the  converfton  a£t,  12s.  per  annum  is  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  labour  of  fix  days  of  a  man  and  a  horfe. 
The  fura  levied  in  this  parifh  varied  exceedingly  of  late  years, 
owing  to  the  increafe  of  inhabiunts  \  every  cotter  or  houfe- 
bolder  paying  as.  per  annum,  it  hath  amounted  to  .70I.  per 
annuni,  50  of  which  is  paid  by  the  farmers  and  landholders^ 
and  the  other  20I.  by  the  cottars.  Till  within  thefe  3  years, 
this  fum  was  expanded  in  making  and  repairing,  and  keep- 
ing up  1 8  out  of  the  20  miles  of  road  the  pari(h  contains : 
Now,  by  one  great  line  of  road  being  made  a  turnpike,  the 
^hole  money  will  be  expended  in  future,  in  improving  and 
keeping  up  10  miles,  and  in  making  fuch  crofs-cuts  to  the 

great 
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rgreat  braachfcsi  as  the  farther  improvement  of  die  diftri6fe 
ftall  fuggeft ;  one  6f  which  improvetnencs  is  evident  to  iIk 
mdft  cardefs  obferver;  vix.-  in  ciitting  a  line:of  raad  fwc/sn 
Campfxe  ktrk  to  the  Crow  road^  the  diftance  is  not  much 
ipore  .than  600  yards,  and  ^et  to  the  .-people  who  travel  to 
Stirling  itom  this  part  of  the  county,  it  muft  Ihortea  the 
Toadfuiiy  3  miles. 

GonTidering  that  the  roads  were  made  upon  no  detevmin* 
ied  plan,  but  fometimes  siltering  and  jnetiding  the  old  lines, 

•  ss  circuoiflances  occurred,  it  is  vrondtziful,^tIial:  in  a  dtftridl 
when:  the  ground  is  fo  uneven,  ^nd  particularly  when  it  15 
confidered  that  one  of  the  roads  crofles  part  of  a  mountain 
800  feet'high,  that  there  fhould  be  fofew  puiis  in  it  %  jeldom 
OTt^r 'is  (he  rife  more  fudden  than  that  of  one  foot  in  lo||. 

Upon 

'f  At  fometimcs  it  haUi  been  |tf-op«rcd  to  cany  a  turnpike  road  froln 
Kilfyth  to  the  military  joad  near  Bachanan  houfc,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of 
MontroCe,  through  the  flrathi  of  Caxnpfie,  Strathblaijc,  and  KiUeam;  and  if  a 
bridge  was  thrown  over  the  Leven,  at  the  boat  oT  'Ballach  / there  tannot  be 

'the  fmdleft  doabt,  that  the^reat  line  of  travailing -from  the' Weft  ^Highland! 
tbCdiflbiivgfa,  moft  be' through  the  valley  of  Csmpfff,  it  bsfaig  much  xmxKx 
than 'either  by  Glafgotr  or  Stirling  :  (fince  writing  thia  ftccoQat,&  biU  haa 
pafled,  qualifying  the  heritors  of  Stirliogfiiire  to  carry  this  Eaft  and  Weft  di- 
redioh  through  the  valley  of  FIntray,  to  the  North  of  Campfie  hills,  and 
throogh  the  valley  on  the  river  Blane.    It  may  "not  'be  hnproper  to  ob&rve 

"hire,  that  the  people  who  grumble  tn6h  in  paying  money  iiiftsad  of  the  fUtvte 
kbour,  are  the  cottart  and  tradefinen  ;  and  yet  they  vc'the  gneateft  gttiaen  : 
They  don*t  recoiled,  that  wherever  good  roads  cziil,  raw  materials  are  eafily 
imported,  and  manufaAared  articles  have  ready' accefs  to  the  market :  fuch 
local  advantages,  along  with  the  drcumftance  of  cheap  fuel,  have  been  the 
grrit  reafons  of  encouraging  mannftidnrers  to  fettle  amongft  -as  :  the  truth 
b,  thcpuMie,  or  the  truftetea  for  the  public,  ttiky  he  (aid  to-lsave  nuuic  a 
h^A  bargain  when  they  agreed  (as  tlie  aS  of  Parliament  ezpraflea)  -to 
receive  two  ihiUing;»  isom  a  cottar  in  lieu  of  four  days  labour,  althongh 
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tTpon  the  different  lines  of  roads,  there  are  no  lefs  than 
19  ftone  bridges,  4  of  which  are  a-crofs  the  Kelvin.  It  may 
be  ohferved,  that  there  arc  fcveral  old  caufeways  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  on  the  line  of  road  leading  to  the  parifli  church,  which, 
tradition  fays,  were  made  by  offenders  in  ancient  times,  by 
way  of  penance  \  particularly  the  caufeways  made  by  the  fc- 
ven  brothers  of  the  name  of  McDonald ;  thcfc  (hew  the  ftile 
in  which  roads  were  formed  in  thofc  carljr  days  ;  as  far  as 
can  be  perceived,  they  confiftcd  of  one  large  whinftonc  in 
the  middle,  with  fmaller  ones  on  each  fide  in  rows,  the 
breadth  of  the  road  being  about  fix  feet.  There  is  one  radi- 
cal defeii  attending  the  roads  of  this  diftrifk ;  the  foil  being 
gravelly,  when  a  fuddcn  thaw  comes  after  a  fevere  froft  in 
winter,  the  ground  becomes  fo  fpungy,  as  to  be  almoft  im- 
paffable,  which  can  only  be  rcftified  by  making  a  layer  of 
beat  whinftone  below  the  water  gravel,  a  prafticc  feldom 
followed.  The  follovring  table  exhibits  the  ftate  of  out 
roads,  and  the  prices  levied  at  the  toll-bar  : 


WiXzi 

u        I. 

s. 

d'. 

Total  Hne  of  road 

• 

20 

Turnpike  road 

10 

Country  road 

- 

10 

Money  levied  pet  annum  in 

the 

paliOi 

i 

70 

0 

0 

From  the  ploughgatca 

- 

50 

0 

0 

From  the  cottars 

- 

10 

0 

0 

Price  of  cattle  at  the  toil-bat 

. 

0 

0 

0 

Horfe  and  cart 

« 

0 

0 

2. 

Single  horfe 

- 

- 

0 

0 

I 

The  fcore  of  cdwa,  {heep»  lambc 

1,  &c. 

-    •  p 

0 

5 

Vol.  XV. 

Z 

z 

2danufa3urersi 

^c  aft  etptdlci»'tfaat  all  thofe  ncciTing  public  charity  0Un  be  exempted; 
perhtpa  it  might  be  an  improvement,  if  women  snd  men,  after  a  ceruin  Mgti 
flMoldbe  eicnfed  from  paying  paripi  burdens;  it  would  picafc  them,  and  the 
r^bfic  would  not  be  great  ]ofcr»  by  fuch  mxtigatioii* 
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MatiufaHures. — At  prefcnt  the  leading  feature  of  this  pa-» 
Tifli  18  its  raanufadlurcs :  Two  xtry  cxtenfivc  printfields 
have  been  crefted  within  tlicfe  nine  years ;  the  one  in  the 
l';^8;,  ^t  the  French  mills,  (liled  the  Kincaid  printfield,  the 
firm,  Henderfbn,  Semple  and  Company,  upon  a  farm  which 
they  have  rented  from  the  laird  of  Kincaid,  at  three  pound 
per  acrt :  They  have  conftru£led  not  only  the  mod  elegant 
machinery  for  the  calico  printfield  ;  but  have  likewife  com- 
pleted a  fet  of  works  for  the  manufa£kuring  all  forts  of  grain ; 
the  fall  at  this  printfield  is  22  feet ;  the  grounds  are  laid 
out  with  great  tade  \  and  in  order  to  obtain  foft  pure  water, 
they  have  dug  a  refervoir  of  1 20  yards  in  length,  and  feven- 
ty  in  breadth,  with  a  fmall  iiland  in  the  middle,  planted 
with  (hrubSi^ 

The  other  was  eref^ed  in  the  year  1 786,  containing  a  farm 
annexed  to  it  of  about  thirty  acres  \  likewife  at  three  pound 
per  acre,  where  works  uncommonly  commodious  have  been 
ere£);cd  :  The  firm  of  thi(>  fecond,  is  lindfay,  Smith  and 
Company  ;  both  fields  arc  upon  a  leafe  of  99  years. 

Berth  ihefe  works  have  been  carried  on  with  fpiric,  and,  it 
is  believed,  with  confiderablc  fiiccefs.  T^o  circumftances 
induced  the  manufafturers  to  fettle  in  this  parifh  j  viz.  plen- 
ty of  pit- coal,  aitd  the  uncommon  fupply  of  water  in  all  fea* 
fons;  perhaps  the  circumftanccs  of  being  fitiiated  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood jof  Glafgow,  and  of  the  Canal,  might  not  a  little 
contribute  to  fix  their  choice.  T\jf:TZ  are  about  306  perfons, 
young  and  old,  employed  at  each  field ;  each  employs  37 
tables  for  block  printing,  and  1 7  copperplate  prefiea ;  they 
in  general  bleach  their  own-  cloth  for  printing. 

At  the  Lennox  mill  print-field,  there  is  another  field  hid  out 
for  bleaching* lawns,  which  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  will 
fuccc«d  perfeAly  well.     The  work  people  at  theWefler 

fieW, 
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f:cl(l,  are  commodioufly  lodged  at  the  new  village  of  I^enox- 
town ;  and  at  the  Kincaid,  orEaftei  Field,  fevcral  of  the  print- 
ers have  feucd  (leadings  on  the  grounds ;  fo  that  there  is  eve-p 
ry  probability  of  a  neat  village  bt:ing  built,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  its  fervants ;  At  firft,  (33  was  to  be  expefled  in 
all  ncwr  works,)  the  operative  people  were  a  little  turbulent ; 
and  conGdcring  that  they  were  a  colleftion  from  all  the  dif- 
ferent corners  of  the  country,  enjoyinjj  high  wages,  and  car- 
ried away  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  times,  their  turbulen^s 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  that  is  now  all  over  ;  and 
there  arc  fcarce  any  works  in  the  country,  where  the  people 
behave  more  circumfpe£lly  towards  their  cmployersj  and  are 
more  regular  in  their  deportment. 

Thefe  public  works  employ  e$ich  of  them  two  Excife  ofc 
(icers;  and  they  pay  of  revenue  to  Government  about  four 
thoufand  pounds  each  per  annum, 

It  may  he  proper  to  notice,  that  although*  the  wages  of  ca^ 
itco  printers  feem  to  be  the  higheft  of  any  in  the  country ; 
no'doubt,  when  the  long  apprenticefhip  is  confidered,  along 
with  the  unwholefome  nature  of  the  work,  the  wages  per- 
haps (hottldbe  greater  than  of  mod  other  operative  people  \ 
at  the  fame  time,  wh^n  it  is  confidered,  that  die  higheft  wa« 
gcs  do  not  always  make  the  wealtliieft  tradefmun ;  perhaps, 
if  fbme  method  could  be  fallen  upon  to  reduce  the  prices, 
both  the  tradefman  and  the  public  would  be  gainers. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  prefent  (ituation  of  one 
&eld,  as  far  as  is  known  to  the  public.  There  being  nearly 
(befvne  workmen  at  both,  the  fame  table  may  apply  to  each. 
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DXilCflA-VlOKC 

Waou  ri&  wstc 

Kock  Prifiten    .  . 

3« 

fron 

its.  to  2IS.  per  wedi. 

CoppopUtes  ditto  . 

ai 

from 

17s.  to  a  IS.  ditto. 

Pcocillcrs       .    .    . 

i6o 

48,  to  68.      ditto. 

Tearing  Boys  .  .    . 

34 

IS.               ditto. 

Bleachers      .... 

IC 

8s.               ditto. 

I6 

from 

18s.t022s.dkto. 

Mila-WrtgUu  .  .    . 

a 

iss.             ditto. 

Labourers        .  •    . 

6 

7s.              ditto. 

Furnace  Men  .  .    . 

8 

7  s.              ditto. 

Excife  Officers    •    '. 

3 

50I.                    per  annum. 

Revenue  to  Oovemment,  Scool.  per  aonum. 

It  may  be  obfcrred,  that  as  tlic  grcatcft  number  of  block 
printers  at  each  field  are  apprentices,  fo,  of  courfe,  their  wa- 
ges are  fmall  in  proportion  :  Their  mafters  are  only  bound, 
by  their  indent ures,  to  allow  them  3  s.  per  week,  for  tke  fird 
four  years,  and  4s.  per  week,  the  laft  three  years  \  but,  owin;^ 
to  the  briiknefe  of  trade  for  fome  years  by  gone,  it  was  cuf- 
tomary  to  allow  the  apprentices  to  work  for  as  much  as  they 
could  make,  giving  them  the  half  of  the  journeymau  s  prices ; 
at  prefent,  the  wages  of  the  calico  printers  in  this  dlftri£l  are 
fomewhat  fallen,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  tunwovcrs  (as 
they  are  termed,)  from  thofe  fields  which  liaye  ftopped  pay- 
ment. Whether  this  depreiEon  of  their  wages  ihali  contiiiue  or 
not,  the  ebbs  and  tows  of  the  trade  muft  determine.  Thefe 
two  printfields  pay  annually  about  nine  thoufand  pounds  Ster- 
ling in  wages.  This  parifh  may  now  be  faid  to  poflefs  a 
fpirit  for  carrying  on  nianufa£iures  of  diflerent  forts ;  there 
being  no  lefs  than  \o^  operative  weavers  in  it ;  9  of  which 
^re  employed  by  private  families ;  the  remainder  weave  to  the 
^nufadures  in  Glafgow^  aad»  as  far  as  can  be  well  afcer- 

tained| 
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taiiiedy  earn»  at  an  average,  from  twenty  pence  to  two  (hil- 
lings per  day.  f 

Papulation, 

f  It  vriil  not  be  improper,  to  take  notice  of  a  (pecies  of  nunufadure  which 
hat  exifted  in  tbii  pariih  for  fome  a^es  :  We  know  that  it  was  nianafadur. 
ed,  to  a  confiderable  extent,  as  early  as  cfac  reign  of  James  the  6th,  which 
goa  by  the  vamt  of  the  Campfic  gnjr ;  and  was  then  conftdered  as  the  iH-> 
pie  of  the  country.    It  may  be  proper  to  defaibo  it :  It  was  fpv*  about  tht 
fcrift  of  nine  cuts  Mit  of  the  pound  of  wool,. each  cut  coofiiUog  oi  fixty  threads, 
fix  qaoTters  long ;  it  was  dyed  a  blue  colour  in  the  wool,  and  wove  for  a  pen« 
Dy  £arthjng  the  ef!,  in  a  ten  porter  or  two  hundred  reed ;  they  fddom  made 
it  broadfr  than  half  an  ell  and  a  nail  of  drcfled  doth ;   and  tht7  Ibid  the 
doable  ell  from  haif  a  crown  to  three  ihiUiogs  ;  fb  that  the  weaver  had  for  the 
ilngle  yard  little  more  than  fifteen  pence  :  It  was  fpun  by  the  women  in 
private  families  during  the  fummcr ;  it  being  cullonuiry  for  each  family  cq 
have  two  of  thcib  webbs,  one  of  which  was  got  drefled  againft  Martinffia*, 
and  (old  CO  pay  the  mefter's  rent ;  the  odier  againft  New-ycars-day ;  the  pro* 
fita  of  wdiich  went  to  fixpply  the  demauda  of  the  family.      The  fairs  of  Kil- 
fyth  were  the  great  markets  for  the  difpo£»l  of  thefis  gray  webs ;  the  fervant 
lads  ufed  to  coUcdt  from  all  the  neighbouring  pariflis,  in  order  to  fupply  them* 
fclves  with  fuits  of  Campiie  Gray ;  which  they  would  eafily  do,  at  the  mo- 
derate czpence  of  nine  pounds  Scots;  and  perhaps,  f^w  countries  ever  ftipply- 
ad  a  more  cheap,  dccmf,  and  profitable  cloathiog  for  working  people.— ft 
WW  all  if  no,  as  it  is  tevmed,  upon  the  mfkkU  wheel ;  and  a  woman  ufed  to  earn 
three  pence  per  day  befidcs  her  viduab :  It  would  be  improper  to  pafc  over 
the  breaking  of  the  gray  web,  a  fcene  of  joy  and  gaiety,  which  will  not 
foon  be  forgot  in  thi*  part  of  the  country  :     If  a  private  family  was  to  have 
their  wool  prepared  for  fpinning,  a  number  of  country  UtiTcs  were  invited  in 
order  to  card  it;  they  generally  aflembled  iA  the  bam;  daring  the  day,  a 
large  piece  of  cheele  was  cut  £rom  the  kcbbock,  and  wrapt  up  in  a  white 
doth,  and  hid  by  one  of  the  damfcli ;  at  the  gloming,  the  young  lads  ufed  to 
afiemble,  in  order  to  fearch  for  this  checfe,  and  peculiarly  fortunate  was  that 
young  man  confidered  to  be,  who  (having  received  a  w^atch  word  from  fome 
*  of  his  fair  friends,)  (bund  out  the  cheefe,  and  liad  the  opportunity  of  dividing 
it  amongft  the  fimpcring  damfels.    Both  the  manufadures  and  days  of  inno- 
cent amufcment  are  gone ;  nor  has  the  manners  introduced  by  public  works 
repaired  the  lofs;  it  muil  be  owned,  however,  that  (incc  manufadures  were 
introduced,  there  is  an  uncommon  degree  of  adivity  which  pervades  this  dif- 
trid,  and  which  accompanies  rhe  people  in  all  their  operations ;  and  perhaps, 
indeed,  I  would  rather  be  difpofed  to  pronounce  the  charader  of  the  people 
ia  this  place  inclined  to  mcrchandiic  and  adveotvre. 
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Popuiatkn. — ^This  jprcfent  year,  1 79  j,  when  the  numeratioa 
was  made^  there  were  25 17  fouls.  Ihe  p  pulation  of  this  pa« 
rifh  has  increafed  900,  fmce  December  1 7839  the  number  then 
being  1627.  In  Dr  Webfter's  account  it  is  given  up  at  1400. 
From  feveral  fa£\s  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  writer  of  this  ac- 
count}  the  population  of  this  parith  feems  fomewhat  to  have 
dciclincd  from  the  Revolution  till  the  year  1 763.    The  chief 
Caufe  which  has  been  afTigned  for  this  circumftancCj  vtras  the 
throwing  fcvcral  fmall  tenements  together,  making  one  large 
farm,  whereby  a  number  of  families  were  thrown  out  of  bread, 
and  obliged  to  emigrate  to  large  towns  for  their  daily  fub- 
fidence.     The  number  of  houfeholders  or  reeks,  previous  to 
the  1783, 1  cannot  mark  poGtively  \  in  that  year  there  were 
317;  population  then  being  fomewhat  belter  than  five  to  a 
family  ^  in  the  prefent  year,  there  are  609  houfeholders,  or 
people  who  keep  reeks,  fo  tliat  the  number  of  fouls  have  not 
increafed  in  tlic  fame  proportion  as  that  of  houfeholders  :  the 
rcafon  is  obvious  :  feveral  young  people,  printers  ^nd  pencil- 
krs,  at  the  difterent  printfields,  keep  houfe,  either  fmgly,  or 
perhaps,  though  married.  Lave  not  as  yet  more  than  one 
child ;   fo  that  the  population  in  this  parilh,  even  fuppofing 
the  houfeholders  not  to  increafe,  is  not  come  to  its  juft  level. 
To  (hew  the  proportions  from  the  Revolution  to  the  year 
'7^3}  ^  Ii^vc  fubjoined  the  following  table  s  each  (latement 
containing  the  average  of  baptifms  for  five  years ; 

It 

Average. 


Tcart. 

Baptifms. 

Average. 

Years.          ] 

Saptifms. 

1696 

49 

173* 

3» 

1700 

4; 

1733 

43 

1701 

4; 

1734 

.     »8 

1704 

41 

1735 

44 

l/Oi 

49 

1736 

43 

46  -.  i\ 
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Average* 


Vcan. 

Baptlfiat. 

Average. 

Yean. 

Baptifms« 

1750 

37 

1773 

33 

J751 

51 

X774 

'39 

175* 

39 

— 

5753 

'4» 

1781 

3S 

5754 

37 

178* 

40 

^ 

41 

1783 

4* 

J760 

3; 

1784 

50 

V63 

26 

1785 

4t^ 

1764 

44 

— 

17^5 

34 

i78f 

94 

1766 

»9 

X790 

79 

— 

34' 

I79« 

75 

1770 

36 

•  179» 

89 

177X 

44 

J7i?3 

"5 

177* 

35 

— 

37 


4) 


90 

It  may  be  obfexvcd  that  the  regifter  of  marriages  feems  to 
confirm  the  fame  opinion,  that  the  population  had  decreafed 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  year  1 763  f: 


2S 


Tears. 

Martlages. 

Average. 

Years. 

Marriagei. 

1696 

17 

1790 

26 

J697, 

19 

1791 

34 

I698 

ai 

179* 

a7 

1706 

x8 

1793 

26 

1707 

%% 

— 

at 


It  is  not  fo  eafy  to  afcertain  tlie  average  of  deaths,  as  nor 
regifter  feems  to  have  been  kept,  previous  to  the  year  179011 
but  for  thefe  laft  four  years  it  ftands  thus : 

Years. 

*  This  period  feems  to  have  been  the  lo^eft,  ai  is  I&ewifi^  evident  from;' 
die  rcgifier  of  marriages. 

t  \\  appears,  as  far  as  the  regifter  of  marriages  is  entire,  that  the  nnm» 
Vs  decreifed  to  about  \%\  it  u  now  abovt  28  annatlly,  as  appears  €ma  the 
lift  of  the  4  laft  yearst 
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Years. 

Deathi. 

ATcrage. 

Yean. 

Dcathi 

Avcft^i 

J  790 

38 

I79» 

3» 

1791 

4t 

1793 

34 

36 

Allowing  our  rcgiftcrs  to  have  been  accurately  kept,  which 
I  believe  to  be  as  much  the  cafe  as  in  mod  country  parifhes  » 
it  is  evident  that  they  are  regulated  by  no  general  rule :  The 
fudden  influx  of  inhabitants  have  varied  thefe  regifters  ex- 
ceedingly. The  following  table  exhibits  all  the  fafts  rela- 
tive to  tlie  prefent  (late  of  population  : 


Designations,  &c 

Of  the  three  laft  years  of  buria 

Is,  the 

HoufchoWen, 

609 

difeafes'  ftand  thus : 

lnhabiunt», 

i5»7 

rUed  of  fevers,                 • 

'    Z 

Males, 

1234 

Small.pox,            • 

is 

Females,           : 

129} 

Confumptions, 

%6 

Below  10  years, 

881 

Palfy,          . 

1 

Born  in  the  parifh, 

1334 

Attimuif                                « 

locomefs, 

1190 

Chincovgh,                • 

Baptifms, 

90 

Bowelhive,  (vulgarly  ftiled.) 

Marriages 

ftS 

Meaflcs, 

^            1 

Burials,                   « 

36 

Child-bed, 

Above  ninety, 

0 

Still-born, 

X 

Above  eighty, 

J 

Mortification,           •           • 

* 

Above  fcventy, 

100 

Old  age.              : 

a6 

What  is  now  (tiled  confumption,  fecms  to  hare  been  un- 
known in  this  diftri£l  about  60  years  ago ;  and  I  believe  ge- 
nerally unknown  in  Scotland  :  Many  fcaufes  have  been  af- 
figned  for  this  faflk,  by  medical  men.  Where  people  were 
cloathed  in  plaiding,  which  fomewhat  refembles  fiaimel,  as 
was  the  cafe  till  very  lately  in  this  di(tri£t|  and  where  4h«y 
feldom.  were  confined  to  work  in  warm  houfes,  as  is  now  the 
eafe,great  colds,  the  forerunners  of  con  fumptbn,  would  not 
eafily  afic£^  them. 

Of 
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b£  tiiis  population  we  have  fabjolned  the  following  table» 
fliewtng  bow  they  wer^  employed  fpring  1792 


Of  th«  8S»  below  ten  years  6l  age, 

there  -vrere,  at^  the  four  different 

fcfaools  io  thia  pari(b,        .        aoo 

The  remaining  were  infanta  in  their 

parents  houfee,  capable  of  no  em- 

ployment,  68ft 

The  remaining  Sco  males  above  ten 

years  of  age,  are  empbyed  in  the 

foQowmg  manner  : 

nentlemcn  who  live  on  therr  rents  8 

^flnlfter  of  the  FftaMilhmcnt  I 

Minifter  of  a  Relief  meeting  houfe  I 

^Mrgeoo  .         '     .  1 

F^mers  and  gra^iera  96 

^V  caters  .  .  105 

Tiilors  .  .  8 

Houfe-carpcntcrs  .  11 

Miln-wrighti  .  .  6 

DIack-fmiths  in  four  ihops        .       9 

Shoe-makers  .  •  5 

Cxcifc-oificers  who  reftde  in  the  pa- 

rifli  .  .  .  ft 


Block-prlntera          .           •  74 

Stocking-makera           •         •  6 

Copperplate  prer»-printera  %% 

Tearing  b«ys            .             .  70 

Coalliers                            •  46 

Lime-^uarriers               .  40 

Hill-men  at  the  different  pits  to 

Carters  and  Carriera            «  10 

Labourers            .              .  £0 

HouCb  fcrvants  to  the  gentry  ix 

Farmers  and  graziers  fcrvanu  90 

Publicans                 ^            .  If 

Schoolm^fteri           .           .  4 

Students             •  •           •  4 

Grave-digger                       .  i 

Millers            ...  7 

Lint-dreffers  and  glovera        .  7 

Shop-keepers  and  chandlers  it 

Bleachen             •            ,  60 

Dyeri  •         •             .  X6 


A  Table, 
Shewing  hoiu  the  %oo  females  aft  employed  in  I793« 


^•V.vci  to  the  different  houfcboid- 
er«  ,  .  410 

IHcghters,  reiiding  in  their  pai 
rents  iuntliea  .  170 

^vaaca  in  gentlemen *«  families      ft6 

Mnitaiiervants  to  the  farmers  and 
diffcrcn:  houfcholders  in  the  pa- 
ri(h  .  ♦  lio 

As  fempftrelTes  and  mautna  ma- 
kers .  1ft 

Vol.  XV.  3 


Midwives  .  •  3 

The  remaining  fcventy-one  are  ex- 
iher  widows  or  unmarried  wo- 
men, who  relide  in  cot-houfes  ^t 
Of  the  married  women  and  young 
perfons,  refiding  in  their  parents 
honfeft,  there  may  be  about  dnc  hun* 
drfi  and  fitly  who  pencil  calico  to 
the  print- fields. 

\  Peor. 
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Poor. — ^Every  attempt  hath  been  made  by  the  heritors  in^ 

feflSon  to  difcourage  begging  \  as  yet  their  efibrts  have  proved 
abortive  \  and  although  at  this  moment  there  is  not  a  Cngle 
perfon  in  this  p;«ri(h  underftood  to  be  a  comrtioo  beggar,  we 
arc  ftiil  pcftercd  with  vagrants.    The  poor  which  wc  coun- 
tenance as  fuch,  generally  refidc  along  with  their  children, 
or  fomc  near  relation  ;  they  receive  their  allowance  on  the 
fir  (I  Monday  of  each  month ;  6s.  per  mopth  is  the  higheft 
fum  given  ;  none  receive  lefs  than  three  \  at  an  average  there 
are  20  conftantly  upon  our  lift.   The  funds  ffom  which  they 
are  paid  are  the  colle£lion8  at  the  church  door,  the  mort- 
cloth  fees  and  proclamation  money,  together  with  the  inter- 
cft  of  570I.  of  which  500I.  is  fecured  on  heritable  properly 
at  5  per  cent  intereft,  payable  twice  in  the  year  :  The  other 
70I.  is  lodged  in  bank,  payable  on  demand  in  cafe  of  an  e- 
mergency  ;  from  thofc  funds  we  have  been  able  as  yet  to  fup- 
fupply  the  wants  of  our  poor.     The  colledions  at  the  facra- 
ment,  including  the  preparation  and  the  thankfgiving  days,  are 
applied  to  the  relief  of  thofe  indigent  houfeholders,  whofe  ft* 
fituation  is  not  fo  prefling  as  to  make  them  objcfts  of  the  or- 
dinary charity.     Although  it  is  believed  that  the  law  allows 
kirk  feflions  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  effefls  belonging  to  the 
pauper^i  fo  fooii  as  they  grant  them  fupply  \  we  have  anviouf- 
ly  avoided  being  too  ftri£b  in  this  particular ;  for,  callous  as 
the  relations  of  the  pauper  may  be,  it  is  dill  an  inducement 
for  them  to  aflift  a  little  ^'whereas,  if  they  had  no  profpe^  of 
fucceeding  to  the  trumpery,  fmall  as  it  is,  the  whole  care  of 
their  relation  would  be  thrown  upon  the  parifh  ;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  j8d.  per  week  is  not  adec^juatc  to  all  thcnc- 
cc Cities  of  lodging,  clothing,  and  feeding  a  pauper.     The 
Englifli  f)  Ilcm  is  to  fupport  the  poor,  the  Scotch  to  aflift 

them. 

Th« 
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The    feflidn  in  this  parifli  has  hitherto  taken  the  complete    * 
management  of  fupplying  the  poor ;  the  heritors  meet  once 
in  tlie    year,  or  two  years,  as  it  f^its  thcnt,  to  examine,  and 
pafo  their  accounts ;  and  it  may  be  faid  here,  as  in  every  p:!- 
Tilh  in  Scotland,  tltat  it  is  the  clieapcft  and  befl  managed  pu- 
blic   fand  in  Great  Britain  ;  the  only  cxpeacc  incurred  with 
us  is    of  one.  guinea  per  annum  .allowed  to  the  fcffion-clerk, 
for  keeping  the  books-     BcGdes  the  public  parochial  charity, 
there  arc  two  other  charitable  inftitutions,  which  have  lately 
been  founded  in  the  parifli,  the  one  known  by  the  name  of 
die  CampGe  Benevolent  Society,  inftituted  in  the,  year  17^^, 
and  ivhofe  capital  already  amounts  to   iiol.  which  Society 
allows  3s.  to  its  members  per  week  if  bed-rid,  and  :jSr  per 
week  if  merely  incapable  of  work ;  the  other  iriftitution  is 
connefled  with  the  Lennox^Kilwinning  mafon  lodge ;  its  ca- 
pital b  70I.  5  it  likewife  allows  liberally  to  its  indigent  mem- 
bers. 

The  annual  difl^urfements  by  the  fcfllon  are  between  60 

^nd  70I.   Sterling  per  annum.     This  pariih,  confidering  its 

riches  and  its  population,  could  afford  its  poor  a  great  deal 

more,  providing  an  aflefTment  took  place ;  the  mode  of  pro- 

yifion  by  colledlions  at  the  church  doors,   has  been  conCdcr- 

ably  hurt  by  a  Relief  meeting-houfe,  which  hath  lately  been 

ereded  in   the  parifli ;  the  collections  made  at  thefe  houfcs 

being  either  employed  to  pay  their  minifters,  or  to  pay  the 

debts  incurred  in  building  their  chapels,  none  is  given  to  fup- 

port  the  regular,  poor ;  fuch  houfes,  therefore,  upon  their'pre- 

fcnt  footing,  are  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  Scotch  mode  of 

providing  for  the  indigent  ]) .    * 

3  A  z  ^ 

I.  From  the  opportunity  that  the  writer  of  this  account  has  bad,  as  a  na- 
VTC  of  this  pariih,  of  attending  to  the  ftatc  of  the  poor  in  this  diftriiSl  he  cah- 
oot help  taking  notice  of  a  remarkable  trkit  of  the  degeneracy  of  the  prefcne 

flg9 
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Oftht  Churehr^^^xti^{\t  was  a  parfonage ;  the  parfon  of 
Campfie  ^as  the  SacHftan  of  the  Cathedral  of  Ghfgow  \  of 
conrfei  he  maft  have  been  one  of  the  refidentary  canons ;  h« 
had  a  houfe  in  the  Ratten-row  of  Glafgow^  faid  to  be  dill  in 
exiftence  \  and  was  accuftomed  to  ferve  the  cure  at  Campfie 
by  a  vicar.  As  this  parifii,  in  Roman  Catholic  timcsi  contained 
;ibove  150  plongh-gates  of  land)  from  which  the  parfon  drew 
tithes  \  the  probability  is,  that  the  living  was  confiderablc. 

Attending 

vge.  About  J5  yean  ago,  it  would  have  been  con&dered  as  dtfgraceful  to  chil- 
dren tahavc  allowed  their  parents  to  be  fupported  by  the  rcffion,or  even  the 
more  diftant  relations  of  brethren  or  nephews,  to  have  heard  of  their  fitters  or 
VDclct  caft  upon  tht:  box,  ai  they  termed  it ;  it  is  now  aftooifhing  with  what 
greedinefc  people  receive  public  charity ;  they  fomewbat  confider  it  aa  a  pen- 
Hon,  to  which  they  are  entitled*  It  ia  not  uncoAimen  to  perceive  chSdren 
enjoying  high  wage),  and  indulging  in  many  of  the  gaietietof  lifc,oc^eAiDg 
their  aged  parents:  fuch  unnatural  conduct  was  not  congenial  once  with 
ScottiQi  independence,  and  that  dignified  pride,  which  charaderised  our  fore- 
fathers, in  their  more  virttious  days.  When  a  pauper  dies,  it  is  cuftoAary 
for  the  feffion  to  provide  the  eoffin  and  winding-flirer,  and  reortdotb,  gnitM. 
And  if  there  (hall  be  no  relation  of  the  deceafed  in  the  pariflH  to.coatribiiie  for 
the  little  entertainmcDt  neceflary  at  the  funeral,  which  feldom  happens,  $%. 
is  allowed  for  fuch  expence.  As  it  might  tend  to  threw  more  light  upon  the 
political  fituation  of  a  country,  to  examine  at  what  age,  and  what  are  the  clafs 
of  people  of  which  the  paupers  of  a  parilK  aire  compoTed,  I  have  foftjoincd  the 
following  table,  comprehending  the  difoefit  perioda  of  admifion,  nd  the 
fanu  given. 

No.  of  paupers  on  our  lift,  .  •  .  as 

Of  thefe  there  are  females,  .'  •  16 

Males,  .  .  •  •  9 

Above  fixty  7ears  of  age,  .  •  •  19 

The  average  of  the  years  of  their  receiving  charity,  ,  8 

Of  this  number  of  paupers,  there  are  no  lefs  than  five  facile  in  their  mind,  5 
The  highca  fum  given  is  per  month,  .  .  6s. 

It  would  appear  that  it  is  only  the  hundredth  part  of  the  whole  inh^bi* 

tants  who  require  public  charity, 
Of  thcfe  twcDtj  five  paupcra,  pighc  are  unmarried  womep. 
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Attending  to  that  di(lin£lion  of  bifiiops  churches^  'and  menfal 
churches,  it  was  one  of  the  bWhops  churches  gifted  by 
Donald,  Eari  of  Lennox,  to  the  See  of  Glafgow,  in  the  year 
1 270.  Thofe  who  delight  in  magnifying  the  riches  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  take  particular  pleafure  in  pointing  out  the 
yard  where  the  parfon  of  Campfic's  corn-ftacks  were  arrang* 
edy  and  the  Gte  of  the  mill  which  was  conftantly  employed 
in  grinding  his  grain.  There  is  reafon  to  belieTe,  that  he  was 
not  the  lead  wealthy  heritor  of  his  parifti.  Previous  to  the 
Reformation,  we  know  that  Lamberton  and  Beaton  were 
parfons  of  Campfie,  and  afterwards  both  of  them  biftiops  of 
St.  Andrews,  men  who  made  fome  figure  in  their  day  *. 

'       The 

*  Since  the  Relbrtrkation,  the  names  of  the  clergy  who  filled  that  charge, 
and  the  datet  of  their  admilfion,  have  been  prefcrved  in  the  presbytery  tc^ 
cord«  of  Glafgow  ;  and  they  fumifli  us  with  a  pretty  good  fpecimen  of  the 
ijpiric  of  the  times.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  clergyman  of  thi«^ 
parlih  centtnued  Roman  Catholic,  and  accaiionally  performed  this  facred 
AitiAioa  in  the  pariih,  till  the  year  1574 ;  he  is  fitid  to  have  been  a  branch  of 
the  family  of  Ma  a  a  :  about  that  time,  we  find  a  Mr  William  Erikine,  a  re- 
lation fikewKe  o£  the  Makil  family,  parfon  of  Campfie;  he  waft  afterwards 
.  titalar  Archbilhop  of  Glafgow  ;  he  is  faid  never  to  have  been  in  holy  orders : 
Herw  long  he  continued  parfon  of  CampGe,  we  know  not ;  but  wc  find, 

i^,  Mr  Stoddart,  preiby terian  minifler  of  Campfie,  on  the,3d  of  November 

U^  Mr  j[aiaes  Stewart  is  fettled  a^ant  and  fucceflbr  the  35th  of  March  ' 
1607. 

3i,  Mr  John  Cricfaton  Wat  admitted  the  13d  of  April  1623  :  He  wasdepa- 
fed  for  what  was  called  corru]5t  dodrinc  :  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  pariih, 
that  he  was  fuch  a  remarkable  ftout,  well  breathed  man,  that  he  eould  walk 
in  forty  minutes  to  the  top  of  the  Campfie  Fells,  eating  a  peafe  bannock,  to 
a  fpot  which,  to  this  day,  goes  by  the  name  of  Crichton*s  Cairn. 

4/^a  Mr  Alexander  Forbes  was  admitted  the  z6th  of  December  1619 ; 
aod  was  depoftfd  for  not  eoo£ormi|ig  to  the  Synod  of  Olafgow,  on  the  third 
^f  April  1639.  < 

5ti. 


566  Statijlical  Account. 

The  prbgrcfs  of  the  ftipends  of  this  parifn,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  afcertain  accurately  prior  to  the  year  1618 :  It  is  thcu 
declared  to  be  twochalders  of  meal  and  600  noerks  :    In  the 

year 

5/^,  Mr  Joho  Collins  was  admitted  the  id  of  NoTcmber  1641 ;  he  was  iniir- 
dered  in  returning  from  the  pretbytety  about  Martinmas  X648;  the  fufpi- 
cioD  fell  upon  the  laird  of  Balglafs,  a  fmall  heritor  in  the  pariih,  who  waaoln 
liged  to  fly  the  country  to  avoid  punilhmeiit. 

6/^,  Mr  Archibald  Dennifton  was  ordain^  the  3Cth  of  March  1 649  :  He 
was  depofed  by  the  protefters  in  x6j5»  about  which  depofition  Principal  Bail- 
lie,  in  his  letters,  makes  the  following  remark  :  He  was  reftored  in  the  year 
S66i,  and  died  1679;  there  is  a  traditionary  anecdote  mentioned  of  bins, 
which  fomewhat  marks  the  charadler  of  the  man.— In  the  year  1655  he  had 
|>egun  a  difcourfe  on  a  text,  and  half  &niihed  the  firft  head.*-Io  the  year  z66r, 
when  reftored,  he  took  up  the  fecond,  prefacing  hit  difcourfe,  by  faying,  that 
the  times  were  altered,  but  that  the  dodrinet  of  the  gofpel  are  always  the 
fame. 

Principal  Baillie,  in  his  letters,  fpcalwing  of  Mr  Dconiflon  fays,  «  he  was 
«*  depofed  by  the  protefters  in  1655  ;  for  his  part,  he  faw  nothing  evil  of  the 
«*  man.  The  protefters,  fays  he,  put  in  his  room  a  Mr  John  Law,  a/Mr  hmif 
**  ttr  callan,  who  had  but  lately  left  his  trade,  and  hardly  knew  his  grammar; 
««  but  they  faid  he  w  as  ^//>«/." 

7/i,  Mr  John  Law  was  ordained  by  the  protefters  in  1656 ;  He  wai  eja- 
ted  z66r,  and  was  reftored  1688  ;  he  never  officiated  again  in  Campfte. 

8/A,  Mr  George  Miln  was  Inftitutcd  a4tk  June  1681  :  He  was  turned  out 
at  the  Revolution,  and  was  exceedingly  ill  ufed ;  the  wort^lefs  part  of  the 
parifti  having  rifen  in  a  mob  and  broke  his  furniture,  and  threateaed  his  per^ 
fon ;  thia  gentleman,  howcTcr,  by  way  of  retaliation,  carried  away  the  re- 
cords of  the  parifti. 

916,  Mr  John  Govan,  who  had  been  Jmprifoned  in  the  Bafs,  in  James  the 
7th*»  time,  was  ordained  minifter  of  Campfie  on  the  jth  of  December  1688 ; 
he  died  a  batchclor  the  Z7th  of  September  1739. 

lOtb,  He  was  fuccecded  by  his  nephew  Mr  John  Forrefter,  a  brother  of ' 
Forrcflcr's  of  Dinovan  ;  he  died  in  September  1 731,  at  the  age  of  ij. 

I  I/A,  He  was  fuccceded  by  Mr  John  Warden,  a  fon  of  the  minifter  of 
Gargunnock ;  he  was  ordained  the  3d  of  April  1732 ;  which  gentleman  was 
tranflated  to  Perth,  and  afterwards  to  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh.  He  was 
fuccceded  by  Mr  WiUam  BcU,  a  native  of  Edcsfechan,  Dumfric«fliire  j  who 

wai 
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year  1649,  ^°  augmentation  of  a  chalder  of  meal,  and  one 
handred  pounds  Scots,  ^vas  granted ;  and  in  the  1785)  a  nevr 
augniention  was  granted  j  fo  that  the  ftipend  now  is  80  !• 
Sterling  in  money,  two  chaldets  of  meal,  and  one  chaldcr  of 
barley  ;  It  would  appear,  that  very  foon  after  the  act  paf* 
fed,  ordailling  glebes  to  the  reformed  clergy,  that  four  acres 
and  a  half  of  arable  land  was  allocated  to  the  minifter  of 
Campfie :  In  the  year  1646,  when  a  disjunftion^and  annexa- 
tion took  place,  three  acres  and  a  half  more  were  allocated 
for  pailure ;  but,  owing  to  the  turbulence  of  the  times  which 
followed,  the  minifler  never  feems  to  have  been  in  pofTefTioii 
of  them  -,  fo  that  at  prefent  the  glebe  of  Campfie  is  deficient 
in  pafture  \  the  heritors^ about  30  years  ago,  bought  an  acre  of 
land,  adding  it  to  the  four  acres  and  half,  without  fpecifyin^ 
Whether  it  was  in  part  of  padure  or  not.  Till  lately,  it  was  cuf- 
tomary  for  the  minifter  to  ufe  fome  overt  a£t  to  prevent  pre* 
fcription  running  againft  him,  anent  the  three  acres  and  a 
half  which  had  been  allocated  fot  pafture.  For  fome  time  af-^ 
ter  the' Reformation,  it  would  appear  that  the  clergyman  had 
lived  in  the  vicar's  houfe.  In  1^27,  a  houfe  was  built  alen* 
arly  for  the  purpofe  of  lodging  the  minifter ;  it  was  a  fmall 
houfe  of  two  ilories,  thatched  with  ftraw :  In  1727,  a  new 
houfe  was  built  on  the  fame  fite ;  which  houfe,  along  with  the 
ocffiesj  was  repaired  in  the  year  1785,  at  the  very  moderate  • 
expence  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  nine  pounds*  The  church 

confiftcd 

Wat  ordaineJ  the  34th  o^  Septenil>er  1747,  and  died  the  8th  of  May  1783. 

i^tb.  He  was  fuccccdcd  by  the  piefcnt  incumbtnt.  Thirteen  clergymen 
have  therefore  officiated  in  this  parifb  fince  the  Reformation,  at  leaft  Aoce  the 
year  1384;  which,  at  an  average,  is  nearly  16  years  to  each  incumbent;  but 
What  is  very  aftonifliing,  out  of  that  number  no  lcf»  than  6vc  were  ejei5led  on 
account  of  the  turbulence  of  the  times,  and  one  faid  to  have  been  murdered  ; 
f^i^B,  which  Ciould  lead  ui  to  value  the  peaceable  aad  happy  times  in  whUh 
we  live. 
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cooGfted  originally  of  three  parts  :  i^>  What  tfacy  called  the 
kirk  \  2^j  the  quire  ;  and,  3^^  the  ve(by  \  which  conefpondcd 
to  the  ufes  required  in  the  Roman  Catholic  times  \  it  was 
repaired  in  the  year  1772 :  At  prefeot  it  would  be  by  far  too 
fmall  for  the  pariOi,  if  a  relief  meeting-houfe  had  not  been 
creeled.  The  kirk  of  Campnej  like  mod  of  the  churches  in 
|K)pL(h  timesy  id  fituated  at  the  end  of  the  parilh  \  whether 
this  was  from  accident,  or  from  choice  of  the  clergy^  to  fix  it 
in  the  mod  dtfireable  fpot,  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  If^  how* 
ever,  the  population  of  this  diftridl  continues  to  increafet 
there  will  be  an  abfolute  ncceility  of  building  a  more  com- 
modious church  in  a  more  centrical  fpot,  for  the  better  ac^ 
commodation  of  the  inhabitants*  I  obfervedj  that  in  the 
1649  there  was  a  disjunQion  and  an  annexat'ion  of  confi- 
derable  portion^  of  this  pari(h  to  KUfyth  and  Baldemock ;  it 
appears,  however,  by  a  difpute  which  lately  took  place  be* 
twixt  the  minifter  of  Baldernock  and  the  heritors  of  Camp- 
fie,  anent  the  augmentation  of  the  ftipend  of  Baldernock, 
that  the  part  disjoined  was  only  annexed  quoad  facra  \  and 
the  probability  is,  that  the  proportion  annexed  to  Kilfyth  U 
in  the  fame  predicament.  All  the  hnds  in  tloc  pariQi  are 
now  valued,  and  the  free  unpropriated  tithe  is  better  than 
600  1.  Sterling  annually,  as  the  fund  from  which  the  clergy- 
men may  have  future  augmentations.  Mr  Canapbcll  of  Shaw- 
ficld  is  titular,  in  virtue  of  his  being  the  purchafer  of  .the 
eftatc  of  Kilfyth,  from  the  creditors  of  the  York-building 
There  is  an  opinion  entertained  by  fome  people,  that  if  an 
aft  of  Parliament  does  not  render  all  miniftcrs  ftipendiarics, 
that  on  account  of  certain  peculiar  circumftanccs,  the  mini- 
fter  of  Campfie  is  ftiU  titular  of  the  tithes. 

The  duties  of  this  parish  confift  in  vifiting  and  regularly 
examining  the  congregation  once  in  the  year,  befides  preach- 
ing three  difcourfes  every  funday,  from  the  icth  of  April  till 

the 
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ln€  totli  of  Oftobcr  ;  and  in  winter,  two  difcourfes,  one  of 
them  always  a  kfturc  :  The  facrament  is  given  once  in  the 
year-,  three  difcourfes  dh  the  fad  day,  two  on  Sunday,  twO 
on  Monday  3  The  adton  fermon  in  the  church,  and  the  even- 
ing fermon ;  befides  preaching  at  the  teht.  People  hav^ 
complained,  that  the  tent  preaching  was  prejudicial :  I  ant 
inclined  to  believe  the  contrary  from  experience :  1^,  On  ac-» 
count  of  iTfi  bringing  a  confiderable  colleflion  fdr  the  poor  \ 
and,  2i//jr,  it  accuftonis  a  number  of  people  to  meet  together 
in  a  decent,  cheerful,  and  rcfpeftable  manner.— I  have  never 
heard  either  the  fober,  or  die  ferious,  or  the  induftrious,  com- 
plain 5  and  confidering  the  fimplicity  of  our  fcrvice,  in  moft 
other  refpe£ls,J  have  all  along  been  accuftomed  to  confider 
thefe  public  religious  meetings  as  beneficial  to  the  manners 
of  die  country.  The  eclefiaftical  difcipline  of  this  parifh  is 
dill  kept  up.  As  for  difcipline  againft  fornicators,  two  days 
doing  public  penance  in  the  church,  are  required,  befides  a 
firtc  of  a  crown,  for  each  guilty  perfon,  to  the  poor.  There 
has  been  an  opinion  enteitained,  that  this  public  penance  has 
been  proda6iive  of  very  bad  efTefls  in  fociety  \  fo  far  has  an 
idea  gone  forth  of  this  fort,  that,  for  this  reafon,  fome  writers 
have  pretended  to  fay,  that  fo  long  as  doing  public  penance 
was  permitted,  no  perfon  (hould  be  put  to  death  for  child 
murder  :  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  it  would  be  much 
>IK)re  the  intereft  of  the  community,  in  a  political  light,  that 
the  laws  of  difcipline  fliould  be  more  rigidly  adhered  to }  for 
if  once  the  vuIgAr  of  any  country,  confidet  incOntinency  as  a 
Venial  fault,  they  ate  almoft  ready  for  the  commiiBon  of  any 
crime ;  and  as  I  can  eafily  fee,  that  the  (hame  of  doing  penance 
opetatea  to  deter  others  \  in  this  point  of  view,  it  is  to  be 
confidered  as  ahfwering  the  ends  of  edification.  Pablie 
baptifm  is  regularly  adhered  to;  parents  requiring  pri- 
VoL.  XV.  *         3  B 
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vatc  baptifm  for  tlicir  children,  pay  half  a  crown  to  th^ 
poor* 

Scl^is, — ^Thcrc  ai^c  in  this  pjrifli  two  cftabliflied  fchooU. 
The   parifh  fchool  was  cre£led  in  tlie  year  1661,  apoording 
to  the  form  therein  required,  under  the  patronage  of  John* 
Archbidiop  of  Glafgo w  ;    the  legal  falary  was  fixed  at  1  co 
pounds  Scots  :  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  deed  of  eredion, 
there  is  an  exprefs  claufc,  declaring,  that  the  fchoolmafteri  in 
^11  time  coming,  fhould  teach  Latin ;  and  that  the  fchool  ihoold 
be  condantly  held  at  the  Clachan  of  Campfie.      There  was 
another  fchool  cre£ted  in   1727,  on  a  mortification  of  fifty 
pounds,  left  by  one  Young,  a  pedlar  in  Gloceftcrihirc :    U 
^  is  fituated  at  the  didance  of  four  £ngli(h  miles  from  the  o* 
thcr,    Tlie  heritors  of  Campfie  have,  fomchow  or  othrr^  per- 
mitted the  half  of  the  falary  belonging  to  the  parifh  fchool- 
mailer,  to  be  added  to  the  further  emolument  of  this  fchool, 
of  the  eaftern  diftri^l.— It  is  to  be  expeScd,  in  a  little  time, 
this  midake  will  be  re£lified,  and  that  the  parifli  fchoolmaf* 
ter  will  receive  his  legal  falary  ;  and|  at  the  fame  time,  the 
other  ichoolmafter  be  fufliciently  provided.      Befides  thefe 
two  fchools,  there  was  a  third  ere£led  lately  at  the  new  viU 
liageof  Camplie,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  \  the  teach* 
cr  has  no  falary  :   at  the  fame  time,  they  have  always  found 
teachers  ready  to  accept  the  office  upon  the  bare  ehiolument 
of  the  fchool  wages  :    In  the  fummer  feafon,  in  the  South 
quarter  of  the  pariQi,  there  is  commonly  a  fourth  fchool 
taught  by  fome  young  man  from  Glafgow,  who  finds  it  con- 
venient to  keep  fchool  during  the  vacation  of  the  College;  fo 
thaf  at,  an  average,  there  are   fonoewhat  above  200  children 
educated  annually  in  the  pariih:     There  are  at  Icaft  one 
fifth  part  at  fchool  of  thofe  who  arc  below  twelve  years  of 
age.    The  inhabitants  of  this  parifli  arcj  upon  the  whole, 

rather 
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rather  dirpofed  to  give  their  children  a  good  education  ;  at  the 
lime  this  account  was  wrote,  there  were  thirteen  Latin  fcLo* 
lars  at  the  two  pari(h  fchools;  the  other  children  are  certain 
of  being  taught  to  read  £ngli(h,  write  and  caft  accompts  -, 
the  common  ftylc  of  education  is  carried  on  in  the  follow- 
ing manner :  They  learn  the  founds  i  the  letters,  and  the  u- 
nion  of  fyllables,  in  the  fmall  fpclling  book  \  then  they  receive 
the  large  fpelling  book  \  then  they  get  the  New  Teftament, 
and  the  Bible,.in  which  they  commonly  read  fomc  time  ;  and 
then  the  Colle£lton  :  they  get  a  qaeftion  in  the  common  catc- 
chifm  to  repeat  every  morning:  there  is  a  public  repetition 
on  Saturday,  with  a  pfalm  on  Monday,      iherc  being  fcvc- 
lal  public  works  in  the  parifh,  the  night- fchooi  is  conGdcra- 
ble,  being  wholly  made  up  of  grown  perfons,  who  attend  foi: 
the  purpofes  of  writing  and  arithmetic,  &c.     The  wages  arc 
fixed  for  the  parifh  fchods  by  the  heritors  and  fefhon,  at  is. 
6d.  per  quaiter  for  children,  half-a-crown  for  writing  and  a- 
rithmetic,  and  3$.  for  Latin  per  quarter,  bcfides  what  they 
voluntarily  give  as  a  new-year^s-gift.     It  is  evident  th.it  the 
encouragement  is  too  low  \  perhaps  it  would  be  the  intereft 
of  Government  that  they  (hould  have  fome  little  addition  of 
filary  given  to  them  \  let  tlie  wages  remain  as  low  as  pof- 
lible,  to  uidi^ce  the  people  to  fend  their  children  to  fchooi  \ 
from  this  circumftance  of  the  want  of  encouragement,  and 
likewife  from  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  Univerfity, 
from  whence  (Indents  come  to  be  our  fchoolmafters,  who 
bve  farther  profpe£ls,  there  have  been  no  lefs  than  thirteeii 
fchool-mafters  in  the  parifli  fchooU  fmce  the  year   1759^ 
Upon  the  whole,  I  would  ftyle  the  common  education  of 
Scotland,  partly  religious,  and  partly  philofophical  •,  It  would 
not  be  our  interefl  to  fee  it  violently  broken  in  upon  \  it  is 
this  mode  of  education  which  gives  the  Scotch  nation  fuch  ai> 
iCta9hment  to  fpeculation  in  religion  \  it  is  only  following 
^ut  what  they  have  been  taught  in  the  early  period  of  their 
3  B  a  lives. 
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lives*    There  are  in  this  parifli,  three  ftudenls  of  divmltrs 
oae  preacher  and  two  gown  ftudenie  *. 

CharaHer,  Mbrals,  Genius,  feff .— The  inhabitants  of  this 
diftri£l,  during  the  lad,  and  early  part  of  this  century,  urere 
fomewhat  confpicuous  for  drinking  and  fighting  with  their 
neighbours  :  If  any  perfon  in  this  pari(h|  however  mean  his 
fituation,  had  received  an  injury  or  affront  from  an  iohabi- 
tant  of  another  parifh  ^  his  neighbours  confidered  themfelves 
bound  to  fupport  hinii  and  to  avenge  his  quarrel :  fuch  cozfr- 
iuCtf  howcveri  feems  to  have  proceeded  more  from  pride 

and 

*  The  peculiar  cuftoms  of  this  |>ari(h  are  fall  wrarlng  oot  It  was  cnT . 
tomary,  till  yrlthin  thefe  few  years,  when  any  head  of  a  hmWjdltA,  to  invite 
the  wWe  parifli :  They  were  fcrved  on  boarcU  in  the  bam,  wheic  a  pnyer 
was  pronounced  before  and  after  the  fenrice»  which  duty  wat  moft  rcli^ioai^ 
]y  obfenred  :  The  entertainment  conlifted  of  the  foUqwtng  parti :  Firji^  there 
there  wat  a  drink  of  ale,  then  a  dram,  then  a  piece  of  ihort  bread,  then  ano- 
ther dram  of  fome  othet-  fpecles  of  liquor,  then  a  piece  of  currant-bread,  tn<l 
$.  third  dram,  either  of  fpiritt  or  wine,  which  was  followed  by  lonvea  Mnd 
eheefe,  pipes  and  tobacco :  This  wa«  the  old  funeral  entertainment  in  the  pa- 
tilh  of  Campfie,  and  wa«  ftiled  their  fervice ;  and  fomctinies  this  was  repeated, 
and  was  then  ftiled  a  double  fervice ;  and  it  was  fure  of  being  repeated  at  the 
dredgy.  A  {iineral  coft,  at  leaft,  a  hundred  pounds  Scots,  lo  any  family  who 
followed  the  old  cdnrfe.  The  mdft  adUve  young  man  wai  pointed  out  to  tfce 
pffice  of  ferver ;  and  in  thofe  days,  while  the  mannert  were  finfipki  and  at  the 
fame  time  lerionsy  it  was  no  (mall  honour  to  be  a  fer?er  at  a  buriaL  How- 
ever  diftant  any  part  of  the  parilh  was  from  the  place  of  interment,  it  waa 
euftomary  for  the  attendants  to  carry  the  corpfe  on  hand  fpokes.  The  mode 
of  invitation  to  the  entertainment,  wat  by  tome  fpedal  meflenger ;  which 
wat  ftiled  bidding  to  the  burial,  the  form  being  nearly  in  the  following 
words  :  Yon  are  defired  to  come  to  Aich  a  one's  burial  to  marrow,  4gainft  ten 
hours.  No  perfon  was  invited  by  letter  :  and  though  invited  againft  ten  of 
the  clock,  the  corpfe  was  never  interred  till  the  evening ;  time  not  being  fo 
much  valued  in  thofe  days.  It  was  euftomary  for  therti  to  have  at  leall  two 
lyke^wakes  (the  corpfe  being  kept  two  nights  before  the  interment)  where  the 
young  neighbours  watched  the  corpfe,  being  merry  or  forrowfuli  «C6ord{Krto 
i^e  ^v^9mn  or  jrank  «f  the  4ccca(e(k 
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and  ruAlc  gaUantrir>  than  from  a  fettled  makroknoe  of  dif- 
pofition*  The  more  improved  manners,  and  a  more  general 
intercourfe  with  fociety,  have,  in  a  great  meafurei  docle  away 
this  turbulent  difpofitton ;  (till  the  natives  of  Campfie  may  be 
coniidered  as  a  keen  teihpered  people^  by  no  means  averfe  to 
czpofe  themfeWes  to  bodily  danger  at  any  time  :  the  |oung 
people  have  no  obje£Uon  to  a  military  life,  being  fond  of  no' 
▼elty  and  adventure ;  during  the  prefent  war,  no  lefs  than  28 
have  cnltfted  in 'the  land  fervice,  and  fcven  have  entered  on 
board  the  navy  \  thefe  remarks  chiefly  apply  to  the  lower  clafa 
of  people.  The  gentry,  for  at  leaft  thefe  40  years,  have  been 
remarkable  for  their  fobriety,  decent  behaviour,  and  cccono-f 
mical  habits ;  of  courfe,  they  are  all  in  profperous  ctrcum- 
ftances ;  rigid  oeconomy  was  not  the  virtue  of  their  forefa<^ 

thCTS*, 

Eminent 

*  About  ten  yean  ago,  the  Aiddea  trftofition  from  ftrid  to  kM>re  rnaomra 
was  felt  Tcry  remarkably  in  this  parilh ;  a  number  of  wandering  people,  from 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  haying  fettled  amongft  us  at  the  different 
priotficlds  :—peopIe,  to  fay  no  vrorfc  of  them,  not  over  attentive  to  regulari- 
ty of  condnd ;  thefe  perfons,  however,  have  now  for  the  moft  part,  left  the 
pUce.  The  more  fober  and  induilrions  have  been  reuined ;  the  younger  part 
•f  the  workmen  being  now  natives  of  the  pariih,  and  more  immediately  uo* 
der  the  eye  of  their  parents  and  relations — I  confider  therefore  the  morals  oF 
the  manu&^rlng  part  of  the  community,  a«  more  regular  than  they  were  e- 
ven  fi^e  ye^rs  agot 

The  people  of  Campiic  cannot  be  laid  to  be  o^  a  litigious  difpofitioii  t  tt  U 
true,  from  their  apparent  keenncfs,  you  would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  the)r 
ikouldbe  conftantly  engaged  in  hwfuits.— The  reverfe  is  the  cafe :  The  high, 
er  bom  and  better  informed  dafs  of  people,  ftudioufly  avoid  litigation.  A, 
moR^  the  other  defcription  of  the  inhabitants,  much  threatening,  and  a  few 
hafty  words,  generally  terminate  the  difpute.  Neither  writer  nor  mcffenger 
at  ami  refide  in  the  pariih ;  at  the  fame  time,  cdnfiderbg  the  number  of  the 
tttnfii6lions  which  muft  inevitably  take  place  la  a  rich  and  populous  diflrid^, 
(even  though  no  law-fuit  intervenes)  a  great  deal  of  bufineft  is  afforded  to 
Mb  j>roIcf&oni.    Although  T  could  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  that  the  inhab:. 

ta&t^ 
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EmifieMt  ilfifff."— This  parifti  has  prodnced  no  eminent  men 
whofe  htftory  haifa  arrefted  the  attention  of  worlds  cxce^ 
Mr  Bell  of  Aniermonyi  a  gentleman  well  known  to  thcleam- 
ed|  on  account  of  his  travels  to  China  and  Perfu ;  this  gen- 
tleman poflefled  an  uncommon  faculty  for  fpeaking  the  mo« 
derh  languages  of  Europe ;  nor  was  he  lefs  remarkable  for  an 
amiable  fimplicity  of  manners » in  primte  Itfci  and  the  moft 
facred  regard  to  truth  in  all  he  faid  or  did.  He  was  m  na- 
tive of  Campfie,  having  inherited  a  confiderable  patcmad  e«> 
fiate  :  he  died  b  the  1780,  at  the  venerable  age  of  89. 

Prices  ef  Provi/ians  and  XtfAsirr^-— Provtfions  of  every  fort 
in  this  parifh  are  regulated  by  the  Glafgow  prices  ;  the 
common  people  have  fuch  an  inveterate  cuAom  of  carrying 
their  eggs,  poultry,  and  butter,  to  town,  that  we  could  of- 
ten buy  thefe  articles  cheaper  at  the  crors>  of  Glafgow  than 
in  the  pariih  of  CampGe*  I  have  fubjoined  a  table  of  the 
prices  of  provifions  and  of  labour,  for  the  year  1 794- 

Lt     8*    d  • 

Pucks  per  pair  •  ,  ->  030 

Hens  per  pair  -  -  -  034 

Eggs  per  dozen,  for  four  months  8d ;  for  eight 

months,  6d«  <-  -  006 

Chickens  per  pair,  ready  for  the  fpit  -  014 

Butter  per  Tron  lb.  ^d \  during  two  months  ltd.  o  o  9 
Butter-milk  per  Scotch  pint  *  -  o    o    ^ 

Potatoes  per  peck,  corn  meafure  -         -        004]^ 

Deft 

t;ints  of  this  diftrid  are  fond  of  literary  purfuits,  tt  would  be  doiag  them 
injuftice,  if  1  did  not  fay  they  were  people  of  capacity  and  genius ;  at  the 
fame  time,  the  tendency  of  their  mind  is  rather  towards  an  adUve  than  a  con. 
teoiplative  Ufe» 
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L.     s.     d. 

licft  beef  per  lb.  Tron  weighty  at  an  average  006 

Ditto  ditto  in  the  fpring  months  from  7d.  to  8d* 

Lamb  per  quarter,  at  an  average  in  &e  feafon  018 

Fed  veal  no  fixed  price 

Oatmeal^  per  peck,  at  an  average  thefe  two  years    012^ 

Bariey  at  an  average  per  boll        -        -        -         o  18     6 

Straw  per  thrave  for  thatching        -  -  036 

Cheefe  of  flcimmed  milk  per  ftone  -  04^ 

Tarry-wool  per  ftone  -  -  -         o    7    o 

White-wool  per  ftone  *-  -  o  10    o 

Milk  new  milked  per  mutchkin  \y  and  (kimmedy  at  \  per 

ehoppin. 

It  will  appear,  that  living  of  all  forts  is  equally  dear  with 

aoy  of  the  great  towns  in  the  kingdom ;  and,  I  believe,  from 

the  following  table,  that  labour  will  appear  equally  high. 

'  L.    8*    d« 

Wages  of  a  man  fervant  per  half  year  with  board, 

&c.  500 

Wages  of  a  woman  per  half  year,  including  ditto,     2  10    © 

A  common  labourer  per  day,  is.  4d.  in  fummer  \ 

in  winter  IS. 'ad. — average,  013 

Taylor,  befides  board  per  day,  -  o     o  10 

Servants  at  the  printfields  per  day,  during  the  whole 

year  -  -  -  -  010 

Miln-wright,  -  -  -        -  0x8 

Mafon,  {^er  day,  -  o     i    10 

Horfe  and  cart  per  day,  -  03* 

Digging  ground,  building  dykes  and  ditching,  is  done 

at  fo  much  per  piece,  equally  high  with  any  part 

of  Scotland, 
Women  fpin  wool  per  day,  with  vidiuals,  004 

Linen  yarn  fpun  out  of  the  houfe  per  fpindle,  o     i     $ 

Bigging  potatoes  per  peck;  corn  meafure,  o    o   of 

Bark 
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L.    s-    d« 

Bark-peelers  per  day,  *       •  o    o  lO 

The  hire  of  women  per  day  is  rtgulated  by  the  pri* 
ccft  given  at  tbe  printfield* 

Appearand  if  ih  l^MiUuUSt  Md  Diji^.—Tht  ieb«U* 
Unti  of  this  diftri&  may  be  conM^red  lis  untoBummtf 
healthy  t  they  are  a  clean  limbed,  well  made  peopIe«  xmiuft 
lean  of  fieih,  in  general  from  fire  fe^t  feven  lo  fix  feet  bigb  » 
one  half  of  the  young  men  being  above  five  feet  ten»  (cafeely 
iny  above  fix  feet :  There  are  a  few  who  live  to  a  very  gicat 
age ;  although^  in  general,  the  heads  of  fiamiliea  live  So  the  agtf 
of  feventy ;  which  circamftance  would  induce  me  to  ftyie 
the  place  more  healthy  than  if  we  found  eztiaoidtnary  in« 
(lances  of  longevity  ;  there  is  one  circumftanee  to  be  tak/m 
notice  of,  which  is,  the  uncQipmop  nnmbcr  of  aceidental 
deaths,  being  fomewhat  more  than  tivo  per  annum  ;  during 
the  laft  ten  years  there  were  no  fewer  tb|tn  tweaty  thre««.f 
A  Table,  pointing  wi  the  manner  tfihnr  deaths^ 

f  Kilted  in  A  coal  pit  by  the  choak  damp,  Julj  1 7)3,  • 

Killed  in  a  coal  pit  February  lySjjby  damp, 

Killed  by  falling  down  a  coal  pit,  .... 

Kfllod  by  the  ftrokc  of  a  horfe,  •  .  .  .  • 

Killed  by  the  micbtiia7  of  th<  djjQferant  milii*,  4 

Killed  in  a  quary,  •  •  •  .  •  • 

Killed  by  a  falling  of  a  tree  when  cut  down« 

Killed  by  a  the  fall  from  a  bridge,  .  ,  .  . 

Killed  by  the  fiorms  when  travelling  through  Campiie  PcUs, 

l>rowncd,  ,  .       . 

Of  courfe,  one  eighteenth  part  of  tjie  deadis  in  diis  pari(h 
may  be  ftyled  accidental ;  and  if  we  were  to  carry  back  the 
calculation  for  thirty  years,  there  would  be  found  the  fame 
proportion 

^Antf^iiiifii 
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Amiqmties. — ^There  are  few  in  this  diStuGt  which  merit 
^fcription,  except  two  Caledonian  Forts ;  and  even  thefe 
fcarcdf  arreft  the  attention,  unlefs  fo  far  as  they  prove  that 
the  Caledonians  chofe  to  occupy  places  of  ftrength  direftly 
oppoflte  to  the  Roman  wall,  no  doubt  with  the  dcfign  of 
^patching  the  motions  of  the  legionaries. — ^Thefe  mounds 
are  perfedly  circular,  with  regular  fofles ;  the  one  is  ftyled 
the  Metchie  Rtive^  in  the  language  of  the  country,  and  is  a- 
bout  a  hundred  yards  in  diameter :  The  other  is  ftyled  the 
Maiden  Caftle^  about  twenty  yards  diameter  :  They  are  both 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  Campfie  Fells,  to  which  the  na« 
tives  could  eafily  fly,  if  attacked  \  and  ly  due  North,  at  the 
diftance  of  two  computed  miles,  from  the  peel  of  Kirkintil- 
loch, faid  be  be  one  of  the  chief  Roman  ftations  on  the  wall. 

There  have  been  feveral  urns  found  in  the  parifli,  contain- 
ing a(he8  and  burnt  bones  ^  the  urn&  were  about  five  inches 
in  depth,  and  fifteen  in  diameter ;  made  of  courfe  clay,  ap- 
parently balked  in  the  fun ;  a  fpecies  of  frcize  work  encircles 
the  lower  edge  \  they  have  been  found  in  cairns,  generally 
placed  between  two  flags. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  Campfie,  (before 
the  disjun£lion  and  annexation  took  place,}  extended  for 
eleven  Englifh  miles  along  the  Roman  wall  \  and,  of  courfe, 
many  fldrmiihes  muft  have  taken  place  in  this  ftrath,  betwixt 
the  legionaries  and  Caledonians :  after  a  particular  exami- 
nation of  the  country,  I  have  not  the  {mailed  doubt,  but  that 
the  fecttrity  of  this  Roman  barrier,  depended  more  upon  the 
almoft  impaflable  fwamp  formed  on  the  North  fide,  than  on 
the  ftrength  of  its  forts ;  even  at  this  day,  it  would  be  no  dif- 
6cult  matter  to  lay  the  whole  valley  under  water  from  Bon- 
ny, to  BalmuUy  bridge,  where  Graham^s  dyke  croflTcs  the  ri- 
ver Kelvin  :  And  the  names  of  the  different  farms  in  Camp- 
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fie,  fucli  a^s  Inchwood,  Inchtcrf,  Inchbreaki  and  lochbdlf  « 
evidently  point  out,  that  they  were  once  furroundcd  by  wa- 
ter :  Inch,  it  is  faid  in  the  Gaelic  language,  fignifies  an 
ifland  :  thus,  the  Caledonians  would  find  it  tmpofliblc  to  ap- 
proach the  wall  on  foot ;  and  it  is  prefumed,  that  themorafs  was 
not  fufEciently  covered  by  water,  to  permil  them  tocrofs  it  in 
boats.  Many  people,  unaquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  have  exprefled  furprife  that  the  Caledonians  were  fo 
ignorant  of  the  art  of  war,  as  to  be  unable,  for  fo  long  a  time^ 
%o  penetrate  through  Antoninus's  wall ;  the  truth  is,  it  could 
not  be  attacked,  but  at  the  extremities.  The  natives  found 
it  eafier  to  pafs  over  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  than  to 
get  acrofs  the  almoft  impaiLble  fwamp  oppofite  to  Graham*5 
Pykc  \  fo  that  when  any  incurfions  were  made  into  the  Ro- 
man province,  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  (o  conceive  that  thcfe  in- 
roads could  take  place  from  that  quarter  uhicli  is  now  knowa 
by  the  name  of  the  pari(h  of  Campfie ;  from  the  top  of  the 
Barrhill,  where  there  was  a  confiderable  Roman  Fort,  any 
perfon  at  this  day,  taking  a  view  of  the  country,  will  concur 
in  the  above  opinion. 

About  five  years  ago,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  filrer  coin, 
^Iiicfly  of  the  coinage  of  Elizabeth,  James  and  Charles  I,  xnixt 
with  a  number  of  Danifti  and  Dutch  pieces,  were  found  hj 
one  of  the  portioners  of  the  lands  of  Bird(lon«  when  digging 
a  dItcK  through  a  morafs  \  they  were  fgppofed  to  have  been 
hid  in  the  morafs,  about  the  time  when  the  battle  of  Kilfytli 
was  fought  betwixt  Montrofe  and  the  Covenantees  ;  the  ma- 
rauding parties  of  Montrofe's  army  having  ftrctched  as  far 
Weft  as  Birddon,  the  inhabitants,  flying  from  their  depreda- 
tions, muft  have  hid  this  treafure,  and  have  forgot  where  it 
Y'as  d^pofitcd,  wl^en  they  came  afterwards  to  fcarch  for  it. 

Mifce^lanrou; 
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MUcelJaneous  Observations, — It  maybe  here  propfzr  to  mcn^ 
tion  a  remarkable  fa£V,  which  marks  very  much  the  turbu- 
lence of  the  time^,  and  the  impotence  of  the  laws,  fo  late  as 
ihey  car  1744.  The  father  of  the  prefcnt  minifter  of  Camp- 
fie  paid  Hack  mail  to  M'Grlgor  of  Glcngyle,  Jn  order  t6 
prevent  depredations  being  made  upon  his  property  ;  M'Gri- 
gt)r  engaging,  upon  his  ^art,  to  fecUre  him  from  fuffe ring 
by  any  hardjhtp^  as  it  was  termed  j  and  he  faithfully  fulfilled 
the  cOntraft  •,  engaging  to  pay  for  all  (beep  which  were  car- 
ried away,  If  abone  the  number  feven,  which  he  ftyled  lifting ; 
if  below  feven,  he  only  confidcred  it  as  a  piking  ;  and  for  the 
honour  of  this  warden  of  the  Highland  march,  Mr  John  Lap- 
flle  having  got  fifteen  (beep  lifted  in  the  cbmmencement  oE 
the  year  1745,  Mr  M*Grigor  aftually  had  taken  mcafures  to 
have  their  Vjjue  reftored,  when  the  rebellion  broke  out,  and 
put  an  end  to  any  further  payment  of  black  maily  and  like- 
wife  to  Mr  M'Grigor- S  fclf  cteated  wardenfliip  of  the  High- 
land'borders. 

The  laft.  inftance  in  this  di(lri£l  of  a  Baron  of  Regality 
cicrciGng  the  jurifdiflion  of  pit  and  gallows  over  his  depen- 
dents, \l  faid  to  have  been  exercifea  by  the  Vifcount  of  Kil- 
fyth,  in  the  \  793  •,  having  condemned  one  of  his  own  fcrvants 
to  be  hanged  for  ftcalihg  filvcr  plate  fVom  the  houfe  of  Ban- 
cioich :  the  fellow  was  executed  upon  a  hill  on  the  barony 
of  Bandoich,  ftyled  the  Gallow-hill ;  a  part  of  the  gibbet 
was  lately  found  lying  iil  a  fwamp,  adjoining  to  this  field  of 
blood. 

Lunardi,  an  Italian,  thd  celebrated  aeronaut,  alighted  from 
one  of  his  aerial  excurfion*  in  Campfie  ;  having  afcended  in 
a  balloon  from  St  Andrew's  church  yard,  ih  the  city  of  Glaf- 
gow,  upon  the  5th  of  December  1 785.  At  two  oVlock  in  the 
afrcmoon,  he  defcendcd  in  this  parifli,  at  twenty  minutes 
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pad  two,  the  diff anoe  being  about  ten  milet }  the  igoit  wbeitf 
the  baloon  firft  touched  the  ground  was  upon  the  propertf 
of  Sir  Archibald  Edroonfton,  Baroneti  of  Duntreatb^iMi  the 
farm  of  Eafter  Muckcroft 

Although  this  parifh  has  been  always  confpicttons  for  tta 
attachment  to  its  fovereign  ;  whether  of  the  Stewart  &nu« 
}]r,  as  in  the  lad  century,  or  of  the  Hanorerian  family,  as  in 
the  prefent  century ;  having  raifed  a  militia  both  in  the  years 
1715  and  1745, — ftiU  I  cailnot  help  taking  notice,  in  this 
Statiftical  Account  of  a  remarkable  hO.  relative  to  die  coa<r 
Ay£t  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftridl,  which  one- 
would  almoil  fay  contradids  the  opinion  of  their  loyalty. 
In  the  midft  of  the  moft  profound  peacei  and,  I  may  fay,  of 
the  moft  unparalelled  profperity  *,  all  at  once,  as  it  weie  by 
hichantment,  the  operative  part  of  this  community  conceit- 
ed  themfelves  to  be  groaning  under  the  moft  abje£l  flavcry. 
They  immediately  aflbciated  diemfelves  under  die  aj^Ua- 
tioil  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  :  The  firft  fociety  was  cen- 
ftituted  at  the  ^Iton  of  Campfie,  I  think,  upon  Tburfday 
the  8th  of  November  1 791 ;  the  fecond  was  conftituted  at 
New  Birbifton  of  Campfie,  the  Saturday  thereafter :  Two  o-> 
ther  focieties  were  attempted  to  be  formed  in  other  parts  of 
the  parifli :  1  believe,  however,  they  did  not  fucceed :  The 
two  former  met  often,  kept  books,  fubfcribed  fmall  fiuns  of 
money  for  purchafmg  political  pamphlets,  and  fent  delegates 
to  the  different  Conventions  met  at  Edinburgh.  Concerning 
the  impropriety  of  fuch  focieties,  the  laws  of  our  country  hath 
already  given  ample  teftimony.  It  may  not  be  improper, 
however,  in  the  Statiftical  Account  of  this  parifii,  to  give 
fome  defcription  of  the  people  which  compofed  thefe  focie* 
ties :  They  were  chiefly  formed  from  amongft  the  journey- 
men and  apprentices  at  the  different  print*  fields,  and  a  few 
operative  weavers  in  the  village  of  New  Birbifton,  moftly 
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ladft  from  17  yean  of  age  to  30 :  There  might  he  amongft 
them  a-  few  half  educated  peofrfe,  whofe  vanity  cotififted  m 
r^fikig  the  aftoniflunent  of  their  more  ignorant  com|>aniM% 
by  a  detail  of  political  grievanoea,  which  had  sever  etttsvid 
into  the  hearts  of  the  other  to  conceiTe ;  various  caufea  cohh* 
perated  to  render  Campfie  a  proper  hot-bed  for  fuch  folly. 

la  the  jUft  iplace,  t  confidence  degree  of  licentiottfneib 
hid  begun  to  prevail  in  thi$  diftriA^  owing  to  high  wages  ; 
and  ds  tie  (nfimc  of  Aich  weakh  had  been  rather  Ridden,  due 
fubordtMation  of  rank  was  ahnoft  totally  forgot.  In  Ae 
yii?Mn/ l^lace,  ii  Relief  meeting,  abotrt  to  years  ago,  being  e- 
rtAod  in  this  pafiflii  which  had  driwn  off  a  confideraUie  num^ 
bev  of  people  from  the  EftabRflhnent,  and  rendered  them,  ill 
fbme  meafurei  hoftile  to  the  the  powers  that  be  ;  and  I  am 
doubtful  but  the  i)nrit  of  iiinovaeion  was  encouraged  in  % 
certain  degree,  by  their  public  teachers,  with  a  view  to  \tk* 
ereafe  the  adherents  to  their  own  tabernacle.  In  the  ttiri 
place,  Mr  Muir,  advocate,  the  unfortunate  gentleman  who 
was  tried  for  fedition,  having  feme  connexions,  and  being 
wdl  acquainted  in  the  place,  was  naturally  induced  to  try  the 
power  of  his  eloquence  upon  the  inhabitants  ;  and  he  fucceed- 
ed.  If  to  thefe  caufes  we  add  the  particular  circumftance  of 
die  chara£ter  of  young  people  at  the  different  prihtlields  ^ 
ifien,  who  have  abundance  of  time  in  die  evenings  to  cabal 
together;  men,  too,  from  their  profeflion,  rather  given  to  wan« 
dering,  and  fbnd  of  novelty,  and  fomewhat  naturally  addic- 
ted to  form  affociations  againft  thehr  mailer's  authority  \  wb 
will  not  be  furprifed  that  Campfie  (hould  be  fo  often  knfcn^ 
tfoned  as  friendly  to  thefe  Jacobin  focieties. 

Mevenhekfs,  I  am  entitled  to  iay,  that  the  farmers  and  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  ^  there  being  no  fewer  thin  a^jiy 
people  in  the  pariih,)  were  remarkable  for  dieir  byalty,  and 
atutchment  to  Government :  They  very  early  formed  thern^ 
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{thfts  into  conftitutional  rocietiet,  for  the  defence  of  Govern'* 
ment,  and  publiihed  refolutions*  Notwithftanding  all  the 
buftle  which  was  occafioned  by  their  folly,  the  different  Ja- 
«i>bin  foccities  in  this  parifli  altogether,  never  contained  a* 
hove  fixty  perfons. 

Relative  Situation  cftie  Pari/b»~^l{  we  con4>are  the  fitua- 

tion  of  the  inhabitants  this  year  with  cenain  pcriodS}  either 

in  die  beginning  or  middle  of  this  century,  it  will  appear  re* 

markably  improved.   I  have  fubjoincd  a  table,  containing  the 

mod  remarkable  fa^s,  relative  to  parilh  ceconomics,  taken 

at  four  different  periods :    The  two  firft  I  cannot  fpeak  of 

from  my  own  obfervations ;  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  op^ 

portunities  I  have  had  of  being  made  acquainted  with  them, 

as  a  native  of  this  parifh,  1  can  affirm  that  the  fa£l8  are  fair* 

ly  ftated. 

Year  I7i4» 

ifi.  Only  three  cows  fatd  to  have  been  killed  for  winter 
beef  in  the  whole  parifti,  the  gentry  excepted,    * 

ai.  The  wages  of  a  man*fervant  for  half*a»ycar,  9L  Scots ; 
fome  of  the  bed  get  i  aU  Scots  \  a  woman-fervant,  61.  Scots 
for  haif-a-year. 

3^/,  No  wheaten  bread  eat  in  the  parilh. 

4/^1  No  inclofure  whatever  in  the  parifh,  except  about  gen- 
tlemen's  gardens  or  woods. 

5/ii,  No  catt  or  chaife  ^  the  gentry  rode  to  church  on  horfe- 
back. 

6/£,  All  broad  ploughs,  the  horfes  yoked  abreaft. 

'jtb,  The  men  wore  bonnets  and  plaids,  an4  plaiding  waift- 
coats,  and  plaiding  hofe  *,  no  EngHQi  cloth  whatever  was 
worn  by  the  inhabitants,  tlie  gentry  excepted. 
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Year  1744. 

ly?,  The  better  fort  of  farmers  joined  and  got  a  cow  for  a 
^i^inter  mai't,  betwixt  two  of  them  -;  the  price  then  being 
thirty  five  or  forty  fhillings  only  for  a  fat  cow. 

2J4  No  chaife  was  as  yet  kept  in  the  pari(h  ;  fome  few  carts, 
but  thefe  were  only  ufed  to  carry  out  manure  in  the  .  fpring ; 
the  wheels  were  not  (hod  with  iron  ;  and  the  moment  the 
manure  was  cairied  out,  thefe  timber  wheels  were  taken 
down  till  next  fpring. 

3i/,  Perhaps  about  five  or  fix  inclofures  were  made  in  the 
parifli :  it  mud  be  owned,  though  few,  they  were  moft  fub« 
ftantially  built  \  they  remain  entire  and  firm  to  this  day. 

^^thl  No  wheaten  bread*,  no  Engliih  cloth  ufed  by  the  in-* 
habitsmts. 

5/A,  A  man  fervant's  wages  were  from  thirty  (hillings  to 
two  pounds  per  half  year  5  a  woman's,  from  nine  pound  Scots 
to  one  pound  Sterling  %-  fervants  in  this  period  uniformly  got 
a  pair  of  hofe  and  ihoes  befides  their  fee. 

6thy  No  potatoes,  carrots,  or  turnips,  &c.  were  ufed  by  the 
inhabitants,  only  a  few  kail  were  planted  in  their  yards,  for 
the  pot. 

Year  1759. 

\ftt  Carts  were  become  more  numerous,  there  being  then 
about  twenty  in  the  pari(h,  their  wheels  (hod  with  iron. 

id.  The  broad  plough  (lill  continued  in  many  placei, 
though,  in  general,  the  horfes  were  now  yoked,  two  and  two ; 
(llII  there  were  no  fanners  for  the  milns  or  barns,  the  farmers 
being  obliged  to  winnow  the  corn  in  the  fields. 

3^,  A  man-fenrant  came  now  to  receive  fifty  (hillings  and 
three  pounds  Sterling  per  half  year  j  and  a  woman  twenty 
five  or  thirty  (hillings  only  per  half  year. 

4/^,  There  were  now  two  wheeled  chaifes  in  the  parifh ; 
iiid  £ngli(h  cloth  began  to  be  worn  occafionally  by  the  bet« 
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ter  Ibrt  of  people,  along  with  worfted  ftockings,  and  backkt 
in  their  (hoes* 

5#by  Potatoes  ftill  were  only  cidtiTated  in  lazy  beds. 

6th^  Very  decent  farmers  thought  it  neoeflary  to  hare  fbnie 
part  of  a  fat  oow  or  a  few  (hecp  falted  up  for  winter  (lore. 

Ith^  By  the  leafes  granted  by  the  proprietors  of  land  at  this 
time,  the  tenants  were  taken  bound  to  inclofe  fome  part  of 
the  farm ;  ftill  there  was  no  fowo  grafs  in  the  parifli,  and  the 
cattle  grazed  promifcoufly  in  the  winter  feafon. 

SrA,  There  were  no  clocks  in  the  pari(h,  except  in  the  houfes 
«f  the  gentry  and  principal  inhabitstnts. 

'  Year  1794. 

ijlf  There  are  nearly  two  hundred  carts  in  the  parifb,  pcr- 
fe£Uy  equipped  for  any  draught. 

%4%  There  are  four  poft-chai(es,  and  three  coaches,  and  one 
two  wheeled  chaife,  kept  by  the  gentry,  in  the  proper  ftyle. 

3^,  The  wages  of  a  man-fervant  is  betwixt  five  pounds  and 
fo  pounds  per  half  year  1  and  a  woman's  fron  two  to  three 
pounds  ditto. 

4/i&,  Potatoes  is  now  univerfally  ufed  by  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple, for  at  leaft  fix  months  m  the  year. 

^tbf  Wheaten  bread  is  now  uaiverfaUy  ufed  by  every  de- 
fcriptioii  of  people  \  there  being  no  Isfii  than  two  bakers  fU- 
tiooary  in  the  pariib,  beildf s  fome  hundred  pounds  value  of 
wheaten  hre^  brpngiu  anwi^y  firom  KirkiatiUoeh  and  Gla£* 
gow« 

6th  There  have  been  near  three  hundred  fiit  eowe  killed 
annually  about  the  Martinmais  twe  for  winter  provtfion ; 
beiides  the  mutton,  beef,  and  bmb,  killed  through  the  foafon, 
^j  two  but(iiers  rcfiding  in  the  paoQi, 
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7/A,  Every  lad  now  drcflcs  in  EngHih  cloaths  and  fancy  vefls, 
with  thread  or  cotton  (lockings ;  and  every  girl  in  cotton  ftuflTj 
black  filk  cloaks  and  fancy  bonnets. 

8/A,  The  quantity  of  liquor  drunk  in  the  feventeen  pub- 
lic houfes  in  this  parifli  niuft  be  very  great  indeed ;  ^as,  I 
have  been  told  that  four  and  five  pounds,  at  a  reekoaihg^  have 
been  coUeded  from  a  company  of  journeymen  and  apprenti- 
ces on  a  pay  night.  , 

9/^1  The  houfes  of  every  decent  inhabitant  of  this  pnrifli, 
confift  at  leaft  of  a  kitchen  and  one  room,  generally  two 
rooms,  ceiled  above,  and  often  laid  with  deal  floors,  with  ele- 
gant glafs  windows ;  and  I  believe,  few  of  the  tradefmen  fit 
down  tt>  dinner  without  fiefh  meat  on  the  table,  and  malt  li- 
quor to  drink :  Such  is  the  relative  (ituation  of  a  parifli  in 
the  year  1 794,  when  fome  defigning  people  ufcd  every  ef- 
fort to  convince  them,  that  they  were  poor,  and  mifcrable, 
and  enjlaved* 

Advantages  and  Disadvantages.'^Thc  advantages  of  this 
pariQi  have  been  confidered  as  of  a  very  fuperior  kind  :  The 
foil  is  naturally  dry  5  the  dreams  of  water  for  bleaching  and 
driving  machinery  are  numerous  ;  the  quantity  of  coal  and 
lime  is  inexhauftible  ;  it  is  completely  interfered  by  excellent 
roads  5  and,  it  is  believed,  that  it  is  able  to  fupply  itfclf  with 
all  the  neceflaries  of  life ;  and,  confidering  the  number  of 
ftrangers  which  take  up  their  refidence  amongft  us,  we  are  led 
to  believe,  that  few  places  are  more  comfortable  to  the  inferior 
dafs  of  people ;  Glafgow  affording  a  ready  market  for  the 
produce  both  of  their  farms  and  their  induftry. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  dcir- 
eil  plaees  in  Scotland  for  all  forts  of  living,  and  particularly 
ib  for  thofe  who  live  upon  fixed  incomes  i  and  I  am  likewife 
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inclined  to  believe,  from  the  turn  that  the  young  people  have 
taken  to  manufaflures,  that  farmers  have  rather  found  it  dif- 
ficult to  procure  fervants  and  labourers  for  the  purpofes  of 
cultivating  the  land  :  Perhaps  it  will  be  the  Intercft  both  of  the 
landlords  and  the  farmers,  to  fall  upon  fome  mode  of  mana- 
gement which  may  countcraft  this  growing  evil. 


NUMBER 
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Extent  and  Siiiuitian* 


T. 


HE  liland  of  StrOnfay  is  five  computed  miles  long,  and  al- 
»noll  as  broid  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  fo  indented  with  bays,  that 
there  is  nd  part  of  the  ifland  above  one  mile  from  the  fea. 
This,  with  the  fmall  ifland  of  Pap.i,  the  extent  of  which, 
round  the  fliorcs,  is  about  three  miles;  and  with  the  Hohns, 
ax  pafture  iflands,  comprehends  what  is  now  termed  the  pa- 
rith  of  Stronfiy.  The  iil^nd  of  Eday;  which  is  about  the 
centre  df  the  North  i(lcs  of  Orkney,  has  rapid  tides,  which 
Wafli  the  Eaft  and  Weft  fides  of  it ;  thefe  occafion  eddies 
on  the  North  and  South  ends,  to  which  circumftancc,  it  prcv^ 
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bably  owes  it$  name.    It  is  computed  to  be  fivr  miles  loiig^ 
and  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  broad  f  * 

Sea  Coafl^  Harbours^  isfc. — ^The  ifland  of  Stronfay  has  Gx 
principal  ncfTes ;  viz.  Huipsnefs,  Griccnefs,  Odnefs,  Lam* 
nefs,  1  ornefs,  and  Linksnefs.  The  refemblance  in  found 
which  two  of  thcfc,  Tornefs  and  Odnefs,  have  to  Thor  and 
Woden,  the  Teutonic  Deities,  leaves  room  to  conjeAure  their 
derivation. 

There  are  two  promontories,  Borrowhead  on  the  South 
Bad,  and  Rothesholm  ( Ronfum)  head  on  the  South  Weft} 
this  was  of  old  called  Rodneip  or  Rodimmhead. 

The  other  parts  of  fea  coaft  or  (horcs  about  this  ifland»  con- 
fift  partly  of  three  fandy  bays ;  one  on  the  Eaft,  the  Milxi- 
bay ;  one  on  the<  South,  the  bay  of  Holland ;  and  one  on 
Weft,  the  bay  of  Erigarth  or  Weft  Wick.  The  fandy  beachci 
of  the  two  firft  mentioned,  extend  each  a  mile  in  length  ^ 
that  of  the  laft  not  fo  much,  except  at  low  water  of  fpring 
tides  ;  and  confift  partly  of  ikerries,  (flat  rocks,  over  which 
the  fea  Sows  and  ebbs  4)  which>  with  the  (hores  of  the  neiics, 

and 


f  This,  with  the  Ifle  of  Fairay,  which  i»  about  one  mile  lon^,  and  klithaul 
half  a  mile  broad,  an4  with  the  Holmes,  comprehends  the  parilh  of  Edaj. 
To  the  pariih  of  Stronfay,  the  four  holms  called  Auikerry,  MuUe  iitnga  or 
Holm  of  Midgarth,  Little  Ling*  and  Holm  of  Httip.  do  belong^ ;  and  to  the 
parifh  of  Eday  five;  Vf2,  Calf  of  Eday,  Mukle  Green  Holm,  Little  Greea 
Holm,  Holm  of  Fairay  and  Red- holm.  So  the  number  of  illands,  greatj 
and  fmall,  in  this  didrid,  amounts  to  no  lefs  than  thirteen.  This  diftrid  has 
the  ifland  of  Sanday  on  the  North,  the  Fair  Ifle  on  the  North  Baft ;  (at  the 
manft,  ijcuated  on  the  N,  E.  fide  of  Stronfay,  this  ifle  may  be  difltnAly  ftefl, 
when  the  flcy  it  clear  and  wind  eaflerly,  although  about  thirty  fix  miles  dif. 
tant ;)  the  Gcrrman  Ocean  on  the  Eaft,  the  united  pari(hes  of  Deernefs  and 
St.  Andrews  on  the  South ;  the  pari(h  of  Shapinlkay  on  the  South  Well  3 
the  united  pariflies  of  Ren^y  and  Eglifhay  on  the  Weft ;  asd  the  noited  p»> 
rifli^  ef  Wcftray  and  Papa  Wcftray,  on  the  North  Wefl. 
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and  South  Weft  promontory  above  mentioned,  produces 
great  quantities  of  tang,  or  fsa-wccd,  fit  for  the  kelp  manu- 
fa<fiuTC. 

On  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  little  kelp  can  be  made,  at 
few  fkerries  ly  there  to  produce  tang*  The  water  is  deep 
nigh  the  (hore,  and  the  rocks  abrupt,  owing  perhaps  to  tlicii^ 
having  no  (belter  from  the  German  Ocean. 

The  ridge  or  rifing  ground,  which  runs  almoft  the  length 
of  the  ifland  from  North  to  South,  hath  its  furfacc  covered 
with  fliort  heath,  where  it  has  not  been  cut  up  lately  for  turf 
or  feuel ;  the  foil  is  a  Avf^  friable,  blackifh  earth ;  the  bottom 
clay,  mixed  with  fmall  ftones,  and  in  many  places  gravelly 
and  (hallow.  The  cxpence  of  cultivating  fuch  a  fubje£Vi 
might  perhaps  nearly  equal  its  value  when  improved.  It  is 
the  common  pifture  or  out-freedom  of  all  the  farms  and  . 
houfes  adjacent  to  it.  The  Mill-dam  divides  this  from  the 
common  pafture  of  the  farms  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
which  common  is  covered  with  gra(s  of  a  mean  quality ;  but 
as  it  has  greater  dcepnefs  of  foil  than  the  other  common,  and 
a  bottom  of  tough  clay,  it  might  probably  recompencc  morf 
liberally  the  bbour  and  expence  of  the  improver  j:. 

The 


\  Of  oM,  the  corn  fields,  aod  fuch  gnfi  at  was  efteemeil  Taluable,  oq  thk 
ifland,  were  feparated  from  the  commons,  nowdefcribcd,by  hill-dykes,  (as  they 
are  ufuatty  termed,)  biiik  of  feal  or  tarf,  which  are  kept  up  through  Ork* 
oey  ia  general  to  this  day.  A  confiderable  proportion  of  the  hill-dykes  of  chit 
ifland  were  fuffered  to  faU  into  difrepair,  about  thirty  yeais  ago,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Thomaa  Balfour,  of  Huip,  an  heritor  in  this  ifland,  who  died  about 
fcven  years  ago.  He  was  of  opjnioo,  that  the  expence  of  keeping  up  thcfe 
dykes,  was  greater  than  the  advantage  derived  from  them  ;  but  this  opinion 
is  not  univerfally  acquiefced  in  by  the  inhabitants. 

AH  the  nclTes  above  mentioned,  except  LinkCnefs,  (of  which  under  the  ar- 
ticle (Ute  of  agriculture,  &c.}  are  appropriated  for  (beep  p^iUure,  on  the  reC- 
Ipeaive  iflhnuiilci  of  which  ne(&s,hilUlykeaarc  ftill  kept  in  repair,  to  prevent 
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The  fmatl  ifland  of  Papa  Stronfay,  lying  flat  with  corii 
fields,  which  hive  been  ftimulated  by  plenty  of  \i-arc,  to  raifc 
luxuriant  crops  of  grnin,  lyes  on  the  North  Eaft  fide  of 
Stronfay,  is  feparated  from  it  by  a  narrow  found,  over  which 
two  men  can  row  a  fmall  boat  in  five  minutes,  and  adds  a 
varigated  beauty  to  the  profpe£l  on  that  Gde. 

The  ifland  of  Eday,  confiillng  chiefly  of  hills  of  a  mode- 
rate  height,  and  pretty  extenfivc*,  had  been  much  ufed  of  old 
for  pafture,  as  appears  from  ancient  rentals,  ( 1 598  and  pre- 
cecdingO  in  which,  a  great  proportion  of  its  rent  is  charged 
in  butter  and  &t?i\.  Three  fourths  of  it,  at  leaft,  confift  of 
out-frcedum,  or  common  padure,  to  this  day }  this  common 
is  covered  moftly  with  heath  rr,  which,  in  fome  places,  thongh 
not  in  general,  is  pretty  long,  and  is  divided  from  the  grafs 
and  corn  fields,  by  hill-dykes,  as  in  tlie  days  of  yore.  On 
this  common,  a  confiderable  number  of  flieep,  befidcs  horfes^ 

black 

the  Ihcep  from  flraylnp  over  the  iiland  in  fummcr  and  harreft;  (the  ocf* 
Jhcep  have  no  hcrdi;)  hut,  during  the  winter,  and  more  than  half  thcfprin^; 
fhcy  hate  full  freedom  to  graze  at  large  over  the  iHand.  Borrowhcad,  and 
Rothcsholm  arc  alfo  fhcep  walk* ;  the  latter  of  which,  being  of  great  extent* 
comprehends  the  whole  peat  mofs  in  the  ifland  of  Stronfay,  from  which  tnoft 
the  inhabitants  have,  for  time  immemorial,  been  in  ufe  to  caft  peats  or  turf 
for  firing,  on  paying  a  fmall  acknowledgement  in  money  or  fervices,  to  the 
tenant  or  poiTefibr  of  the  farm  of  Rothcsholm. 

The  commons,  and  Oieep  pafture  above  defcribed,  arc  reckoned  to  be  near- 
ly two  thirds  of  the  whole  ifland.  The  other  third  forms  the  flcirts  or  bor. 
der-t  of  it ;  where  Nature's  fimple  variety  hath  hitherto  been  but  Uttle  eri« 
croached  on  by  the  rcguhr  uniformity  of  art.  Com  fields,  of  dilFercnt  (hapea 
and  fizes,  which  field**,  no  man  living  ever  faw  in  pafture,  interfpcrfcd  with 
a  proportional  extent  of  grafs  of  different  qualities,  grafs  which  bears  no 
traces  of  having  ever  been  in  tillage ;  thcfc  ei^ibic  a  fcene  not  implcafant, 
in  the  months  of  fummer  and  harveft. 

The  fidds  too,  of  natural  grafs,  even  in  winter,  retain  a  degree  of  lively 
tcidurc,  fuperior  to  thofe  in  many  of  the  interior  parts  of  Scotland.  It  is  ob* 
fcrvable,  that  the  flatter  any  of  thofe  iflands  are  found  to  be,  the  better,  ufar* 
cHy,  is  the  quality  of  their  grafs,  aod  the  more  lively  their  verdure.  . 
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black  cattle,  5cc.  graze  at  large.  Their  number,  it  is  fup- 
pofcd,  might  be  greatly  increafed,  and  the  breed  improved, 
were  proper  fhcphcrds  to  take  charge  of  them.  The  corn 
and.grafs  fields  which  He  along  the  fklrts  of  the  ifland,  are 
interrupted  by  the  common  pafturc,  which,  in  fonic  places, 
runs  a'  great  way  along  the  (bores  *. 

There  are  two  commodious  harbours  or  road-ftcads,  iii 
the  ifland  of  Stronfisy,  fafe  for  (hipping  at  all  fcafohs,  and 
in  all  weathers  ;  viz  1^,  Ling,  a  found  on-  the  Weft  fide 
well  (licltercd  by  Mukle  Ling,  or  holm  of  Midgarth  from 
wcftcrly  winds,  and  from  all  other  winds  by  the  ifland  itfclf. 
This  harbour  has  two  entries,  a  South  Weft  and  a  North 
Weft  entry  5  through  the  South  Weft  one,  which  is  the 
wideft,  large  vcSch  may  eafily  pafs,  with  the  afliftance  of  a 
pilot,  and  can  ride  on  four  fathoms  water  2f/,  Papa  found, 
on  the  North  Eaft  fide  of  Stronfay,  (heltered  by  the  fmall 
ifland  of  Papa  Stronfay  \  there  are  two  entries,  one  from  the 

North 

*  The  fea  eoad  Is  various,  fandjr,  Aoncy,  gravelly,  and,  in  fomc  placc%  o« 
the  South  Weft  and  North  fidcf,  hold,  from  4  ^  to  ten  fathoma.  'i*he  water, 
though  not  very  deep,  waihes  the  feet  of  thefe  precipices.  The  rcmaininj|r 
puts  of  fea  coaft  are  low  rocks  or  (kcrrics,  covered  with  tang,  of  which  a 
confidcrable  quantity  of  kelp  is  nianufadurcd  annually.  Eday  lies  Weft  froDi 
Stronfay.  The  found  which  feparatcs  thefc  iflands  is  abo^t  three  miles  over 
at  the  Ferry. 

Fairay  lies  Weft  from  £nay,  at  the  diftancc  of  a  mile  and  half,  the  Weft 
£de  of  which  is  expofed  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  nifties  with  great  ra- 
pidity through  Weftray  Firth :  ThU  iniet  of  fea  feparatcs  the  iflands  «»f  Weft* 
lay  on  the  }4orth,  and  Roufay  on  the  South  ;  From  this  caufe,  the  ifl;:nd  of 
Fairay  is  much  expofed  to  have  its  crops  of  grain  damaged  by  the  fpray  of 
the  fea.  This  ifland,  and  two  holms  appertaining  to  it,  are  well  adapted  for 
the  pafture  of  cattle  or  ftieep;  and  tang  grows  on  fomc  of  its  flioret,  for  the 
manofaAore  of  kelp. 

The  three  holmes  which  belong  to  the  ifland  of  Eday  ;  and  the  four  which 
belong  to  the  ifland  of  Stronfay,  do  all  produce  excellent  pafture  for  flieep, 
for  fome  finall  horfes  and  for  black  cattle  which  tlie  tenants  tranfport  Wf 
h«at,  from  the  inhabited  iflancfs,  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  carry  back 
Vy  tbf  toe  conveyance  about  the  end  of  September, 


39^  Statijlical  Account 

North  Weft,  which  is  the  wideft  and  fafeft ;  and  the  othev 
from  the  Eaft  \  a  (Iranger,  however,  would  require  a  pilot,  as 
the  Weft  entry  is  intricate,  and  the  Eaft  one  narrow  and 
dangerous.  Small  vefTcls  can  ride  here  fifely  at  all  feafons. 
There  are  bays  alio  on  the  Eaft,  South,  Weft,  and  North 
Weft  fides,  in  which  veftels  may  drop  anchor,  and  ride  fafc- 
ly,  if  the  wind  do  not  blow  ftrong  on  (hore.  There  arc  two 
good  harbours  or  road  fteads  in  tlie  ifland  of  Eday  ;  FairC- 
nefs  Sound,  on  the  Weft  fide,  flielteied  by  the  fmall  iflc  of 
Fairay,  and  Calf  Sound,  on  the  North  end,  Iheltered  by  the 
Calf  of  E^day.  Veflcls  of  great  burden  may  ride  at  anchor 
fafely  in  thefe  road-fteads,  each  of  which  has  the  advantage 
of  two  entries.  There  is  alfo  a  bay  on  the  South  end  of  E-* 
day,  where  veiTels  may  ride  fafely,  if  the  wind  do  not  blow 
ftrong  on  (hdre. 

State  of  Property. — ^The  iflands  of  Orkney  anciently  belong* 
ed  to  the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway ;  but  on  the  mar* 
riage  of  Margaret,  the  princefs  royal,  about  the  year  14^8,  to 
the  King  of  Scotland,  with  whom  he  was  to  receive  50,000 
florins  of  the  Rhine ;  the  iflands  of  Orkney  and  Shetland 
were  mortgaged  for  that  fum,  and  afterwards  annexed  to  the 
Crown  of  Scotland.  It  was  ftipulated,  that  the  laws  and  pri«, 
tilcges  of  the  inhabitants  (hould  remain  inviolable. 

That  fome  traces  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  language,  and 
laws  of  the  Norwegians,  are  ftill  to  be  found  in  thefe  iflands, 
may  be  naturally  cxpe£kcd ;  owing  to  which,  improvements^ 
in  farming,  and  other  arts,  have  been  fcvcrely  checked  or 
much  retarded  \  and  the  ftate  of  property,  of  courfc>  influen- 
ced in  no  fmalLdegree,  even  to  this  day. 

Heritable  property  in  Orkney  may  be  confidcrcd  as  divld* 
cd  into  Kings  lands,  kirk  lands,  and  udal  lands.  The  whole 
r^pts  of  the  firft  mentioned,  being  demefne  lands,  were  an- 
ciently 
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cietitly  paid  to  the  fovereign  :  Thcfe,  in  procefs  of  time,  were 
fcued  by  the  Crown  or  its  donators,  in  parcels  to  the  tenants, 
or  others  who  had  intereft  to  procure  them  ;  which  feus  they 
in  general  obtained  for  payment  of  the  old  rental.  In  fomc 
inftanccs,  for  a  fmall  augmentation  of  the  rental ;  and  in  o* 
thcrs,  with  a  dcdu£lion  thtrefrom :  the  reafon  afligned  for 
which  laft,  is,  the  lands  were  dear,  and  like  to  ly  ley  for 
want  of  tenants. 

The  kirk  lands  were  in  fimilar  circumftances,  and  were 
feued  in  like  manner  of  old,  by  ecclefiaftics  or  church- men, 
for  the  old  rental  or  thereby.  -  Some  of  the  udal  lands  pay 
a  fmall  proportion  of  yearly  rent  to  the  King,  and  to  t;he 
kirk ;  and  fome  of  them  do  not  pay  any  thing  to  one  or  to  the 
ther.  hiftances  of  all  tliefe  fpecialities  are  to  be  found  in 
this  diftria*. 
Vol.  XV.  3  E  The 

*  The  tratfa  of  thcfe  obfervations  wUl  appear,  by  examiniog  a'  complete 
rectal  book,  of  the  whole  lands  in  Orkney  and  Shetland,  made  up  in  1S9^'* 
by  James  Law,  bifliop  of  Orkney,  which  was  entered  and  n  utcd  in  Exche- 
quer, on  the  x8th  November  1617,  and  is  ftill  extant  in  the  Repiftcr  Office. 
More  than  ao  years  after  faid  rental  was  made  up,  namely,  in  the  year  1621, 
Orkney  heritors  were  denominated,  in  their  public  records,  to  be  "  mcail 
*•  men,  and  farmourcifc,  and  payers  of  the  riggs  of  the  rental."  They  had  con- 
tinued, it  fcems,  topofTefs  the  farmsj  or  parcels  of  landi,  which  they  and  their 
fjrcfitbers  had  feued,  or  had  let  them  to  their  principal  fcrvants,  or  dcpen. 
dv*nt%  with  the  ileel-bow  ;  that  it,  the  (locking  of  the  farmi»,  fuch  as  borfes^ 
black  cattle,  flieep,  labouring  inftrumenta,  and  even  houfehold  furniture.  For 
^'hich  fiArms  and  ft  eel- bow,  tenants  of  this  dcfcriptioD  become  bound  to  pay 
Ihe  old  rental,  or  fcu-dttty,  and  fuch  additional  rent  as  the  land  could  bear. 
At  this  period,  and  long  after,  the  fcuers  lived  in  tertns  of  fodal  intcrcourfc 
and  familiarity  with  their  tenants;  for  maintaining  and  perpetuating  of  which. 
annual  entertainments,  confiding  of  the  beft  viands  which  the  farms  pro- 
duccd,  were  chearfully  given  by  the  tenants  to  their  landlord?,  during  the 
Chrtftmas  holy  days :  Thde  entertainments,  called  biimmacks,  ftrengthened 
snd  confirmed  the  bonds  of  mutual  confidence,  attachment,  and  regard, 
rhich  ought  to  fubfifl*  between  thofe  ranks  of  men.    As  an  inflance  of^ 

Irhichi 


55>4  Statiflical  Account 

The  pni£llce  adopted  by  many^  of  giving  Oiort  leafes  ©f 
of  farms,  by  others  of  giving  no  leafes,  and  by  all  of  giving 
x^xs  fcanty  chcouragem^nt  to  meliorate  the  foil,  on  the  part 
of  the  heritors ;  and,  on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  a  pertinacious 
adherence  to  old  cuiloms,  and  to  the  method  of  fanning  ufed 
in  Orkney,  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago,  have  hitherto 
been  found  great  obftrudions  to  improvements  in  Agricul- 
ture. 

Many  Oikney  eftates  arc  of  fmall  extent :  Parcels  of  land» 
belonging  to  one  heritor,  ly  interfperfed,  or  run-rig  with 
thofc  belonging  to  other  heritors,  one  or  more.  Hie  udal 
tenures,  by  which  many  fmall  portions  of  land  are  held,  ren* 
der  their  conveyance  cheap  and  eafy,  and  fuch  property,  ia 
fome  refpe£ls  precarious ;  for  who  can  deny,  that  the  poor 
man's  little  ewe  lamb  is  much  expofed  to  be  carried  off  with 
tlie  large  flocks  of  his  wealthy  neighbours  ;  or,  to  be  fccrct- 
ly  devoured  by  fome  bead  of  prey,  or  ravenous  bird  || . 

MamifaEiwre 

^hich,  on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  the  folloiw-ing  pra«dtce  was  introdaced; 
The  tenants  wives  went  regularly,  about  the  term  of  Lammas,  to  the 
feuars  wives,  their  landbdies,  with  prcr(;;its  of  butter,  cheefe,  eggs,  &c. 
hence  called  Lammas  prefents.  The  Chriftmas  bunimaclu  are  almoft  uni- 
vctfally  difcontinued ;  but,  in  fome  inflances,  the  heritors  have,  in  lieu  of  ac- 
cepting fuch  cntc^rtainmcnts,  fubftituttd  a  certain  quantity  of  meal  and  malt 
to  be  paid  to  them  annually  by  the  tenants.  The  pradice  of  giving  annual 
prefents  at  Lammaa  is  not  univerfally  kept  up  by  the  tenants  wives  ;  5uc 
there  are  not  wanting  inftances  where  it  is  ftilt  (bund  to  fubfifL 

Heritors  and  tenants  are  now  become  more  wealthy  than  their  anceilors. 
The  ileel-bow,  or  flocking  on  the  farms,  hath,  in  general,  been  purchafed  hy 
the  tenants,  and  a  recent  influx  of  wealth,  chiefly  owing  to  the  manufaAore 
of  kelp,  hath  occafioncd  a  very  great  change  in  this  country,  on  the  (late  of 
hndcd  property,  mode  of  living,  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  The  ancient  prai&ice  of  ereifling  fcal  or  turf  dykes,  which  require  a^* 
nual  repairs,  around  their  grafs  aird  corn  land,  at  the  joint  ezpcnce  of  the  pof- 
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ManirfaElure  of  Kelp — ^This  valuable,  and,  as  it  may  now 
be  confidered,  ftapic  commodity  of  Orkney,  (was  fiift  of  all 
in  this  county  manufafturcJ  in  the  ifland  of  Stronfay,  by 
James  Fea,  heritable  proprietor  of  Whitehall,)  and  Wadfet- 
ter  of  North  Strynrie,  in  the  year  1722.  This  was  a  gentle- 
man of  an  cntcrprifing  fpint,'who  brought  a  njan  of  the  name 
of  Meldrum,  from  Frafersburgh,  to  introduce  kelp  burnini]; 
in  Orkney  ;  Mcldrum,  taking  the  Orkney  inhabitants  to  be  an 
Ignorant  and  fuperftitious  race  of  men,  pretended  that  the  kelp 
afhes  would  not  acquire  fuch  a  hard  and  folid  confiftence  as 
was  rcquifite,  unlefs  a  certain  powder  was  thrown  into  the 
kelp  kiliie  before  it  was  raked,  accompanied  with  certain  myf- 
terious  words,  to  the  ufe  of  which  powder  and  myfterious 
words,  he  claimed  an  exclufive  right  in  that  ifland. 

He,  however,  foon  found,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Stronfay 

had  more  penetration  and  lefs  fuperftition,  than  to  be  long 

hood- winked  in  this  manner  \  for  they  found,  on  trial,  that  the 

3  E  2  kelp 

fcfTors,  In  order  to  kcfp  off  their  own  and  their  neighbours  horfc%  yield  cat-, 
tie,  fwine,  &c.  in  fununer  and  harveft ;  is  fliU  adhered  to  more  or  Jefs,  in 
mod  of  the  Orkney  iflands.  The  general  cu(lpm.of  allowing  their  com  land 
to  I7  vnmolefted,  during  the  winter,  and  until  the  weather  fec^  in  fair  in 
fphngy  which  it  feldom  does  before  March  or  April ;  after  which,  their  whole 
agricultoral  labour  muft  be  executed,  before  the  Icelp  feafon  begins,  in  the 
month  of  May,  or  be  done  afterwards  in  a  very  fuperiicial  manner;  from 
which  csufet,  an  extra  nnmber  of  fervanu  and  horfea  become  necciTary, 
which  cendf  greatly  to  iacrcafe  the  expence  of  labour  to  the  Orkney 
farmer.  The  confiderablc  heritors  in  Orkney,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
have  either  removed  with  their  famflies,  from  their  manfiOiis  in  the  country, 
to  refide  in  Kirkwall,  the  only  Royal  Burgh  n  Orkney;  arhaye,  with  their 
families,  left  the  county  altogether ;  andtherofore,  they  iind  few  oppertunL- 
tiet  of  attending  to  the  proceedings  or  rewarding  the  meritorious  exertions 
of  their  tenants.  From  thefc  circumftances,  the  prcfent  unimproved  ftatc  of 
the  country  in  general,  may  be  eafilf  accounted  for. 

Inftcad  of  improving  the  foil,  the  heritors  and  tenant*  in  Or  kney,  have . 
for  many  years  paA,  direded  their  attention  lo  the  manufsdurc  of  kelp. 
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kelp  afhes,  merely  by  the  labour  ufiially^  adhibited  pofterior 
to  this  myftical  application^  became  equally  folid  and  good 
in  quality,  without,  as  witli  the  aid  of  the  magical  words  and 
powder. 

This  commodity  fold  for  feveral  years  pollerior  to  the 
date  before  mentioned^  to  a  bottle^maker  at  Newcaftle,  for 
3  1.  Sterling  per  ton  of  20  cwt. ;  but  the  manufacturers, 
or  their  employersi  defirous  to  make  as  much  as  poflible  by 
this  new  concern,  began  to  adulterate  the  kelp  aflies,  by  mix- 
ing  fmall  ftones  or  fand  therewith ;  which  impofition  being 
foon  difcovercd,  the  price  was  reduced  to  2I.  10  s.,  and  the 
ton  flied  at  2 1  cwt',  which  hath  ever  Hnce  been  held  the 
the  weight  of  a  ton  of  kelp.  The  lail  mentioned  price  con- 
tinued for  about  20  years,  to  be  tlie  rate  fot  which  it  fold, 
at  an  average  \  during  which  perioil,  the  annual  quantity  did 
not  exceed  400  tons. 

In  the  year  1744,  kelp  fell  fo  low,  that  Mr  Thomas  Bal- 
four, then  a  merchant,  and  afterwards  heritor  of  the  lands 
of  Huip  and  others  in  Stronfay,  boughr  a  fmall  cargo  of  it, 
;it  20  8.  and  20  s.  6d.  per  ton  in  Orkney,  carried  it  to  New- 
caftle,  and  fold  it  there  for  the  current  prices ;  and,  on  ba- 
lancing accompts,  found,  that  he  had  loft  15  pet  cent  by  the 
adventure;  as  the  author  h^th  often  heard  him  declare. 
For  nineteen  years  afterwards,  the  average  quantity  was  a- 
bout  700  tons,  price  2  1.  10  s.  The  heritors  of  tliis  diftridl 
had  about  one  tenth  of  the  whole  quantity  annually  made  in 
Orkney ;  for  each  ton  of  which,  the  heritors  drew  about  20s. 
the  makers  and  purchafers  the  remainder. 

In  1763,  a^d  for  15  years  foUowing»  the  average  quantity 
made  annually  in  Orkney,  was  1800  tons.  Of  whkh|  the 
heritors  in  this  diftri£t  have  about  180. 

The  heritors,  in  general,  during  this  period,  became  mcr- 
ch^pts  of  their  own  kelp,  or  fold  it  on  commifTion.   The  an- 

iiual 
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zraal  average  price  at  market  was  4!.  4  s%  Sterling  \  the  price 
of  making  was  raifed  to  about  26  &•  and  freight  iz  s.  per 
ton. 

The  heritors  and  kelp  proprietors  of  this  diftri£l>  drew  an- 
nually about  350 1.  The  tenants  and  makers  about  230 1.  The 
rems^nder  went  for  freight  and  comnaiffion. 

In  1778,  and  for  fourteen  year*  after,  the  average  quanti- 
ty annually  burnt  in  Orkney,  wa«  3000  tons,  at  6 1.  per  ton. 
The  heritors  of  this  diftrift  had  about  300.  The  price  of 
making  was  raifed  to  1 1.  15  s.  per  ton,  of  which  rife  the 
tenants  chiefly  reaped  the  benefit.  The  heritors  and  kelp 
proprietors  of  this  diftrifl,  drew  annnally  about  1050 1.  The 
tenants  527  1.  The  remainder  went  for  freight  and  com- 
miiBon. 

In  X792,  the  extraordinary  good  feafon  for  the  growth  of 
fca  weeds,  of  which  kelp  is  made,  and  for  the  manufaftur- 
ing  of  it,  produced  in  this  .diftiift,  to  the  incumbent's  certain 
knowledge  or  beil  information,  no  lefs  a  quantity  than  400 
tons;  when,  at  the  fame  time,  the;whole  Orkney  iflands  did 
4iot  produce  above  4,000  tons.  It  is  in  this  ratio,  therefore, 
that  he  has  calculated  the  produce  of  this  diftrifl  from  the 
year  1 744,  during  the  feveral  fubfequent  periods  above  fpe- 
cified,  and  60  tons,  the  average  quantity  annually  produced 
preceding  that  date  \  which,  in  the  earlieft  period,  is  a  fome-* 
what  larger  proportion,  which  Stronfay  (where  kelp  was 
firft  manufaftured  in  Orkney,)  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  have  produced. 

In  1 793,  the  feafon  proved  rainy  and  unfavourable  for 
kelp.  This  diftricl  did  not  produce  above  300  tons,  price 
in  Orkney  4  L  per  ton.  The  heritors  and  kelp  proprietors 
drew  775  1.;  the  tenants  and  kelp  makers,  525  1.  Sterling, 
clear  of  all  dedudions,  being  in  the  fame  proportions  as 
the  year  preceding, 

This 
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This  fcafbn,  1 794,  being  remarkably  farourable  for  kelp 
burning,  promifes  an  abundant  crop  in  Orkney,  which  vazf 
equal,  or  perhaps  exceed  that  of  179a. 

The  quantities  of  kelp  made,  with  the  average  prices  at 
the  diflerent  periods  above  fpecified,  arc  taken,  in  a  great  nica- 
fure,  from  the  information  given  by  the  Orkney  gentlemen 
in  the  year  1766  to  Mr  M* Tavifh,  who  was  dire£led  by  the 
Board  of  Truftee§  to  procure  information  refpe£ting  that 
and  many  other  particulars*. 

^gricultun, 

•  By  the  above  (late  it  appears,  that  the  heritors  aod  pariQiioners  of  thit 
«Ii(lri<5l,  have  drawn  from  kelp,  ftnce  the  nianiifa<^re  of  it  was  introdoccd 
by  Jame»  Fca  of  Whitehall,  iti  the  year  1 7 12,  no  Icfs  a  fum  than  19,197  1. 
JO  s.  during  a  period  of  71  years ;  being  41  years  purchafe  of  the  whole  diftnift 
at  the  preient  grofs  rent.  Tbpfe  of  the  other  iflaoda  of  Orkney  have  drawn 
nina  times  ai  much  money ;  that  i»,  262,777  L  10  s.,  being  36  years  purchafe 
of  thcfc  iflands,  at  the  prefent  {^ofii  rent ;  both  funis  amount  to  291,976  I. 
Sterling,  wliich  is  more  than  36  year&  purchafe  of  all  the  illandt  of  Orkney  ; 
the  grofs  rent  of  which  is  only  about  S,eoo  1.  Sterling  annnually. 

In  thcfc  calculations,  the  profits  and  advantages  accruing  to  the  traders  and 
other*  in  Orkney,  by  carrying  this  commodity  to  market,  arc  not  indndcd. 
When/however,  it  is  confidered,  that  the  fliips  belonging  to  Orkney  have  been 
almod  the  only  carriers  of  it  for  many  years  pail,  the  profits  and  other  ad« 
vantagrs  derived  from  this  branch  of  trade  in  tbefe  iflands,  mud  not  only 
have  been  great  to  them  as  individuals,  but  alfo  of  no  fmall  importance  to 
the  nation  at  large,  by  extending  its  commerce,  increafing  its  wealth,  and 
producing  a  nurfcry  of  excellent  fcameo. 

On  this  fubjcdl,  the  following  remark,  to  many  readers,  will,  it  is  prefomcd, 
naturally  occur  :  That  J^mcs  Fea  of  Whitehall,  of  the  ifland  of  Stronfay,  in 
Orkney,  (that  i^  the  name  and  dcflgnation  of  the  man,  who  introduced  f* 
vatnablc  a  mamifadore  into  his  native  country,)  ought  not  only  to  be  kept  in 
reraembraDce,  but  that  fome  pemuntnt  teftimony  of  gratit|ide,  from  thofe 
who  have  reaped  and  ftill  do  reap  fuch  important  advantages  from  his  fjfnrit- 
ed  exertions,  ought  to  be  dcvifed,  in  honour  to  his  memory,  and  for  the 
cncouraj;cmcut  of  afpirinp  genius  In  fucccediug  ages.  Premuimn  of  this  na- 
ture, conferred  by  focictics,  by  diftridts  o*"  1>?  ^^^  public,  honourable  as  they 
nnquedionably  would  be  to  the  memory  of  thofe  on  whom  they  were  con- 
ferred, would  certainly  be  no  lefs  creditable  to  thofe  who  bcftowed  tl^en^ 
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Agricitlture — ^Thc  vicinity  of  all  the  cultivated  lands  in 
ihis  diftiid  to  the  fea  ffaore,  induced  of  old  and  (till  induces 
the  inhabitants  to  ufe  fea- weed  as  their  chief,  and  almoft  on- 
ly manure.  The  great  quantities  of  it  thrown  into  their  nu- 
merous bays,  creeks,  and  about  their  ncffes,  enabled  them 
to  adopt  a  praftice  -which  is  ftill  continued,  of  putting  one 
half  of  their  laboured  land  to  bear  or  bigg,  [which  half  they 
put  to  oats  the  year  following  ;  this  ihort  rotation  tliey  have 
continued  fof  time  immemorial.  They  lay  their  houfe  dung 
on  the  land  defigned  for  bear,  ufually  before  Chriftmas ;  the 
field  on  which  this  is  laid,  they  keep  perpetually  at  bear,  ex- 
cept once  in  fix  or  feven  years,  when  it  becomes  too  rich 
and  fpungy  \  they  then  having  kept  back  the  manure,  take 
a  Gngle  crop  of  oats,  and  go  on  as  before  with  bear  crops* 
The  (ide  plough,  with  four  horfes  abreaft,  or  in  broad  band, 
is  moft  generally  ufed.  The  plough-boy  walks  with  a  retro- 
gade  motion,  having  his  face  towards  the  horfes  faces.  The 
extent  of  field  which  fuch  a  plough  labours,  is  about  fifteen 
9cres  Scots  meafure. 

The  number  of  returns  of  oats  is  from  three  to  four,  and 
of  bear  from  five  to  fix  feeds,  at  an  average.  Potatoes  were 
not  generally  planted  fifteen  years  ago,  when  the  prefent  in- 
cumbent was  admitted  minifter «,  and,  where  they  were  planted, 
it  was  on  the  green  fward,  in  the  lazy  bed  way.  Thefe  are  cul- 
tivated more  generally,  and  are  ufually  planted  after  the 
plough,  in  land  which  has  been  long  in  tillage.  They  thrive 
well,  when  kept  clean  from  weeds.  Few  farmers  have  as  yet 
been  induced  to  plant  them  at  fo  great  a  difiance  as  to  ad- 
mit of  their  being  horfe  hoed  or  cleaned  by  the  plough  5  a 
fucccfsful  example  in  this  way,  nevcrthelefs,  hath  more  than 
once  been  exhibited  to  them.  Clover  and  rye-grafs  feeds, 
during  the  period  before  mentioned,  have  been  fown  as  a  hay 

cro^ 
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crop  and  for  pafturc,*and  fucceeded  very  well ;  but  the  farm* 
crs>  in  general,  have  not  yet  followed  this  examplej  chiefly 
for  want  of  proper  encouragement  • . 

The 

*  Thotnai  B^ifonr,  before  mentioiicd,  after  putchafin;  the  cfiate  of  Hiup. 
ID  the  ifland  of  Stronfajr,  began  about  thirty  years  ago,  to  make  fome  improve- 
ments ^in  agriculture,  particularly  un  his  lands  of  Linlnefs  abore  delcribed, 
Hvhlch  had  prerioufly  been  afed  only  as  Aeep  pad  are.  He  ereAed  a  fteading 
of  houfes  there,  with  a  ▼iv.w  of  turning  it  into  a  cofn  ^m,  iudnced  no  doubt 
*  by  the  great  quantities  of  ware  or  fea- weeds  for  manure  thrown  upon  the 
Ibores  of  it  annually.  The  foil  was  ihallow  and  poor,  for  much  of  it  had,  be- 
fore that  period,  been  cut  up  for  fuel  or  firing  for  coturs  and  fub-teiaots.  Aa 
it  had  a  clay  bottom,  tolerable  crops,  when  (eafons  were  good,  and  manare 
plenty )  were  produced ;  but  a  fcries  of  bad  feafons  having  fuaeoded  the  year 
X  7  76,  the  heritor,  after  managing  this  new  farm  by  fertants  on  his  own  ac- 
count, for  ten  or  twelve  years,  was  picafed  to  let  it  to  a  tenant,  togethet  with 
a  much  larger  farm,  of  which  it  originally  was  a  (heep  paflute^pcndicle :  But 
the  farmer  having  found  that  Linkfnefs,  by  being  kept  injilUge,did  not  give 
returns  fufficicnt  to  indemnify  him  for  the  ezpence  of  labouring  it,  owing  to 
a  fcries  of  bad  feafons  and  other  unfavourable  circumftances,  thought  proper 
'  to  allow  it  to  revert  to  its  former  ftate  of  natural  grafs,  not  much  mended 
as  to  quality ;  in  which  (late  it  rcnuins  to  this  day.  Mr  Balfour,  with  a 
view  to  improve  other  parts  of  his  eftate  in  Stroniay,  indofed  with  earthen 
fences,  to  the  extent  of  about  30  acres  t^cots  meafure ;  and,  adjacent  thereto, 
built  ■  fteading  of  farm  houfes  :  But  as  thefc  acres  lay  at  a  much  greater  dif- 
tance  from  fea  weeds  than  the  farm  of  Linkfnefs,  and  moreover  had  no  title 
to  fnch  weeds  for  manure,  but  by  fav<ntr  of  the  farmers  who  had  immemori- 
ally  pofiefied  the  privilege  of  carrying  them  off  to  lay  on  their  com  fields,  a 
different  mode  of  farming  from  that  ufed  in  the  ifland  of  Stronfay  behoved  to 
be  adopted,  and  carried  on,  under  the  direiftion  of  a  farmer  or  overleer  brought 
from  a  part  of  the  country,  where  equal  dtfadvantages  fbblifted.  Thta  was 
done  for  a  coofiderable  number  of  years;  btit  this  latcdable  attempt  failed  of 
fuccefs. 

.  Mr  Balfour  had  Hich  influence  in  this  ifland,  that,  by  his  advice  and  exam- 
ple, he  induced  fome  farmers  on  other  eflates  to  inclofe  parcels  of  their  paf- 
tvre  grounds  in  like  manner  as  he  had  done ;  thefe  farmers,  however,  did  not 
toake  any  attempts  to  cuitivite  or  improve  the  groondi  which  they  had  thus 
hiclofed,  prudently  and  patiently  waiting  the  iffuc  of  Mr  Balfour's  experiment} 
h)  this  way. 

Robert 
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The  fainilf  of  Tarikcrncfs,  one  of  the  inoft: ancient  among 
the  heritors  of  this  diftrift,  began,  about  40  years  ago,  td  give 
a  leafe  of  th^r  lands  in  Ediy,  and  pafture  iilmds,.  pertin^ou* 
tlicrcof,  being  Ae  whole  Heritage  they  rtowpofTefs  in  thi$ 
diftrift,  to  tenants  for  the  fj^ee  of  nineteen  years ;  vi?:.  to_si 
tenant  named  John  Murray,  ^and  to  his  fon  James,  who  re- 
newed it  fbc.  other- nmeteen  years,  which  Jaft  leafe  being 
nearly  expiTe4,  he  hath  again  renewed  it  for  thirty  years;  on 
the  condition  of  paying  a  fpecies  of  rent,  which  in  other 
counties  would  be  deemed  finguhr;  namely^  aioertain  quan^ 
*'^»  (3^  ^  35  tons)  of  kdp  yearly.  His  prefent  Iandi9i>di 
Robert  Biikie  of  Tankernefe,  is  a  polite,  well  informed,  hof- 
pltable  country  gentleman,  who  had  the  iiohour  to  be  return- 
ed a  member  of  the  Houfit  of  Cpmmons,  to  r.cprefent  h'ls  na-» 
tire  county,  at  the  laft  ^enetal  elefkion  fave  one.  This  t^n*^ 
ant  hath  built  hundreds  of  fathoms  of  {iQne  dyk^s  for  inclot 
fares  \  hath  repaired  the.  farm  houfe^  at  a  great  c.xpence  % 
feme  pArt  of  which^  ho\^vfcr,  hath  been  defrayed  by  his  land* 
lord  \  and  he  hath  made  improvemeiits  on  this  f^rm  by  rear- 
ing more  cattle,  and  of  a  better  fort  than  in  fotmcr  ye^rs  \  by 
introducing  the  Scotch  or  two  ftilted  plcmgh,  in  (lead  of 

Vol.  XV.  .  ,        •     3  F  thi 


kobert  Laing,  anbthfer  merchant  in  Kirkwall,  did  alfo  purchafc  ta  cftatc; 
lying  partly  in  Stronfay  and  partly  in  Eday,  Ikbout  24  years  ago. 

He  gave  Ibme  encoufftgcRient'.to  his  tenant  in  North  Strynxie,  and  Stronfay, 
to  mike  impro^ments ;  this  he  did  by  engaging  to  pay  pare  of  the  ezpenee 
of  inclofing^  certain  parcels  of  thai  farni  with  ftone  dykes.  l*Hisfe  materials 
being  more  valuable  than  tiiff,  and  the  gronnds  thiiVihclofed  6f  a  fuperior 
quality  to  fuch  a^  were  inclofed  by  Mr  Balfour,  vendered  the  benefit  thu^ 
artfiog  from  xncloGng  grafs  fields  greater  and  more  permanent.  This  tcnanr, 
iodoced,  In  fome  degree,  perhaps,  by  the  etample  and  advice  of  his  nci^bontf 
i\it  miaiHer,  began  lately  to  Indofe  a  few  acres  of  laboured  hhd,  which  hit 
intcndi  to  prepare,  without  delay,  for  laying  down  with  grafs  feeds,  Fot  Yaaj 
an«l  pafttrrc. 
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the  Orkney  .fi<ie-plough,  b'of  withoat  laying  the  latter'  *f-» 
together  aftde  ;  he  hath  made  cxperinictus  b'yl^svclling  and 
iiBf roving  uneven  grounds;  (owing  grafs  feeds,  &c,  whicfar 
m^ght  perhaps  eiit'ille  hhn  to  be  xSmtcd  among  ffciltal  aod 
fpirited  faitners  in  any  part  of  Scotland^ 

-  Two  other  heritors  o€  this  diftrift,  mctdly.by.ttxtciKKng- 

llieir  tenants  Icafcs  to  twenty  fcmr,  jcars, .  witboiit  binding 

ihemfelves  to  reimburfc  to  their  tenants  any  ext)ence  laid  out 

on  impro\«nicnts,  and  without  taking  their  tenants  bound  to 

kuyout  firch.oaiperacc,:hainc.thc:  fatisfadbn  to  find  a-  {pirit^  of 

cntferpfife  breaking  the  fetter*  of  invetoratc  pnifliccr,,  wUch 

have  been  long  ago' exploded  froa^  other  parts  of  Stotku^^ 

and  gr&dually  introducing  the  more  pleafant  and  profitable 

ones  of  inclofmgt  fowing  grafs  fecds^  makitig  hay,  feeding 

cattle,  Sec.  aiiHevcw  of  repairing,  attire  tenant's  expence,  the 

fatm  houfeSjin  u  rtianner  at  ohcc  ifcful  and  commodiDas   to 

the  tenant,  eafy  and  advantageous"' to  the  heritor.    !  Gilbert 

Mafon>  merchant  in- Edinburgh,  late  proprietor  -of  Rothes^ 

hblm,^ow  of  Hbrdomtj  and  Andrew  Liddle  hi'cf chant    ini 

and  one  of  the  baiftics  of  Kirkwall,  no\<r  dec^afcd^  defer  ve 

to  be  meMidhed'witIb  honour,  as^  heritors  who  gave  thefe 

kafes  fome  years  ago  to  their  tenants,  and  their  tenants  have 

exerted  that  vigour  and  induflry  which  long  leafcs  encourage*. 

There 

•  To  ificfc  indicatidM  of  iodaftxy  and  aiftive  cj^^rtion  amdog  thc'farmenoC 
this  diftria,  th«  foUowiDg  ought  not  to  be  paffcd  o w  in  fiknce.  A  Ictfc  of  tbe 
•  firm  of  South  Strynal«,  for  a  period  of  only  fifteen  yc*i$,  wa&givenidmettme 
•go.  by  Mr  John ScoUay  the  proprictoc,  to  Edward  Chahncr»,thc  ten^t,  y/rhm 
vhas'  ereacd  an  earthen  fepcc  to  inclofc  eight  or  nine  acres  oi  ground,  which 
w»  partly  m  tiUage  an4  partly  in  natural  gra&  He  has  not  only  b«^an 
to  fow  graft  feeda,  of  wbjch  his  larm  Aands  much  in  need  for  paaurc,  but  he 
has  nsmoved  the  fanu  houfes  to  a  much  more  convenient  fituanon  th«Q  they 
occB^  when  he  entered  upon  the  poffcffion  An  allowance  was  in- 
deed made  to  him  of  a  ccrtsili  famby  the. proprietor;  but  this  allowaiice 
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There  are  in  this  dtftriA  one  farm  of  80 1.  rental  fbut  of  a- 
bout  6c  1.,  eight  of  about  30 1.  yearly  rcnti  The  reft  are  each 
laboured  by  one  pjoijgh,  rent  from  5  U  to  8 1.  In  fome  Inftan- 
cest  ^9  or  more  tenants  join  to  make  ope  plougji  to  labour 
their  fmall  farms ;  and  ther^  are  many  fntall  pejidicleSy  par- 
ticularly in  the  ifland  of  Cday,  the  pofleflbr&  .of  whichi  in-,, 
ftead  of  uGng  a  plough,  delve  the  whole  of  tjb^ir  fa^all^  farms 
with  the  fpade  ^  and  eveil  the.  harrow  i%^e%^eot}y  dragged 
by  thefe  tenants  or  by  their  wives  or  their  cbfjldreQ. 

The  preceding  narrative  will  (bow  tho  infant  ftate ,  of  im*. 
provement^  in  agricAil^ure  within  this  diftri^l,  and  that  few 
and  f^i^l^le  attempts  h4ve  hitbeir.t^  bieen  niade  to  improve  the 
foil*. 

3  F  a  With 

4it3  oot  exceed  one  third  of  the  expcnc»  incurred  hj  thii  removal  of  the  farm 
hoofci.  The  grais  rent  is  about  '40 1.  yearfy.  Thus  hath  this  tenant,  in  a 
very  fplrittd  maoner,  duriR|r  the  currency  of  a  fhort  leafe,  expeoded  a  confi* 
dcnble  luin  for  his  oym  intexim  accommodation,  and  for  the  permanent  h^AC* 
fit  of  the  £um* 


*  An  enquiry  into  the  caufeft  iprhich  contributed  to  frulirate  fome  of  thofo 
which  were  niade,  particuUdjf  hy  Mr  Balfour,  (from  patriotic,  it  is  believed, 
more  than  fein{h  moiivet,])  m^ht  be  interefting  and  ufefuj,  if  the  inquiry 
was  made  ^y  one  duly  qualified  for  the  talk  :  but  as  there  is  little  probabiUty, 
at  prcfent,  that  this  will  engage  the  attention  offuch  an  one,  unlkilled  and 
cnexpcricnced  as  the  .writer  may  be  held,  he  will  prefume  on  the  liberty  to 
mcmion  briefly  fuch  as  appear  to  him  to  have  operated  in  this  w^jr ;  T0,  The 
fubjci5U  fcle^d  for  improvement  Were  of  a  poor  quality ;  Cuch,  \i  is  appre- 
hended, require  IkiJful  management,  great  experience,  and  no  little  ex- 
pence  to  render  fvcceisful  any  attempts  to  improve  them  to  advantage.  Mr 
Balfour  was,  indeed,  an  experienced  merchant,  an  intelligent,  patriotic,  and 
mod  hofpiuble  gentleman ;  but,  although,  he  had  pccafionally  pa0cd  through 
many  counties  in  Britain,  and  had  been  in  other  p4rts  of  Europe,  yet  it 
«itl  be  admitted,  that  he  could  not  raUk  as  a  pra«^ical  farmer.  Befides,  he 
lircd  in  the  town  of  Kirkwall,  at  about  15  miles  diilance  by  fea  from  the  pla- 
cp  in  Stronfay  wher«  lus  improvcmtms  were  carried  00.  a///)-,  The  labour- 
ing 
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With  a  view  to  guard  againft  difappomiments  in  reference 
to  agricultural  improvcmentSy  to  communicate  the  fuccefs 
pf  experiments,  and  to  remedy  certain  incontreniences  to 
which  this  diftriffc  is  liable  by  its  local  circumftances ;  the 
principal  farmers  in  the  ifland  of  Stronf^y,  moft  chearfully 
concurred  to  form  rfiemfelves  into  a  fociety  ;  and  they  accor- 
dingly did  form  and  conflitute  the  fociety  of  farmers  in  Stron- 
fay,  about  eighteen  months  ago,  to  Which  atmoft  ai)  the  far- 
mers in  the  ifland  hare  thought  proper  to  accede.  1  his  fo- 
ciety agreed  to  fuch  bye-hws  as  they  judged  necefliry  for  re- 
gulating their  future  procedure.  They  refohrcd,  that  fmall 
fums  Ihould  be  contributed  annually  by  the  members,  who 
were  ranked  in  four  .different  claiTes^  according  to  tlie  extent 

of 


xng  iDftminentt  \thkh  he  adopted  wrrc  different  from  thofe  ufcd  in  eKii  i- 
flfrnd.  The  Inha^bitants,  like  all'othen  who  have  little  intefco4xrre  with  ftrio- 
gen,  were  arcrfe  to  iDnovations,  and  dcfpi£ed  a  mode  of  fanning  diCerent  in 

fome  refpedls  from  that  to  which  they  and  their  progenitors  hadimmeiDOnallf 
been  inured.  The  general  opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  it  is  natural  to  conj^C' 
ture,  had  its  weight  with  Mr  Balfour's  fervants,  all  of  whom,  being  nativci 
pf  Stronfay,  except  the  grieve*  or  ovcrfcerb,  foon  ipanifefted  xn  avcrfion  to 
ufe  implements  of  agriculture  different  from  thole  with  which  they  had  bern 
acquainted  from  their  infancy.  Accordingly,  thefe  improvements  were  not 
carried  on  with  fuch  a  degree  of  induftry  and  perfeverancc  as  could  rcafona- 
bly  be  fupofeU  to  fecure  fuccefs.  3c//v,  The  attempts  made  were  merely  to 
laife  grain,  for  which  purpofe,  the  manure  was  found  fcanty.  Sea-veedi 
were  the  only  inanure  ufcd  on  Linksnefs.  When  the  feafons,  therefore,  ww 
unfavourable,  or  if  but  littic  of  this  article  happened  to  be  call  aihorc,  the 
crops  were  not  produAivc.  !n  other  places,  where  littic  or  no  fea-wcc^l* 
^ould  be  got,  horfe  dung,  mixed  with  green  Tods  or  turf,  was  the  only  fubfli- 
tjutc. 

The  fmall  quantity  of  this  manure  which  could  be  procured  from  a  new 
farm,  behoved  greatly  to  retard  the  progrcfs  of  improvement  of  afoiUopwr 
in  quality  as  above  difcribed.  Another  obftru^ion  to  its  melioration,  was  sa 
ill  judged  anxiety  to  come  as  near  as  poICblc  to  the  general  praSIce  is  Ork- 
ney, of  keeping  corn  fields  under  bear  and  oat  crops  alternately  in  equal  p^^ 
portions  for  ever. 
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of  tke  fanri  they  poiTefled,  which  cdnft^uCed*  four  different 
rates.  It  is  propoied,  that  thsfe  fums  fliall  raife  and  beoomc 
a  fond,  for  defraying  the  neccflary  expences  of  dated  quar* 
terly  meetings  of  the  fociety ;  and'>  after  ten  years  accumu- 
lation, (hall  be  a  fund  alfo  for  the  relief  of  fuch  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  members  as  may  be  left  in  indigent  circum* 
ftances ;  and  that  in  .proportion  to  the  rates  contributed  by 
their  deceafed  husbands  or  fathers  refpe^ltvely.  TThe  (bciety 
cftabiiihed  (pertain  regulations  with  refpeA  to  herding  .black 
cattle,  (heep,  fwiAe>  &c.  They  took  the  ftate  of  the  crop 
of  the  ifland  under  confidetatioB,  afeertained  the  prices  at 
which  they  judged  the  difierent  forts  of  vifhial  ought  to  feU, 
during  the  quarter  fubfcquent  to  eadi  of  their  nMfetiiig«»  ac- 
cording to  their  knowledge  and  the  beft  information  •  which 
they  could  procure  \  and  the  members  agreed  to  fell  what 
they  could  fpare  at  lower  rates  in  Orkney  than  they  could 
obtain  for  it  from  other  placea  in  8cotlanil»  The  fuccefs  of 
fttch  expeiiments  in  agriculture  as  had  been  mad«  by  the 
members,  was  reported  to  the  fociefy,  &c«  This  fociety  can- 
not entertain  a  doubt  of  their  obtaining  the  approbation  of, 
and  all  fuitable  encouragement  from  the  public,  and  alfo  from 
thofe  of  this  diftri^,  whofe  patrimonial  intereft  may  be  e- 
ventually  promoted  by  the  attainment  of  the  objects  which 
the  fociety  have  in  view. 

A  few  bints  for  promoting  agricultural  improvements  7a 
this  diftrifl,  in  conjun<Eiion  with  iome  attempts  lately  made 
by  the  tenants,  as  above  fpecified,  fall  now  to  be  fubmitted  to 
the  public  eye ;  and,  it  is  humbly  prefumed,  that  the  comfort 
and  emolument  of  all  ranks  in  this  diftrifl  would  be  promo- 
ted, and  the  intereft  of  the  public  mufl:  eiTcdually  fecured^ 
by  adopting  the  following  regulations : 

'A 
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\ft^  That  the  heritors  be  at  the  expence  of  putdnj;  the£mQ 
houfes  in  good  repair,  and  that  they  give  leaies  of  their-landt 
to  their  tenants,  at  reafonable  rente,  for  three  times  nineteen 
years,  or  for  certain  long  periods. 

'  lidiy^  That  the  tenants  receive  the  farm  houfes  on  valua- 
tion, and  become  bound  to  deliver  them  in  like  manner  at 
the  expiry  of  their  leafes,  on  adequate  payment  made  to  them 
for  melioration,  or  fimiiar  payment  by  the^i  to  the  heritors 
in  cafe  of  deterioration.  r 

3]E//f,  That  inclofures,  to  a  certain  extent,  on  a  plan  an* 
nuatly  agreed  to  by  the  heritor  and  tenant,  be  built  by  the 
tenant ;  the  value  of  v»hich  to  be  reimburfcd  by  the  heritor 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  firft  period  of  nineteen  years,  fo  that 
the. tenant  may  be  enabled  to  proceed  with  additional  incio* 
fures,  or  fuch  other  improvements  as  may  have  been  fpectfied 
jn  the  leafe.    • 

'  J^thly^  That  during  the  fecond  period  of  nineteen,  years,  a 
certain  additional  rent,  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  money  fo 
advanced  by  the  heritor-,  be  paid  annually  by  the  tenant  \  and 
that  this  increafe  of  rent  be  doubled  during  the  third  ^period. 

5^^/y,  That  no  allowance  be  made  by  the  heritor  for  any 
expence  laid  out  by  the  tenant,  in  building  inclofures,  or  other 
improvements,  during  the  two  laft  periods  of  the  leafe. 

6ihiy^  That  a  fpcciiic  extent  of  arable  and  grafs  grounds 
Ihould  be  afcertained  by  fldllful  mm,  ^to  be  tcompetenc  for 
maintaining  a  fub-tenant's  family,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the 
fame  is  managed  by  him,  without  the  afliftance  of  the  prin- 
cipal tenant ;  and  fuch  extent  alloted  accordingly  to  all  fa- 
milies of  tlus  defcription. 

^thlyy  That  one  half,  or  thereby,  of  the  before  mentiotied 
extent  of  arable  and  grafs  ground,  Ihould  be  alloied  for  a 
cottar's  or  a  bolU man's  family,  each  of  whom  may  be  con- 
ficlered,  for  more  than  one  half  of  the  year,  as  a  daily  fervant 

cf 
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td  the  principal  tenant^  by  whofc  ploughs  thefe  fnuill  fai:m3 
(hould  be  laboQsedk. 

8/A/y,  That  in  all  refpeds,  except  thofc  above  mentioned, 
the  (tiputacibns  be  left  to  be  mutually  condeibended  on.  by 
tlie  principal  tenants,  and  by  their  fubtenants  and  cottars^  01^ 
boU*ifle»,  refpcdively. 

gtbljj  That  heritorSj  who  incline  to  encourage  manufac-* 
turesi  and  increafe  the  population  of  their  co'untry,  may  re- 
ferve  in  their  own  pofieflion  fome  (niall  farm  or  parcel  of 
gronhd'on  their  eftates,  bed  adapted  to  the  purpofe^  to  letiu 
very  long  lea fcs,  or  to  feu  out  to  be  hotifes  and  gardeha  fot 
Iliop-keepers,  kelp-makers,  mechatiics,  fifllers,  day-labourers, 
&c>  Such  families  might  thus  furnifh  a  ready  market'  for 
butcher  meat  or  other  provifions  raifed  by  the  neighbouring 
tenants,  or  their  dependents* 

By  adhering  to  thcfe  regulations,  the  heritors^,  or  their  heirs, 
at  the  expiry  of  57  years,  would  find  their  eftates  in  a  fcgh 
degree  of  cultivation  i  would  have  an  additional  rent  well 
paid ;  a  certain  proportion  thereof,  one  third  or  thereby,  ki- 
clofed,  and  the  beft  fecurity  afforded  "againfl  lofs  by  bank- 
rupt tenants,  which  b  found  to  be  a  great  deduction  from 
the  rental  in.  rnany  diflrifls  in  Scotland,  with  an  Increafed 
price  for  fttchatlides. of  rent  as  might  be  (lipulated  to  be 
paid  to  the  heritors  in  kind. 

All  thefe  advantages,  without  any  eipence  to  the  heritors^ 
Would  doubtlefs  contriGute,  in  a  high  degree,  to  the  comfort 
ef  the  tenants  and  of  their  dependents ;  and  alfo  to  advance 
the  intoreft  of  the  community^., 

Rental 

I  On  tliit  plan,  agriculture,  manuiadufM,  and  fiflierici,  in  their  feTsral  dc- 

^rtlneats,  woul4  mutttsUy  fupport  aad  chchih  each  other,,  to  much  greater 

adTaatage 
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Rmtcd^  te*^:.— ^ir  *  Thomas,  now  liord  Dundas,  has  nd 
property  lands^  but  has  the  fupertoritles  of  all  the  lands  to 
(hi»  diftria. 

The  valued  rents  in  1653,  according  id  the  Otkncy  ce($ 
book,  are  as  follows  : 

Rentd 


advantage  than  they  can  pofliHly  do  when  jumhltrd  together,  as  they  haire 
t>een  in  this  diltrid,  for  time  immemoritl ;  here  if  is  not  uttcommoii  ta  te  ft 
man  one  day  afting  th«  putt  of  atiadefmao;  aoetherythatof  a  fi^MPj  t 
third,  that  of  a  kelp  maker  \  ^bo,  having  found  all  thefe  employments  initif- 
ficieot  for  the  fupport  o£  himl'elf  and  family,  mull  apply  alio  to  the  tillage  of 
the  ground,  in  order  to  furniOi  (after  all  J  a  fcanty  fubfidance  for  him  and 
them'.  The  truth  of  the  prbverb,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  manlfcft ;  **  Jock  of  all 
trades,  gobj  at  noM  !**. 

It  is  moreover  fubmitted,  with  all  du^  deference,  that  the  foUowiag  in* 
citemcota  to  iodadry,  and  to  improTcmenC^,  might  with  propriety  be  added  : 

30 1  That  one  oc  mote  flcilful  farmers  (hould  be  induced  to  come  from  well 
cultivated  counties  in  Britain,  to  fettle  in  fuch  as  ar«  badly  cultivated.  This 
might  be  cffeded  by  means  of  an  anntial  pbemium,  tb  be  paid  by  the  lieriton, 
joinUy,  of  the  laft  menttoned  diArids,  for  a  oertaiii  nombcr  of  yean,  to  theft 
willing  to  accept  fuch  terras ;  or  other  wife,  as  might  be  Judged  proper, 

Ulider  fuch  examples,  impravements  in  agriculture  might  rcafonably  be 
expcAcd  to  advance  with  certainty  ;  and  fuitablc  inducements  would  thus 
be  held  forth  to  the  other  tenants  of  thefe  diftri<5ls,  fufficient  to  influence  them 
to  adopt  fimilar  modei  of  cultivation,  and  of  tmproveineiiti  in  <ho  manago- 
ment  of  their  farms. 

a^  That  %  fpirit  of  emulation  Ihould  be  raifed  among  the  heritors  of  dif- 
ferent diftriiSs,  by  premiums,  or  honourable  diftio&ions  conferred  by  the  pub^ 
lie,  on  thofe  heritors  who  are  mod  adlive  to  introduce  the  bcfote  mentioned 
plan,  or  any  other  plan  better  calculated  for  promoting  the  public  xntereft% 

3ii7y,  That  heritors  and  tenaOts  of  each  diflrift,  in  coUedUve  bodie*,  {h«uld 
refpc&ively  excite  a  fpirit  of  emulation  among  their  dependants  by  anntial 
'  premiums.  An<^  A^lfy*  As  this  would  infallibly  incrcafe  greatly  the  natianalj 
iirealth  and  importance,  that  a  certain  fum,  or  number  of  medals,  ihould  be 
tdvatteed  to  the  heritors  or  tenants  of  fuch  diftrids  as  exhiUted  proo£s  of 
Ifreat  exertions  in  this  way,  to  be  by  them  diftributed  to  the  individuals  nn- 

der 
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Sdots.  Sterlingi 

Rental  of  fupcrior  duties  a- 
mount  of  2624  15  2|  or  ai8  14  7 

Heritors  or  feuars,  rental  a- 

mount  of            -            -  2887  I  6|or24o  11  xo 

Miniftcr*s  ftipend        -          -  577  i  j^   or  48    i    9 

Valued  rent  of  thcfc  united  '  

pariflies            -            -  6088  1 8  2  or  507   8     7, 

Scots*  Sterling. 

L.     s*    d*       L.     s.     d* 
The  above  Trental'  of  fupe- 

rior  duties  confifts  part- 
ly of  money,  viz.  235  14  ii  or  19  12  10t| 
The  heritors  or  feuars  ren- 
tal alfo  partly  ditto,  vi2.  366  154   or  30  1 1  3ti 
Minifter's  ftipend,  partly  of 
ditto.               -               -              380    6  8  or  31  13  10 1\ 
The  remaining  parts  of  thefe  rentals  confift   in  malt,  oat 
meal,  butter,  oil  5  and,  in  the  ftipend,  fome  vicarage  tithes 

are  paid  in  kind^ 

Scots.        Sterling. 

Ii.    8.    d.       L.    s.     d« 

The  meil  of  malt,  ^hich  is 

nearly  12  ftone  weight,  is 

valued  at        -  -  3     6    8      or    o     5    6| 

Vol.  XV.  3  G  The 

der  their  immediate  infpedion,  refpediTelj,  who  might,  on  ilriA  examina- 
tion, be  found  to  have  the  befl  claims. 

Thua,  a  general  union  of  all  ranka  would  be  formed,  and  a  doe  fubordi- 
nation  maintained ;  which,  being  fupportcd  on  the  folid  pillara  of  agricul- 
ture, manufadares,  and  commerce,  woutd  refemble  a  well  cocftniAed^rch^ 
(ufficiently  able  to  fuftain  a  fortificatitn  of  fuch  ftreng^h  a4  might  defy  all 
the  hoflilc  attacks  of  its  envious  or  ambitious  neighbourt. 
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Scots.        StCTllri^' 

L.  8.  d.       L     s.    (L 

The  mcil  of  oat  meal    of 

ditto  weight,  at  -  «        4oooro68 

The  barrel  of  butter^  which 
contains  about  60  ptnts, 
and  weighs  200  weight, 

is  valued  at  -  -  20  o  o    or    i     13   4 

The  lispund  of  butter,  which 
is  nearly  2  (tone  weight, 

18  valued  at  -  -  200      or  034 

The  barrel  of  oil,  which  con- 
tains the  fame  quantity, 
and  is  the  fame  weight  as 
a  barell  of  butter,  is  valu- 
ed at  -  -  -  16  o  o  or  I  6  S 
The  lispund  of  oil  is  the 
fame  weight  as  a  lispund 

of  butter,  and  valued  at  i    1 2  o     or    o    2  8 

The  prcfent  grofs  rental  of  Stronfay  and  Eday,  compre- 
hending fuperiority,  property,  and  ftipend,  amounts  to  only 
746 1.  7s.  3d.  Sterling,  a  fmall  part  of  which  is  paid  by  (li- 
pulation  between  fame  of  the  heritors  and  their  tenants,  for 
liberty  to  the  latter  to  burn  kelp  and  to  fell  it  on  their  own 
account. 

The  advance  of  rent,  in  thefe  united  parities,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  no  lefs  than  1 40  years,  appears  inconfiderable,  but 
this  is  accounted  for  by  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  grob 
rental  in  1653,  being  paid  in  kind  ',  fon^e  part  of  which  hath 
been  converted  into  money  by  the  heritors  to  the  tenants, 
about  40  years  ago,  and  fuch  part  as  is  fTill  paid  in  kind;  c<il* 
culated  at  the  then  felling  prices  of  the  country,  which  did 
not  much  exceed  the  valuation  prices  in  1653. 

TJiCi-c 
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There  arc,  cxclufive  of  Lord  Dimdas,  thirteen  heritors,  of 
whom  fix  have  a  large  extent,,  and  feven  have  a  fmall  extent 
of  property  ly»n^  in  this  di(tri£l.  There  arc  no  refiding  heri- 
tors except  the  heirs  of  Patrick  Fea  of  Kcrbufter,  whofe  pro-  ' 
pcrty,  at  his  dcceafe,  fell  to  be  divided  equally  amongft  his 
three  daughters* 

State  of  Popuiaiion^  Parochial  Rec9rdsy  Isfc. — ^The  ancient 
(late  of  the  parifh  of  Eday  cannot  now  be  afcertained  with 
exaflnefs,  as  records  of  an  old  date  for  that  parifh  are  not  to 
be  found.  Records  for  the  parifh  of  Stronfay,  from  the  year 
1673  and  downwards,  with  chaiins  of  feveral  years  .at  differ- 
ent periodsi,  in  a  decayed  ftate,  as  may  be  fuppofcd^  are  yet 
in  exiflence. 

From  thefe  it  9ppearS|  that  during  a  period  of  20  years 
fubfequcnt  to  1^73^  the  nun^ber  of  baptifjns  in  the  parifh  of 
Stronfay  was  38Z,  of  marriages  109.  That  during  ao  years 
fubfequcnt  to  1743,  the  number  of  baptifms  was  601,  viz.  of 
males  309,~of  females  292. 

In  the  united  parifhe9.of  S^onfay  and  l^day,.  during  a  pe- 
riod of  14  ycais  fubfequcnt  to  1779,  ^hen  the  prefent  in- 
cumbent was  admitted,  the  numbers  of  baptifms,  marriages, 
and  burial^  in.lJhe  frp^r^  year^  of  that  period  wer«  as  foI«* 
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Ta«L£  of  births  INO  MARai4CfiS^  IH  THE  UNITED  PA- 
RUHES  OF  StRONSAT  AND  EdAT. 


SlROySAT 

Ed  AT. 

Baptifms.  Marriages.  PariaU. 

BaptiTma.  Mvmgcs 

.  Borials.  Grafii 

M^ 

F. 

JVf, 

^. 

amount 

1780    11 

13 

5 

4 

8 

14 

XX 

X781    18 

10 

7 

%7 

II 

5 

30 

178*    13 

^3 

6 

17 

x» 

xo 

IX 

1783      9 

8 

8 

16 

II 

8 

1% 

1784    13 

XI 

6 

x8 

8 

7 

13 

1785      7 

6 

6 

at 

9 

9 

6 

1786    1% 

18 

6 

%i 

x6 

x» 

x6  B.  M.  B. 

/Vinount  ••" 

——   30a  74  %M 

1787      7 

14 

i» 

»9 

8 

9 

,» 

1788     11 

8 

10 

18 

II 

5 

15 

J789    iz 

9 

4 

15 

17 

12 

10 

1790     7 

II 

7 

17 

7 

XI 

13 

1791    »7 

la 

4 

16 

ro 

4 

It 

179*    17 

10 

8 

«5 

7 

9 

14 

J793    ly 

1% 

4 

«6 

8 

9 

9 

Ammin^  ^^b 

^^M       4,OT   90    106 

Total 
amount  173 

■^^^         Jt^fL    fSM    VJ9 

^53 

9» 

aji 

143  1*4 

61 

179 
—^593153430 

Number  df  houres  and  of  fgulti  in  the  united  parifiies  of 

Stronfay  and  Eday,  at  difTerent  periods,  as  under : 


In  Stron 

lATf. 

In  EdAT. 

Houfes.  Souls. 

Mairicd. 

Houfes.  SouU. 

I76I 

170 

• 

I77» 

X015 

160 

1781 

i8a        819 

143      675 

'787 

X78        887 

xa6      601 

t  The  number  of  houfes,  fouls,  and  married  in  the  parilh  of  Stronfay,  in 
I     the  years  X761,  and  1772,  are  ftated  in  'the  report  of  certain  of  the  parifluon- 
ers ;  but  the  numbers  in  X781,  and  1787,  were  taken  up  by  the  dcrks  of  the 
juriihes  under  the  ounillcr'f  infpe^ion* 
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Of  the  above  mentioned  number  of  fouls  in  the  patlfli  of 
Stronfay  in  1787,  there  were: 

Yean. 

From    z  to  lo  '^—  113 

—  10— ao  — lox 

ao  — 30 57 

?—  30  —  40  —  105 

—  40  —  50 97 

—  50  —  60  —    78 

—  60  —  70  —   81 
71  —80 37 

—  80  —  90  —     9 

Tot«l  Number  887    As.above  dated. 

O^vo/fotf.-^During  the  pcrioil  of  feven  ycar$,  preceding 
the  prefcnt  year  1794,  the  number  of  bapttfms>  marriages, 
and  burialsi  in  thefe  united  pnrifhes,  jappear,  by  table  firft,  to 
have  been  nearly  equal  to  the  numbers  refpedlvely  during 
the  like  period  of  years,  preceding  1787,  fo  that,  had  tlie 
emigrations  (which  are  not  few,)  from  thefe  pariflies  to  other 
iflands  in  Orkney,  or  to  places  more  remote,  been  as  few  in 
the  laft  feven  years,  as  during  the  preceding  feven  years,  the 
population  would  be  nearly  the  fame  now,  as  it  was  feven 
years  ago ;  but,  from  certain  regulations  or  pradices,  lately 
introduced,  unfavourable  to  the  increafe  of  population,  and 
to  the  improvement  of  the  foil  of  thefe  parilhes,  there  is 
ground  to  apprehend,  that  the  population  is  decreafmg,  and 
will  continue  to  decreafe,  if  fuitable  remedies  be  not  fpeedlly 
applied,  particularly  with  refpe£b  to  fuel  or  peats  \  and  the 
partial  increafe  of  fervants  wages- 

Fuclt  Servants  Wages^  isfc. — The  inhabitants  of  thefe  pa- 
rilhes have  ufcd  peats  only,  as  tlipir  firiiig,  for  time  imme- 
morial I 
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morial ;  ii^  which  necefllirv  of  life  they  hare  been  greatly  re- 
ftricicd  by  the  proprietors  of  moflcs  in  both  pariflies,  as  to 
quantity,  during  the  laft  period  of  feven  years.  Notwith- 
Handing,  there  remains  an  inexhauftiWc  fund  of  that  article 
irt  tliis  diftria ;  at  leaft,  conjeflure  itfcif  is  at  a  lofs  to  af- 
certain  the  number  of  centuries  which  the  mofTcs  in  the  i-. 
flands  of  Stronfay  and  Eday  would  fupply  their  inhabitants 
with  fuch  annual  quantities  of  peats  as  they  were  accudom- 
cd  to  provide  for  their  families,  before  fucli  reftriftions  were 
\mpofed  §. 

5  The  prAprietors^of  peal  roofs  In  the  ifland  of  Eday  have  been  pleaied, 
for  ^ome  years  laft  pad,  with  a  view  to  fave  their  mofle^,  to  prevent  the 
meaneft  of  the  inhabitants,  their  own  fmall  tenants,  fab- tenants,  cottars,  or 
delvers  of  their  little  fpota  of  ground,  to  boil  ceitain  qivuuities  of  what  they 
call  fait,  (of  a  mean  quality,  it  mud  be  acknowledged,)  over  the  only  fire 
burnt  in  their  coctagn,  which  fire  is  ufed  alfo  for  all  culinary  purpofea.  The 
whole  quantities  of  peats  to  fupply  which  fires,  are  fo  inconfiderable  as  to  be 
carried  home  by  the  indignent  tenants  of  thcle  cottages,  oa  their  backa  is 
creels  or  cafies  made  with  ilraw ;  the  extra  quantity  rcqaiied  fo^  the  (aid  pur- 
pofe  muil  be  fmall  indeed !  This  fait,  fuch  as  it  v^as,  ufcd  to  be  carried  iq, 
Xmall  parcels  by  the  makers  of  it  ta  other  neighbouring  iflands,  where  they 
received  from  the  pooreft  of  the  inhabitants,  who  could  not  afford  to  put  chafe 
fait  of  a  good  quality,  equal  quantities  of  meal  for  the  ialt  which  they 
brought.  By  fuch  p-affic,  the  poor  people  of  Eday  pracorod,  ill  a  very  Ub<^ 
rious  way,  a  fcanty  fupply  of  meal  for  their  familkt  in  the  winter  fcafoi), 
when  the  flormy  weather  did  not  permit  their  going  a  filbing,  on  which 
bufluefs  many  in  this  ifland  depend  chiefly  for  daily  bread.  This  reilri«> 
tion  has  induced  fome,  and,  if  not  removed,  or  fome  othef  remedy  provide^ 
will  probably  induce  many  more  of  thefe  poor  families  tit  migtate  to.  othtf- 
iilands,  if  not  to  other  count! ics. 

The  whole  mofTes  in  the  ifland  of  Stronfay  belong  to  the  pr<^etor  of 
Rothesholm,  from  which  mofles  the  whole  inhabitants  of  this  iflaad,  for 
time  immemorial,  have  fapplied  their  families  with  peats,  upon  making  iSoaaU. 
acknowledgements,  in  money  or  other  articles,  to  the  tenant  of  Rotheaholm« 
This  pradice  contioaed  to  the  mutual  fatisfadion  of  the  inhabitastt,  and  ff 

the 
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Horfisy  Biach  Cattle^  fa'c— The  horfes  in  this  diftrift,  and 
through  Orkney  in  general,  arc  of  a  hardy  nature  and  fmall 
fizc,  the  largeft  are  feldom  above  14  hands  high ;  great  num- 
bers of  them,  when  only  one  year  old,  are  brought  from  the 

neighbouring 

the  teqaint  of  faid  lan<K  (without  any  interference  of  the  proprietor,)  nntH 
the  lail  ^ncral  elcdion  of  members  of  Parliament,  when  the  cledion  for 
the  county  of  Orkney  happened,  (unforcunactly  for  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabltiutt  of  this  iliand,)  to  be  dif'puted  ;  for  in  confcquence  thereof,  fuch 
tenants  of  the  fucceAful  candidate,  at  live  in  this  idand»  and  the  tenants  of 
his  political  friends,  by  the  exprels  order  of  the  prbprietor  of  Rothe^holm  t» 
his  tenant,  were  ftri<Slly  prohibited  from  calking  in,  and  kading  peats  from 
his  molles  on  any  terms  whatever.  Thefe  tenants,  when  laid  under  this  in« 
tolerable  hardfhip,  confcious  that  they  had  not  done  any  thing  to  merit  this 
gentleman's diipleafure,  thought  it  exceedingly  hard,  and  even  unjuft^that  they 
Ihould  be  fo  feverely  pnniihed  for  ofieftces  of  which  they  were  not  guilty ; 
did  ▼eocure,  notwithftandifig  the  forefaid  order  aOd  prohibition,  after  pre- 
TJouily  having  made  dficr  to  the  tenant  of  Rotbesholm  of  ^e  uiiial  acknow- 
gements,  to  perfift  in  their  pofleifion  of  the  faid  molTcs,  by  cafling,  winning, 
and  leading  peits  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  according  to  cuftom,  and  an- 
cient pradice.  But  this  condud  of  thefe  tenants  olccafioned  a  law  fuit  beforts 
the  Coofft  of  SefiJion,  which  was  lately  decided  in  feTours  of  the  proprietor 
of  the  mofs,  at  whofe  infUoce  it  had  been  raifcd. 

This  refkriSion  and  dccifion,  will  ibon  be  found  a  great  caufe  of  dtminiflf 
iog  the  inhabitants  of  this  iiland,  as  the  tenants  above  mentioned,  and  their 
cottars,  cannot  live  withoit  fuch  a  necelTary  article  as  fire  ;  and  their  circum- 
llances  in  general,  are  not  fuch  as  to  enable  them  to  purchafe  and  carry  coals 
from  England  or  from  the  Frith  of  Forth,  to  fupply  their  families,  and  the 
bmihes  of  their  fub^tenants  and  cottars,  with  Bring. 

Moreover,  an  improper  pradice  hath  crept  into  this  diftri^,  of  not  only 
incrcaCng  the  wages  of  unmarried  men  fervants  and  boys,  employed  in  f^rm 
Work,  to  more  than  three  times  the  amount  of  what  they  were  farisfred  "^irh 
about  thirty  years  ago ;  but  certain  portions  of  land  have  been  given  to  many 
of  them  by  their  mailers,  from  which  they  have  reaped  crop-,  of  visual, 
which  they  have  fold  for  fcveral  years  pafl,  after  defi  ayiog  tlie  expence  of 
l^botir,  at  fuch  fums,  as,  with  other  wages  and  perquiiiccs,  rctelvcd  by  them 
i^cruilly  from  their  maficrb,  hath  arifen  to,  and  iu  fuajc  iuruucca  ticceded 
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neighbouring  county  of  Caithnefs,  to  the  amnua!  fair  at  Eirlc* 
wall  in  Orkney,  in  the  month  of  Augufti  which  lafts  about 
ten  days  :  To  this  fair,  not  only  horfes  from  Caithnefs,  but  cat- 
tle, and  all  other  faleable  commodities,  are  brought  from  the 
different  iflands  in  Orkney,  the  annual  bufinefs  of  all  ranks 
is  fettled,  horfes,  and  fuch  other  articles,  as  country  people 
require,  are  purchafed  and  carried  home  with  them  to  the 
iflands  of  their  refpedive  habitations. 

The  beft  of  the  Caithnefs  itaigs,  or  year  old  horfes,  have, 
for  feveral  years  pail,  fold  for  from  61.  to  7I.  The  beft  work 
oxen  of  the  Orkney  breed,  for  4L,  milch  cows  at  3L,  flieep 
at  6s.,  fwine  at  los.,  geefe  is.  3d*,  hens  6d.  each,  all  Ster- 
ling money,  in  the  town  of  Kirkwall,  which  is  the  only  mar- 
ket place  to  which  butcher  meat,  and  other  vivers,  can  be 
brought  from  this  diftrifl,  and  the  other  North  ifles,  and 
£aft  parts  of  Pomona,  or  the  mainland  of  Orkney. 

Animals  of  inferior  fize,  of  the  fdrts  above  mentioned,  are 
fold  at  proportionably  lower  prices*  There  are  in  this  dif- 
tnQ,  to  the  number  of  about 

Horfet.  Black  Cattle.  Sheep.  Swine.  Geefe.  Two-ox  carta.  Boati. 
In  StronCay.    300  900  3000    300      700  a;  5s 

In  Edty.         110  300  2000    100      110  5  34 

of  (lock.         6m  I900         5000     400      Sao  3t  8f 

the  amount  of  what  a  cottar  or  boUman,  and  his  wife  can  earn  annually  for 
the  fupport  of  themfelvet  and  family  of  young  children.  Thii  injadiciout 
praAice,  if  periifted  in,  cannot  fail  of  being  a  mighty  difcooragettient  of  mar- 
riage and  of  population ;  but  it  may  be  re^ified,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  the 
united  exertions  of  the  tenants,  or  fodety  of  farmers  in  Stronfay,  with  thit 
concurrence  of  the  heritors,  by  adopting  the  plan  explained  tinder  the  6th 
article. 

The  before  mentioned  grievances,  under  which  many  of  ihepaHlbtonert 
labour,  are  prejudicial  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  difkri^ ;  and  to  the  com- 
munity at  large,  it  is  prcfumeable,  therefore,  that  adequate  remediea  will  be 
applied,  at  foon  as  circumilances  will  permit  the  neceflary  regulations  to  tA» 
efilA. 
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Minerals. — A  Tcin  of  Icsui  was  difcovcred,  many  years  ago, 
on  the  eftae  of  Huip.  (Jolln  Balfbur,  £fq$  prefcnt.  membe? 
of  Parliament -for  Orkney,  is  landholder.)  By  order  of  Mr 
Thomas  Balfour  deceafcd*  the  late  proprietor,  and  uncle  to, 
the  forcfaid  John  Balfour,  fpecimens  of  ore  from  this  veia 
were  dug  up,  and  fent  to  be  examined  by  people  of  {kill ;  but 
the  report  feems  not  to  have  been  of  a  flattering  nature,  for 
no  attempts  have  hitherto  been  made  to  work  it. 

A  mlnerai  Springs  (or  rather  three  adjacent  fprings  of  Chaly- 
beate water,  all  of  different  degrees  of  ftrength,)  is  to  be 
found  among  the  rocks,  on  the  Eaft  coaft  of  the  ifland  of 
Stronfay.  The  water,  clear  as  chryftal,  not  unpleafant,  is 
full  of  fixed  air,  as  may  be  cafily  difcovercd  by  any  who  drink 
fomc  glafles  of  it ;  for  they  will  foon  find  themfclves  affefted 
in  tlie  fame  way,  as  if  they  had  drank  fame  fine  bri(]c  bottled 
fmall  bear  *♦ 
Vol.  XV.  '    3!!  Ecckftafiical 

•  This  fpring  «  called  the  Well  of  KildiDgvie.  Tradition  fays,  that  it  wai 
held  in  futh  high  repute  when  tht  Orkney  iflands  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  rfen** 
mark,  (above  tliree  hundred  yeai  s  ago,)  that  people  of  the  fit  ft  rank,  came  from 
Denmark  and  Norway  todrinkthc  waters.  Towards  the  fouth  eaft,  at  about  tWo 
milts  diftance,  the  greateft  part  of  the  way  confifts  of  a  flat  fand  along  the  fca 
ftore ;  there  is  a  place  called  Guiyidn,  on  the  rocks  of  which,  that  fpecies  of  fea^ 
weed  called  dnlfc,  is  to  be  focnd  in  abundance ;  whick  weed,  is  confidcred  by  , 
wany  to  be  a  delicious  and  wholcfome  morfeh  The  drinking  of  thcfe  waters,  the 
medcrate  exercife  of  walking  over  two  miles  of  dry  level  ground,  gathering  and 
eating  dulfe  on  the  rockj,  they  being  cspofcd  to  a  whokfome  fliar|)  kt 
breeze,  from  whatever  quarter  the  wind  could  blow ;  this  happy  combiaatioa 
of  circamftanccs  was  fo;ind  fuch  a  fovcrcign  remedy  for  the  numbcrlcfs  com- 
plaints of  thofe,  who  in  ancient  times  refoitcd  to  this  famous  watering  place, 
tHat  it  gave  rife  to  a  proverb  which  is  ftill  retained  in  this  ifland,  viz.  **  The 
Weil  of  Rildinguie,  and  the  dulfe  of  Guiyidn,  can  cure  all  maladies  except 
black  death."-— That  is,  can  cuxe  all  maladie^  which  are  not  abfolutely  incu- 
rable. 
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EccUjiaJlkci  State f  Ancient  and  Modern. — About  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  there  were  five  parifh  kirks  in  this  di(ln£!. 
Three  in  the  ifland  of  Stronfay,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Ma- 
rfi  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Nicholas ;  the  fourth  in  the  ifland 
of  Eday,  dedicated  alfo  to  the  Virgin  Mary  ;  and  the  fifth 
in  the  ifle  of  Fairy,  to  what  faint  dedicated,  tradition  gives 
no  information. 

There  were  alfo,  in  the  ifland  of  Stronfay,  at  lead  four 
chapels,  one  of  which  is  called  St.  Margaret^s  kirk ;  two 
chaples  in  the  fmall  ifle  of  Papa,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas 
and  to  St.  Bride  refpe£iively.  St.  Nichola's  chapel  was  al- 
,  moil  entire  twelve  years  ago ;  the  dimendons  within  walls 
15  feet  by  la ;  the  quire,  7  feet  by  9  j  this  quire  is  covered 
with  a  complete  (lone  atch,  but  the  chapel  hath  been  lately 
demoliihed  by  the  tenant,  in  order  that  he  with  the  ftoncs 
of  it  might  build  a  new  bam.  St.  Bride's  chapel  and  Quire, 
now  in  ruins,  are  nearly  of  the  fame  dimenfions  ae  thofe  of 
St.  Nicholas.  About  half  way  between  thefe  diapels,  there 
ist  on  a  rifing  ground,  called  die  EarlVknow,  the  appearance 
of  old  ruins  and  graves ;  one  of  which  graves,  evidently 
defined  by  two  (lones,  one  at  the  head,  the  other  at  the  feet, 
is  eight  feet  and  a  half  long ;  tliis  grave  was  dug  up  to  the 
deepnefs  of  about  fix  feet,  in  the  month  of  July  1 79a  ;  the 
(tones  at  the  head  and  feet ^  which  appeared  about  a  foot 

abova 

Thii  fpring  is  tc  the  diflance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mlniftcr's  manfr, 
ia  a  pleafant  healthy  ficoation.  There  is  a  laige  commodious  houfe  in  t^e 
neighboorhood,  built  about  forty  years  ago,  for  the  accommodation  of  agene- 
•  lemon  with  a  large  family,  one  of  the  heritors,  and  at  th;it  time  minifter  <  f 
this  pari(h ;  but  his  heirs  have  removed  from  this  iHand.  This  houfe,  there- 
fore»  might  be  eafily  fitted  up,  and  would  be  fouled  very  commodious  for  fca- 
bathing  or  water  drinking  quarters,  for  thofe  whofe  cocftitutions  or  incliai" 
ciien«  require  the  application  ef  fuch  harmicls,  iafe,  an4  QX):fttl  remedies. 
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%bove  the  furfacc,  reached  to  the  bottom  of  tlie  grave.  Many 
tuman  bones  of  an  ordinary  fizc  were  found,  and,  moreover, 
fragaraents  of  a  human  ftuH,  and  of  a  lowe;  javv  bone,  with 
the  cafe  of  teeth,  which  were  pcrfe£tly  found,  and  frag  men tj 
of  thigh  bones  5  thcfe  were  all  of  an  enormous  fize,  and  af- 
forded a  convincing  proof  that  the  bgdy  hurried  ther^  had 
required  a  grave  of  the  dimenfions  above  fpecified.  There 
is  an  old  chapel  in  ruins  on  the  ifland  of  Eday,  and  one  in 
each  of  the  padure  ifles,  called  Linga,  Meikle,  and  Aufkeriy  \ 
in  this  bft,  there  are  alfo  ruins  of  >vhat  feems  to  have  been 
a  fmall  houfe,  which  retains  the  appellation  of  the  qionker 
houfe,  or  monk's  houfe  \  fuch  reclufes  might  i^o  doubt  hav» 
lived  in  this  ifle,  as  there  is  plenty  of  fte(h  water  in  it  \  the 
diftance,  however,  at  which  it  lies  from  the  ifland  of  Stron* 
tay,  is  no  lefs  than  three  rpiles.  Thus  we  find  there  have 
been  of  old  five  parifh  kirks,  and  at  lead  nine  chapclsan  this 
diftria*. 

3  Ha  ^  Tlie 

*  la  the  fo«odaciop,of-the  Cathedral  kirk  of  .Orkney,  confirmed  by  Cardi- 
nal Beatoo,  on  the  aj^Ucation  of  Lofd  Robeit  Steuart,  (who  was  a  natural  uncle 
of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  and)  Biibop  of  Orkney,  it  is  recited,  that  before 
thtt  period,  **  only  fix  canons,  and  as  many  chaplains,  were  ereded  in  the  faid 
f  Cathedral  kirk  of  St.  Magnus  in  Orkney,  which  are  fiated  to  be  too  few 
**  to  bear  the  labours  and  incun^beot  burdens  i&  finging  praifes  in  the  hours  1 
**  of  the  nights  and  days  in  the  faid  l^rk,  and. for  divine  feivice,  as  becomes 
"  fach  a  kr^."  Accordingly,  a  prpvoftry,  a  arch  4eaconry,  chantory, 
^SQCellory,  fub-deanry  and  l>ibchantory ;  h'kewife  (even  other  canons  ao^ 
and  prebendars,  thirteen  chaplains,  named  vicars  of  the  quire,  and  fix  boys, 
who  might  be  refpeilively  admit  in  fcieoces,  and  otherwife  qualified.  Thefe 
vere  of  new  ereded,  conftituted,  and  founded.  The  deed  proceeds  in  thefe 
terms :  «  By  the  tenor  of  thir  prcfents,  judgis,  fkatutes,  and  ordains,  tbac 
«  which  we  judge  belongs  to  every  one :  Tht  JSrJf,  the  provoft,  Mr  Mal- 
"  colm  Halero,  batchelor  in  holy  letters,  the  prebendary  of  holy  Trinity,  and 
^  Yicarage  of  Ronald  Shay,  with  holding  up  tbft  kirk  of  Burwick.     3^,  To^ 
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The  value  of  the  ftipcnd  of  this  diftridl,  in  1633,  was  for- 
merly ftated,  the  particular  articles  then  paid,  continae  yet 
to  be  paid,  with  the  exceptions  of  fome  vicarage  and  parfon- 

agc 

<*  the  arch-deacon,  Mr  John  Tayric,  the  arch-deacon*8  ancient  ri^ts,  the 
<*  minifler  of  Biriay  aoil  chaplainty  of  Sc.  Ollay  within  the  cadiedral  ktr^ 
«*  with  hoMin;  up  the  kirk  of  Harry.  3^  To  the  chamor,  Mr  Nicol  H*. 
**  lero,  the  prebendary  of  Orpher  and  vicarage  of  Stcnhonfe.  4fi,  To  the 
•*  chancellor,  Mr  Alexander  Scott,  the  prebendary  of  St.  Mary  of  Sandy  aod 
«*  vicarage  of  Sandy,  ^tb^  To  the  trcaforer,  Sir  Steven  CnlrofsHhe  parfon- 
*•  age  of  St.  Nicholas  of  Stronfay  and  vicarage  of  Stronfay.  6f£,  To  the  Tub- 
«  dean,  Mr  Peter  Howfton,  the  parfona^e  of  Hoy  and  vicange  of  Waib. 
*<  ;/£,  To  the  fub-chantor,  Sir  Magnus  Strange,  the  prebendary  of  St.  Colme. 
**  8/^,  To  the  fix  11  prcbendar.  Sir  Thomas  Richardfon,  the  palfonage  of  Croft 
«*  kftk  in  Sandf.  9<4,  To  Sir  Hugh  Halcro,  the  prebendary  of  St.  Magnus. 
««  10/i,  To  Mr  Henry  Barton,  the  chiplatnry  of  St.  John  the  EvangdKl,  in 
M  the  faid  cathedral  kirk,  litb^  To  Mr  Walter  Thomfon,  the  chaplainry 
■•  of  St  Mary  and  vicarage  of  St.  Mary.  \iib.  To  Mr  John  jMaawcU,  the 
«<  chaplainry  of  St  Laurence.  13/^,  To  Sir  David  Chiiflifon,  the  prebendary 
<*  of  St.  Catharine.  14/^,  To  Mr  Robeit  Malcolmfon,  the  prebendary  of  St 
*'  J)uthas.  Cbaflains, — The  ifi,  of  St.  Peter,  (hall  be  matter  of  the  grammar 
"  fchool.  %d,  Of  St  Auguftine,  fliall  be  maftcr  of  the  fong  fchool.  Which 
"  two  mafters  fliall  be  found  to  teach  freely  all  the  boys  of  the  quire  and  the 
•«  poor  wiUmg  to  be  prcfcnt.  ^d.  The  bilhop's  quirifler.  41^,  The  protofl's. 
««  51A,  The  arch-^can*s.  6/A,  The  precentor's,  ph.  The  chancellor's.  8rf, 
"  The  treafurer*s.  9/A,  Tlie  fub  dean's  lorf,  The  prebendary  of  Holy 
•<  Crofs.  I  kibt  The  prebendary  of  St  Mary  izih.  The  chaplain  of  St. 
<«  Cathraine.  13/A,  The  chaplain  of  Holy  Crofs.  A.nd  every  one  of  the 
**  quiriilers  (hall  have  one  lafl  of  vi6tual  and  alfo  ten  merka  Scots  money  for 
f*  their  ftipend  in  the  year,  bcfides  the  daily  diftribiitions  which  IbaUbe  from 
«(  the  renu  of  vicarage  of  the  cathedral  kirk,  and  from  the  foundation  of  uo- 
*(  cle  Thomas,  bifliop  of  Otkney  and  2Setland ;  and  twelve  pounds  finun  the 
•«  foundaUon  of  the  moft  illuttrious  late  Kings  of  Scotland,  Jamea  III.  ani 
"  James  IV.  paid  by  the  bilhop  for  the  daily  maffes  of  St.  Mary,  the  maffcs 
«  of  the  holy  blood  in  firft  holy  day,  and  the  regimen  of  the  iccondholy  day 
"  though  the  whok  year.  An  inferior  fervant,  {fatrifia,)  about  holy  thingi, 
*S  ihall  ring  the  bells,  light  the  lafept»  carry  the  water  and  firt  to  the  kirk« 
"  Kho  ought  to  have  the  accuftomcd  revenue,  aad  forty  (hilliop  from  the 

n  bifhopi 


of  Stronfay  and  Eday.  42 1 

age  tithes  then  paid  in  kind,  which  at  different  periods  after-* 
wards  were  converted  into  money  at  low  ratfes,  by  mutual 
contrails  between  tenants  or  heritors,  on  the  one  part,  and 

minifters 

*■  bilhop ;  he  Ihoiild  be  chd  ivith  an  honeft  fuq>Kce,  and  go  before  the  proceC- 
«  fion  with  a  white  wand  after  the  manner  of  a  bedlar.  But  the  6rft  of  the 
«  fix  boys  flull  be  nominate  and  fuftained  by  the  bifliop.  The  %d,  By  the 
«  prebendar  of  St.  Magnus.  3*/,  By  the  prebendar  of  St.  John.  4/^6,  By  the 
«  prebendar  oj  St.  Laurence.  j/A,  By  the  prebendar  of  Sc.  Catharine.  6/^, 
«  By^  the  prebendar  of  St.  Duthat.  And  every  one  of  them  ihall  have  twenty 
**  fliiUings  in  the  year.  They  (hall  be  uper-bearers,  and  fhall  fing  the  re- 
**  fponfes.  Moreovet,  we  aflign  to  the  faid  provod,  dignities,  canons  and  pre- 
**  bendars,  ccitain  defanA  lands  for  the  manfes  of  every  one  of  them  at  the 
*<  iaid  cathedral  kirk.  But  our  will  is,  that  every  one  of  them,  within  three 
<*  years  after  getting  peaceable  poir»'flion  of  their  benefices,  to  build  an  honeft 
**  manfe,  according  to  the  value  of  the  fruits  of  the  btntfice  in  which  he  may 
"  reft  or  fleep,  otherwife  he  (hall  not  be  judged  to  refide  among  othen, 
"  Likewife,  we  will  and  ordain  a  vicar  an  continual  penfion  of  ten  merks 
*■  Scott  money,  and  ad  half  lafi  of  vidual  every  year,  with  the  manfe  of  eve- 
«  ry  parocb  vicarage  eie^d  in  the  prefent  foundation,  from  the  fniita  and 
*■  emolomentt  nomned  and  inipofcd  by  ua  and  our  faccelTurs ;  who  (hall  be 
•*  boond  to  ferve  his  cure  perfonally  by  himiclf  as  oft  as  it  fiiallbe  vacant,  if 
**  need  (hall  be.  But  the  bi(hop  (hall  be  canon  of  St.  Ollay,  &c. ;  which  ap- 
"  plication  is  attelled  and  fubfcribcd  by  the  bi(hop  and  his  chapter,  on  the 
^  tSth  Odtober,  1544  years,  before  thefe  witneffes,  honourable,  honed  ar.d 
**^  difcreet  men,  vis ;  by  (figned)  Robertu*  OrcadtH,  £pifcopu%  NL betas 

<*  HaUro  de  Orphar,  manu  propria ;  SttpbamMi  Culrtr,  r edor  de  Stronfay  ; 
**  Peirm  ffm^,  TcAot  de  Hoy ;  Jmrnnfs  MatcwtU,  redor  Bcaim  Mdri^e^ 
**  de  Sanday ;  Maleolmut  HaUr^^  archideaconus  Zetlandis,  ac '  prebendarix 
«  SbbAk  Trinitatis,  Magmtt  StrMg,  prebendarius  Sandee  Colambs.  After 
renting  folly  the  application  above  mentioned,  with  the  atteftations  thereof, 
the  feondatioB  proceeds  to  the  confirmation  and  eredion  above  fpecified, 
^nd  fiudtionf  it  in  thefe  terms :  «  But  if  any  one  (hall  prefume  to  contra- 
**  vane  or  infringe,  at  Ood  forbid,  this  prefent  foundation,  in  whole  or  in  any 
"  part  thereof,  diredly  or  indiredly,  by  whatever  colour  or  pretence,  he  (hall 
<•  know,  that  he  will  Incur  .the  wrath  of  Almighty  God,  of  the  bleifed  Vir- 
f  ein  Maryi  and  of  all  the  faints,  and  cfpecially  of  St  Magnus  our  patron, 
'  ^  «  &c. 
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mtnifters  for  the  time  being,  on  the  other ;  therefore,  the  ftln 
pend,  in  (lead  of  being  augmented  fincc  the  faid  year  1653, 
is  a£liially  4ii^iiiii^cd  apd  made  worfe  than  it  was  in   1614^ 

by 

•?  &c  Dated  and  done  in  the  CMt  of  St  Andrew'j,  at  11  hours  fbreooao,  oc 

V  theteabout,  in  the  year  of  the  tncarnation  of  the  Lord,  JalY,  and  fortjc 
*«  five,  tipon  TuefJaj  the  twcntic  ape  day  of  July,  being  th^  third  indi<9ioa 

V  of  the  popedom  of  our  mod  fcreoe  father  ^nd  Lord  in  Chrifl,  Paul  th^ 
<<  third,  by  the  proyidence  of  God,  tbie  eleventh  year.  Venerable  and  cir- 
**  cumfpcft  men  being  prefent  there,  viz.     Sir  James  Strachcrtfyne,  &c. 

V  (Signed,)  Joannes  M<^ir,  Pra^ofitus  CoUegii  S^m^i  SaJyatoris,  moMm  frt^ria."^ 
The  preceding  ezcerpa  were  taken  from  a  double  or  copy  of  faid  founda- 
tion, which  appears  10  have  been  a  lonj^  verbofe  deed ;  a  full  copy  of  which 
could  not  be  eafily  contained  in  lefs  than  fifty  pages. 

The  foUovring  excerpt  was  taken  from  the  regider  of  aflignatitms  for  the 
mloiflers  (lipends  through  Scotland,  for  the  year  1574,  which  regiftcr  wa;^ 
given  in  compliment  by  Bifhop  Keith  to  the  Advocated  library  in  Ediobufgh, 
pn  iSth  Auguft  1746. 

<f  Mary  kirk  im  Strm/jf,  PtUr  kirk,  Si  NicMas  Kirk. 
<,*  Minifter,  his  ftipend  tQ  be  paid  as  follows,  vis.  The 

<*  thred  cf  the  feuacie  of  Orkney,  extending  to  ane  chalder  nine  boUt  three 
•*  parts  beir,  and  eleven  pounds  eleven  (hillings  one  penny,  and  two  part% 
**  filv'er,  to  be  paid  by  the  parifliionexsand  tackfmenofSt  Nidiobis»  pvochioe. 
«»  of  Stronfay  and  North  Stronfay.'* 

£i£)ay  and  Fstrayp 

..      «  Mr  James  Maxwell  reader  of  thir  kirks,  his  Ripend  twenty  pounds,  l«i. 

•*  be  paid  furth  of  the  thred  of  hii  own  benefice,  the  twa  chaplainries  St  Ci« 

•«  tharine's,  prebendary  and  vicarage  of  Suonfay,  with  the  vicar's  manfe  mi- 

•*  glcib." 

By  an  z6i  of  Piatt  or  provlfion  of  {lipeods,  for  the  kirks  of  Orkney  in  the 
year  1614,  whi^  proceeding  on,  and  referring  to  a  contrad  of  Sxcambion,  be- 
twixt  King  James  the  VI.  on  the  one  part,  and  Bilhop  Jamca  JLaw,  and  the 
chapter  of  the  cathedral  kirk  of  Orkney,  on  the  other  part,  «  The  provi. 
<*  fions  and  afilgnations  for  the  minifters  in  the  bilhoprick,  are  faid  to  hare 
•«.  left  unexhaufted  not  meikle  more  than  two  hundred  pounds  of  the  haiH- 
^  quantity  of  ihe  thirds  a{rumed,aUottog  to  thofe  particular  kirks,  within  the 
{*  biihoprick  after  fpecificdj  to  wit. 

«  I*  T^ 
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by  means  of  fatd  conTerfions,  which  are  now  found  detrimen-^ 
ti\  to  the  intercft  of  the  minifter.  The  rife  in  valucof  the  com- 
modities paid  in  kind,  was  found  to  be  fo  inconfi^erable,  that 

dovi%i 


Lafls, 

MeiU. 

M^itj 

rMalt, 

«  I.  To  Walls  and  Flotia, 

4 

. 

or 

%i 

**  2.  Floy.        6  barrels  butter,  aod  ball, 

10 

, 

or 

.9* 

**  3.  Stromnefs  and  Sandwich.     6  ditto 

la 

• 

or 

84 

11 

•  • 

or 

84 

•*  5.  Holm.                        .         6  -^ — 

14 

. 

or 

86 

•«  6.  Shiprnftray.      .         .         6 

— 

• 

or 

7». 

«  7.  The  reader  in  Kirkwall.      6  — — 

• 

i% 

• 

— 

li 

**  And  to  the  moderator. 

• 

One  hundred  pouni 

is. 

*♦  Tlien  the  haill  remanent  kirk»,  beinjr  of  hts  Majefl/'a  annexed  proper t^j 
**  are  for  moft  part  altogether  unproYided  ;  and  thofe  who  have  any  thing  at 
**  all,  has  yet  fo  fmall  means  of  maintenance,  as  no  boneft  man  will  under- 
<*  tiike  to  fenre  them.  Therefore  rcfoWed  to  unite  and  incorporate  together, 
«*  fiich  paroch  kirks  as  mij^tit  be  conjoined,  fo  as  to  reduce  the'  number  ot 
«*  kirks  and  minifters,  to  fuch  a  few  quantity,  and  their  Hipends  fueb  a  mo- 
<«  derate  proportion,  as  might  be  the  lead  diminution  pofiible  of  his  High- 
<*  nefs  rent,  as  well  for  the  help  and  fupply  of  fuch  kirks,  as  are  meanly  found- 
M  ed,  as  for  the  provifion  of  others,  which  have  no  dipenda.  To  alkw  with 
^  the  lead  detriment  poflible  to  his  Majefty's  rents,  in  the  J^,  to  the  twa 
«•  parifli  kirks  of  South  Ronsldftray,  and  parifli  kirk  in  Burray  united,  the 
**  the  minlflers  ftipend  to  be  helped  with  200  merks. 

<•  %d.  The  two  kirka  of  St  Andrews  and  Deemefs,  tn  the  mainland  o£ 
••  Orkney,  united,  the  minifter's  ftipencl  4O0  mcrks  money,  with  the  glebes 
**  and  vicarages  of  the  laid  kirks. 

«•  3^,  BiHay  and  Hanay,  twa  pax  ifli  kirks  in  the  mainland,  united,  the 
••  ihinifter's  ftipend  400  merks,  with  the  glebes  and  Ticarages  ot  the  fai4 
••   kirks. 

«  4/A,  Efie  and  Rendal,  twa  parilh kirks  in  the  mainland,  united,  the  mini- 
*'  fter's  dipend  300  mexks,  with  the  manfe,  glebes  and  vicaragc»  of  the  fiud 
••  kirks. 

"  5/A,  The  ifle  of  Roafay  and  Egliftray,  twa  parilh  kirks  uuitcd,  the  mi- 
^  nider'i  ftipcnd  300  merks,  with  the  glebes  and  vicar agcb  uf  the  faid  kirks. 
«•  ttbt  The  iilca  qf  Wcfiray  aod  Papa  Wtftray,  unittd,  thQ  minifter's  fti- 
y^  f  end  to  be  helped  ^00  mcrks,  with  ihc  vicarage,  uunfc  axxd  gkbcs. 
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down  to  the  date  of  the  incumbent^sadmtffioiiy  in  17791  tfaU 
whole  bencficei  including  ftipcnd  and  glebes,  was  let  for  a 
period  of  ten  or  twelrc  years  precedingi  from  year  to  year,  at 
th  greater  fum  than  54 1.  Sterling }  out  of  this  fmali  benefice^ 
the  minider  is  obliged  to  pay  one  (hilling  Sterling  of  freight 
eVery  time  he  pafles  over  the  ferry  to  preach  in  the  ifland  of 
Eday.  There  is  no  fund  for  communion  elements,  as  the 
ftipend  was  never  modified  by  the  court  of  Teinds.  Lord 
Dundas  is  patron. 

The  kirks  were  in  a  ruinous  date  in  1779.  The  kirk  of 
Stronfay^  which.was  built  in  1726,  got  new  dates  put  on  \ts 
roof  in  1685,  but  it  dill  needs  great  repairs.  The  kirk  of 
Eday,  which  was  buik  about  the  year  1730,  is  in  a  ruinous 
ftate  *,  it  had  not  a  pane  of  glafs  in  any  of  its  windows  in  the 
memory  of  any  man  living.  As  it  is  fituated  at  feren  miles 
didance  from  the  manfe,  and  in  another  ifland,  and  in  fo 
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«  7M,  Burncfs  and  the  ille  of  Sanday,  and  North  R«naMftray,  twa  pa- 
^  riih  kirks  united,  the  miniftcrs  (lipend  300  mcrks,  with  manfe,  glebes,  ani 
*«  viccardgc  of  Noith  Ronaldftray. 

^  %tb,  Stronfay,  £day,  and  Fairay,  four  parilli  kirks  united,  the  miniiler'a 
^  ftipcnd  to  be  helped  with  aoo  merki. 

"  y/^,  Firth,  and  Stenhoufe,  twa  parlfli  kirks  in  the  mainland,  to  be  pro« 
*<  vided  with  three  hundred  merks,  of  the  furpius  of  bifhops  thirds,  with  the 
^  viccarage,  glebes,  and  manfe,  of  the  faid  kirks. 

*<  It  being  alwife  therewith  declared,  that  his  gratitude  for  the  help  and 
"  fupply,  ^nd  provlfion  of  thefe  kirks,  extending  in  the  year  to  the  fum  of 
"  two  thoufand  four  hundred  merks,  payable  furth  of  his  Majefly's  tents; 
•«  and  duty  of  the  tack  thereof,  fct  by  his  Majcfty  toXord  Ochikric  for  certain 
•*  years.  The  which  fum^divided  among  the  fatd  united  kirka  in  manner  abo^c 
«*  fpecified,  by  the  faid  James  Law,  now  Arch- BiHiop  of  Glafgow,  (hall  re- 
«  main  as  a  folid  and  conflant  afiignation,  enduring  the  time  of  conclnaance 
««  tf  the  prcfent  tack,  &c/' 
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i)ad  a  ftate,  the  minifter  wHl  not  be  able  to  officiate  there  at 
al],  if  the  heritors  do  not  rebuild  or  repair  it*. 

Poors  Funds  aud  Schools. — ^A  houfe  arid  fmall  parcel  of 
land  was  mortified  to  the  poor  of  the  parifti  of  Stronfay  a- 
bout  fifty  years  ago,  into  the  poffefTion  of  which  one  of  the 
principal  heritors  dipt  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  during  the 
vacancy  of  the  parifh,  at  lead  during  the  infane  ftate  of 
mind  into  which  the  minifter  had  fallen,  about  twenty  three 
years  ago  \  and  that  after  this  heritable  fubjecb  had  been  many 
years  in  the  pofieflion  of  the  minifter  and  khrk  feifioa  of  Stron- 
fay,  as  truftees  for  the  poor.  Thefe  truflees^  ferersil  years  paft^ 
have  been  have  been  nfmg  legal  means,  all  others  having  pro- 
red  unfuccefsful,  to  recover  their  pofiTefBon  and  property. 

Tlie  kirk  feflions  of  Stronfay  and  £day  have  no  other  funds 
for  the  relief  of  indigent  objeAs,  except  the  weekly  and  fa- 
cramental  collections,  with  fome  fmaU  penalties  from  delin^ 
qaents ;  m  all,  not  exceeding  8  1,  Sterling  yearly,  out  of  wliich^ 
the  feflion  clerks  and  kirk  officers  falaries  tmift  be  paid  1  fo 
that,  after  paying  for  coffins  for  thofe  on  the  poor's  roll  whd 
die  annually,,  the  pittance  is  tery  fmaU,  indeed,  which  remains 
to  be  diftributed  among  the  nloft  deftitute  bbjcdts  in  thefc 
liniced  pariflies,  whofe  number  amounts,  at  an  average,  to 
twenty  five. 

Vol.  XV.  *  3  I  As 

•  A  decreet  of  the  prc^tytcry  of  North  ides  wciit  out  in  the  year  1780^ 
for  rcp'alring  the  manfe,  and  building  offices.  But  thefe  repairs  and  buildings 
•e  not  yet  executed  ;  they  arc  indeed  far  from  being  cotxipleated. 

The  minifter  gave  the  heric6rs  no  charge  on  this  decreet,  till  fevcn  yean 
after  iu  date,  in  hopes  that  there  would  be  no  neccffity  for  charging 
them ;  but  thefe  hopes  were  fmftrated  ;  accordingly,  he  gave  them  a  charge, 
which  they  inftantly  fufpended,  and  they  have  litigated  the  caufe  for  other 
feven  years  before  the  Court  of  Seflion,  and  before  arbiters,  wh*fe  final  de- 
creet hath  tiot  at  ftx  been  given  ouc 
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As  few  or  none  of  the  heritors  rcfide  within  the  boirm)! 
of  this  diilri£t|  and  as  not  any  of  the  non-rcnding  heritorf 
contribute  any  fum  whatever  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  ;  their  fupport  muft  depend  on  tht  families  of  the  mi- 
nifter  and  pari(hioners. 

The  heritors  of  Stronfay  agreea,  about  fifteen  years  age, 
to  give  a  Salary  of  three  pounds  Sterling  to  a  fchoolmafter. 
But  tUs  falary,  fmali  though  it  be,  hath  not  been  regularly 
paid  \  and  to  procure,  in  terms  of  law,  a  (alary  and  fchooi- 
houfe,  would  infer  greater  expence  than  the  minifter  can, 
in  his  pre£ent  circumftances,  afford.  The  heritors  are  un- 
willing, and  the  parifhioners  of  Stronfay  and  of  Eday  an 
unable,  to  acconiplifh  this  dcfireabie  end*  A  fociety-fchool 
hath,  for  fcreral  years  paft,  been  a  great  benefit  to  the  poor 
chHdren  in  the  parifli  dF  Stronfay*  Such  a  fchool  is  highly 
neeeflary  in  die  rfland  of  £day ;  bnt  nCrmberlefs  appiicationd^ 
at  different  periodt,  by  the  minifter  to  the  fodety  for  prop> 
gating  chriftian  knowledge,  have  been  rcjcAed,  on  account 
of  a  regulation  which  that  fociety  Have  lozig  adopted ;  vir. 
to  eftabltih  their  fchools  only  in  pariflies  which  have  paxT>- 
chial  fchools  or  falaries  paid  by  fome  of  the  heritors  or  by 
the  parifhioners. 

^  Climate  and  Difeo/ts.^-^Thit  fituation  of  this  diftrtct^  (ut- 
rounded  as  tt  is  by  the  fca,  aifid  at  a  moderate  elevation  above 
the  level  of  it,  is  thus  rendered  wholefome  and  agreeable, 
particularly  during  the  fummer  months,  when  the  feafona 
are  dry  and  wann  ;  but  as  it  is  expofed  to  heavy  rains  and 
thick  weather  in  winter,  with  gales  of  wind  in  fpring  and 
autumn,  thofe  who  cannot  eafily  put  up  with  retirement,  and 
to  be  confined  within  narrow  bounds,  for  fcven  or  eight 
months,  muft  find  it  an  uncomfortab!*'  place  of  reCdence. 

Some 
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SofRC  of  the  on-call  work,  or  undefined  ferviced  of  ancient 
liinesy  ate  (till  exa£led ;  which  circumftance,  with  the  f;reat 
proportion  of  gloomy  and  wet  weather  to  which  the  inhabi«» 
tants  are  expofedj  and  the  little  encouragement  given  by  the 
iiigher  ranks  of  people  to  their  inferiors,  to  excite  a  fpirit  of 
emulation,  and  to  promote  improvements  in  agriculture  and 
raanufadures,  give  the  inhabitants,  In  general,  and  the  lower 
ranks  in  particular,  a  demure  afpefb,  and  cpntribute,  perhaps^ 
in  feme  meafure,  to  introduce  and  propagate  certain  ma^la* 
-dies,  which  have  unfortunately  become  too  common  in  this 
diftri£l  5  particulary  fevere  colds,  rheumatifms,  confumptions, 
paralytic  complaints,  ^nd  fymptoms  of  infanity*. 

3  I  ^  Ckara^cr 

*■  The  following  ctfc  may  pei:hapf  appear  fingular.  A  yoaog  gkl^  in  tJie 
ifland  of  StronTaj,  named  Jean  Brawn,  the  daughter  of  a  poor  Uboorer,  in 
the  year  1788^  when  abmit  eleven  yean  of  age,  was  afieded  with  paina  all 
OTer  her  body;  thele  at  firjft  continued. only  a  few  days,  but  recurred  each 
fortnight  periodically,  for  a  conilderablp  number  of  mootht.  Afterwards,  the 
paint  retorne4  monthly,  were  of  lo|igf  r  continuance  an4  proved  moric  vio- 
lent, and  her  fpee^  became  greatly  addled.  In  this.ftate  fhe  reinaii}cd  aboyt 
two  years.  After  which  period,  hex  interyals  of  fickncdi  and  heahh  gra<lua). 
ly  approache4  to  so  equality  of  duration,  aad  fucceeded  each  other  quarter- 
ly ;  that  if»  yi  (pring  and  autumn,  flie  was  greatly  difirefled  and  loft  her 
fpeech  entirely ;  her  p^s  incrpafed  to  fi^h  a  degree,  that  Ihe  groaned  and 
moaned  perpetually  when  awake ;  flie  could  fit  in  a.  chair,  and  could  move 
flowly  about  the  fidea  of  the  houles,  leaai^ng  to  fqch  things  as  Ihe  found  in 
her  way.  In  the  fummer  and  winter  quarters  her  pains  abated,  and  ihe  tt' 
^vered  her  fpeech.  In  this  ftate  ijie  continued  until  the  month  of  May  1793, 
which  was  the  periodical  feafon  of  her  recovery ;  in  (lead  of  which,  (he  con- 
tinned  exceedingly  diftrcifed,  for  about  (ix  months ;  when  ftie  again,  to  the  . 
great  forprife  and  joy  of  her  parents,  recovered  not  only  her  fpeech,  but  like- 
vile  her  health,  in  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  hn  inclined  to  engage  to  go  to  fetvice 
i^  winter,  which  engagement  (he  adually  performed.  Whether  her  pains 
will  continue  to  return  periodically,  and  at  increafiog  intervals  of  tinie|  as 
Ipnpcrjff  is  a  fub^eA  for  the  medical  faculty  to  difculs.   This  cafe  baffled  the 
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CharaBir  dttd  Mahttfrs  tf  tbe  InhMutarUs. — The  nzsto^ 
and  rcftn£led  boundaries  of  the  inhabitants  of  thcfe  Ubnds, 
^trcumfcribed  as  they  arc  by  tlie  fea,  hire  atendcncf  to 
elevate  the  miiids  of  thofe  who  move  in  the  h^hcr  tanks 

of 

Ikm  of  all  the  doAon  to  whom  this  poor  girr»  parenu  hid  «cccCi ;  at  leill, 
f  very  medicine  which  could  he  procured,  was  incffcdual  to  obuin  for  her  any 
nfe  or  relief  from  trouble. . 

Another  extraordinary  cafe,  is,  of  a  yonnj:  girl  in  the  fame  iHand  of  Stron- 
lay,  whofe  name  it  Ifabel  Stpclair  :  Her  father  poCcict  a  fmall  farm  aa  fob- 
tenant  :  Hi»  afiUirs  have  been  embarrafled,  and  his  family  reduced  to  ftraiu 
by  his  daughter's  ilhief«.  In  November  1785,  at  eight  years  of  age,  when 
going  to  a  well  for  water,  ihe  was  inftantaneoufly  ftruck  with  what  was  fop- 
pofed  to  be  the  palfy.  She  was  carried  to  her  father's  houfc  fpecchlcft,  and 
almoft  totally  defiitute  of  the  ufe  of  her  limbs,  and  feemed  to  have  little  or 
no  ezerciie  of  her  mental  faculties ;  ibe  was  afterwards  entirely  confined  to  her 
bed.  During  which  confinement,  (he  was  fomettmes  lifted  up  and  carried  to  an 
elbow  chair,  where  fiie  fat  for  fome  hours,  and  behoved  to  be  carried  back 
again  to  her  bed.  She  could  hardly  lift  up  her  eyef ,  and  fomettmes  appeared  to 
he  in  great  dillrefs.  Her  appetite,  however,  did  not  forfake  her,  and  flie  ad« 
Tpnced  in  grqwth,  no  lefs  progrcflively  than  if  ihe  had  been  'in  health ;  but, 
unfortunately,  for  the  mean  ftation  of  her  parentK,  there  was  little  meat  or 
drink  of  the  produce  of  Orkney  which  ihe  could  receive  into  her  mouth  ;  and 
irhen  (he  did  leccive  and  fwallow  the  ufual  country  fare,  it  did  not  rell  oa 
her  ftomach  byt  came  up  again.  Flour,  barley,  bifcuit,  pealc,  which  are  exo- 
tics, with  potatoes  and  milk,  of  Orkney  produce,  were  the  proviiionsby  which 
Ihe  was  nouriihed.  She  eat  fo  freely,  that,  though  deftitute  of  common  ex* 
^cife  and  freih  open  air,  the  grpwth  of  her  perfon  advanced  as  quickly  as  if 
Ihe  had  been  in  health, 

Tn  this  diftrelTed  and  difmal  flate  flie  remained  for  nine  complcat  years. 
(he  was  ayerfe  to  take  medicines  of  any  ibrt,  which,  however,  were  often  pro- 
f  ttied  for  her,  b  hopes  that  they  woyld  contribute  to  her  recovery ;  and  when 
Ike  took  them,  they  had  no  inf^uenc^  on  her  ftate  of  health.  In  the  month  of 
November  1793,  after  a  violent  and  painful  ihuggle  one  night,  Ibe,  to  the 
great  joy  of  her  parents,  and  to  the  alkoniikment  of  all  who  had  leen  or  henti 
of  her  fingular  malady,  recovered  her  fpeech  and  the  ezercife  of  her  memal 
faculties ;  upon  which  Ihe  foon  expreifed  deiire  for  cleaivcloaths,  and  to  be 
dre^Tcdi  (which  Ihc  had  not  been  dufing  her  nine  years  iUnefs,}  that  (h^ 
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pf  Kfc,  and  to  iiiipire  them  with  a  degree  of  importance, 
to  which  ftrangcra  are  frequently  inclined  to  difpute  the 
juftncfs  of  their  claim.  The  heritors,  in  general,  have 
not  yet  e:(hibited  ready  difpofitions  to  encourage  .md  re* 
ward  an  adive  fpirit  of  induftry  and  improvement,  by 
lengthening  the  leafes  of  their  tenants,  or  otherwife ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  have  overlooked  fuch  indications  of  fpirit,  when 
^exhibited  by  their  tenants,  and  have  been  ready  to  attribute 
their  confequent  fuccefs  to  the  lucrative  terms  on  whith  they 
held  their  pofleflions,  and  accordingly  made  this  a  pretence 
for  exafling  more  rent ;  with  which  demand,  however  un- 
reafonable,  if  the  induftrious  farmers  did  not  comply,  others, 
kfs  Ikilful,  or  lefs  aflive,  have  been  preferred,  merely  by 
ihowing  a  readinefs  to  agree  to  terms,  which,  inftead  of  being 
able  to  implement,  they  have  found,  on  trial,  that  they  were 
finable  to  pay  up  even  the  pld  rent  exclufive  of  the  additional 
rent. 

This  condu£l  tends  greatly  to  difcourage  tenants,  and  hath 
contributed  much  to  prevent  any  improvement  of  the  (bil, 
from  a  dread  thus  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  tenants  of  being 
difpollcfll'd,  or  of  being  obliged  to  promife  more  rent  than 
they  could  afford  to  pay.  To  this  caufe,  a  fufpicious  and 
diftruftful  fpirit  between  heritors,  tenants,' and  fub-tenants, 
may  in  a  great  meafure  be  afcribed.  Hence  a  defire  to  con- 
ceal their  property  and  their  gains,  one  from  another,  and 
to  take  undue  advantages,  when  an  opportunity  occurs,  by 
way  of  retaliation,  for  real  or  imaginary  injuries  done  them. 

The 

might  get  OQt  of  bed.  She  w^e  then  very  week  and  feeeblr,  as  might  natn* 
rallr  be  cxpeded ;  (he  gradually  recovered,  though  flowly ;  (he  now  coiiverfes 
ratioiiab]y»  aod  appears  to  have  fuitable  iropreflioDs  of  pious  gratitude  for  hec 
recovery. 

Of  tholiB  who  have  been  affeAed  or  cut  olF  by  the  other  maladies  above  meiK 
tioDcdy  it  is  unoeceiTary  (o  fpecify  iiiftanccsy  as  their  caf;:3  appeared  to  be  of 
a  commoD  fclodj 
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The  inhabitants  are,  in  general,  of  an  obliging,  kind,  hod 
pitablc  difpofition  to  one  another,  and  alfo  to  ftrangers ;  cf- 
pccially  when,  on  particular  occ|f  ons,  as  at  weddings,  baj>- 
tifms,  8cc.  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  gratify  that  fpirit 
of  importviTice,  which  they  pofflcfs,  by  furnifliing  entertain* 
mcnta  in  a  ftllc  fapcrior  to  what  might  be  expcdled  from 
their  ftations  and  circnmftances  in  life.  On  thefe  occaConSj^ 
the  higheft  compliment  which  the  guclb  can  confer  on  their 
entertainer,  is  to  (it  to  a  very  late  hour,  and  to  partake  freely 
of  the  bed  things  fet  before  them.^ 

Mifcttlaneous, 

S  It  ia  to  be  lamcDted  thatibc  heritors, not  only  in  thU  (li(lrl<Sl,  but  thtougK 
Orkney,  Id  general,  are  not  fo  readf,  at  might  be  expedcd,  to  unite  with  the 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  in  promoting  the  caufe  of  religion  and  virtue,  with  re- 
gard to  parochial  fchooU  and  a  provifion  for  the  poor,  a<  above  flatcd ;  they, 
moreover,  do  frequently  manifcft  a  disinclination  to  build  ox  repair  fuicablc 
kirks  and  manfcs,  and  to  make  a  decent  provifion  for  the  fupport  of  the  dcc^ 
gy,  by  wlucb  the  iptcieft^  oX  religion  are  materially  iojticed,  and  the  cftar 
blilhed  clergymen,  wit}^  tbcii  families,  greatly  diftrefied. 

The  iflue  of  fome  tedious  and  cxpenfive  law  fuits,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  wlii 
not  only  open  the  eyes  of  the  laity  to  their  own  intereft,  but  the  prefent  ftite 
uf  public  afiairs  will,  it  is  pcefiimed,  elTedually  convince  them,  that  the  inte- 
|-eiU  of  the  clergy,  of  tl^e  ^ity,  and  of  all  ranks  in  iuciety,  arc  fo  blended  and 
mutually  conneded,  that  it  is  true  wifdom  and  found  policy,  to  ftrengthcn 
by  combining,  rather  tban  Co  weaken  by  dividing  them  j  efpecially  as  a  fui« 
table  provifion,  and  the  accomoilation  of  kirks  and  manfcs,  are  eiTcntially  re- 
quifite  to  the  decent  and  regular  difchvge  of  a  clergyman's  office,  which  con- 
£(ls  chiefly  a|i  explaifitng  and  in  calculating  the  dodrines  and  precepts  of  our 
holy  religion ;  which  vyill  invariably  b^  fovnd  the  tnoft  efiedual  qtc^ns  to 
fecure  a  due  fubordination  of  ranks  in  fociety ;  which  fubordinations  is  ef. 
fential  to  the  happinefs  of  the  community,  as  well  as  the  bed  means  to  pro- 
aaote  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  inteteft  of  ^individuals. 

The  common  people  of  this  diftri  A  remain  to  this  day  fo  credulous,  as  t« 
think  that  faiiies  do  exill ;  that  an  inferior  fpecies  of  witch-craft  is  flill  prac- 
tijTpd,  and  that  houfes  have  been  hiuntcd|  not  only  in  former  ages,  but  that 

they 
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K'Afcdlanmis  Obfrrvaiiom, — TliC  center  of  the  Orkney  i- 
Hands  lies  in  latitude  56°  North.    The  weather  is  in  general 

moderate, 

they  are  bMsntcd,  at  le&fl  nolfes  are  heard,  which  cannot  be  accotmted  for  on 
fational  princij^es,  eten  In  oar  d»y«.  An  inftancc  of  the  latter  hapf»ened  oiw 
ly  three  years  ago,  jn  the  houfe  of  John  Spence,  boat-carpenter^  which  hoafe 
Hands  within  the  diftance  6{  a  quarter  of  a  mile  froitr  the  maofe  ol  Straofay. 
In  the  month  of  (LptiXtj^i^  this  carpenter  had  aimoft  tompleated  a  boat» 
trhich  he  had  ^  Che  ftocks  7  He,  his  wife,  his  fervant,  and  his  children,  one 
night  fometime  after  they  were  laid  in  bed,  heard  a  noife  refembling  what  he 
had  been  accvftomed  to  make  when  driving  nails  into  the  boat.  It  continued 
a  long  time.  He  Ibppofed  it  to  be  boys  ^bo  baring  come  that  way  at  a 
Jafe  hour,  were  amufing  themfeltes.  At  hft  he  got  up,  and  wetft  on  with  ait 
mtention  to  reprove  and  difmife  theno.  The  noife  ceafed  on  his  going  out  of 
doors  to  the  boat,  which  ftood  hard  by  his  houfe ;  but  he  could  neither  fee  nor 
hear  afrf  body.  The  rroife  was  heard  by  all  the  family,  not  only  that  night, 
bat  many  nights  after ;  not  nightly,  in  confiant  fucceflion,  but  at  irregular  in- 
tet  vals.  Whilft  the  boat  lay  on  the  (locks,  it  {was  ftill  apprehended  that  the 
noiie  proceeded  from  it,  although  no  marks  of  ftrokes  could  bde  ec^rned,  erea 
after  it  had  been  newly  covered  over  with  tar,  within  and  with«iut,  when  the 
kaft  touch  will  make  an  impreflion.  The  miftreis  of  the  hoofa  and  the  child- 
i'en  were  alarnied  ^  at  her  earned  re^effc^  therefore,  in  order  to  remave  tU 
fcdlually  the  fuppofed  caufi:  of  the  noile,  the  boat  when  6ni(hed,  was  ferx 
home,  which  happened  to  be  to  a  place  on  the  other  fide  ttf  the  ifland,  from 
which  place  the  noife  could  hot  reacb  the  carpenrer*s  houfe.  Yet  lo !  and 
behold !  the  fame  noife  continned,  even  when  ther*  was  no  boat  on  the  Aocks, 
and  that  for  no  kfs  than  four  months  ;  and  as  the  time  elapfcd,  the  noife 
increafed  with  Dill  louder  and  quicker  (Irokes,  nntil  it  caime  to*  refcmble  the 
flroket  of  two  men  hard  at  work  on  a  fmith*a  anvil.  It  altered  at  laft,  not 
only  the  founds  of  much  fatigue,  when  men  are  employed  in  fuch  work,  but 
moana  of  great  diftrefr. 

AU  which  feemed  to  this  teiily  to  procevd  femetimes  from  one  quarter, 
and  at  other  times  from  another  quarter  within  their  houfe.  Some  of  xhc 
neighbours  were  brought  to  fleep  in  the  houfe,  in  order  to  difcover  the  delu- 
lion  or  impofition,  if  any  inch  eiifted.  The  fiune  noife,  at  the  ufual  time  of 
the  night,  was  heard  by  thefe  neighbours  as  well  as  by  the  family.  The  maf* 
ter  of  the  houfe  himfelf  began  at  lad  to  be  fomewhat  alarmed ;  but,  putting 
Da  tmft  in  Cod,  he  rcfolvcd  to  addiefs  this  fupematural  dlHurbcr,  and  to  aik, 
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moderate,  and  the  climate  temperate.  But  gales  of  wind,  iti 
the  end  of  July,  or  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  have  fometimcs 

greatly 

what  it  mcftnt  or  what  it  winted  :  Accordingly,  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
following,  one  nighc  ifter  he  had  lain  fometime  in  bed  with  hia  wife  and 
children,  upon  bearing  the  hft  mentioned  aggravated  Qoife,accAnpaoicd  with 
dilmal  groans  he  (at  np  in  hit  bed,  and  foiemnly  conjnred  it,  io  the  name  of 
the  Holf  Trinity,  to  fpeak,  if  it  had  any  thing  to  fay  to  him.  Inarticnbte 
founds  of  a  faukering  tongue  unable  to  fpeak,  accaftapasaed  with  diiinal  groans 
were  heard. 

The  noife  foon  after  ceafed,  and  did  not  return  any  more  to  difiurb  this 
family.  The  preceding  account  the  minifter  ficqncntly  heard  from  the  faid 
John  Spence,  and  alio  from  hik  wife,  when  leparatejy  examined  by  him  on  thaf 
lubjt^fc,  on  which  ocoafions  they  always  appeared  grave  and  fcrious. 

Iff  this  eminently  enlightened  age,  when  athetfm  and  irccligton  have  been 
very  adrve  in  bringing,  not  only  fuperftition  and  cnthufiafin,  but  religion  it- 
felf  to  the  Guillotine,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the  traits  of  charader  now 
exhibited  Will  be  held  in  deriGon,  and  the  drawer  therof  ezpoCbd  to  infinite 
ridicule  on  account  of  the  preceding  narrative,  by  thofe  who  glory  in  being 
fuperior  to  vulgar  prt|udicea.  If  this  (hoold  be  the  cafe,  he  wiH  not  attempt 
to  remonftrate,  but  only  humbly  propofe  the  following  queries,  if.  Are  the 
inconfiderable  remains  of  fuperftition  and  enthufiafin,  which  do  afled  the 
charader  only  in  fmall  and  unimportant  matters;  or  fceptidfm,  which  give^ 
a  new  and  totally  different  direAlon  to  the  underilanding  and  the  will,  leaft 
dangerous  to  our  happy  oftablifliment  in  church  and  fkate  ?  And  whereas  the 
human  mind  is  a  fruitful  field,  in  which  wholefome  herbs,  or  noxious  wecdi, 
will  fpring  up  and  flouriih,— -o^jr,  Is  it  wifer  to  pluck  up  at  once  the  whole 
exifting  crop,  before  we  have  duly  confidered  the  nature  and  tendency  of  tht 
feed  to  ht  fubftitured  in  its  place;  or  to  continue  to  cultivate  the  feeds  of  re- 
vealed religion,  (which  fyftem  hath  been  held  in  high  efttmation  by  wife  men 
in  all  ages  of  world,)  and  at  the  fame  time,  gradually  to  check  and  eradicate 
pernicious  errors  and  immoral  prudices  ?  A  candid  examination  of  thcfe 
queries  may  poflibly  furnilh  fome  apology,  why  the  minifter  and  people  of  this 
diHriA  are  not  very  hally  to  exchange  old  prejudices  for  new  and  ftrange  doe- 
tiines,  which  eventually  may  be,  and  in  a  neighbouring  nation  have  been  iiib* 
verlivr.  of  the  ftinciples  of  religion  natural  and  revealed. 


of  Stro:ifay  and  Edaj.  4  3  J 

preatly  injured  tlie  crop  of  the  whole  country.  This  was 
the  cafe  in  the  year  1778,  on  the  14th  of  Auguft>  when  a 
;;alc  of  weftcrly  windi  of  not  more  than  four  hours  continu- 
ance, drove  the  fray  of  the  fea  over  the  Orkney  iilanday  which 
dn maged  the  crop  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  found  nccef- 
fary  to  import  about  18,000  bolls  of  meal  and  bear,^  which, 
with  large  quaatitics  of  bi£cut,  potatoes,  p^afe^  barley  9r4 
malt,  coft  the  confumers  no  lefa  a  futr\  than  15,000 1.  Ster- 
ling, that  is,  nearly  twice  the  grofs  rent  of  the  country;  Crops 
1782, 1783,  1784,  1785,  were  poor  indeed,  but  not  fo  bad  as 
that  of  1778.  Tofupply  the  deficiency  of  the  f;:^id  four  crops, 
nearly  20,000  bdlk  qf  vidtual  were  imported  into  Orkney.  The 
crops  for  feveral  years  laft  pad,  have  been  fo  much  better^ 
that  confiderable  quantities  of  viftital  have  been  exported. 

The  ferries  in  this  difttiG,  and  through  all  Orkney,  except 
on  the  poft  road  from  Caithncfs  to  Kirkwallj  arc  not  urider 
proper  regulations^  There  are  no  dated  ferry-men,  the  freights 
are  accordingly  impofed  at  tl>e  pleafurc  of  the  boatmen  who 
crofs  over  with  paflengers,  which  renders  tl^  expence  and 
trouble  of  ttareUing  through  thefc  iflands  very  great,  and  dif- 
firnlt  to  be  afcertained. 

Thcrs  are  alc-houfes  in  almod  all  the  iflands,  but  no  inns# 
'^xcept  in  Kirkwall  and  Stromnefs,  the  only  towns  In  Orkney ; 
which  circumflance  makes  it  inconvenient  for  ft  rangers  to 
pnfs  throtigh  this  country  •,  this  defeft,  however,  is  well  fup- 
pllcd  by  the  moft  refpectable  people  in  each  of  the  iflands, 
who  receive  and  accommodate  travellers  with  great  hofpitality 
and  klndnefs. 

The  inhabitants  of  Orkney  are  nearly  the  fame  in  number 
now,  ( 1  794,)  according  to  accounts  hitcly  <;ivcn  in  by  the 
fevcra!  minifters,  to  the  fynod  of  Orkney,  a^  thry  were  found 
to  be  by  like  accounts  given  in  to  Murdoch  Mnckcnzie,  ma- 
Titimc  furveyor  of  thefe  iflands,  about  the  year  1 750  5  viz. 
frcm  23  to  24,000. 

Vol.  XV.  3  K  There 
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Theile  are  eighteen  pariOi-minifters  in  Orkneji  (die  pari(h 
kiiks  thirty  two,)  divided  into  three  prefbyteries,  in  each  of 
which  there  are  fix  minifters.  Of  thofc  who  filled  thefe 
offices  twenty  five  years  ago>  when  the  author  of  this  article 
was  fettled,  only  three  incumbents  now  remain,  one  in  eacb 
of  the  prefbyteries ;  viz.  one  in  the  parities  of  Hoy  and 
Guymfay,  one  in  the  pariihs  of  Ronfay  and  Eglifliay ;  all 
the  other  pariOies  in  Orkney,  have  been  vacated  by  the  death 
of  their  rcfpedive  paftors,  fome  of  them  by  the  death  of 
more  than  one  incumbent. 

This  obfervation  tends  to  (how,  that  the  infcription  over 
the  door  of  the  minifter  firft  in  order,  in  the  burgh  of  Kirk- 
wall, in  Orkney,  might  very  properly  be  put  over  the  door 
of  every  minifter's  manfe  in  the  county,  to  keep  the  poflef- 
fors  in  mind  of  the  rapidicy  of  fucceffion,  and  fliortneis  of 
the  time  which  all  and  each  of  diem  can  reafonably  cxpcft 
to  hold  their  offices.  The  infcription  is  in  a  Monldfh  rhymfj 
as  follows : 

Omnia  terreoa,  per  vices funt  iliciu; 

Ntmc  net,  tunc  hnjot ;  poll  msncm  acfcio  cafoi^ 
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NUMBER    XXI. 
PARISH  OF  GLENCROSS. 


(PllESBTTERT    OF    DaLKEITH^   StNOD  OF  LoTHTAK   AND 
TWEEDDALE,  AMD  CoUNTT  Of3IiD-LoTHIAN.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Torrence,  Minijler. 

xtnu  ADDITION  by  t«« 

Rev.  Dr  John  Walker,  Minijler  of  Colington, 

Professor  of  Natural  Hi&tort  im  the  University  of 
Edinburgh. 

Situation  and  Extent* 

X  HIS  parUh  is  fituated  about  7  miles  Weft  from  Bdin- 
burg  :  The  roads  leading  to  Biggar,  Moffat,  and  Peebles,  run 
through  it.  The  extent  of  it  is  nearly  about  3  miles  from 
Eaft  to  Weft,  and  the  fame  diftance  from  South  to  North.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  Eaft  and  South  by  the  parifli  of  Lafswade, 
and  on  the  Weft  and  North  by  the  pariOies  of  Pennycuick  and 
Colington.  It  had  formerly  been  a  part  of  the  pariihes  of  LafP* 
wade  and  Pennycuick,  and  w^  ere£ted  into  a  feparate  pariih 

Sr  1616. 
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Pcpulaiion.-^Thetc  is  rcafon  to  believe  that  the  population 
of  this  parilh  has  dccreafcd  confidcrably  within  thcfe  40  years, 
on  account  pf  the  union  of  farms.  At  prcfent  there  are  385 
fouls,  73  families,  175  males,  245  unmarried. 
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Jgrkulture. — ^The  grcateft  part  of  this  parifti  is  adapted 
to  pafturage,  being  part  of  the  Fentland  hills  \  and  it  is  fuppof- 
frd  that  tile  farmers  would  find  their  account  in  dire£ling  their 
attention  more  to  this  objed,  in  other  parts  of  the  pariih. 
The  moft  profitable  crops  are  oats  and  grafs,  and  tlie  moil 
fubftantial  improvements  are  draining  and  manuring  with 
lime. 

There  arc  in  this  parifli  about  60  fcorc  of  (beep,  about 
250  cows  and  oxen,  and  about  loc  horfcs.  The  (heep  in  tliis 
parifh  arc  generally  of  the  common  black  faced  kind.  The 
farmers  hava  hitherto  found  no  other  kind  fo  hardy  and  fo 
profitable-  Smearing  is  univerfally  praQifed  by  the  farmers. 
They  think  it  defends  from  the  cold,  the  rot^  and  the  fcsb. 
They  give  31b  of  butter  to  i  pint  of  tar,  and  about  6  pints  of 
tar  and  i^ll^  of  butter  tp  the  fcore.    Lambs  fell  from  4s.  to 

6^. 
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tfs.  s  wool,  from  js.  to  75.  pet  ftonc  •,  ewes  with  kmb  from  ios» 

to   125. 

The  mttltttte  paid  by  the  farmers  is  i  "peck  to  6  firlots  of 
(hiltingy  atkl  about  half  a  peck  of  meal  to  every  boll  of  oats. 
The  great  complaint  on  this  article,  i8,-^that  the  multure  is 
meafured,  not  weighed,  and  that  the  meafures  are  large  and 
uncertain. 

Manufa8ares ''-^In  this  parifb  there  is  one  diftillery,  one 
bleacfafield>  \M/o  corn- millsi  one  barky-mill,  three  fmiths,  two 
mafons,  two  wrights^  two  weayerg,  one  taylor,  two  butchersi 
^nd  one  coalUer. 

Fojfds. — ^The  part  of  the  Pentland  hills  which  is  in  this 
parifh,  like  all  the  reft  of  that  range  of  mountains,  conGds 
of  different  forts  of  whinftone,  and  other  lapideous  ftrata, 
which  arc  commonly  termed  primitive  rocks.  The  lower 
grounds  in  the  parifh,  which  form  part  of  the  valley  of  Mid 
Lothian,  contain  foiliis  of  a  very  different  kind,  and  which 
are  known  by  the  name  oifecundaryjlrata.  The%  ^icfand-' 
Jloney  Umeftoney  coal^  and  its  concomitant  foITils,  which  are 
ufually  called  coal  miials* 

Through  Scotland,  in  general,  thefe  fecundary  (Irata  occupy 
the  lower  parts  of  the  country  *,  but  the  mountainous  tra£ls 
are  entirely  compofed  of  ftrata  of  the  primitive  kind.  The 
fecundary  ftrata  ftretch  through  the  valley  of  Mid  Lothian, 
for  about  15  miles,  from  MufTclburgh  fands,  to  the  Caerlips 
on  the  confines  of  Tweeddale,  where  they  are  Ml  cut  ofl>  In 
feveral  places,  they  arrive  at  the  ikirts  of  the  Pentland  hills, 
but  never  afcend  them.  They  terminate  gradually,  as  they  ap- 
proach the  mountains,  and  feem,  at  their  termination,  to  over«^ 
}eap,  as  it  were,  the  primitive  ftrata  of  which  the  mountains 
(oniift. 

By 
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By  the  fide  of  die  river  of  GlencroGi,  there  is  a  von  firre- 
ral  feet  wide,  entirely  filled  with  that  mineral  fubftance  call* 
ed  heavy /par.  It  is  a  foflil  that  abounds  in  many  of  the 
richeft  metallic  veins,  both  in  Scotland^  and  in  foreign  cotto- 
tries  \  and  afibrds  indeed  a  probable  indication  of  metak,  cf- 
pecially  of  lead.  This  vein  appears  to  have  been  worked  a 
little  way  in  former  times,  but  had  foon  been  given  ftp*  It 
is  not  unlikely,  that  on  fome  future  occafion,  it  may  be 
thought  worthy  of  further  examination.  Of  all  foffiisy  this 
fubftance  approaches  neareft  to  the  the  metals  in  fpectfic 
gravity.  It  has  even  been  prefumed  to  be  of  a  metallic  na- 
.  ture.  No  nietal,  however,  has  yet  been  extra£led  from  it^ 
nor  has  it  ever  been  applied  to  any  ufe  more  profitable,  than 
as  a  flux,  to  facilitate  the  fuflon  of  the  ores  of  metals. 

TiY^/.-r— There  is  a  filvcr  fir  at  Woodhoufelee,  which  is 
the  oldeft  tree  of  its  fpecies  in  Mid  Lothian,  and  has  always 
been  admired  for  its  Hze  and  beauty,  b  was  planted  in  a 
dry  foil,  in  a  garden,  about  the  firft  year  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury. In  March  1 759,  at  4  feet  above  the  ground,  it  mca- 
fured  7  feet  4I  inches  in  circumference.  In  March  1793, 
at  the  fame  height,  it  meafured  1 1  feet  1  \  inches.  During 
thefe  33  years,  it  tlierefore  incrcafed  in  circumference  45 
indies.  Its  grcatcft  growth  was  in  the  year  1760,  when  it 
incrcafed  precifcly  2  inches.  During  all  the  other  years,  its 
increafe  in  circumference  was  from  one  inch,  to  1^  inchan« 
nually.  This  fine  tree,  however,  is  now  upon  the  decay.  It 
is  ascertained,  from  other  inftances,  that  the  age  of  the  Civet 
fir,  is  limited,  in  this  country,  to  within  a  century.  It  is  in 
Its  greateft  peifeftion,  when  about  80  years  old  ;  and  if  plac- 
ed in  a  proper  fituation,  it  is  capable,  during  all  that  period^^ 
of  increafing  upon  an  average,  above  a  cubic  foot  of  wood  an- 
Itually.  From  fome  full  grown  trees  of  this  kind,  lately  fel- 
led 
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kd  in  the  South  of  Scotland,  it  appeared,  that  the  timber  is 
more  valuable  and  ufeful  than  has  generally  been  fuppofed. 

About  the  year  1700,  there  had  alfo  been  planted  at  Wood- 
houfelee,  and  at  Greenlaw  in  this  pari(h,  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  labarnums.  Some  of  them  were  cut  in  the  year  1762, 
and  afforded  a  plank  from  10  to  14  inches  in  breadth,  of 
Tcry  beautiful  timber.  At  both  places,  thefe  trees  grew  ia 
a  high  part  of  the  countiy,  in  a  meagre  foil,  and  in  an  ex- 
pofed  fituation.  When  they  came  to  be  worked  into  furni- 
ture, a  remarkable  difference  appeared,  in  the  quality  of  thek 
wood,  compared  to  that  of  laburnums  of  the  fame  age,  whiclt 
grew  at  Pannmre  in  Forfarfliire,  in  a  rich  foil,  and  in  a  low 
and  (hehered  fituation  :  carved  work,  in  the  Panmure  labur- 
num, was  executed  by  the  cabinet  maker  with  the  ordinary 
tools  ;  but  in  the  Woodhoufelee  and  Greenlaw  laburnum,  it 
required  the  afliflance  of  Heel  files^  from  the  greater  clofenefii 
and  faardneis  of  the  wood. 

ifMima/r— The  red  fquirrcl  [fclurus  vulgaris  rufus  of  Lin- 
nxus,)  has  become  extremely  common  of  late  years.  In  this 
neighbourhood,  the  woods  abound  with  them,  and  they  are 
pretty  numerous  at  Woodhoufelee.  Though  a  beautiful  ani- 
mal, they  are  deftru£live  of  the  fmall  birds^  by  devouring 
their  ^egg^t  and  are  extremely  injurious  to  young  planting,  by 
croping  and  barking  the  tender  (hoots*  The  larch  tree  fuffers 
particularly  from  this  animaL 

In  the  3reaT  1749,  when  the  coal  was  worked  at  Newhall, 
in  the  neighbouring  parifli  of  Pennjcuick,  it  was  remarked 
that  the  coalliers  houfes,  and  other  cottages,  in  which  no- 
thing was  burnt  but  coal,  abounded  with  bugs.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  coal,  there  was  plenty  of  peat  mofs,  and 
there,  as  it  happens  in  other  parts  of  Scotland,  many  of  the 
(•ttagers  chofc  rather  to  ule  peat  than  coal  for  their  fuel. 

Ill 
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In  chofc  hoofcs  in  which  pea£  only  was  burnt,  the  bag  bercr 
appearedi  though  they  were  immediately  adjacent  to  houfes 
where  coal  was  burnt,  and  in  which  the  inicCt  prcTaikd. 

In  the  year  1 759,  when  the  coal  was  worked  on  Glencrois 
muir,  and  in  Goukly  mofs,  in  this  parifh,  the  fame  thing  was 
obferved.  The  houfes  of  the  lower  people,  wIk>  only  ufed 
coal,  were  infefted  %Vith  bugs  ;  while  thofe  in  which  peat  and 
turf  ferved  as  the  only  fuel,  were  entirely  free* 

'i  he  burning  of  peat  in  Edinburgh,  came  to  be  a  fort  of  re- 
ceipt againft  bugs,  though  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  of 
much  avaih  If  pe^t  fmo-ik  is  at  all  a  rf.medy  againft  them, 
it  appears  only  ro  be  io,  w'ncre  no  otlicr  fuel  is  ufed  but  peat ; 
T'li'.l  v;.tK'  i>r  i.nv.iiv  !i  at  i/.)t.rty,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  vrhcre 
vt.;>{  is  uvui'.t,  •  ^  p'-rv.uk  the  whole  houfe. 

It  ]•:  ji.;'  jt  u  1 1  ri.rlvahle,  that  the  bug  prevails  only  in  thofe 
ttAvnii  a>td  puts  of  Scotland,  where  coal  is  butnt^  and  that 
)t  it  in.k»iown  in  the  towns  and  diftri£ls,  where  peat,  turf,  or 
v/(n.(l,  arc  the  only  fuel.  Some  towns  and  villages  of  this 
kind,  though  they  have  always  had  much  communication 
with  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  by  means  of  goods,  furniture, 
baggage,  and  apparel,  ftill  remain  uninfefted  with  bugs*  This 
would  infinuatc,  that  they  poffcfs  fome  antidote  againil  thcfc 
vermin.  That  this  antidote  is  the  fmoak  of  the  peat  fuel, 
is  not  improbable ;  but  that  it  really  is  fo,  has  not  been  fuf- 
ficiently  afcertairicd. 

Housi'of-Muir  Market. — There  is  a  market  for  iheep  at 
Houfe-of-Muir,  at  two  fcafons  of  the  year,  in  the  end  of 
March  and  beginning  of  April  5  and  there  is  a  market  for 
ewes  with  lamb.  They  come  from  Galloway  and  the  South- 
ern counties,  and  are  bought  up  by  the  Mid-Lothian  and 
Eaft-  Lothian  farmers-  In  the  co4  pf  O<aobef,  there  is  i 
majkc^  for  fat  (hccp  from  the  fame  counties,  which  arc 

bought 


^fGlencrofs.  441 

bcJUglit  by  die  Edinburgh  and  Dalkeith  butchers,  during  t^c 
whole  fummcr ;  lambs  are  to  be  bought  about  the  be  ginning 
of  the  week.  The  cuftom  drawn  from  this  market  is  paid  to 
the  family  of  Glencrofs,  arid  the  town  of  Edinburgh. 

Anti^uiha. — ^Therc  are  fome  vcftiges  of  camps  at  Caftlc- 
law,  from  which  the  place  has  probably  taken  its  name.  At 
RuUion  green,  was  fought  the  battle  of  Pentland-hill,  in  No- 
vember 28th  1666.  A  ftone  is  crefted  in  memory  of  this  bat- 
tle, with  a  rudi  infcription.  Old  Woodhoufelee  was  former- 
ly the  property  and  refidencc  of  Hamilton  of  Bothw^U-haugh, 
and  it  was  from  this  houfc  that  the  Regent  Murray  tuiijied  out 
the  Lady  of  Hamilton  to  the  inclemency  of  the  ftjafon  ;  the 
refentment  of  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  Regent's  death.  A- 
bout  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  the  tower  of  Fulford, 
which  was  likewife  ^  place  of  great  antiquity,  was  repaired  from 
the  (lones  of  this  houfe,  and  took  the  name  of  Woodhoufelee. 
It  is  the  property  of  Alexander  Frafer  Tytler,  Efq;  Judges 
Advocate  of  North  Britain; 

Eccleftafiical  State. — ^There  arc  fix  heritors  in  this  parlfli. 
Mr  Frafer  Tytler  is  patron.  The  ftipend  is  35L  83.  id« 
in  money,  ten  bolls  two  firlots  and  two  pecks  of  barley, 
feveu  bolls  two  firlots  and  two  pecks  of  meal,  and  ten 
bolls  of  oats.  The  manfe,  which  was  built  within  thefc 
30  years,  was,  this  year,  179  j,  repaired  in  a  very  complete 
manner,  and  is,  at  prefent,  a  very  commodious  and  comfort- 
able dwelling.  The  glebe,  with  the  garden,  which  is  a  good 
one,  confifls  of  nearly  five  acres  of  ground,  together  with  the 
privilege  of  grazing  a  cow  with  one  farmer,  and  ten  (heep  or 
a  cow  with  another.  The  poor  arc  fupported  from  the  col- 
lections at  the  church  door,  from  tlie  dues  from  marriages,  and 
mort-cloth,  and  from  the  intcrell  of  20L  at  4  per  cent.  The 
Voi:.  XV.  3  L  number 
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number  of  poor  in  this  pariih  is  fmall.    Two  only,  have,  for 
(bme  time  paft,  been  upon  tlie  roll. 

Mi/ctUuneout. —  The  advantages  peculiar  to  this  parifli,  ar: 
its  vicinity  to  Edinburgh,  the  goodnefs  of  the  road*,  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  good  coal.  There  are  no  difeafes  peculiar 
to  this  pariih.  The  people,  in  general,  are  very  healthy. 
There  are,  however,  no  inilances  of  remarkable  longevity- 
It  is  not  unworthy  cf  particular  remark,  that  the  fccnc  of 
th^t  beautiful  paftoral,  The  Getitie  Stepterd,  is  gcneriily  fuppof- 
cd  to  have  been  laid  in  this  parifh.  There  is  certainly  a  very 
ilridl  coincidence  between  the  aftual  fcenery  of  this  part  of 
the  country^  and  the  local  circumftances  mentioned  in  the 
poem.  The  general  defcription  of  the  (cene,  as  given  at  the 
beginning  of  the  paftoral,  is  **  A  ihcphcrd's  village  and  fields, 
"  fome  few  miles  from  Edinburgh.**  The  Weft-Port,  men- 
tioned in  the  (irft  fcene  as  the  road  from  the  village  to  mar- 
ket, fixes  the  bearing  of  the  country  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Pentland  hills.    The  firft  fcene,  is 

**  Beneath  the  fouthjide  of  a  craigy  btelJy 

«*  JVhei-e  cryfal fpritfgs  the  halefome  tuatets  yield :" 

As  the  fccond  is, 

"  Avowry  horum^  betiuecn  itua  verdant  braes, 
'•  A  trotting  b/irnie  ivimplifig  thro  the  ground ^ 

No  defcription  could  more  exadlly  charaflerifc  tlie  fcenery 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Woodhoufclce,  and  Boghall  burn?. 
A  romantic  fall  at  the  head  of  Glencrofs  water  is  termed,  at 
this  day,  "  Habbfs-hoivJ*  The  ancient  tbwcr  of  Fulford,  or 
"Woodhoufclce,  repaired  immediately  after  the  civil  wars,  and 
formerly  the  manfion  houfe  of  a  knight  *,  may  well  countcn- 
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ancc  the  fuppofition  of  Ramfay's  having  here  fixed  the  imagi- 
nary rcfidence  of  his  Sir  William  Worthy.  After  all,  howe- 
ver, this  appropriation  muft  be  allowed  to  be  entirely  conjec- 
tural, and  to  reft  moje  upon  fancy,  pleafing  itfelf  in  clothing 
its  own  plftures  in  the  garb  of  reality,  than  upon  any  bafis 
of  evidence*  This  at  leaft  may  certainly  be  affirmed,  that  if 
the  poet  intended  at  all  to  approprttte  the  fcenery  of  his  paf- 
toial,  farther  than  to  the  general  afpe£l  of  the  country  in  tlic 
neighbourhood  of  the  Pentland  hills,  there  arc  no  aflual  fcenes 
which  fo  perfeftly  correfpond  to  his  defcriptions,  as  thofc  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Woodhoufelec. 

Eminent  Men^ — ^Tlierc  were  two  gentlemen,  formerly  of 
tliis  parifh,  whofe  names  well  dcferve  to  be  recorded,  in  a  pa- 
rochial account  of  this  kind. 

William  Tytler,  Efq;  of  Woodhoufelec,  writer  to  his 
Majcfty's  Signet,  and  vice-prefidcnt  of  the  focicty  of  Scottifti 
Antiquaries.  His  Enquiry  into  the  Evidence  againfl  Mary  ^teen 
9/  Scots,  is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  mod  malterly  pieces  oC 
hiftorical  criticifm  :  and  has  been  the  means  of  producing  a 
very  general  alteration,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  concern- 
ing the  condu£l  and  chara£ler  of  that  unfortunate  Friucefs. 
Befides  hlftoricai  refearcbes,  he  was  alfo  remarkable  for  his  ex^ 
tcnfivc  learning  and  excellent  tafte,  in  other  branches  of  the 
belles  lettrcs.  He  refcued  from  oblivion  that  valuable  fragment 
of  antiquity,  the  Kings  ^tair^  a  poem  written  by  James  !•  of 
Scotland,  during  his  captivity  in  England*  This  ren^arkable 
poem,  written  near  400  years  ago,  is  mentioned  by^  fome  old 
uTiters,  but  was  fuppofed  to  be  loft*  Mr  Tytler  ^ras  fo  fortur 
nate  as  to  difcover  it  among  the  Stldenian  M.  S.  9.  in  the  Bod- 
leian library,  and  printed  it  for  the  firft  time,  in  (he  year  1783* 
accompanied  with  a  very  karjitd  and  judicious  commentary. 
'^c;ie.  are  two  fine  Scots  poems,  formerly  of  uncertain  ori- 
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gin,  The  flogle  afjd  Robin  Rcd-hreafl  and  The  Vtfton^  whicli, 
from  careful  enquiry,  he  reftored  to  their  genuine  autlior^  Al- 
lan Ramfay.  From  pcrfonal  knowledge,  he  alfo  afcribcd  to 
that  poet,  the  whole  merit  of  the  Gentle  Shepherd^  of  which, 
by  detraftion  or  by  miftake,  he  had  been  in  part  deprived. 

Mr  Tytler  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  for  his  fciencc  and  tafte 
in  mufic  His  differtatioi;  on  the  Scottish  muhc,  is  the  work 
of  a  mailer  in  that  fine  art.  He  was  one  of  the  firft  and  moft 
*/ealous  promoters  of  the  gentlemen's  concert  at  Edinburgh : 
A  public  entertainment,  which,  for  liberality  and  elegance,  is 
not  perhaps  excelled  in  any  other  great  city.  In  his  younger 
years,  he  ufed  himfelf  to  be  a  performer  in  that  adembly,  on 
his  favourite  inftrument,  the  German  ilute.  The  crouded  fu- 
neral concert  after  his  death,  which  was  the  higheft  exertion 
pf  the  art  in  this  country,  (bowed  the  fniccrc  and  deep  regret 
of  the  public,  for  the  lofs  of  this  excellent  man. 

In  Mr  Tytler,  the  man  of  letters,  and  tlie  man  of  bufincfs, 
were  happily  united. — A  union,  which  has  generally  produ- 
ced fomc  of  the  greateft  and  beft  chara£lers  in  Kfe-  To  fu- 
perioT  abilities  in  the  profcflion  of  the  law,  he  added  the  moft 
unfpotted  integrity.  Keen  he  was,  and  refentful,  againft  c- 
very  thing  that  was  bafe  or  di(honourable :  But  an  ardent 
friend  to  every  thing  that  was  good,  and  efpecially  to  unbc- 
friended  merits  His  piety,  and  his  virtues  in  every  relation 
of  life,  were  well  known  to  his  numerous  private  friends, 
who  will  ever  have  them  in  remembrance. 

James  Philp,  Efq;  of  Greenlaw,  in  this  pariA,  was  educa- 
ted as  a  lawyer  under  Heineccius,  Vitriarius,  and  other  emi- 
nent civilians,  in  Germany  and  Holland.  Soon  after  his 
return  from  ^ibroad,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty.  His  profound  knowledge  in  maritime 
}aw^  enabled  hipi  to  execute  this  office,  for  many  years,  with 

much 
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much  advantage  to  his  country^  and  with  much  honour  to 
himfelf.  He  was  a  man  noted  arid  beloved,  for'  the  mildnefs 
and  urbanity  of  his  mind  and  manners ;  but  he  wa«  a  man 
alfo  of  deep  difcemment,  and  of  inflexible  reflitude. 

In  the  year  17541  the  prcfcnt  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
^«ras  commander  of  the  Sea  Horfe  man  of  war,  lying  in  the 
road  of  Leith.  A  man,  i  under  indentures  as  an  apprentice, 
had  been  enliiled  as  a  failor,  on  board  this  fliip.  Qn  petition 
from  his  mafter,  and  on  produftion  of  the  indenture.  Judge 
Philp  granted  a  warrant  to  bring  the  man  afhore  to  be  ex- 
amined. A  macer  of  court  went  aboard  to  apprehend  him  \ 
but  was  told  by  Captain  Pallifer,  that  he  confidered  himfelf 
as  fubjeck  only  to  the  law  of  England  ;  and  that  he  would 
not  fufFer  the  man  to  go  afhore.  Upon  this,  the  macer,  with 
his  blazon  on  his  brcaft,  broke  his  wand  of  peace,  and  re- 
ported this  illegal  aft  of  deforcement  to  the  Admiralty  court. 
The  judge  then  granted  warrant  to  apprehend  Captain  Pal- 
lifer himfelf,  to  bring  him  from  aboard  his  fliip ;  and  to  « 
commit  him  to  prifon,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Next 
day,  he  was  brought  into  court ;  and,  on  refufing  to  fubmit  to 
its  jurisdiftion,  becaufe  he  held  his  commiffion  from  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  he  was  again  remanded  to  prifon,  there 
to  remain,  till  liberated  in  courfe  of  law. 

When  the  cafe  was  reported  by  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  then 
l,ord  High  Admiral  of  Scotland,  to  chancellor  Hardwicke, 
that  great  ornament  of  the  law,  and  of  human  nature,  the 
chancellor  faid,  "  he  was  a  bold  Judge  who  had  done  this  ; 
but  he  had  done  what  was  right."  This  juft  and  high  toned 
decifion,  from  a  man  fo  gentle  and  amiable  as  Mr  Philp,  was 
followed  with  the  univerfal  approbation  and  gratitude  of  his 
country.  It  refeir.bled  in  this,  the  behaviour  of  the  excel- 
lent 
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lent  Lord  Chief  Jufticc  Holt,  who,  in  his  court  of  Kng's 
bench,  ordered  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with 
a  committee  at  his  back,  to  take  himfelf  awa]^,  otherwife  he 
vrould  commit  him  to  Newgate,  though  he  (hould  have  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Commons  in  his  belly.  It  is  the  peculiar 
glory  of  tliis  nation,  that  the  laws  are,  as  they  ought  always 
to  be,  predominant  over  every  other  power,  fuperior  to  the 
executive  \  and  to  any  iii4ividuai  branch  of  the  Legiilaturc, 


NUMBER 


ofAlfora.  «47 


NUMBER    XXIL 


PARISH  OF  ALFORD, 


(Presbytery  of  Alford,  County  and  Sykod  of  Aber- 
deen.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Thomas  Birnie,  Minister. 


ttame  and  Situation. 

JN  o  accounts,  but  fuch  as  are  merely  conjcfturc,  can  be 
given  of  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this  parifli,  though  it  bears 
the  fame  with  the  prclbytery,  and  a  confiderable  tra£fc  of 
circumjacent  country.  Some  fay,  that  the  name  has  arifen 
from  the  circumftance  of  the  river  Don,  (which  is  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  pariOi,  ztui  which  runs  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  county  called  Alford,)  being  almoft  every  where, 
in  this  part  of  its  courfe,  fordable,  when  in  its  ordinary  fize. 
Others  maintain,  that  the  church  was  built  upon  a  deferted 
part  of  the  bed  of  the  Lochel,  a  fmall  river  which  pafles  very 
near  it^  and  where  there  had  been  anciently  a  ford  5  and, 

from 
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from  that  circumftance,  auldfuirde  came  to  be  tlic  name  of 
the  church  and  pajrifli ;  both  thefc  derivations  fecm  to  be  of 
modern  date,  and  entirely  dependent  upon  the  prcfcnt  man- 
ner of  fpelling  ;  for  the  names  of  almoft  all  other  places  in 
this  county  arc  of  Gaelic  original ;  and  the  name  of  the  pa- 
rifli,  in  records  two  hundred  years  old,  is  written  Awfurde, 
an  orthography  which  correfponds  with  the  prcfcnt  pronoun- 
elation. 

,  The  county  of  Alford  is  fituatcd  from  20  to  31  miles 
Weft  from  Aberdeen  ;  and  befides  the  pariQi  of  that  namci 
which  is  the  largeft,  and  the  fubjeft  of  this  account,  com- 
prehends four  other  parishes,  Forbes,  Keig,  GlUynefsle,  and 
Tough.  It  is  furroundcd  on  every  fide  by  hills  and  moun- 
tains, and  there  is  no  entrance  to  it,  but  by  afcending  con- 
fiderable  heights  to  gain  the  hollow  pafles  between  them. 
On  the  South,  it  is  bounded  by  Coueny  $  ^  on  the  Eaft  by 
Menoway  or  Cainwiliiam  ;  on  tlfe  North  £a{t|  and  North,  by 
Bennachee  *,  and  the  hills  of  Careen  {  and  on  the  Weft  by 
Calievar-  Thefe  boundaries-  contain  a  country  whichj  reckon- 
ing from  the  brows  of  the  oppofite  mountains,  is  about  1 1 
miles  in  length,  and  from  4  to  6  in  breadth.  A  confiderable 
portion  of  this  fpace  is  a  level  country,  efpeci;iUy  in  the  low- 
er parts ;  but  the  flatnefs  is  every  where  varied  by  gentle 
fweUs,  and  eminences,  which  in  the  upper  parts  rife  to  great- 
er height.  The  climate  of  this  country  can  neither  be  faid 
to  be  very  wet  or  very  dry.  Its  diftance  from  the  ocean  oc- 
cafions  more  intenfe  frofts,  and  longer  lying  fnows  \  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  that,  and  the  furrounding  mountains,  protect 
and  cover  this  country  from  the  Nofth  Eaft  fogs  and  winds, 
which  arc  fo  unfavourable  to  vegetation  in  lefs  (hcltered  fitu- 
ations,  and  places  which  are  upon  the  coaft.    Bcfidcs  feveral 

inferior 

§  Soth  ancient]}'  royal  forrcils. 


\ 


*     ofAlford.  44$^ 

inferior  ftreaihs,  Alford  is  watered  by  the  t)on,  a  river  of 
fome  fize,  which,  guftiing  through  a  narrow  gullet,  betweem 
the  iDounuins  on  the  Weft,  winds  its  courfc  in  a  direaion 
from  Weft  to  Eaft,  through  the  whole  length  of  the  couji- 
try,  and,  after  adorning  feveral  gentlemen's  feats  on  its 
banks,  flows  away  through  a  narrow  valley,  encompaflcd 
on  the  North,  by  BennaQhie,  which  rifes  up  into  hfgh  and 
magnificent  Alpine  tops. 

The  pariOi  of  Alford  is  in  length,  from  South- Weft  to 
North-Eaft,  from  7  to  8  Englifb  miles  5  and  from  3  to  be- 
tween 4  and  5  in  breadth*  It  contains  nearly  8coo  Scotch  a- 
cres ;  of  which  there  may  be  360c  arable,  3700  of  hill,  inuir, 
mofs,  and  pafture  grounds,  and  about  700  of  .woods.  Tliefe 
laft  confift  of  planted  Scotch  firs,  intermixed  with  larixef, 
beeches,  oaks,  alhes,  birks,  and  other  trees  of  different  agesi 
befides  a  gbod  deal  of  growrt  timber  about  gentlemen's  feats, 
and  the  tenant's  yards. 

&oiU — ^The  foil  on  the  banks  of  the  Don,  i,s  generally  a  good 
light  loam,  very  fit  for  corn  crops,  but  better  adapted  fdr 
grafs,  becaufe  of  the  mildews  arifing  from  the  river,  which 
are  hurtful  to  grain,  efpecially  to  barley.  In  the  Eaftenl 
parts  of  the  parifh,  the  foil  is  in  fome  places  a  good  deep' 
loam,  in  others,  a  ftrong,  but  workable  cl.iy,  and  fometimes 
a  mixture  of  both.  In  this  quarter,  and  the  Adjoining  parifh 
of  Tough,  there  was  formerly  st  large  mailh,  nov^  called  the 
Strath  of  Tough,  or  Rincf  aigie,  ^hich  was  partially  drained 
in  the  end  of  the  laft  Century,  when  the  proprietors  are  faid 
to  have  gained  ihimcnfely,  by  tlie  rich  crops  which  this  new 
foil  produced.  That  part  of  it  which  lies  MC^ithih  this  parifh, 
is  moiTy ;  and,  though  there  are  fome  ftrcmg  clay  lands  in  it, 
they  have,  in  general,  a  confiderable  mixture  of  mofs.  All 
fliefe  foils  of  lands,  which,  in  this  country,  are  called  laighs, 
6r  iaigh  lands^  yield  precarious  corn  crops,  as  their  wetnefff 
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and  lowncfs  fubj>£bs  them,  in  late  fcafous,  to  froft ;  but  tiief 
would  make  excelleru  mcado>vs,  if  they  were  properly  drain-:?. 
All  the  mofles  ly  in  this  quarter  of  the  parifh,  and  tht;^ 
arc  very  much  wore  out.  The  larjrcft,  called,  for  its  extent, 
the  meikle  mofs,  was  accidentally  6red,  about  17309  in  the 
fummer  feafon,  and  being  unluckily  very  dry  at  the  time,  was 
nearly  consumed.  The  remains  of  it  now  afford  no  better 
fuel  than  turfs,  which  are  very  clayey,  and  not  only  give,  b^t 
retain  a  ftrong  heat.  The  foils  in  the  centre  and  weCleni 
part»  of  th«  pariih,  are  dry  and  light,  fomecimes  of  a  deep, 
fometimes  of  a  fliallow  ftiple,  well  adapted  -for  lime,  and 
the  turnip  hufbandry,  and  no  Icfs  fit,  with  proper  cultivation 
and  manure,  for  raifing  heavy  crops  of  corn  and  graf«.  1  he 
moft  wefterly  parts  are  hill  grounds,  and,  with  proper  nia- 
nagemenf,  would  make  pretty  good  (heep  walks. 

Farms. — ^The  fize  of  farms  it  is  dilHcuIt  to  average,  as 
they  differ  prodigioufly  from  one  another,  not  only  in  the 
whole '  extent,  but  alfo  in  the  quantity  of  the  different  foils 
of  land  which  make  up  a  farm,  in  that  country  y  and  they  ate 
in  general  ftill  under  the  old  divifions,  vzith  very  hrrcgubr 
marches,  as  when  antiquated  notions  of  convenience,  and  no 
idea  of  indofmg,  or  regular  fields,  were  in  view.  The  rents 
J  run  from  60I.  and  70I.  107!.  or  81.  for  thofe  who  arc  accounted 
farmers.  Under  that  rent,  the  poffeffors  of  land  are  cropers, 
who  frequently,  however,  have  cattle  fufficient  to  work  a 
plough.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  rent  is  paid  in  vi£bual, 
by  the  farmers,  and  fomctimcs  even  by  the  cropcr^ ;  anJ 
tlKy  are  in  general  defiious  enough  to  conveit  the  viclisal 
into  money,  though  they  will  rarely  give  it's  value.  Mul- 
tures have  generally  been  changed  into  paid  rents,  and  the 
tenants  only  pay  knavefliips  to  the  miller,  befides  the  ufual 
mill  fcTviccs.  They  arc  bound  likewife  to  deliver  poultry,  &c. 

for 
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f«r  which  they  arc  paid  at  an  old  converfipn,  which  is  from 

3-pid.  to  6d,  for  a  hen,  and  fo  in  proportion.     On  forae  c- 

llatcs,  the  tenants  are  ftill  bound  to  perform  fervices,  fuch 

»3  ploughing;,  cafting  and  carrying  peats,  carrir^jes,  &c. ;  but 

a'i  they  are  r.ucly,  or  very  few  of  them,  at  Icaft,  exacted,  the 

tenants  are  nat  dcfirous  to  convert  tliem  into  money  5  and, 

in  general,  they  would  give  nothing  in  lieu  of  them.     On 

one  cftate  in  the  pariih,  the  barony  of  A 1  ford,  the  cotters 

and  fqb- tenants  pay  for  tlieir  houfes  and  firing,  to  the  land*- 

lord  only,'  a  reck  hen,  and  one  day'p  Ihearing  in  harv^ft. 

Leafes  were  formerly  granted  for  long  terms,  and  for  lives  ; 

but   thty  do  not  feem  to  have  given  any  fpur  to  the  induflry 

uf  the  people  :  When  a  leafe  dropped  lad  Whitfunday,  which 

had  been  granted  in  1743,  the  fon  of  the  original  tenant  re- 

fufsd  to  give  the  fame  rent  for  the  poiTeffion,  which  had  been 

fo  long  paid.     Now,  vvhen  improvements  arc  commencing, 

they  might  be  perhaps  more  beneficial ;  but,  at  prefcnt,  no 

leafes  longer  than  19  years,  arc  granted,  and  frequently  they 

do  not  exceed  1 1  or  13. 

jigricitUttre, — In  this  quarter  of  the  country,  all  the  old- 
falhioned  prejudices  of  husbandry  are  ftill  looked  upon  as 
fUre  and  infallible  rules  of  good  management;  for  no  difTcr- 
cnces  in  txtcnt  of  ppflliRon,  or  in  rent,  make  any  difference 
ia  the  plans  or  exertions  of  the  farmer  •,  and  all  poflcflbrs  of 
land,  of  whatever  defcriptlon,  purfue  the  fame  methods,  and 
^Imoft  entirely  in  tlie  fan.c  manner. 

As  agriculture  is,  pcrhjips,  in  this  country,  in  as  low  a 
(late  as  in  any  other  part  of  Scotland,  that  has  the  advantage 
of  a  good  foil,  and  not  an  unfavourable  climate,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  detail  the  mode  of  management  pra£l:ifed 
here,,  which,  it  is  bcli^vctl,  has  at  one  time  or  other  prevail- 
ed, even  in  thofe  parts  cf  the  kingdom,  which,  by  the  pro« 
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grcfs  of  improvement,  arc  now  fo  well  cultivated  and  fe  pvor 
dn£tive.  Such  a  detail,  while  it  prefents  the  real  ftatc  of 
this  country  to  the  reader,  will,  at  the  fame  time,  hold  forth 
a  pidlurc  of  the  fof  met  ftate  of  Scotland  \  and,  by  compari- 
fon  with  what  it  prefehtly  is,  (hew  that  ajniculture  has  arifen, 
from  the  midft  of  prejudices,  fupported  by  popular  opinion, 
and  faiiftioncd  by  long  habit,  to  be  an  art  pradlifed  upon 
rcafonable  principles,  founded  upon  fafts  and  experiroehts  ; 
and  that  the  time  may  come,  when  the  ftrength,  and 
weahh|  and  power  of  the  natio  »,  will,  by  the  rcfources  of 
the  foil,  and  attention  to  the  intercfts  of  agriculture,  be  tatfed 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  which  they  are  capable* 

Every  farm  in  this  county,  is  compofed  of  land  of  di^r- 
ent  qualities,  and  managed  in  different  manners,  which  arc 
diftinguilhed  by  the  names  of, — t.  Infield,  a.  Outfield,  3. 
Laigh-lands,  4.  Pafture-grounds,  Of  thefe  different  fpc- 
cics  of  land,  there  are  no  fixed  proportions  for  a  farm.  The 
fmaller  poflellions  and  crops  generally  confift  altogether  of 
in-field  ;  but  all  the  more  confiderable  farms  mud  be  made 
up  of  the  I  ft  and  ad  forts  ;  and  there  are  many  who  have 
no-land  of  the  3d  or  4th  defcription  -,  and  there  are  fomc 
which  are  compofed  of  all  the  4  different  kinds. 

The  in-field  or  in-town  lands,  are  conftantly  in  white 
crop*  unlefs  when  the  farm  has  very  little  or  very  bad  paf- 
ture,  and  then,  perhaps,  a  ridge  or  two  is  left  untitled,  to 
^hrow  up  the  weeds  which  ages  have  nouriftied  in  it,  to  main- 
tain the  farmers  cattle.  One  third  of  it  is  regularly  manurec) 
yearly,  with  all  the  dung  of  one  year's  gathering  ^  and  thus, 
in  three  years,  all  the  in-field  on  a  farm  has  been  once  dung- 
ed. The  in-(ield  land  is  generally  all  ftirred  immediately  af- 
ter harvcft,  and  the  dunged  third-part  is  again  ploughed  in 
fpring,  and  fown  with  bear  about  the  beginning  of  May,  and 
this  crop  is;  fucceedcd  by  two  crops  of  oats,  fown  upon  the 

winter 
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ivinter  furrow,  as  footi  as  the  feafon  will  permit;  when  the  land 
pomes  again  in  courfe  to  be  manured,  and  undergoes  the  fame 
rotation.  The  in-field  land  is  generally  an  excellent  foil,  full 
of  manure,  but  (locked  with  deftru£^ive  weeds,  of  which 
wild  oats  and  knot»grafs  are  among  the  word.  ^Yithout  the 
intervention  of  grafs  and  green  crops,  to  deftroy  tht  weeds 
and  recruit  the  foil,  the  produce  of  the  corn  crops  cannot  be 
'fuppofcd  to  be  in  any  proportion  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  land. 
An  average,  in  tolerable  feafons,  wlft  not  exceed  from  4  to  5 
bolls^fr  acre. 

*Tlie  outfield  lands  are  managed  in  different  ways,  either 
by  folding  or  croping,  without  manure,  or  by  water  falling. 
This  lafl:  method  can  be  pradlifed  only  in  particular  fitivi- 
tibns,  having  the  command  of  water,  and  where  the  ground 
hangs  confiderably  *,  to  admit  of  fpreading  the  water  eafily 
over  it ;  and  it  is  intended  to  fertilize  the  foil,  for  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  three  or  four  crops  of  oats.     Though  no  great  care 
or  attention  is  beftowed,  in  fpreading  the  water  equally,  the 
firft  and  fecond  crops  are  faid  frequently  to  equal  thofe  pro- 
duced on  the  fame  lands  by  liming  ;  but  the  two  laft  are,  as 
it  may  be  fuppofed,  equally  inferior.    After  thcfe  corns  crops, 
the  land  is  left  lee  2  or  3  or  4  years,  to  get  a   fward  for  a- 
nother  watering,  and  fucceffion  of  grain  crops.  As  this  mode 
of  cultivation  is  limited  to  particular  fpots,  out- field  lands  are 
niore  generally  managed,  by  folding  and  croping,  without  any 
manure ;  and  their  extent,  and  the  flock  of  cattle  which  the 
farmer  poflcfles  on  the  pafture  on  his  farm,  will  enable  him 
to  keep  all  the  circumllances,  which  lend  him  to  follow  either 
of  thefc  methods.  Where  the  out-field  is  extcnfive,  and  does 
not  produce  better  than  ordinary  grafs,  it  is  impoffiblc  in 

general 

*  Land  it  watered  in  thii  county  for  croping,  and  meadow  grounds  are 
never  watered,  a&  in  England,  for  pafture. 
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general  to  ifold  upon  the  whole,  unlcf>  the  pafturc  grounds 
arc  of  a  proporiioiible  extent;  and  therefore   cnc  part    is 
fiildcd  upon,   and  the  other  is  not  ;  and  where  tl^  out-fiekl 
is  fmaJI,   it  cannot  be  divided  into  folds  of  which  f!ev€n\  is 
acconnled  by  the  farmers  of  this  country,   the  mod  proper 
number  for  their  rotation.     One  of  ihefe  folds  is  every  fum- 
mcr  furrcuiidcd  with  a  fe  d  (turf)  dyke,  and  the  cattle  arc 
iaclofed  in  it  during  the  night,  till  after  har\'c(l,  when  the 
dyke  is  knocked  down  ;  the  land  is  ploughed,  and  left  in  that 
ftjte  all  winter.  In  fpring,  oats  ace  fown  ;  and  as  fcon  as  the 
crop  Is  off  the  pronnd,  it  is  aj^iin  ploughed  for  a  fecond,  an4 
fo  on  till  it  h:is  borne^tv  %  fucceflive  crops  of  oats ;  and  then 
it  is  left  five  years  lee,  to  throw  up  whatever  poor  grafs  fuch 
worn  out  foil  will  produce.     The  firft  two  years  the  grafs  is 
as  bad  as  poiTible ;  and  though,  during  the  other  three  it  thick- 
ens, yet  even  at  the  beft,  it  gives  but  a  fcanty  bite  to  the  c;;t- 
tJe.     The  fix  ill  year  it  is  again  folded  upon  and  dunged  ^ 
ami  thus,  in  eleven  ygars,  where  the  numbcrof  folds  is  eleven, 
a  fold  is  5  years  in  corn  crop,  5  Ice,  and  one   in  preparing 
for  anotlier  Cmihr  fucctflion.   The  out-ficIds,  which  are  not 

bunged, 

I  ThU  number  is  thoi.'j;ht  the  mod  proper,  wJurc  5  fucceifive  cropi 
are  taken  ;  but,  upou  ibme  farms,  the  out*  fields  are  in  divi(ioQ«  of  9  and  IQ 
foUlf. 

}  It  is  fald  that  three  crop*  only  ofoat*,  upon  toathcd  or  dunged  out*fieIJ, 
wrre  aUowed  by  tjie  ancient  cuftomary  Uw  of  Scotland;  and  that  adioD  for 
danna^^et  lay  at  the  inlUnce  of  the  landlord,  or  of  the  incoming  ag..in(l  the 
mitgoing  tenaiiti  if  he  injured  the  pofllflion  by  a  nwrc  fcvcre  round  of  cropi. 
Some  documrnt«  of  the  ulc  uf  tl.is  atflion,  are  faid  to  be  fiili  cxranr,  in  the  re- 
cords of  the  CshcriiTCouit  of  Perth.  It  I*  certain,  t2iat  where  out  fiddi 
Were  formerly  managed  by  folding,  and  where  they  ilill  arc  fo,  the  mofl 
j^cncral  practice  is  to  take  three  crop*  only.  In  fomc  placet,  fiyc  cropf  were 
y»iob?.b  y  allowed  of  oli  by  the  UiidholJor*;  and  the  record  vf  a  court  of  the 
h>rcny  of  Alford,  nth  May  17;4,  afford*  very  good  evidence  that  this  wat 
thi.  rnfe  in  this  county. 
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duilged  by  foldings  (or  as  it  is  here  called,  toathed,)  arc  crop- 
ped with  o.its,  upon  the  fame  plan  as  thofe  that  are,  with  the 
difiercnce  of  belrg  one  or  two  years  lefs  in  tillage,  and  one 
or  two  more  Ice.  Under  this  divifion  of  the  lands  en  a  farm 
in  this  county,  faughs  or  fanghlandsj  (a  corrupt  pronouncia- 
lion  of  fallow)  are  included.  They  are  ploughed  once  in 
fummer,  and  left  in  that  (late  till  fprlng,  when  they  arc  fown 
>with  very  inferior  oats,  of  which  they  bear  three  or  four  fuc- 
ceffive  crops ;  and  are  then  left  to  the  operations  of  nature 
for  fcveral  years,  to  rscruit  them  for  another  period  of  tillage. 
The  foil  of  out-ficld  land,  in  genera),  is  inferior  to  that  of  io- 
field,  only  by  the  difference  in  cultivation,  and  being  more 
ftony.  The  bad  ufage  of  the  untoath^d  outrfields  and  faughs, 
will  eafily  account  for  their  want  of  fertility,  in  raifmg  grain 
crops  ;  but  more  efpecially  in  producing  grafs,  the  badne& 
and  poomefs  of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  dcfcribc.  The  oataf 
fown  upon  out- field  lands,  arc  in  quality  according  to  the 
goodncfs  of  the  foil,  and  the  (late  in  which  it  is.  In  the  be  ft 
dunged  folds,  the  white  oats,  and  in  the  inferior  lands,  and 
on  faughs,  grey  oats,  called  here  hairy  and  barley  corn,  arc 
generally  fown.  As,  after  folding,  the  land  is  only  once 
ploughed,  and  frequently  with  a  deep  fur,  the  dung  u 
buried  the  fiift  year,  and  woiks  its  efftcls  on  the  fecond  and 
third  crops ;  and,  therefore,  the  firft  three  crops  are  nearly 
alike,  and  will  rarely  run  beyond  four  bolls  per  acre,  t)n  an 
average  ;  TunA  for  the  two  laft  years,  they  dwindle  do\j'n  to 
tctwixt  two  and  three,  and  often  lefs.  The  produce  of  the 
uutoathsd  out-(i.;lds,  ii  much  inferior  in  quantity,  as  well  zi 
quality  ;  and  indetid  the  return  from  faughs  in  gr;Mn,  will 
feldorn  defray  the  cxpcnccs  of  labour  and  feed  •,  :im\  the  f  ir- 
mcrs  arc  tempted  to  plough  them,  iliough  it  is  to  t^cir  own 
lof?,  merely  for  tbe  f:!ke  of  the  fmall  quantity  of  ftr^ v;  which 
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they  yield  ;  and  becaufe,  under  their  bad  management,  fucH 
lands  will  give  no  grafs. 

Laighlands  are  in  general  a  ftrong  deep  heavy  foil|  and  ia 
this  country  are  either  alternately  in  oat  crop,  and  lee,  or  2 
years  in  oats,  and  one  or  two  in  lee.  In  dry  earl]^  fealbns, 
they  give  good  crops  of  good  grain,  and  always  a  great  quan- 
tity of  ftraw ;  but  in  wet  and  late  harvefts  the  grain  is  never 
fit  for  feed,  and  fornetimcs  hot  good  enough  for  mealy  as  thefe 
lands,  owing  to  their  latenefs  and  wetnefs,  (for  they  are  not 
fuffiqiicntly  drained  in  this  country,)  are  liable  to  be  frofted 
before  the  corn  is  perfe£ily  ripe.  They  however  through 
up  abundance  of  good  natural  grafs. 

The  pafture  lahds  confifl  either  of  benty  muir,  marfhy 
grounds,  which  cannot  be  ploughed,  the  banks  of  rivers  and 
rivubts,  or  hilt  grounds.  Thefe  lands  have  never  received  a- 
ny  manure  to  meliorate  them,  but  that  which  drops  from  the 
cattle  during  the  day  \  but  they  have  for  centuries  been  waf- 
ted by  the  prafkice  of  cutting  up  the  fward  into  tuif,  for  the 
different  purpofes  of  mixing  it  with  the  ftable  and  byre  dung, 
(muck- fail*  \)  of  building  the  walls  of  houfes,  when  it  is  cal- 
led 

*  The  pradice  of  cttUing  up  fvirard  for  manarc  or  muck-  &1I,  was  prohibi- 
ted by  an  Adl  of  Parliament,  made  for  ihe  county  of  Aberdeen,  as  \aag  ago 
as  1685,  under  a  penalty  of  looL  Scots  bolls,  Mies  fuotiex,  to  the  maffcn  of 
the  ground ;  and  in  cafe  of  their  negledt  to  execute  the  Ad,  the  iheriffs  and 
juftlccs  were  enjoined  to  put  it  in'  exeeution.  There  are  flill  many  places  iff 
thiif  county  where  this  Uw  (hould  be  enforced.  This  A«Sl  (hows  that  the  Le- 
gifjature  was,  even  in  thofe  times,  not  ignorant  of  the  bad  confequences  of 
continual  grain  crops,  and  the  want  of  proper  provender  for  catile  in  winter, 
and  taat  they  knew  green  cro^s  to  be  the  proper  reniedy ;  for  it  contains  an 
enadment,  whereby  a  certain  proportion  of  the  in  field  of  every  farm  (valu- 
able according  to  its  Highland  or  Lowland  fituation)Nwas  ordered  to-be  Town 
with  peafc  yearly,  and  regulations  for  puniihing  perfons  who  ihould  Heal  th« 
puKe.    Petfe  was  the  only  green  crop  known  in  thofe  times.' 
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led  fail ;  of  roofing  hoiifes,  when  the  fward  is  pared  thin, 
and  for  futi,  which  they  call  troves:  The  hill  grounds  have 
been  likcwifc  inuch  touch  injured  by  burning  the  heath  iii 
improper  feafons  and-plnces;  and  no  pains  are  taken^  evet^ 
-where  the  fituation  will  admit  of  it,  to  extirpate  heath  by  wa- 
tering: A  confiderabie  part  of  the  pafture  lands  in  this  pi- 
riCtCy  might  be  made  good  arable  foil,  by  draining,  and  the  o« 
thcr  means  of  improvement.  The  hill  grounds  mightj  by 
gcKxi  management,  be -greatly  bettered  \  and  there  arc  fcveral 
tracts  of  ground  which  fall  under  tlie  divifipn  of  pafture  landd 
in  this  diflrid,  that  ate  only  fit  for  plantations. 

In  this  county^  and  indeed  pretty  generally  over  this  coun- 
try, farmers  almoft  nerer  change  their  feed,  lifmg  always  the 
produce  of  their  own  farms  \  but  thty  are  at  fome  pains  ta 
have  it  as  good  and  (bund  as  the  beft  of  their  corn  with  re« 
peated  winnowings  will  give.     The  bcft  oats  in  tins  country 
sire  of  an  excellent  quality  \  for  in  tolerable  feafons,  the  boll  f 
ixrili  yield  8  or  9  ftoiies^  and  even  more  of  meal,  which  is 
ground  much  fmallei*  and  better  fifted  than  in  the  South  of 
Scotland.  The  gray  oats,  or  barley  corn,  neither  give  fo  much 
in  quantity,  nor  of  fuch  quality ;  and  they  are  fometimcs  fd 
bad,  as  to  require  two  bolls  to  produce  eight  ftones  of  meal* 
111  fpring  1783,  when  theie  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  the  crop  of  1782  was  too  fcanty  and  faulty  to  afford  a 
fufliciency  of  good  feed,  a  cargo  of  fine  Dutch  oats  was  fenc 
to  this  country  by  the  late  Mr  Farquharfon  of  Haughton,  for 
his  own  tenants  and  tlie  neighbours,  and  they  contributed  to 
fecure  the  next  crop.    Thefe  oats  were,  however,  faid  to  de- 
generate by  bad  cultivation,  and  they  were  liable  to  (hake  be« 
ibrc  they  were  perfcftly  ripe  ;  and  for  thefe  reafons  they  are 
not  now  fown.    The  Montgomery  or  Magbichill  oats  have 
Vol.  XV.  3N  been 

\  Our  boll  is  9.767  per  cent,  betccr  than  the  Linlithgow  or  ftandard  men* 
furc.  ' 


45  d  Statlijiical  Account 

been  lately  introduced  by  Mr  Leith  of  WhUchaitgh,  upoi)  }n9 
own  very  cxtcnfive  farm,  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Til- 
lynefUe  ;  they  pofiefs  the  advantage  of  ripening  three  weeks 
before  the  common  oat^  and  therefore  the  extenfion  of  their 

.  ufe  will  be  a  great  improvement. 

The  bear  grown  in  this  country  b^  common  farmers,  is 
all  of  the  Scotch  kind  ;  and  though  the  feed  ia  procured  in  the 
fame  way  as  that  of  oats,  weighs,  in  general,  1 8r  (lones  per 
boll  f ,  and  will|  in  particular  fituations  and  feafons,  even 
come  to  20  and  2 1  ftones.  A  'confiderable  quantity  of  meal 
and  bear,  probably  from  800  to  900  boUs,  is  annually  fent 
from  this  pari(h  to  Aberdeen,  our  only  or  chief  market  for 
grann.  Bear  and  oatmeal  have  given  good  prices  of  late  years, 
though  tl)e  fmallnefs  of  our  meal  is  a  great  difadvantage  to  ic 
in  the  Well  count ly  market,  to  which  it  was  ufually  fent 
fome  years  ago.  Oats  are  never  carried  to  market  by  our  far^ 
mersj  though  there  is  a  demand  for  them  ;  a  circumftance 
which  muft  be  attributed  more  to  habit  than  the  efTefts  of 
thirlage.  Potatoes  arc  not  much  ufcd  here,  though  every  per- 
font  wh6  rents  hnd  plants  a  fmail  quantity.  The  common  peo- 

'  pie  arc  not  very  fond  of  them,  and  they  think  them  unwhole- 
fome  ;  nor  will  farm  fervants  make  a  meal  of  them,  or  eveit 
cat  them  without  milk  or  butter,  fo  readily  as  in  other  parts 
of  Scotland.  To  peafc-meal  or  bc^-meal  they  have  rather  a 
diflikc  ;  and  in  general,  garden  vegetables  of  all  forts  are  not 
fo  much  cultivated  or  ufed  as  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Very  little  flax  has  been  hitherto  raifed  in  tiiis  country ;  and 
as  we  have  excellent  foil  for  it,  and  the  country  people  are 
under  the  neceifity  of  buying  all  the  linen,  when  they  might 
get  it  much  cheaper  by  manufafturing  it  at  home,  this  want 
of  flax  mud  be  attributed  to  the  difficulty  in  drefling  the  lent} 

but 

f  %VLt  bvley  bell  it  9.767  per  cent  ab^e  the  ftaodard. 
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but  as  Aat  obftaclc  is  now  removed  by  the  creftion  of  a  liht 
mill  in  the  neighbourhood  by  Mr  Leith  of  Whitehaugh,  the 
culture  of  this  plant  is  becoming  much  more  general  and  eic- 
tenfive. 

Field  turnips  and  fown  grafles,  with  ordinary  attention,  ha\'c 
anfwered  remarkably  wdl  in  this  country  ;  and  as  the  farmers 
are  convinced,  by  fmall  trials,  of  the  benefits  which  attend 
that  mode  of  huibandry,  they  are  more  defirous  than  for- 
merly of  imptoying  in  that  way,  though  it  is  ftill  no  eafy  tafk 
to  pcrfiiade  them  to  abandon  their  old  habits  and  prejudices. 
The  number  of  black  cattle  in  this  parifh  (in  December 
1 793,  when  the  year's  fale  is  over)  if  953.  Of  thefe  346  are 
oxen  for  the  plough,  of  which  there  are  65  in  the  parilh,  al- 
moft  all  of  the  old  Scotch  conftruftion.  Every  farmer  is  am- 
bitious of  having  many  pairs  of  oxen  in  his  plough  ;  fome  hnec 
6,  many  have  5,  and  few  common  farmers,  with  any  extent. 
cf  pofiefiion,  have  lefs  than  4  pairs.  Smaller  tenants  yoke 
oxenj  horfes,  and  even  bulls,  cows,  and  young  cattle,  promii- 
euoufly,  to  make  up  what  tlicy  deem  a  fufficient  ftrength.  No 
difFerencc  in  the  nature  of  the  foil  is  attended  to  in  propor- 
tioning the  ftrength  and  number  of  the  cattle;  for  a  farmer, 
who  yokes  10  or  12  oxen,  ecnploys  them  aH,  whether  he  plow 
his  in-field  land,  or  the  moft  rugged  ftony  oiit-field*  Neither 
docs  this  make  any  great  difference  in  the  quantity  of  land 
ploughed  at  a  yoking,  which  is  from  l  to  \  of  an  acre  *,  and 
which  correfponds  with  the  poor  feeding  of  the  cattle.  Ox- 
en, which  fold  40  years  ago  at  2I.  or  3I.  fell  now  from  5!.  to 
7I.  and  thofe  of  the  befl  kind  and  fize  among  common  far- 
mers, will  even  rife  to  81.  and  9!.  Every  farmer  fells  one  or 
two  pairs  of  oxen  yearly,  and  replaces  them  by  others  of  his 
9wn  rearing. 

3  N  2  Forty 

*l  The  country  people  compute  land  by  the  quauticy  Town  with  a  boU  of 
ictd ;  whUh  may  be  very  litrle  more,  if  asy  thioj;,  than  a  Scoa  acre* 
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Forty  years  ago,  il.  5s.  or  tl.  jos.  was  the  price  of  a  cavsz 
that  will  now  bring  from  3I.  to  5I ;  but  as  tbey  arc  pooriy  fedj^ 
they  are  of  a  fmall  fize,  and  will  not  give  above  4  or  5  Scolcb 
pints  of  milk  per  day,  even  in  the  bed  of  the  grafs.  A  far- 
mer's  dairy,  therefore,  is  bai;ely  fHfficient  for  family  confunap- 
tion,  and  as  the  milk  is  ufed  fweet,  little  butter  or  chcefe  is 
made,  and  that  little  is  rarely  fent  to  market,  but  laid  up  for 
winter  ufe,  when  milk  cannot  be  had.  The  cows  calve  in 
the  beginning  of  March  or  end  of  April,  which  is  an  addi- 

,  tional  rcafon  for  their  giving  little  milk  \  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  early  calving  is  thought,  by  the  country  people,  to  be 
advantageous  to  the  calf,  by  giving  it  more  time  to  acquire 
llrength,  before  the  approach  of  winter.  For  the  fame  rca- 
fon, calves  are  i^iiverfally  permitted  to  go  at  largc{throQgh  the 
fields,  during  fummer,  and  pick  up  the  gtafs  at  the  roots  of 
the  com.  This  pra£lice  is  occaGoned  by  the  want  of  proper 
food  and  inclofures ;  as  the  calves  would  be  much  injured 'by 
feeding  or  being  confined  with  the  large  cattle  in  the  folds,  or 
in  houfes,  during  the  fummer  feafon ;  and  i;  is  attended  w\ih 
much  damage  to  the  corns  by  their  lying  upon,  and  treading 
it  down ;  and  the  calves  get  a  reftlefs  habit,  fo  that  ever  after 

^  it  is  impoflible  to  confine  them  but  by  the  (Irongeft  and  moft 
impenetrable  fences.  In  winter,  the  calves  and  aU  other  cattle, 
are  houfed,  during  the  night,  and  fed  with  ftraw,  which» 
iirhen  the  land  is  overrun  with  weeds,  is  not  a  great  deal  in* 
ferior  to  coarfe  hay.  After  the  firft  winter,  they  accompa- 
ny the  other  cattle,  till  they  are  cows  or  oxen  ;  fcr  it  is  not 
\ifua]  to  fell  very  )oung  cattle  in  this  country.  In  the  (pring 
feafon,  all  cattle  in  this  country  are  in  very  low  condition,^ 
the  ftraw  being  by  that  time  not  only  fcarce,  but  dried^  faplefs* 
and  lefs  nourifhing  :  and  by  want  of  (helter,  and  on  account 
of  the  poor  ftatc  of  the  land  laid  out  for  grafs,  it  is  very  late 
in  rifing. 

•  Th? 
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The  number  of  hotfes  in  this  parifti  is  172.  They  are 
well  bodied  and  clean  limbed,  but  they  want  a  fufEciency  of 
bone*;  and,  as  they  fcldom  rife  above  13,  or  13^  hands 
high,  they  .arc  under  fized  for  draught.  Their  other  charac- 
teriftics  are,  a  large  ilUfliaped  heafl,  with  a  tloick  heck  and 
(tiff  mane;  they  are  hardy,  and  eafily  fed,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  ferviceabic  horfes.  In  this  country,  hprfes  are  not 
generally  employed  in  ploughing,  but  they  draw  the  harrows, 
which  here  are  only  ufed  to  cover  the  feed,  and  are  by  much 
too  light  and  unfit  for  any  of  the  other  purpofcs  of  agricul-r 
(ure,  to  which  proper  harrows  are  applied.  They  perform 
all  the  cart  work,  which  principally  conHfts  in  joitrncys  to 
mill  and  market ;  in  carrying  home  the  corns  in  harveft,  and 
preparing  ani  carting  out  dung.  Their  food  is  the  fame  as 
that  of  homed  cattle,  with  the  addition  of  the  light  corn; 
and -this,  with  a  little  more  attention  to  their  cleanlinefs  and 
bedding,  (though  they  are  riot  rubbed  down  or  curry-comb- 
ed) keeps  them  more  in  fle(h,  and  in  better  condition,  thaq 
other  cattle.  By  the  rife  of  |)rice,  X  which,  40  years  ago^j 
was  from  2L  to  3I.  for  a  horfe,  that  now  coils  from  9I.  to 
1  al.,  the  breeding  of  horfes  has  turned  a  profitable  ufe  of 
land  ;  and  farmers  endeavour,  at  leall  to  fupply  themfelves, 
by  keeping  mares.  The  number  of  carts  in  this  pariih,  has 
jncreafed    greatly  within  thefe  20  years,  and  is  now  79. 

Creels 

*  Sone  Ql-jiidge^  tttemptt  have  probably  been  nude,  long  ago,  to  raifc 
the  £b|c  of  the  native  horfcf  of  the  country,  by  crofltog  them  with  tall  well 
bred  horfei,  from  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  without  giving  the  progeny 
proper  and  fufficient  feeding  to  keep  them  up  to  the  ftandard ;  for  the  de^ 
fuiption  doet  not  correfpon^  with  the  common  unmixed  breeds  of  Scotch 
horfes. 

\  The  rife  of  price  lately,  i*  owing  to  the  demand  from  the  Southern 
parti  of  Scotland,  or  North  of  England,  where  our  fmall  horfes  are  fa  id  to 
yrork  10  the  collieriei. 
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Creels  and  crook-faddlcs  are  entirely  in  difufc.  TTic  igno^ 
rance  and  inattention  of  the  farmers  of  this  country,  are 
more  confpicuous  in  the  management  of  their  fhecp,  than  in 
any  other  branch  of  rural  ccconomy.  There  arc  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  at  prefcnt,  about  1300  \  but,  in  fummer,  there  will  be 
twHce  as  many.  The  grcateft  part  of  thefe  are  the  fmall 
white  faced  Scotch  (heep,  which  fcem  to  be  natives  of  this 
country ;  but  there  are  a  few  which  are  bred  between  thefe 
and  the  black  faced  Tweeddale,  or  Linton  breed,  here  called 
bruikct  fliecp  j  and  there  are  others,  which,  by  the  remotc- 
nefs  of  the  original,  crofiing  and  intermixing  again  with  tlic 
flieep  of  the  country,  partake,  more  or  Icfs,  o£  the  two  fpc- 
cies. 

Tfiis  crofs  breed  has  probably  been  at  firfl  brought  mtQ 
the  country,  with  a  view  to  raifc  the  Gze  of  the  carcafe ;  but,, 
although  the  price  of  fliecp  has  nearly  tripled  within  thefe 
40  years,  neither  tlic  carcafe  nor  the  wool  have  been  much 
attended  to  by  our  farmers,  whofe  principal  objeft,  and,  by 
their  own  account,  chief  gain,  is  in  the  dang  which  manures 
their  folds.  They  are  looked  upon  as  prejudicial  to  cattle, 
becaufe  the  country  people  think  that  they  cat  up  a  great 
deal  ofthe  grafs;  and,  therefore,  none  but  thofe  who  have 
cxtenGvc  liill-grazmgs,  keep  any  (heep. 

"  The  hill  grounds  are  not,  however,  partrcularfy  kept  for 
Iheep ;  but  young  cattle  and  young  horfes  are  turned  out  up- 
on them*  The  flocks  of  feveral  tenants  generally  range  the 
&rae  paflures  in  common ;  and  as  every  one  is  defirous  ta 
kepp  as  many  as  he  can,  they  are  very  generally  over-ftocked. 
When  a  farmer  has  not  a  fufficient  ftock  of  his  own,  or  more 
paflure  ground  than  Is  proportioned  to  his  winter  feedbig, 
he  takes  in  flieep  during  the  fummer,  at  the  very  moderate 
rate  of  2d.  per  head  for  three  months,  though,  as  he  looks 
upon  t!ic  dung  of  the  animal  as  his  profit,  they  are  allowed 
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to  remain  five.  In  the  fummer»  Iheep  are  tarned  oiit  to  thp 
hall^  to  range  at  their  own  difcretion,  and,  at  night- fall,  a  boy 
is  fent  to  drive  them  down  to  the  folds^  from  which  they  ars 
frequently  not  releafed  till  the  morning  is  far  gone. 

As  we  have  no  (hepherds,  nor  even  good  (heep  dogs,  fo  dierc 
are  no  divifions  of  the  flockSi  according  to  their  fexes,  or  ages, 
nor  any  ground  hained  for  winter.  In  this  feafon,  they  are 
turned  out  upon  the  arable  lands  of  the  farm,  which  have 
not  been  in  corn  crop  \  and  feldom  fent  to  the  hill,  unlefs  tho 
^xreather  is  very  mild  ;  but  during  ftorms  and  falls  of  fnow, 
their  fubfiflence  muft  depend  upon  heath  ||  broom,  or  any 
thing  elfe,  which  can  be  reached  by  fcraping.  No  falve  or 
f  nnearing  is  iifed  in  this  county  ;  and  if  a  farmer's  ftock  is  not 
very  numerous,  the  (heep  are  crammed  into  fmall  houfesy 
built  foir  the  purpofc,  during  the  night,  and  what  with  tho 
alternate  heat  and  cold  they  thus  undergo,  and  the  poor 
fcanty  feeding  of  this  feafon,  they  are  in  fpring  reduced  to  a 
very  lean  weakly  (late,  which  it  requires  a  conliderable  part 
of  the  fummer  to  reftore^  The  grounds,  however,  are  heal- 
thy, and  no  very  mortal  or  difficult  difeafes  prevail  among 
the  flocks  on  account'  of  the  pa  (lure.  The  improper  burning 
of  heath  grounds  has  been  highly  detrimental  to  (heep  in 
tliis  couHtry  •,  for  the  farmers  never  confult  the  proper  fitua- 
lion  of  the  place  in  regard  to  (licltcr,  the  nature  of  tlie  foil, 
and  the  favourablenefs  of  the  feafon  for  this  purpofe  ;  nor  da 
they  herd  the  burnt  ground,  to  prcferve  the  tender  grafs, 
which  fprings  up,  from  being  plucked  out  at  the  roots,  by  tho 

flieep. 

I  Id  deep  Ihowt,  the  country  people  uncover  the  heath  with  fpades  t« 
enable  the  iheep  to  pluck  ic.  Farther  up  the  Don,  in  the  cguntty  called 
Sciathdcn,  which  is  more  ilormjr,  but  where  they  have  many  more,  and 
inuch  better  flieep  than  here,  this  is  a  common  prt(5lice.  There,  likewife,  the 
faf  m£rs  ciit  off  the  heath,  when  it  is  in  f*owcr ;  acd  after  drying;  them,  Iry- 
tliem  up  for  wiocer  provifioi). 
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^^ 

fhccp.  '  The  bad  confcqucnccs  of  improper  baming  arc  hbi^ 
felt,  and  likely  to  be  put  a  ftop  to  by  the  proprietors  §.  Swine 
arc  never  kept  here  but  by  miHers,  who  difpofc  of  the  rcfufe 
of  the  grain  from  thefe  mills  in  feeding  them.  We  haTC  a 
good  many  markets  round  the  country ,  at  {rom  4  and  5,  to 
I  a  and  14  miles  diftance,  where  lean  cattle  are  bought  up  by 
droversi  principally  from  the  South  country,  and  all  for  the . 
foutliern  markets.  Horfes  are  likewife  bought  and  fold  iii 
thefe  markets,  as  well  as  lean  flieep.  The  Abcidcen  bmch- 
ers,  iti  die  autumn,  buy  the  heft  grafs-fed  wedders,  at  from 
los.  6d.  to  I2S.  i  but  few  if  any  cattle  are  felled  here  for 
the  ihambles,  as  cither  by  combinations  among  the  butchers, 
or  for  fome  other  caufe,  the  price  giren  by  them  is  very  lo«r^ 
and  full  y^per  tent,  under  that  given  in  Angus.  There  i^cre 
anciently  weekly  markets  held  at  Meiklendovie,  in  this  pa- 
rifii,  and  grca**  yearly  fairs  at  that  place,  and  Kirkton  of  Al- 
ford.  Thofe  at  Meiklendovie  have  been  difcontinued  for 
many  years  ;  but  there  are  ftill  three  fairs  at  the  Kirkton,  for 
the  fale  of  cattle,  horfes,  (heep,  &c.  and  fmall  wares  i  but 
they  /re  of  no  great  confequence. 

The  general  manure  in  this  county,  is  ftabte  and  byre 
dung,  which  the  common  farmers  mix  up  with  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  muckfail  or  clay.  The  muckfaihis  rery  poor 
turf,  cut  up  in  the  neapell  muir,  a  practice  which  was  once 
in  vogue,  in  every  quarter  of  Scotland ;  and  which  is  ftiU 
looked  upon  in  this  country  as  a  mod  important  article  in 
iufbandry,  and  occupies  a  great  deal  of  time.  Whcte  good 
clay  is  to  be  had,  it  is  uf(!d  in  preference  to  the  muivifti 
fwardj  and  it  is  certainly  much  better,  though  our  in- field 

lands, 

§  There  irt  many  laws,  rcfpeAing  the  burning  of  heath  grounds.  They 
Mte  all  intended  with  a  view  to  protcd  the  game ;  but  if  they  were  chicfif 
enforcedi  they  would  be  advantagecus  to  fheep,  though  the  grovnd  cannot  il^- 
wayi  be  burac4  in  proper  feafon. 
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lands,  thoie  only  which  are  ibariured  in  tKts  way,  do  by  n6 
means  ftand  in  need  of  a  claying  every  three  years.    AH  our 
fanners  are  mod  niifetably  dicfeflive  in   that  grand  requffite 
in  good  faritiing,  the  raifing  of  manure  ;  for  the  whc^  dung 
inade  On  a  farm  iii  one  yeat,  even  widi  the  addition  of  muck- 
fail  or  clay,  is  barely  fiifSclcnt  for  mauutiag  one  feventh^  or$ 
at  mofl!)  one  fixth  of  the  land  which  produced  the  ftraw.    AU 
attempts  to  dtfcover  marie  have  hitherto  proved  anifucccis-» 
fal  \  and  the  only  fa£litiou3  n^antire  which  has  been  tried  ill 
this  country  is  lime  \  and  a^  trials  of  it  have  been  made  to  a 
tery  confiderable  etterit,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  pia£iicai» 
bility,  and  value  of  the  improvement.    The  hte  Mr  kmea 
of  fireda^  by  liming  and  inclofing,  accompanied  by  propev 
hafbandry,  improved  a  pro{)erty  in  this  parifh  in  tv^enty  years j 
which  was  latety  fold  at  triple  the  price  he  paid  for  it ;  nor 
iire  there  wanting  inftances  of  proprietors,  and  even  of  tei^ 
ants,  though  abot^  the  ofdinaf y  letel^  vrh<f  have,  with  equal 
advantage,  carried  ori  fimilar  improvement?.    The  etpenee^ 
however,  though  the  returns  with  good  management,  in:  th€ 
long  rUn,  do  much  more  than  repay  it,  is  very  great.  *  The 
cheaptft  method  of  procuring  lime,  is  to  bring  it  froRi  Aber- 
deen, at  the  dlftaUce  of  from  25  to  30  miles :  At  that  port 
the  price  is  very  high  ;  for  all  the  lime-(heli8  imported  there, 
are  either  from  the  Sunderland  lime-n^orksj  in  the  North  of 
England,  or  thofc  at  Qiarieftown,  in  the  Frith  of  Forth,  whicK 
belongs  to  Lord  Elgiri.  Lime»(heIIs,  from  the  firft,  give  3  re- 
turns \  and  of  the  laft,  from  2  to  2^  of  flaked  Hitie.    The 
Aberdeen  boll  of  lime-fhells  is  four  corn  firlots,  dr  1^8  ftan«- 
dard  Scotch  pints  jj,  for  which  the  merchantsi  receive  front 
38.  lA.  to  3s  3d.  for  Sunderland,  and  from  as.  7d.  to  as.  pd. 
for  Charlcftown  flicUs.    The  carriage  from  Aberdeen  to  this 
Vol.  XV.  3  O  country^ 

I  Seven  cubic  feet,  and  150  ciiUc  inchn. 
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countf]r»  of  fo  bulky  and  heavy  an  article»  is  tbc  cKcf  A* 
ftacic  to  improvemeiUs  by  means  of  lime.  When  Aber- 
deen carters  are  employed  to  tranfport  lime-fliells  to  this 
eountry,  they  arc  paid  at  the  rate  of  1 1 8.  or  i  as-  for  every 
ihree  bolls,  according  to  the  diftance  y  three  bolts  weigh  a- 
bout  13C0  cwt.,  and  rtquire  two  horfes,  as  neither  the  roads 
nor  the  horfes  are  good.  Some  reckon  this  the  cheapetl 
way,  but  others  hire  the  carters  to  deliver  the  fiiells  1  ^  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  where  they  take  them  up  with  their  own 
cattle ;  and  they  pay  at  the  rate  of  aod.  per  boU  ;  but  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  fend  horfes  and  fervants  to  Aberdeen  with 
grain,  and  even  without  a  load,  and  tobrinj;  home  lime- (hells 
in  return.  As  the  Sunderland  (hells  contahi  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  calcareous  matter  in  the  fame  bulk,  and  in  lefs  weight, 
than  tho(e  of  Charkftown,  they  are  generally  ufed  here,  and 
at  the  rate  of  from  16  to  ao  bolls  per  Scotch  acre,  which, 
when  properly  applied,  have  conftantly  worked  great  eflcds. 
The  great  expencejof  liming,  efpecially  in  the  carriage,  which, 
with  tlieir  weak  ill  fed  cattle,  the  country  people  cannot  a- 
toidf  has  hitlierto  deterred  them  from  ufmg  it  as  a  manure  to 
any  extent  \  and,  indeed,  without  a  total  alteration  of  their 
mode  of  cropping,  it  would  be  dangerous  and  hurtful  to  tlieir 
farms.  Heavy  as  the  expence  of  procuring  Kmc,  in  this  coun- 
try, is,  the  advantages  of  it  in  meliorating  the  foil,  are  fo  great, 
that  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  article  highly  efTential  \  and 
siecefTary  fo^  attempting  or  carrying  on  improvements.  The 
only  means  to  diminifli  this  expence,  are  cither  to  difcover 
tolerable  workable  limeitone  in  the  country,  or  to  lower  tlie 
expence  of  carriage.  The  attempts  to  diicover  workable 
lime- (tone,  have  not  hitherto  been  either  general,  or  well 
condutSed,  and  though  there  sire  many  indications  of  it  in 
the  country,  no  regular  quarry  has  been  hitherto  found.  It 
is  probable,  that  tlie  gentlemen  will  foon  turn  their  thoughts 

with 
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with  fomc  cffeft,  to  that  important  objc6^,  and  if  they  are 
fuccefsful)  we  ihall  have  linve-fhells  as  chcap^  at  lead,  as  they 
can  be  purchafed  at  Aberdeen,  after  defraying  all  e^pences^ 
the  heatieft  of  which  will  be  the  price  and  earyiage  of  coals 
from  Aberdeen  to  burn  tlic  limeftone.  If  this  great  fource 
of  improvement  fail,  oar  only  other  alternative,  is,  to  cherap^ 
en  the  carriage,  by  altering  and  mending  the  roads,  which 
have  lately  begun  to  receive  very  great  attention  in  this  coon<» 
try. 

There  are  tew  fields  properly  inclofed,  but  thofe  which 
furrouud  gentlemen's  feats  ;  and  the  on^y  fences  which  may 
be  called  good,  are  ftone  dykes  though  there  is  little  <ioubt 
that,  upon  a  proper  plan,  with  proper  preparation  and  atten- 
tion, thorns  would  thrive  wdK  make  good  fences,  and,  coivr 
fequently,  a  mod  valuable  and  lafting  improvement  in  this 
<»untry ;  but  they  have  in  very  few  places  had  a  fait  trial. 
The  country  people,  are  not  averfe  to  indofurcs,  though  they 
will  neither  build  nor  pay  a  per  centage  for  building  ftons 
dykes,  which  coft  from  *2|d.  to  4d.  per  Scotch  ell  §,  according 
to  the  materials  and  height  of  the  dyke ;  befides  carriage  of  the 
Hones  ;  and  they  cannot  bear  the  trouble  of  proteding  or  raif- 
ing  a  thorn  hedge.    They  feldom  make  a  proper  ufc  of  inclo* 
fures  where  they  have  them  *,  for  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  an 
inclofed  field  in  patches  of  corn  and  grafs  ;  the  only  real  ufa 
of  inclofured  to  them,  therefore,  is  to  ferve  as  a  barrier  to  the 
farm  in  winter,  when,  if  the  weather  is  open,  the  cattle  of  the 
great  and  of  the  (mall  farmer^ .  range  promifcuotifly  over  the 
whole  country,  without  regard  to  any  farm  or  any  boundaries^ 
This  pra£tice  has  been  prohibited  jj  by  tlie  Legiflature  long 

3  O  2  ago» 

5  A  Scotch  cU  is  little  more  than  37  Eo^Iiih  Intrhet. 

I  Winter  feeding  was  ftriAly  enjoined,  and  the  pradlicc  of  turning  out 
cattle,  to  go  at  random,  prohibited,  under  fevere  penalties,  in  1606.  The  uii- 
iity  of  tJic  layr  i» obvious.— Pity  that  it  is  not  more  i/gorouily  evcjitrd. 
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|igo»  and  it  defenres  very  f<;verc  reprobation,  ^  k  i$  a  xmSL 
effe£kual  bar  to  improvepicntg  of  every  kind  ;  and  cfpccially 
to  the  culture  of  grafs  and  com  crops. 

The  wages  of  farm  feryant6  haye  been  very  gvtatly  railed 
within  thefe  few  years  in  this  country,  owing  to  the  great 
deniiind  and  high  pnce  of  labour  in  Angus,  the  Meamsi  and 
Southern  parts  of  Scotland,  together  with  that  occafioned  by 
the  number  of  extenfive  manufaAortes,  recently  ere£bed  iu 
Aberdeen.  Forty  years  ago,  a  qian*s  yearly  wages  were  from 
i61.  Scotch,  or  il.  66.  8d.  Sterling,  to  il.  13s.  4d.  and  a  wo- 
man's 16  merks,  or  17s.  9|d.  and  they  are  now  from  5U  ios« 
to  61.  for  a  man,  and  al.  1  os.  for  a  woman.  Though  thefe  wa- 
ges do  not  appear  high,  when  compared  with  thofe  given  in 
other  parts  of  Scotland,  they  are  very  feverdy  felt  by  the  far- 
sners  of  this  country  \  and  indeed,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
fervants  in  this  quarter  do  not  work  as  in  other  places.;  that 
fhe  extent  of  ground  ploughed,  harrowed,  reaped,  &c.  is  ve- 
ry great,  when  compared  to  the  produce ;  that  for  theie  rea^ 
fons  many  feryants  are  required  ;  and  that  the  maintenance 
of  them  is  a  much  higher  article  than  their  wages,  efpecially 
where  there  are  many  mouths  \  and  when,  in  addiuon  to 
to  thefe  pecuniary  difadvantages,  the  diflkulty  in  piDcuii^ 
fervants,  their  waile,  indolence,  carelcfihels,  and  indolence, 
are  taken  into  account,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the 
fxpence  of  farm  fervants,  in  this  country,  cuts  very  dcq>  up- 
on the  produce  pf  the  farm,  or  (as  the  tenants  generally  fay) 
that  it  is  a  greater  bfirden  on.  them  than  their  rent.  Befides 
the  ordinary  fervaiHs  of  his  farm,  a  farmer  has  tq  provide  a 
number  of  extra  hands  for  his  harveft  work.  This  work  is 
never  done  by  the  piece  or  day,  but  an  agreed-upop-fum,  to- 
other with  the  reapers  vi£kuals,  (frequently  accompanied  by 
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very  ridtcnlo^s  ffipulationg  *)  are  given  as  a  harveft  fee,  dufw 
ixig  the  whole  time  of  cutting  down  and  carrying  home  the 
poms.  Thefe  harveft  fees  haye  been  rifuig  for  fome  years^ 
and  are  now  il-  158,  or  aL  for  a  man^  and  iL  for  a  womani 
befides  yiAuals  \  and  the  rifk  of  bad  weather,  to  protra£t  the 
faanreft,  and  lay  bands  idle,  whom  the  fanner  muft  main^^ 
tain,  and  every  thing  elfe  being  taken  into  view,  it  will  be 
founds  that  the  expcnce  of  harveft  work  runs  very  greatly  out 
of  proportion  to  that  of  every  other  fpecies  of  labour.  This 
difproportion  is  the  caufe  of  many  of  the  grievances  we  feel^ 
ivith  regard  to  ordinary  fervants  \  for  thefe  high  harveft  fees 
being  nearly  equivalent  to  a  half  years  wages,  not  only  deter 
the  people,  efpecially  women  |,  from  engaging  to  work  to  a 
mafterj  but  induces  lervants  to  defert  their  fervice  upon  the 
flighteft  pretences  \  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
diilike  of  getting  what  they  call  a  bad  word,  among  fervants, 
generally  ties  up  the  farmer  from  applying  for  that  redrefg 
which  the  law  affords.  The  fame  filly  idea  leads  them  to 
give  way  to  the  grofleft  abufes  in  their  domeftic  concerns.  A 
farmer  muft  often  rife  from  bed  at  3  or  4  o'clock,  in  a  win- 
ter's morping,  to  admit  his  fervants,  who  have  been  junket- 
ting  all  night  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  he  muft  perform  aU 
the  morning  work  of  a  farm,  in  tending  cattle,  &c.  long  be- 
fore they  get  up,  to  affift  him ;  nor  is  it  uncommon  for  a  far- 
mer to  go  with  his  cart  and  horfes  to  Aberdeen  himfelf,  be- 
f:au<e  he  will  not  only  take  better  care  of  his  cattle,  but  per- 
form the  journey  at  lefs  expence  than  his  fervant.    In  {bort, 

the 

*  Such  M,  for  example,  that  the  reaper  ihall  have  fuch  and  fuch  perfooi  on 
^  lame  ridge  with  him. 

\  Women,  when  they  are  not  engaged  ss  fervanta,fpin,and  make  their  own 
cloches,  or  work  fiockingt,  till  the  harveft  approach ;  and  thui  are  gaioeis  bj 
p>t  cijtering  into  farmers  fervice. 
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the  common  meaning  of  lanjguagc  here  is  totally  rcverfcd ; 
and  fcrvants  do  not  fo  much  ferve,  ai  rule -and  tvrannize  over 
their  mafters.  'Die  fubtcnants  and  cottars  do  not  work  much 
to  the  principal  tenants ;  but  they  pay  them  higher  rents 
than  the  principal  pnys  to  his  landlord,  and  they  eafe  him  of 
a  good  many  fcrvices  ;  and  though  this  rhftof  poffcllbrs  of 
land  aad  to  the  population  of  a  country,  they  are  not,  here 
at  lead,  al^rays  to  be  reckoned  the  mod  ufeful  and  indudri- 
Dus  members  of  fociety.  There  arc  many  of  them,  who,  if 
their  fmall  piece  of  ground  will  barely  find  them  fubfiilcncc, 
will  not  endearouT  to  better  their  condition  by  labour  or  in- 
duilry,  t^iotigh  there  is  always  work  enough  for  labourers  \ 
a!id  they  lead  an  eafy,  indolent  life,  except  in  harveft,  which 
is  a  fcafon  of  general  exertion.  The  wages  of  artificers  here 
;irc  as  high  as  in  any  part  of  Scotland,  and  thbfe  of  day  L-? 
bourers  are  8d.  in  fummer  and  6i,  in  winter ;  high  enough, 
confidcring  their  work ;  yet  the  high  price  of  meal  common* 
1y  prores  a  (Ironger  inducement  to  make  them  work  than 
thefe  wages.  Working  by  the  piece,  except  at  mafon-work 
and  dyking,  is  not  general  in  this  country ;  nor  will  the  coun- 
try people  undertake  it  even  for  common  works,  fuch  as 
trenching,  ditching,  &c*  unlefs  they  have  an  enormous  pro- 
fit. 

The  fuel  of  this  country  is  peat,  wood,  turf,  heath  broom, 

^c.  With  the  Hrft,  there  are  only  two  eftates  in  the  parift 
fupplicd  ;  and  though  the  tenants  of  thofe  properties  arc  o« 
a  better  footing  than  the  others,  ftill  the  labqur  of  procuring 
peats  is  fo  great,  that  it  admits  of  a  doubt,  whether  coal,  un- 
der the  di  fad  vantages  of  a  high  price,  and  a  long  carriage, 
would  not  be  cheaper.  Except  the  roots  and  crops  of  tree^ 
wood  is  little  ufed  for  fuel,  as  it  is  very  expenfive  \  and  broon\ 
apd  heath  require  much  labour. 

fUaJu 
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/t'cflJ/.— *The  roads  in  this  county  have  been  originally' 
formed,  either  by  the  ftatute  labour,  or  by  the  military,  under 
the  order  of  Government.  Of  this  laft  defcription,  there  arc 
two  roads  which  crofs  each  o^her,  in  this  parifh;  the  great 
Northern  road,  which  leads  from  Fettercairn,  ovet  rfic  Gairiv 
of  Month  to  Huntly,  and  the  road  which  goes  from  Abef- 
lieen  to  CorgarfF,  a  military  (lation  en  the  fources  of  Don. . 
Both  tliefe  roads,  fince  tlieir  fovmatioil  by  the  foldiery,  hav& 
been  kept  in  repair  by  the  ftatute  labour  of  the  feveral  pa« 
ri(hes  through  which  they  pafs,  as  far  zs  it  would  go,  to* 
maintain  them  jointly  with  other  roads  in.  the  pariflie^.  The* 
ftatute  labour  has  not  been  hitherto  converted  into  money  Inr 
this  country ;  and,  of  confequence,  as  in  every  other  coun** 
try  where  the  ftatute  labour  is  performed  in  work  by  the 
ceuntry'  people,  it  is  found  inadequate  to  the  fupport  of  the. 
foads>  both  public  and  parochial.  The  laft  mentioned  piili« 
tary  road,  forn^is  the  communication  between  a  very  exten- 
five  country  and  the  city  of  Aberdeeni  and  has,  of  late,  a& 
m^ell  as  on  leveral  former  occafions,  become  almoft  impa{Iable«. 
In  aid  of  the  ftatute  labour,  the  gentlemen  whofe  eftates  ly 
in  this  country,  have  twice  made  very  liboral  fnbfcriptions 
for  it's  rep^iir  ;  but  in  x  7^2,  when  it  was  again  in  a  very  bad 
ftate,  after  mature  confidcration,  its  direftion,  for  a  confidera- 
b!e  way,  was  found  to  be  higlily  improper ;  and  it  was  a- 
grced,  that  a  new  road,  for  nearly  o*  miles  in  length,  with  a 
view  to  obviate  the  difadvantages  of  the  old  track,  iltould  be 
undertaken.  L.  600.  has  been  fubfcirbed  for  this  purpofc, 
and  the  work  is  confiderably  advanced.  When  it  is  ftnlfhetf, 
there  is  good  reafoii  to  expefl,  that  the  improvement  of  tliis 
country  will  go  on  with  aditional  brilknefs,  as  It  will  give  us 
an  excellent  communication  with. our  chief  market  pl.ice, 
and  enable  the  farmer  to  bring  home  lime,  coal,  and  ihe  o- 
ther  ncceflary  articles  of  country  confumprion,  much  more 

eaflly, 
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eafity,  and  therefore  more  chcaplf,  than  he  has  been  wont 
to  do. 

MamtfaEturei^ — The  onlf  nlanufa£lufe  in  this  cosntf 
worth  mentioning,  is  that  of  knitting  (lockings^  which  has 
been  k>ng  eftabiifhed  in  Aberdeen(hke*.  The  country  part 
of  the  manufa£tare,  is  catrie<i  on  entirely  by  women,  td 
mrhom  the  wool  is  deltTcred  out  by  the  Abetdeen  ftocking 
merchantSi  who  have  fixed  ftations  over  the  country,  for  giv- 
ing out  wool,  receiving  ftockingSt  and  reckoning  with  tfaofc 
whom  they  employ.  The  wool  is  almoft  all  imported  froid 
England,  and  none  of  the  growth  of  the  country  is  manQfac-^ 
tured  \  for  which  reafon,  our  wool  is  very  inferior^  and  the 
fleeces  of  a  flock  not  worth  more  than  6d.  each,  on  an  ave- 
rage. It  is  (pun  and  worked  into  ftockings,  at  a  price  pro<^ 
portioned  to  their  finenefs  or  coarlenefs ;  and  the  average 
feam  of  a  good  worker,  will  be  as.  per  wed^.  This  manii- 
fadhire  has  contributed  to  keep  hands  in  the  country  \  but  it 
admits  of  fome  doubt,  whether  thefe  hands  might  not  be 
more  profitably  empbyed,  aiid  whether  the  manufaAure  has 
|>romoted  the  intetefts  of  agriculture ;  but  it  certainly  con- 
tributes little  to  health,  and  conduces  lefs  to  morality; 

AntiquUiei.— In  this  parifli,  tlic  Marquis  of  Montrofe,  upon' 
the  2d  day  of  July  1645,  won  the  batdfc  of  Alford^  by  de- 
feating Baillie,  one  of  the  Generals  of  the  Covenanters ;  but 
his  caufe  fuftatned  an  irreparable  Jots,  in  the  death  of  the 
i«ord  Gordon,  the  elded  fon  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  n^o 

fell 

•  According  to  the  iccounu  c»  the  Aberdeen  mcrcha«t«,('»^^o«P«»"  all 
the  ftockings,  cither  to  Holland  and  the  northen*  pam  of  Otnnanr,  from 
whence  they  are  often  fent  to  America)  the  fum  circulated  through  the 
country  in  the  neighbouihood  of  Aberdeen,  merely  for  fpinning  the  wool 
and  knitting  the  ftockings,  it  from  70P00I.  to  90,000 1,  per  annum.  Thetf 
accoantt  are,  however,  in  all  probability,  aauch  beyond  the  truth. 
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feQ  by  t  nndom  flict,  in  the  j^urfuiti  near  a  large  (tone  on 
the  field  of  battle,  which  is  ftiH  pointed  out  by  the  country 
people.  About  50  ye^rs  ago>  fome  men,  in  calling  peats,  dug 
up  the  body  of  a  nian  on  horfeback  and  in  complete  armour^ 
who  had  been  drown.cd  either  in  the  purfuit,  or  flif;hi  from 
this  engagement  -,  and  formerly,  the  comitry  people  were  in 
ufe,  when  cafting  peats,  to  find  ball,  and  pieces  of  money  *, 
which  had,  probably,  dropped  from  the  flying,  and  efcaped 
the  fearch  of  the  viftors*  Upon  the  top  of  a  little  hill,  there 
is  an  immenfe  cairn,  from  which  a  fmall  property  in  this  pa- 
lifli  takes  the  name  of  Carneveran,  though  the  import  of  that 
word  is  not  known.  This  cairn  is  1 20  yards  in  circumfer^ 
cnce,  and  of  a  proportionable  height.  Of  this  great  monu- 
ment, there  is  no  very  diftindi  tradition,  though  fome  think 
that  it  marks  the  burial  place  of  a  brother  of  one  of  the 
Kings  of  Scotland.  No  more  certain  accounts  can  be  giren 
of  a  pretty  large  cairn,  wUch  lately  ftood  at  a  place  called 
Caimballoch  \  but,  when  it  was  removed  feme  years  ago^ 
there  was  found  near  the  bottom,  a  fort  of  cheft,  compofed 
of  thin  flat  (tones,  containing  an  earthen  veflel  filled  witH 
aflies,  which  mouldered  away  upon  being  expofed  to  the  air, 
In  the  pariih,  there  is  an  eminence  called  the  Gallow  Hilly 
which  had  been  anciently  a  place  of  execution  \  and  nailSf 
and  other  pieces  of  rufty  iron,  are  turned  over  by  the  plough j 
near  the  fummiti  where  the  gallows  had  been  eredied,  Many 

\  *  Some  of  the  coins  are  ha  the  oiftody  of  Mr  FarquhafTon  of  Hngfaton; 
and  as  k  nay  gratify  a  curious  reader  to  know  the  coins  ithtch  appear  to 
hava  been  then  current,  two  of  them  ihaU  he  dercribcd.  llKy  are  filver ; 
and  the  firft  i«  a  two  florin  piece  of  MazimiUan,  Couot  Palatine,  3&€.  baviog, 
on  one  ^1^^  his  arms,  furrouoded  by  the  Poifoo^d'or,  and,  on  (he  reveire,  the 
the  Patroneft  of  Bavaria,  with  the  fame  legend  vhich  is  l.Jl  ufed.  The 
other  is  a  doUar  of  PhiU  4,  of  Spain,  having  on  one  ^z  the  arma  of  Spain 
and  AnI&ria,  lod  the  coUar  pf  t|ke  Ooldcn  Fleece,  and  00  cU?  rcvirfe,  % 
tcroliflfuri. 
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pf  tbc  parUhioners  report,  tbough  witb(5ut  m^ich  ciedtbility, 
(hat  Gregory  the  Great  was  buiied  in  the  parifli  \  and  thers 
are  fcvcral  predi£lions  current  among  the  country  people,  ai- 
tributcd  by  ihcm  to  Thomas  the  Rhymer,  which  h  would  li 
unneceflary  to  recite.  There  aic  two  old  houfes  in  the  p-- 
rifh  \  one  of  them,  Afstoune,  was  built  between  two  and 
three  hundred  years  ago,  and  feems  to  have  been  a  place  of 
fome  ftrength.  It  was  a  fquare  building,  with  a  round  tower 
at  each  of  two  oppofite  angles,  of  which  there  is  one  (till  re- 
remaining,  though  the  greater  part  of  the  houfc  was  pulled 
down  40  years  ago.  The  firft  ftorey  was  aD  rauited,  and 
theie  was  a  well  in  one  of  tlie  vaults ;  but  the  towers  were  a 
continuation  of  one  vault  above  another  to  tlic  roof. 

About  two  thirds  of  the  parifti  belongs  to  one  proprietor, 
who  is  an  occafional  reGdent,  and  the  remainder  is  divided  a» 
mong  five  others,  two  of  whom  refide  conftantly-  The  va- 
lued rent  is  3126I.  12s*  8d.  and  the  neat  rent  may  be  about 
15001.  19s.  Sterling. 

Animals* — ^Tlie  Don  abounds  with  trout,  and,  after  high 
floods,  with  falmon,  which,  when  the  river  is  low,  cannot  get 
up  on  account  of  the  crieve  dykes,  near  its  mouth.  There  ar- 
no  pikes,  and  few  eels  ip  this  part  of  its  courfe.  A  bridge  over 
the. Don  in  the  line  of  the  great  northern  road,  would  be 
highly  ferviceable  to  this  country.  Bcfides  the  Don,  there 
are  feveral  inferior  ftreams,  which  pafs  through  the  parifh, 
well  (locked  with  trout,  &c.  Upon  one  of  them,  the  Lochcl, 
a  bridge  was  built  by  Mr  Melvine,  then  clergyman  of  this 
parifi),  in  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  and  it  is  ftill  kept  in 
good  repair,  by  a  mortification  of  100  merks,  which  he  kft 
in  the  charge  of  the  minifter  and  kirk  fcflion,  for  that  purpofc. 

In  the  parifh  there  are  a  few  Red  and  Roe  Deer,  lately  at- 
tra£lcd  to  the  country  by  the  extenfive  plantations ;  and  wc 
have  foxes,  polecats,  weafcls,  the  Scotch  ermine^  and  the  Muf< 

covy 
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lovy  tat,  who  has  travelled  up  the  banks  of  the  river  froni 
Aberdeen.  \Vc  have  Ukewife  a  few  muir-fowl,  and  plenty 
of  hares,  patridgcs,  fnipes,  plovers,  and  wild  ducks  \  and; 
wx.  particular  feafon^,  curlews,  woodcocks^  dottrels,  and  fcail 
drakes.  Of  other  birds,  the  country  is  infefted  with  hawkd 
of  almoft  all  forts  ;  the  falcon,  fparrow-hawk,  martin,  atid  a 
nre  fpccics,  commonly  called  blue  fleeves,  and  with  kites  of 
c  iffcrent  fizes  and  defcripttons.  The  hooded  crdws  arc  not 
fo  numerous,  but  rooks  and  daws  are  in  prodigious  numbers. 
Sometimes  the  great  woodpecker  has  be^n  found  in  our 
woods,  and  the  king's-fiOier  on  the  river,  though  they  are 
exceeding  rare.  In  general,  our  woods  have  increafed  the 
number  of  the  birds  and  beads  of  prey,  and  confequently  di- 
nitnifhed  the  quantity  of  game  in  the  country. 

ChiHrcbj  School  and  Poor,-^The  church  is  old,  and  bears  date 
1603.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1718,  and  has  been  repaired^ 
and  is  convenient;  The  ilipe^id  is  60I.  133;  4d.  including  com- 
munion elements,  and  grafs  money;  2  chalders  of  meal,  and  i 
of  bear,  bcfidcs  a  gitbc  of  4  acres,  and  a  garden.  The  laft  E- 
p'fcopal  clergyman  in  this  pari(h  ifras  Mr  Jeffrey,  who  v^aS 
Tfemoved  about  the  year  1715*  and  Mr  Gordon^  the  firft  Pref- 
byterian  Minifter  (and  a  confiderable  leader  in  the  Church  . 
of  Scotland),  was  fettled  in  I7i7»  and  removed  to  Alloa  ill 
173;.    The  prefcnt  incumbent  is  his  third  fuccefTor; 

The  fchooUfalaryis  13  bolls  of  meal,  and  2I.  arifing  from  a 
mortification,  and  40  merks,  or  2].  4s.  j^d.  as  the  fee  of  a 
L'ffion  clerk.  The  emoluments  of  the  fchool  will  not  much, 
exceed  7I.  The  whole  amount  is  too  (lender  an  allowance 
for  any  pcrfon  properly  qualified  to  difcharge  the  important 
duties  which  this  clafs  of  men  owe  to  the  public. 

The  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  are  the  inte- 
reft  of  200I.  of  mortified  money,  and  the  weekly  collections 
It  church,  together  with  the  fines  of  delinquents.  Thefe  fund^ 
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are  applied  to  die  fapport  from  r2  to  »7  paupcrsi  none  of 
whom  arc  permitted  to  go  about  begging,  though  the  country 
is  overrun  with  people  of  that  dcfcription.  In  the  bad  fea- 
fons  of  1 782  and  1 783,  the  kirk-feflion  were  obliged  to  extend 
iheir  charity  inore  generally,  and,  with  ttie  confent  of  the  he- 
ritors, laid  out  a  part  of  their  capital  in  porchafing  grain  to 
fiipply  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  parifli,  who  were  in 
ihofe  years  reduced  to  great  want. 

Population. ^^-Hiht  population  in  1755  was  990. 
The  number  of  fouls  under  10  years  of  age 
in  the  parifhj  arcj  -  -  133 

From  10  to  20  -  132 
20(040  -  210 
40  to  60  -  105 
60  to  70  -  74 
70  to  80  -  5  . 
80  to  90     r         4 

Total,         663 
Of  thefe  there  are  310  males  and  353  females. 
The  ntimbcr  of  marrriages  and  baptifms  for  14  years  from 
1780;  are  ns  follows 

X730  81  Z%  83  84  85  86  87  88  89  90  91  91  93  Tot. 
Marriages  1^492554441^636     61 

Baptifma*  12  19    6  l%  10  14  1%    7  ix  13    6    9  13    6    150 

The  rcgifter  of  marriages  is  very  exaA,  and  there  are  none 
irregular ;  (b  that  the  average  may  be  dated  at  4  ^  per  annum. 
The  regiftcr  of  baptifms  is  very  inaccurate,  and  probably  not 
one  half  of  them  entered,  fo  that  no  concliifion  can  be  drawn 
from  it.  There  is  no  rcord  whatever  of  deaths.  Of  artifi- 
cers there  are  in  the  panfh,  2  mafons,  9  joiners,  Wrights, 
coopers,  and  turners,  two  of  whom  make  a  variety  of  mufi- 
cal  inftruifients  without  any  education  for  that  purpofe  \  6 
weaversj  3  black-fmithsi  10  taylorsi  6  Qpuntry  merchants,  4 
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millers,  and  2  dyers ;  but  they  all  have  fmall  poffei&oB  eC 
hnd  to  fupport  them  as  well  as  their  trade. 

The  paiifli-regiiler  goes  no  farther  back  than  I7i7»  and  la 
fo  very  irregular^  that  it  is  impoflible  from  it  U>  procure  any 
data  for  afcertaining  the  ancient  population  oi  the  parifli)  not 
even  %t  the  time  of  the  return  to  Dr  Webfter.  But  that  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  parifh  has  decreafed  very  great* 
ly,  within  a  few  years,  is  not  tot  be  doubtpd  \  and  the  pfiOi:i- 
pal  caufe  feenns  to  ^c  the  great  encouragement  gircn  at  A- 
berdcen  by  the  manufaQui'es  to  lafaouripg  pec^le*  This  pa-< 
liih  was,  however,  in  aU  probability,  much  more  populous 
IOC  years  ago,  than  at  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  report  \  and 
the  reafbn  of  the  decceafe  feems  to  be,  that  by  the  wearing 
out  of  the  mofTes,  fuel  has  become  fc^rccc  than  iit  was  at 
that  time ;  a  reafon  which  will  ftill  tend  to  dbninifli  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  till  a  more  ifioproved  ftate  of  the 
country  enable  the  people  to  fupport  the  expciuee  of  ooal« 

There  are  no  prevalent  dtfeafes  in  this  pariih,  ei^tepttng 
the  hooping  cough,  meailes,  and  fmall  pox,  none  of  which 
are  fatal ;  the  danger  of  the  laft  is  much  abated  by  inocula- 
tion, which  is  becoming  very  general.  There  are  fevcral 
mineral  fprings  in  the  parifh,  and  though  their  waters  ai« 
not  ftrong ;  fome  of  them  have  been  attended  with  advan* 
Uges*  • 

CharaSiT.'^lxi  their  general  chaT9£ler,  the  people  are  well 
entitled  to  commendation,  for  an  obliging  hoi^itable  difpo- 
fition,  for  their  religious  condu6i,  and  regular  attendance  of 
divine  worfiiip,  and  for  having  laid  afide  that  quarrelfomt 
temper  which  once  prevailed^  without  adopting  in  iu  ftead 
the  fpirit  of  litigioufnefs  that  has  fucceeded  it  in  many  places  i 
but  candouc  muft  acknowledge,  though  they  pofiefs  in  gene«* 
ml  a  laudable  oecconomy,  they  have  not  yet  fully  acquired 
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thofe  habits  of  labour  and  iaduflry,  that  have  bettered  thi 
condition  of  the  lower  chflcs  of  people,  in  other  parts  of 
Scotland ;  an  acquiGtion  which  niuft  always  and  every  where 
be  gradual  in  its  beginnings,  ^tid  which  it  is  hoped,  a  few 
years  will  haften  on  in  this  country. 

That  predileftion  and  prejudice  in  favour  of  ancient  modes 
of  hufbandry,  which  has  ftill  fome  ftrong  roots  in  this  corner, 
is  not  fo  blam^able,  as  it  has  been  fo  vety  general^  and  exert- 
ed itfelf  fo  vigoroufly  in  every  country,  in  the  commenccihcnt 
of  improvements ;  but  wheil  fair  means  are  taken  to  opexi 
the  eyes  of  the  people,  by  examples  and  indifputaUc  eiperi- 
Aients,  pcifcvcring  in  ihem  is  not  fo  excufeablc ;  and  fome 
degree  6i  this  eenfure  muft  be  applied  to  our  farmers,  in  per- 
fifting  in  their  old  practices,  when  they  fee  lo  or  \l  bolls  of 
grain  taifed  by  good  hulbandry,  where  they  could  only  raife 
3  or  4,  and  excellent  crops  of  turnips  and  artificial  grafies, 
where  they  denied  the  poflibility  of  producing  them.  This 
eenfure^  however,  is  miich  left  merited  than  it  was,  fome 
years  ago ;  and  the  operations  of  a  few  years  more  may 
change  it  into  applaufe. 

Thii  account  bannot  be  cdnctuded  better,  than  by  it  pape^,  (budd  in  the 
charter  chcft  of  Mr  Fkfi^uhaxfon  of  Haoghton,  of  a  court  of  the  barony  of 
Alford,  during  tne  Ufurpation  of  the  Convention  Parliament  oi  Scotland.-^ 
The  tranfadion  which  it  records,  lhew«,  that  the  means  which  they  or  their 
adherents  (for  the  then  proprietor  of  the  barony  was  a  mod  tealous  cove- 
itanter)  employed,  to  fupply  their  treafbry,  maintain  their  forces,  and  Sup- 
port their  power,  were  not  very  diilimalar  to  thofe  that  have  been  fo  recentr 
ly  and  tyrannically  put  in  pradtice  in  a  nughboaring  Kingdom ;  for  whea 
the  low  ftate  of  agriculttiie,  the,  gencial  poverty  of  the  country,  and  the  fleu- 
dlr  means  of  the  commonalty,  at  that  time,  are  contraXled,  with  tlie  heavl- 
rtefs  of  the  taxation  impofed,  and  the  (cverity  of  the  regulattonf  for  enfor- 
cing payment,  it  is  WeU  entitled  to  be  compared  to  a  forced  loan. 

It  fumilbes  a  firopg  proof,  that  in  this,  as  in  every  other  country,  arbitrary 
ezadions  have  followed  hard,  after  the  fall  of  equitable  government ;  and  it 
is  a  nriking  example  of  the  burdens  and  opprcHions,  which,  when  lawful 
AvthoHty  is  evcrtumed,  muH  be  born,  not  only  by  the  rich  and  the  greati 
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Wi  by  ehe  httinUe  and  the  poor,  by  the  fricndd,  as  well  as  the  eBemlef  «f  ^ofQ 
who  fubvert  the  order,  the  peace,  and  the  juflice  of  (bcietf . 

This  paper  demands  attentioo,  alfo,  as  afibrding  fome  proof  of  the  an*. 
elcnt  popalacion  of  this  diftri(5t  All  the  perfons  taxed  held  poilcfiioiis  from 
tie  laird,  and  were  heads  of  families,  with  cottars,  graffmen,  fab-tcmntsi. 
and  fenr>Dts  under  them,  from  whom  they  were  to  receive  fome  relief  of  the 
burdeo  of  the  tax. 

The  number  taxed  by  name  is  ,  «  6 1 

And  for  the  Kirkton  of  Alford  there  may  be  allowed  3 

Total  qf  families  renting  bind  64 

The  number  of  thofe  who  hold  of  ^he  p  oprietor  ^t  prcfcnt  it  43 


,  Decreafe      -24 

This  decreafe  is  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  families;  and,  if  we  fup«' 

pofe  the  numbers  of  fenrants  Suc^  and  fub- tenants,  was  in  proportion  at  that; 

time  to  the  number  of  teoantf,  the  total  decreafe  of  the  number  of  foilt  muft 

be  very  great. 
It  is  proper  to  obferre,  that  this  ^ftate  wai  formerly  much  better  provided 

with  mof«  than  asy  other  in  the  parilh,  or  the  country  in  general,  which 

may  have  occa^oncd  a  more  than  ordin^ary  npmb^-  of  inhabitants. 

The  Court  of  the  ^dis  and  barrouie  of  Petfluge,  Meikle  Endovie,  Band*  \ 
ley,  Badivin,  and  Others  pertinentts,  with  Aidgethen,^  Walhoufe, 
Midmill,  Kir^touoe  of  Alfii^rd,  and  thir  pcrtinetts,  be  the  richt 
'honourable  Jon  Forbes  of  I^cfly,  heritorr  thereof,  halden  at  Petflog^ 
the  Cent  day  of  Agu0,  laivi  and  fourtie  and  aught  years.  Tbomar 
Davi^fine  ^Ttloncr,  of  Aigcthen,  bailzie;  Williamc .  Reii^  clatke  of 
court ;  Gnrge  Ttutb  in  Dykeheid,  ofiiciar ;  Bemffitr  the  futtis,  cal* 
let  member!  preot,  the  court  fenfit  in  forme  and  maneir  as  efieirs. 

The  faid  day  compeirit  George  Touch,  in  Dykeheid,  and  hes  givren  hit 
aith  to  be  honed  and  trew  in  ye  office  officiarie,  in  ye  ground  and  baronie  of 
Pitfluge,  ay  and  tyll  he  be  dlfchaigit. 

The  faid  day  compeirit  Alexander  Wat,  being  perfewtt  for  to  fcheir  in 
harveft  to  Williame  puterfone,  in  Bandley ;  and  being  accufit,  hes  givven 
his  aith  to  be  free  of  the  faid  perfute  ;  and  theirfoir,  the  faid  Alexander  Wat 
Doft  pay  his  teynd  of  heir  and  aitts :  fine  the  faid  Alexander,  his  wyf  is  o* 
bleigt  to  fcheir  in  harvcft  to  Williame  Pater fone  in  Bandley. 

The  faid  day,  James  Ingrahame  in  Mikill  Endovie,  is  decerenit  and  or- 
denln  be  ye  bailze,  to  go  hamc  to  Jod  Cooper^  sod  mike  his  aduell  refi- 
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ietitt  to  hU  iMilbflg  nd  ghmod,  and  ro^n^  far  tiM  finne  m  be  lict  pr»* 
mciflcbct,  and  fie  \ykt  to  pay  to  Janet  Winter,  fike  dewetiet  and  ftrm  as  he 
iiei  proDiiCt  to  him  for  thi*  yeir,  accocdhi|r  m  they  ar  a^reeit ;  or  dft  to  pey 
the  fcOie  aa  the^baike  deeama. 

Tba  faid  day  it  it  daccmit  to  pey  he  Joo  Smyth  to  Cleymyr,  j  doU vb  for 
lerte  and  traofpoit  nooeyii  to  ye  forces,  hetwlit  this  and  the  day  aoght  dayet» 


Mr  William  Zong,  io  Cleymyr, 

Mr  Patrike  Inaea,  in  Petflug, 

Mr  Alexander  Smyth,  in  Shathheid, 

Mr  George  Teach,  in  Dykchcid,        • 

Mr  Andrew  Smyth,  in  Benttt, 

Job  Bainet,  in  Benttii 

Job  Mitchell,  yr, 

Jamea  Chahner,  in  Mikill  Endovie, 

Dnncan  Mitchell,  in  Bandley, 

Alexander  Ritchie,  in  Bandley, 

Tomas  Mofthant,  eordltter, 

William  Jamefone,  webfter, 

Jamei  Ingrahatee,  taiUeor, 

Joo  Mtkie,  fianyth  in  Mekill  Endotie, 

James  Edie,  mlUiart, 

Rohert  Gib,  in  Petflug. 

Mr  AkBandet  Calder,  in  Famtpwne. 

Mr  Jamea  Mar,  yr,  , 

Mr  Jamei  Mamoch,  in  Elriche^ 

Mr  Jon  Winter,  yr, 

Walter  Rdbertfone,  in  deyinyr, 

Toalas  GalloWay,  Mikill  Endovie, 

WiUtatB  Forbei,  in  Madll  £ndo^e» 

EUTpit  WIMbn,  yr, 

Adam  Burnet,  yr, 

Elflpit  Coupland,  m  Bandley, 

Alexander  Wat,  in  Bandley, 

Jon  Mitchell,  in  Badiyin,        .  . 

JametBanie,  in  Badivin, 

William  Wyr,  in. SmtddiehUL 

Alexander  Mitchell,  yr, .  •       ' 

Jon  Mikie,  in  Greyllane, 

}ameB  Edwart,  in  Ai^^gcthen, 

Wniiam  Edwart,  yr, 

Alexander  TuiU,       .        •  * 


twa  doUert  and  ane  half. 

one  doller. 

4dolki$. 

x  doller  and  ane  half. 

foartie  {hilling. 

•  doUers, 

x  doller. 

ten  mki. 

jdoUetn 

tenmka. 

x  doller* 

X  doller. 

XdoUer. 

X  mk,  peyit 

I  doUer,  peyit. 

X  doller. 

xdoQir. 

40  ft. 

X  doller. 

X  doller.  . 

t  doUer.  ; 

XdoUer. 

fjTft  mki* 

half  doner. 

half  doller. 

xmk. 

fourtie  fcfaiHings,  peyit; 

X  doller. 

X  doller. 

1  doller. 

X  merk. 

40  fchilling,  peyit. 

a  dolleri. 

I  doller. 

half  doller. 

George 


Ceorg  Marnoch,  in  Mikill  Endovie,        .         40  fchiUtnges. 

William  Gillcfpie,  in  Elrike.  .        .  flo  fchillinget. 

WxUiam  Ritchie,  in  Ban  iky,        •        •    •        40  fchiUingei. 

Joo  Anderfone,  yeir,  .  •  x  merk. 

AndrjBW  Barrie,  BadiviOy        •        •  ao  fchilling. 

Alexander  CrifliCone,  yr,  •  -  •         x  mk. 

James  Martin,  in  Aidgethcn,  •  4  libi. 

James  Mortimer,  yr,  .  .  X  mk« 

Jamei  Cooper,  ye  zounger,        .  .  i  mk. 

JoQ  Pailzeor,  in  Alfoird,  ,  •        i  mk. 

William  Perrie,  in  Walhoui,       •  20  ichiUing.^ 

Jane  Scot,  Miktll  Endovie,  and  his  narifh  ao  fchilUng ;  Ifobell    Mill,  in 

Elrike,  10  fchiUings;  itirftane  Coutts  in  Bandley,  lo  fchillings ;  Margret 

Glcny  yr,  xo  fchiUings ;  Kbbell  Leang  in  Badivin,  10  fchiUings ;  Margret 

Edwart,  in  Aidgethen,  10  fchiUings;  Kirllane  Couper  in  Aidgethen,  10 

fchiUings. 

Thd  tM  day  it  is  ftatut  and  ))rdemt,  be  ye  baike,  to  pey  and'delyver  peyit 
to  James  Wince  in  MikUl  Endovie,  5  mks,  40  pence. 

lism.  Elfpet  Storach  in  Bandley,  .  •  5  mks,  and  40  pence. 

iitav.  the  Le»rd  himiclf  for  the  maniia,  •        5  ndn,  and  40  pence. 

Item,  Patrick  Mortimer  in  Greyftane,  .      ;  5  mks,  and  40  pence. 

James  Cooper  in  Aidgethen,  .        •  5  mks  and  40  pence. 

Ittm.  WiUiam  Forbes  ill  MiddlehUli        •  5  mks,  and  40  pence. 

Jttm.  John  Couphnd  in  Bandley,  .  5  mks,  40  pence,  peyit. 

The  faid  day  it  is  ordainit  and  decemit,  be  ye  bailze,  that  all  the  foiiaid 
perfons  that  peyis  nocht  the  forfaid  moneyis  above  written,  betwiz  this  ani 
the  day  aoght  dayis,  ial  be  poyadit  for  the  dowbilL 
Item,  the  Kirktoune  of  AUuird,  the  halll  of  it,  5  merks,  40  pence,  peyit. 

The  laid  day  it  is  flatut  and  ordainit,  be  ye  laird  and  bailze,  tlut  the  maf- 
teris  of  the  cotters,  girfmen,  and  others,  fervents  that  dwells  with  them,  U\ 
be  obleight  for  ycir  fervents;  and  gif  the  pey  nocht  their  maidens,  they  fal 
be  pyndic  for  the  dowbiU,  betwix  thi«  and  ye  days  aught  dayes,  of  ye  levie 
and  tranfport  mdbeyit,  and  the  poyodis  to  be  delyVerit  to  ye  maifbics,  and 
never  to  be  relicvyit  agane. 

The  faid  it  is  ftatut  and  ordainit,  that  the  forfaid*aA  fal  be  extcndit  to  ye 
Over  and  Nefhcr  Hach»  to  ye  tcnncntts,  fub-tenents  and  occupiers  thereof,  and 
the  ezrcution  to  paCi  aganis  yame  ibr  therr.  publick  dewis,  and  levie  money, 
and  tranfport  moneyis,  monthly  manteneace,  putting  out  of  fit  and  hoiie, 
conform  to  ye  compt  of  debarfementt  to  be  cqaaUe  dcvydid  amang  yame,  at 
ye  reft  of  ye  ground  hes  done. 

Continuis  this  court  to  feventie  four  hours  warning. 
Ct/Kelmui  Jteid^  noUrint  publiau  ac  ttfiii  imp^emjjlii,  rtgattu  et  rtqwifitits. 

.    Davidsone,  BtimU. 

Vot.  XV.  3  CL  NUMBER 
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NUMBER   XXIII. 


PARISH  OF   KILBARCHAN, 


^    (County  of  Renfrew,  Presbytery  of  Paisley,  Synod 
OF  Glasgow  and  Ayr.) 


By  the  Rev.  Patrick  Maxwell,  Minister. 


Name. 


HE  name  Kilbarchan^  feems  to  I^avc  orginated  from  the 
perfon  who  firft  founded  a  place  of  worQiip  here: 

Some,  however,  think  the  name  compounded  of  three 
Gaehc  words  \  viz.  Kil^  (jgnifying  chapel^  bar  or  brae^  a  hiU^ 
cknn  a  vaUey  or  plain.  According  to  this  derivation,  KUbarch^ 
atty  means  the  chapel  of  the  hill-bounded  vale. 

This  lad  derivation  is  cxaftly  defcriptivc  of  the  local  pofi- 
tion  of  the  village,  in  which  the  church  is  (ituated.  It  is  builC 
upon  a  declivity,  which  terminates  in  a  plain  towards  tii« 
South,  through  which  runs  a  clear  rivulet,  of  the  fame  name. 
It  is  furrounded  on  three  fides,  with  hilly  grounds,  havin;; 
the  Banks  Brae  to  the  South- weft,  the  lands  of  Law  to  the 

North 
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North-weft,  and  the  Bar  Brae  to  the  Eaft,  all  moft  beautifal- 
I7  adorned  with  thriving  plantatbns  oiF  trees. 

Extent^  Boundaries^  Rivers. — ^Thc  parish  of  Kilbarchan  is 
betwixt  a  and  9  miles  in  length,  from  Weft  to  Eaft.  Its 
greateft  breadth  is  5  miles,  two  where  narroweft  •,  and  its 
average  breadth  about  3  miles.  Its  whole  furface  may  a- 
mount  to  about  24  fquare  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  South 
and  Eaft  by  the  water  of  Black  Cart,  which  runs  from  the 
lakes  of  Klilburnie  and  Lochwinnock,  bn  the  Weft  ;  on  the 
North  by  Cryfe  watery  which  takes  its  rife  in  Duchal  muir^ 
in  the  adjoining  pari(h  of  Kilmacolm  \  thefe  two  ftreams 
form  a  junction  at  the  North^eaft  corner  of  the  pariOi  f. 

3  Qjz  Climate^ 

f  There  it  alTo  a  confidenble  rivulet,  named  l^ocher,  which  hai  iu  fource 
m  I.iOchwinDock  muir,  and  divides  the  pariihet  of  Lockwinnock  and  Kihna- 
colm,  before  it  enters  this  pariih.  It  then  runs  nearly  the  whole  length  of 
the  pafilh,  parallel  to  the  two  ftreams  above  mentioned ;  forming*  in  iu  pro- 
greft,  feveral  beautiful  cafcades,  of  which  to  convey  a  proper  idea,  would 
require  the  pencil. 

The  whole  £aU  of  the  Black  Cart  is  occupied  with  cotton  mills,  four  of 
which  are  fituated  in  the  Abbey  parifli  of  Pailley,  on  the  fouthem  bank  of 
the  river,  and  one  on  the  Northern  bauk,  to  be  afterwards  defcribed. 

From  the  Gryfe  on  the  North,  this  county  derived  its  moA  ancient  name 
•iStraibgrjff,  The  tide  makes  about -a  mile  up  both  Gryfe  and  Cart,  and  they 
ate  navigable  to  that  extant  from  their  point  of  jundton.  But  from  the  cot- 
ton mills  ereded  on  Cart,  it  is  afceruined  that  the  elevation  of  Kilbumic 
loch,  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  does  not  exceed  84  feet.  This  locK  runs  in- 
dtHerently,  either  Haftward  or  Weftward,  and  might  eaiily  be  conveyed  £aft- 
ward  by  a  canal  to  Paiily  and  Glafgow,  oc  Weft  ward  to  the  ocean. 

Gryfe,  Cart,,apdI.ocher  aboniKi  with  falmon,  pyke,  traut>  parr.  The 
fahnoQ  are  caught  in  June  and  July,  weigh  from  3  to  8  lb.,  and  bring  about 
3d.  pet  lb.    The  other  fi(h  are  feldom  fold. 

The  whole  parjlh  is  abundantly  fupplied  with  fprings  and  rivulets  of  very 
fwrc  water,  which  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  bleachers  fettled^  here,  in 
vhitcoing  their  cloth.    Ih  the  low. part  of  ;he  pariih,  .^hex(^  c)ie  foil  is  deep 
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Climatic  Surface^  Soil. — ^Thc  dimatc  is  very  wet,  but  is  not 
cft^ecmcd  unhe  Othy, 

The  eaftern  divifion  of  the  parifh  is  a  flat,  level  countr  j* 
the  weftem  is  hilly  and  in  part  rocky.  About  one  third  of 
the  Eaft  and  North-eaft>  confifts  of  a  very  deep  clay. 

Of  this  eaftern  divifion,  500  acres  are  occupied  by  a  mols 
from  7  to  9  feet  in  depth  \  the  common  property  of  Lord 
Semplei  Mr  Spiers  of  Elderfli^  Mr  Cunningham  of  Craig- 
ends,  and  Mr  Napier  of  Blackftone.  About  an  acre  of  this 
mofs  is  annually  taken  off  in  peats,  by  tlie  neighbouring  in« 
habitants.  The  foil  beldw  is  a  deep  white  day,  where  hat 
formerly  been  a  foreft.  The  oak  is  perfe^Uy  fre(h ;  the  o- 
ther  kinds  of  timber  are  rotten.  The  ftumps  in  general  are 
{landing  in  their  original  pofltion.  The  trees  are  all  broken 
over  at  about  the  height  of  3  feet,  and  are  lying  from  South- 
weft  to  North-eaft.  So  wherever  you  fee  a  ftump,  you  are 
fare  to  find  a  tree  to  the  North-eaft.  How  an  oak  tree  could 
break  over  at  that  particular  place,  I  never  couid  underftand. 
But  we  may  be  allowed  to  form  a  conje&ure,  that  before  the 
tree  felly  the  mofs  had  advanced  along  its  ftem,  and  rotted 
it  there.  Wood,  immerfed  in  a  wet  bodjr,  is  found  to  decay 
firft  at  the  ring  between  the  M'Ct  and  the  dry. 

The  theory  of  mofles  is  now  illuftrated  in  a  fatisfaAory 
manner.  They  have  all  been  woods  at  a  former  period. 
Thefe  being  cut,  or  falling  down,  hindered  the  water  from 
getting  ofF  the  ground  where  they  lay.  This  encouraged  the 
mofs  plants  to  grow  over  them.  Thefe  plants,  while  rotting 
belowi  continue  to  grow  above.  Hence  a  mofs  continually 
increafes  in  depth.   The  pofition  of  the  trees  m  moft  mofles, 

from 

day,  the  fprings  are  lefs  frequent ;  and  the  rivulets  be^me  muddy  in  their 
progrcfs.  But  the  inhabitants  have  adopted  the  method  of  purifying  their 
water,  by  filtering  ftones,  which  recdcNit  as  coofl  as' any  io  the  world.' 
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finom  South-weft,  to  North-eaft,  inftead  of  being  an  objec« 
tion,  confirms  this  hypothefis  j  for  all  our  trees  are  bent  in 
this  direflion,  by  the  preyailtng  current  of  our  winds.  A 
tree,  whether  cut  down  or  decaying^  naturally  falls  in  the 
dire£kion  to  which  it  leaned  while  growing.  The  Romans 
produced  many  mofles  by  cutting  down  the  woods,  to  whibh 
OUT  anceftors  fled  for  (belter.  Others  have  doubtlefs  been 
produced  from  wooda  allowed  to  fall  through  decay. 

From  what  has  been  obferved  of  the  quick  growth  of  mofs, 
it  (hould  feem  that  this  one  is  not  very  ancient.  What  con- 
firms this  opinion  is,  that  many  places  round  this,  and  other 
mofics  in  thib  country,  ftill  retain  the  name  of  wood.  As 
Fulwood,  Linwood,  fiirchenhead,  Woodhead,  Woodfide, 
Oak-Shaw-head,  fjkaw  is  wood)  Walkinfliaw,  &c. 

Advancing  weftward  from  this  flat  and  level  part  of  the 
parilh,  where  the  foil  is  of  a  deep  ftiflf  clay,  the  furface  be- 
comes diverfified  with  gentle  rifings*  The  foil  here  confifts 
of  a  more  friable  and  loamy  clay,  intermixed  with  (tones. 
Two  thirds  of  the  pan(h  weftward  is  of  a  light  and  (hallow 
foil,  comppfed  of  the  mouldered  particles  of  whin  rocks,  on 
which  it  refts.  This  foil,  where  of  fu(ficient  depth,  is  ex- 
tremely fertile.  As  you  advance  weftward,  the  ground  be- 
comes more  and  more  rocky,  with  patches  of  the  fame  light 
fhallow  foil,  interpofed  between  the  rocks.  Among  the  rocks 
are  feveral  fwamps,  which  proper  draining  would  reduce  to  an 
excellent  foil.  In  thefe  higher  parts,  there  is  very  little  heath, 
and,  with  a  little  lime,  thefe  (hallow  foils  produce  gra(s  and 
com  of  aci  excellent  quality. 

The  rocks  here  are  wbpUy  compofed  of  whin.  Many  of 
them  have  a  bafaltic  appearance.  The  north  (ide  of  the  Bar- 
hill  is  a  bafaltic  perpendicular  rock ;  though  not  very  regular 
in  its  formation*    All  the  low  part  of  the  parifh  abounds  in 

excellent 
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excellent  freeftone,  and  the  north-weft  with  Ofmond  ftone, 
in  great  requeft  for  ovens  •. 


*  Mr  Napier  of  Blackflone  has  planted  about  ij  acret  of  mofs  best,  that 
is,  the  {luff  left  after  the  peat  is  taken  ofT,  with  trees  of  all  kiads.  They  have 
been  planted  about  r;  yean,  and  are  in  a  thriving  condition,  although  grow- 
ing vpon  4  feet,  of  molt. 

In  the  year  1767,  James  MiUiken  of  MilUkea*  Efq;  planted  a  namber  of 
fir,  with  a  mixture  of  other  trees,  on  the  Bar- brae,  among  tremendous  and 
precipitous  rocks,  which  he  had  enclofcd  for  that  purpofe.  He  made  a  fine 
foot-paiTage  from  his  houfe,  around  the  bottom  of  the  rocks,  among  the  brok- 
en fragments  of  bafalcs,  tormerly  impafiable.  tt  is  amazing  to  fee  the  pro. 
grefs  the  different  kinds  of  fir  have  made  among  thcfe  rugged  rocks.  How* 
ever,  1  ^d  the  pines  anfwer  bed  on  a  rocky  foil,  as  their  fibres  find  crevices 
in  which  they  fecurely  fix  themlelvesi  and  often  form  a  kind  of  net-work  a- 
round  the  ftones.  Here  they  are  better  fecured  againft  the  violence  of  the 
winds,  and  fuffer  kfs  from  the  fummer's  drought,  than  when  they  arc  plant- 
ed in  a  light  gravelly  foil.  In  this  laft  fitdation,  their  horisootal  fibres  can 
iiavc  but  little  hold  of  the  earth,  an^heir  .perpendicular  roots  are  i^  (mil 
that  they  are  eafily  ihaken  with  the  wind.  If  they  be  planted  where  there 
is  a  day  bottom,  the  damp  of  it  chills  them.  Upon  this  cftate  of  Miilikcn, 
there  are  about  80  acres  of  thriving  planting. 

At  Craigends,  the  property  of  Mr  Cunningham,  diere  are  30  acres  of 
plaotiog,  in  which  are  found  fome  very  ftately  old  aQi,  elm,  and  plane  tree% 
Cuperior  to  any  in  the  parilh.  One  aih,  in  particular,  dcferves  attention.  Ic 
meafures  5  feet  in  diameter  at  18  inches  above  the  ground.  The  trunk,  which 
k  perfedly  ilraight,  tifes  45  feet  without  a  branch,  and  its  top  is  in  propor* 
lion  to  the  whole 

Dr  Cokjuhoun  perchafed  in  1781,  upon  the  higher  grooods,  north  weft  of 
the  p3ri(h,  369  acres,  00  which  there  wa&  then  no  planting.  In  1789  and 
1790,  he  pUnted  about  1 6  acres  with  all  kinds  of  trees,  in  large  dumps.  He 
thought  thib  fufiicient  for  an  experiment ;  but  as  the  plantations  are  thriviog 
beyond  Lis  moil  fanguine  cxpedation,  ht  does  not  mean  to  flop. 

This  icafon,  1794,  Mr  M^I>owat  bf  Walkingflu wit dnij^oyed planting 
trees'of  every  kind  on  fomc  rocky  fpots  on  the  north-weft  of  the  pafUb.  lo* 
deed  it  Were  to  be  wifhed  the  feveral  proprietors  would  plant  off  all  the  rocky 
ipots  in  the  high  and  weflern  parts  of  the  parifh.  The  experiments  already 
made,  (hew  that  the  planting;  would  thrive.  The  inteitecdiate  fpots,  which 
admit  the  plough,  Ihould  be  kept  as  much  in  pafture  as  poUible  ;  for  the  foil 
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Atttiqmties, — AKottt  2  miles  weft* of; the  viUagCy  on  aa' 
elevated  plaini  is  fituated  a  huge  ftone,  called  Clocho- 
drick.  This  name  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  corruption  of  the 
words  dicb  0  Druidff  the  ftone  of  the  Druids*  It  confifts  of 
the  £une  fpecies  of  whinftone  of  which  the  neighbouring 
hills  are  compofed.  This  ftone  is  about  22  feet  long,  17 
feet  broad,  and  12  feet  high*  It  is  of  a  rude  oval  figure, 
extending  Eaft  and  Weft ;  but  feveral  fragments  have  beea 
broken  off,  either  from  deGgHf  or  by  the  injuries  of  the  wea* 
ther.  It  feems  to  reft  in  a  narrow  bafe  below,  and  p^rhtpsy 
like  other  druidical  ftones,  was  capable  of  being  moved ;  but 
the  lower  part  is .  now  filled  up  with  ftones  gathered  from 
the  land,  over  which,  the  grafs  is  growing.  From  the  weft- 
ern  fide,  there  is  a  gradual  afcent  to  the  eaft,  which  is  the 
higheft  parr*  At  ibme  diftance  round,  are  feen  a  few  large 
grey  ftones  ^  but  whether  they  once  made  a  part  of  a  h^ 
cred  inclofure,  or  are  merely  accidental,  cannot  now  be  af- 
certained,  as  the  land  where  they  ly  is  in  tillage  ;  and  it  i$ 
probable,  the  moft  moveable  of  them  have  been  carried  off. 
A  fmall  rivulet  runs  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  ftone.  There 
/  aie  no  remains  of  a  facred  grove,  except  a  folitary  tree. 
It  appears,  that  this  ftone  has  been  hewn  from  an  elevated 
rock,  a  little  to  the  Eaft,  on  which  ftands  a  farm  houfc,  call* 
cd    alfo,  Clochodrick  ;    but,   by    what  mechanifin  it  was 

brought 

bein^  very  light,  too  much  ploughiDg  makea  It  hove.  Were  it  once  well 
fwarJed,  It  were  hectcr  to  lop-drefa  the  grafs,  aod  keep  it  in  pafture  as  loDg 
as  it  remains  good. 

In  the  fouthern  part  of  the  pariih«  the  property  of  Mr  M<Dowal  of  Garth* 
land,  there  are  40  acres  of  wood  without,  and  13  acres  within  this  policy. 
Dut  as  this  gentleman's  extenfive  plantations  aie  partly  in  the  pariih  of  Loch* 
>«innoch,  and  partly  in  this  pariHi,  an  account  of  them  was  given  along  with 
the  particulars  relative  to  Lochwinnoch,  wherein  his  houfe  is  fituated. 

There  are  feveral  beautiful  and  thiiving  plantations,  to  the  Wed  and 
North  Weft  of  the  village,  belonging  to  the  Mcflrs  Barboius,  and  to  Mr 
Spiert ,  wixich  we  bad  occailoa  to  mentioD  already. 
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brought  to  iu  prefent  fituadooi  eiceeds  our  powers  td  deter- 
mine* 

All  rude  nations  feem  to  have  made  afe  of  iomt  external 
obje£t;$,  as  incentives  to  their  demotion.  This  practice  was 
not  peculiar  to  any  (t(k  of  religion,  but  to  a  particular  pe- 
riod of  eivilizatioa  and  manners.  A  huge  ftone,  detached 
from  all  others,  was  a  confpicuous  obje£k,  round  ^siiich  die 
people  could  aflemble ;  and  where  they  could  fee  what  was 
going  on,  while  the  priefts  ofieied  (acrifice,  or  performed 
their  facred  rites. 

They  were  careful,  alfo,  h>  choofe  fuch  fituationsas  might 
either  deprefs  the  mind  with  gloom  and  melancholy,  or  ele- 
vate by  the  magnificent  fcenery  of  nature.  For  this  laft 
purpofe,  the  ftone  we  fpeak  of  is  well  fituated ;  for  it  com- 
mands a  moft  magnificent  profpeA,  eaftward  of  the  vale  of 
Clyde,  below,  and  weftward  of  the  lakes  of  Lochwinnoch 
and  Kilburnie ;  while  the  bare  rocks  behind  add  to  the  gran- 

,  dcur  of  the  fcenc.* 

MineSf 

*  North  from  Clochodrick,  on  the  other  flde  of  the  hUU,  ftands  an  old 
narrow  caftle,  anciently  the  refidence  of  the  Knozet.  About  no  jards  South 
£aft  of  this  cafUe,  on  an  elevated  rock,  which  overtops  the  ca<UB>  ia  a  green 
hill,  all  of  forced  earth.  It  is  now  named  CafU-biU.  The  aficent  from  the 
South  and  Eaft,  is  gradual;  from  the  North  and  Weft,  it  is  fieep  and  diffi- 
cult. This  earthen  hill  is  of  a  quadrangular  form ;  the  fides  facing  the  four 
cardinal  points.  A  trench,  dug  out  of  the  folid  rock,  furrounds  its  kale,  on 
the  £aft  and  part  of  the  North  and  South  fides.  The  WeCL  fide,  fnwtiog  the 
old  caftle,  refts  on  the  edge  of  the  fteep  rock.  £ach  fide  of  this  hill  or  mound, 
is  about  30  yards  at  the  bottom,  aad  19  at  the  top.  It  is  7  yards  in  height. 
The  top,  though  in  fome  parts  defaced,  feems  to  be  a  hollow  fquare,  with  a 
parapet  all  round  it.  There  has  been  an  entrance  into  it  on  the  Eaftern 
fide. 

From  this  mount  are  feen  five  other  artificial  mounds,  three  in  Houfioa 
and  Killallan,  and  two  in  Kilmacolm,  called  Laws  ;  owing,  it  is  thought  by 
the  people  here,  to  their  havmg  been  places  where  juftice  was  adminiftered. 

But  mod  of  diefe  Laws  are  of  a  conical  figure ;  and  though,  in  feudal 
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Mmsj  Coal^  Umsfione. — There  aee  feven  diferent  coal 
mines  in  the  parift,  all  the  property  of  the  MiUiken  famUy, 
except  one,  the  property  of  Mr  Cunnhfigham  of  Cr^igendf. 
Lime*ftone  is  found  conne£led  with  the  coal  at  each  of  theftp 
mbies.  Only  4  of  them  an:  at  prefent  wvjogbr,  and  at  3  of 
themi  no  coal  is  fold  bat  the  ifxKnt,  the  reft  being  confumed 
in  bvmtng  the  lime.  But  the  fourth  produces  mone  coal  than 
is  coofumed  upon  the  lime.     The  overphis  is  fold  \  but  is 

Vol.  XV.  3R  not 

time*,  they  might  have  been  ufed  as  pbcef  of  rendezvous,  where  chiefs  and 
▼afTals  might  iiettle  their  difputes,  yet  they  appear  to  have  Been  origioally 
borrows,  or  moimments  ercded  over  The  bodies  of  wattiors. 

I  aiki  ifKlided  to  think  this  mdund  has  been  a  fort,  or  btit-poft  6f  the  Ro*> 
oians,  whco  flationei  at  Paiiky,  and  intended  to  keep  fhc  inhabitams  of  dif 
mountains  in  check.  It  commands  a  full  view  of  the  Roman  camp  ac  Paiileya 
di^nt  about  6  miles, and  might  communicate  with  it  by  iignali. 

A  little  to  the  £a!l  of  the  cafile,  there  are  the  veftiges  of  an  old  llomi/h 
chapel ;  though  nothing  remains  but  the  foundation,  yet  the  prcicnt  tenant^ 
Robert  DonaUfon,  fays,  his  father  remembered  the  wallt  3  feet  high.  The 
iocr  was  of  city,  which  being  dug,  conuined  human  bones.  The  hxm  it 
called  Priefton ;  and  the  hodfe  remains  the  fame  as  when  the  prieft  lived  in 
it. 

On  die  top  of  Bar-lini,  formerly  mentioned,  in  a  commanding  IT^uatioo, 
ait  the  remains  of  an  <dd  Danifii  (Acampment.  It  conflfts  of  a  Tcmi-cik^culat 
parapet  of  loofe  ftones  towards  the  South,  and  defended,  on  the  North,  by  th| 
perpeodiciilar  baialtic  rocks,  akcady  mentioned.  The  tradition  concerning 
it  among  the  peo|rfe  here,  is,  that  it  was  an  encampment  -of  the  cckbvitcd  Sir 
William  WalUce  :  and  they  fhcw  a  pinnacle  of  rock,  where  they  fay  Wal« 
lace  fat,  while  he  enticed  the  Englilh  forces  into  a  bog  at  the  bottom  ot  the 
rock,  where  they  perifhed.  But  as  our  hiftori^ns  make  no  n>ention  of  dkia» 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  fortification,  from  its  circubt  fottn,  of  Dsniih  oK^ 
gio. 

There  are  two  other  ruinous  callles,  one  to  theAVeft,  anciently  the  feat 
cf  the  Crawfords;  but  now  demc^ifhed  almoft  to  the  foundation.  This  caftlc, 
ivith  the  lands  annexed  to  it,  were  called  Achinamea,  which  in  Gaelic  means 
UtitfiiU «/  butttr-  The  othel*,  #n  the  North-wefi,  on  the  lands  <f  Pennckl,  fk 
faid  to  be  built  by  one  of  the  natne  of  H»ic ;  bttt  he  being  kiUted  sn  tk(  ii^ 
urim,  it  was  never  finiihed.       ^ 
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not  in  great  rcqueft,  as  coal  of  a  much  fupcrior  quality  is 
brought  from  the  ncighboming  pariih  of  Paifley.  This 
coal  is  furnifhed  at  6d.  each  cwt. 

Ecdffiafiical  Statef— The  church  was  buiit,  or  rather  re- 
built, in  1 7141  and  is  very  commodious.  It  is  (ituated  in  the 
village.  There  is  alfo  in  the  Tillage,  a  houfe  of  worflup  for 
perfons  of  the  Relief  perfuafion,  and  another  on  the  hills,- a* 
bout  a  mile  to  the  weft,  belonging  to  the  Seceders. 

The  manfe  formerly  ftood  in  the  village,  and  the  glebe  in 
difierent  parcels  around.  But  in  1752,  the  glebe  and  manfe 
were  excambiated,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr  MiUiken  of  Milliken, 
the  patron,  who  wiflied  to  acquire  the  glebe  for  the  purpofe 
of  feuing  it  for  building.  The  manfe  now  ftands  on  a  beau- 
tifiil  eminence  one-eighth  of  a  mile  fouth  of  the  town,  in  the 
centre  of  the  glebe,  which  is  i6|  acres,  all  enclofed  and  fub- 
divided.  The  ftipend  is  7  chalders  of  meal,  200K  Scotch  in 
money,  with  an  augmentation  obtained  in  i79?,of  35I.  Ster« 
ling*  Computing  the  meal  at  is-  per  peck,  the  ftipend  a- 
mounts  to  141I.  48.  cjd.  communion  elements  included. 
The  patronage  of  the  church  is  vefted  in  the  family  of  Mil- 
liken.  The  church  formerly  belonged  to  the  Abbey  of  Paif«> 
ley. 

Remarlabk  Perfons. — ^JoHN  Knox,  the  celebrated  Scottifli 
reformer,  was  defcended  from  a  very  ancient  family  in  this 
parifti.  His  anceftors  were  originally  proprietors  of  the  lands 
of  Knocks  in  the  parifli  of  Renfrew,  from  whence  the  family 
derived  the  fimame  of  the  Knocks,  or  Knox.  They  aftcr- 
Mrards  obtained  the  lands  of  Craigcnds,  and  of  Ranfurly,  both 
\xi  this  parifti,  and  reCded  long  at  the  old  Caftle  of  Ranfurly 
already  defcribed.  In  proof  of  what  we  here  ailert,  we  refer 
?o  Scmple's  hiftory  of  Renfrcw*fliirc,    This  family  failed  in 

the 
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die  perfoa  of  Mr  Andrew  Knox,  a  dergymtn  of  the  .moderate 
party,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  the  VI.  and  much  efteemed 
b]r  men  of  all  parties.  On  the  reftoration  of  biihops.  King 
James  tranflated  him  to  the  biihoprick  of  the  Ides  1606 ;  and 
in  1622,  to  the.Epifcopal  fee  of  Rapho  in  Ireland.  He  died 
1632.  This  bifhop  had  a  fon,  Thomas  Knox,  who  fucceed- 
ed  his  father  in  the  Epifcopacy  of  the  Ifles,  but  died  foon  af- 
ter his  promotion  *• 

3  R  2  Bridges 

*  The  Semples  of  Bclcrees,  whofe  refidence  was  a|  Thirdpart,  now  the 
property  of  Mr  M'Dowall  of  Garthland,  were  a  very  antient  family  in  this 
parifli,  and  defcendcd  from  the  noble  family  of  Scmple.  From  this  family, 
fcTcnl  remarkable  perfons  have  fprong.  As,  ift,  Sir  James  Semple,  who  waa 
a  great  favourite  of  James  VI.  while  King  of  Scotland,  and  by  him  fent  ani- 
bofllidor  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  There  is  yet  estant,  a  letter,  written  by  King; 
Junes,  dated  Sept.  9th,  1599,  ^^  ^''  J^mes  Semple  of  Belltrees,  while  am- 
Inflador  at  London,  ordering  htm  to  pay  Robert  Fowlis,  from  the  firft  o£ 
his  faUry  as  ambalTador,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  fterling,  for  cerum 
purpofes,  therein  mentioned  There  is  alfo  a  pafljport  for  his  return /rsav  tbt 
Cmt  at  Ritbmondf  the  %zd  •/  February  1599,  figncd  by  "  Thomas  Egcrton, 
George  Hunfday,  William  Knollys,  Thomas  Buckhurfe,  Robert  North,  Ro- 
bcrt  Cecyll,"  the  minifters  of  Elizabeth.  In  the  year  1601 ,  after  he  had  beea 
made  a  Knight  Bachelor,  he  was  Cent  ambaffador  to  France,  and  there  is  ftill 
aunt, a  paflport.or  order,  from  the  Court  at  Riehmond,  tbt  fourth  of  Oa,  z6ox. 
to  have  him  conduced  with  all  due  refpe^ft,  befitting  the  dignity  of  an  am- 
ballador,  through  England  to  Dover,  un  his  way  to  France,  figoed  Ro,  Ce* 
tjfi   Tbefe  papers  are  ftill  in  the  poficfiioo  of  his  defcendants. 

This  gentleman  pofreflcd  a  poetical  taknt,  and  was  author  of  Mr  Patkmatt 
ofidtkt  Prieff  a  Satire  on  the  abfurdities  of  Popery,  the  great  fubje^  which 
then  agitated  the  minds  of  men. 

id,  Robert  Sample,  fon,  and  fucccflbr  of  this  Sir  James*  was  author  of  an 
Hpiuph  and  Ekgy,  on  Habie  Simpfon,  Piper  of  Kilbarchan, 
Who  on  his  bags,  wore  bonie  flag^. 
He  made  his  cheeks  as  red  as  enmfon, 
And  bobbeii  when  he  blo'ed  the  bags. 
This  piece  is  too  long  for  infertion ;  but  it  has  acquired  much  local  cele* 

brity, 

3*1  Francis,  fon  of  Robert,  was  an  adherent  of  the  Stewart  Family.  Hi 
*rote  fcTcral  panegyrics  on  James  11.  while  Duke  of  York  and  iVbany ;  and 

on 
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BAdges^  Roads' — ^Tlie  bridges  are  in  good  repaifi  and 
the  roads,  diough  not  the  yery  beft,  are  better  than  in  ait^ 
neighbooring  parifh.  The  roads  are  moftly  made  by  prirate 
gentlemen,  with  the  aSiftance  of  die  ftatute  labour.  Any 
repair  they  get,  is  from  the  ftatute  labonr,  which  is  paid  in 
kind,  and  no  commutation  allowed^  except  for  the  inhabit* 
tants  of  the  TilHige. 

A  toll-road  is  now  making  from  Paiflcy  to  Newport,  Glaf- 
gow,  by  the  bridge  of  Johnfon,  and  Kilmacolm,  which  paffes 
through   this  pari(h.    Anodier  is  in  contemplattoo,  from 

Paifley 

^  the  birch  of  hit  chiUrco ;  ilfo,  fiitiret  iqpoo  the  Wbi^  fonc  of  vliidi  ftiil 
remain  in  Manufcript.  He  waa  alio  author  of  tvo  piecet  of  copfideiaMe 
.  inent ;  the  firft  iotiUed,  I'bf  hamjkmini%f  Pm^ertj^  and  the  fecund,  the  ceio- 
hnced  Scotch  ioag^^hi  r^eamlkimeim* 

4*  S^best  Scnpk,  gnndfon  of  franeia,  wt  ncntion,  aa  ik  rcmarhabk  in- 
llance  of  longevity.  Ho  died  1789,  aged  108  year^  He  iraa  thr  firft  in  the 
BMiilnatioa  of  JuiUcet  of  the  ^eace  for  Scotland,  in  the  year  i7o8»  being  the 
year  after  tbe  Union*  Towarda  the  clofis  of  Uf«,  hit  memory  gradnally  bikd 
him.  Two  anecdotes  of  hit  enrly  life,  remained  imprelM  upon  hit  memo- 
ry, after  every  other  circiimftance  waa  forgotten.  The  firft  was,  hit  bring 
prefent,  while  the  wttchca  were  burnt  at  Paifley,  the  bft  deuilabft  eihibkioA 
of  that  hind  in  Scotlai^,  which  happened  1697  *.  The  iecond  waa,  hit  h«v» 
,ing  feen  Peter  the  Orcat,  Ciar  of  Ruflia,  at  Archangel,  who,  amnfing  him- 
felf  with  ibme  f«a  viimalt  in  a  pond,  one  of  them  foapped  at  him,  and  bit 
Che  cock  off  hit  hat.  This  laft  occnrrence  he  continued  to  repot  to  the  day 
of  hit  death,  'after  he  had  forgotten  every  other. 

Among  the  remarkable  perfont  connedted  with  thit  padfli,  we  may  men- 
tion James  MiiUken,  of  Milliken,  Efq.  He  was  the  foft  who  introduced  ru- 
ral improvcfnentt  ij>ro  the  parifli,  on  an  eitenfive  fcale.  He  adorned  hit  ef- 
uce  with  plantations,  arranged  with  great  taftc.  He  inclofed,  drained,  hi' 
lowed,  and  reduced  his  lands  into  an  clejrant  form.  He  firft  excited  a  tafie 
for  good  roads  in  the  parifh,  many  of  which  he  made  at  hit  own  expmce. 
Ill  his  iniproTemcnts  he  fpared  no  ezpence,  tileeffliog  nothing  done,  while 
any  thing  remained  undone.  He  died  An«  1776,  nmch  kooontod  by  die  pe«r, 
on  account  of  his  extenHve  charity. 

•  Sempk'i  Hiftory  of  lUnfrewfhire, 
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f  aifley  by  Linwoodj  mtcrfcfting  the  eaftcrn  part  of  the  pa- 
rifli,  until  ic  forms  a  jon£lion  with  the  new  toU  road  from 
Clafgow  to  Greenock.  Thcfc  roads  Mfill  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  parifh,  and  make  ijt  the  thorough-farc  between  the 
fouthern  countiesi  and  the  ports  of  Clyde. 

Population.— The  nwBeihcrs,  as  ftatcd  in  Dr  Webftert'Hft 
in  1755,  were,  1485. 

MST^ACT  OF   THE  VoBVL^VW  OS  B4XrB4RCnAW  ^AMWp 
As  taken  by  aBual  Survtiy  in  ih  ywr  1 791. 


In  THt  Coo* 

rT*T, 

In 

THt  ToWHy               TOTAU 

Number  of  FamiliM,  17a 

• 

• 

39« 

56J 

MAks,   . 

440 

- 

. 

Tt% 

t%6% 

Fdoaki, 

^% 

• 

- 

&I& 

X3ft4 

Under  io» 

XP4 

• 

•           • 

.465 

(^9 

From  xo  to  20, 

ao9 

• 

• 

a85 

494 

From  2o  to  50, 

380 
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•           • 

598 

9;S 

From  50  to  70, 

i3» 

• 

• 

201 

.      .            334 

Above  70, 

7 

• 

• 

34 

.        •        ^41 

Servants, 

ai» 

• 

>i 

lAf 

Loomt»           : 

34 

« 

• 

383 

417 

Hirfes, 

a4» 

• 

• 

'9 

Tjit 

Cows, 

x»7> 

. 

. 

4» 

13x9 

Acrct,             , 

6684 

- 

• 

• 

6684 

Rent,        •        L. 

454* 

• 

• 

1^46^ 

From  this  fciblc  it  appears,  tliat  the  numberof  foujsin  the 
pariihy^hcn  the  lift  was  taken,  was,  250*^,  viz.  izo2  malcs^ 
and  1304  females.  Of  thefe,  ^02  belong  to  the  cftabiilhcd 
church  ;  there  are  about  30  Camerouians  j  all  the  reft  are  of 
the  Burgher,  or  Relief  pcrfuafion. 

The  population. in  the  village*  1740,  did  not  exceed  40  fa- 
milies^ Since  tliat  time,  there  is  an  increafc  of  35 1  families, 
which,  upon  an  average,  is  about  7  families  yearly. 

la 
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In  the  year  1774*  when  Semple  took  a  lift  of  the  popvia* 
tion  for  his  Hiftory  of  Renfrew(hife»  there  were^  in  the  viU 

Familiet.        Males.        Femaki*  M.  &  F.  I-'o       I^oomt. 

304  J47  637       Totil       1184  I4»  xBe 

lathe  coantr^  there  were,  .        .        ixtx 

teoli  in  the  Parifli  uvy  3305 

From  this  ftatement,  it  appears,  that  the  population  of  the 
country  part  of  the  pari(h»  has  diminiihed  199,  fince  the  year 
17749  hut  the  population  of  the  village  has  increafed  400. 
Increafe  upon  the  whole,  201. 

From  1774  to  1782,  there  was  an  increafe  in  the  village 
of  180  loomsi  and  24  new  houfes.  The  villages  had  not  in* 
creafcd  much  fince  that  time,  owing  to  the  cotton  mills  e« 
fcfled  within  a  mile  of  Klilbarch^n^  on  Mr  Houfton's  eftate, 
in  the  partih  of  Paifley,  which  have  attracted  the  population ' 
to  that  quarter. 

The  diminution  of  the  country  population,  and  increafe 
of  the  town^  may  be  afcribed  to  the  immenfe  demand  for 
manufaduring  labour,  which  took  place  foon  after  the  con- 
cIuGon  of  the  American  war.  Yet  the  country  has  not  fsif- 
fered  in  its  cultivation.  A  greater  proportion  has  indeed 
been  thrown  into  pafture,  which,  inftead  of  being  a  lofs,  is  an 
advantage. 

One  circumftancc  muft  ftrike  every  perfon,  who  perufes 
our  table  of  popuktion,  that  the  number  of  females  in  the 
country,  exceeds  tlie  males  by  42,  and,  in  the  town,  they  ex- 
ceed the  males  by  60.  This  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for 
by  fuppofino;  that  the  farmer's  keep  more  female  fervants 
than  males,  for  the  management  of  their  dairies,  wh^le  their 
younger  fons  are  fent  to  towns,  and  trained  to  bufinefs.  In 
the  village,  on  the  qther  hand,  the  bleachfields,  and  cotton 
manufadiories,  which  have  long  prevailed^  require  more  fe- 
males than  males* 

The 


*  of  Kiharchan.  495 

»  ' 

The  vUlage  is  hvMx,  of  excellent  firee(tone>  procured  {rbm 

a  neighbouring  quarry  of  very  great  depth,  on  the  weftem 
declivity  of  the  Bar- hilli  already  mentioi;ied.  One  remarkable 
circumftance  attending  this  quarry,  is,  that  the  freeftone  has 
coal  over  it,  and  whinftone  above  the  coal,  next  the  furface. 
The  northern  fide  of  the  Bar-hill  is  perpendicular  bafalt,  in- 
cumbent upon  coal,  which  was  formerly  wrought  to  a  con* 
(iderable  extent.  This  fa£^  feems  to  overturn  the  prevailiqg 
theories  of  Natural  Hiftory. 

Livings  Drr/s  and  Manners, — All  clafTes  of  people  live 
better  now  than  they  did  formerly «  Oatmeal  and  potatoes 
make  a  great  part  of  the  food  of  the  lower  people.  About 
20  years  ago,  tea  and  butcher*s  meat  were  very  feldom  tafted 
by  any  of  the  lower  ranks.  Now  they  are  more  or  lefs  ufed 
by  people  of  every  defcription.  The  people  are,  in  general, 
fober  and  induftrious.  If  they  indulge  in  any  extravagance, 
it  is  chiefly  in  the  article  of  drefs ;  in  this  they  are  much 
more  gay  and  fplendid  than  formerly.  At  the  fame  time, 
they  are  daily  acquiring  more  politenefs  and  urbanity  of 
manners. 

Emigration. — ^There  have  been  no  emigrations  from  the 
parifh  thefe  14  years;  but  this  year,  1794,  3  families  have 
emigrated  to  America,  and  many  more  are  preparing  to  foU 
low,  from  the  fatal  decay  of  trade,  and  want  of  employment. 

Wars. — ^In  former  wars,  a  number  of  tradefmen  were  wont 
to  go  to  fea,  particularly  to  privateers,  where  they  expeded 
^tter  wages,  and  were  more  certain  of  prize-money,  than  in 
the  navy.  But  they  feldom  remained  longer  than  the  war 
lafted.  In  the  prefent  war,  55  young  men  have  gone  from  the 
Tillage  to  the  army,  and  15  to  the  Qavy  -,  befides  others  from 

the 
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t&e  tottntrj,  as  they  izj^Jrom  purt  tuetffity^  It  is  refiiark;d>let 
dial  thofe  who  formerl  J  went  to  the  fiea  fcmce,  on  didr  re- 
ttim^  generally  turned  out  dninlcen  and  diflipated ;  diofe  a- 
gain,  who  returned  from  the  army,  generally  proved  lober  and 

Miduftriou^. 

CharitabU  SocietUs. — ^Tlicrc  are  three  charitaUe  focietics  in 
KilBarchan  :  ly?.  The  farmers  fociety,  which  has  accumulat- 
ed a  capital  of  850I.  Sterling :  aJ,  Tlie  general  focietyi  con- 
fiding of  heritors,  merchants^  and  tradefmen,  has  accumu* 
hted  a  capital  of  400K  :  3(/,  The  weavers  foctetf ,  has  accu-> 
viulated  little  capital^  from  exccflive  burdens ;  but  has  been 
of  rery  great  ufe,  and  relieved  much  diftrefs. 

PtK^^ — The  poor,  in  fo  far  as  they  are  not  relieved  by  thefe 
charitable  aflbciations,  are  fupported  by  a  voluntary  aflef> 
ment  annually  impofed,  added  to  ^hat  arifes  from  the  feffions 
funds.  Fojmerly  the  poor  were  fu{^orted  by  church  collec- 
tions, intereft  of  money  accumulated,  money  ariGng  from 
tnorcoloths,  marriages,  &c.  But,  from  tlie  increafc  of  trade 
and  population,  and,  confequently,  of  the  poor,  thefe  funds 
proved  inadequate.  In  July  1785,  the  method  of  afTeflment 
was  recuxred  to,  and  was  levied  as  follows  :  The  land  {>atd 
at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  Scots  of  valuation,  one  half  being  paid 
by  the  landlord,  the  other  by  the  tenants.  This  produced 
78I.  9s.  3^d.  There  was  levied  upon  ihe  hoafeboiders,  ia 
the  town  and  country  part  of  the  patifh  ail.  los.  8^d.  The 
feflions  funds  produced  from  lol*  to  laL  The  amount  bdng 
from  iiol.  to  I  lal.  then  levied  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
The  afleiFment  has  been  gradually  increaHng,  and  now  a- 
mounts  to  about  140I.  a  yean 

This  fund  is  managed  by  fifteen  perfons,  annoally  chofen 
on  the  iH  Friday  of  November;  five  of  whom  are  heritors, 

five 
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five  tenants,  and  five  houfeholders.  To  thefe  the  kirk  feffion 
are  added.  The  poor  are  fubdivided  into  clafleSf  each  clafs 
being  under  the  infpeAion  of  an  overfeer.  None  can  be  re* 
ccived  upon  the  poor^s  lift,  unlefs  they  make  a  difpofition  of 
their  efieds,  to  be  fold  after  their  deceafe,  for  the  benefit  of 
Ac  poor :  Any  two  ovcrfeers  can  draUr  upon  the  treafurer,  for 
occafional  relief,  either  to  thofe  upon  the  lift,  when  unfor- 
fecn  diftrefies  come  upon  them,  or  to  thofe  who  are  not  upon 
tlie  lift ;  but  whofe  fituation  may  require  a  temporary  relief. 

List  of  Marriages  and  Baptisms. 


Marriages. 

Baptifms  § 

x?8i 
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49 
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18       . 
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83       .       . 

as 
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84       . 

44 
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8J        . 

27 

86 

86 

.          26          . 

58 

87        . 

«4 

47 

88        . 

27        . 

34 

89        .        . 

30 

3» 

90        .       . 

~    34 
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Deaths. — The  account  of  deaths  has  not  been  accurately 
kept  5  only  I  noticed,  that  in  the  year  1790,  they  were  82  ; 
but  1  dare  fay,  mor?  than  one  third  of  them  came  from  the 
towns  of  Johnfton  and  Quarrelton. 

^Agriculture. — In  gii'ing  an  account  of  the  agriculture  of 
this  parifhi  we  mufl  diftinguifll  between  the  high  and  locky 
divifion,  and  the  low  and  level  part,  as  in  each  of  thefe  the 
practice  dilfers  in  fcveral  particulars. 

Vol.  XV.  3  S  Eajlern 

§  Since  the  year  1786,  when  the  Relief  Meeting  took  place,  the  baptirmi 
have  decreafed,  as  very  few  of  that  fociety,  or  of  the  burghers,  rcgifter  their 
children.  But  from  the  proportion  of  baptifms  to  marriages,  I  thin^  their 
AoiM  bf ,  «t  an  average,  bet  wees  9*  aod  loa  births  yearly^ 
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Eaftern  DMfan  Fences. — ^Thc  Eaftenit  or  low  part  of  the 
parifli)  b  moftly  enclofed,  in  fome  places^  with  ftone  dykeSf 
but  chiefly  with  hedge  and  ditch.  The  thorns  are  cither 
planted  in  the  face  of  the  earth,  thrown  from  the  <titch|  or 
on  the  top.  Another  pra£Uce  prerails  here,  of  building  a 
parapet  of  ftone,  about  three  or  four  feet  high,  on  the  edge 
of  their  ditch,  and  then  they  cither  plant  the  thorns  perpen- 
dicular on  the  top,  or  ftick  thcAi  in  the  face  of  their  wall, 
drawing  the  beft  of  the  earth  to  the  roots.  The  laft  method 
anfwers  very  well,  and  the  hedge  requires  no  pailing,  or 
weeding.  Thefe  fences  are  either  put  up  by  the  tenants, 
who  have  acquired  new  leafes,  or  by  the  landlords,  when 
they  fit  the  farms.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  they  were  at  great- 
er pains  to  clean  the  ditches,  and  take  off  water  from  tho 
roots  of  the  thorns  *,  and  diat  fportfmen,  and  others,  who  go 
through  the  fields,  would  take  the  trouble  of  going  round  by 
a  gate,  and  not  crofs  a  hedge,  as  trefpaffes  of  this  kind  hare 
produced  many  Mifufficient  fcntes,  after  years  of  care  be- 
ftowed  upon  them. 

Farms. — ^The  medium  fize  of  farms  here  is  from  40  to 
60  acres.  There  is  one  farm,  occupied  by  Mr  Roger,  of 
222  acres,  all  in  excellent  order. 

JR^/7/.— Some  fpots  are  rented  at  from  50  to  60  s. ;  but 
the  medluno  rent  is  from  25  to  30  s.  per  acre  It  is  thought^ 
by  perfons  of  experience,  that  were  the  lands  out  of  leafe, 
they  could  bear  an  addition  of  5  s*  at  an  average. 

About  50  years  ago,  the  ufual  rent  of  good  land  was  a- 
bout  5  8.  per  acre.  30  years  ago,  it  rofe  to  about  10  s.  20 
years  ago,  it  rofe  to  about  20  s.  Yet  the  tenants  are  more 
wealthy,  and  lire  much  more  comfortably  now,  than  at  any 
farmer  period.    Thefe  fads  fliew^  that  the  rife  of  rent  has 

uniformly 
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ttniformly  kept  pace  with  the  progrefs  of  manufactures  and 
population.  Indeed  land  is  of  no  value,  without  inhabitants 
to  cultivate^  and  confume  the  fruits  of  it. 

Jiotmtion. — ift,  oats ;  ad,  oats ;  3d,  potatoes,  or  barley,  with 
dung.  If  barley,  laid  down  with  grafs  feeds.  After  pota- 
toes, generally  oats,  with  grafs  feeds,  or  2  crops  of  hay,  paf- 
tured  3  or  4  years.  About  ooe^thtrd  of  the  farm  in  crop, 
two-thirds  pafture  and  hay. 

It  was  formerly  ufual  to  interpofe  a  crop  of  beans  between 
the  two  firft  crops  of  oats,  but  the  feafons  have  been  fo  wee 
of  late  years,  that  they  could  not  get  them  fown  early  enough 
in  fpring,  or  dried  in  autumn.  From  this  cireumftance,  the 
pradice  has  been  generally  abandoned.  Some  farmers  have 
tried  wheat ;  but  after  their  ground  was  prepared,  the  excef- 
five  autumnal  rains  have  either  prevented  them  from  fowiixg 
it,  or  they  were  obliged  to  fow  it  at  a  bad  time>  and  it  did 
not  thrive. 

It  were  much  to  be  wi(hed,  that  the  proprietors  of  land 
would  endeavour  to  introduce  a  more  commodious  fyftem  of 
cropping.  Where  the  farmers  depend  chiefly  upon  one  kind 
of  crop,  their  labour  comes  upon  them  all  in  a  hurry,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  keep  more  horfes  and  fervants,  than  if 
their  work  were  divided  by  a  regular  fucceflion  of  objeds. 

I  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  great  population  centered  here 
by  cotton  mills,  &c.  points  out  the  dairy,  and  fattening  for 
the  butcher,  as  proper  objc£ls  of  cultivation.  Were  farmers 
to  manage  fo  as  to  have  a  proportion  of  cows  to  calve  before 
winter ;  or,  in  place  of  them,  allot  a  few  cattle  for  winter 
feeding,  they  might  prepare  for  them  a  proportion  of  cabba- 
ges, carrots,  turnips,  and  winter  vetches ;  and,  for  houfe  feed- 
ing in  fummer,  a  patch  of  red  clover  fown  with  barley,  to  ht 
cut 'green,  and  given  to  the  milch  cows.     Thcfc  crops  would 
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come  in  regular  fucceffioii,  and  net  overburden  them  vitb 
labour  at  anf  particular  period.  By  feeding  muck  so  the 
hottfe,  great  quantities  of  dung  would  be  produced*  Though 
potatoes  grow  here  in  perfe£lioni  and  anfwer  well  for  thefe 
P«rpofes»  they  never  think  of  giving  them  to  cattle»  as  they 
have  a  ready  market  at  hand  for  ail  they  can  produce.  In 
wet  feafons  they  might  pIoi\gh  in  wheat  and  beanSf  with  a 
light  horfe,  yoked  in  a  drill  plough^  when  harrows  could  not 
be  ufed. 

Potatoet. -^-On  fome  fpots  round  the  mofs  formerly  dc- 
fcribedi  they  raife  excellent  potatoes  in  narrow  lazy  beds. 
They  cover  thi  fcts  with  about  eight  or  ten  inches  of  mo(s, 
dug  from  the  trench  early  in  the  fealbn.  When  drought 
CQmes  on,  they  fet  fire  to  the  lazy  beds^  and  the  aibcs  ierve 
as  manure.  In  other  places,  the  potatoes  are  generally  plant* 
ed  and  drefied  by  the  plough  in  drills. 

'Manures. — Their  dung,  accumulated  in  winter,  generally 
goes  to  potatoes,  or  barley.  They  lime  upon  ley,  at  the  rate 
of  3  chalders  per  acre,  valued  at  los  eachchalder,  and  imme« 
diatcly  plough  it  in.  I  (hculd  think  it  much  better  to  lime 
upon  the  hay  ilubble,  before  they  turned  the  ground  into 
pafture^  This  would  yield  more  than  the  value  of  the  lime 
in  pafture,  and  a  greater  crop  when  the  lime  was  broken  up. 
Some  make  compofts  of  earth  and  dung;  others  make  them  by 
frequently  ploughing  a  high  head-rig  in  Summer,  into  which 
they  put  lime,  and  afterwards  lay  it  on  the  field.  Adjoin- 
ing to  the  mofs,  they  make  compofts  of  mofs,  dung  and  lime, 
which  are  found  to  be  very  beneficial  for  their  ftrong  clay  foil. 

Hct/es  and  Ploughing. — ^Thehorfes  here  arc  of  an  excellent 
breed^  both  for  ftrength  and  mettlCj    They  are  moftly  pur- 
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dutfed  in  the  J^iurlUhirfi  rnarlxtSf  but  a  few  of  them  acf 
feared  in  tlie  pariib.  They  g.eneraUy  plough  with  thrpe  hor? 
fe^  fometiines  with  twpj  but  always  ufe  a  driyer*  The 
land  is  moftly  formed  into  ftraight  narrow  ridge?* 

Cov)s  and  Dairy. — The  cows  moft  cftccmed  here,  are  thofc 
of  a  fmall  mouthy  head  and  neck  long  and  fmall.  With 
fefpe£l  to  colour,  thofe  fpotted  brown  and  white  are  prefer-, 
red.  In  the  heft  feafon,  they  give  from  8  to  lo  pints  of  milk 
daily,  when  well  fed.  Milch  cows  are  fuppofed  to  produce 
from  5I.  to  81.  yearly.  Sweet  milk  fells  at  ad.  per  Scots 
pint ;  (kimmed  milk  at  1  penny  ;  butter  milk  at  ^d.  When 
near  a  market,  they  generally  make  the  whole  milk  into  but- 
ter, and  fell  the  butter,  with  the  butter  milk»  in  a  frefh  ftate. 
When  diftant,  they  make  fweeft  milk  /cheefe  or  ikimmed 
cheefe,  and  fait  the  butter  for  winter  &le.  But,  where 
madcets  are  diftant,  grafting  for  the  butcher  is  efteemed  more 
profitable  than  a  dairy. 

Wgftern  JDiwfion^ — In  the  high  and  rocky  parts  of  the  parifh^ 
we  (ball  only  note  the  pra.£lice  where  it  differs  from  thf 
lower  parts* 

They  lay  dung  or  lime  upon  their  ley  grounds  about  Mar- 
tinmas^ and  plough  it  in  fpring.  They  take  three  or  four 
eipps  of  oats  in  {ucce0v>n,  and  then  let  the  ground  run  back 
mto  natural  pafture.  They  fow  Uttk  or  no  graft.  Vow 
this  is  the  .very  worft  of  prad^ices,  Pafture  is  the  very  beft 
uie  to  which  they  can 'turn  their  lauds ;  yet  they  take  jcare 
to  jCihauft  theoi  before  -they  throw  them  into  pafture.  It 
were  better  <o  top>-dre£i  for  the  pafture,  and  fow  it  dowa 
with  grafs.  I  fuppofe,  the  reafon  why  they  don't  fow  grafs^ 
is,  that  &e  ftones  hinder  them  from  cutting  the  hay.  Butj| 
w;re  they  to  ffiw  down  their  fields  with  grafe  in  a  very  rich 
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^3itCf  one  g&thermg  of  die  (tones  would  fenre  for  many  years. 
Xven  if  it  were  thought  too  laboriotts  to  gather  all  the  ftones 
diey  mi^t  admit  cattle  to  pafture  in  the  dry  feafon,  as  fbon 
as  the  grafs  was  fufiiciently  rooted.  The  ground  commonly 
lies  4  or  5  years  in  pafture.  Potatoes  are  fometimes  planted 
in  lazy  beds,  on  fpots  here  and  there  among  the  rocks ;  fome- 
times with  the  plough ;  after  potatoes,^  fometimes  barley, 
fometimes  oats.  Tliere  are  many  fields  well  adapted  for 
turnips,  which  have  never  been  tried.  The  lands  are  moftly 
mclofed  with  rickle  ftone  dykes,  gathered  from  the  land. 
The  rent  cannot  be  eftimated  by  acres,  as  the  land  lies  i|i 
.patches  among  the  rocks. 

Cows* — ^The  cows  in  greateft  efteem  here,  are  a  light,  ac- 
tive breed,  yield  about  fix  pints  of  milk  daily,  in  the  beft  fea- 
fon,  and  produce  from  al.  los.  to  3I.  per  annum.  The 
formers  depend  chiefly  upon  rearing  of  cattle,  butter,  which 
they  fait,  and  ikimmed  cheefe.  They  aHb  rear  a  few  horfea 
•f  the  Lanarkfliire  breed. 

There  are  few  or  no  hogs  in  the  parifh,  and  few  Qieep, 
except  what  are  kept  by  gentlemen  for  their  own  ufe.  Some 
patches  of  lint  are  occafionally  fown;  but  chiefly  for  the 
,  private  ufe  of  the  farmers* 

JUi/ir  and  7%fr/(t;<.— There  is,  in  the  parifli,  a  lint  mill  of 
an  excellent  conftruAion,  and  beft  frequented  of  any  in  the 
Weft  of  Scotland.  There  are  alfo  four  corn  mills,  each 
of  which  had  thirlages  annexed  to  them.  But  this  barba- 
rous praflice  is  wholly  aboKlhed  at  one,  and  mitigated  at  a- 
nothcr.  At  the  mill  of  Cart,  the  thirlage  was  bought  up  by 
the  feveral  proprietors  bound  in  thirlage,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  purchafe  money  charged  upon  the  tenants,  ^t  the  rate  of 
6d  per  acre.    Yet,  what  is  furprifing,  the  mill  fet  for  nearly 

tho 


.  of  IKilbarcban  503 

the  former  rent.  Johnfton  mill,  the  property  of  the  Milliken 
family,  has  the  eftate  bound  in  thirlage  i  but,  at  renewing 
the  leafes,  the  thirlage  was  rendered  more  moderate.  At 
the  other  2  mills,  the  thirls^e  varies  from  the  lath  to  the 
30th  peck.  At  all,  they  muft  pay,  even  if  they  Ihould  fell 
their  oats  unground.  All  grain  but  oats  is  free.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  barbarous  Gothic  pra£lice,  which  produces 
on  the  one  hand,  conftant  complaints  of  evafion,  on  the  other^ 
of  flovealy  execution,  will  be  wholly  extirpated  from  Scotland. 

ManufaBures. — The  Meflirs  Barbours  firft  eftabliihed  a 
candle  manufactory  in  Kilbarchan,  which  acquired  great  ce- 
lebrity: afterwards,  a  manufactory  of  linens  was  attempted 
by  them  in  the  year  1 739.  In  the  year  1 74a,  Mr  Spiers  and 
others  introduced  the  manufa&ure  of  lawns,  cambrics,  &c« 
for  the  Dublin  market,  which  branch  ftiU  continues, 
with  different  variations  in  the  quantity  produced.  When 
die  Paifley  filks  came  into  vogue,  a  conGd^rable  proportion 
was  wroi^ht  up  here.  Afterwards,  the  cotton  manufa&ory 
almoft  fuperfeded  every  other.  In  the  year  1774,  Semple,  in 
his  Hiftory  of  Renfrewshire,  reckoning  every  weaver  of  linen 
to  produce  65I.  per  annum,  calculated  the  manufadlures  car« 
ried  on  by  perfons  refiding  in  Kilbarchan,  at  23,400!.  per 
annum.  If  we  reckon  the  cottons  and  other  fluffs  at  the 
fame  rate,  in  the  year  1791,  the  value  manufadured  in  the 
parifh  of  Kilbarchan,  would  be  27, 1 05I.  This  is  not  all  done 
by  people  rcGding  here,  but  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  muflins 
are  fent  from  Paifley  to  be  weavcd.  This  year,  1794,  all 
branches  of  bufmefs  are  in  a  very  languid  (late.  The  only 
branch  that  ilill  does  a  little,  is  the  lawn,  but  even  this  is 
very  dull,  and  the  people  feem  much  difpirited. 

There  are  in  the  village,  3  blcachficlds,  which  employ  30 
hands,  moftly  women.  There  are  alfo  a  candleworks,  aiul 
a  brewery. 

*  *  Cotton 
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Cvtion  Mills. — At  the  bridge  of  Wetr,  on  the  north  weft  o£ 
the  parHhi  there  is  a  cotton  mill,  which  contains  2120  fpiii- 
dies  ready  for  ufci  and  might  employ  70  hands  if  fully  occU'- 
pied.  At  prefent,  (h>m  the  dtiUnefs  of  trade,  they  only  work 
^th  1664  fpindles,  and  employ  49  hands,  chiefly  women 
and  children. 

But  die  mod  fplendid  eftabliihment  in  die  cotton  rpinning 
bufinefi,  perhaps  in  Britain,  is  the  LinWood  mill,  on  the 
(bttdi  eaft  part  of  this  pariih.  The  building  is  alteady  finifli- 
ed,  except  one  wing,  which  yet  remains  to  be  added.  The 
length  of  building  already  compleated,  is  254  feet ;  the  length 
when  finifiied,  will  be  338  feet  8  inches ;  the  breadth  of  the 
body  is  37  feet ;  ditto,  of  wingSf  40  feet.  The  houfe  is  fix 
ftoreys  widi  garrets.  It  already  contains  400  glafs  windows, 
and,  when  compleated,  will  contain  540.  The  depth  of  fall 
IS  17  feet*  The  tide  makes  up  to  the  tail  of  the  wheel ;  but 
when  interrupted  by  tail  water,  they  have  another  wheel, 
more  elevated,  which  they  can  put  in  motion. 

Mr  Dunlop,  die  manager,  has  paid  a  very  laudable  atten* 
tion  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  con(tru£lion  of 
this  building.  For  this  purpofe,  the  roofs  of  the  rooms  are 
high ;  the  machinery  is  much  fimplified  in  its  conftru^tion, 
can  be  eafily  cleaned,  and  occafions  little  or  no  wafte,  or  par* 
tide  of  cotton  to  fly  about,  and  a  large  fpace  is  allowed,  in 
proportion  to  the  machinery ;  of  confcquence  fewer  work- 
ers will  be  crowded  into  the  fame  fpace.  The  whole  appa* 
ratus  does  not  take  above  three  half  gills  of  oil  daily  :  hence 
no  bad  fmell  arifes  from  the  oil.  Add  to  all,  that  the  whole 
building  is  fubdividcd  by  two  v^ft  (lair-cafes,  which  aft  as 
ventilators.  If  equal  attention  is  paid  to  the  in(lru£tion  of 
the  children,  I  fhould  confider  a  work  of  this  fort  as  a  fchool, 

where  die  children  of  the  poor,  othcrwife  a  burden  upon 

their 
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theif  parents^  may  be  trained  to  induftry  and  ?if  tuct 

Muffiber  of  fpindlci  working  a^p^efeaey  .  .  600 

Nnmber  when  the  prefent  boUding  it  foniilhed,        «  x8,oco 

Number  when  the  wboleiplan  is  complected,  •  aj,ooo 

Number  of  hands  at  prefent  employed,  .  75      • 

Nambor  (befite  tradeimea)  that  wUl  be  required  to  Dccnpy 
whole,  ^  :  .  z,8oo 

A  regular  town,  upon  an  elegant  plan,  4s  already  begun, 
adjoining  to  the  works,  and  there  are  houfes  built,  fufficient 
to  accommodate  400  workers.  But  the  late  deplorable  de«> 
cay  of  trade,  has  thrown  a  damp  upon  this,  and  every  other 
Ccheme  of  manufafbire ;  and  tliey  are  proceeding ,  as  flowly 
as  pofiiblei  in  furnifliing  tbis^xtenfive  building. 


3  T     .  NUMUER 
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NUMBER   XXIV. 
PARISH  or   KIRKMICHAEL, 

(Fll£SBYT£RT  OF  DuNKELD,  Q)UNTT  OF   PeUTH,    StNOD 

OF  Perth  and  Stirling.) 
By  the  Rev.^^K  Allan  Stewakt. 


Name  and  Situation. 


JL  HIS  pariOi  derives  its  name,  like  fome  others  in  Scotland, 
from  the  church  having  been  dedicated  to  St  Michael.  It  Is 
bounded  by  the  parifhes  of  Logierait  and  Mouline  on  the 
Weft ;  of  Braetnar  and  Cratliy  on  the  North  i  of  Glcnifla 
and  Alyth  on  the  Eaft  ;  and  of  Blairgowrie,  Ktnloch,  Cluny, 
and  Caputh,  on  the  South.  It  comprehends  the  greater  part 
of  Strathardlc,  the  whole  of  Glcnflice,  and  a  diftrifi  lying  at 
the  lower  extremity  of  that  glen,  x}n  the  Weft  fide  of  the  ri- 
rivcr,  called  Black-water,  which  gives  name  to  the  county 
through  which  it  pafies.  Strathardle  is  about  lo  miles  long, 
find  from  I  to  2  miles  broad,  and  includes  pait  of  the  pariOies 
pf  Mouline,  Kirkmicbaelj  Blairgowrie,  Bcndochy  and  Kinlocb. 

-     Glcnflice 


.  tf  iCtr^miclaeli        ,  $6^ 

Clenlhee  i^  atout  7  miles  long,  and  lefs  than  a*  mile  broach 
At  the  head  of  this  glen  are  two  fmaller  ones,  narrow,  and  a- 
boat  3  miles  long.  The  diftri£l  bordering  on  the  ^lack-wai- 
ter, is  of  a  form  nearly  circular,  meafuiing  fomewhat  more 
than  2  miles  in  diameter.  Though  this  parifh  is  pretty  esd^ 
teaCve,  there  is  no  part  of  it  detached.  Its  figure  docs  not 
vary  much  from  a  parallelogram,  being  17  miles  long  from 
N^orth  to  South  ;  and  from  6  to  7  miles  broad. 

£}ymcUgus. — According  to  tradition,  Strathatdlc  wa6  an- 
ciently called  in  Gaelic,  Srath  na  muice  bricc ;  tl?e  Jirath  of 
thejpottei  wildfiw :  which  name  it  is  faid  to  have  retained 
till  the  time  of  the  Danifli  invations,  when,  in  a  battle  fought 
between  the  Danes  and  the  Caledonians,  at  th6  head  of  the 
country,  a  chief,  named  Ard-f  huil,  highj  or  nobie  bloody  was 
killed,  whofe  grave  is  (hown  at  this  day.  From  him  the  coun- 
try  got  the  name  of  Srath  Ard-f  huil,  Strathardle^  In  tracing 
the  origin  of  the  nime  of  Glenfhee,  the  following  eonje£lure 
is  offered.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  praftice  among  the 
Druids,  to  hold  afiizes  in  the  mod  convenient  part  of  the 
i^ountry^  to  decide  difFeteoces  and  adminifter  juftice*;  The 
perfons  who  exetcifed  this  office  were  called  Sith-dhaoine^  of 
^ixiiichczrxy  peace- makers,  A  round  hill,  at  the  head  of  the 
glen,  called  Sith-dhun,  the  hHJ  ofpeace^  may  have  brfen  ohe  o^ 
.  the  places  for  holding  thefe  courts  of  juftice  ;  and  hence  the 
whole  glen  may  have  got  its  name.  Another  conjediire  is^ 
that  Sith  dfaun  may  have  t>een  the  place  of  cohcliiding  and 
ratifying  a  peace,  between  two  contcndmg  tribes  or  clans. 

titlhy  Lochsy  5^^.— A  hill  at  the  hcid  of  Gleiifhec,  calted 
Beinn-Ghulbhuinn>  is  diftinguifhed  by  having  been  the  fcehe 

I  Uzt  C«C  Bell  Qall.  lib.  #.  cap.  U. 
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6f  a  Kutfting  wliich  provfed  fatal  to  Diarmid,  oiie  of  tbe  Fin- 
galian  heroes.  Here  are  (bown  the  den  of  th^  wild  boar 
diat  was  hanted,  a  fpring  called  Tobar  nam  Fiann,  tbefmnimn 
tfthi  Fingaliant  \  a  fmall  lake,  called  Ldch  an  TuitCt  the  hoards 
bch  ;  alfo  Diatmtd's  grave,  where  he  wat  buried  by  his  com* 
Yades*^    The  highefb  hill  in  the  conntry  ii  Mount  Blair^ 

which 

*  The  enuntnce  whert  Diirmid  wti  boritfd,  b  c&Qcd  TaUcli  Dtarmid, 
t^armid's  Hill,  whence  the  late  proprietor  of  the  ground  wai  called,  FearTn- 
laich  Diarmid,  Uird  of  niarmtd*8  Hill.    The  ftory  toM  o^  l>ianiiid'a  death 
ii  this :  Diarmid  and  another  of  the  Fingaliani,  Were  riiralft  (^  lore.    The 
lady,  who  was  the  objcA  of  their  ]^flion,  gave  0ie  prefertoce  tb  Diarmid. 
'tht  rivtl,  who  wiflicd  for  fiiitte  means  of  taEing  Dianfaxd  eff,  propolbd  t» 
the  Fingaliani  to  fet  a  daj  for  hunting  a  wild  boar,  which  had  often  anno7- 
ed  them,  hoping  that  Diarmid's  forwardnef*  in  the  chace  would  expofe  htm 
io  defthi^ion.    Diarmid  wis  warned  by  hit  milErefs^  thit  fbme  evil  was  in* 
&nded  him  ;  that  £he  hunting  w»i  a  preteifc,  and  ^at  he  ought  to  avoid  it: 
He  gallantly  anfwd^d,  that  nothing  could  prevail  With  him  to  decliDC  mtsf 
any  enterprise  in  which  hts  fellows  engaged.    The  hunting  took  pkce«    The 
boar  was  killed  hy  Dlarmid's  fpcar,  and  himfelf  efcapcd  fafe.    His  rival,  cz- 
prefling  his  aftonifliroent  at  the  (ize  of  the  boar,  propofcd  to  Diarmid  to  mea- 
lijfe  the  length  of  its  bade  with  his  foot, 'ex|)edtng  that  Diirmid  vroidd  be 
vironnded  by  the  venomous  bridles  on  the  bMr^  back.    Diarmid  mcafn«d 
dong  the  bach  from  the  head  to  the  uil,  and  ftiU  remained  unhurt*    His  ad* 
¥er(ary,  difappointed,  rcqaefted  him  to  meifure  the  boar's  back  again,  pro- 
^  ceeding  in  the  contrary  diredion.   Diarmid  fcorned  to  decline  the  ufic.    The 
confequence  was  what  his  rival  wifhtdi    The  wootidk  he  received  from  the 
bear's  brifiies,  proved  mortal; 

Dr  Smith,  author  of  GaeKc  Antiquities,  in  a  note  to  the  Gaelic  edition  of 
the  poem  on  Diarmid*s  death,  mentions  a  tradition  that  Diarmid  was  vulne. 
rable  |only  in  the  fole  of  the  foot,  and  fu^efts  that  this  circumftance  is  pro. 
bably  ft  fidion  of  late  invention,  as  he  has  reafon  to  believe  that  the  oldefl  and 
pareft  editions  of  the  poem,  make  oo  mention  of  it.  If  fo,  there  feenu  to  be 
a  ftriking  nmilarity  between  the  llory  of  Diarmid  and  that  bf  Achilles.  The 
circumftance  of  Achilles  being  vulnerable  o&Iy  in  the  be  d,  is  no  where  hint- 
ad  hy  Homer,  and  mufti  therefore,  at  in  the  ftory  of  Diarmid,  be  the  inven* 

tioa 
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>^hich  divides  this  parilh  from  Glenifla.  The  only  lochs  of 
notc^  ate  L^eh  Shejbernlchj  and  Loch  nan  eun^  fitaated  pretty 
high  among  the  hilis.  Thefe  abound  in  excellent  trout. 
There  are  one  or  two  medicinal  fpringd,  which  are  believed 
to  be  of  an  antifcorbutic  quality. 

tjon  of  fome  later  &bulift.  In  both  cafes,  the  circumfiance  tended  t» 
leflen  the  reputation' of  thofe  heroes  for  military  prowefs. 

Dt  Sndth  places  the  fcene  of  Diannid's  deiith  ih  a  part  6f  the  Weft  High- 
Unds^  on  the  authority  of  the  tradition  ef  the  c6antry,  and  of  the  names  of 
places  prefenred  in  a  beautiful  Gaelic  poem,  which  narrates  the  ftory  of  Di ar- 
mid's  death.  The  opinion  of  its  having  happened  in  Glcnfliee,  rcfts  preciielf 
on  the  (amc  kind  of  evidence ;  befides  the  tradition  of  this  country,  there  is  « 
Gaelic  poem  eitarit,  which  rebtes  the  fate  of  Diarmid,  with  the  fiune  cir* 
eumfiances  as  thofe  mentioned  in  the  poem  pobliihed  by  Dr  Smith,  and  whidf 
etprefrly  affitms  the  bunting  to  have  been  in  the  hills  of  Glenfliee.'  If  the 
merit  of  the  poetry  were  to  determine  the  degree  of  credit  due  to  the  batd^ 
as  an  hiftorian,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  poem  in  Dr  Smith's  coUedion^ 
muil  be  acknowledged  the  moll  authentic.  But  if  this  be  reckoned  an  equi- 
vocal teft  of  amthemiclty,  It  does  not  well  appear  how  the  two  difcordant  oar- 
tatlvea  can  be  reconciled,  nor  how  the  credit  due  to  either  of  them  above  the 
other,  May  be  afcertained.  From  fuch  a  defcrepance  between  the  dllFerenc 
accounts  of  the  (aine  events,  a  fceptical  enquirer  might  be  led,  perhaps,  to 
4uefUon  the  authenticity  of  both,  and  pronounce  the  whole  a  mere  fi<%ion. 
Sa<:h  an  isfefeuce,  however,  may  well  be  judged  rafh  and  unfounded.  The 
ekiftence  of  various  traditions,  refpedmg  the  fame  ftofy,  is  a  proof  that  it  was 
oncegenet^Uy  believed  k  many  parts 'of  the  country.  Theil-/ agreeing  in 
many  ftrikiog  parcicniars,  is  at  leaft  a  ftroog  prefumptton  that  theic  partial* 
lars  were  true ;  their  difagreeing  in  other  particulars,  only  Ihows  that  the 
lads  were  obfcured  by  the  diftance  of  time  at  which  they  happened.  Many 
cities  claimed  the  honour  of  fS^'m^  birth  to  Homer,  and  fupported  their  re- 
rpedlive  clahns  by  various  arguments  and  allegations.  Though  their  cktmr 
wert  inconfiOent,  and  their  allegations  contradidory,  nobody  ever  tbooghf 
of  inferring  thence,  that  Homer  never  lived,  or  bad  no  birth-place,  but  obI/ 
that  the  place  of  his  birth,  from  the  length  of  time  iiace  it  happcnedi  was  be* 
e4me  uncertainc 
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C^twate,  SoUt  Crop. — ^Thc  country  being  more  elevated 
than  Athole,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Marr  on  the  other,  and 
being  in  general  ^open  and  unftieltered,  the  climate  is  colder 
than  in  cither  of  thefe  diftriftsi  and  more  expofed  to  the  fe- 
verity  of  a  cold  or  ftormy  feafon.  During  nine  months  orthe 
year,  frofts  are  frequent,  and  fometimes  fatal  to  the  fruits  of 
the  earth.  In  1791  and  1792,  the  crops  fuffered  extremely 
from  fevere  frofts,  in  the  beginning  of  Autumn.  The  air, 
however,  is  pure  and  favourable  to  health  and  longevity*  It 
ia  not  uncommon  to  fee  men  purfutng  their  ordinary  occu* 
pations  at  80  or  90  years  of  age.  Within  thefe  few  years,  a 
woman  died  in  the  parifti  upwards  of  100  years  old.  Chro« 
Aical  diftempers  are  rare.  The  fmall  pox  has  been  often  fa« 
taU  Inoculation,  though  not  unknowoj  is  far  from  being  ge« 
rally  ptaftifed. 

The  foil  on  the  banks  of  the  Ardle,  is  thin  and  dry»  having 
a  fandy  bottom,  and  yields  in  general  light  crops*  In  the 
higher  grounds,  it  is  wet  and  fpungy,  unfriendly  to  vegeta- 
tion, except  in  dry  warm  Xeafons,  when  it  yields  a  pretty  good 
crop*  The  fame  defcription  applies  to  the  foil  of  Glenlhecj 
and  of  the  Black-water  diftri£^« 

The  produce  of  the  ground  is  feldom  fufficient  to  fupply 
the  inhabitants.  The  culture  of  potatoes  is  of  the  greateft 
utility,  as  it  is  commonly  the  moft  produdive  crop.  The 
kinds  of  grain  generally  fown  are  Che(hire  beat,  the  com- 
mon white  oats,  and  a  kind  called  barley  oats.  Flax,  and 
peafe,  alfo,  are  grown,  but  in  no  great  quantities,  as  the  foU 
or  climate  is  unfavourable  tothem^  Field  tUmip^have  been 
lately  introduced,  and  anfwer  well,  of  which  the  tenants  ap- 
pear to  be  fcnfible*  Some  grafs  feeds  have  been  fown ;  but 
as  the  feafon  for  vegetation  is  (hort,  the  farmer  can  feldom 
cot  down  more  than  one  full  grown  crop  of  grafs.  Sheep 
being  allowed  to  pafture  at  large  in  the  fields  all  the  rime  the 

corz^s 
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corns  are  off  the  ground,  is  a  circumftance  rery  unfaTOtttable 
to  the  culture  of  fown  graft,  which  has  not  as  yet  been  rcmc^ 
died.  Oats  are  fown  in  April ;  potatoes  are  planted  ;  lint- 
feed  and  bear,  with  grafs-feeds,  fown  in  May ;  tutalps  in 
June.  Harveft  feldom  begins  fooner  than  Septentber.  It  is 
commonly  the  middle,  or  about  the  end  of  Oflober,  and 
fometimcs  the  middle  of  November,  before  it  is  all  gathered 
in.  The  greater  part  of  the  parith  is  better  adapted  for  paf- 
turage  than  for  tillage ;  and  fome  of  the  proprietors  are  accor* 
dingly  laying  leveral  of  their  farms  under  flieep. 

Population^  Rental^  Is^c. — ^In  1755,  the  number  of  fouls 
was  rated  at  2689.  The  population  of  the  pariOi  has  decreaf- 
ed  much  within  thefe  ao  years,  and  continuing  to  decreafe, 
on  account  of  confiderable  tra£ls  of  land  being  converted  into 
{hecp  farms,  and  the  inhabitants  forced  to  migrate  to  other 
countries.^  The  number  of  fouls  in  the  parifli  is  about  a  200. 
The  number  of  males  is  to  that  of  females,  as  44  is  to  50. 

The 


$  Few  more  intereftln^  6b]cdt  can  eogage  the  attention  of  a  bmnaneB 
patriotic,  and  enltghteoed  Statefiiian,thao  the  qaeiUoo,  Whether  the  encteafe 
of  population  in  towns,  be  a  full  compenfation  for  its  diminution  in  the  coun« 
trj.  '  Is  atktfremgib  anifecurtty  of  the  State  augmented  f  la  the  acquifition  of 
more  numbcrf,  and  of  wealth,  an  equivalent  for  the  depravation  of  morals, 
and  the  decay  of  publie  fpirit  f  Is  tht/tm  of  ba^pintfi  in  the  body  of  the 
people  encreafed  \  Is  a  town  life  as  faTourable  as  a  country  life,  to  the  cul- 
ture of  f  eligious  affedioos,  and  of  the  focial  virtues  ?  If  not,  whether  is  the 
greater  degree  of  happtnefs  found  among  a  people  virtuous  and  religious, 
though  wanting  many  temporal  conveniences  and  accommodations ;  or  among 
a  people  lefs  vfatoons  and  religions,  but  poflelTed  of  better  accommodatioaa  f 
If  the  coDOtry  fbonld  be  depopulated,  b  it  eafy  to  re>place  iu  iohabitanu : 
^  it  it  true  that 

«•  A  bold  peafaatry,  their  country*!  pride, 

«  When  Qocc  deftroyed,  can  never  be  fupplied  ?" 

,  OOLSlMITib 
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The  atrerage  of  yearly  bicdu  for  the  laft  8  feart»  ts  50,  and 
of  marriages  15.  No  regifter  has  been  kept  of  the  burials* 
Many  who  do  not  reiide  in  the  p^rifh,  have  their  burial  plac- 
es within  it ;  ahd  many  who  do^  bury  clfewhere.  The  valu- 
ed itnt  of  the  paiilh  is  4102I.  13s.  4d*  Scots.  The  real  rent 
may  amount  nearly  to  3000I.  Sterling.  The  rent  of  lands 
Taries  according  to  the  quality  of  the  (oil  and  the  circumftali- 
ees  of  the  farm.  Lands  that  have  the  privilege  of  a  good 
hill  pafhtre  annexed  to  them,  pay  from  ae  to  45  ihilUi^s  Ster- 
ling of  rent  per  acre  of  arable.  Lands  that  want  this  privi* 
lege,  if  not  inclofed,  pay  from  12  to  16  (hillings  ^r  acre :  if 
iuciofed,  about  20  (hillings. 

Siafe  of  Prtpirij.^^Thew  are  12  proprietors  who  do  aoi 
vefide  in  the  pari(h ;  24  fmaHer  proprietors,  jnoft  of  wfaoia 
vcfide  in  it  coa(bindy,  and  farm  a  part  of  their  own  property  ; 
and  t  other  fmaHer  proprietorsi  called  portioners,  from  their 
poflelCng  but  fmall  portions  of  land,  which  they  farm  entire- 
ly themfelves.  The  number  of  farmers  in  the  pari(h  b  aatf  • 
Of  thefe,  19  are  heritors.  A  plough»gate,  or,  as  it  is  called 
jkeie,  a  plou^  of  land,  contains  only  from  7  to  8  acres  of  a* 
rable  land,  exdufive  of  hill  pafturc.  There  are  about  200 
fucfa  plough-gates  in  tillage,  and  above  40  wholly  in  paftur- 
age.  About  a  plQi^{h-gate  of  cultivated  land  there  are  of- 
ten two  tenants  or  fan^iilics,  who  pofle(s  the  hUl  paftuse  be- 
longing to  the  farm  in  common,  but  have  each  dieur  rofpo^ 
tive  (hares  of  the  arable  land,  and  infield  pafture,  diftind. 
!rbe  ploughs  are  generally  drawn  by  four  fm^JI  horfes  yoked 
arlweaft  Where  the  ground  is  level  and  UraAaUe,  imd  the 
farmer  in  eafj  ciccumftances,  the  pioug^  is  oAen  drawn  bf 
three,  or  fometimes  by  two  horfes.  Many  of  the  tenants  fub- 
fet  (mall  portions  of  their  poflelEons,  fuch  as  a  garden,  or 

periiaps 
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perhaps  a  fmall  croft  to  cottagers,'  or  cottars,  as  they  are  call- 
ed. Some  of  thefe  arc  handy-craftfmen,  who  fubfift  by  their 
trade ;  others  arc  common  labourers,  who  hire  themfelves 
out  for  day's  wages  in  the  country.  The  number  of  tradef- 
aien  is  isis  follovrs :  i  o  fquare  wright^ :  4  wheel  wrights ;  5 
fmiths  ;  4  fhoemakers  \  14  (hop^keepers  $14  taylors ;  40 
weaYcrs,  including  apprentice^  Some  of  thefe  have  other 
occupations  befides  their  trade* 

IP^^^/«— The  wages  are  regulated  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  work,  and  the  time  of  the  year  in  which  it  is  per- 
formed* A  day-labourer,  from  the  beginning  of  March  till 
banreft,  gets  8d.  per  day,  befides  viduals  ;.a  hay  or  corn-cut- 
ter IS. ;  a  tayldr  6A>  \  a  lint-drefler  8d. ;  a  wright  is*  Wo- 
men faired  for  fpinning,  get  2d.  or  3d.,  according  to  their 
merit.  Men  fervaots,  engaged  for  a  year,  get  about  (SI. ; 
and  women  from  ah  los.  to  3^.  Sterling. 

Live  Stock. — Mod  of  the  tenants  depend  on  the  fale  of  cat- 
tle, for  the  payment  of  their  rents.  The  number  of  iheep 
is  about  9000.  More  than  a  third  of  thefe  are  of  the  black 
and  white  faced  kind,  ibmewhat  large  in  the  body,  and 
rough  in  the  wool.  The  reft  are  of  the  common  Scotch  kind, 
fmaller  iu  fize  than  the  former,  but  very  hardy.  A  few  of 
the  Qieviot  breed  have  lately  been  introduced.  The  black 
cattle  arc  of  the  fmall  Highland  kind.  They  feed  remarka- 
bly well,  and,  when  properly  fed  on  grafs,  they  prove  excel- 
lent beef.  Few  of  them,  when  fed,  exceed  in  weight  ao 
itoncs  of  beef.  Their  number  is  about  2000.  Few  horfes 
are  kept,  except  what  are  barely  fufficLent  for  cultivating  the 
ground.  They  are  computed  at  about  8oo.  There  are  alfo 
fomc  parccb  of  fwine,  and  a  few  goats. 

'      Vol.  XV.  3U  Fair/. 
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Fairr.—Thtxt  are  three  annual  fairs  held  within  the  pa- 
riRi;  one  at  Klrknriichacl,  called  the  Michaelmas  markety 
and  two  at  the  fpittal  of  Glcnfhce-  The  former  is  of  long 
Handing.  It  probably  took  its  rife  from  the  concourfe  of 
people  who  alTembled  on  the  day  facred  to  St  Michael,  at  a 
place  confecrated  to  his  memory  and  worOiip*  From  conn- 
ing together,  for  the  purpofes  of  devotion,  they  learned  to 
continue  together,  for  the  fake  of  tranfafiing  fecular  affairs, 
till,  by  degrees,  this  laft  obje£):  became  the  chief  reafon,  and 
at  length  the  only  reafon  of  their  aflembling.  Michaelmas 
came  to  be  a  term  for  fettling  accompts,  and  other  money 
tranfa£lions,  over  all  Scotland.  Half  a  century  ago,  this 
fair  was  one  of  the  principal  cattle  markets  in  the  kingdooi, 
and  continued  3  or  4  days,  or  rather  a  week  together.  Of 
late  years,  it  has  been  much  lefs  crowded.  There  is  a  week- 
ly matket  held  at  Kirkmichael  on  Fridays,  whither  the'  peo- 
ple of  the  neighbourhood  repair,  to  fell  what  yarn  they  may 
have  fpun  during  the  week,  and  to  buy  their  weekly  fupply 
of  tobacco,  fnufF,  lamp  oil,  and  other  groceries.  Shoemakers 
from  Atholf,  difpofe  of  a  great  many  (hoes  alfo,  at  this  mar- 
ket* It  has  been  remarked,  and  perhaps  with  too  much  rea- 
fon, that  tliis  market  gives  encouragement  to  idlenefs,  and 
imprudent,  not  to  fay  immoral  indulgences,  by  fumifhing  a 
pretence  for  frequent  vifits  to  the  village.  Appointments 
for  paying  trilling  debts,  are  commonly  made  at  this  marker. 
The  creditor  and  debtor  meet.  They  adjourn  to  the  public 
houfe.  After  each  has  drunk  his  pot,  the  debtor  finds  he  is 
not  able  to  p?.y  his  debt.  He  craves  a  week's  delay.  The 
creditor  e>'iJy  aj^recn  to  fo  (liort  a  term.  The  appointment 
is  rciiCWCo,  \u\A  the  fame  fccnc  repeated,  perhaps  many  times, 
before  the  debt  13  paid.  Thus  both  time^nA  money  are  need- 
kfily  fpent,  and  a  liablt  of  idlenefs  and  of  tipling  contrafted. 

Fae!, 


of  Kirkmicbael.  51$ 

Fuel^  &c. — ^Thc  fuel  generally  ufed  is  peat  and  turf.  Lime 
ftonc  is  plenty,  and  ufed  for  manure  in  different  parts  of  the 
parifli ;  but  lefs  than  would  otherwife  be  the  cafe,  from  the 
cxpence  of  procuring  peat  to  burn  it.  No  marie  has  been 
found,  except  lately  in  one  place.  It  is  referved  by  the  pro- 
prietor for  his  own  ufe.  There  are  7  licenced  retailers  of 
fpirituous  liquors.     No  licenced  didillcrs. 

Roads. — ^The  military  road  from  Coupar-Angus  to  Fort 
George,  paflcs  along  the  Black  Water  and  through  Glenlhce. 
It  is  kept  in  repair  chiefly  by  the  ftatutc  labours  of  the  coun- 
try. A  country  road  along  the  courfe  of  the  Ardle  is  kept 
in  pretty  good  repair,  in  the  fame  manner. 

Eccle/uiflical  State j  Pcor^  &c. — ^The  church  was  built  in 
1792.  It  is  finlfhed  in  a  refpeftable  ftyle,  and  fufficicntly 
large  and  commodious  for  the  diftrift  of  country  in  which  it 
Hands.  It  coft  about  370I.  Sterling,  excluGve  of  carriage,  of 
lime,  timber,  &c.  In  Glenfhee  is  a  chapel,  where  divine  fcr- 
Ticc  is  performed  by  the  minifter  of  the  paiifh,  once  in  four 
or  five  weeks.  The  glebe  confifts  of  four  acres  of  arable 
land,  of  indifferent  foil,  and  a'  fteep  fand  bank  for  pafture. 
iTic  ftipend  is  loco  mcrks  Scots,  or  55I.  1  is.  i^d.  Sterling. 
James  Farquharfon  of  Invercauld,  Efq;  is  patron.  The  funds 
for  fupporting  the  poor,  confift  of  a  capital  of  ijcl.  Sterling, 
under  the  management  of  the  kirk-feffion,  the  weekly  collec- 
tions made  at  church  and  occafional  fines.  The  annual  a- 
mount  of  the  contributions  is  at  an  average  J2I.  Sterling. 
The  number  of  poor  who  receive  regular  fuppUes  from  the 
funds,  is  14*  It  is  to  be  regreted  that  the  funds  are  too  fmall 
tofupply  the  neceffities  of  the  poor,  without  allowing  fuch 
as  are  able  to  go  about  to  beg.  Such  as  confine  themfelves 
within  the  bounds  of  the  parifb  receive  occafional  fuppHes 
from  the  funds. 
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SthooU.-^lxi  the  parochial  fchool  are  Uught  EogliOi,  Latin, 
writing,  and  arithmetic*  The  fchoolmafter's  (alary  ia  aoe 
merks  Scots.  There  is  one  charity  ichool  in  Glenfliee,  en- 
dowed with  a  yearly  falary  by  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  pro- 
ing  Chriftian  Knowledge.  At  particular  times  of  the  year, 
dpecially  in  winter,  fome  perfons  voluntarily  afiume  the  of- 
fice of  fchoolmafters  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  parifli^  and 
teach  reading  of  EngliOi  and  writing. 

Language. — ^The  prevailing  language  in  the  pariQi  is  the 
Gaelic.  A  diale£t  of  the  ancient  Scotch,  alfo,  is  underftood, 
and  currently  fpoken.  Thefe  two,  by  a  barbarous  intermix- 
ture,  mutually  corrupt  each  other.  All  the  names  of  places 
arQ  Gaelic. 

Jtntiquiiies  and  Curio/ities.-^\n  the  middle  of  a  pretty  extcn- 
five  and  elevated  heathy  moor,  (lands  a  large  heap  of  ftones, 
or  cairn,  yo  yards  in  circumference,  and  about  25  feet  in 
height.  The  (tones  of  which  it  is  compofed  are  of  various 
fizes,  but  none  of  them,  as  far  as  they  are  viCble,  large  ;  and 
appear  to  have  been  thrown  together  without  orderr  They 
are  in  a  good  meafure  covered  with  mofs,  and  in  fome  parts 
overgrown  with  weeds.  This  circumftance  argues  the  great 
antiquity  of  the  cairn ;  for  the  circumjacent  ground  being 
covered  with  heath,  and  of  a  (irm  mould,  a  long  time  muft 
have  elapfed,  before  fo  much  earth  or  duft  could  have  been 
colle£ted  by  the  wind,  and  lodged  among  the  ftones,  as  to 
form  foil  for  the  nouri(hment  of  plants.  Round  this  cairn 
are  fcattered,  at  different  diftances,  a  great  number  of  {mai- 
ler cairns.  They  are  generally  found  in  groups  of  eight  or 
ten  together.  They  are  all  covered  more  or  lefs  with  mofs 
or  heath.  About  a  furlong  to  the  weftward  of  the  great 
^airn  arc  the  veftigesy  quite  diftind)  of  two  concentric  circu- 
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lar  fences  of  ftoney  the  outer  cirde  being  about  $0  feet,  and 
the  inner  32  feet  in  diameter.  There  are  alfo  the  veftiges 
of  Fix,  perhaps  more,  fingle  ci^ular  inclofures  of  ftone,  from 
32  to  36  feet  in  diameter,  lying  at  different  diftances  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  cairn.  Two  parallel  ftone  fences  ex* 
tend  from  the  eait  fide  of  the  cairn,  nearly  in  a  ftraight  line, 
to  the  fouthward,  upwards  of  100  yards.  Iliefe  fences  are 
bounded  at  both  extremities  by  fmall  cairns,  and  feem  to 
form  an  avenue  or  approach  to  the  great  cairn  of  32  feet  in 
breadth.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  all  thefe  are  re« 
Hques  of  Druidifm ;  that  the  'great  cairn  is  one  of  thofe  at 
which  they  celebrated  their  folemn  feflivals  in  the  beginning 
of  fummer  and  the  beginning  of  winter,*  when  they  offer- 
ed facrificesy  adminiilered  judice,  &c. ;  and  that  the  circles 
and  lefler  cairns,  muft  have  been  the  fcenes  of  fome  other 
religious  rites,  of  which  the  memory  and  knowledge  are  now 
loft.  Similar  cairns  are  to  be  fcen  in  the  neighbouring  pa- 
riOies,  and  iti  different  parts  of  the  Highlands ;  but  this  pa- 
ri(h  has  to  boaft  of  a  more  uncommon  and  remarkable  mo- 
nument of  Druidical,fuperftition. 

About  a  mile  N.  E.  from  the  above  mentioned  great 
cairn,  on  a  flat-topped  eminence,  furrounded  at  fome  diftance 
with  rocky  hills  of  conGderable  height,  and  deep  afcent, 
ftands  one  of  thofe  racking  ftones  which  the  Druids  are  faid 
to  have  employed  as  a  kind  of  ordeal  for  dete£liug  guilt;  in 

doubtful 


•  8m  Smich't  Gaelic  Antiquities,  page  3r« ;  alfo  Stattftical  Account,  V«l.  XU 
page  6iX.  The  praAice  of  lighting  bonfires  on  the  firft  night  of  winter,  ac- 
companied with  various  ceremonies,  ftill  prevails  in  this  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Highland  pariihes.  The  cuilom,  too,  of  making  a  fire  in  the  fields,  hik^ 
ing  a  confecrated  cake,  &c.  on  the  zft  of  May,  is  noc  quite  worn  out. 
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doubtful  cafes,  f  This  ftone  is  placed  on  the  plain  furface 
of  a  rock  level  with  the  ground.  Its  fliapc  is  quadrangular 
approaching  to  the  figure  of  a  rhombus^  of  which  the  great- 
er diagonal  is  7  feet,  and  the  Icflcr  5  feet.  Its  mean  thick- 
nefs  is  about  2^  feet.  Its  folid  contents  will  therefore  be 
about  51,075  cubical  feet.  As  it  is  of  very  hard  and  folld 
whindone,  its  weight,  reckoning  the  cubical  foot  at  8  ftones 
3  pounds,!  may  be  reckoned  to  be  418  ftonc  5  pounds,  or 
within  30  pounds  of  3  tons.  It  touches  the  rock  on  which 
it  reds  only  in  one  linr,  which  is  in  the  fame  plane  with  the 
Jeiu'r  diagonal,  and  its  lower  furface  is  convex  toward  the 
extremities  of  the  greater  dvngonal.  By  prcfiing  down  ci- 
ther of  the  extreme  corners,  and  withdrawing  the  preflure, 
titer natciy,  a  rocking  motion  is  produced,  which  may  be  en- 

creafed 

f  The  creed  of  the  Celts  refpe&isg  thcfc  roclLng  or  judgment  fioaei,  it 
wdl  cxpreiTed  by  Mr  Mafon. 


-Behold  yon  huge 


And  unhewn  fphere  of  living  adamant, 

"Which,  poifed  by  magic,  rclts  iu  cenual  weight 

On  yonder  pcnird  rock ;  firm  at  it  feemt. 

Such  is  its  ftrangc  and  virtuous  property, 

It  qioves  obfcquious  to  the  gentlcft  touch  > 

Of  him  whofc  bread  is  pure  ;  but  to  a  traitor 

Tho'  even  a  giant's  proweft  nerv*d  his  arm 

It  (lands  ai  fiiM  as  Saowdon.  CAt  AtTACv^ 

It  is  fuppofed,  with  much  appearance  of  reafon,  th^t  this  ordeal,  thoagk 
It  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar  to  be  an  appeal  to  the  judgmciit  of  tbo 
Supreme  Bcin^'x,  was  in  fail  fubfenriint  to  the  defignv  of  the  Dmidkal  priefii 
who  conduced  it ;  and  that  by  fome  expedient,  they  contrived  to  make  the 
iffue  of  the  trial  corrrfpond  either  to  the  judgmeot  which  they  had  prcvi^- 
ly  formed  of  tlic  cafe,  or  to  their  dcfigns  regarding  the  culprit. 

f  A  ru.nc  of  the  fame  quality  with  the  rocking  ftone,  wts  gtnged  asA 
weighed,  and  found  to  weigh  at  the  rate  of    ftooci  3  Uk.  the  cvbie  foot. 
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<:rcafed  fo  much,  that  the  diftance  between  their  loweft  de- 
preffion  and  highcft  elevation  is  a  full  foot.  When  the  pref- 
fure  is  wholly  withdrawn,  the  ftone  will  continue  to  rock, 
till  it  has  made  26  or  more  vibrations  from  one  fide  to  the 
other,  before  it  fettles  in  its  natural  horizontal  pofition. 
Both  the  lower  fide  of  the  ftone,  and  the  furface  of  the  rock 
on  which  it  refts,  appear  to  be  worn  and  roughened  by  mu- 
tual friftion.  There  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the 
form  and  relative  fituation  of  the  furrounding  grounds,  that 
this  ftone  muft  have  been  placed  in  its  prefent  pofition  by  the 
labour  of  men.  It  will  hardly  be  thought,  therefore,,  an  ex- 
travagant degree  of  credulity,  to  refer  its  origin  to  the  fame 
period  with  thofe  other  tribunals  of  a  fimilar  conftrudion, 
mentioned  by  writers  who  have  treated  of  the  cuftoms  of  the 
ancient  Celts-  This  opinion  is  however  the  more  confirm- 
ed, from  finding,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  ftone,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  other  Druidical  relics.  On  the  -north 
fide  of  the  ftone,  at  the  diftance  of  60  yards,  on  a  fmall  emi- 
nence, are  2  concentric  circles,  fimilar  to  that  already  de- 
fcribed,  and  a  fingle  circle  adjoining  to  them  on  the  eaft 
fide.  Beyond  this,  at  37  yards  diftance,  on  another  fmall 
eminence,  is  another  pair,  of  concentric  circles,  \vith  a 
fingle  one  adjoining  to  them  on  the  eaft  fide.  Beyond 
thefe,  at  45  yards  diftance,  \%  a  third  p^ir  of  concentric 
circles,  with  their  adjacent  circle  on  the  eaft  fide.  Far- 
ther on  to  the  north  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  90  yants,  is  a 
fingle  circle,  and  befide  it  on  the  weft  lide,  two  reftangular 
enclofures  of  37  feet  by  12  ;  alfo  a  caiin  23  or  24  yards  in 
circumference,  and  about  12  feet  hij^h  in  the  centre.  Several 
fmall  cairns  are  fcaltered  in  the  nei;^'hbourhood  :  1 20  yards 
weft  from  the  rocking  ftone  is  a  pair  of  concentric  circles, 
with  a  fmall  fingle  circle  befide  tVem  of  7  feet  in  diameter. 
All  the  pairs  of  concentric  circles  are  of  the  fame  dimenfions, 

the 
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the  inner  one  being  about  32  feet,  and  the  outer  about  45 
or  46  feet  in  diameter ;  and  all  of  them  have  a  breach  or 
door-way  four  or  five  feet  wide  on  the  fouth  fide.  The  fin- 
gle  circles  are,  in  general,  from  32  to  36  feet  in  diameter^ 
and  have  no  breach.  The  Tcftiges  of  all  thofc  ftruflurcs  arc 
perfeftly  diftinft,  and  many  of  the  ftones  (till  retain  the  c- 
rt€t  pofture  in  which  all  of  them  had  probably  been  placed 
at  iirft.  Cairns  and  circles  fimilar  to  thofe  defcribed  are  to 
be  feen  in  other  hills  of  this  parifli,  pardcularly  between 
Strathardle  and  Gkndeiby.  The  derated  fituation  and  cold 
expofure  in  which  thefe  tuins  ly,  have  prtferved  them  from 
being  ever  difturbed  by  the  plough,  which  has  effaced,  and 
probably  deilroyed  ruins  of  the  fame  kind  in  other  places. 
There  arc  likewife  fereral  tall  creft  ftones,  called  here  in 
Gaelic,  Crom-leaca,  or  Clach-(hleuchda,  JIoms  of  nvarjbip. 
Some  of  thefe  are  5  and  fofne  6  feet  above  the  ground,  and 
may  be  funk  a  confiderable  way  under  the  furfacc,  from  their 
remaining  fo  long  in  the  fame  pofition ;  for  a  fuperftitious 
regard  is  paid  them  by  the  people,  none  venturing  to  remove 
them,  though  feme  of  them  are  fituated  in  the  middle  of  com 
fields. 

Manners  and  O^.^w/.— The  people  are  humane  and  hof- 
pitable  to  ftrangers,  of  a  fpirit  fomewhat  independent,  but  a- 
vcrfe  from  a  military  life.  The  greatcft  fault  in  their  gene- 
ral chara<£%er  is,  that  they  are  too  much  difpofed  to  litigation, 
for  which  they  arc  noted  by  their  neighbours*  Three  (he- 
riftofficcrs,  and  a  conftablc,  refiding  within  the  parith,  find 
abundance  of  cmployn>ent.  They  are  rather  inclined  alfo 
to  be  jealous  of  each  other,  and  fcem  at  times  more  anxious 
to  repel  encroachments,  than  to  improve  their  own  poflcf- 
Cons.  The  younger  part  of  the  people  are  (howy  in  their 
drefs,  but  frugal  in  their  diet.     Shooting  matches,  and  rural 

balls, 
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bails,  aie  frequ«nt  at  the  holy  fcafon.  Foot  ball  is  a  com- 
inon  aiBttfemcnt  with  the  fchobl  boys,  who  alfo  preferve  the 
Cttftom  of  cock-fighting  on  Shrove  Tuefday.  All  the  people 
are  of  the  eftaUifhed  religion^  except  one  or  two  families  of 
papifts  in  Glenthee.  ^ 

Difadvantages. — The  pariih  is  divided  from  all  the  neigh* 
touring  di(lri£ls  by  hUIs,  moft  of  them  feveral  miles  broad. 
It  n  feparated  from  the  market  towns,  and  from  the  Stor* 
month,  (whence  it  isfupplied  with  meal  and  corn  and  other 
tieceffary  articles)  by  a  hill,  though  not  high,  of  very  fteep 
afcent  on  both  Gdes.  This  proves  a  great  bar  in  the  way  o£ 
carriage.  Tlie  intercourfe  of  ihe  people  with  each  other,  is 
in  fome  meafure  diiHcult  and  dangerous  i  iis  over  the  rapid 
river  which  runs  through  Strathardle,  there  /is  no  proper 
bridge  from  the  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  There  was  fori^ 
merly  a  bridge  of  three  arches  at  the  village  of  Kirkmichael  \ 
but  two  of  the  arches  fell  about  40  years  ago,  and  have  ne- 
ver fince  been  re-built :  and  the  only  fubftitute  for  thefe  ar- 
ches, is  long  planks  laid  acrofs  the  river,  fupported  by  the 
remaining  pillars  of  the  old  bridge. 

A  kind  of  bar,  called  a  keith,  laic!  acrofs  the  river  at  Blair- 
gowrie, by  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  the  falmon  fiihery 
there,  effcftually  prevents  the  falmon  from  coming  up  the 
rivers  of  Ardle  and  Shee*  This  is  a  grievance  which  the 
people  think  thcmfelves  juftly  entitled  to  complain  of 

The  tenants  in  different  parts  of  the  parifh  ftill  perform 
fome  fervices  to  their  landlords,  fuch  zt  day's  work  in  ha^ 
time  and  harveft,  or  at  fuel. 

Few  of  the  tenants  enjoy  Icafes  of  their  farms.  Holding 
their  fmall  pofleflions  by  a  fhort  and  uncertain  tenure,  they 
are  kept  continuatly  in  a  (late  of  abje£l  dependance  on  their 
landlords.  -  It  muft  be  manifeft  to  every  obfcrver,  that  the 
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fituation  in  which  the  p^fantry  are  thus  retained^  has  a 
ftrong  tf^ndcncy  to  reprcfs  the  exertions  of  induftrj ;  to  ex- 
txngui(h  the  ardour  of  patriotifm,  that  attachment  to  his  na- 
tive foil,  which  glows  fpontaneoufly  with  fuch  warmth  in 
the  bread  of  a  Highlander  \  to  quench  the  fpirit  of  freedom 
and  independence,  and 

**  Freeze  the  genial  current  of  the  foul.'* 
Is  it  that  the  landlords  are  apprchenCvc  of  deriving  no  bene- 
fit to  themfelves  from  granting  leafcs ;  or  of  their  tenants 
tiot  having  money  or  fkill,  or  induftry,  for  making  improve- 
ments f  Or,  is  it,  that  the  tenants  are  unwilling  to  bind 
themfelves  for  a  number  of  years,  to  modes  of  cultivation, 
with  which  they  are  little  acquainted  ?  Or  is  it^  that  men, 
on  whonl  wealth  and  power  have  conferred  one  kind  of  fa- 
periority,  find,  in  the  exercife  of  that  fuperiority,  and  in  re- 
ceiving that  fervile  dependence  of  their  inferiors,  a  gratifica- 
tion which  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  relinquiih? 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER-  XXV. 
PARISH  OF  REDGORTON 

(CoDNTT  OF  Perth,  Presbytert  of  Perth,  Stnoji 
OF  Perth  and  Stirling.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  David  Moncrieff. 


Origin  (f  the  Name^ 


HE  name  o(  this  parifli  is  wrote  diflfercntly  Redgorc*' 

town,  contraded  Redgorton,  Rogertown,  and   Regorton. 

The  firft  feems  to  be  the  moft  ancient ;  and,  according  to 

Tttlgar  tradition,  is  derived  from  the  battle  of  Loncarty,  at 

wUch  time,  many  of  the  wounded  were  brought  to  the  cu« 

rate's  houfe,  which  from  thence  was  called  Redgoretown,  or 

the  town  of  the  red-gore,  Sind  afterwards  gave  that  name  to 

the  whole  pari(h.     Rogertown  is  derived  probably  from  the 

name  of  a  family,  Rogers,  now  entirely  extin£l ;  the  name  it« 

felf  is  now  become  obfolete*    The  other  name  Regorton,  is 

Gaelic,  and,  as  I   am  informed,  figniiies  in  that  language 

a  field  of  com* 

3X2  Extent. 
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Extent. — It  is  about  6  miles  long,  reckoning  from  Craig* 
ingall,  the  Weftmoft  point,  to  Safelanding,  the  Eaftmofta 
and  at  a  medium  near  2  miles  broad.  There  is  a  fmall  part 
pf  the  parifh  disjoined  from  the  reft,  which  is  about  6  miles 
didant  from  the  church,  running  along  the  foot  of  the  Gram* 
pian  Mountains,  and  interfered  by  a  neighbouring  parifli. 
The  lower  part  of  the  pari(h  extends  itfelf  in  an-irreguhft  fi- 
gure, running  along  the  rivers  Tay  and  Almond. 

.It  is  bounded  on  the  South  by  the  parifh  of  Tippermuir, 
pn  the  Weft  by  Methven,  on  the  North  by  Moneidy  and 
Aughtergaven,  and  on  the  Eaft  by  Scane« 

Situation^  SoU^  and  Air, — ^The  country  here  is  rather  hilly, 
but  the  high  grounds  are  neither  very  elevated  nor  fteep,  but 
rife  and  fall  gradually  towards  the  rivers,  where  the  land  is 
flat,  and  in  many  places  can  be  watered  by  the  adjacent  ri- 
vers. 

The  foil  is  generally  light,  though  in  fome  places  there  is 
a  mixture  of  clay  and  black  eartl^ ;  and»  where  it  is  drained, 
and  the  large  muir-ftones,  found  here  and  there,  either  taken 
pttt|  or  funk  below  the  depth  of  the  plough,^  the  land  is  abun- 
dantly fertile. 

The  fituation  of  this  panlh  being  more  elevated  than  fbmc 
of  the  neighbouring,  the  air  is  pure  and  healthy.  The  moft 
prevalent  diftemper  is  the  a^ue,  which,  however,  is  feldom 
mortal,  and  feems  almoft  confined  to  the  places  neareft  the 
rivers,  and  to  thofe  who  are  employed  in  the  public  works 
there. 

Rivers. — ^Thc  river  Tay  runs  along  the  Eaft  fide  of  the 
parifli.  Almond  on  the  South  and  Weft,  and  Shochie  and 
Qrdie  on  the  Weft.    All  the  rivers  in  tliis  part  of  the  coun- 


tiy  difcharge  themielvet  into  the  Tay»  which  is  the  largcfl: 
rirer  in  Scotland ;  and,*  when  joined  by  the  Earn,  below 
Perth)  18  fuppofed  to  contain  more  freth  water  than  the 
Thames-  There  is  a  fmall  lake  in  the  disjoined  part  of  this 
parifh,  remarkable  for  it's  depth  in  proportion  to  it*s  fiuface, 
which  produces  large  t|out  of  a  blackiih  colour,  from  one  to 
two  poond  weight,  and  upwards*  The  river  Tay«  in  this 
neighbourhood,  abounds  with  falmon,  from  fixteen  to  twen-» 
ty  pound  weight,  at  a  medium  \  fea,  or  white  trout,  from 
one  to  four  pound  \  bull  trout  from  one  to  thirty  pounds ; 
a  yellow  trout  from  two  pounds  and  downwards,  and  a  few 
pike  and  eels*  There  is  alfo  to  be  found  here  a  fmall  fca 
trout,  called  the  Lammas  whiting,  from  a  quarter  to  half  ai 
pound  weight,  df  exquifite  tafte.  It  is  fo  called,  frbm  its 
coming  up  from  the  fea  at  this  feafon.  The  falmon  and 
bull  trouts  are  caught  with  nets,  though  there  is  excellent 
rod-fifliing,  or  anglihg  in  Tay,  as  well  as  in  the  other  three 
rivers,  though  in  thefe  there  are  no  falmon  but  in  the 
fpawning  feafon.  The  falmon  fifhings  let  to  tackfmen,  a« 
mount  to  about  1501.  annually*  The  fahnon  is  one  of  tfafl 
ftaples  in  this  country,  and  is  generally  fent  to  the  London 
market,  or  up  the  Mediterranean.  When  fold  here,  they 
bring  in  Spring  9d.  a  pound,  and  5d*  in  Summer  i  though, 
till  within  thefe  30  years,  they  were  fold  at  ad  per  pound, 
and  were  fo  very  plentiful,  (the  export  trade  being  not  then 
known)  that  in  Perth  and  the  neighbourhood,  the  fervants 
made  an  article  at  hiring  time,  that  they  fliould  not  get  it 
above  twice  a-week«  • 

Antlquitiis. — It  was  in  this  parifli  that  the  famous  battle 
ef  Loncarty  was  fought,  at  the  end  of  the  loth  century,  un- 
der the  reign  of  Kenneth  III,  betwixt  the  Scots  and  the 
pwcs  i  which  was  fo  decifive,  that  of  the  enemy  engaged  in 

battle. 
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battle,  according  to  tradition,  thpfe  who  efcapcd  the  fword 
were  drowned  in  the  river,  which  was  then  fwelled  bj  the 
rams,  and  orerfiowed  its  banks.* 

*  It  was  for  their  gallant  behariour  at  this  BumorabU  battle,  that  the  £§• 
Biily  of  the  Hayi  were  enoblcd,  under  the  name  of  Hay  of  Errol,  and  had 
for  their  arms,  tfr^M/,  three  efitutebecmttgttleSf  with  the  yoke  and  bow  infcribed. 
The  coRiDion  report  it  fupported  by  the  teftimony  of  HeAor  Boethia,  and 
Buchanan,  that,  on  the  firft  onCet,  our  countrymen  gave  way,  and  were  pur* 
lucd  by  the  vld/>riout  Danes  through  the  adjacent  fieldf.  Thia  being  ob* 
Icrred  by  a  farmer  ot  the  name  of  Hay,  or  Haia,  and  hii  two  font,  who 
were  plowing  in  the  adjacent  fields,  they  took  The  yokes  and  bows  of  their 
ploughs,  croffed  the  river  Tay,  and,  thus  accoutred,  having  taken  a  ftand  at 
•  narrow  pa&,  ftopped  their  fugitive  countrymen,  rallied  them,  letfwed 
the  battle,  drove  the  Danes  into  the  river,  and  thofe  that  vrere  not  drownrdt 
were  cut  to  pieces.  After  this  great  daughter,  the  King  went  with  chde 
three  valiant  Heroes  in  triumphant  proccfiion  into  the  town  of  Perth ;  and 
next  day  holding  an  afiembly  of  the  Sutes,  at  Scone,  it  was  decreed  to  give 
the  venerable  old  Champion  the  choke  of  the  hounds  chafe,  or  the  lakons 
if ght,  as  a  pofieffion  fuiuble  to  the  honours  confeifed  on  him ;  and,  carry- 
ing him  up  to  Kinnoul  Hills,  where  the  Danifli  camp  had  lately  been,  that 
he  might  have  a  profped  of  the  fine  country  lying  below,  great  part  of  which 
was  to  be  his  inheritance,  he  made  choice  of  the  Falcon's  flight.  The  bird 
took  its  flight  from  the  top  of  one  of  thcfc  hills,  and  it  alighted  on  a  fiooe 
by  the  river  of  Tay,  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  honfe  of  Errol,  where  it 
Ifamds  at  this  day,  and  is  flill  called  the  /d/eM*j,  •r  bavtk'*/Umt.  All  the  inter* 
mediate  lands  were  given  in  property  to  this  family,  but  have  fince  been  par« 
relied  out  to  diflerent  branches,  and  have  been  fold  to  others ;  unlefs  that 
part  of  the  eflate,  which  is  ftill  held  by  Hay  of  Leys,  one  of  the  eldeft  ca- 
dets of  this  noble  family.  The  country  people  fliU  fliow  the  rtdges  of  where 
%\yc  brave  Hay  and  his  fon  were  ploughing  when  they  joined  the  battk,  and 
they  were  diftinguilhed  from  the  reH  of  the  field  by  fmall  ftripes  of  grafs,  or 
baulks, on  each  fidr,  which  no  farmer  ever  dared  to  break  up  till  within  thcfe 
three  years.*  They  Hill,  alfo,  fliow  you  the  nanow  pafs,  where  the  Hayi 
rallied  their  flying  countrymen,  which  is  now  levelled  down.  I  have  feen  it 
Mitire,  when  it  much  rcfcmbled  the  fmall  Roman  flations,  which  are  to  be 
ieen  in  many  places  of  Scotland,  though  not  fo  regular.  They  point  out  the 
tarn  agah ,  biUoeki^  where  the  Danes  began  to  retreat,  and  the  hoUow  vray, 
Wider  cover  of  which  the  Clans  furroundcd  the  Danes.    I  have  fcen  a  great 

number 
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Modern  Hf/lory  and  Imprwements. —Tht  modern  hiftory  of 
this  parifli,  wUl  appear  to  the  Statcfman,  to  be  much  morq 
ufcful  than  a  minute  account  of  its  antiquities.  * 

Cromwell 

tfumber  o£  tumuli,  or  tiuirows,  fcattered  over  the  fietd  of  battle,  where  the 
dead  were  buried,  not  raifed  in  any  regular  order ,>or  in  one  place,  but  where 
ever  the  (lain  fell  in  the  greateil  number* ;  but  they  are  now  almoft  levelled 
with  the  reft  of  the  ground.    I  have  feen  many  of  them  opened,  and  the 
light  aihes  found  there  in  great  quantities,  evince  the  nature  of  their  contents.' 
Some  of  the  bones  have  been  dug  out  quite  entire,  particularly  a  large  hu- 
man ikul),  the  jawrbone  and  teeth  being  entire,  in  the  piefence  of  the  late 
Dr  Bofwe)l,who  lodged  it  in  the  Edinburgh  Mufaeum.  In  thefe,  and  through 
the  whole  field,  which  may  contain  near  three  hundred  Scotch  acres,  there 
hive  been  foond  hilts  and  blades  of  fwords,  fpears,  and  bitts  of  bridkk-^ 
Some  of  thefe  were  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  neighbouring  gentlen|en,  aid 
there  it  a  houfe  carpenter,  who  made  of  them  planes,  iaws,  and  tools  of  hnf 
bandry.    The  field  of  battle,  till  of  late,  was  grown  over  with  heath  and 
brulhwood,  but  is  now  cultivated,  and  become  a  rich  field  of  com,  fo  that, 
in  a  literal  fenfe,  <*  the  fwords  have  been  beat  into  plough  Ihares,  their  fpeart 
into  pruniug  hooks,  and  the  deiert  land  has  become  a  fruitful  field."    Thefe, 
and  many  other  circumfiances,  too  minute  to  rehte,  were  told,  and  pointed 
out  to  me,  with  at  much  enthufiafm,  efpecially  by  an  old  man  of  the  name 
of  Blair,  whofe  adcefiors  had  been  long  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood,  at 
if  tliey  had  happened  in  his  own  time.    The  only  remains  of  the  famout 
battle  now  to  be  feen,  the  laft  of  the  tumuli  being  levelled  two  years  ago^ 
are  the  graves  where  the  Danlfh  General  and  Officers  were  buried,  at  the 
head  of  which  there  are  large  (lones  fiill  Handing,  and  a  houfe  latdy  bha- 
bited,  called  to  this  day  Denfmari,    To  confirm  the  truth  of  this  ancient 
piece  of  hiftory,  we  have  the  uninterrupted  tradition  of  the  country,  the  tef- 
timony  of  our  mod  ancient  Hiftorians,  the  undoubted  marks  of  a  battle,  the 
armorial  bearings  of  the  Errol  Family,  the  Bows  and  the  Yokes,  as  far  back 
as  the  twelfth  century ;  and  could  any  pieces  of  the  armour  be  difcovered,  of 
which  there  is  fome  probability,  Ihowing  their  origin  to  be  DaniOi,  it  would 
put  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt. 

Another  piece  of  antiquity  not  to  be  omitted,  is  the  continuation  of  the 
caufeway,  leading  from  the  Roman  camp  at  Ardoch,  which  crofles  the  Tay 
at  its  prefent  conflux  with  the  Almond.  At'this  pbce  there  are  the  remainf 
d£  a  Roman  ftatioD,  regubrly  formed  iotQ  »  f<|uare,  fiuxoundcd  with  a  deep 

Itff 


518  Statijlical  Account 

Cramtueil  P»rL—l  (htll  begin  at  the  Weft  end,  tfui  pio^ 
ceed  TCgulariy  towanb  ths  Eaft.    The  firft  cbjcGt  defenring 

nodoe 

{bflc,  which  his  bee  o  for  fome  yean  gndoally  wafbiiig  away  hf  the  ortr* 
fowiag  of  the  Alaood.  There  hare  been  dug  up  ieveral  eartheo  nrna,  fil- 
led with  httfiun  afl&et ;  particiUarly  a  large  one,  about  half  ao  iiith  in  thick- 
aeft,  made  of  a  very  fine  ckj  of  a  brown  colour,  plated  on  the  infide  with 
brafs»  almoft  confiiroed,  and  covered  with  vrrdigrcere,  conuiniog  about  ten 
Bng Ufli  galloni.  Another  very  curious  otie  difcovercd,  was  fmaller  than  the 
former^  the  contcnu  of  which  were,  a  few  aflics  of  oak-wood,  and  part  of  a 
lachrymatory,  which  was  a  fmall  glafs  phial,  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
oeia>  containing  about  an  Englifh  quart  and  a  half;  at  the  bottom  of  another 
of  thefe  was  found  a  plate  of  lead,  weighing  about  two  ilone  weight,  with 
Roman  charaAert  inicribed. 

The  fianildatiett  of  a  wooden  bridge  thrown  over  the  Tay  at  this  place  ftill 
ramakM*  H  conlifts  of  large  oak  planki,  from  iiz  to  eight  inches  in  diameter, 
frftaned  together  by  long  fliairt,  but  qoarfcly  jointed,  and  furronaded  with 
cJafpi  of  troii»  frequently  twitted.  It  would  feem,  that  fcfewbolts,  and  fine 
made  Joints^  were  then  unknown.  I  caufed  one  of  them  to  be  raifed  (bote 
years  ago,  *t  the  rcqueft  of  the  late  Dr  Hope^  who  aifured  me  that  the  fa- 
bric of  the  wood  was  not  in  the  lead  decayed.  At  the  other  end,  beyond 
this  bridge,  to  the  Mbcth  £aft,  there  are  fome  remains  of  the  continuation  of 
the  caofeway,  aknoft  as  br  as  Blairgowi  ie,  beyond  which  there  are  no  tra- 
cct  of  this  famous  military  road  to  be  difcove red.  This  gives  great  credit 
to  the  report  of  the  battle  betwiat  Agricola  and  Galgactu  being  fought  in 
that  neighbourhood.  Tacitus  informs  ns,  that  his  father-in-Uw  Agricola 
inec  with  a  heavy  ftroke  in  the  death  of  his  only  fon^an  infant,  whick  great- 
ly attidled  him*  Afterwards  he  led  his  army  to  the  foot  of  the  Grampians 
where  this  battle  was  fought,  and  where  Agricola,  not  without  much  blood- 
Ihedt  tfemaiaed  maftcr  of  the  field.  In  this  engagement^  Aulius  Atticuf, 
captaia  of  a  oohart,  waa  killed.  He  was  efteemed  by  Agricola,  and  much  la- 
mented by  him  and  the  army.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the  Urge  omament- 
od  wm  flontaiaed  the  a&es  of  Agricob*s  foa,  and  that  the  imaiier  one  with 
the  lachrynutory,  the  aflics  of  Atticus,  who  would  be  interred  with  military 
hoaosrs*  The  proicat  courfe  of  the  Almond,  though  near  the  military  road 
and  itafioB^  is  aboot  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  from  its  jun^ion  with 
the  Tay  in  fanaar  times.  This  river  anciently  had  its  courfe  by  Ruthven 
Caftct  now  HttOtinglower,  where  there  is  ftiU  a  finatl  rlTukt,  known  by 
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coticc  IS  Cromwell  Park.  This  was  lately  cnclofcd  with  :| 
Hone  dyke^  and  may  contain  about  one  hundred  and  fixty 
Vol-  XV,  3  Y  acres 

the  name  of  Old  Almond.  At  this  place  there  was  a  Royal  Fort,  and  a  fmaU 
village  called  Bartha,  which  was  carried  down  the  river  in  the  night  time  bf 
a  ^ery  great  inundation.  King  William  the  fir  ft,  furnamcd  the  Lion,  had 
his  yoongefi  fon,  John,  with  bis  nnrfc,  and  fonrteea  of  hia  domeftks,  cairicd 
down  the  river  and  drowned.  This  happened  in  the  year  one  choufaod; 
t«ro  hundred  and  ten;  fo  far  Buchanan,  and  his  prcdece0br  Bae- 
cius  defer ve  credit,  and  their  naration  is  confirmed  by  other  hiflorians,  a« 
Well  aa  by  the  conftant  tradition  But  that  the  King,  about  two  years  af- 
terwards, removed  the  remains  tt>  the  prefint  fite  of  the  town  of  Perth, 
which  he  afterwards  called  Perth,  or  Perthai,  is  by  no  means  de&rving  of 
equal  credit.  That  Penh  has  been  overflowed  by  the  waters  of  the  Tay,  « 
certain,  but,  from  the  digging  for  the  foundation  of  fome  houCes  lately 
bailt,  there  have  been  difcovered  paved  ftreets,  from  three  to  ten  feet  deep, 
fo  that  it  ha»  probably  always  ftood  on, or  near  to  its  prefent  fituatiou.  This 
opinion  is  ftrengthened  by  ti)is  circvmfiance,  that  the  charter  granted  by 
%Jin%  William  is  only  a  nova  damui,  or  a  renewal  of  a  former  charter. 

There  are,  in  various  parts,  remains  of  Diuidical  places  of  worlhipi  aii4 
judgment,  particnUrly  at  Uver  Beuchil,  where  there  are  twelve  large  dooet 
fct  on  end,  and  one  larger  in  the  middle.  At  Tome  finall  diftanee,  there  are 
other  two,  the  one  with  nine,  and  the  other  with  feven,  and  what  is  peculiar 
with  thefe  here  and  eUewhere,  is,  that  the  number  it  aUmayt  an  odd  one. 

There  are  Urge  heaps  of  ftones  near  Pitcairn,  icalled.peiia|^  cainu,  wbiolis 
according  to  the  tradition  of  the  conptry,  were  coUcded  by  way  of  pcnaDoi 
an  the  time  of  popery.  They  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  apopiih  chepcl, 
which  is  now  in  ruins. 

Abont  a  qnauer  o!  a  mile  below  Scanley,where  the  river  Tay  is  of  confi* 
fiderable  breadth,  there  is  a  natural  ridge  of  rocl(s  that  SQgM.acrofctlia.  iN««| 
almoft  forming  an  arch,  which,  at  the  top,  within  thefe  thirty  yeacsy  was  onlv 
eighteen  feet  wide  :  but  the  arches  were  thrown  down  of  Urte,  in  order  to 
build  a  dam  dyke  lor  an  inlet  of  «Be  water  to  Luncarty  Bleachfitld.  Two  fi* 
miUr  arches  were  formed  over  the  river  Ahnond,  where  they<  were  but  of ' 
late  widened  for  fimilar  putpofes.  The  fabric  of  thefe  is  not  inferior  io'poiot 
•r  fymmetry  to  the  work  of  the  moft  ingenions  architeA,  but  greatly  fkrpaii 
the  arc  of  homan  hands  in  jiotnt  of  ftrengtb. 

I  flidl  clole  this  aceowit  of  the  atitH]nttiet  of  tfaisparifli,  by  obferviag, 
I  «hatfaiaMd|aUeetoibM4tyCmowinPuky  die  report  it,  that  the  Pro. 

tt^or 
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acres.  The  proprietor,  about  fourteen  years  ago,  oflfercd  to 
let  the  whole  for  a  rent  of  thirty  pounds  ftcrhng ;  now  rt 
is  become  the  feat  of  two  large  manufaflures,  a  cotton  mill, 
and  a  print-field,  and  brings  to  the  proprietor  of  the  land  an 
hundred  a- year  •,  but,  if  we  take  in  the  improvement  of  the  ^ 
adjoining  fields,  ncceflirily  conncfted  with  thcfe  grcai  works, 
its  value  can  fcarcely  beeftimated.  About  twelve  years  ago, 
Mr  William  M* Alpine,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Glafgow, 
a  clergyman's  fon,  who  had  been  bred  a  callico  print. r, 
came  to  view  this  country,  and  having  beheld  with  afto- 
nifliment  the  great  quantity  of  frefli  water,  the  nu- 
merous falls  for  working  machinery  by  vatcr,  made 
choice  of  this  fpot  for  crcfting  a  cotton  mill  an^l  print-field. 
Enlarging  his  views  as  he  difcovered  more  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  (Ituation  of  the  neighbourhood  near  Perth,  he  fct 
down  very  extenfive  works  for  printing  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Tay,  in  the  parifti  of  Scone,  now  called  Srormontfieid  ; 
and  {howed,  in  all  his  operations,  an  extent  of  genius,  hither- 
to  unknown  in  this  part  of  the  country.  But,  fuch  is  the  fa- 
tality of  all  human  fchemes,  ndt  content  with  his  views  in 
this  country,  he  unhappily  involved  himfclf  with  feme  of 
the  great  hoafes  in  Manchefter,  who  failed  fome  years  age, 
by  the  market  being  ovetftocked  with  cottons,  and  with  them 
he  fell.  However,  the  fplrit  he  raifcd  in  tins  neighbourhood, 
caught  fome  pf  the  wealthy  people  in  Perth,  who  hitherto 
had  not  obferved  their  natural  and  local  advanlr.gcs.  Now  a 
company  of  Perth  merchants  carry  on  here  both  the  fpin- 
ning  cotton  and  printing  calicoes.   The  printing,  in  the  year 

preceding  the  fixth  of  July,  feventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
one, 

te&or  had  a  fmall  advanced  camp,  to  check  the  inraads  of  the  Ht^laoden 
into  Perth,  which  afterwards  g»yt  the  name  to  thii  field,  which  it  Aill  re- 
taliw.  In  digging  the  fouodatUni  of  k  cotton  mill,  vhich  haa  latelf  been  t* 
rt6^d  there,  fquare  iron  (hot  of  thirty-two  pounds  weight  were  found,  whidi 
gives  credibility  to  the  commoo  report,  which  hai  never  been  doubted. 
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oiie;  simountiBd  to  198,288  fquare  yards  of  calicoes  and  li^ 
nens«  and  has  fince  varied,  more,  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
demand.  When  the  cotton  mill  is  fi^iflied,  it^will  contaiii 
about  four  thoufand  fpindles,  ahd  g;ive  employment  to  near 
nine  hundred  hands.  There  arc  about  one  hundred  and  fi& 
ty  employed  in  various  branches  of  the  printing  buGnefs,  bc- 
fides  their  familiesl 

Piicqlrn  Green. — Adjoining  to  thefc,  and  'dependant  oii 
them,  is  the  village  of  Pitcaira-gteen,  which  is  only  in  its  in- 
fancy \  but  of  which  Mrs  Cowley,  in  het  elegant  poem  on 
this  riCng 'Village,  predi£is,  that  it  will  one  day  rival  Manchef^ 
ter.     May  her  prophecy  be  fobn  accomt)Ii{hed ! 

BattUby. — ^Procjeding  eaftward,  the  next  village  is  Battle^ 
by,  near  where  the  battle  of  Loncarty  was  fought,  but  as  yet 
there  are  few  houfes  built.  It  is  meant  fbr.weavers>  and 
to  accommodate  the  Loncarty  company. 

Loncarty.-^AhoMt  half  a  mile  further  on,  is  Loncartyi 
where  (land  the  works  crefted  by  the  late  Mr  William  Sande- 
liian.  •  There  is  a  large  farm  here,  and  though  the  foil  is  rather 
Barren,  the  hand  of  induftry  lias  wrought  wohders.  I  have 
with  pleafiire  frequently  beheld  tiiis  ingenious  man  pointing 
ciut  to  fErangers  a  fmall  field  containing  about  fix  acres» 
which  he  intended  for  bleaching  thread,  and  to  which  he  ori- 
ginally defigned  to  confine  bU  attention  in  that  branch  of 
bufihefs.  iSiit  fcarce  was  it  finifhed,  when  his  ideas  expand"' 
cd,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  pad,  there  have  been 
eighty  acfcs  or  upwards  covered  with  cloth,  which  has  been 
whitened  and  dreffed  cither  after  the  Dutch  or  Irifli  mode, 
in  fo  perfe£l  a  manner,  that  as  yet  it  is  unrivalled  in  great 
firitain.  Mr  Sandeman  was  very  lucky  in  adopting  a  fldl- 
'     '       3  Y  t  fui 
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fnl  and  attentive  paJrtner^  Mr  Hc£lor  TurnbttUi  who  with 
gteat  ftti^cefs  conducted  the  operative  part  of  dit«  wotlc#^ 
Five  hundred  thouratul  fquare  yards»  at  a  meditttn>  are  bleach- 
ed annually ;  aAd  though  both  thefc  gentlemen  are  bow  dcad» 
(heir  fod8  and  d^fcendants  condu£l  matters  in  fuch  a  ma^ 
terly  way,  that  the  burin«fb  is  rather  increafing  for  thefe  two 
years  paft.    Befidcs  linens  of  various  defcriprions>  they  have 
how  begun  to  bleach  mulTms.     This  company  fpins  cotton 
by  jcanicB,  conftrufted  after  the  tnoft  approved  plan  ;  the 
carding  and  toting  are  performed  by  water.    They  employ 
albout  a  thouCand  fpindtes*    They  made  their  own  foap  and 
candles  till  of  late.    They  refine  their  old  lees,  and  froiu 
them  make  a(bes»    It  woiftld  fwell  this  narration  t<R>  muctu 
to  defcribe  roiuutely  the  various  and  extenfive  machinery, 
the  canals,  and  fprings  of  water,  conduced  at  very  coniider^ 
able  expence  to  keep  the  whole  in  motion*    I  (ball  only  add» 
that  fo  far  from  b^ing  as  yet  complete,  when  they  either  ob- 
tain a  new  leafe,  or  a  feu,  from  the  proprietor,  which  is  now 
in  agitation,  their  works  will  probably  be  greatly  enlarged , 
and  other  new  branches  of  manu£a£lure  introduced,  aa  they 
have  feveral  wat«r  falls  yet  unoccupied.    There  ate  more 
than  three  hundred  employed  here^  befides  their  families. 
.•  All  the  manufactures  I  have  taken  notice  of,  are  ereded 
on  the  eftate  of  Colonel  Graham  of  Balgowan,  who  has  three 
fourths  of  the  whole  pariih.     This  gentleman,  forfome  time 
paft,  has  given  confider able  attention  to  improving  his  lands, 
has  planted  with  great  tafte  many  thoufands  of  firs,  and  all 
manner  of  foreft;  wood  i  covered  with  trees  the  litdc  emi* 
nences  in  different  places ;  run  flips  of  planting  for  miles 
along  the  different  farms,  and  twixt  tlie  different  enclofures  s 
built  fences  with  ditches  and  quicks;  and  where  (tones 
could  be  got,  has  made  fnap  dykes,  which  form  an  imme- 
diate fence.   So  that  from  being  heath  and  uncultivated  land, 
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\A%  eitenfif e  eftate  has  become  almoft  a  garden :  and  how** 
^ver  brilliant  his  fervice  to  his  country  has  been,  in  raifing 
for  Government  two  bittalions  of  foldiers,  his  patriotifm,  irt 
improving  fo  much  wafte  land,  is  a  more  eflential  fervice^ 
and  will  continue  when  the  brilliancy  of  his  martial  exploits 
will  be  forgotten. 

Stanhy^ — After  pafling  Loncarf y  and  Mr  Graham*s  propef^ 
fy,  we  come  next  to  the  eftate  of  Nairn,  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Atboly  where  tlie  improvements  are  not  lefs  rapid 
and  worthy  of  notice.  The  moft  remarkable  objefl  here  is 
&e  cotton  mill  of  Stanley,  which  employs  about  looo  fpin« 
dies ;  and  beGdes  this,  there  is  now  ereding  a  mill  for  fpin« 
ning  flax ;  but  as  the^fite  of  bq{h  thefe  are  in  die  pJriOi  of 
Anghtergavin,  I  (hall  only  here  take  notice,  that  a  fmall  rivo* 
let  running  through  the  village,  divides  the  two  pariOies,  and 
lehen  the  ^hole  plan  is  completed,  there  will  be  more  than 
die  half  of  it  in  this,  befides  the  whole  of  their  prefent  farm; 
In  diat  part  of  the  village  belonging  to  Redgorton,  there  are 
at  pvefent  about  three  hundred  fouls. 

As  to  the  improvements  of  land,  what  is  remarkable,  is  this 
circumftance,  that  about  three  or  four  years  ago,  two  thirds 
were  heath,  and  now  they  are  fertile  fields  of  corn,  wheats 
and  grafs.  The  two  Tarms  moft  improved,  and  which  more 
immediately  catch  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  are  thofe  poficf- 
fed  by  Mr  James  Stobie,  land*(urveyer,  and  Mr  Charley 
Stewart,  on  each  of  which  there  are  ere£led  houfes  and  offi« 
ces  in  a  taftey  ftile. 

BeGdes  the  public  works  already  flientioned,  there  is  one' 
com  mill,  one  oil  ditto,  one  flour  ditto,  and  one  barley  ditto^ 
belonging  to  Lord  Methven,  at  the  mills  of  Pitcaim.  In  o- 
ther  places,  there  arc  two  com  mills^  belonging  to  Colonel' 
Graham. 

In 
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In  the  whole  of  this  parifh,  three  fourths  of  which  wett 
within  thefe  few  years  heath  and  fwamps:  th.re  are  little 
more  than  300  acres  of  muir,  the  reft  being  under  tiHage,  of 
covered  with  trees.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  psrifh  there  are 
3289  acres; 

Population. — In  the  year  1755  by  Dr  Webftcr's  computa- 
tion! tlie  numbers  were  1074.  There  muft  have  been  a  mifttfke 
here :  for  in  the  year  1 763,  whcrt  the  prefent  incumbent  wa» 
fettled,  by  an  accurate  furveyi  the  number  of  fouls  amounted 
to  little  more  than  600.  In  the  ydar  17721  they  amounted 
to  1700  and  odds,  and  now  to  21 23,  of  which  507  are  under 
10  yeartf  of  age-  Ekit  as  fome  of  the  manufa£lures  are  in  a 
flate  of  infancy,  and  as  there  are  not  yet  houfes  built  within 
the  parifli  fufficient  to  accomodate  thofe  employed  therein^ 
who  arc  obliged  to  lodge  in  the  neighbouring  pariOies,  the 

«prefent  numbers  are  but^n  imperfe£l  (ketch  of  the  hands 
employed  in  the  various  branches  of  trade.  Houfes  are  con- 
tinually building ;  fo  that,  in  a  few  years,  the  numbers  of  thi^ 
parifli  will  probably  be  doubled  \  particularly  at  the  cotton 
works  in  Cromwell  Park,  where  at  prefent  two  floors  only 
arc  filled  with  iftachinery ;  hut  before  Whitfunday  neit,  the 
whole  will  be  completed^  which  will  bring  an  increafe^of 

.400  or  500  inhabitants.       .  .  ; 

As  the  regifter  of  births  and  burials  is  not  accurately 
kept ;  as  poor  people  in  many  cafes  omit  entering  thcvt 
names  in  the*  regifter,  to  avoid  the  trifling  expence  of 
regiftration,  and  fome  bury  the  dead  without  the  afliftance 
of  the  fexton,  the  account  of  either  cannot  be  exa£l :  but 
from  the  moft  authentic  documents  that  can  be  collect- 
tAy  the  annual  births,  for  fome  time  paft,  at  a  medium,  a-i 
mount  to  fomewhere  betwixt  80  and  100,  the  burials  be- 
twixt 29  and  301  and  the  marriages  abotit  i8. 

Thcitf 
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There  arc  about  30  weavers,  but  their  number  will  foon 
jncreafe ;  three  fmithies,  and  two  mafter  houfe  carpenters,  be- 
fidcsthofe  belongin .  to  the  public  works  5  there  arc  feven  pu- 
blic houfcs,  but  three  would  be  perfefUy  fufficient  for  every 
ufeful  {jurpofe.  1  here  are  no  refiding  heritors,  neither  are 
there  here  any  phyficians,  lawyers,  or  attornies.  There  are 
14  farms,  of  which  10  are  the  property  of  Colonel  Graham. 
Befides  thefe,  are  many  fmajl  pofleflions,  having  attached  to 
them  from  one  to  ten  acres.  There  fcems  to  be  a  defign 
formed,  and  already  carried  into  execution  for  about  two 
miles,  to  connect  thefe  fmall  pendicles  and  the  various  villa- 
ges ;  fo  that  within  a  few  years,  the  whole  length  of  the  pa- 
ri(h,  which  is  about  fix  miles,  will  appear  as  one  connefted 
village.  There  ar^  no  oxen  ufcd  there,  eithA  for  plowing  or 
the  draught ;  and  as  the  common  plough  is  generally  drawn 
by  two  horfcs,  the  number  of  black  cattle  reared  here  is  but 
fmall,  and  generally  fold  at  the  age  of  two  or  three  years. 
There  is  not  a  man  or  woman  that  has  either  hand  or  limb 
witliout  employment- 

.  ProduHion^ — ^Thc  crops  raifed  here  are  wheat,  rye,  barley, 
oats,  peafe,  turnips,  flax,  potatoes,  and  giafs-fecds  of  various 
kinds ;  the  one  half  of  the  farms  being  generally  in  grafs. 
They  export  fomc  wheat  and  rye,  large  qi^antities  of  barley, 
fomc  young  cattle,  and  confiderablc  quantities  of  flates.  They 
import  fome  of  the  larger  kind  of  horfes,  and  great  quanti- 
ties of  oats  and  oat  meal.  There  are  two  fmall  pits  of  fliell- 
roarle,  and  the  rivers  Almond  and  Shockie  arc  lined  with  rock 
marie,  of  a  reddifli  colour.  They  generally  lay  50  bolls  of 
(hclKmarlc  on  the  acre,  but  four  times  that  quantity  of  rock 
marie ;  the  forme*  lofcs  it  virtue  within  five  years,  while  the 
fthcr  continues  to  operate  for  fifteen,  ^nd  feems  fully  to  com- 
pcofate  for  the  extra  expence  in  digging  and  carriage* 

In 
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In  the  lover  part  of  the  pari(h|  tliere  are  ^39  acres' ara« 
ble,  250  on^  natural  pafture,  300  planted,  and  nearly  as  oiuch 
in  heath«   There  is  a  roeafiuement  of  the  whole  pariOu 

Mtfcellanous  OherfervationSf^Advantaga.^^Yxom  the  local 
fituation  of  this  parifh,  it  is  both  healthy,  and  capable  of 
great  improvements,  from  there  being  water  falls  at  manf 
places  yet  unoccupied.  The  Gck  from  Perth,  which  is  aU 
mod  fituated  as  low  as  the  furface  of  the  river,  come  here 
to  breathe  a  purer  air,  and  to  recover  health.  The  difciples 
of  the  late  Mr  John  Glafs,  who  was  the  father  and  founder 
of  the  independents  in  Scotland,  can  atteft  the  truth  of  this. 
They  find  Ix)ncarty  a  place  both  chearful  and  nouriibing  \ 
from  which  the  wearied  feldom  go  without  refrefluncnt,  or 
the  hungry  without  being  fed.  The  work  people,  employed 
in  the  various  manufadlures,  are  diftinguiflied  from  their 
neighbours  by  the  cleanlinefs  and  ncatncfs  of  their  drefs, 
particularly  the  females,  who,  upon  this  account,  are  gcne^* 
rally  married  very  young.  There  is  a  fprightUnefs  and  vi- 
vacity in  their  manners,  which  is  very  engaja^ing  ;  and  on  all 
convivial  occafions,  efpecially  at  their  weddings,  as  they  are 
generally  taught  to  daxKe,  they  difplay  a  gaiety  and  order^ 
which  is  feldom  found  in  other  placea.  The  bounds  of  the 
pari(h  do  not  confine  this  humour,  but  it  has  diffufed  ttfelf 
through  tlie  whole  country ;  and  the  proprietors  of  thofe 
works  who  refide  in  Perth,  have  felt  its  influence.  1% 
place  of  travelling  in  carts,  and  being  jaded  00  backs# 
many  of  the  manufa£lurers  have  their  owo  hories  for 
riding,  aild  give  an  airing  to  their  wives  and.  childrent  tt 
genteel  carrigcs.  The  gentlemen  and  ladies  there,  axe  dreff 
fed  with  the  fame  elegance  th;^t  is  obferved  in  other  phcesi 
and  their  balls  and  aflemblies  are  no  lefs  bxiUiaot.  A  dr^ 
cumfUnce  deferving  notice^  is  this>  tkal.  about  thirty,  yfiar^ 
'        ^  a|0, 
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agO)  tlicfft  Were  H>ttly  three  or  four  chaire'6  In  Perth  to  be 
let  for  hkt^  and  now  there  are  fixteeti ;  and  xhefe  mud  be 
berpoke  fereral  days  before  they  are  needed,  otfaermfe  the 
intended  jaiint  muft  be  poftponed.  This  increafe  cannot 
be  akdgether  imputed  to  ftrangers  who  pafs  through  Perth 
as  a  thorough*>fare,  but  alfo  to  the  great  lYicreafe  of  the 
manufaAufCs,  which  fupply  not  only  the  neceflfaries,  but 
alfo  the  elegancies  of  life.  The  atterrtien  to  decorum  has 
extended  itfelf  to  the  public  worfliip  of  the  Deity,  where, 
beikles  the  P&lms  of  David,  the  p;^raphrafe6  lately  recom- 
mended by  the  General  Aflembly,  are  fung  in  various  parts, 
with  fome  hymns  and  anthems  *,  fo  that  the  mufic  in  this 
cfamt:h  is  not  excelled  but  by  few  in  this  kingdom.  At  the 
ceiebnition  of  the  great  Chriftian  feftivnl,  the  Sacrament  o£ 
the  Sapper,  though  the'  church  fcartely  contains  the  com- 
municants, there  is  no  fiehd  or  tent  preaching,  as  in  fome 
other  places,  fo  derogatory  from  the  folemnity  of  chis  infti- 
tution. 

Di/advantag^s.-^UowtyeVj  on  the  whole,  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  elevated  and  unequal  furface  of  the 
greater  pare  of  the  lands,  render  it  wet  and  fpungy,  and 
the  large  whin  ftones  found  detached  in  different  places, 
make  it  difficult  to  labour  with  the  plough.  But  the  one 
can  be  removed  by  drains,  which  can  eafily  be  filled  with 
fmall  (tones,  found  every  where  in  abundance.;  and  the  o- 
iher,  dither  by  digging,  blowing,  or  by  finking  them  below 
the  level  of  the  plough.  If  the  tenants  have'  no  leifurc  for 
thefe  operations,  tliere  are  undertakers  here,  who  will  exe- 
cute the  work  cither  by  day  wages  or  per  acre.  It  is  an  im- 
pediment to  the  building  here,  that  there  is  no  free-done  in 
the  parilh  \  but  this  can  be  found  in  tlie  neighbourhood,  par- 
ticularly near  the  confines  of  the  pariQi  of  Methver.    When 
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they  build  with  whin»ftone,  either  in  time  of  rain  or  in 
thaw  after  froft,  the  houfes  becpme  damp  by  the  ftooes 
fweatingi  or  becoming  moift  ^  a  fault  which  only  can  be 
remedied  by  lathing  the  walls  with  wood,  which  is  the  cafe 
with  the  manfe.  There  are  many  clay  pits  from  which  they 
make  excellent  .bricka. 

The  grofs  rental  of  the  whole  pariDi,  amounts  nearly  to 
one  thottiand  and  feven  hundred  pounds*  including  the  fifli* 
ings.  But  this  conveys  but  an  imperfeft  idea  of  what  the 
yearly  rental  will  foon  be.  For  the  farm  of  Loncarty,  which 
contains  about  five  hundred  acres,  rents  only  at  eighty  guin- 
eas, and  there  are  other  farms' in  a  iimilar  fituation.  The 
Duke  of  Athol's  tacks  have  been  lately  fet  for  twenty  two 
years,  but  the  mod  of  Colonel  Graham's  are  nearly  expired. 
The  detached  part  of  the  parifli,  which  runs  along  the 
Grampians,  is  not  remarkable  for  any  thing  but -its  blue 
date  quarries,  which,  though  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  thin  as 
the  Eafdale  dates,  are  very  durable.  There  are  two  kinds, 
a  light  and  dark  blue  ;  the  laft  is  generally  preferred.* 

There  is  no  other  church  than  tlie  eftabliflied  one  ;  and 
the  various  k&s  of  feceders,  burgers,  relief  and  indepen* 
dents,  do  not  amout  to  more  than  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
parifli.  The  manfe  and  church  were  built  within  thefe 
twenty  years  \  and  though  both  are  more  elegant  than  the 
ordinary  ones*  yet  they  arc  both  too  fmall.  The  ftipend, 
eftimating  the  viQual  at  the  ufual  conveiiion,  is  fcarce  eighty 
pounds  }  it  is  probable,  however,  it  will  foon  be  augmented. 
There  were  originally  three  chapels  depending  on  the  Ab- 
bacy of  Scone,  with  a  glebe  annexed  to  each,  but  were 
fometime  after  the  Reformation  ercftcd  into  one  parifli, 
which  afterwards  took  its  name  from  the  centrical  one, 
Rcdg()rton.    Two  of  the  glebes  are  contiguous  to  the  pre- 
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fent  manfe^  and  altogether  may  meafure  about  twelve  acres. 
The  Vifcout  Stormonty  now  Earl  of  Mansfield,  is  patron. 

The  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled  in  1763.  His  imme- 
diate predeceflbr  was  George  Frafer,  now  mintfter  at  Monei- 
dy,  who  fucceeded  to  George  Meek,  whofe  predeceflbr  was 
George  Blaky,  who  was  the  firft  minifter  fettled  after  the 
Iterolution,  and  fucceeded  >  Achterlouny,  who  carried  off 
all  the  public  records  in  his  time,  as  well  as  thofe  that  were 
more  ancient  \  and  fince.  no  account  of  the  andent  poor's 
iunds  has  ever  been  recovered. 

The  heritors  of  this  parifli,  are,  the  Duke  of  Athol,  Lord 
Metfaven,  Colonel  Graham  of  Balgowan,  and  MrDnimmond 
of  Logiealmond,  none  of  whom  refide. 

The  funds  for  maintaining  the  poor  are  fmail ;  they  arife 
ehiefly  from  feat  rents  in  the  church,  the  weekly  colle£lions, 
and  a  Xmall  afleflinent  of  ten  or  fifteen  pounds  yearly,  the 
one  half  paid  by  the  heritors,  the  other  by  the  parifhioners. 
The  poor  here  feldom  exceed  eight  or  ten  in  number ;  and 
a  fum  not  exceeding  thirty  pounds  is  fuflicient  for  their  fup^- 
port,  as  weit  as  for  defraying  all  the  expences  of  the  feffion 
clerk,  &c.  The  poor  get  from  two  to  fix  (htliings  monthly, 
and,  before  winter,  a  few  coals  and  deaths  when  neceflary. 
From  half  of  the  colle£lions,  which  the  Seffion  is  allowed 
to  difpofe  of  at  pleafure ;  the  money  from  the  mortcloths, 
and  the  fines,  the  poor  children,  who  are .  not  on  the 
parifli  lift,  are  educated,  get  books  and  cloaths.  When 
any  extraordinary  calamity  falls  out,  there  is  a  colleflion 
made  for  the  purpofe,  which  is  generally  liberal.  Tliere 
hare  been  no  beggars  or  travelling  poor  here  for  thefe  thirty 
years,  ever  fincc  the  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled.  There 
is  one  parochial  fchool  \  the  falary  is  no  more  than  one  hun- 
dred merks  Scots  \  the  number  of  fcholars  is  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred*  Befides  this,  there  are  two  private  fchools, 
one  at  Stanleyi  the  other  at  Cromwell  faik.     There  are 
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three  public  roads  which  pafs  ihfovkgh  this  pvi(b|  aad  ymsj 
near  the  tnaQfe :  the  great  r^ad  frem  Perth  \o  D«QiEri«i» 
which  is  a  tumpikei  that  from  Dunkeld  to  fia||sawaii|  Sttr* 
Ung,  &c ;  and  the  third  from  Perth  to  the  Weft  Highlaaiia 
through  Gknalmond.      About  twenty-  years  ago,  the  an« 
nual  wages  of  a  manfenrami  were  frooi  four  to  fircpouod^ 
now  from  feven  to  ten  \   and  of  a  wonan^dstTant,  fsaom 
thirty  to  forty  ihiUings,  now  three  or  four  pounds-    A  day- 
labourer  then  thought  htmfelf  well  paid  with  i^igfat  pence^ 
now  he  demands  one  {billing,  and  can  ibarce  be  hired  at 
any  rate,     ilie  people  in  this  parilht  are  very  induftrioosy 
tinlefs  it  be  ftrangers»  on  their  firft  coming  from  diftant  parts* 
who  foon  acquire  the  decent  maoneiii  of  tl^s  countrjf;  Con- 
iideiable  attention  is  paid  to  the  moffalis  of  the  peppte  at  Ae 
public  worksv  particularly  at  Loncarty»  ^he»)  die  naanu* 
fftdures  h^ve  been  eftablilhed  fo?  forty  y<ar|.      Whw.  die 
young  folks  of  either  fesii  avo  fufpe^ied  of  toot  vuaA^  inti* 
macyi  the  young  man  is  caUed  before  his  mafteri  imd  if  he 
sefufes  to  marry  the  lafs  he  peofefles  to  love^  hr  ia  imiof^ 
diately  difmiflcd  from  the  work  ^  but  if  he.  niaiira>»  wbacb 
is  generally  the  cafe,  he  getaa  houfe  and  g;nEdm»  aada  fimfldl 
compliment   The  only  feud  made  uiii  of  here  is  Qflal»  which 
diey  either  bring  from  Peithi  or  from  the  pita.    If  die  Isft 
is  the  cafei  they  fet  off  widk  didr  carmgca  about  aakhugbty 
and  arrive  at  hcMone  the  neat  evening  in,  the  twil^g^ 

General  Obfarvaiions.^^X  QiaU  conclude  this  hifto^j.  witl^  a 
iew  general  obfcrvations  te^Aiiig  the  poUcc  of  the  cq^Oi 
tryi  and  the  improyement  of  lh(B  Mviogs  of  d^  9kfgy  in 
Scotland. 

If  the  gentry  could  be  induced  to  attend  4ie  worflufi  of 
die  eftabliflied  church  $  if  the  churches  were  rendoi^ed  more 
^io(or|ablei,  and  tb^  roi^  an4  ^veAUiN>  kading  tjicreunto. 


vcif  iKpt  depeot  wi.  Asj^  public  wasf^p  would  be  mor« 
generally  attcndttd,  the  colUAioas  for  the  poor  would  be  in^ 
^leaicfl,  sk0cfiincnt$  rendered  aooeceflary  in  moift  coamry  pa* 
nfi)es>  the  gefitlemea  wqifld  tjbeFcby  becqaie  move  pa$.iiotjlq» 
and  their  i[<fluenc6  greatly  eoiarged.  However  lightly  they 
may  think  of  the  prefent  afleiTments  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  which  will  every  day  increafe,  if  no  method  fimilar 
to  the  above  is  adopted,  they  will  foon  become  as  burden- 
fome  as  the  poor's  rates  in  England.;  which  will  confequent- 
ly  lower  the  value  of  their  landh. 

If  the  Lcgiilature  would  enlarge  the  glebes,  and  in  place 
of  (1X9  allocate  to  the  dergy^wenty  or  thirty  acres  of  land* 
it  would  be  both  advantageous  to  the  incumbent  and  ufeful 
to  the  whole  country,  by  fettiog  to  public  view  a  field  well 
cultivated,  and  that  at  no  greater  expence  than  could  be  af- 
forded by  the  ordinary  farmer.  But  till  this  can  be  obtain- 
ed,  might  not  the  heritors  accomodate  their  minifters  with  a 
few  acres  at  the  fame  rate  that  they  would  demand  from 
others,  without  chargmg,  as  a  few  do,  an  extra  rent  on  ac- 
count of  the  convenience,  &c  ? 

To  obtain  favour  in  thefe  refpefls  to  the  clergy  of  this 
church,  would  it  not  be  an  inducement,  that  the  prefent  ii)- 
'cumberits  would  pay  a  little  more  attention  to  what  land  they 
already  poflefs,  and  join  with  the  utile  fome  degree  of  ele- 
gance ;  as  enlarging  their  gardens,  and  bellowing  fome  pains 
PR  their  cultivation,  and,  where  the  fituation  of  the  manfc 
permits,  have  a  fmall  lawn  and  (hrubbery  around  the  houfe. 
It  would  be  no  great  expence  to  plant  an  hundred  fruit 
trees  or  more,  which  in  a  few  years  would  become  profi>a<« 
Me.  I  fpeak  not  from  theory,  but  from  my  own  experir 
ence.  I  know  a  neighbour,  who,  by  enlarging  his  gardenj^ 
haa  got  a  plot  for  onions  which  yields  him  from  five  to  tei^ 
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pounds  yeariy,  and  that  without  any  other  expenoe  than 
ploughing  and  harrowing,  without  the  aid  of  the  fpade*  An« 
Other  fells  apples  to  the  amount  of  ten  pounds  and  upwards ; 
a  third  garden  roots  and  goofeberries  to  the  fiime  aoiount* 
Why  ihould  not  the  pr a£Uce  be  general  ? 
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NUMBER   XXVI. 

PARISH  OF  KIRKMABRECK. 

(Stewirtyof  Kirkcudbrig^Tj  Presbytery  ofWiC- 
ToN^  AND  Synod  of  Galloway.) 

Bj  Alex.  Maclean,  Esq; 


Name,  Situatwn^  and  Extent. 


K 


h.iRKMABRRCK,  OT  more  properly  the  church  in  the  brake, 
h  exceedingly  defcriptive  of  the  place  in  which  the  church 
formerly  ftood }  for  as  brake  fignifies  furze,  bramble,  thorns, 
heath,  fern,  &c.  fo,  not  only  the  particular  place  in  which 
the  church  ftood*,  but  alfo  many  other  places  in  the  pariOi, 
are  incumbered  with  thofe  fubftances.  This  pariQi,  which 
includes  part  of  the  ancient  parifii  of  Kirkdale,  is  8  miles  in 
length,  from  North  to  South,  and  about  4  miles  in  breadth 
from  £aft  to  Weft.     Bounded  by  the  parifh  of  MinnigafFon 

the 

"  The  chvrch  wu  removed  to  the  place  where  it  now  (Inodi  at  Creetowo. 
;  1^0  ycari  go  ;  the  ptople  ft  Jl  coDtiniie  to  burj  at  the  old  church. 
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the  North,  Girthon  on  the  Eaftt  Anwoth  on  the  South»  an4 
the  riven  Cree  and  Wtgton  Bay,  on  the  We(t 

Surface^  SaU^  and  Proitut. — ^The  country  in  general  hat 
rather  a  mountainous  appearance^  rifing  gradually  from  the 
(bore  the  whole  len|ph  of  the  parifii  \  yet  the  interior  part  is» 
in  many  places,  interfered  with  rivulrts,  valleysi  and  low- 
landy  which,  oy  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  being  in 
the  vicinity  of  fuch  inexhauftable  treafures  of  fea-fhells,  have 
been  rendered  very  fertile,  either  for  producing  crops  of 
grain,  or  for  pafVurage.  The  lands  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Cree,  (which  forms  Wigton  Bay,  and  is  the  weftem  bounda* 
ry  the  whole  length  of  the  pariih)  is  of  a  fuperior  quality, 
partly  of  a  clay,  and  panly  of  a  gravelly  foil,  and,  for  either 
tillage  or  gtaiGng,  is  equal  to  any  land  in  the  South  of  Scot* 
hmd.  The  country  aU  along  ijie  Bay  has  a  mod  deiigfatful 
appearance,  the  great  military  road  running  along  the  coaft 
between  Gatehoufe  of  Fleet,  and  Newton-Douglaft,  is  one 
of  the  moft  pleafant  ftages  in  Scotland,  the  whole  being  di- 
verfified  with  woods,  gentlemen's  feats,  and  beautiful  inclo- 
fures,  hills  gently  rifing  on  the  one  hand,  the  Bay  on  the  o* 
ther,  with  a  full  view  of  the  town,  and  great  part  of  diefliire 
of  Wigton  on  the  oppofhe  fide  of  die  Bay,  and  the  Ifle  of 
Man,  lying  out  in  St  George's  Channel ;  fo  that,  for  variety 
of  objeds,  fb  well  fitted  to  pleafe  and  amufe  the  fancy,  or  to 
ekvato«nd  expand  the  mind,  fuch  a  profpeft  is  feldom  to  be 
met  with.  The  mountainous  parts  are  partly  green  and 
partly  covered  with  headi,  or  heather,  with  a  mixture  of 
gtafs  and  herbage,  that  feeds  both  (heep  and  black  cattle  to- 
lerably well;  Heie  (heep,  which  are  of  the  black  faced  kind, 
and  of  the  fmall  breed,  are  generally  efteemed  excellent  mut- 
ton, and  when  come  to  age,  the  wedders  generally  weigh 
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from  8  to  lolb.  per  quarter,  their  wool  generally  brings  from 
8  to  [OS.  per  (tone,  26  lib.  £ng1ifl\  to  the  (tone.  They  are 
all  bred  upon  the  land,  and  fold  off  when  they  come  to  age, 
in  regular  rotation.  There  are  alfo  a  few  of  the  large  breed 
grafsM  upon  the  low  land,  worth  from  18  to  25s.  Ster.  The 
black  cattle  are  all  of  the  true  Galloway  breed,  and  a  great  part 
of  them  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country* ;  when  they  arc 
come  to  age,  they  generally  go,to  the  Englifli  markets.  The  hor- 
fes  arc  moftly  all  of  the  draught  kind,  for  the  purpofe  of  farm- 
ing,  only  a  few  kept  for  the  faddle.  There  are  alfo  a  few 
goats,  but  that  kind  of  flock  are  not  numerous,  the  whole 
ftock  of  the  parilh  (land  thus  : 

Sheep  of  the  fmall  breed,  -  -  7>5®^ 

Ditto  of  the  large  breed,  -  -  300 

Black  cattle,  -  -  -  1,600 

Horfes,  -  -  -  200 

Goats,  -  -  .  -  500 

There  are  alfo  hogs  and  poultry  in  abundance,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  inhabitants.  This  part  of  the  country  alfo  yields  a 
plentiful  fource  of  amufement  to  the  fportfman,  being  well 
ftocked  with  groufe,  black  game,  partridge,  hares,  and  wood* 
cock  in  the  feafon.  The  black  game,  however,  have  of  late 
years  been  fcarce,  and  appears  to  be  rather  upon  the  de- 
cline* 

jlgriculture^  &c  — ^Thirty  years  ago  there  was  no  kind*  of 
grain  exported  from  this  pari(h,  but,  on  the  contrary,  W-^ 
portations  wa«  fome  times  necefTary  for  the  fupport  of  the 
inhabitants.  Since  that  p^iod  there  is  an  increafe  of  po- 
pulation of  about  400  fouls,  and  now  there  is  a  confidcrable 
quantity  of  oats,  bear,  barley,  and  poutocs,  exported  annual- 
ly. There  is  generally  between  900  and  1000  acres  in  til« 
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«  Jc  is  common  to  fell  two  yean  old  beafU  at  fix  poondi  or  fix  ^^cai. 


54^  Statijlical  Account 

tagCj  two  thirds  of  which  majr  be  fown  with  oatSj  and  tittf 
remainder 'with  bear,  barlejTy  potatoes,  and  a  few  acres  in 
turnip.  The  principal  manure  ufed  for  improving  land  is 
fea  (hells»  of  which  there  is  an  almoft  inexhauftable  quanti- 
ty, not  only  within  the  high  water  mark  on  this  fide  of  Wig* 
ton  bay,  but  alfo  in  the  dry  land,  feveral  hundred  yards 
from  the  (hore,  particularly  in  the  holms  of  Caflencarie,  tlie 
property  of  Alexander  Muir  M'Kenzie  Efq;  where  they  arc 
in  beds  from  four  to  ten  feet  deep  of  the  fined  flielU  ima- 
ginable, without  almoft  any  mixture  of  fand.  As  there  can- 
not remain  a  doubt  but  that  thefe  (hells  have  been  thrown 
tdgether  and  left  there  by  the  tide,  fo  from  thefe  and  other 
foiEle  marine  produAions,  found  both  on  this  and  the  other 
fide  of  the  bay,  it  is  evident,  that  the  tide  has  flowed  1 5  or 
1 6  feet  higher  dn  this  coaft,  at  that  period,  than  it  doth  at 
the  prefent.  Thefe  fliells  are  generally  fold  by  the  agents  of 
Mr  M^Kenzie  at  5d  per  tun,  25  tuns  of  which  is  fufficient 
for  an  acre  of  land,  and  proves  a  cheap  and  excellent  ma- 
nure to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  is  confidcrcd  much 
preferable  to  either  lime  or  marie.  But  the  advantages  of 
this  valuable  treafure  of  (hells  is  not  confined  to  this  part  of 
the  country  alone,  but  extends  round  50  or  60  miles  of  a 
coaft  as  far  as  the'  mull  of  Galloway,  where  they  are  fold  as 
high  as  38.  iSd.  per  tun.  Many  thoufand  tuns  of  thefe  (hells 
are  carried  off  annually,  by  a  number  of  veiTels,  from  20  to 
60  tuns  burthen,  which  are  conftantly  employed  when  the 
weatker  will  permit,  in  carrying  them  all  round  the  coaft, 
and  fome  times  even  to  the  Ifle  of  Man-  Thefe  (hells  have 
been  ufed  with  great  advantage  for  the  improvement  of  bar- 
ren heathy  land,  in  fo  much,  that  many  hundreds  of  acres 
in  this  parilh,  originally  not  worth  more  than  2s.  per  acre, 
have  been  made  worth  from  los.  to  15s.  per  acre.  Yet 
this,  like  every  other  advantage  that  is  eafily  attained,  is  not 

duly. 
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duly  prized  or  improven,  for  there  are  ftill  upwards  of  1000 
acres  of  land  in  theparifh,  which,  from  both  foil  and  climate, 
is  highly  capable  of  cultivationi  at  prefcnt  lying  in  a  ft  ate  of 
nature,  covered  with .  heath,  and  aimed  good  for  nothing^. 
The  fault  here  refts  almoft  wholly  with  the  landlords,  who 
in  diat  refpeft  are  in  a  great  meafure  blind  to  their  own  inte- 
rcft  ;  for  where  the  means  of  improvement  is  got  at  fo  cheap  ' 
a  rate^  and  the  diftance  not  great  to  carry  it,  a  little  calcula- 
tion mighl  ferve  to  demonftrate,  that  on  nothing  could  they 
lay  out  their  money  to  fo  much  advantage  ;  but  where  a  te- 
nant has  only  a  leafe  for  nineteen  years,  and  perhaps  his  en- 
couragement not  great  otherwife,  it  cannot  be  expelled  that 
he  (hould  lay  out  much  money  in  the  enclofmg  and  cultiva- 
tion of  barren  land*.  From  the  above  hint,  it  is  not  intend- 
ed to  throw  any  imputation  of  floth  or  inadivity  upon  ei- 
ther landlord  or  tenant,  .(but  only  to  (how  that  a  great  deal 
more  might  ftill  be  done ;}  for  there  are  feveral  farms  which 
now  pay  five  times  as  much  rent  as  they  did  thirty  years  a- 
go,  and  the  tenants  ftill  able  to  live  much  better  now  than 
they  did  then.  There  are  in  the  pariQi  76  carts,  fix  of 
which  are  kept  for  hire,  and  the  reft  for  the  purpofes  of  farm* 
ing  ',  and  63  plows,  fome  of  the  Englifti,  and  fome  of  the  old 
4  A  2  Scotch 

*  The  writer  of  the  above  haviog  a  good  deal  of  expctieuce  in  the  inu 
movement  of  barren  heathy  land,  would  recommend  the  following  plan 
where  fuch  land  has  a  moify  for^e,  and  of  a  very  ftiff  bency  foil.  Inflead 
of  fallowing,  which  it  the  common  practice,  and  which  it  attended  with  a 
great  deal  of  labour  and  expence,  plow  up  the  Und  in  winter  or  fpring ;  the 
fununer  following  give  it  a  flight  harrowing,  to  prevent  the  manure  falling 
down  between  the  furrowt,  after  which  fpread  the  manure  upon  it,  and  fo 
Isc  it  ly  for  at  leaft  one  year,  or,  if  the  foil  it  very  (liff,  two  yearti,  before 
yon  pot  a  plough  in  it.  You  will  then  find,  that  the  furface  is  quite  rotten^ 
«nd  that  the  land  i»  fit  for  a  crop  of  oati,  turnips,  &c. ;  and  that  by  giving 
it  time  to  ty  till  the  furface  i ot,  it  does  more  than  even  fallowing  could  d« 
Co  ftfch  land,  and  the  cxpeoce  nothing. 
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Scotch  kind ;  and  where  the  land  has  been  cnlttTatedj  thej  • 
are  moftljr  drawn  by  two  horfes* 

Population. — ^In  Dr  Webftcr's  lift  in  1755,  the  numbers 
were  rated  at  858.  In  the  year  1764,  the  whole  population 
amounted  to  680  fouls,  of  which  the  Ferry-town  of  Cree 
(now  Creetown)  then  contained  104.  As  the  country  part 
of  the  p^riOi  has  altered  very  little  in  point  of  population^ 
fince  that  perioil,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  (how  the  increafe 
that  has  been  in  Creetown  at  all  the  difierent  periods  fince 
that  time. 

I    Uhl    ill 

In  1764,  Creetown  CQDtalpcd  J4  «o  84  104       401 

In  1774,  ditto        .          ,  X20  73  »94  367  II  ft  3 

Ini  784,  ditto                    .  145  88  354  44*  X  J  3  * 
Vrom  the  ift  Horember  1 793 

to  ditto  t794  >83  I4S  4^9  iji  I9  6  S3  f 
In  i794>  the  whok  parifli  pt- 

riihcontiine       •       •  %%^  ft49  839  zo88  3S  9  V 

Haufes  $f  Poputation.^-^Tht  increafe  of  populationj  not  on- 
ly in  this  place,  but  alfo  in  many  other  places  in  Scotland, 
is  principally  owing  to  thefe  three  following  caafes  : 

I.  To  the  beneficial  efie£ts  of  inoculation  for  the  fmall* 
pox,  by  which  the  lives  of  numbers  of  children  are  preierv- 
ed  ;  and,  general  as  the  praftice  is  become,  yet,  ftill  there  are 
many  of  thefe  little  innocents,  that  fall  vidlims  to  the  ioat- 
tentioui  ftupidity,  and  fuperftltion  of  their  parents,  who  are 
fo  wedded  to  their  ancient  prejudices,  that  rather  than  part 
with  them,  they  will  conlign  over  half-a-dozen  fine  children 
to  the  ravages  of  this  terrible  diforder,  or,  perhaps,  to  the 

gloomy  manfions  of  the  tomb. 

2.  To 
f  Of  the  ^3  chiidreo  that  died  in  Creetown  laft  ^ear,  x%  died  of  the  finally 
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2.  To  Ac  nnproTement  of  waftc  lands,  by  which  num- 
bers are  employed  and  maintained. 

3.  To  the  recently  eftablifhed  branches  of  manufaflures. 
By  the  firft,  life  is  preferved,  and  by  the  two  laft,  emigra- 
tion is  prevented. 

Air  and  ClimaU, — ^The  bed  proof  of  purity  of  the  air  and 
goodnefs  of  the  climate,  is  the  good  ilate  of  health  general- 
ly enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants ;  they  being  feldom  fubjc£^  to 
agues,  fevers,  confumptions,  or  fuch  diforders  as  proceed 
from  A  corrupted  atmofphere«  V\it  rhcumatifm  is  the  only 
difordcr  that  feems  to  gain  ground,  and  moft  generally  com- 
plained of  Though  there  is  a  great  deal  of  rain  that  falls 
here,  yet  the  air  is  confidered  dry  and  healthy,  owing  to  the 
water  being  {uddenly  carried  off  by  the  rapidity  of  the  rivu- 
lets or  burns,  which  immediately  convey  it  again  to  the  fca^ 
there  being  no  fwamps  or  marlhy  ground  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  ^ 

General  State  of  the  Pari/b, — The  ancient  valuation  of  the 
pariih,  as  it  (lands  in  the  cefs  books  of  the  county,  is  3  ipp)* 
ic  $•  8d.  Scots.  The  real  rent  or  prefcnt  value  of  the 
land  is  2,750  1.  Sterling.  The  number  of  licritors  is  fifteen, 
of  whom  three  only  refide  in  the  parifli.  John  M'CuUoch, 
Xfq;  of  Barholm,  (one  of  the  redding  heritors,)  is  joint  pa- 
troD  with  the  King.  Dr  John  Inglis,  the  prefcnt  incum- 
bent is  a  married  man,  and  has  two  children,  a  fon  and  a 
'  daughter,  and  has  been  fettled  fourteen  yeara.  1  he  former 
ftipend  was  fixty  pounds  Sterling,  and  four  pounds  for  com- 
munion elements,  but  by  an  augmentation  of  vidtual  dU 
pend,  obtained  in  the  year  1 792,  the  prefcnt  living  is  worth 
X  hundred  guineas  per  annum,  independent  of  the  glebe  and 
Oanfci  which  is  worth  25 1.  more,  and  is  placed  in  a  de* 

liglitful 
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lightful  fituation  on  the  fide  of  the  bay,  ahout  a  mile  and  /a 
half  below  Crectown.  The  church  and  manfc  arc  both  in 
a  pretty  good  ftate  of  repair.  There  are  very  few  diilenters 
here,  only  three  fecedcrs  a.d  two  camcronimis  in  the  whole 
parish  ;  and  as  a  provof  of  the  health  and  good  morals  of  the 
people,  and  what  probably  contributes  in  fome  meafure  to 
both,  is,  that  there  is  neither  phyfician,  furgeon,  lawyer,  nor 
attorney  in  the  whole  parifli.  The  poor^s  funds  generally 
amount  to  about  35  1.  per  annum,  which,  when  judicioufly 
applied,  fo  effeclually  relieves  the  wants  of  thofc  depending 
upon  the  public  charity,  (which  feldoni  exceed  ten  in  num- 
ber,) that  there  has  not  been  one  inftance  of  a  native  of  this 
p.irilh  going  oat  of  it  as  a  ftroUing  beggar,  for  thefc  thirty 
years  pad.  The  fchoolmaftcr'a  fallary  is  a  hundred  pound 
Scots,  independent  of  the  fchool  wages  j  but  befides  the 
public  fchool,  there  arc  fcveral  private  fchools  in  the  parifli. 

Price  of  Labour. '^Vf^gCB  here  are  generally  high.  Mafons 
and  joiners  have  from  i  i-  8d.  to  2  s»  per  day,  without  vic- 
tuah,  Taylors  and  ftioemakers,  from  8d.  to  lod.  with 
victuals.  An  experienced  man-fervant,  from  8  !.  to  9I.  per 
annum.  The  wages  of  women  fervants,  from  3  K  to  4I. 
and  the  other  kinds  of  work  much  the  fame  in  proportion. 

jintiquities. — ^The  mod  memorable  place  of  antiquity  is 
called  Cairn-holy  or  the  Holy  Cairn,  from  a  tumulus  or  heap 
of  ftones,  (as  tradition  informs  us,)  raifcd  over  the  grave  of 
King  Galdus.  Several  years  ago,  a  great  many  of  the  ftones  * 
were  carried  away  for  tliC  purpofe  of  building  houfes  and 
dykes,  when  there  were  dif covered  large  flones  placed  to- 
gether ih  form  of  a  chcft  or  cofEn  ;  but  the  roof  ftonc  being 
of  fuch  prouiijous  magnitude,  it  has  never  been  removed  to 
fee  what  it  contains.    This  memcrcble  tomb  ilacds  in  the 

centre^ 
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centre,  between  two  different  places,  at  about  a  hundred 
yards  diftance  from  it,  where  a  great  number  of  human  bo-^ 
dies  have  been  buried,  as  appears  from  the  number  of 
ftones  placed  upon  one  end  in  form  of  grave  (tones.  Wc 
arc  told  by  feveral  of  the  Scottlfh  writers,  that  Corbredus 
Galdus,  the  twenty  fird  king  of  the  Scots,  (a  valiant  and 
good  king,)  was  the  fird  of  that  nation  who  dared  to  ad- 
vance his  enfigns  againft  the  Romans,  who,  under  Petilius 
Cerealis,  had  fubdufd  the  Brigantes*,  and  foon  after 
proceeded  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  this  country,  under 
Julius  Agricola,  who,  having  landed  upon  this  coaft,  de- 
ftroycd  all  the  maritime  places,  and  afterwards  reduced  the 
Ifle  of  Man  ;  after  which,  he  returned,  and  after  many  a 
bloody  battle  with  the  Scots  and  Pi£ts,  about  the  year  A.  D. 
82,  he  fubdued  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  South  of  the  Tay, 
Hiftory  alfo  informs  us,  that  one  of  thefe  battles  was  fought 
at  the  river  Cree,  (which  dill  retains  its  ancient  name,) 
wherein  the  Scots  were  overthrown,  but  no  mention  made  of 
the  flaughter  of  their  king ;  on  the  contrary,  we  arc  told  by 
Buchanan,  that  this  fame  King  Galdus  died  a  natural  death, 
after  a  glorious  reign  of  thirty  five  years.  Wc  are  alfo  in- 
formed of  another  battle  fought  on  the  river  Cree,  about  the 
year  A.  D.  310,  wherein  the  Pifts  joined  the  Romans  un- 
der Maximus  their  general,  againd  the  Scocs,  under  thtilr 
king  Eugenius,  but  wherein  the  Scots  were  again  over- 
thrown. But  in  vain  do  wc  dcvelopo  the  hidory  of  thefe 
times  ;  owing  to  the  ambitious  policy  of  Edward  the  id  of 
England,  a  veil  i^  thrown  over  them  which  can  never  be  re- 
moved. There  is  alfo  a  different  account  concerning  this 
place,  which  teems  to  be  founded  on  hidory,  and  whidi 

defcrves 

•  Brisantet,  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  yurklhirc,  XancaOurc,  Durham, 
Waftmorclasd  snd  Cumberland. 


55^^  Statijlical  Account 

defefv«8  attention.  About  the  year  of  our  Lord,  i  (50,  it  U 
faid  there  vras  a  battle  fought  between  the  Engliih  and 
Scots,  on  Glenquicken  Moor,  wherein  the  Scots  were  de- 
feated and  their  Genera)  kilie-t,  and  that  the  Bifliop  of  Whi* 
thorn  being  along  with  him  in  the  engagement,  immediateiy 
aflumed  the  command  ^  but  his  troops  being  defeated,  imme* 
dktely  fled  towards  the  (hore  to  their  boats,  but  being  over* 
taken  by  the  enemy  at  Cairnholy,  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
(bore,  the  btfliop,  with  many  other  gentlemen,  was  killed^ 
and  was  buried  here,  and  that  from  this  circumftance  it  was 
called  the  Holy  Cairn,  the  bifliop  being  a  hdy  man.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  on  the  very  place  where  the  battle  is  faid 
to  have  been  fought,  there  is  a  large  tumulus  which  was 
opened  about  1 5  years  ago  (the  ftones  being  carried  a- 
way  for  the  purpofe  of  building  dykes)  when  tliere  was  di£* 
coveted  a  ftone  coffin,  or  ftones  placed  together  in  form  of  a 
coffin,  wherein  was  a  human  ikeleton,  the  fcull  and  the  great 
bones  almoft  entire,  and  greatly  above  the  ordinary  fize ;  alfo 
an  urn,  containing  fome  aflies,  and  an  earthen  pitcher :  the  tu- 
mulus is  called  Caimy  wanie.*  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
above,  there  is  a  Druidical  temple,  or  a  Danifh  encampment, 
but,  being  left  to  the  uncertainty  of  conjedure,  (hall  not  ha- 
zard an  opinion  ;  there  arc  alfo  feveral  other  tumuli  in  the 
parifh,  that  have  never  bf en  opened.  There  are  alfo  four 
fquare  towers  with  battlements,  which  feem  to  have  been 
intended  for  defence  :  they  are  all  placed  on  the  bjuks  of  the 
Cree. 

Mineral 

*  There  h  a  little  rivalet  or  burn  that  runs  through  the  place  where  the 
battle  irfaid  to  have  bees  fougfit,  that  ftill  reuias  the  name  of  the  Engtifli* 
nan't  BarO| 
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Mineral  Springs. —  I  here  are  feveral  mineral  fprings^  all  o£ 
which  have  been  beneficial  in  fome  cafes  }  oneyhowtTer^  on 
the  lands  of  Pible»  which  feeois  to  be  of  the  chalybeate 
kindj  feems  particularly  adapted  for  remedying  veakneiles 
and  complaints  in  the  ftomach,  and  has  been  applied  to  by 
fome  individuals!  with  great  fuccefs. 

Fuel, — ^The  principal  article  of  fuel  is  peatj  of  vhich  there 
are  plenty  of  the  very  bed  quality }  aifo  in  i^^any  places  of 
the  parilh,  there  is  whins  and  bruQiwoodj  which  poor 
people  gather  for  fuel ;  and  as  there  are  no  coal  but  what  is 
imported  from  other  places^  it  is  not  much  ufed  here. 

Price  of  Provjfions.'^Bctft  mutton,  and  lamb,  generally 
fell  for  2  jd.  or  3d.  per  lib. ;  oat  meal  from  2od  to  as. ;  but- 
ter 6d.  per  lib.  |  a  fat  goofe  as ;  a  hen  8d. ;  eggs  3d.  per 
dozen* 

MifceUaneous  Obfen>ations* — This  parifli  is  famous  for  granite 
ftone ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  Kirkdalehoufe,  built  by  the  hte 
Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  of  Mochrum,  Bart,  is  well  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  travellere*  It  is  a  large  modern  building,  the 
out*fide  wholly  of  the  pioft  beautiful  granite,  and  wrought 
off  to  fuch  pcrfc£tion,  as  is  faid  not  to  be  equalled  in  Britain. 
Admiral  Stewart  alfo  got  all  the  principal  ftones  here  for 
Glaflerton  houfe,  which  he  carried  acrofs  the  Bay  in  boats, 
at  confiderable  expence.  And  the  Biihop  of  Derry,  on  fee* 
ing  the  houfe  of  Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  a  few  years  ago,  was  fo 
much  charmed  with  the  (tone,  that  he  immediately  cohtradl- 
ed  with  the  fuperintendent  of  that  work,  for  building  the 
fpires  of  two  churches  in  his  diocefe,  which  were  all  to  be.ex« 
ccuted  with  this  ilone  ;  accordingly  the  (lone  was  all  prepar- 
ed here,  and  afterwards  carried  over  to  Ireland,  and  the  work 
Vol.  XV.  4  B  executed 
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Executed  much  to  his  Lordlhip's  fatufadton^  though  at  gi^ac 
expence.  The  higheft  mountain  in  this  pari(h^  or  perhaps 
in  the  South  of  Scotland,  viz.  Caimfmoor,  is  one  entire  ma& 
of  granite,  the  altitude  of  which  has  never  been  afcertained, 
but  which  may  probably  be  between  3000  and  4000  feet  a- 
bore  the  level  of  the  river  Cree.  This  mountain  is  alfo  fa- 
mous as  a  receptacle  for  foxes,  which  often  fpread  death  and 
deftruAion  far  and  wide  among  the  fuf  rounding  flocks*  There 
are  alfo  appearances  of  lead  mines  in  feveral  places  of  the  pa- 
ri(h,  but  which  L^ve  not  yet  been  attempted  with  fuccefs. 

ji  Defcription  of  Creetonvn  and  Wlgton  Bay* — Creetown, 
(formerly  called  Ferry  Town  of  Cree,  from  the  ferry  or  paf- 
fage  boat  conftantly  kept  at  that  place)  has  advanced  rapidly 
ixrithin  thefe  30  ycats,  as  (hown  in  the  table  of  population, 
and  was  lately  eredted  into  a  burgh  of  barony,  by  the  intereft 
of  the  proprietor  John  M'CulIoch,  Efq;  of  Barholm,  is  beau- 
tifully fituated  on  Wigton  Bay,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  a  plen- 
tiful country ;  of  late  there  has  been  introduced  fome  branch- 
es of  cotton  fpinning,  by  which  about  thirty  people  are  daily 
employed}  there  is  alfo  a  pretty  extenfive  tann  work,  and  alfo 
a  mill  for  making  (hot  lead  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  mea 
follow  a  fea-faring  life,  feveral  of  whonT,  both  in  the  prefect 
and  former  wars,  have  ferved  in  the  navy.     There  are  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  veflels  belonging  to  this  port,  of  from  20 
to  60  tons  burthen,  feveral  of  which  is  employed  in  carrying 
(hells,  and  others  in  the  coailing  trade ;  indeed,  its  advanUges 
as  a  fea  port  may  one  day  be  the  means  of  making  it  an  opulent 
place.     The  inhabi|nnts  in  general,  though  charitable  and 
humane,  yet  are  too  much  addi£led  to  the  vices  with  which 
fuch  places  ftand  chargeable. 

Wigton  Bay,  as  I  mentioned  before,  is  formed  by  the  river 
Cree  falling  into  St  George's  Channel,  and  is  navigable  for 

about 
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ahout  15  miles.  It  is  about  3  miles  broad,  for  about  6  miles 
from  its  entrance,  and  then  gradually  diminifhes  as  it  extends 
into  the  country,  and  divides  the  (hire  of  Wigton  from  the 
Stewarty  of  Kirkcudbright.  Fherc  is  good  anchorage  in 
fcvcral  places  of  the  Bay,  but  in  particular  a  little  below  Cree- 
toun  (the  only  town  in  the  pan(h)  tp  which  a  ihip  of  500 
tons  may  come  and  ride  in  fafety :  it  h  s  a  kind  of  foft  Slue 
clay  bottom,  and  makes  a  very  fnfe  harbour.  The  fifheries, 
though  not  very  confiderable,  are  yet  wortli  mentioning ;  in 
the  Spring  and  Summer  months,  there  are  a  good  many  fal- 
mon  taken,  and  in  the  Harvefl:  and  Winter,  there  are  a  con* 
fiderable  quantity  of  whiting,  cod,  and  flownders  got,  by 
means  of  what  the  people  call  coops,  or  large  creels,  fo  plac- 
ed in  the  water  that  the  fifti  run  into  them  as  the  tide  ebbs, 
and  are  taken  out  at  low  water;  fo  that  with  thefe,anda  few 
(hell  iifli,  which  is  alfo  got  in  the  Bay,  diis  part  of  the  coun- 
try is  generally  well  fupplied.  There  is  alfo  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fea  weed  got  upon  the  fliore,  (which  is  for  the 
moft  part  flat  andfandy)  which  by  fome  is  made  into  kelp, 
and  by  others  ufcd  for  manure.  Much  more  might  have  been 
faid  of  the  advantages  of  this  as  a  maritime  place,  had  an 
abler  pen  been  employed  to  defcribe  them. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER   XXVII, 
PARISH   OF  BEDRULE. 


By  the  Rev.  William  Brown,  Minister  of  thai 
Farijh. 


Situation,  Exttnt,  &c. 


HE  parifli  of  Bedrule  U  fituated  in  the  centre  of  the 
county  of  Roxburghi  in  the  prefbytery  of  Jedbuigh)  md  fj-' 
nod  of  Merfe  and  Tiviotdale  \  and  is  in  length  from  North 
to  South,  upwards  of  four  miles,  and  in  breadth  from  Eaft  to 
Weft  between  two  and  three.  It  is  bounded  by  the  pariOi 
of  Jedburgh  on  the  Ead,  by  Abbotrule  (now  annexed  to  Hob- 
kirk  and  Southdean,  but  formerly  a  pendicle  of  Bedrule)  on 
the  South,  by  Hobkir.k  and  Cavers,  from  which  it  is,  for  the 
moft  part,  divided  by  the  Rule  on  the  Weft  j  and  by  Minto 
and  Ancrum  on  the  North-Weft  and  North,  from  which  it 
is  feparated  by  the  Tiviot.  It  is  fomewhat  of  an  oval  figure, 
and  conGfts,  at  prefent,  of  nearly  an  equal  quantity  of  arable, 
pafture,  and  muir-land.  The  foil  is,  in  general,  as  good  as 
is  to  be  met  with  in  moft  grounds  of  the  above  defcription : 

And^ 
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and,  as  the  foil,  fp  the  furface  and  climate  are  unequal, 
which,  indeed,  is  generally  the  cafe  over  the  county^  by  the 
fudden  tran&tions  from  hill  to  dale.  The  lands  towards  the 
Rule  and  the  Tiviot,  are,  therefore,  more  deep,  warm,  and 
fertile.  In  thofe  towards  the  hill  called  the  Dunian  *,  the 
foil  becomes  more  light,  thin,  and  barren ;  the  air  keen  and 
penetrating :  yet,  in  regard  to  the  foil,  there  happens  to  be 
a  remarkable  exception,  for,  en  the  fame  range  of  hill  ta 
die  weftward,  oppofite  the  Tillage  of  Bedrule,  there  is  an 
uncommonly  fine  and  deep  foil  \  atid  in  the  above  grounds, 
where  the  foil  is  in  general  remarkably  deep,  there  is  alfo 
found  Itmeftone,  and  different  ftrata  of  clay  marie.  A  good 
deal  of  the  land  in  that  part  of  the  parifli  is  at  prefent  rather 
fpouty.  But,  as  it  is  a  gentle  declivity  from  the  fummit  of 
the  hill  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  it  might  be  the  more  ea- 
fily  rendered  dry  by  judicious  draining. 

Proprietors  and  2V/itf«//.— -There  are  three  great,  and  five 
lefs  confiderable  proprietors  in  the  parifli,  two  of  whMn  u- 
fually  refide.  There  are  nearly  the  fame  number  of  tenants, 
who  all  manage  their  farms  according  to  the  modem  pra£tice 
of  hufbandry ;  and  one  of  them,  Mr  Brown,  the  tenant  of 
Newton,  a  farm  the  property  of  Thorn <)s  Elliot  Ogiivie, 
Efq;  of  Chefters,  has,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  ycafs,  {hewn 
how  much  may  be  done  by  improvement  in  this  pariOi,  both 
for  the  advantage  of  the  tenant,  and  the  patrimonial  intereft 
of  the  proprietor.^  Mr  Bell  younger  of  Mainflaws,  and 
the  tenant  of  Rewcaftle,  both  in  this  parifli,  appear  to  be  fol- 
lowing 

y*  The  Diiniaa  it  wholly  in  the  parifli  of  Bedrule ;  but  owing  perhapt  ta 
lort  of  it  having  been  for  fome  time  pofieffca  hj  the  tenant  of  an  adjoining 
ium  In  the  pariih  of  Jedburgh,  the  author  of  the  SutiAical  account  thereof 
luu  been  led  to  foppofe,  it  wii  partly  fituated  is  that  paxiflu 
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lowing  his  laudable  example^  and,  ve  hope,  wall  likewife 
acquire,  thereby,  confiderabie  gain  to  themfelres,  and  merit, 
as  all  fuch  moii  deferredly  do,  the  graceful  thanks  of  their 
country. 

P^ulation  —The  return, to  Dr  Webftcr  in  I755»  was  297 
fouls.  The  number  of  inliabitants  at  prefent,  (1793  is  a- 
bout  25  ||.  Of  tbefe  there  are  127  males,  and  132  females. 
Under  10  years  of  age  about  69.  From  10  to  20  about  50. 
From  20  to  50  about  105.  From  50  to  7»  about  28.  From 
70  to  80  fix.     From  80  to  90  one. 

Weavers  6 ;  taylors  3  }  wrights  2}  gardeners  2  :  blackfmiths 
2  ;  one  of  whom  not  only  accommodates  the  village  of  Bed«- 
rule,  in  that  line,  but,  notwithftanding  his  local  difadvaata- 
ges  of  diftance  from  materials,  and  efpecially  from  coal,  aUb 
.  employs  conftantly  a  number  of  hands  in  the  manufadory 
of  nails,  whereby  this  part  of  the  country  has  been,  forfome 
time,  abundantly  and  well  fupplied  with  that  ufeful  article ;' 
and  the  neceffity  of  importing  it,  as  was  formerly  the  cafe, 
thereby  prevented,  money  kept  in  the  country,  and  people 
employed  at  home,  who  otherwife  would  probably  have  been 
obliged  to  travel  to  a  diftance  in  fearch  of  their  bread ;  male 
fervants  44 ;  female  do.  (including  a  number  of  women  who 
are  chiefly  employed  in  what  is  called  ouUwork^  as  hoeing 
the  turnip,  making  the  hay,  reaping  the  harveft,  removing 
the  corn  from  the  ftack  to  the  barn,  &c.)  48  \  journeymen 

nailers, 

I  It  may  be  proper  here  alfo  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  iahabitanta 
of  Spittal,  Toner,  Dykes, and  Faftcaftle,«in  the  parifh  of  Cavers;  and  DoTea- 
haugh,  Dovefhaugh-brae  head,  WcIU,  Weft- lees,  Billerweil,  and  Birch-hili, 
in  the  pariih  of  Hobkirk,  are  much  nearer  the  church  of  Bedrule,  than  thcb 
own  paiiih  churches;  as  alfo  thofe  of  Fodderlee,  Fodderlee^bank  head,  and 
Fodder  lee- birks  (which  are  fituated  in  the  parifli  of  Abbotnxle,  fonneriy  % 
pendicle  of  Bedruk,)  now  united  to  Hobkirk. 
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ttailerS)  &c«  9 ;  poor  receiving  iapply  in  the  parifh  7  \  cut  of 
the  pariih  4* 

jLiv^  Sioci, — There  are  in  the  parifli,  of  work  and  faddle 
horfes,  55 ;  black  cattle  aoo ;  of  thefe^  above  a  fcore  are 
annually  fed  for  the  butcher,  befides  a  number  of  (heep  and 
young  (lock,  mod  of  which  are  brought  into  the  pariih  in 
the  winter  feafon,  from  the  Highlands,  where  they  are  graz- 
ed in  fummer,  it  having  now  become  a  general  pra^^icci  for 
the  fame  tenant  to  occupy  farms  in  both  the  high  and  low 
part  of  the  country,  with  that  particular  view;  (heep  100 
fcore,  moftly  of  the  Cheviot  breed  \  a  flock  of  the  common 
goats  of  this  country,  of  above  a  dozen,  and  alfo  a  few  of  the 
Weft  India  kind,  which  here  breed  and  thrive  well ;  fwine 
40;  carts  18;  ploughs  18;  2  horfes  are  commonly  put  to 
one  plough,  and  Mr  Brown  ploughs  a  good  deal  with  oxen, 
2  alfo  going  in  one  plough,  and  without  a  driver^  the  fame 
-^s  horfes. 

Crops  and  manure. — There  are  fown  annually  in  the  parifh 
about  350  bolls  oatsj'  50  bolls  barley;  15  wheat;  30 
peafc ;  20  potatoes ;  and  of  late  a  few  acres  of  tares,  at  New- 
ton, which  arc  mown  green,  and  given  to  the  horfes.  There 
have  been  ufually  fown  of  late  years,  about  100  acres  tur- 
nip ;  and  nearly  the  fame  quantity  in  artificial  graflTes. 
There  is  alfo  ufually  about  the  fame  quantity  in  what  is  cal- 
led naled falloiv »  Lime  is  the  manure  chiefly  ufed  here  in 
the  improvement  of  land,  notwithdanding  the  didance  from 
which  it  muft  be  brought,  and  confeq^ently  the  cxpence  at- 
tending it« 

Millsy  &c. — ^Thcre  is  a  corn  mill  and  a  bleachficld  in  the 
f  ariOi,  both  upon  the  Rule,  and  at  a  ihort  diftance  from  the 

Tillage 
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village  of  Bcdrule.  Tlierc  was  alfo  formerly  ai  cofn  mill  on 
the  Tiviot,  near  Newton,  the  fite  of  which,  in  confequence 
of  alterations  occafioned  by  floods  in  the  courfc  of  that  ri- 
ver, within  thefe  40  years,  is  now  fcarccly  difccrniblc.  Two 
orchards  :  One  dovecot ;  but  there  happens  alfo  to  be  three 
very  near  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Rooks. — ^The  crops  fuffer  lefs  from  the  beautiful 
^and  ufeful  bird  the  pigeon,  than  from  the  crow  or  rook, 
which  feems  to  increafe  in  number  with  improvement  in 
agriculture,  and  which,  as  the  pigeon,  not  only  devours  raft 
quantities  of  grain,  but  alfo  deftroys  the  potatoe  and  turnip, 
and  the  mod  hearty  and  luxuriant  roots  of  the  artificial 
grafles  \  all  which,  if  not  fo  injured^  feem  to  thrive  well 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Might  it  not  be  proper,  there- 
fore, efpecially  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  at  haft  to  t^- 
commend  the  obfcrvancc  of  an  old  law,  pafled  in  the  reign  of 
our  James  I.  refpefting  thefe  very  deftru£live  birds  ?  For 
though,  when  kept  in  due  bounds,  they  are  believed  to  be» 
upon  the  whole,  rather  ufeful  than  hurtful,  by  alfo  devour- 
ing  flugs  and  grubs,  &c.  more  concealed  enemies  of  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  ;  yet,  from  their  prefcnt  aftonifhing  num- 
bers, and  their  fceming  yearly  more  »nd  more  to  increafe, 
there  certainly  never  were  ftronger  reafons,,  than  at  prefent, 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  for  the  enforcement  of  that  law, 
at  leaft,  till  their  numbers  be  again  rendered  moderate.  In- 
deed, did  fuch  an  act  not  already  exift,  the  reafons  for  it 
have  here  become  of  late  foj  ftrong  and  urgent,  as  to  give 
<  good  ground  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  to- that  effect.  As 
the  act  is  (hort,  and  may  not  be  generally  known,  we  deem 
it  proper  here  to  infert  it.    ■ 

James  ift.  Parliament  ift,  c.  19.     "  Of  bigging  of  nijket 
in  trees."    ••  lim^  For  thy  that^  men  confidderis  that  niiket 

biggand 
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^  biggand  in  kuk$  zairdes,  ordiafdcst  ov  nreeSy  dots  greate 
^'  ikaith  upon  cornes:  It  is  ordained,  that  they  that  fik  trees 
**  pcfteinis  to>  lette  them  to  big,  and  fuflPer  on  na  wife  that 
<*  their  birdes  flie  aursy.  And  quhair  it  be  tainted  that  they 
**  big,  and  th^  birdes  'ht  flowin,  and  the  neft  be  fonden  in 
**  the  trees  at  Behtsne^  the  trees  fal  be  fairfauhed  to  the  King» 
^<  (bot  gif  they  be  redeemed  fra  him,  throw  them  that  they 
**  firft  perUined  to,)  and  hcwin  downe,  and  five  fchiilings 
**  to  tl^  Kingts  ualaw/* 

.  i^MU>— The  wJuiiretit  is  3475I.  139.  4d«  Seots.  Of  the 
real  rent,  one  tenaM  pays  about  370!.  Steriing,  another  a^ 
hove  aool.  Sterling,  another  about  200L  Sterling:  Two 
fmall  farmsy  together  >tith  certain  lands,  foSctkd  by  teoants 
wbofe  farmct  in  die  pariflies  of.  Jedburgh,  Ancrum,  and 
Cavers  adjoin  thereto,  a»ay  be  rat€d  at  1301.  Stei£ng. 
Ail  the  other  lands  in  the  pariik  are  in  the  natural  poireflioa 
of  the  proprietors. 

Ft/ATgr/.— r-There  were  anciently  four  vUhgts  in  the  pariflty 
which  are  now  mucl^  decayed,  and  the  number  of  houfes 
greatly  dimintflied,  viz.  Bcdrule  to  (he  Wcft|  Newton  to 
the  North- weft,  Rowcaftle  to  the  North*eail,  and  Fulton  to 
the  South- wefl,  frofn  the  centre  of  theparilb. 

B^Jry/f.^— The  origin  oftif  name  of  BedruU^  (by  the  pca» 
pie  ufually  pronounced  Bcdde  Rule)  is  uncertain.  What  feema 
mod  probable  is,  that  is  fi gnifies  thcfeaX  or  refting  place  of  Rule, 
or  Reguius^  probably  the  tutelar  Saint  of  the  parifli.  .But 
whether  the  Saint,  or  the  ancient  family  of  Rule  (de  Rule), 
gave  name  to  the  river,  that  village  and  other  places  upon 
its  bai^Vs ;  (^^  befides  Bedrule  there  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
the  town  O^Rule,  Hallrule,  and  Abbotrule}  or  whether  thf 
Vol.  JXr.  4  C  m^ 
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river  derived  iu  name  from  the  family  of  Rule^  or  from  St 
Rule,  18  uncertain ;  or,  perhaps,  from  the  rapidity  of  the 
ftream  (for  its  dream  is  very  rapid)  it  fignifies  R$uif  (Roll) 
as  in  fome  old  papers  it  is  alfo  written.  Whether  any  of 
thefe  be  the  true  derivation  is  doubtful.  But,  it  is  moft  cer- 
tain, that  the  chief  of  the  family  of  TurmMl^  a  branch  of 
the  very  ancient  family  of  Rule,  had  his  principal  refidence 
at  Bedrule  Caftle,  in  ancient  times,  a  (bong  hold,  pleafantly 
fituated  behind  the  church,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  \  a  fitu- 
ation  equally  remarkable  for  profpe£l,  for  iafety,  and  for 
beauty ;  from  the  fitc  of  which  (for  the  caftle  itielf  was  de- 
moUQied  fome  time  ago)  though  its  elevation  abore  die  bed 
of  the  river  be  not  very  great,  are  feen  difttndily,  to  the 
North*weft,  the  moft  elevated  tops  of  fome  of  the  hills  by 
Ettrick  and  Yanow,  and  the  Eildons  by  Melrofe  Abbey ; 
the  Rdd  Swyre  to  the  South-Eaft,  the  fource  of  the  Reid 
and  the  Jed  taking  different  dire^ions,  tlie  Reid  mixing 
with  the  waters  of  Tyne,  and  falling  into  the  fea  at  New- 
caftle ;  the  Jed,  vdth  thofe  of  the  Tiviot  and  Tweed,  whiA 
reach  the  fea*  at  Berwick ;  and  South- weftward,  the  (ame 
frontier  trad  from  whence  th^  Liddel  derives  its  fomcei 
which,  after  uniting  with  the  Ewes  and  the  Eflc,  falls  into 
theSolway  Firth,  a  branch  of  the  Irtfh  Sea.  The  view  is 
more  confined  towards  the  Eaft  and  the  Weft,  yet  the  tops 
of  the  Dunian  and  Ruberslaw  *  hills  in  the  neigUwurliood, 
were  fituations  moft  fuitable  in  martial  times,  by  the  lighting 
of  fires,  for  giving  the  alarm  to  the  dependents  and  friends 
of  the  family,  either  for  the  purpofe  of  defence  or  attack,  oa 
the  fudden  approach  of  an  enemy. 

*  Htight  of  tbe  buniftD  (roin  the  lerel  of  the  fea,        «        lej  t  feec 
■      ■  Robenlaw  •  •  •  x^f  ^ 
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Newton — ^Was  anciently  the  property  of  a  family  of  the 
fumame  of  Ker,  who  appear  to  have  been  cadets  of  Ferni- 
hirft.  There  was  alfo  a  houfe  of  ftrength  there,  now  like- 
urifc  demoliflied:  but  the  beautiful  avenues  of  venerable 
trees  dill  remaining^  befpeak  to  the  pafling  traveller  fome- 
thing  of  the  cpnfcquence  and  tafte  of  its  fonner  inhabi- 
tants. 

Rtnocajik — Situated  upon  a  more  elevated  ground,  than  e> 
thcT  Bcdrule  or  Newton,  is  confidered  by  fome  as  a  place  of 
great  antiquity.  Indeed,  it  is  faid,  however  unlikely  from 
its  prcfcnt  appearance,  that  the  Courts  of  Jufticc  were  ori- 
ginally held  there,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Jedburgh  The 
origin  of  the  name,  and  whether  it  has  been  derived  firom 
proprietors  of  the  fumame  of  Rewcaftle,  or  whether  it  may 
have  given  the  fumame  to  that  family,  is  uncertain.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  both  fumame  and  place  are  certainly  of  con* 
fiderable  antiquity. 

i^v//0/i— -Has  now  fcarcdy  any  veftiges  of  its  ancient  confe* 
quence,  except  fome  remains  of  its  tower,  which  are  dill 
ftandtng,  and  fometimes  ufed  by  the  tenant  as  a  bught  iott 
his  flieep.  The  well  known  fumame  Fulton,  corrcfponds 
to  the  name  of  this  place ;  bnt  we  do  not  adventure  to  con- 
jeflure,  whether  there  have  been  any  connexion  between 
the  one  and  the  other ;  for  we  have  been  able,  as  yet,  to 
trace  left  of  its  hiftory,  even  by  tradition,  than  any  of  the 
former. 

EncampmtntSn — There  are  plain  veftiges  of  a  regular  en- 
campment, on  an  elevated  ground,  almoft  at  an  equal  dif- 
tance  between  Bedrule  and  Newton.  From  its  figure, 
whidi  is  ftUl  diIUn£l|  it  appears  to  have  been  Briti/h.    There 

4  C  «  is 
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is  another,  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  a  mile  to  the  eaft* 
"wardf  which)  from  its  fquare  figure,  Grems  to  have  been 
Roman.  They  are  both  but  of  fmall  fize,  and  occupy  an 
area  nearly  of  the  fame  extent.  The  former  is  furroanded 
by  a  mound  of  eartli,  the  latter  by  a  mound  and  foffle. 

Mineralu — ^There  is  great  appearance  of  coal  in  the  lands 
of  Bedrule  ;  and  though  the  proprietor  m;ade  lately  an  at- 
tempt to  difcoyer  it,  and  was^  for  an  individual  at  coniider* 
able  expcnce  in  the  fcarch»  and  though  there  were  certaio* 
ly  fome  thin  feams  fpund,  yet,  in  the  iflue^  he  was  not  fo 
fuccefsful  as  his  laudable  perfeverance  rooft  juftly  merited  % 
not  owing,  as  is  ftill  thought,  by  any  means  to  the  uncer- 
taunty  of  the  fymptoms,  but  to  the  great  deepnefs  of  the  main 
feam. 

Indeed,  an  attempt  of  that  nature,  cfpecially  in  a  diflrid^ 
wheie  coal  has  not  as  yet  been  difcovered,  certainly  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  undertaken  upon  fuitable  conditions,  by  a  fociety, 
than  attempted  by  an  individual,  however  patriotic  or  liberal 
his  fpirit,  unlefs  his  fortune  be  va(l  indeed.  Nor,  at  any  rate, 
ought  the  experiment  to  be  committed  to  the  management 
of  obfcure  or  unfkiiful  people,  or  confined  to  a  flioTt  fpace  of 
time,  or  the  limits  of  one  eftate  or  pariffa ;  but,  after  mod 
careful  examination,  according  to  the  advice  of  fcientific  meo» 
of  well  known  ability  and  charadler,  the  mod  likely  %iot  in 
ai  diftri£k  ought  to  be  pitched  upon,  and  wherever  the  p9ob»- 
ble  trial  is  made,  mod  ferioufly  perfevered  in.  Suck  aicbcme 
would  be  truly  patriotic,  and  probably,  in  the  ifluc,  become 
no  lefs  gainful  than  honourable  to  the  undertakers,  and  of 
unfpeakable  advantage  to  the  proprietor  of  the  lands  where 
there  happened  to  be  found  fo  great  a  treafure-,  and  wtmld  has 
an  univerfal  bkfling  to  this  ochcrwife  naturalijrrich  and  bajK 
py  country* 

There 
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There  is  abundance  of  free-ftone  in  the  parith,  of  difiercnt 
kinds^  red  and  whitCj  both  of  excellent  quality.  Mainflaws 
quarry  not  only  fupplies  Jedburgh  and  the  neighbouring 
country,  but  (lone  from  thence  is  alfo  tranfported  to  the 
town  of  Hawicky  at  about  feven  miles  diftance,  and  fome- 
times  a  confiderable  way  beyond  it. 

Roads  and  Bridgfs.-^A.  branch  of  the  great  road  from  Lon- 
don to  Edinburgh  pafTes  through  the  South  part  of  the  pa- 
rifli.  The  great  road  between  Berwick  aud  Carhfle  di- 
Tc&s  its  courfe  through  the  North  part  the  whole  breadtK 
of  the  pahrifh.  This  road,  the  whole  way  acrofe  the  iiland, 
js  remarkable  for  variety  and  beauty,  particularly  where 
It  pafTes  through  this  pari(h  and  neighbourhood.  Indeed, 
every  where,  it  is  prcfenting  the  traveller  with  fcenes,  de- 
lightful, new  and  interefting.  One  while  he  has  an  exten- 
five  profped  of  a  rich  and  improved  country,  moft  of  it  in 
as  high  a  ftatc  of  cultivation  as  perhaps  it  is  capable  of, 
thereby,  at  the  fame  time,  difplaying  the  (kill  and  induftry  of 
its  profperous  inhabitants ;  the  fecunty,  wealth,  and  freedom 
of  the  fubje£t ;  the  happy  efie£ls  of  the  arts  of  peace,  un- 
der the  protefiion  of  law  and  good  government ;  and  in  that 
very  country,  in  thofe  very  fields,  which  formerly  yrcft 
filled,  in  confequence  of  the  jarring  interefls,  difputeSi  and 
quarrels  of  two  high-fpirited  and  warlike  nations,  with  defola- 
tion,  caVnage,  and  blood  ;  by  the  happy  union  of  which,  parti- 
cularly in  this  tra£l  of  country,  tie/word  is  bfitt  into  ike  plough^ 
Jbare^  the  f pear  into  the  pruning- hiok.  Anotlicr  while,  as  he 
proceeds  onward,  and  the  vale  becomes  more  contraAed  ^ 
the  hill  and  the  dale  ;  the  rock  ami  the  ftream,  here  and 
there  prefent  tfaemfdves,  and  the  welUIaid  out  plantation,  at 
a  didance,  and  the  near  coppice  of  natural  wood,  (kirting 
|hc  banks,  and  han£ing  over  the  margin  qi  the  ilzeain— 
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thefcy  with  their  various  inhabttantSi  and  ftill  more  diTeriifieJ 
by  other  amufing  and  intercfting  objefts,  form  together, 
fucceflive  groups  of  the  mod  various  and  pleaCng  of  rund 
fccnery.  Nor  will  the  reader  be  furprized  at  this  dcfcription, 
when  he  is  informed,  that  this  delightful  road,  dire£ling  its 
courfe  by  the  pleafant  towns  of  0>ldftream,  Kelfo,  Hawick, 
iMingholm,  and  liOngtown,  conducts  the  traveller  often  u- 
pori  the  banks,  ahiK)(l  always  in  view,  of  the  charming  rivers, 
'  the  Tweed,  the  Tiviot,  the  Ewes,  and  the  Eflc,  whole  pado- 
ral  dreams,  render  fo  delightful  the  moft  beautiful  part  of 
the  Arcadia  of  Scotland.  A  branch  of  the  fame  road,  lead- 
ing by  Jedburgh,  was  lately  made  through  this  parifli,  by 
which  a  mail  pafTes  three  times  a  week.  The  (latute  labour 
16  here  coriimutcd,  and  the  money  thereby  raifed  ufually 
laid  out  on  making  and  repairing  the  roads  in  the  pariOi. 

There  arc  two  bridges  in  the  pari(h,  both  acrofs  the  Rule, 
one  near  the  village  of  Spittal,  on  the  great  road  before  men- 
tioned, between  Berwick  and  Carlifle,  confiding  of  tU'O 
arches  ;  the  other  confiding  of  one  large  arch,  on  the  road 
from  Hawick  by  Bcdrule  to  Jedburgh- 

Huh* — ^The  Dunian  merits  particular  notice,  not  fo  much 
from  its  own  height  or  magnitude,  as  from  the  remarkable 
fituation  upon  which  it  dands ;  and,  though  rather  fmall  of 
hfclf,  and  dimimflring  in  ks  appearance,  the  nearei  one  ap- 
proaches it,  yet,  from  its  peculiar  fituation,  it  is  almod  c- 
very  where  feen  from  beyond  where  the  waters  begin  to  dc- 
fccr.d  to  the  wedem  (horcs  of  the  ifland,  to  the  utmod  boun- 
dary of  ttic  eadern  coad.  As,  in  ancient  times,  churches 
and  crofles  were  ufually  ere£led  m  the  mod  confpicuous  and 
elevated  fituations,  to  reach  the  eye  of  the  pious  traveller, 
or  pcrfons  in  dldrefs,  fo,  this  remarkable  hill,  {Dunian,  by 
thofe  acquatnfed  with  the  Gaelic  language,  being  faid  to  fig- 
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iiify  Johns  Hill^  might,  for  the  fame  rcafon,  be  dedicated  t^ 
the  beloved  difciplc  of  Chrift,  that  it  might  become  the  me- 
dium of  fafcty  and  comfort  to  the  numbcrlefs  votaries  of 
the  favourite  difciple  of  Jefus,  in  jeopardy  either  by  land  or 
by  water,  cfpecially  when  their  eye  couid  not  catch  in  its 
view  a  facred  fane  or  falutary  crucifix.  For,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fmallnefs  of  its  fize  ;  owing,  not  fo  much  to  its  ele« 
vated,  as  ftrikingly  obvious  Ctuation,  It  is  plainly  feen  ahnoft 
every  where  in  all  dire£lions,  particularly  over  that  vaft  tradt 
of  country,  comprehending  what  were  formerly  the  middle 
and  eaftern  marches^  or  frontiers  of  the  two  kingdoms,  ex- 
tending from  the  weftem  extremity  of  the  Reidfwyre,  to 
the  German  ocean,  and  overlooking,  in  a  Gngularly  com- 
manding profpefi,  an  immenfe  extent  of  claffical  ground^ 
equally  celebrated  in  poetry  and  fong,  as  it  ts  memorable  ia 
the  page  of  martial  hidory.  For,  the  profpeifl  from  thtt  re- 
markable eminence,  different  from  that  from  the  fiteof  Bed- 
rule  cadle,  is  almoft  alike  open  to  all  quarters.  Near,  and 
caftward  below,  the  fpeAator  views,  as  it  were  in  a  hafon^ 
the  town  of  Jedburgh,  miich  diftinguifhed  by  the  vencfraUe 
ruins  of  its  formerly  rich  and  magnificent  abbey,  andcntly 
the  peaceful  and  haj^y  retreat  of  Monks  of  the  order  of  St, 
Auguftin.  At  a  greater  diftance,  and  to  the  nortli  wel^ 
and  on  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  Giver  dreamed  Tiviot,  as  in 
an  amphitheatre,  opcn'mg  to  the  fouth,  tlic  eye  is  ftr4ick 
with  the  plain,  yet  elegant  modern  houfe  of  Minto,  whidi, 
though  remarkable  for  its  romantic  fituation,  is  greatly  more 
diftinguifhed  as  the  birth  place  of  eminent  patriots,  ftatef- 
men  and  legiflators,  guardians  of  their  country.  To  the 
ibuth-eaft,  and  at  ftill  a  farther  diftance,  appears  alfo  ftrik- 
ttigly  in  view,  the  houfe  of  Edgerfton,  equally  diftinguiflied 
for  the  fidelity,  prowefs,  and  loyalty  of  its  inhabitants,  as 
it  is  remarkable  for  its  having  continued  for  many  age-;,  tlic 
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feat  of  an  ancient  Scotciih  Baron,  the  neareft  to  the  Englifh, 
now  the  BritiOi  capital  •,  and  therebjTi  in  this  famous  Ifie, 
has  at  laft  become,  inllead  of  the  utmofl  barrier  of  the 
northern,  happily  the  centre  of  the  United  Kingdocn.  Weft- 
ward,  he  views,  from  its  fource,  the  beautiful  windings  of 
the  woody  Rule,  where  it  iflaes  in  three  ftreams  from  the 
lofty  mountains,  the  Not  (y  the  Gate,  Fana,  and  Wind 
burgh,  to  where  its  rapidly  rolling  flood  miies  with  the  Ti- 
riot,  oppofite  to  the  cattle  of  Fttlips,  which  is  moft  roman« 
tically  fituatcd  north  of  that  river,  almoft  in  a  line  with  the 
courfe  of  the  Rule,  on  the  fummit  of  the  eaftemmoft,  and 
moft  pIAurefque  of  the  Minto  craigs ;  hills  which,  for  (kua** 
tion  and  natural  beauty,  are  not  furpafled  bf  any  in  this 
country* 

iVsr.-^Tfae  indigent  here  are  chiefly  fupported  by  aflfcfl^ 
ment  ^  a  method,  however  well-intended,  and,  in  the  prefent 
ftaie  of  fociety,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  perhaps  un« 
Hvoid^le,  is  doubtlefs,  at  tlie  fame  time,  often  hurtful  to 
die  deferving  poor,  to  humanity,  and  the  inlereft  of  thoie 
on  whom  ^e  burden  is  laid.  There  are  500  merks  which 
were  mortified  ("funk)  to  the  poor  of  the  barony  of  Bedrulc 
^695,  by  William  Ramfay  in  Bedrule  mill,  and  Margaret 
Tumbttil,  his  wife  ;  of  which  it  is  faid,  (for  the  writer  ne* 
ver  faw  the  deed  of  mortification  itfelf)  the  family  of  Ca* 
vers  Carre  are  left  truftecs.  Mrs  Mary  Ann  Stevenfon,  re* 
IkGt  of  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Borland,  mortified  (funk)  iooI« 
Scots  to  the  poor  of  this  pari(L,  of  which,  in  the  account 
thereof,  in  the  pariih  record,  the  SeiEon  appear  to  have 
been  appointed  by  her  the  overfeers.  But,  with  the  deed 
of  mortification  itfelf,  if  ever  any  was  executed  by  Mrs 
Borland,  the  writer  is  not  as  yet  acquainted.  The  latter 
fum^  with  other  monies  iavings  of  the  Sei&on  in  former 

times 
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tiineS)  are  (locked  out  at  ititereft,  in  two  cumuh  futnsi  the 
one  of  451.  the  other  of  1  il.  Sterling. 

Parochial  RfgiJir.-^The  regiftet  of  the  names  of  children 
bom  in  the  parifli,  feems  to  have  been  carefully  attended  tt> 
from  the  commenceitient  of  the  above  mentioned  record 
1690,  until  the  etfia£lmeht  of  a  late  a£lof  Parliament,  laying 
a  fmall  tax  thereon ;  which,  tct j  different  from  the  purpofc 
thereby  intended,  here  operates  at  a  prohibition*  For,  al- 
though the  tax  be  fmall,  and  doubtlefs  trifling  to  many,  eJ> 
Ten  of  the  common  people,  in  towns,  where  money,  is  plen- 
ty, ind  wages  high  j  yet,  not  a  few  of  the  hbouring  pbor, 
tfpecially  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  confider  it  as  hard ; 
and,  Aerefoire,  whatever  can  be  faid,  as  it  entirely  depends 
an  their  own  choice,  whether  they  have  their  childrcns  names 
recorded  in  the  parifii  regifter  dr  not,  do,  rhoft  of  theni,  iu 
tfiis  parifh  at  lealt,  difcontinue  a  pra£tice  To  necefijiy  in  fo- 
ctety,  and  ofteA  fo  ufeful  and  intcrefting  to  individuals  ; 
and,  unfortunately,  from  the  poverty  of  the  people,  this^ 
feems  to  be  moft  generally  the  cafe  in  the  country,  where, 
diflerent  froit  populous  towns,  thete  is  almoft  no  other 
meahs  to  fopply  that  Omiflion  ;  and,  unluckily,  thofe  arc 
the  people,  who»  notwithftanding  their  mean  circumilances, 
ufually  reari  on  theii^  fcahty  earnings,  ^e  moft  numerous, 
mrcorrupted,  and  hardy  ofispringj  and,  thereby,  happily 
coanterad  the  baneful  ctk€is  of  idlenefs,  in^morality,  and 
diffipaidon  in  Society.  Such,  therefore,  in  every  view,  are 
well  entitled  to  have  their  childrens  births  recorded,  thereby, 
not  only  to  difcover  the  changes,  refources,  and  flrength  of 
the  nation,  but  alfo,  fo  far  as  to  thcmfelves  or  poderity  may 
be  intcrefting  or  agreeable,  to  have  the  place  of  their  birtli, 
their  age  and  memory,  preferved  on  record.    Wc  therefore 
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accord  with  the  author  of  the  Statiftical  Account  of  the  pa* 
ri(h  of  .who  fuggefts  the  propriety  of  grant- 

ing them  a  fmall  premium  for  doing  this,  rather  than  to  pre- 
vent them,  by  the  impofition  of  a  very  triflingi  and  confc- 
quently  unprodudtve  tax  ;  and,  were  this  the  cafe,  it  would 
certainly  feem  neither  hard  nor  unreafonablci  were  the  Le- 
gifiature  to  charge  with  a  tax,  all  thofe  who,  notwithftand- 
ing  fuch  indulgence  and  favour,  negled  to  acquit  them- 
felves  of  a  duty  fo  neceflary^  bodi  to  their  cktldren  and  fo- 
cicty. 

School. — The  fchoolmafter  has  what  is  called  a  legal  fala- 
ry,  which,  when  fixed  by  law,  as  the  minimum^  was  a  fum  of 
conGderable  value,  but  now,  from  the  aftonifliing  change  on 
the  value  of  money,  is  a  forry  pittance  indeed.  As  they  are 
xnoftly  the  children  of  poor  people  who  attend  him,  the 
wages  are  alfo  low,  and  he  has  nothing  now  allowed  him,  as 
he  formerly  had,  for  teaching  poor  fcholars.  His  fchool- 
houfe*  is  almoft  a  ruin* 

i 

Manfe.^-TYit  roanfe  is  alfo  in  a  bad  (late ;  but,  as  k  has 
been  twice  condemned,  once  by  a  jury  of  tradefmen  appoint- 
ed by  the  presbytery,  according  to  law,  20th  June  1 79a  ; 
another  time,  by  a  fecond  jury  of  tradefmen,  by  order  of  the 
Court  of  Seffion,  mutually  chofen  by  the  heritors  and  pref- 
bytery,  26th  July  1 793  5  it  is  to  be  re-built,  and  in  a  Clua- 
tion  more  dry  and  Icfs  cxpofed  than  the  prcfent  one^  and  alfo 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  church. 

St'^enJ,  &c.-^The  living  of  Bedrule  was  originally,  what, 
according  to  our  law,  is  called  a  benefice.    The  whole  teinds 

in 

*  For  a  fchoolmafler's  right  to  a  fchool-hoofe  and  &2ary,  tfide  A^  c. 
Pari.  I.  Cha.  I.    Ad  26.  Scf.  6.  Purl  x.  K.  W. 
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in  the  parifh,  viz.  both  parfonage  and  vicarage,  having  per* 
tained>  phno  jure^  to  the  kirk  or  parfon.  And  this  was  the 
cafe,  not  only  before,  but  alfo  a  conGderable  time  after  the 
Reformation,  as  well  when  Prefbyterian  church  government 
prevailed,  as  while  Epifcopacy  was  the  edabliihed  religion  of 
this  country.  But,  during  the  civil  wars,  a  conGderable 
change  feems  to  have  taken  place,  by  no  means  favourable  to 
the  living.  Yet,  notwithdanding,  the  minider,  till  lately, 
had  right  by  a  decreet  of  locality  of  ftipend,  pafled  19th  Feb- 
ruary 1662,  to  400I.  Scotch  money,  and  35  merks  for  fur^ 
niniing  communion*e1ements,  with  3  chalders,  5  bolls  and 
odds  vi£tttal,  and  the  whole  vicarage  teinds,  ipfi  corpora^  o£ 
the  baronies  of  Ucdrule,  Rewcadle,  and  Knowfouth,  in  lieu 
of  a  fmall  additional  fum  of  money,  alfo  allowed  for  furnifh* 
ing  elements,  and  an  additional  quantity  of  viftuul,  contain- 
ed in  a  decreet  of  modification  of  ftipend,  dated  1 3th  Feb- 
ruary 1650,  on  which  faid  decreet  of  locality  was  founded* 
But  by  a  late  modification,  the  ftipend  is  confiderably  altered, 
of  which  the  writer  is,  as  yet,  unable  to  give  a  full  account. 
Jofeph  Hume,  Efq;  of  Ninewells,  in  Berwickfliiie,  is  patron 
uf  the  pariih. 

The  giebe^i  in  an  inftrument  taken  by  Mr  Her.ry  Eliot, 

minifter  of  Bcdrule,  as  far  back  as  3d  June  1640,  in  the  Jan- 

4  D  a  guagc 

•  Each  larivUvard  minifter,  by  aft  ii8,  Parliament  la.  James  VI.  jih  June 
irpi,  (lic(i(1c^  hi^  ftipend,  &c.)  is  entitled  to  4  acres  Scotch,  equal  ro  5  acres 
linglilhi  of  the  btrft  arable  or />,fj/./  kirk-Jand  in  th*:  parith,  contiguous  or 
neorcft  to  the  church,  over  and  above  what  is  occupied  by  his  nianfe,  offices, 
gardcu,  and  (lack- yard,  for  which  there  \%  ufually  afli(^nc:d  hidf  an  acre  ;  apd 
by  A&  7th,  Parliament  i8th,  James  VI.  9th  July  1606,  if  there  be  no  kirk 
Unds  of  that  defcription  in  the  parifli,  near  to  the  chutch,  as  from  faid  a^fc 
appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  a  number  of  parilhes  in  the  kingdom  ac 
that  tim«,  particularly  on  the  borders  'od  in  the  Highlands,  to  have  the 
whole  or  whatever  was  icadcrcd  thereby  deficlcotj  made  up  of  kirk  land 
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guage  of  thofe  timesy  defignedi  the  wbolf  glebe  and  kirllanJj^ 
haa  been  a  good  deal  ameliorated  by  former  incumbents, 
though  much  ftill  remains  to  be  .done.  The  progrcfs 
they  have  made  in  clearing  it  of  immenfe  quantities  of 
granite  or  whin  ftones,  with  wluch»  notvithftanding  all 
that  has  been  done,  it  (till  abounds,  is  the  imoft  eilen- 
tial  and  durable  improvement  that  has  been  made.  For 
though,  in  its  original  (late,  it  might  be  jo<}ged  eqnal  in 
value  to  4  acres  Scotch, '  (5  acres  Englifli,)  of  good  ara- 
ble  land,  yet,  from  their  improvements,  and  the  extent  of  its 
furface,  which,  with  the  bed  of  the  river,  that  partly  inter- 
k€L$  it,  and  a  deep  bank  occupied  by  wood,  f  all  taken  to* 

gethcr 

lOpiUf  fnfficient  to  ptfture  foiiryiMii»in  lieu  of  each  acre  araUe,  to  whick 
•  he  wti  otherwife  entitled,  being  defigned  him.  From  this,  m  well  at  froa 
other  ciufei,  particularly  on  the  borders  and  in  the  Highlanda,  it  happcnt 
that  romfe  glebes  are  of  greater  extent  than  others,  iadapendcat  of  grais  fuffi- 
dent  to  paftnre  one  horfe  and  two  oows  being  aiSgned  accocdiag  to  aft  ft4tb, 
Parli^nent  ift,  Charles  II.  1663,  to  which,  noCwithdanding,  hy  iaid  aft,  the 
minillers  of  thefe  parifhes  are  aUu  entitled  ;  vid§  Mackensie'a  obfcrratioot 
on  aft  t7th.  Parliament  18th,  James  VI.  And,  therefore,  from  the  difiereoce 
of  the  ability  and  pains  of  incumbents  in  improving  foch  glebes,  as  wcU  as  from 
their  fise  and  the  natuie  of  their  foil,  obvioufly  proceeds  the  diflcrence  of  their 
▼alua.  Hence  the  importance  of  adopting  fome  rcafonahle  plaii»  at  has  bees 
often  fuggefted,  the  more  effeftually  to  cacite  all  minifters,  who  are  able,  ta 
do  fo,  without  prejudice  or  lof»  to  thofe  who  do  it,  their  families  or  heirs,  cb 
the  event  of  tAeir  removal  or  death.  By  this  meann,  though  furcefiors  were 
bound  to  make  a  reafonable  allowance  for.  imporunt  and  durable  improfc* 
mentfi,  at  the  fight  o(  arbiters  chofen  by  the  parties,  the  livings  would  be  be- 
nefited, while  none  concerned  could  be  any  way  injured. 

f  As  •«  *bi  gM4  amd  kirk  Imdrftbt  kirk  ^  JtdkMf^b;*  mit  U\A  z«cord,  ajth 
March  fame  year ;  ^iS  aUb  chap,  kx^  Par.  5.  J^mes  VI. ;  chap.  lo.  Par.  aj. 
James  VI. 

f  Though  the  minifter  had  been  in  nCs  to  cut  the  wood  on  his  glebe,  yet 
|he  heritors  of  Bedrule,  Toon  after  the  admiflran  of  Mr  Geoije  Dickfon, 
^eftioned  his  tight  to  do  lb,  who,  when  the  caufe  was  tried  in  the  Coort 
•f  Srflioo,  obuioed  a  decreet  in  favour  of  hii  title,  palled  joch  July  1754} 

by 
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gether,  may  contain  an  area  of  near  three  times  that  quan« 
tity  I  it  is  now  of  greater  value,  and  might  be  rendered  flaD 
more  fo,  were  it  compleatly  cleared  of  earthfaft  ftones,  and 
properly  drained  and  indofed. 

The  minider  has  neither  his  ^fiums  grofs^  as  feme  of  hit 
predecefiors  appear  to^have  had,  nor  any  allowance  for  themg 
that  he  knows  of. 

There  was  formerly  a  large  common  in  the  pariQi,  011 
which^  by  u&  and  wont,  be  had  right  to  pafture,  &c.     It 

was 

by  Lord  Dnimore,  Ordinary  on  the  bills.  In  confeqoence  of  which,  the  mi- 
otfier  is  in  the  praAice,  as  he  has  always  been,  of  dUpofing  of  the  wood  on 
h»  glebe  like  any  other  crop,  according  as  he  judges  proper,  wicfaoiit  any 
nakftation  or  interfetencc  whaterer. 

*  In  ancient  times,  when  it  was  necefTaiy  to  unite  the  people  as  clofe  as 
pofiible  by  a  common  intereft  for  their  common  defence,  and  in  defence  of 
their  country,  it  was  cnftomary  for  the  landcaUed  wftU  or  arable,  to  be  held 
aod  ocCDpitd  by  proprietors  and  tenants,  in  what  was  called  mr]^,  each,  aa 
biapropcrtf  was  iniaU  or  great,  having  been  thereby  able  to  rmm  and  fod* 
der  in  winter,  a  nambei  of  cattle  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  his  arable 
land.  And,  for  the  fame  reafon,  it  fcems  probable,  that  the  land  tttfirU^  in 
many  phces,  was  occupied  in  common,  each  proprietor  or  tenant,  in  a  cer- 
tain diftri^,  parifli,  or  eftate,  having  been  thereby  entitled  to  fimmor  pafture 
•n  the  outJSM  Uud  in  fumqic,  in  proportion  to  the  number  and  kinds  of 
cattle  he  waa  thus  able  to  rwm  or  fodder  in  winter,  by  means  of  his  (hare  of 

Afmm  i«  faid  to  have  coniifted  of  about  ten  (heep  or  one  cow,  a  horle  hav* 
ingbcen  confidered  a«  equal  to  twoy*»Mj. 

The  miniiker  of  every  landward  parilh,  haa,  by  law,  A&  34.  P^r).  t.  Cha« 
II  1663, besides  what  i»  ufually  called  his  arable  glebe,  aa  above  mentioned, 
alfo  right  lografi  or  graxtHg  for  one  horfe  and  two  cows ;  or  to  have  a  fufli- 
«icnt  quantity  of  fulrahle  land,  near  the  church,  laid  off  for  that'piirpofc ;  or  t<p  , 
have  lo  I.  Scot»  paid  him  annuslly  in  lieu  thereof,  a  fum,  at  that  time,  fuUf 
equivalent  thereto,  or  temporal  bnd  dcfi|;ned:  For  though  Ad  31  Pari.  1644, 
refpcdiing an  arable  glebe;  and  Ad  45*  I'^'l*  ^^49*  rcfpediu;;  grals,  were 
repealed  by  Ad  refeilTory ;  yet  the  above  mentioned  Ad  94.  Pari.  i.  Cha.  11. 
i66j,  was  ^enaialy  nwane  to  ferve  all  the  purp ofts  of  iatd  ads,  is  favour 
ofth#«fiabU&«d  ckrgy.  ,    , 
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Mras  divided  9th  September  1696,  without  any  dure  being 
kid  ofT  to  the  minider  in  lieu  thereof.  Againft  thde  dila« 
pidatiqn8»  tlie  then  iticumbenti  Mr  James  Borland,  as  mw 
nifter  of  Bedrule,  protcfted,  in  his  own  name,  and  in  name 
of  his  fucceflbrs  in  office,  miniders  there ;  and  this  he  did 
on  the  ground,  and  at  the  time,  when  the  heritors  were  oc- 
cupied with  their  arbiters  in  dividing  the  fame ;  and,  there- 
upon, took  inftruments  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Cr^nftoun, 
notar  public,  in  prefence  of  fundry  witnefles,  as  a  copy  of 
faid  inftrument,  now  before  the  writer,  more  fully  (hews. 
But  Mr  Borland,  having  been  then  advanced  in  life,  feems 
to  have  done  this  merely  to  exonerate  himfelf,  and  to  pre* 
(erve,  as  well  as  he  could,  a  right  to  any  of  his  fuccefibrs, 
who  might  diink  it  expedient,  fully  to  profecute  it  s  '^  For, 
the  law  has  ordained,  that  the  minifter  or  parfon,  quatenut 
par/Qfif  never  dies,  but  he  and  his  fucceflbrs  are  viewed  in 
a  corporate  capacity.  Hence,  all  the  original  rights  of  the 
parfonage  are,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  preferved  entire  and 
inviolate  to  the  fucceflbr.  The  prefent  incumbent  and  his 
predcccflbr,  who  lived  a  century  or  more  ago,  are,  in  law, 
one  and  the  fame  perfon  \  what  was  the  right  of  the  one,  is 
ftill  the  right  of  the  other.**  There  was  likewife  a  fmall 
common  near  the  church  called  Gourlay  Bog^  on  wluch  the 
minifter  of  Bcdmlc  was  alfo  in  ufc  to  pafturc,  and,  like  the 
former,  was  divided,  but  at  a  later  period,  without  any  part 
thereof  being  afligned  him,  or  any  indemnification,  as  yet 
made  for  the  lofs  the  Kving  thereby  fuftained.  He  has 
right  to  call  10  darg  X  of  iur/i  annually,  viz.  6  on  the  muirs 
of  Fulton,  Corfdeugh  and  Bedrule  i  2  on  Newton  Muir, 
and  2  on  Rewcaftlc  Muir.     Indeed,  a^^  coals  are  at  a  very 

great 

I  A  darx  of  turf  it  at  many  a«  can  be  cail  with  one  fpade  an  one  day. 
I  For  a  minifter*!  right  to  fud,  &c  and  aU  other  priTikgei,  according 
to  life  and  wont,  mde  chap.  X65.  P&rL  13.  Jamet  6th«  Mft  Joly  lS9h 
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great  diftance ;  and  the  roads,  till  of  late  turnpikes  were 
made,  a  great  part  of  the  year  almoft  impaflable ;  and  no 
peat  in  the  pari(h^  it  feems  probable,  that  turf,  which  is 
here,  in  general,  remarkably  good,  was  the  fuel  chiefly  ufed 
in  former  times.  But  now  that  coals  are  attainable,  though, 
owing  to  the  great  diftance  they  are  brought,  and  to  toll- 
bars  on  the  road,  very  expenflve ;'  even  the  pooreft  people 
in  the  parilh,  ufe.a  few  of  them. 

ChurcL^-lihe  antiquity  of  the  church,  we  are  as  yet  un« 
able  to  trace  \  but,  from  its  figure  and  conftru£ki'on,  it  feems 
to  have  been  built  in  thofe  times,  when  the  conftitution  of 
men  was  greatly  more  ftrong  than  it  is  at  prefent ;  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  our  hardy  forefathers,  it  is  partly 
below  ground,  and  the  windows,  or  rather  flits,  are  not  made 
to  open  and  fhut,  by  which  the  air  is  unavoidably  affe£ted, 
and  rendered  fomewhat  like  that  in  a  family  vault  or  damp 
cellar.  The  whole  fabric  is  much  decayed,  and  has  been,  for 
a  confiderable  time,  in  a  ruinous  ftate. 

Notwithftanding  our  other  improvements,  we  are  extreme* 
ly  forry  we  have  to  regret  the  bad  ftate  of  many  of  our  parifh 
churches,  and  that  thereby  fo  little  encouragement  Is  given 
to  the  people  to  attend  public  worOiip  there,  where  it  is  ob- 
vioufly  the  intereft,  as  well  as  the  bounden  duty  of  the  teach- 
er/to inftru^i  them  to  fear  God,  to  honour  the  King,  to  obey 
the  good  Laws,  to  refpeA  and  revere  the  happy  Conftitu- 
tion of  their  country,  and  to  pray  that  thereby  liberty  and 
peace  may  not  only  be  enjoyed  by  them  in  tlieir  days,  but  aU 
fo  conveyed  full  and  entire  to  their  children,  and,  by  the  fame 
luppy  and  liberal  means,  tranfmitted  unimpaired  to  the  lateft 
pofterity.  We  are  the  more  particular  on  this  head,  for  the 
^formation  of  grangers  $ ,  many  of  whom,  we  undcrftand, 

form, 
f  It  miy  be  proper  here  i^  to  inform  ftruigen,  that  the  Eftabliihed 

Cicrgy 
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fernn  an  unfavomnifale  opinion  of  the  rdigioni  people,  and 
cl€i|(7  of  tins  country  on  that  account ;  as,  M^ith  the  greatcft 
jufUce,  we  are  able  to  aflure  tliem,  that  the  bad,  and  indeed 
nery  indecent  (late  in  which  they  find  many  of  the  parifli 

chttfchcs 

Clergy  of  Scotland  are  fupported  by  a  finatt  part  of  the  ancient  patrimony  of 
rile  national  churdv  the  remainder  thereof  being  moflly  in  the  pofeffinn  of 
hiy  tiiMlart  or  impropriator!,  whereby,  properly  fpeakiflg.tht  pabhc  can  be  «B- 
^rftood  no  more  to  contribntd  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Eftablilhed  Clergy, 
Aan  to  that  of  thefe  lay  tHklarsyW  impr  opHatori  of  the  patrimony  of  the  cbwch. 
Therefore,  by  onr  hw,  when  it  a  judged  necdhry,  fma  tho  dMttge  oa  the 
'value  of  oumey ,  or  any  other  obviona  attd  onenwi  caulc,  for  the  cout  of  taadi^ 
which  was  originally  a  committee  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  to  gnM 
what  is  called  an  augmentation,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking^to  bring  the  mi* 
atfter*8  prefent  ftipend  fomewhat  nearer  to  iu  original  value,  they  can  have 
Mcnurfe  to  thefe  funds  etfly ;  and  no  landholders  or  others  are  affected  other 
v»itll  ft^^cnd,  or  what  ii  cattol  aogmeocattoo  of  fttpend,  bat  only  fo  ftw  at 
they  arc  proven  to  be  poffcflc^of  them  s  and  thoagh  dM  ftnall  remalsfof  Ae 
patrimony  of  the  churoh,  that  are  ftill  refcrvcd  by  the  ConiUtutiott  for  thola 
yurpofes,  were,  by  law,  alio  fecularized,  and  either  appliad  for  the  Kghtentng 
of  the  taxes,  or  granted,  by  royal  favour,  as  the  reft  have  been,  to  individoaI% 
for  fcrrloes  nal  or  fuppoled,  this  wntdd  not  diminifh.  Hat,  perhaps,  rathef  in- 
mtMtt  tho  burden  on  thofe  oa  whoai  it  prdfeatly  ti^  %ho  can  pittend  d6 
fight  thereto,  more  than  they  can  to  the  oM  church  lands,  or  free  leiada  he* 
ritably  pofTcITed  by  others,  or  the  free  teinds  of  their  own  ellaKs,  which  they, 
their  anceftors,  or  authors,  have  neither  obtained  by  favour  froih  the  Crown, 
flmr  aa  yet  parchafcd,  accordmg  to  law,  from  thefr  lay  tltuUrt,  or  impro- 
priMork  As  the  fecnhtriaation  of  thefr  funds  ^^^^^  underOood,  in  poiat 
of  intereft,  is  little  to  be  dcfired  by  heritors,  f<»  idfo,  if  they  vi«w  tii^ 
matter  properly,  as  little  by  the  commonalty,  not  even  by  Mflientert 
themlelves ;  and,  we  believe,  is  rtally  ferioully  dcfired  by  few  who  have 
U'  fincere  regard  for  the  good  of  their  country :  becaufe  we  know  of  no  J^ie> 
•r  Chrtfiiamty  it  waiild  not  be  obvioofly  the  interefr  tff  fociety  to  be  the  Eft  a. 
hiiflied  Religion,  rather  ilmn  mme\  for,  however  in  fpecuhtive  poimsthe^f 
tesy  differ,  and,  is  thefe,  often  more  in  words  than  ideas,  in  their  regard  for 
morals,  we  are  fati»fied,  all  the  fincere  are  perfedly  united,  aud  we  believe 
that  mtift,  even  of  Dtflcnters,  who  feel  the  comfort,  and  admit  the  ufcfulnefa 
•f  foclal  woilhip  and  public  inArudion|  arc  alfo  friendly  to  the  prc&rvation 

•f 
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churches  in  this  country,  neither  proceeds  from  the  genius 
of  Prcfbytcry  (the  EftabliihecJ  Religion)  the  temper  of  the 
people  of  Scotland,  nor  the  tafte  of  the  Eftablifhed  Clergy, 
who  all  feel,  and  often  exprcfs  the  hardfhip  of  their  fituation 
Vol.  XV.  •  4  E  in 

of  the  eftabllfliment  of  |>arixhial  churchea  aod  fchools.  And  that  this  is  the 
kafe,  i»  evident  from  thii,  that  none  do  more  heartily  accord  with  the  com- 
hioD,  and  perhaps,  in  too  many  inftances,  well  founded  outcry  againll  the  late 
frequent  annexations  and  fuppreiliofts  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  And, 
therefore,  the  only  difference  on  that  head  is»  as  is  natural  and  fuppofeable,  that 
each  would  wifii  the  clergy  and  fchoolmafters,  fettled  in  the  parilh  churches 
and  fchools,  eftablifhed  by  law,  of  their  own  fe^ft  or  profeffion.  But  all  mud 
fee,  that  in  thi^,  as  in  a  few  fpeculatlve  opinions,  in  which  fe<9bs  differ  from 
feach  other,  they  are  not  only  oppofed  to  all  who  at  prefent  adhere  to  the  £- 
flabllfficd  Church,  by  far  the  major  part  of  the  community,  but  are  alfo  there- 
by equally  in  bppofition  to  the  uiclinations  and  wifhes  of  one  another.  Nay; 
farther,  when  the  matter  is  duly  confidercd,  the  annlhibition  of  an  Eflablifli- 
ed  Clergy,  as  it  is  againfl  the  inclination,  fo,  obvioufly,  it  would  be  contrary  to 
the  fecular  intcrcft  of  the  people.  Tor  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  popular  com- 
|)Iaint  better  founded,  and,  in  the  juftice  of  which  all  defcriptipns  of  men  are 
more  agreed,  than  that  againfl  the  modefh  cuftom  of  the  the  money  raifed  in 
the  country  by  the  non-rclidence  of  many  of  the  landholders,  different  from 
the  pra^ice  of  their  fathers,  being  fpcnt  fo  much  at  a  diftance  from  it.  Now, 
by  our  excellent  Conftitution,  the  clergy  of  Scotland  arc  all  without  excep- 
tion bound  to  refide.  By  this  means  all  that  they  receive  in  ftipend,  out  of 
the  hnds  of  thdr  refpe^ive  parifhcs,  &c.  is,  thereby,  not  only  kept  in  the 
country,  but,  moil  of  it,  fpent  in  the  fevcral  pariflies and  neareft  market  towns 
to  ihcfc  pariflies,  in  which,  both  by  the  laws  of  the  church  and  the  ftatc,  they, 
the  clerj:y.  are  bound  to  refide.  Whatever,  therefore,  be  the  wifli  of  thofe 
{wc  truft  they  are  but  few)  who  are  equally  inimical  to  order,  to  law,  and  to 
good  government,  as  they  arc  to  religion,  wc  are  fatiiificd,  that  few,  if  anyi 
of  any  dcfcription,  even  of  Diflcntcrs,  at  leaft  in  this  part  of  the  country,  have 
fo  Car  degenerated  from  the  well  known  principles  o^  their  pious  and  virtuous 
anceftors,  as  to  wifli  national  religion  altogether  aboUfljcd,  but  only,  that  it 
were  of  that  fcdl  or  party  of  which  they  arc  members.  But  fuppoCng  it  o- 
therwifc,  wc  would  alk  fuch.  What  they  would  think  of  a  Government  or 
State,  fuppofe  Great  Britain,  that  would  feize  upon  all  that  lias  been  difponed 
fey  iddiviuoals  for  the  fupport  of  religious  worfhip  and  public  iilllrudioB,  it: 
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in  this  refpc£i,  and  their  hearty  dlfapprobation  thereof;  and 
feme  of  the  people  thus  clrcumftanccd,  even  go  the  length 
to  give  it  as  the  reafon  for  tlieir  remaining  at  home  in  bad 
weatheri  and  c^theTS,  of  defercing  the  Cdabliflied  Church  al- 
together, 

it  no  matter,  if  it  has  been  tolerated  hy  law,  of.  yrhat  USt  or  dcfcrlption  ? 
Would  tkis  not  cue  down,  at  ont  ilrokc,  the, pious  funds  of  all  the  DiiTcBtcrs, 
together  with  the  remaining  part  of  the  patrimony  of  the  church,  ftill  refcr- 
vcd  by  tlie  Legiflature  Co  be  applied  according  to  its  original  intention,  for 
the  fupport  of  nutional  religion,  i.  t,  pvUie  tverjhip  and  imJIruSiw  f  The  Efla- 
bliihed  Clergy  of  Scotland,  as  was  faid,  being,  by  law,  niofl  firidly  boned  to 
refide,  none  of  them,  therefore,  are  capable  of  holding  pluralities,  or  any  li- 
ving, in  eammeitdam,  by  which  meant,  independent  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  this 
falotaiy  regulation,  the  money  they  receive  m  (lipcnd,  Sec.  at  was  alfo  men- 
tioned, is  neceifjaily  circulated  in  the  pariihes  and  neareft  market  towns  to 
where  it  is  laifcd,  by  which  means  the  people  have  not  only  immediately  the 
benefit  of  their  iuflrudlion,  advic^  and  frlendfhip,  but  alfo,  mediately,  of  the 
ilipends  they  receive,  by  their  being  expended  amongft  thenu    By  the  law  cf 
Scotland,  aUb,  the  poor  of  every  dcfcriptton  or  fec^  whatever,  withoat  excep- 
tlon,  in  each  landward  pariih,  have  a  legal  title  to  call  upon  the  efUblilhcd 
minifter,  and  he  is  bound,  if  the  hexitors  and  tenants  do  not  duly  afiefs  them- 
felvcs  in  what  is  reafonable  for  their  roaiacenance,  upon  proper  infomution, 
to  report  to  the  Judge  Ordinary,  what  appears  fo  to  him,  and  aid  the  may 
\t  otherwile  altogether  helple£i,  and  thereby  prevent  whit  might,  in  fome 
cafes,  perhaps,  prove  a  fatal  delay.    For  the  minifter  is  ufually  unable,  how- 
ever difpoftd,  himfclf  to  fupply  them,  or  to  find  any  other  certain  means 
whereby  to  fupply  them,  according  to  their  often  great  and  urgent  ncceffitics. 
And,  therefore,  this  benevolent  and  wife  regulation,  in  our  bw,  though  fd- 
dom  exercifed,  it  a  moft  necelTary  and  proper  fecurity  to  the  poor,  efpedaUy 
in  theic  times,  different  from  thofe  in  which  landholders  generally  redded  in 
.the  country,  and  regularly  attended  the  church  ;  by  which  means,  thcj  not 
only  had  an  opportunity  to  hear  and  know  weekly,  the  (late  of  the  poor  in 
the  pariQi,  but,  befides  contributing  thcmfelves,  of  letting  an  example  to  their 
tenants  and  dependants,  alfo,  to  contribute  to  their  relief ;  whereas,  it  is  now 
too  generally  cuflomary  for  them,  not  only  to  refide  the  greateft  part  of  the 
year,  if  not  altogether,  in  the  Capital,  or  fome  great  town,  but,  when  in  the 
country,  r^ely,  if  at  all,  to  attend  public  ivorfhip.    As  thxt  modern  pnidice 
lias  ahready  greatly  aff^^ted  focicty,  fo  it  is  particularly  hurtful  to  tha  inte- 
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together,  and  attending  divine  fcrvice  with  the  Difleiitersi 
whofc  houfes  of  worfhip,  though  built  by  contribulioii,  are' 
decent,  convenient,  and  comfortable  j  and  choofe  rather  to 
<1o  this,  though  accompanied  with  ex  pence,  th?.n  atttnd  the 
Eilablifhed  Clergy  in  thofe  churches  where  their  health  is  in 
danger.  Strangers  will  naturally  wifh  to  be  informed  from 
whence  the  negleft  pioceeds.  Candour,  however  painful, 
obliges  us  plainly  to  (late  the  anfwer.  By  the  law  and  prac-' 
ticc  of  Scotland,  ditferent  from  what  obtains  in  fome  other 
countries,  the  burden  of  building  and  repairing  the  churches 
eflabliQied  by  law,  particularly  in  landtvard  or  country  pa- 
ii(he$,  is  not  raifed  by  affefTment  on  all  poffeflbrs  of  lands  and 
houfes,  whether  tenant  or  proprietor,  indifcriminately,  nor 
raifed  by  briefs,  but  is  raifed  from  lands  only  ;  and,  there- 
fore, by  the  fame  right,  according  to  the  Conflitution  and 
prefent  exifting  law  of  Scotland,  by  which  our  heritors  or 
landholders  in  the  act  qtWcA  parijhioners*  poflcfs  their  eftates, 

4  E  2  ^  they 

reft  and  comfort  of  the  modeA  ^nd  deferving  poor,  by  fo  much  breaking  oflf 
thetr  connexion  with  the  wealthy,  and,  in  moil  cafes,  even  preventing  theni 
being  known-  co  them ;  by  which  meant,  the  modeft  and  (hameleft,  the  ioduf- 
triont  and  flothfol,  the  deferring  and  worthiefs.  are  unavoidably  placed  on 
the  fame  footing,  and  claficd  indifcriminatcly  on  the  &me  common  loU,  which, 
thoogb  in  an  aiTeflnient  of  that  nature,  can  fcarcely  be  avoided,  is  ohviouily 
the  occafiou  of  many  and  great  eviii,  befidet  increaiing  the  ^0r-ra#ci. 

•  Farifidwurs,  u  c.  btrtUru  This  expreffion  is  equally  agreeable  to  the 
law  and  praAice  of  Scotland  :  **  For,  (in  the  words  of  a  great  lawyer  \  on 
that  head)  all  who  have  lands  in  a  parifli,  are  confidered  as  ^irri/^Mfi^r/,  with- 
out refpcA  to  their  refidence,  at  to  gtl  parochial  turdcnjf  which  are  propor- 
tioned to  the  valuation  of  every  heritot's  lands  in  the  parifh,  and  not  to  hit 
quality  or  bb  lands  in  other  pariflies.*'  Ad  54.  Pari.  3.  Ja.  6. 1572.  "  And 
{la  the  wordi  of  the  fame  great  man)  the  church  yard  is  fenced  with  dfkes, 
partly  for  ornament,  and  partly  as  a  prefervative  to  the  dead  bodies,  from 

I  Fbties  9fi  ttiwlsfpaits  209  and  %\^, 
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they  are  bound,  bcfidcs  upholding  manfe  and  fchool-houfr, 
to  buUd  and  repair  the  parifli  church,  churclv-yard  waHs,  &c. 
where  their  lands  are  fituated,  in  a  reafonable  and  decent 
manner.  Hence,  as  is  obvious,  fuch  landholders,  and  the^ 
only,  who  negle£l  to  do  fo,  give  ground  for  that  reflcAion ; 
and  the  bad  ftate  of  many  of  the  pari(h  churches  .of  this 
country,  thereby  become  fo  juft  a  caufe  of  complaint  to  the 
people,  to  the  very  people,  who  by  their  adherence  to  the  e- 
ftablilhed  religion  of  the  country,  certainly  do  (hew  them- 
fclves  not  the  lead  friendly  to  our  happy  Conftitution,  in 
church  and  in  (late }  thereby,  alfo,  as  is  obvious,  the  laws  are 
infringed,  and  the  moft  peaceable  and  religious  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  fubjeds,  much  aggrieved.  For,  the  law  of  this  coun« 
try  is  fo  well  and  fo  wifely  framed,  as  to  lay  the  burden  of 
building  and  repairing  the  church  and  fchooUhoufe,  &c.  up- 
on the  rich,  to  relieve  tlie  poor,  not  upon  perfons,  but  upon 
property,  therefore,  no  individual's  rights  or  property  are  or 
can  be,  invaded  or  afFe£led  thereby  ;  nor  can  any  perfons  or 
f:lafies  of  men,  of  v  hattver  defcription,  be  any  way  interfer- 
ed with,  but  as  proprietors  of  lands, /^  their  lands  on^y  ;  on 
which  exprefs  condition  they  are  conveyed  and  held  ;  and, 
therefore,  by  neglecting  to  acquit  themfelves  of  thefe  legal 
engagements,  to  which  they  are  bound  by  the  fame  tenure 
they  hold  their  eftates,  as  well  as  to  fulfill  fo  pious  and  im- 
portant 

^ciag  digged  up  and  devoured  by  bcafta.  The  bwlding  and  ivpaiiia;  of 
churches  md  church*yard  dykes,  was  once  referred  to  the  Privy  CoonciJ, 
aA  76.  ParL  9.  sd  May  1693.  But  now  the  parUhiooers,  i.  f.  herU§rt^  moft 
build  and  repair  the  church  yard  dykes  with  ftone  and  mortar  two  elns  (yards) 
bigh,  with  fuffictenc  ftiles  and  entries,  and  the  Lords  of  Seffion  are  to  dired 
letters  of  homing  agatnft  themto*that  effcd:  Ad  934.  Patl.  15.  Ja.  6. 1597.^ 
The  parifliioners  (heritors)  are  alfo  bound  to  provide  commooioa  cups,  ta- 
bles, and  tabic  cloths,  &c  vxV<  chap.  6.  Pari.  aa.  Ja.  6. 1617. 
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portant  a  duty }  they,  at  the  fame  time,  plainly  fliew  a  high 
difrefpedl  to  the  worftiip  of  God,  and  a  great  difregard  for 
the  Conflitution  and  Laws  of  their  country,  by  which  they 
mre  fecured  and  prote£led  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and 
property. 

It  may  be  aikedi  Is  there  no  cwipulfttwr  provided  by  law  in 
hard  cafes  ?  There  is.  But,  not  to  mention  how  avcrfe 
the  people  refiding  xta  a  parifhi  naturally  muft  be  to  enter 
inio  a  procefs  at  law  \^ith  the  very  perfons  of  whom  they 
farm  their  lands ;  the  trouble  and  expence  of  fuch  a  procefs, 
with  men  fo  weighty  and  powerful,  is  an  objeflion  to  them 
for  the  mod  part  infurjnountable.  And  it  is  the  more 
hard,  as  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but  that  the  people  in 
the  communion  of  the  Eftablilhed  Church  would  be  equally 
forwardj  according  to  their  abilities,  to  re-build  and  rep^r 
their  churches,  as  the  Diflenters  are  their  houfes  of  wor(hip» 
were  it  not,  that  the  law  has  fo  wifely  ordered  it  otherwifcj 
by  laying  the  burden  of  fupporting  the  eftabliflied  religion  of 
the  country,  on  lands  purchafed  and  held  on  that  ezprels 
condition,  whereby  all  perfons  of  whatever  defcription,  except 
proprietors  of  lands yir  their  lands  oniy^  are,  juftly  fpeaking, 
exempted ;  and  thofe  alone,  who  are  incKned  to  adhere  to 
the  eftabliOied  church,  are  aiFe£ted  by  their  neglcci ;  and 
thus,  thereby,  either  made  to  fufier,  or  involve  thelnfelves  in 
a  procefs  of  law,  which,  for  reafons  above  mentioned,  they 
rarely  adventure  uponj  or  abfent  themfelvcs  fron  divine  fer- 
vice  'y  a  cuftom,  alas  !  become  too  common  ;  or  take  refuge 
among  the  DifTenters,  whofe  houfes  of  worfliip  are  duly  at« 
tended  to,  and  where  the  people  (it,  in  the  fevered  weather, 
dry  aiMl  comfortable :  and,  it  is  proper  to  add,  what  certain- 
ly ought  to  have  much  weight,  that  however  inclined  thofe 
adhering  to  the  £(labli(hed  Church,  in  mod  country  pari(hes, 
pay  be  to  accommodate  themfelvcs^  if  the  law  had  not  or* 

dcrci 
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dcred  it  otherwife;  this  is  in  a  great  meafure  to  thetn  imprac- 
ticabk)  not  only  by  their  diftance  from  one  another,  but  more 
efpecially  their  generally  low  circum(lance8,-who^  notwith- 
ftandingy  as  our  happy  Conftitution  has  fixed  it,  have  as  good 
a  right^  by  law,  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  religious  inflnic- 
tion  and  education,  by  the  wife  inftitution  of  parochial  cler- 
gy, and  eftabliflied  fchoolmafters,  as  their  more  wealthy 
brethren  in  cities  and  in  towns,  to  whom,  by  their  neamefs 
to  one  another,  their  numbers  and  greater  wealth,  the  want 
of  thefe  edablilhments,  fo  particularly  ncceflary  in  the  coun- 
try, might,  however  proper  alfo  in  towns,  by  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  be  more  eafily  fupplied  \  whereas,  if  the  poor  and 
fcattered  inhabitants  in  moll  landward  pari(hes,  be  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  their  eftabliflied  churches  and  parodiiat 
Ichools,  as  appointed  by  law,  many  of  them,  efpecially  in 
remote  fituations,  mud  unavoidably  lofe  the  advantages  of  re- 
ligious inftrudion  and  cducatipn,  f  fo  interefting,  not  only 

t« 

'  f  Ai  mottificitMnt  vnd  donationi  ■mongft  diflentcri  are  intended  to  fup- 
port  a  particular  church  or  fed,  according  to  the  will  of  the  donors,  fo  the 
funds  in  Scotland,  appropriated  by  law  for  the  fupport  of  public  teachers,  in 
landward  diftri^s  or  pariihct,  ought,  in  like  manner,  ever  to  be  conlidercd  as 
lacral  depofits  wifely  preferved  bf  the  legiflature  in  favour  of  th«  cominuni- 
tjr,  to  Mder  that  people  in  the  meaneft  circumftances,  and  moft  retired  Ctoa- 
tion«,  may  al\i ays  have  the  opportunity  of  being  inftnided  in  true  re- 
ligion, **  to  do  juftly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly ;  to  do  to  all 
•«  as  they  would  they  fliould  do  to  them,  were  they  in  their  circnmlUnces,'* 
and  whenever  the  inftitution  of  public  inftrudors  has  a  different  tendency, 
mhich,  we  are  apt  to  believe,  is  feldom  the  cafe,  this  by  no  means  proceeds 
from  the  nature  or  principle  of  the  inftitution  itfelf,  but  from  the  pervcriion 
of  its  original  intention  and  obvious  ufe,  and  this  the  community  ought,  there* 
fore,  ever  moft  carefully  to  guard  againft,  and  alfo  againft  any  of  tu  meaberi 
being  conftraincd  to  attend  the  Eftabliftied  teachers,  in  preference  to  otberSi 
fK  tbofe  who  do  attend  them,  being  any  way  difturbcd  on  that  account.^ 
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to  themfelved  and  their  children,  but  alfo  to  the  political 
health  and  happincfs  6f  the  (late. 

It  will  probably  be  fuppoled,  that  the  minifter  of  the  pa- 
Tifh)  in  particular,  is  thereby  called  upon,  in  duty,  toinflft  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  law  ;  but,  not  to  mention  what  is  ufu- 
ally  the  cafe,  his  utter  inability,  in  point  of  circumftances,  to 
enter  the  lifts  with  a  number  of  wealthy  and  powerful  oppo- 
nents, and  that,  too,  without  any  other  aid  or  countenance, 
but  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe  ;  he  is  almoft  certain  of  being 
thereby  involyed  in  inexpreflible  difficulties ;  and,  in  the  ifTue, 
as  has  often  been  experienced,  may  not  only  have  the  morti- 
fication of  being  difappointed  of  fuccefs,  but  alfo,  however  un- 
juftly,of  being  thereby  held  up  as  litigious,  teafing,  and  trou- 
blcfome.H 

It 

^  IMeed  it  mty  be  proper,  in  this  place,  to  obferve,  in  genera],  that  the 
people  fcem  more  diflatisfied  at  their  inability  to  render  the  laws  efficient,  than 
at  what  they  confider  the  moflr  unequal  and  heavy  of  thp  taxes :  that  fome  oC 
them  chufe  rather  to  fubmit  to  oppreffion  and  the  lofi  of  their  property, than 
contend  in  a  law  fuit  with  the  wealthy,  &c.  becaufe  they  are  afraid,  which  e- 
ver  way  it  go,  of  the  effeds  thereof,  while  their  rich  opponents,  from  their 
greater  wealth,  &c.  would  be  fcarcefy  at  all  affeSed  by  it, and  they  can  there* 
liy  eafily,  alfo,  perplex  and  prolong  the  bufineis,  and  carry  it  from  one  Court 
to  another,  where,  from  the  greater  expence,  dilUnce,  &c.  they,  their  fe^^ 
antagonifts,  are  ftill  more  unable  to  contend :— And  that  this  is  fomctimei 
cnc<9.ual]y  held  out  in  terrorem^  when  any  of  th«m  happen  to  be  hardy  enough 
to  prefume  to  maintain  their  jufl  rights,  contrary  to  the  pleafure  of  their 
more  opulent  neighbours,  f  To  add  to  thefe  hardihips,  they  alfo  complain, 
that  they  have  not  accefi  for  ordinary,  to  thofe  by  whom  they  are  aggrieved, 
to  plead  their  caufe  or  ftatc  their  cafe,  hardihips  and  grievances,  but  only 
through  people  employed  by  them,  of  whom  they  have  ufually  a  ftiU  more 

unfavourable 

\  Fnm  the  tvoris  9/ a  tertain  great  man,  (Dr  JoB/tfin)  it  is  evitktitly  Ik  opl- 
ff/ViTy  that  •<  N9  fibeme  0/  p^iiey  baty  in  atiy  twntry  yet,  bnugbt  the  ritb  andpe^r 
*'  om  efwal  terms,  inf  Cwrts  •fJuStaturc'^*  But  befeewu  iwt  altogether  to  deJpMr 
•f  it ;  fir  bt  addsf  «  Perhaps  experientt  improvit^  9m  n^rieMctf  may  in  time  ef- 

^/eai$:\ 
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It  is  for  reafons  fuch  as  ihcfc,  and  not  from  a  want  of  de- 
firc  on  the  part  of  the  people  and  miniftct  of  Bedrule,  to  have 
every  thing  put  on  a  legal  footing*  that  the  church^yard  wall 
is  in  great  difrcpair,  that  the  gate  is  fo  broken  down  and  ne- 
glefted,  as  not  to  prtvcnt  the  intrufion  of  fwine,  and  there- 
by to  alarm  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  gruvcs 
of  their  dcccafed  relations  ;  that  the  church  bell,  which  has 
been  .long  rent,  is  now  altogether  ufelcfs  by  the  want  of  1 
tongue ;  that  the  beadle  is  without  a  falary ;  that  the  manfc 
has,  till  of  late,  been  inhabited  by  the  miniftcr,  notw-ithftand- 
ing  its  long  very  bad  ftatc  \  that  the  church  and  fchoolhoitft  ftill 
remain  in  their  ruinous  condition.  And,  we  are  forry  to 
fay,  that  that  kind  of  negleft  is  too  common  over  the  couiv^ 
try  5  and,  not  to  mention  that  many,  who  from  their  rank  or 

ilation, 

tmravourablc  o|>inIoti ;  ati<5»  therefore,  to  whom,  though,  for  the  moft  p«rti 
yst  helievc,  unjuftly,  they  arc  apt  to  afciibe  tbcir  hardfiiip!i  and  difficultid. 
But,  in  order  to  judge  how  much  this  i«  the  cafe,  wc  need  only  rciDind  our 
reader  of  the  anfwcr  given  by  Charles  It.,  though  rcprefented,  at  the  fame 
time,  by  the  hi((orian  who  relates  the  faft,  as  of  a  humane  and  feeling  difpo- 
fition,  when  informed  of  the  hardihips.  the  people  fuffeied,  under  the  admi- 
niftration  of  a  certain  great  fcrvant  of  his  :  ««  I  perceive,  faid  he,  that  Lau- 
derdale has  been  guilty  of  many  bad  things  againll  the  people  of  Scotland, 
but  f  cai:not  find,  that  he  has  afled  any  thing  tontrery  to  mj  inierep,**  And, 
therefore,  notwithftanding,  his  corfcffcd  humanity,  he  neither  called  him  to 
account,  nor  dilmiifcd  hiin  his  fervice,  fat  lefs  did  he  give  him  orders  to 
repair  the  !o juries  done.  When  we  have  faid  thus  much,  we  fubmit 
the  weight  and  importance  of  our  obferTatlons,  with  great  defcraoce»  to  the 
penetrating  eye  of  an  impartial  public,  particularly  to  thofe  in  the  lenau 
snd  judgment- feat,  whom  our  excellent  Conftitution  has  happily  render- 
cd  independent  and  &ce.  And,  the  more  plainly,  becaufe,  we  are  fati^fied, 
that  the  be(l  fupport  of  any  nation,  the  ftrongcft  pillars  of  any  government, 
are.  That  the  people's  morals  be  found,  that  their  manners  be  civtl,  that  their 
religioa  be  liberali  that  the  laws.  tbat>^/^,  be  f<|ually  eafy  and  accrftbk  tv 
all 
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fiation,  as  well  as  intereft  in  the  country,  ought  certainlj  to 
fet  a  better  example,  abfcnt  themfelves  from  public  wo^ft^ip 
altogether,  the  difrefpcft  that'  is  thus  (hewn  to  law  and  reli- 
gion, as  well  as  diftegard  to  thfe  inclination,  convenience,  and 
comfort  of  the  people,  is,  in  our  opinion,  equally  impolitic  in 
them  as  it  i&  illegal  and  profane*  For,  we  may  expect,  and 
we  pray  God  it  be  not  in  fome  degree  the  cafe  already,  that 
the  contempt  that  has  been  of  late  fo  generally  thrown  on  re* 
li-(!On  and  its  peaceful  adherents,  may,  in  time,  excite  th« 
multitude,  who  are  but  too  apt  to  imitate  the  vices  of  their 
fup triors,  rather  than  their  virtues^  to  (liake  off  ^heir  honed, 
as  well  as  pious  principles,  and  at  laft  to  become,  if  not  as 
profane,  at  lead  as  corrupt  as  too  many  of  thofe  who  e deem 
themfelves  their  betters.  When  this  event  takes  place,  which, 
if  not  wifely  prevented,  may  be  nearer  than  many  of  us  ima- 
gine, thofe  who  have  done  the  mifchief  mud  feverely  feel  the 
cffe£ls  of  it,  and  will  thereby,  though,  perhaps,  too  late,  fimi 
the  neceffity^  from  the  want  of  a  better  principle^  of  fetting  tlta. 
example  of  a  proper  regard  to  the  laws  of  God  and  their  coun- 
try, for  their  own  interefi  and  in  their  own  defence.  For,  what- 
ever falfe  and  vain  philofophers  may  pretend,  a  nation  or  peo- 
ple, without  rehgian  will  alfo  be  without /r/V;<*/)^/^. 

But  the  writer,  when  he  has  faid  thus  much,  is  at  the  fame 
time  happy,  with  great  judice  and  equal  pteafure,  to  b«  abk 
to  add,  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  heritors  or  land* 
holders  of  Scotland  are  of  a  very  diflerenf  defcrrption.  And, 
therefore,  from  a  real  regard  to  the  worfliip  of  God,  the  com- 
fort, good  will,  and  convenience  of  the  people,  and  coneern 
for  the  credit  of  their  native  country,  as  well  as  from  their 
high  rtfpeOt  for  its  conftitution  stnd  laws,  they  have  the  pa- 
ri(h  churches,  where  fhelf  hnds  are'  fituated^  riot  only  decenf 
and  €OfttfinabU^  but  fome  of  them  elegatit* 

Vox..  XV.  4F  eiefsj.% 
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Clergy.^ — Mr  Jofcph  TcnnenN  who  ff ems  to' hare  been 
6ne  of  the  firft  of  the  Reformed  clergy  in  t!iis  part  of  tlifc 
Country,  is  mentioned  in  an  old  record  of  prcfbytcry,  as  mi- 
niftcr  of  Bedrule,  2%  far  bick  as  the  1606,  and  lived  till  about 
the  1631  ;  who  alfo  held^  for  a  confiderablc  time,  the  It- 
Ting  of  Ab'H3trulc,  the  cure  of  which  he  likewife  fcnrcd,  c- 
even  down  to  about  the  year  1621,  when  it  was  disjoir>ed 
from  Bedrule  j  and  Mr  James  Kcr,  laird  of  the  Grange,  sn 
cftatc  in  that  parifti,  whofc  Urifc  was  charged  with  %mtcbcraft^ 
but,  as  appears  from  the  above  record,  moji  unjujilj^  was  or- 
dained there  ;  he  being  the  firll  Proteftant  miniftcr  of 
Abbotrule  after  its  disjunction  from  Bedrule.  Mr  Tennent 
was  fucceedcd  by  Mr  David  Fowlis,  who  was  admitted  3Qth 
Oftobcr  '633,  by  the  Bifliop  of  Caithnefs  }  and  prelbytery  of 
Jedburgh.  Mr  Fowlis  was  foon  after  tranflatcd' to  Oxnam, 
which,  in  thofc  times,  fecms  to  hate  been  confidered  as  one 
of  the  mod  valuable  livings  in  the  South  of  Scotland  ;  and 
Mr  Henry  Pci'-fon  fucceeded  him  in  the  benefice  of  Bedrule. 
But  tlie  Covenanters !»  foon  after  gaiiling  the  afcendency, 

both 

f  Here  it  mty  not  be  unwdrthy  of  retntrk,  that  the  Scottiih  Church,  in 
ihe  rank  of  her  Clergy,  before  her  connexion  with  the  Sic  of  Rome,  was 
nearly  the  fame  as  (he  became  immediately  on  her  Reformation  from  Pope* 
ry  :  Aad,  thit  tbt  Liturgy,  or  B^k  tfComm'in  Ordet^  received  and  ufed  by  the 
keformed  Kirk  i>f  Scotland,  and  commonly  called  Km^x'%  Litmrgy,  fur  piety, 
fimplicity,  natural  eafe  and  energy  of  cxprcffion,  i«  equalled  by  few,  and  for- 
paflcd  by  none. 

J  This  was  Dr  John  Abcmethy,  then  alfo  minift^  of  Jedburgh,  and 
mthor  of  a  theological  work,  entitled,  •<  A  Chriftian  and  Heavenly  Treatife, 
containing  Phyfic  for  the  Soul."  His  name  is  mentioned  in  the  printed  atSt 
of  that  period,  as  a  Member  of  federal  Committees  of  the  Scotch  Parliament. 

t  The  following  exrraA,  from  the  record  of  Prcfbytcry,  will  enable  the 
rtader  to  form  fome  idea, how  tndifcrimkiately  the  Covenant  was  adminiflcr* 
Mi  or  rather  impofed,  upon  many  of  the  people,  at  that  time,  when  the  cen- 

ftifk 
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koth  tKef<^  gentlemen  wtre  removed  from  their  churches,  foe 

their   attachment  to  Epifcopacy.     Mr  Henry  Eliot  was  the 

4  F.  Prefbyterian 

fprea  of  the  Church  were  followed  \ip  by  civil  penaltict  ^  "  At  Jedburgh  the 
laft  da>  of  February  1644  {Inter  alia)  The  qu  Ik  day  Mr  Waher  Makg;il| 
acqu»ia(cd  the  brethrin  by  his  letter,  t]iv  having  rMinmoned  John  Young  and 
Thoma«  Young  in  FaUcaPle,  before  his  Seflion,  for  not  fubfcryving  the  Cove- 
DaAC,  the  folds  perfoos  told  the  ki^  ofEcer,  that  they  would  ten  (know  01  ae- 
hw^joUdge)  no  fcflion  nor  niiaifter,  hut  falltno  the  ctmmand  of  their  mafter^  my 
JLcrd  Tr0fitair ;  and  for  refufalyhecaijfedfummon  thcip  befor.e  this  prcfbyte- 
ry  againft  this  day,  who  not  coiii|)earin«r,  was  ordeaned  to  be  fummoncd  pro 
sJb  with  certification.'*  Hence  the  danger  of  impoling  indifcriminately  the 
l»Qie  oath  on  all  perfons  of  every  deft  ription,  as  well  a*  the  pernicious  c«nfe- 
qucoce  of  multiplying  ()ath»,  and  rendering  an  appeal  to  God»  that  laft  and 
naoil  facred  pledge  €i(  fecurity  to  focicty,  too  frrqjicnt  and  familiar  to  the  pco« 
pie.  Mr  Macgill  was  minifter  of  Cavers,  and,  as  appears  from  the  fame  re- 
coid,  preached  before  the  prc&ytcry  of  Jcdbor.  h«.which  met  there  3cth  July 
16459  for  the  viiuation  of  his  kirk,  at  the  advanced  age  of  loz.  Faftcafllc, 
^wliich  was  then  the  property  of  the  Ji>arl  of  .Traquair,  i»  a  curious  mound  o£ 
c^tb,  wha!ier  natural  or  artificial,  is  uncertain,  on  which,  til  of  late,  there 
were  feyeral  houfes,  and,  though  in  the  paiiCx.of  Cavers,  is  fituated  fo  near 
the  fitc  of  the  Caflie  o(  Bedrulr,  as  gives  ground  to  fome  to  fnppoOe  it  to  have 
been  raifcd  in  ancient  time^,  as  an  outwcrjc  to  that  for^refs. 

f  Hotve-oer,  tff  the  Jamt  time^  in  jvjlice  to  the  memory  of  the  Covrnantert,  t»e 
remJily  admit ^hat  the  baittful  fprit  of  into'era'Xe  ejnnet  wi/h  truth  be  more  juftly 
sfctihedt9  them  than  to  mofi  if  the  ctbe^  fe^.s  in  Europe  **t  that  t»me.  /W  «//  wha 
dire  otquainted  with  the  biflory  of  that  peri  Jt^  tveil  know,  that  tht  fpirit  of  intolerance ^ 
fr^m  had  foil  :y  and  a'jijken  %e  I,  vat  unfjappdy  the  marked  ehjraiterijiie  of  mofi  of 
of  the  gteai  contending  partier  of  thoje  timet,  according  at  they  became  p^jfejfed  of 
pofwtr  :  Than  tvhicby  mt  nothing  it  obvioify  m^re  i  it^ical  to  thr  pea.eof  ffciety  and 
ibd  ffety  and  htifpineft  of  indtvidualt,  fo,  in  tie  jurifprudtnce  of  nutittm^  nothing 
ought  more  carefully  to  be  guarded  aguinfl.  fpr  though  %ve  fte,  by  t'je  fame  meiam» 
fh^ty  hiftory,  the  Catholic  and  Protrllant,  the  E\  i  crpJun  and  Preibytcrisn, 
tobiU  fe*li>*g  the  cruel  effetlt  of  that  hateful  fbirity  alike  keenly  ittw-^hinv  a^ain^  it^ 
y§i,  ^ve  find  them^  when  poffejftd  of  peroier,  JI>f*f'*'***j'*S  '"  '^''''  '*"■"  •  ^  at  /  in 
this  refpeHy  all  evidently  Jbexuing  themftlvei  equally  f of  get ful  of  their  onon  com* 
plaints  and  fufferingt^  at  of  tbe  latvtf  preeeptt,  and  pattern  of  the  meek  atid  low 
ly  Jefus,  t&Aeur,  at  tbef  united  in  eonfefing  the  common  Author  of  their  Faitbytley^ 
fail  the  Jtaure)  dcubtlefs  tonftdered  as  their  only  ftrfeSl  example^  lanugiver,  and 
jddge. 
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Pre(byterian  minifter  who  fucceeded  Mr  Peirfixi,  and  m% 
admttred  by  the  preibytrry  of  Jedburgh,  aflilled  by  CaaiTmi- 
fioners  from  the  neighbouring  pre(byteries  of  Selkirk^  KeUb, 
and  Erfiltoun,*  He  died  about  the  year  1653- 

Mr 

*  A«  the  roUowing  extrad  from  the  old  federuot  book  of  the  wBt^fnA 
proceeding!  of  the  prcfbjrtcry  of  Jedburgh,  givct  the  reader  1  diftind  view  of 
the  fitm  of  aJmijJion  and  hjiitutkn  ufcd  by  our  anceftors,  Fr^hyt»im»^  io4 
fliews,  with  what  attention  and  accuracy  they  cooduAed  bofindH^"^^  "^ 
entertainment  of  the  curloa*,  infert  it  here  : 

•<  At  SedrmUr  3d  Jmaii  164a 
*<  The  whilk  day  being  appointed  for  the  admilioii  of  Mr  Heny  Elbe 
«  to  the  funaioo  of  the  minillde,  at  the  parochia  karke  of  Bedrook,  iht  ke- 
**  chrcn,  with  their  eldert,  and  the  congregatton,  cooTeened  day  «idf)>bce 
**  ferlaide,  for  that  fane  efled«  wherat  Mr  WiiUftm  MasweU  kaiving  pteach* 
•<  cd,  Mr  William  Weir,  moderttor,  perfbrmcd  the  ad  of  the  ferfaidt  admif 
**  fion,  confoim  to  the  pradit  of  thit  church,  in  prefence,  aad  with  coolenr 
!*  and  applaus  of  the  heriton  and  parochincri  of  the  forfaide  parodkia,  where* 
*•  in  did  afiift  and  concurre  with  the  brethren,  Andrew  ZhmkifoQ  minifter  at 
**  Lafowden,  Mr  Alexander  Retd,  minifter  at  Aflikirke,  from  the  preibitTie 
**  of  Sellcirke,  Mr  Johne  Donglai,  miniftet  at  Yettam,  from  the  prdbitrie  of 
•*  Kclfo,  and  Mr  Thomas  Donaklfone,  minifter  at  SmeUin,  from  the  prcflH- 
"  o-ie  of  Erfiltoun.  The  bide  day  the  moderator,  in  name  of  the  brethren, 
.*'  a(kcd  Mr  Henry  EHot,  prcfently  admitted,  aa  hec  hade  done  tjlicwayabe- 
«*  for  his  forfuide  admiiTion,  if  hea  hade  fet  anf  ucke  of  the  teynda  or  vica- 
*<  rage  of  the  forfaide  kirke  of  Bedroule,  to  any ;  who  aafred  that  he  hade  not 
**  dircdlie  nor  indlredUe,  next  the  brethren,  inhibit  thee  faade  Mr  Henry,  to 
*'  fet  any  it^  tyme«  conung,  without  adveyt  and  cooTent  of  the  brethren ;  the 
«  fidd  Mr  Henry  promifed  faithfuilie  not  to  fet  any  fiicb  tacket  either  of  tcyndt 
**  or  vicarage,  without  the  forfaide  advya  and  confent ;  the  which  promts  tJ)e 
^  faid  Mr  Henry  confirmed,  with  hit  folcmn  oath,  in  prefence  of  the  brethira 
^  Afccr  which  the  faide  Mr  Henry  required  that  the  brethren  would  givt 
<*  him  itiftitution  upon  hi«  prefentation,  colUtto:?,  and  admiflion,  gi^«n  boe 
««  theinfcJves ;  the  whilk  retjueft,  the  brethren  thought  lawful,  and  therefore^ 
(*  the  moderator  did  give  the  faidc  Mr  Henry  inftitution,  by  giving  the  bible 
«<  to  the  faide  Mr  Henry,  be  ftanding  in  the  pnjpit,  the  which  Bible,  the  faitk 
*'  Mr  Henry  gaive  about  to  his  ddcn ,  la  uic  ia,  and  tookjC  ioftnmenu  there- 

«  B]|0% 
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To  thofc,  but  a  little  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  that 
period,  it  is  known,  that  in  1649,  patronage  was  repealed, 
by  a£l  of  Parliaraent,  and,  that,  foon  after,  ccrtiin  of  the 
clergy  were  diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  Protefifts^  from 
their  protefting  againft  admitting  thofe  called  AhjiignanU 
(Cavaliers,)  into  offices  of  truft,  or  even  into  the  Royil  ar- 
my, in  oppofuion  to  another  more  numerous,  but,  in  gener- 
al, lefs  popular  party  of  the  clergy,  called  Rtjllutionersy  from 
their  refolving  their  admifTion  on  certain  conditions :  And, 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  jarring  of  thofc  parties,  as  well 
as  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  patronage,  the  fcttlement  of  many 
churches  was  rendered  difficult  at  that  time.  AVhether  from 
thefe,  or  from  other  caufes,  with  wbidi  the  writer  is  as 
yet  unacquainted,  the  church  of  Bedrule,  was  kept  vacant 

for 

^  upon,  10  the  handi  of  Robert  Rutherfuc4,  notv  puUicke,  befof  the  Utuihiwi 
*■  and  many  of  the  elders  and  parochiners,  whom  he  reqayred  to  be  witael^ 
*■  fes'in  confirmation  of  his  forfaide  iuftitutioD.  The  faide  daylykevayt  Mr 
**  Henry  Ellot  defircd  the  brethren  that  they  u^mld  bee  pleafed  to  defigneanc 
««  nana  and  gleibe  to  htm,  at  the  faide  kirke,  the  whtlk  defyre  beemg  found 
<*  JawfuJl  the  brethren  ordains  the  forfaide  de0gnation  to  bee  made  pfefimtUe, 
••  and  therefor  the  brethren  went  together  to  the  mans,  pertaining  to  the  mn 
**  niftcr  fenring  the  core  at  the  kirke  of  Bedroule,  and  ther  the  moderator,  in 
«*  their  name  and  prefci)ce,  did  give  poffcffion  to  the  faide  Mr  Henry  ptr  tra, 
•*  dithttm  clavium,  9l»  «fc  is,  of  the  whole  mans  houfcs,  bigginjjs,  and  yeardcs, 
••  formcrlie  poflVft  bcc  Mr  Henry  Pcirfone,  htc  incumbent  thcr  ;  as  aMo  the 
••  faide  moderator,  in  name  and  prcfcnce  of  the  brethren,  went  and  gaivc  pof- 
••  feffioo  to  the  faide  Mi  Henry,  per  traditionem  InplJh  \^  gLitt,  as  ufo  is,  of 
"  the  whole  gleibe  and  kirke  lands  pertaining  and  belonging  to  ;he  minif . 
«  ter  ferving  the  cur,',  at  the  forfaide  kirke  of  Bcdroulc,  and  of  late  poffcft 
«  bee  the  forfaide  Mr  Henry  Pcirfone,  late  incumbent  thcr ;  in  verification 
«  of  the  prcmif^s,  the  faide  Mr  Henry  took  inftruments  in  prcknce  of  the 
"  brethren,  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Ruthcrfurd,  notar  publicke,  rcquyripg 
••  Ukeways  the  laird*  of  Bcdroule,  elder  and  ycurgcr,  y^lih  futdric  cihtri  «*f 
«  the  parochiocfi,  to  bear  witneia  cheicu&co." 
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fox  no  (horter  a  period  than  the  fpace  of  five  years.  ||  At  Ij(1| 
l^r  Hu^h  Scot  was  fettled  here,  17th  March  1658.  He  di4 
Dot  continue  long  minifter ;  for,  on  the  re-rftablilhnacnt  of. 
Eptfcopacy,  he  wjis  removed  from  his  church  for  non^con- 
formity.  Mr  James  Adamfon,  minifter  of  Carrlden,  was  prc- 
ferted  to  the  living  of  Bcdrule  7th  September  1664,  and  con- 
tinued, minifter  here  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  and  J  ttncs^ 
and  fcems  to  have  died  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution* 
He  was  fucceeded.hy  Mr  Ja/nes  Borland,  in  169  >,  who  was 
the  firft  miniftci  fettled  here  .ificr  presbytery  became  again, 
the  ft  bliihcd  religion.  Mr  Borland  was  fucgeeded  by  Mr 
John  Gilchri(l  in  1714,  who,  in  1748,  was  lucceeded  by  Mr 
Qeorge  Dickfon,  to  whom  the  prefcnt  minifter  fucceeded  ia, 
1788  And,  it  is  rctm4r)cable»  of  thefe  above  mentioned^ 
nine  incumbents,  (ince  the  Reformation,  except  Mr  David 
Fowlis,  who  was  tranflated  to  Oxnam,  th^t  they  all  died 
minifters  of  Btdrule,  or  were  removed  from  their  charge, 
not  for  any  fault  or  irregularity  of  conduct,  but  for  their 
faithful  adherence  to  the  religion  they  profeflTed  ;  and,  how- 
ever obvioufly  of  different  fentiment*,  fidelity  and  fteadinefs 
in  the  caufe  they  thought  bcft,  were  equally  remarkable  ia 
the  charaAer  of  all. 

Advantages."^ 

I  Indeed,  from  a  remarkable  coincidence  of  circumftancet,  the  recorda^^ 
and  hiftory  of  thi*  country,  tn  general,  during  that  p^triod,  happen  to  be^ 
very  imperfed.  For,  not  to  mencion,  the  records  and  other  intcrefting  pa- 
pers, whicft  were  carried  tu  JLondon  by  order  of  the  Prote^or,  having  bee« 
loft  by  the  wreck  of  the  veiTel  in  which  they  were  returning,  by  order  of 
Government,  after  the  Rcftoration,  on  \he  Lothian  coafl,  near  Royfton, 
(Caroline  park,)  General  Aflembilr a  were  interdidced  during  the  UAirpatioo : 
a  Provincial  Synod  wa%  therefore,  then  the  highcft  Ecdefiaftical  Court  in  thia 
country ;  and  the  whole  records  of  the  provincial  fynod  of  Merfe  and  Tiviot* 
4a]e,  preceding  X708,  and,  probably,  containing  an  account  of  the  caufe  of 
tfcat  very  long  vacancy,  vcre  unfortunately  deilroyed  by  accidental  fir^  i\ 
tfift  inanle  af  Morcbattle, 
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'  Advantages. — ^This  parifti  is  fituated  in  the  centre  of  a 
'  Jrofperous  though  not  very  populous  county,  interfered  by 
the  great  road  between  Berwick  and  Carlifle,  touched  on  by 
a  branch  of  the  London  road  to  Edinburgh,  not  more  thail 
two  miles  diftarit  from  Jedburgh,  about  7  miles  from  Hawick, 
both  excellent  market  towns.  The  land  is  in  general  of  a  dry 
foil,  yet  watered  by  a  confiderable  nuir.ber  of  fprings,  rivu- 
lets and  brooks,  in  mod  places  of  eafy  accefs  and  at  con- 
venient diftances  from  each  other.  Bt-fides,  upon  the  Weft 
and  North  it  is  for  the  moft  part  bounded  by  xht  before  men- 
lioned  pure  and  copious  dreams  of  the  Rule  and  the  Tiviot* 

Dyadvantages. — The  great  diftancc  from  coal,  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  road  from  Spittal  bridge  to  the  fouthern  extre- 
mity of  the  pariCh,  by  which  the  people  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  ufually  pafs  or  make  a  great  circuit,  to  Reid,  in 
Northumberland,  for  coal^  and  Windburgh,  a  confiderable 
mountain  on  the  borders  of  Liddyfdafe,  for  lime ;  and  the 
badnefs  of  that  from  Bcdrule  to  Jedburgh,  the  ne^ircd  mar- 
ket town,  are  difadvantages  not  only  to  this  parifh,  but  alfo  to 
the  neighbourhood,  and  whlch^  with  no  great  difficulty,  may, 
and,  we  hope,  foon  will  be  removed,  as  botli  thefc  roads, 
run,  in  general,  on  a  gentle  declivity  and  favourable  bot- 
tom, and  are  near  excellent  materials* 

Cwclufton, — It  will  be  obfcrved,  that  the  writer  of  the  fore- 
join)!  «Statidical  Account  has  avoided  repeating  the  fame 
things,  fo  properly  taken  notice  of  in  the  accounts  of  the  va- 
rious pariftie>  in  this  p^rt  of  the  country,  already  publifhed  $ 
and,  therefore,  whenfoever  that  is  felt  as  a  defeft  by  the 
reader,  it  will  be  only  neceifiry  for  him  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parifh  of  Bedruie  have  nearly  the  fame  re- 
Rgious  and  political  fentiments ;  predilections  and  prejudi- 
ces}, 
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ce8*y  are  nearly  of  the  fame  (ize,  ftrrngtls,  and  Tigoor  of  bo- 
dy and  mind)  and,  from  fimilar  caufes»  are  liable  to  the  fame 
difeafes,  as  mentioned  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  accounts : 
That  the  fame  animals,  fowls^  and  migratory  birds^  roam  in 
tlie  £iC\6f  ?nd  fly  in  the  air,  indifferently  over  this  and  the 
neighbouring  parifhcs ;  That  the  civcrs  abound  with  nearly 
the  fame  kinds  of  fifij,  in  the  fame  ffafons  of  the  year,  of  the 
fat  lie  quality^  fliivour,   and  (hape,   and  in  general  alfo  nearly 

of 

*  U  m&y  he  proper  here  only  to  remaikt  i&  general,  that  the  people  in 
this  country  fecm  not  now  fo  (Uoiigly  attachtd  to  their  lairds  or  maftera  u 
foimcrly;  and  that  the  picJilc^^icn  of  many  to  their  natitre  Toil,  and  a  cer* 
fain  unfortunate  family,  u  ^leatly  diminiihed;  the  former  bein^  mach  weak* 
€ued,  the  latter  )lmofl  every  where  worn  oat.  Indeed,  they  Teem  sow^  in 
i;encral,  more  auxiouf  how  they  live,  than  where ;  how  they  are  governed, 
than  by  whom ;  what  the  laws  are,  than  who  ars  their  makem;  ar.d  how 
}uft  and  ri|ual  foe  vet  they  be,  are  apt  to  confkicr  themfelves  proteded  there- 
by, only  lo  far  ai  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  render  them  cfficieot.  Tbefe 
changes,  we  believe,  m^  be  eailly  accounted  for.  In  this  country,  former- 
ly, the  greatcft  refptifl  vrat  generally  paid  to  family;  for  then  almoft  every 
perfon  confidered  himfclf'of  fome  family,  and  waa  thezeby  led  to  think 
be  had  an  inter  eft  therein.  And  his  intereft,  in  this  real  or  fuppcfed 
connedlion,  was,  for  the  mofl  prt,  sot  merely  ideal.  For«  then,  it  waa  the* 
pride  of  the  laird  or  mailer,  to  have  his  tenants,  reuincrs,  and  even  domeftics» 
ef  his  own  furname,  many  of  them  his  near  relations,  ar.d  he  commonly 
treated  them  as  fuch.  By  this  means,  his  will  was  ufually  as  law  to  them; 
his  honour  their  honour ;  his  intereft  their  interefl.  And,  we  are  aflkred, 
where  thi.^  i«  flill  the  cafe,  the  fame  is  dill  the  effeA.  But  where  the  caiife* 
•re  changed,  it  will  not  fecm  ftrftnge,that  the  confequencea  Arc  alfo  different. 
And  however  this  change,  in  the  mindu  of  the  people,  may  affcft  individuii^ 
It  is  certainly,  at  prefent,  not  cafy  to  fay,  what,  in  tke  long  run,  its  tEkS^ 
may  be  on  fociety ;  but,  it  is  evidently  much  altering  the  ftace  of  mem 
mind?,  as  well  as  that  of  the  country ;  and  we  eameftly  pray,  it  may,  in  the 
ilTiicy  be  equally  beneficial  and  improving  to  both.  With  regard  to  tfieir  re- 
ligious fentimcnts,  though  the  people  be  not  lefs  divided,  we  ere  hsppy  t^wb* 
fervc,  they  feem,  in  general,  led  prejudiced  9gaaA  one  aMtlier  thm  funncfL 
ly ;  which  proceeds,  we  believe,  much,  if  not  entlfely,  from  lh«  UlMri^  4^ 
opinion,  our  excellent  ConlUiutiim  !•  happily  afibrdf  to  every  well,  inV** 
^ooed  and  rcafonable  man. 
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«f  the  fame  dzt :  And  that^  allowing  for  the  difference  of  cli- 
mate in  the  uplands,  the  midlands,  and  the  lowlands,  feed  time 
and  harveft,  the  modes  of  cropping,* aiKl  the  management  of 
black  cattle  and  fheep,  are  nearly  the  fame  *,  and  where  there 
happens  to  be  a  diftin£lion,  that  it  more  commonly  proceeds 
from  the  Ikill  and  induftry  of  individuals,  than  the  general 
fyftem  of  conduAuig  that  kind  of  bufinefs  in  the  different 
parifhes*  And,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  with  little  ex- 
ception, the  fame  obfervation  applies  to  the  greater  part  of 
this  diftria.  This,  the  Mtrriter  tru(Vs,  will  be  alfo  his  apoloi 
gy  for  having  been  particular  in  his  account  of  other  things, 
which  though  in  themfelves,  ^perhaps,  not  more  interefting, 
jet,  from  their  fpeciality,  or  having  been  overlooked,  or  but 
(lightly  noticed  by  others,  he  judged  entitled  to  his  atten- 
tion* 
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NUMBER   XXVIII. 
PARISH  OF  FOULIS  WESTER, 


(COUMTT    OF    PBRTHy    PfLBSBTTERT   OP    AnCHrERlRDUf 

Stnod  of  Perth  and  Stirling.) 


By  th^  Rev.  Mr  Stirling,  Minister  ofCrief. 


m       %  ■,,,<> 


Namtf  Situation f  Enttnty  &c* 


HIS  pati(h  may  take  its  name  from  the  eftate  of  foulisi 
one  of  the  principal  baronies  of  which  it  is  compofed.  fhe 
parifii  and  eftate  receive  frequently  the  additional  title  of 
Wejkr^  to  diftingui(h  them  from  the  parifli  and  eftate  of  Fou- 
lis  Eafler^  alfo  in  PerthQiire,  but  on  the  co;  fines  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Angus.  Both  thcfe  eftates  are  now  the  property  of 
Sir  William  Murray  of  Ochtcrtyrc.  The  latter,  however, 
was  not  long  fince  a  part  of  the  eftate  of  Gray,  and  the  for- 
mer was  more  antiently  part  of  the  Earldom  of  Strathearn ; 
but  fix  or  feven  centuries  ago,  both  of  them  were,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  property  of  fome  perfon  of  the  name  of  Foulis, 
vhp  gave  his  family  name  to  his  lands.    The  firft  of  that 

namf 
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tiame  in  ScotAid  is  faid  to  have  come  from  France,  in  the 
telgn  of  Malcolm  Canmorc ;  and  branches  of  that  family  be* 
came  proprietors  of  cxtenfive  baronies  in  different  counties 
of  Scotland,  which  from  them  ftill  retain  the  name  of  FouliSk 
The  word  fcems  10  be  derived  from  the  French  Jeuifhs^  that 
is,  /eavis  ^  to  which  the  three  bay  leaves,  worn  by  perfons  of 
the  nkme  of  Foulib,  on  their  arms,  apparently  allude.  The 
names  of  mod  places  in  this  part  of  tlie  country  being  evi- 
dently of  Gaelic  derivation,  fomc  have  imagined  Foulis  to 
be  derived  from  the  two  Gaelic  word&  feu  iios,  that  is,  below 
the  orchard  There  is  not,  however,  the  fmalleft  veftige  of 
an  orchard  near  the  village,  much  lefs  in  the  grounds  above 
it ;  and  had  the  name  been  formed  from  the  words  now 
mentioned,  it  would  probably  have  been  accented  on  the  htt, 
fyllable,  whereas  the  letter  i  is  no  more  heard  in  the  com-> 
mon  pronunciation,  than  the  final  e  in  the  yf/ordfeuUles. 

This  parifh  lies  in  the  north  fide  of  Strathearn,  having  that 
of  Crieff  on  the  W.  \  Monzic  N.  W. ;  Little  Dunkeld  N. } 
Moneldie  N.  E. ;  Mcthven  E, ;  and  on  the  S.  Mr.derty, 
from  which  it  is  fepirated  by  the  Powy  excepting  about  40 
acres  of  Maderty,  which  are  on  the  north  fide  of  that  river. 
Foulis  is  eight  miles  long,  and  fix  broad.  The  great  road 
from  Perth  to  Crieff,  an  extent  of  18  miles,  enters  it  on  the 
eaft  fide,  ten  miles  from  the  former  of  thefe  towns,  and 
leaves  its  weftern  extremity  within  two  miles  of  the  latter. 

Faci  »/  the  Cofwtry. — The  foil  in  general  is  a  red  clay  or 
till,  which  on  fome  of  the  bed  cultivated  farms,  becomes 
blackifh  and  loamy,  by  plenty  of  good  manure.  The  foil  is 
confiderably  deeper  in  the  fouth  than  in  tlie  north  fide  of  the 
parifh.  An  high  ridge  running  from  Eaft  to  Weft  along^  the 
top  of  what  is  called  the  braes  of  Foulis,  divides  it  nearly  in^ 
to  two  equal  parts.  The  lands  on  the  fouth  fide  of  that 
4  G  a  Tidg^ 
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ridge  are  hy  far  th^  mod  valuaMo,  and  gcnera%  the  bdl  cul* 
tivated-  The  church  ftands  in  the  centre  of  this  diftrifl, 
and  contiguoas  to  it  is  the  village,  containing  44  familiesy 
who  are  all  k4g«d  in  poor,  low,  thatched  cottages,  excepting 
the  p^rochi^l  fohoolmafter  and  principal  inn-keeper,  wko 
have  eajch  a  houf?,  two  ftoriesi  high,  covered  widi  Uim 
iSat^.  The  village  f»n  hardly  be  oxpefUd  to  emerge  from 
ita  .  obfcurity,  fince  the  great  road  which  lately  paffed 
through  it,  is  now  removed  to  the  lower  grounds,  half  a  naile 
fouthward.  On  th(e  declivity  of  thehigh  rifing  lands,  400  yard* 
weft  froqfi  the  church,  (lands  the  manfe,  which  prefents  a 
'very  ei^tenfive  profpe^l:  to  the  SoHth,  Eaft,  and  Weft,  and, 
funounded  with  wide,  uninclo(ed  doping  fields  of  moderate 
fertility,  looks  down  on  the  richer  plains  below,  as  weU 
as  OQ  an  ^rceable  variety  of  gr^wn  trees,  young  pbn* 
tations,  and  gentlemens  feats,  which,  fo  far  as  tbey  re<^ 
fp^  this  parifli,  ihall  be  noticed  afterwards*  There 
is  not  a  fixth  part  of  the  pariih  inclofcd.  The  chief 
inclofures  are  in  the  South  and  Soi^h  £a{\  quarters  \  niaft 
of  them  are  not  fuf&cLently  fenced  for  confining  cattle ;  but 
the  few  that  are  fully  inclof^,  can  be  let  for  pafture  at  a  I. 
an  acre  yearly.  The  northern  divinon  beyond  the  Iwgh  ridge 
above  mentioneH,  is  intcrfetled  by  the  river  Almond,  which 
teaches  the  parKh  at  tlie  bridge  of  Buchanty,  wa^es  its 
North  border  for  hiJf  a  mile,  and  then  runs  through  it  a 
courfe  of  two  miles  towards  the  Tay.  This  river  abounds 
with  a  fmall  kind  of  trout,  and  ace  yards  above  the  bridge  now 
fnentiopefl,  forms  a  curious  aifcadc^  which  naturally  attrafts- 
the  travelleis  attention.  From  the  top  of  the  rock  on  the 
North  fide  of  the  river  to  the  furfacc  of  the  water,,  where  it 
begins,  to  fall,  is  Gx  feet,  the  fill  Ufvlf  is  fcven,  and  the  pool 
into  whigh  it  falls  is  ten  feet  deep-  The  bed  of  the  river  he* 
fomes;  d^t^^^r  aud  more  coDtradcJ  as  it  advances  tQ  the 

brid"e 


ofFoulis  Wester.  597 

bridge,  which  conGdi  of  a  (ingle  arch  15  feet  wide,  an<)^ 
though  on  a  level  with  the  road,  is  3  a  feet  high  above  the 
furface  of  the  WAter>  >vhich  there  becomes   14  feet  deep) 
that  if,  wbiJe  the  ri\*er  is  in  its  ordinary  ftatc  and  not  fwel- 
kd  by  the  rains    While  in  this  low  ftatc,  alfo,  the  water  at 
the  cafcade  ii,  by  the  proje&ion  of  a  rock  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftre^nii  divided  into  two  parts,  betwixt  which  it  was  is* 
fual,  feme  time  ago*  to  hang  a  creel  or  baflcet,  by  means  'of 
fin  iron  chain,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  catch  multitudes  of  a 
kind  of  white  trout,  as  they  were  called,   or  young  felmcn 
weighing  about  thr^e  pounds  each*     The  fifhes  attempted 
to  overleap  the  gafcade,  and  hundreds  that  fucceeded,  have 
by  rods  and  nets  been  taken  above  it  in  a  fummer  \  but. 
It  is  beUeved,  the  far  grcateft  pnrt,  to  the  amount  of  fome- 
times  63  in  a  day,  failing  in  the  attempt,  dropt  into  the  bas- 
ket for  the  benefit  cf  the  principal  heritor*     This  advantage* 
however,  has  been  entirely  loft  for  ten  years   pad  by  the 
building  of  a  miSl-dam  at  Cromwell  I^lrk,  in  the  pan(h  of 
JMcthven,  fince  which,  none  of  that  fpecies  has  been  found 
in  this  p  irt  of  the  rivsr.     Excepting  a  few  trees  about  fonic 
farm  houfes,  and  a  Scotch  (ir  plantation  of  three  acres,  notlw 
ing  appears,  to  have  been  planted  on  the  North  fide  of  the 
river ;  but  the  South  bank  on  the  eftates  of  Abercamey  and 
Goithie,  was,  at  leaft  30  years  ago,  planted  with  ftripes  of 
coppice  wood,  in  which  a(h,  and  efpecially  oak  and  birch 
arc  prevalent.     Thcfc,  with  the  additions  more  lately  made, 
may  extend  to  16  acres.      The  largeft  plantations  formed 
widiin  thefe   12  years,  are  on  the  Lei^lus  of  the  ridge  for- 
merly defcribcd,  where  fome  hundred  acres  h^ve  betn  plan- 
ted iiviih  Scotch  fu:,  inter Tper fed  with  i^iCit  oak,    birch  and 
larix. 

The  bills  or  moors  on  both  fides  of  the  Almond  contain 
(evcral  tra£l»  of  black  mofa,  which  fupply  moft  of  the  peo* 
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pie  with  their  principal  fuel}  but  the  more  induftrtous 
tenants  in  the  South  part  of  the  pari(h,  ufe  few  peats  ex- 
cept in  drying  their  corns  for  the  mill,  chooung  rather  to 
carry  coals  from  Blairngone,  which  is  twenty  miles  diftant. 
The  ufual  cart  load  is  30  ftones,  Tron  weight ;  this  they 
purchafe  at  1  s.  jd.  The  fame  quantity  of  Englifh  or  other 
imported  coal  at  Perthi  would  coft  3  s.,  otherwife  the  cafy 
carriage  thence  would  command  a  preference. 

Heritors. — ^The  number  of  heritors,  with  the  names  and 
^  comparative  worth  of  their  eftates  within  the  parifli,  will 
appeaV  from  a  view  of  their  valued  rents  here  fubjoined. 


Hkrxtori. 

^•TATBt, 

▼AL. 

RtHT. 

Moray  of  Aberauney, 

Abercaroey, 

L. 

3026 

Moncricffof  Moncrieff;  b«rt. 

Gorthie, 

i59« 

Murray  of  Ochteryrc,  l»rt. 

Foulift  Wefter, 

1S0% 

Smith,  Lord  Mcthvf  n» 

Keillar, 

l»7# 

Dnimmond  of  Logic  Almond, 

'Logic. 

SA9 

Maiton  of  Cultoquhey, 

Culcoquhqr^ 

Z6% 

Robercfon  of  Lawcn, 

- 

- 

118 

bramc  of  lDchbreakie» 

Pitnaderacb, 
ole  vained  rent  if. 

L. 

83 

Thewh 

8506SCOC1. 

The  real  rent  will  amount  to  400c  1.  and  is  paid  with  the 
price  of  near  6000  bolls  of  oat  meal  and  barley,  annual* 
ly  exported  to  Perth,  Crieff,  and  the  Highlands. 

The  firil  of  thcfe  heritors  is  patron  of  the  parifh,  and  hat 
his  principal  feat  in  it.  The  houfe  of  Abercarney  having 
received  various  additions  in  different  ageS)  as  fancy  fuggeft- 
cd,  or  convenicncy  required,  is  lefs  remarkable  for  the  cl^• 
gance  of  its  archite(!'lure,  than  for  the  very  extenfivc  and 
complete  accommodation,  which  it  affords :  But  the  numer- 
ous fenced  fields>  gardens,  and  plantations  around  itj  excite 

equally 
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equally  the  Ideas  of  richnefs  and  beauty.  Tlie  imagination 
is  exceedingly  delighted  with  the  approach  devifed  by  the 
prcfent  proprietor,  while,  after  pafling  for  500  yards  through 
a  large  plantation^  along  the  fide  of  a  deep  den,  in  which  a 
coniiderable  dream  occafionally  appears^  through  the  ovcr- 
fliadowing  trees  and  (hrubs,  with  which  its  fteep  banks  are 
plentifully  (lored,  and  then  retiring  obliquely  300  yards  far* 
ther  under  a  fliady  grove,  it  prefents  in  fucceflion  to  the 
view,  the  wide  floping  lawns,  the  venerable  oaks,  the  pleaGng 
cafcades,  and  fanciful  lakes,  which  adorn  and  diverfify  the 
fcene. 

Near  two  miles  to  the  North-Well  of  this  ancient  manfion, 
IS  the  houfe  of  Cultoquhey,  the  feat  of  the  only  other  refid- 
ing  heritor,  which,  with  the  delightful  adjoining  wood,  ftruck 
the  eye  of  every  traveller  with  peculiar  pleafure,  while  the 
public  road  lay  about  800  yards  diftant  to  the  South.  But 
fince  the  high  way  has  been  condu£ted  by  the  North  fide  of 
the  houfe,  thefe  beautiful  obje£ls  appear  with  lefs  advantage. 

Befides  thefe  two,  the  houfe  of  Gorthy  is  the  only  one  in 
the  pariOi,  in  which  an  heritor  has  at  lead  occafionally  refid- 
•d  \  that,  however,  is  now  dcfolate,  the  eftate  having  lately 
gone  by  purchafe  into  another  family. 

Antiquities. — About  a  mile  Eaft  of  the  church,  on  the  farm 
of  Caftleton,  part  of  the  eftate  of  Foulis,  and  on  the  £a(l  fide 
#f  a  den  or  ravine,  which  divides  that  from  the  eft  ate  of  A- 
bercarney,  appear  the  remains  of  a  fort  or  caftle,  the  feat  of 
the  ancient  Earl  of  Strathearn.  The  ruins  now  form  a  graf- 
fy  mount,  conftantly  employed  as  a*  pafturc  field.  Here  re- 
Cded  Mallus,  Malifius,  or  Malife,  the  firft  E.irl  of  Strathcarn, 
who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  K  Ilis  grandfon  Gil- 
bert, in  the  year  1 200,  founded  the  monaftery  of  Inchafiray, 
wfeofc  ruins  ly  contiguous  to  the  South  border  of  this  parilh. 

BeCdc$ 
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Befides  the  firfl  Earl  above  mentioned,  there  were  tfacee  o- 
ther  Earls  of  Stratheam,  who  fucceeded  each  others  of  the 
name  of  Malife ;  but]  none  of  that  family  feem  to  have  aC- 
fumed  any  fumame.  The  fevvnth  Earl,  alfo  named  Malife^ 
died  without  iflue,  after  marrying  Joanna,  daughter  of  Sin- 
clair.  Earl  of  Orkney,  who,  in  1 320,  was  concerned  m  a  plot 
againft  Robert  L  for  which,  according  to  foroe  accounts, 
(he  was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprifonmcnt,  and  the  Earl- 
dom forfeited.  But  Mary,  aunt  of  the  lad  mentioned  Earl, 
had  married  Sir  John  Moray  of  Drumfargard,  who  got  with 
her  the  lands  of  Abercamey  and  others.  Her  fon,  Sir  Mau- 
rice Moray,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  laft  Earl  of  Strathearo, 
and  was,  with  David  II.  and  many  Scotch  noblemen,  taken 
prifoncr  at  the  battle  of  Durham,  in  1346.  Hence  the  pre- 
fent  heritor  of  Abercarney^  defcendent  of  the  faid  Sir  Mau- 
rice Moray,  is  regarded  as  the  lineal  heir  and  repre£entative 
of  the  ancient  Eark  of  Strathearn. 

Population. — ^By  Dr  Webftci's  lift,  in  1755,  the  population 

was  rated  at             -            -              -              -  1 706 

In  1 770,  the  number  of  fouls  was  about             -  1 100 

In  1794,  the  fouls  now  are            -                -•  1224 

Males,                -                     -  608 

Females,             -                -                -  6x6 

Births  annually  about              -              -  40 

Burials  do.                -            -              -  25 

Among  the  heads  of  families  there  are, 

Butchers                -             %    Wrights  10 

Fiddlers        .            .         2    Taylors        -            -  10 

Inn-kecpcrs            ^             5    Weavers        -        .  50 

Shop-keepers            -          7    Farmers              •  106 

Shoemakers        -        -      9  BeGdes 

Smiths        •          •            9    Small  do.        -         5  ^3 

The 
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The  tradefmen  do  not  fully  fupply  the  parlQi  wltli  the 
commodities  in  which  they  deal.  The  weavers,  however^ 
beHdes  the  linen  and  coarfe  woollen  fluffs  they  made  for 
the  inhabitants,  began,  a  few  years  ago,  to  be  miich  employ- 
ed in  working  pr'ims^  a  thin  narrow  linen  for  the  Glafgow 
market.  This  manufaSure  ceafed  all  at  once,  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  January  1 793  j  and  as  fuddcnly  re- 
vived, about  June  1 794,  on  the  capture  of  fomc  of  the  French 
Weft  India  iflands,  and  the  fpeculation  thereby  e^dted  a*^ 
mong  the  Glafgow  traders. 

Farmers^  Agriculturt.^-Oi  the  farmers,  three  have  (heep 
farms  :  The  largeft  of  thefe  contains  1300  acres,  feeds  600 
(hccp,  and  yields  75  L  of  yearly  rent.  The  (heep  are  of  the 
black  faced  Linton  breed,  and  of  a  fmall  fize  \  their  fleeces 
do  not  exceed  two  pounds  weight  each,  and  fell  from  8  s. 
to  13  8*  a  flone.  A  ewe  and  lamb  may  bring  7  s.  6d,  and 
a  fbeep  at  Michaelmas,  6s*  6d. 

Thofc  in  the  precedihg^  article  ftiled  fmall  farmei^,  are  fuch 
as  cannot  yoke  a  plough  without  the  aid  of  their  neighbours^ 
and  generally  pay  under  8 1.  each  for  their  pofieflions,  which 
rarely  exceed  8  or  i  o  acres.  They  are  commonly  either 
tradefmen,  or  work  with  a  horfe,  in  buying  and  carrying 
meal,  yarn  and  other  commoditied.  Mofl  of  the  other  ten^ 
ants  or  farmers  pay  from  15  1.  to  30I.  \  eleven  from  ^ol.  to 
I  75  I.,  and  one  300  1.  of  yearly  rent.  Thofc  who  pay  the 
largcft  rents,  ^ivc  almoft  univerfally  more  for  an  acre  than 
thofc  who  pay  fmaller  fums.  The  rents  per  acre  vary  from 
I  1.  5  s.  and  upwards,  to  15  s.  13  s.  10  s.  and  7  s.  Yet 
the  mere  circumftance  of  enlarging  the  farms  is  far  from 
being  the  fole  caufc  of  their  paying  more  rent  by  the  acre  % 
for  the  bighcft  rented  arc  fuch  as  have,  fbr  a  long  timt  been 
brought  into  the  bed  flate  of  cultivation^  and  have  alfo  ge« 
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nerally  the  bed  natural  foil ;  whereas,  all  the  farms  that  par 
a  low  rent  per  acre,  have  ftill  a  conGderable  quantity  of 
l^round  either  wafte  or  very  little  cultivated.  The  richefl: 
lands  are  in  the  South  Eait  quarter  of  the  parifli,  efpecially 
fuch  as  are  liable  to  be  overflowed  by  the  water  of  the  Pow^ 
or  had  been  formerly  covered  with  it  before  the  drain  was 
formed.  Of  thefe,  there  may  be  fome  hundred  acres,  ft)  en- 
riched with  miid  and  (lime,  as  conftantly  to  yield  plentiful 
crops  without  any  manure^  provided  the  feafon  be  modera- 
tely dry.  Tradition  fays,  ^  36  bolls  of  oats  have  been  pro- 
duced on  an  acre  of  that  riched  land  ;  this,  however,  is  much 
doubted,  as  the.greateft  quantity  produced  of  late  years  is 
16  bolls,  and  that  too  very  rarely,  and  only  when  the  fea- 
fon is  peculiarly  favourable  ;  for  the  average  produce  of  the 
beft  land  cannot  be  reckoned  more  than  8^  or  9  hoXhi  E- 
ven  this  very  rich  land  requires  a  boll  of  feed  to  an  acre ; 
for  though  a  few  pecks  will  fill  the  ground  with  ftraw,  yet 
thin  fowing  never  ripens  equally,  and  if  very  thin,  the  great- 
eft  part  will  not  ripen  at  all. 

On  an  acre  of  ordinary  good  dry  land,  5  firldts,  or  rather 
1 8  pecks  of  oats  are  fown  ;  of  bear  or  barley,  fometimes  10, 
but  mofe  frequently  12  pecks.  The  produce  of  the  oats  is 
5,  and  of  the  bailey  6  bolls,  at  an  average.  A  crop  of  clo- 
ver and  rye-grafs  yields  frofm  100  to  250  ftones  of  hay,  which 
in  Auguft  may  fell  at  4d.  in  the  following  April,  May,  or 
June,  fome  times  at  lod.  a  ftone  \  but  the  average  price  for 
a  courfe  of  years,  is  5^ d.  The  moft  common  mode  of  rela- 
tion of  crops  obferved  by  the  beft  farmers  on  the  richeft  lands 
is,  I.  oats;  2.  green  crop  of  turnip  or  potatoes;  3.  barley  and 
grafs  feeds;  4.  hay;  5.  pailure.  On  lands  of  inferior  qua- 
lity the  modes  are  exceedingly  various,  but  the  moft  com- 
mon, is,  I.  oats  ;  2*  barley ;  3.  green  crop  with  dung  ;  4.  bar- 
ley with  grafs  feeds ;  5.  hay :  6.  and  7.  pafture.    The  diief 

manures 
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manures  arc  (hell-marlc,  when  it  can  be  obtained,  and  lime  \ 
but  three  times  more  lime  is  ufed  than,  marie.  Formerljr 
thefc  manures  were  mod  commonly  laid  on  while  a  field  was, 
in  grafs ;  but  of  late  years  much  more  generally  on  fummer 
fallow ;  and  the  liming  or  marling  is  repeated  after  ten,  or 
at  moft  twelve  years.  The  foil  being  generally  heavy,  an 
acre  requires  from  60  to  90  bolls  of  marie  •,  70  may  be  the  a- 
verage,  but  the  greateft  quantity  has  been  found  moft  profit- 
able. The  marie  a  few  years  ago  was  got  within  a  mile  or 
two,  at  6d.  a  boll,  and  then  2000  bolls  have  in  one  year  been 
carried  to  a  farm  of  lefs  tliari  150  acres,  and  1500  with  150 
of  lime  to  another.  That  fund,  however,  is  now  exhauftcd, 
and  marie  at  lod.  a-boll,  muft  be  got  at  6  miles  diftance. 
At  Perth  may  be  bought  Engliih  lime  at  2s ;  Burntifland  at  2s. 
2d ;  or  Lord  Elgin^s  at  is.  pd.  all  wheat  meafure,  of  which  a 
fingle  horfe  cart  carries  3  bolls.  From  24  to  40  bolls  of  (hells, 
that  is,  unflacked  lime,  are  laid  on  an  acre,  and  1500  bolls  are 
faid  to  have  been  carried  in  a  year  to  on»  of  the  largeft  farms 
of  near  300  acres.  Perhaps  the  beft  managed  farms  are  fuch 
as  extend  from  120  to  200  acres.  Oqi  one  of  150  may  be 
kept  eight  work  horfes,  three  or  four  youn^  ones,  and  be- 
tween 40  and  50  black  cattle,  old  and  young.  The  value,  of 
a  draught  horfe  is  from  15I.  to  25I,  Four  were  generally 
yoked  in  a  plough,  20  years  ago ;  but  two  horfe  ploughs 
now  almoft  univerfally  prevail,  and  fingle  horfe  carts  are  pre- 
ferred to  double  ones.  Few  of  the  cattle  were  fed  for  flaugh- 
terj  moft  of  them  are  fold  under  3  or  4  years  old  j  and  8  or 
10,  value  4I.  or  5I.  each,  are  kept  as  milk  cows :  And  as  the 
calves  are  all  reared,  and  others  purchafed  inftead  of  fuch  as 
happen  to  die,  the  butter  and  cheefe  fold  from  one  cow,  can- 
not exceed  ih  yearly.  A  farm  of  this  fize  requires  four  men. 
two  boys,  and  two  female  fervants.  The  year's  fee  of  a  prin- 
cipal man  fervant  is  lol. ;  that  of  an  infcri6r  man,  71.  or  81* 
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to  boy's,  from  il.  to  3I. ;  a  female  fervant's,  2I.  10$  or  3I. 
with  tlie  produce  of  a  Hppie  of  lintfecd  fown.  A  confidera- 
blc  number  of  additional  fervantsas  neccflary  in  harvcft;  a 
man  Jhcarer  in  that  feafon  gains  iK  los.  or  2h  ;  and  a  wo- 
man, i8s«  or  il.  Many  farmers  have  what  are  called  cottars, 
to  whom  they  give  a  cottage  and  fmall  garden,  with  fomc- 
times  an  acre  of  land,  and  a  cow's  grafs,  for  which  the  cottar 
pays  3I.  or  4I.  if  he  has  two  acres ;  and  los-  more,  if  his  land  is 
ploughed  by  the  tenant.  But  no  cottar  gets  any  land  except 
on  condition  of  working  with  the  farmer  for  reafonable  wages, 
whenever  required,  cfpccially  in  harvcft.  Such  a  farmer's  fa- 
mily as  that  now  defcribed,  feed  chiefly  on  oat  meal,  barhy 
meal,  potatoes,  milk  and  cheefe.  What  animal  food  they 
ufe  is  from  Michaelmafs  to  Whitfunday,  and  con(i(ls  of  one 
bullock  faked  for  winter  beef,  one  hog  in  fprinp,  and  between 
20  and  24  quarters  of  mutton  purchafed  occafionally  throuj;]i 
the  year.  Though  the  tenants  are  all  decently  clothed,  and 
their  circumftanccs,  upon  the  whole,  tolerably  cafy  and  more 
plentiful  than  formerly  ;  yet  they  are  far  from  being  affluent, 
or  in  a  fituation  tliat  raifes  them  above  the  necciruy  of  ma- 
nual labour.  It  is  fomewhat  furprizing  that  there  is  not  in 
the  parifli  a  tenant,  though  paying  looLorcvcn  300I.  of 
yearly  rent,  that  a^Tts  merely  as  a  direftor  and  over- fcer  of 
his  fervants  *,  but  all  of  them,  fo  far  as  health  and  llrength 
allow,  work  proportionably  with  their  own  hands  Ihc  la- 
bour, the  rents,  and  all  the  cxpences  of  the  tenants,  are  dou- 
ble what  they  were  25  years  ago.  Then  a  principal  man  fer- 
vant  had  only  4I.  los.  or  at  mod  5I.  an  inferior  man  2I.  los. 
or  3I.  and  a  female  fervant  il.  or  il.  5s.  Since,  however, 
fupcrior  flcill  and  induftry  now  laife  a  crop  of  double  value, 
they,  as  well  as  the  public,  are  real  gainers  by  the  improve- 
fnents  lately  attained.  They  have  alfo  the  unfpeakablc  3ii- 
Y^fltagc  of  being  more  fecureand  independent  by  the  Icafes 
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vhich  all  of  them  now.  hold,  and  are  commonly  granted  for 
19  years ;  and  likewife  by  their  releafe  from  various  burdcna 
formerly  impofed.  On  feveral  of  the  greateft  eftates,  the  te- 
nants vinere  then»  or  a  few  years  earlier,  bound  to  carry  out  the 
dung,  to  plow  and  harrow  all  the  lands  pofiefled  by  the  he* 
ritor  (whom  they  all  called,  and  (till  through  habit  call  their 
mailer,  but  more  frequently  the  laird)  to  cut,  dry,  and  carry 
home  his  peats,  and  all  the  coals  ufed  by  his  family  ;  to  cyt, 
win,  and  (lack  his  hay  *,  to  cut  down,  carry  home,  and  (lack 
corns ;  to  carry  bark  and  farm  meal  to  any  unlimited  diftancc 
where  the  fa£lor  fold  thefe  articles,  but  rarely  above  12  or  20 
miles  ;  to  go  each  in  their  turn  with  a  horfe  or  can  to  Perth 
or  Cricf,  or  longer  journies  when  required,  and  all  at  their 
.  own  charge,  without  any  allowance  of  food  for  man  or  beail, 
Thefe  fervioes  were  emphatically  ftiled  bondage,  particular- 
ly the  manual  labour  at  peats,  hay,  and  harvcft ;  working 
with  a  horfe  was  called  carriage  \  and  thefe  two  fpecies  of 
labour,  were,  in  the  old  tack,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of 
barrage  and  carrage.  One  heritor  has  fome  of  his  tenants 
ftill  bound  to  part  of  thefe  fervices,  fuch  as  winning  and  , 
(lacking  hay,  (hearing  in  harveft,  and  carrying  coals  and 
lime  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  the  other  heritors  require  no 
fervices,  except  the  caniage  of  coals  and  bark.  Moft  of  the 
tenants  are  now  likewife  releafed  from  the  fervitude  of  thir^ 
lage^  by  which  they  were  obliged  to  grind  at  a  particular 
miln,  and  to  pay  very  high  duties*  There  are  five  corn 
milns'in  the  pariih,  belonging  to  different  heritors,  4ind  each 
heritor  has  relieved  his  own  tenants  from  the  high  duties, 
on  dividing  among  them  the  old  miln  rent.  To  thefe  the 
miln  duties  amount  to  about  the  30th  peck ;  a  few  tenants 
that  are  dill  bound  to  a  miln  on  another  eftate,  pay  at  leaft 
%  twelfth  part  of  what  they  grind  at  it. 

As 
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As  the  foil  is  generally  too  cold  and  moift,  and  the  grain 
therefore  ripens  flowly,  the  tenants  are  liable  to  fuffcr  im- 
menfe  lofs  by  a  rainy  fcafon.  Thus,  in  1 792,  the  whole  crop 
could  only  pay  that  fmallcr  portion  of  the  rent  that  is  ufual- 
ly  paid  in  meal :  and  though  fomc  fold  a  fevtr  bolls  out  of 
the  parifh  that  year,  twice  as  much  was  purchafed  by  other 
tenants  for  domeftic  confumpt. 

parries  — ^The  houfes  of  the  tenants  are  generally  one 
ftory  high|  thatched  with  ilraw.  Two  farm  houfers  of  ona 
ftory,  and  four  of  two  ftortes  high,  are  covered  with  blue 
flate ;  and  two  of  one  ftory,  with  grey  flatc.  It  might  be 
cxpcftcd  that  many  more  would  have  dated  roofs,  fince  both 
kinds  of  ilate  now  mentioned  are  found  in  the  parifh.  On 
the  eftate  of  Logiealmond,  is  a  valuable  blue  flate  quarry,  let 
at  50  guineas  yearly ;  ffQni  which  500,000  flates  are  fuppof- 
ed  to  be  fold  annually,  at  138.  4d.  the  thoufand.  On  the 
lands  of  Abercarney  and  Foults,  are  quarries  of  grey  flate, 
that  is,  a  kind  of  light  brown  freeftone,  which  rifes  in  broad 
fiielves,  of  an  inch  thick,  is  eafily  cut  with  the  flater's  knife, 
and  makes  a  pretty  good>  though  heavy  roof.  As  thefe 
quarries  were  never  wrought  to  any  great  extent,  no  rent  is 
paid  for  them,  but  a  thoufand  flates  may  be  quarried  for  iK 
IQS.  which  will  cover  as  much  of  a  roof  as  61.  value  of  the 
blue  flate  above  mentioned.  -That  roof,  however,  will  be 
greatly  inferior  in  elegance  and  duration.  Near  the  entry 
to  the  houfe  of  Abercarney,  is  an  inexhauftible  quarry,  of  a 
beautiful  and  excellent  ftonc  for  building ;  and,  on  the  CuU 
toquhey  eftate,  is  a  quarry  of  the  l^eft  ftonc  for  pavement  in 
all  the  country*  which  being  foft  while  in  its  natural  moift 
fiate,  fliapes  eafily,  and  20  years  ago,  might  be  quarried,  cut, 
and  laid  at  2d.  a  foot  \  but  the  price  is  now  nearly  doubled. 
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Highnvay* — ^The  greatcft  improvement  lately  made  in  thd 
parifh,  is  the  conftruftion  of  the  new  lipe  of  road  leading  , 
through  it  from  Perth  to  .CriefF,  which  is  every  where  at  Icaft 
35  feet  broad,  and  has  in  no  part  a  greater  rife  than  of  out 
foot  in  50.  Whereas,  the  old  line,  which  led  clofe  by  the 
church,  and  over  the  brae  of  Foulis,  frequently  rofe  at  the 
rate  of  more  than  one  in  ten  feet.  The  making  of  this  new 
road,  from  ^Iethven  to  Gbwan  hill,  in  this  pari(h,  co(l  260L 
each  mile,  and  from  that  point  weftward,  239I.  \  befides 
bridges,  the  largeft  of  which  id  not  yet  founded ;  and  the 
fmaller  ones  have  been  executed  at  il.  each  foot  in  width  : 
i>eEdes  alfo  the  filling  up  of  dens  or  ravines,  the  largeft  of  * 
which  alone  coft  130I.  Where  the  bottom  is  beft,  or  mate- 
rials neareft,  it  may  be  kept  in  repair  at  2I.  a  mile  \  but  the 
greateft  part  of  it  is  to  be  upheld  three  years,  at  4T.  a  milo 
annually.  The  expence  of  making  has  been  fo  great,  and 
the  refort  of  travellers  hitherto  fo  fmall,  that  the  duties  col*' 
le£led  at  the  toll-bar,  firft  ere£led  in  1 793,  though  fome« 
what  higher  than  in  other  counties  of  Scotland,  are  not  fuf^ 
Bcient  to  pay  the  interefts  of  the  fums  expended. 

Pcor^  Riligiofii  CharaBer. — The  poor,  who  are  under  the 
tieceffity  pf  begging,  are  not  very  numerous ;  but  no  ftated 
contribution,  nor  any  afTefiment  being  made  by  the  heritors 
for  their  fupport,  they  cannot  be  fufficiently  fupplied,  or* 
begging  prevented,  by  the  fmall  funds  allotted  to  their  ufe^ 
Thofe  confift  of  the  colle£lions  at  the  church  door,  amount«i 
ing  to  3S.  weekly  ;  2s.  from  every  bride  in  the  parifli ;  and 
the  annual  rent  of  70I.  By  far  the  greateft  number  of  bcg-» 
gars  come  from  other  pariflieS'  There  are  commonly  twd 
fchools,  beCdes  that  of  the  parochial  fchoolmafter.  He  has 
from  the  heritors  200  merks  Scots  of  falary,  with  a  free 
Koufe  and  garden^      His  wages  from  the  fcholars  may 
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be  at  an  average  is.  6d.  a  quarter;  and  his  emoluments 
as  fedion  clerk  do  not  exceed  4].  annually.  The  mi* 
nifter,  befidcs  a  manfe  and  a  glebe  of  feven  acres,  has  be- 
tween 70I.  and  80L  of  ftiped  -,  the  prefent  incumbent,  how- 
ever, being  poflcflcd  of  heritable  property  in  a  neighbouring 
pariflii  and  having  the  comfort  of  his  parifliioners  much  at 
heart,  charges  himfelf  with  the  maintenance  of  an  afliftant 
for  their  fati8fa£tion  \  while  at  the  fame  time  he  has  nevet 
{hewn  the  lead  relu£lance  to  the  perfonal  difclurge  of  every 
♦  part  of  the  mtnillerial  office.  The  people,  therefore,  are  u- 
niverfally  attached  to  the  Eflablifhed  Church,  except  nine  f»» 
milies,  whofe  heads  and  children  are  Antiburghers,  except 
alfo  the  two  redding  heritors,  who  are  of  the  Epifcopal  com- 
munion. Were  thefe  heritors  of  the  fame  religious  profct 
fion  as  the  Vulgar,  it  would  probably  be  the  occafion  of  remo- 
ving a  grievance  of  which  the  people  have  long  with  too  much 
reafon  complained — that  no  care  is  taken  to  render  tlie  paro* 
chial  church  decent  or  commodious.  The  walls  and  roof,  in** 
deed,  are  kept  in  tolerably  good  lepair ;  but  it  is  badly  light* 
ed,  and  the  feats  and  galleries  have,  for  many  years,  been  in 
a  very  ruinous  condition*  The  people  are  in  general  devout 
as  well  as  fober  and  induftrious,.  lovers  of  peace,  and  well  af- 
fc£led  to  government.  If,  in  any  inftance,  they  have  mani* 
fefted  rather  lefs  zeal  than  fome  others  for  the  fupport  of  law 
and  good  order,  fuch  apparent  coolnefs  is  by  no  means  to  be 
attributed  to  any  difcontentment  with  our  happy  Conftitu* 
tion  ;  but  merely  to  an  averfion  a(  any  avocation  which  they 
apprehend  might  interfere  with  that  clofe  application  to  their 
own  proper  employments,  which  through  their  habits  and  ctr- 
cumftances  they  find  both  agreeable  and  neccfllry. 

The  inhabitants  of  tlie  northern  half  of  the  parlfli  com- 
monly ufe  among  themfelves  the  Gaelic  tongue ;  all  of  them 
however,  can  fpeak  Engliflij  which  is  the  only  language  fpo« 
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ken  oir  underftood  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hill.  Though 
there  are  no  remarkable  inftances  of  longevity,  yet  the  peo- 
ple in  general  are  abundantly  healthy.  Confumptions  fome* 
times  occur^  and  the  jaundice  has  been  more  frequent  of  late 
than  ever  known ;  but  agues,  which  were  very  preralent  20 
years  ago^  have,  for  a  long  while>  entirely  difappeared. 

There  is  at  Fowlis,  on  the  6th  of  November  annually,  a 
market  for  black  cattle.  About  1000  may  be  prefented  £ot 
(ale,  and  a  third  part  of  them  fuppofed  ready  for  flaughter* 
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NUMBER   XXIX. 
PARISH  OF  AVOCH. 

(PkBS BTTERT  OF  CmANOMET,  StMOD  AND  CoUNTY  OF  RoSS.) 

By  tbc  Rev.  Ma  Jamzs  Smith. 


Namty  Situation^  Extent^  &c. 


In  old  records,  the  name  is  written  Avach  or  Auach.    It  is 
commonly  pronounced  Auch>    The  moft  probable  derivation 

JB  from  a  Gaelic  word,  fignifying  a  ford  oxJluJhw  HuaUr^  For 
the  bay,  oppofite  to  the  parifli  church,  being  more  (hallow, 

*  the  tide  flows  and  recedes  farther  than  in  any  other  part  of 
this  fide  of  the  Moray  Frith,  between  the  bays  of  Cromarty 
and  Munlochy.  '  This  pariOi  is  fituatcd  in  the  prefbytery  of 
Chanonry,  in  the  fynod  and  county  of  Rofs.  It  is  one  of  the 
eight  pariflies  comprehended  within  the  ancient  diilrifi  of 
Ardmiandch^  or  the  Black  IJle ;  fo  called,  becaufe  the  whole 
make  a  peninfulaj  of  which  the  greater  part  continues  ilill 
black  uncultivated  moor,  though  a  good  deal  has  been  plant- 
ed  and  improved  of  late. 

Avoch 
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Aroch  extends  about  7^  EngUfli  rnile^  from  Eaft  to  Weft| 
and  4  from  South  to  North,  and  is  nearly  of  a  rhoimboidal 
form.  It  is  bounded  by  the  pariOi  of  Rofemarky  towards 
the  Eaft  ;  by  the  Moray  Frith  and  that  branch  of  fame  Frith 
called  Munlochy  bay,  on  the  South-£a(l,  .South,  and  South* 
Weft  i  by  the  united  parifhos  of  Kilmuir  Wefter  and.Suddie, 
on  the  Weft ;  by  Urquhart  or  Ferrintofti  on  the  Nortli  Weft, 
and  by  the  united  pariihes  of  CuUicudden  and  Kirkmichael 
on  the  North.  It  marches  with  thefe  laft  on  the  large  hil| 
called  Mulbuy,  which  extends  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
Black  Ifle,  from  Cromarty  to  Beauley. 

Sur/acf  and  Soil* — ^This  parifh  confifts  chiefly  of  two  ridges 
of  hills,  of  a  moderate  altitude,  and  pretty  broad  on  the  top, 
running  nearly  parallel  to  each  other,  in  a  dire&ion  from  Eaft 
to  Weft,  with  a  gently  doping  vale  on  the  North  fide  of  each, 
and  part  of  the  MuUbuy,  formerly  mentioned,  rifing  behind 
all  thefe  towards  the  North.  So  that  it  prefents,  in  a  manner, 
three  banks  or  faces  to  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  fouth- 
em  fun,  and  enjoys  all  the  varities  and  advantages  of  hill  and 
dale :  The  fouthern  expofures  being  in  general  beft  adapted 
for  corn^farms ;  the  northern,  for  wood,  and  the  valleys,  for 
pafture. 

Almoft  every  variety  of  foil  is  to  be  met  with  here.  To- 
wards the  (hore  it  is  light  and  fandy,  as  ufual,  particularly 
in  fome  of  the  lower  grounds  near  the  bay  and  fea  town  of 
Avochi  where,  on  digging  two  or  three  feet  deep,  a  ftra- 
tum  of  fea  fliells  has  been  found  in  dilFerent  places.  This 
would  feem  to  indicate  that  the  Frith  had  once  over- flowed 
tbofe  grounds  to  a  farther  extent  that  it  ever  does  now.  To 
the  Wcftward  of  this,  on  both  fides  of  the  Southern  vale,  the 
foil  is  generally  a  light  loam,  or  loam  mixed  with  clay,  fcr- 

4  I  2  tile 
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tile  enough.  Farther  Weft,  there  is  a  deep  rich  clafi  parti- 
cularly on  that  fine  extetifive  bank  of  the  Mulbuy,  called 
Auchterflow.  In  the  Northern  vale,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
mofs,  on  a  tilly  or  clay  bottom,  of  a  bad  quality  and  general- 
ly wet,  which  can  fcarcely  be  cultivated  to  advantage.  The 
hill  tops  conGft  chiefly  of  a  bkck  fandy  foil,  covered  with 
poor  (hort  heath,  and  a  few  moor  ftones  intermixed,  moch 
better  adapted  for  plantations  of  the  Scots  fir,  than  for  paf- 
turage. 

Climate^ — ^The  air  is  generally  dry  a,nd  healthy^  though, 
comparatively  fpeaking,  few  of  the  inhabitants  attain  to  olci. 
age.  But  this  feems  more  owing  to  their  habits  of  life,  than 
to  the  climate.  No  difeafe  can  be  faid  to  be  particulary  pre- 
valent. Fevers  and  the  fmall-pox  have,  indeed,  at  times» 
made  conGderable  ravages*  This,  howevex^,  can  be  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  from  the  people's  want  of  cleanlinefs,  and  their 
escefllve  tife  of  fpititual  liquors. 

Sea  Coaft^ — tU  Advantages  and  ProduBions. — The  Northmi 
part  of  Scotland  derives  many  advantages  from  thofe  beauti- 
ful arms  of  tlie  fea,  with  which  it  is  interfefled.  Of  thefc 
the  parifii  of  Avoch  is  not  without  its  (hare.  The  frith 
wafliing  it  nearly  on  two  fides,  makes  the  air  much  more 
falubrious  i  without  thofe  fogs  and  that  piercing  coldnefs, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eaft  coaft  of  Scotland  complain 
of,  from  the 'neighbourhood  of  the  German  Ocean.  It  alfo 
makes  the  fnows  fooner  melt  in  wmter  *,  and  prevents  immo* 
derate  heat  in  fummer,by  that  agreeable  and  refrefhing  cool- 
nefs,  which  every  flowing  of  the  tide  fends  forth.  It  affords 
}ikewife  employment  for  many  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  adds 
to  the  provifion  of  the  whole,  f 

Springs^  &c. 
\  Qn  Qne  half  of  the  bay  of  Avoch,  from  the  Craig  Buroj  (which  di- 
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Springs  £5'r.—  There  is  great  abundance  of  excellent 
fprings  throughout  all  this  parifli.  Some  of  them  have  a 
mineral  tint ;  but  have  not  become  remarkable  for  the  cure 
of  any  difeafes.     A  well^  called  Craiguck,  ifTuing  from  a 

rock 

▼ides  this  parifli  from  Fortrofe  and  Kofcmarky)  to  the  eaft  end  of  the  Seat*wn 
of  Avoch,  the  coaft  is  high  and  roky.  But  few.  of  thofe  rocks  extend  into 
the  Tea,  To  as  to  be  dangerous  for  boats  :  And  there  is  for  the  mod  part  a  fine 
fi)ft  beach  at  the  foot  of  them.  From  thence  to  Cailletown.  Point,  the  fhore 
is  flat  and  faodjr.  There  is  good  anchorage  for  (hipping ;  and  ve0eU  of  from 
40  to  icd  tons  may  lie  to  fafcly  on  the  Seatown  beach,  to  deliver  and  receive 
r  cargoes,  un]e&  there  be  a  ftrong  gale  from  South  or  South-Eail.  Ft om  Caf. 
tktown  Point  Weflward  to  the  mouth  of  Munlochy  bay,  the  coafl  is  bold 
and  rocky,  and  there  is  more  depth  of  water.  Along  the  faid  bay  to  the 
weflern  boundary  of  this  pariih,  it  is  generally  high,  and  confifts  of  fand  and 
gravel,  with  fome  large'vocks  interfperfed. 

Even  thofe  rocks  have  turntd  out  advantageous.  For  in  Munlochy  bay 
there  is  an  excellent  quarry  of  hard  reddilh  frecfbone,  acceffible  to  boau  on 
the  water-edge.  Out  of  this  qiiairy  almoft  the  whole  of  the  extenfivc  works 
of  Fort  George  were  built.  The  late  Mr  Mathefon  of  Bennetsfield,  pioprie« 
'!9kor  of  the  ground?,  let  theVjuany  to  Government,  or  to  the  undertaker  em* 
p!oyed  by  Government,  at  the  fmall  fnm  of  lol.  a-year,  while  that  fortifica* 
tioB  was  going  on.  A  cheap  contra^,  indeed,  if  we  cnnfider  the  immcofe 
quantity  of  xnatcrial  fumilhed  ?  For  20  or  30  hoats,  befidet  feveral  (loops, 
were  conflaotly  employed  in  conveying  it. 

The  quarry  is  now  wroirght  chirfiy  for  builders  at  Invemefs,  who, 
though  there  be  5  or  6  miles  of  water- caniage,  find  this  their  eafieft  fupply. 
And  two  boats  of  10  or  11  tors  burden  each,  arc  almoft  daily  engaged  io  the 
hnfincfs;  which,  with  the  quarrying  work,  yields  a  pretty  good  fubiiftencc 
to  eight  or  ten  families  in  this  parifh,  befides  a  rent,  or  profit  ox  .about  jcK 
Sterling  yearly,  to  the  proprietor.  A  boat's  cargo  of  the  ftoRe  fetches  at  In. 
verncfs,  16s.  or  xys. 

The  Moray  Frith  at  Avoch,  is  about  four  miles  broad.  And  a  finer  ba- 
fan  i&  fcarccly  to  be  fcen  in  the  North.  To  an  obferver  on  this  fiiore  it  hai 
all  the  appearance  of  a  beautiful  lake.  For  Chanonry  point  from  the  Nortli, 
and  that  of  Ardcrfier  from  the  Soutl^Bafti  appear  like  projeAed  arms  to 
dafp  each  other,  and  to  break  off  its  conne<5Uon  with  the  fea,  while  the  point 
of  luvernefs,  and  the  hills  in  that  neighbourhood,  feem  to  bound  it  in  like 
(pa^in^r  in  an  oppofite  dlr^^on.  The  town  of  InvemcfSf  at  the  one  end,  and 

Fortrofe 
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rock  near  the  (hore  of  Bcnnetsfield  is  reforted  to  in  the  month 
of  May,  by  whimfical  or  fuperftitious  perfons,  who»  after 
drinking,  commonly  leave  fome  threads  or  rags  tied  to  a  buih 
in  the  neighbourhood.  But  if  they  derive  benefit  from  this, 
it  would  fecm  to  be  more  owing  to  their  own  credulity,  than 
to  any  efFe£l  of  the  water,  which  differs  nothing  in  taftc  or 
appearance  from  common. 

In  the  fouthern  vale,  there  is  a  fine  rivulet,  called  the  bum 
of  Avoch }  perhaps  the  larged  ftream  in  Ardmeanach  y  which 
rifes  moAly  in  this  pari(h,  drives  three  corn-mills,  and  emp- 
ties itfelf  into  the  fea  near  the  church  •  It  produces  the  com- 
mon trout  and  eel.  Its  mouth  makes  a  fafe  harbour  or  re- 
treat for  the  fifliing  boats  in  time  of  ftorm :  And  here  a 

good 

Fortrofe  ind  Fort  George  %t  the  other,  mdd  moch  to  the  badfcape.  From  a 
boat  in  the  middle  of  the  Frith,  oppollte  to  CuUoden*hoiife  and  the  bay  of 
Avochy  the  view  i»  ft  ill  grander  and  more  embellllhed. 

Since  the  imfH)rtant  aera  of  1746,  the  trade  of  loverneTisand  of  the  other 
towns  00  this  Frith,  has  been  graduaf  I7  iocteafing  and  flonriihuig.  It  em* 
yloja  now  more  than  Cz  timet  the  foimer  anmber  of  velTeU :  fome  of  whidi 
may  be  feen  here  pailing  and  repal&ng  almoft  every  day. 

But  Che  chief  benefit  of  Hhe  Frith  to  thit  pariih,  in  that  of  the  Fifhcriefe. 
Here  are  caught  herrings  during  their  feafon ;  whitings,  flounders,  fprau,  a 
lew  oyften  and  crabbs,  with  abundance  of  mufUci,  quilks,  and  iknaU  fry  for 
bait.  There  might  be  a  ftell-fiihing  for  faknoo,  near  CafUctown  point :  But 
as  the  ihore  is  not  altogether  convcnie nt  for  drawing  the  net,  it  haaaot  been 
mnch  tried.  Some  foiall  whales,  purpoifes,  and  foipe  fiih,  como  up  now  and 
then.  About  30  years  ago,  haddocks  were  frequently  caught  within  a  mile 
of  Avoch.  But  they  have  fince  quite  difsppeared.  They  feem  to  have  re* 
treated  Eaftward  to  the  wider  parts  of  the  Frith,  towards  Tarbat  point  and 
the  coafli  of  Moray  and  Caithoels.  Nor  have  they  been  got  there  for  feve* 
sal  years  pad  in  fuch  plenty  a»  before,  until  this  fummer,  (1793)  when  the 
fifhetmcn  have  had  good  fuccefs,  and  found  them  again  about  the  mouth  of 
marty  Bay.  ' 

There  is  fome  qnantlty  of  fea  weed  on  different  parti  of  the  ihore.  A 
little  of  it  has  at  times  beea  burnt  into  kelp.  The  neighbouring  farmers  chief- 
ly ofe  it  as  a  manure  for  barley.  It  is  very  beneficial  for  this  pvrpofe,  whe- 
ther laid  00  green,  or  rotted  in  ihc  dunghill. 
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good  fpecies  of  red  trout  is  taken j  from   15  to  18  inches 
long. 

Minerals, — A  fmall  lake,  called  Scaddin*s  Loch^  near  the 
eaftern  boundary  of  this  parifli,  was  drained  fome  yeras  ago« 
In  its  bed,  a  good  many  peats  have  been  dug  s  and  under  them 
appears  a  large  ftratum  of  (hell  marie.  It  is  believed,  that 
limeftone  alfo  might  be  founds  on  a  proper  fearch,  as  feve« 
ral  pieces  of  it  are  to  be  feen  frequenty  in  the  channel  of 
the  burn,  Free-ftone  quarrie's  have  been  wrought  on  dif- 
ferent grounds,  befides  that  in  the  bay  of  Munlochy :  parti- 
cularly, one  of  a  deep  red  colour  on  the  farm  of  Arkandeitfa^ 
out  of  which  it  is  believed  that  the  cathedral  church  of 
Rofs  at  ChanonryNwas  built,  many  centuries  ago ;—  ais  a 
conliderable  excavation  has  evidently  been  made,  and  no 
other  rock  of  the  colour  ufed  there,  is  known  in  this  part 
of  the  country. 

State  of  Property. — ^Thcre  arc  five  heritors ;  but  only  one 
rcfidcs. — Sir  Roderick  M'Kenzie  of  Scatwell,  Baronet,  pro- 
prietor of  two  thirds  of  the  pari(h. 

His  feat  of  Rofehaugh-houfe  (lands  on  a  beautiful  bank, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fea,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
fouthem  vale.  It  is  a  modern  edifice,  fubftantially  built  and 
commodious  ;  and  coft  between  3000I.  and  4000I.  Sterling. 
It  is  furrounded  by  rich  fields  in  good  cultivation,  all  well 
fenced,  and  Ikirtcd  with  woods  of  dilTerent  kinds  v  befides 
thefe,  he  has  fevcral  thriving  plantations  of  fir,  in  different 
parts  of  this,  and  an  extenfive  valuable  property  in  other  con- 
tiguous pari(he8. 

On  the  (ame  bank,  about  an  £ngU(h  mile  to  the  £aftward» 
is  the  houfe  of  Avoch,  belonging  to  John  Mackenzie,  £fq; 
where  are  good  grounds,  and  fmall  patches  and  rows  of  a(b, 

birch 
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birch  and  Alder.  But  this  houfc»  and  that  of  Benoetsfieldi 
near  the  South-Weft  corner  of  the  parifh,  belonging  to  Colin 
Matliefon,  Efq;  have  both  been  allowed  to  fall  into  difrepair» 
as  the  proprietor3  of  them  refide  in  other  parts  of  the  coun* 

.  One  of  the  fineft  woods  here  is  that  called  the  Craig* 
wood,  *  near  Fortrofe,  belonging  to  Mr  Rofs  of  Cromarty* 
It  contains  moft  kinds  of  foreft»trees,  beautifully  intermixed^ 
6n  a  rocky  bank,  by  the  Tea.  It  was  ail  cut  down  about  30 
years  ago,  for  making  palifadoes  and  fafcines  to  Fort  GeorgCj 
when  they  apprehended  a  vifit  from  Monf.  Thurot's  fqua* 
dron.     It  has  fince  grown  up  finely  from  the  roots  anew. 

*  This  wood  makes  put  of  the  old  dbte  of  Rofebaufh,  which  bclooged 
to  the  Ute  eelebnted  Sir  Geoige  Mackensie,  Kiog*s  Advocate.  The  pro* 
perty  la  laid  to  have  been  fo  named  {h»m  a  (ball  baugh  cootignoos  to  the 
bank,  where  a  great  many  rwectbrian  and  wild  rofci  nied  to  grow.  The 
ground  having  been  moflly  brought  into  tilbge,  they  arc  not  now  U>  nvnx* 
rous.  On  this  haugh,  along  the  bottom  of  the  wood,  lies  the  road  irom  For* 
trofe  to  Avoch  :  And  there  can  fcarcely  be  imagined  a  more  delightful  fom- 
mer  ev«ning*t  wilk  than  thit,— when,  on  one  hand,  the  Wcftcm  fon  glitten 
through  the  trees,— >the  birches  fend  forth  their  fragrance^— >«nd  the  fioging 
birds  ftfrenade  you ; — and,  on  the  other  hand,  you  behold  the  beautiful  bafon 
before  mentioned,  with  veiTels  and  boats  plying  upon  it  with  dieerful  indof* 
try.  it  if  faid  that  Air  George  Mackentie  was  fo  fond  of  this  walk,  and  of 
that  on  Ohaoonry  poim,  wbkh  fbetches  out  a  mik  and  a  half  into  the  fea« 
covered  with  Ihort  clofe  graft,  as  fmooth  and  foft  as  a  carpet,  that  he  nfed 
to  call  it  rudenefs  and  want  of  ufte  in  any  of  his  friends  or  acquaintances  to 
ride  on  horfeback  along  them.  The  Right  Hon.  James  Stewart  Mackenaie, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  who  fnceeeded  to  Sir  George's  cftate  in  this  county,  fold  the 
lands  of  RoAhaagh  to  the  late  George  Rofr,  Eiq;  of  Cromarty,  one  of  the 
moft  fpirtted  improven  hitherto  known  in  Ardmeanacfa«  Mr  Rofr  gave  good 
employment  many  yean  to  a  multitude  of  labouring  people  from  all  the 
neighbouring  didrifis.  But,  unfortunately  for  this  parifli,  he  died  before  h« 
could  get  hit  plans  of  improvement  extended  fo  far« 

A  few  yean  ago.  Captain  Kenneth  Mackenxie  of  Newtown,  another  he- 
dtOTt  attempted  to  enlarge  the  beantiful  fcene  of  the  Ctaigwood,  by  planting 
his  pan  of  the  iame  bank  to  the  weftward.  But  as  the  rocks  and  fteepneTs 
freveated  hioi  iirem  getting  proper  fences  ma^e,  bis  young  trees  have  been 
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jigriculture^  &c. — Though  fome  parts  of  the  parlfli  have 
been  meafured,  there  is  no  regular  furvcy  or  map  of  the 
ud^ble.  Ic  is  believed,  however,  to^contaiu  about  6coo  a- 
"CTCS.  Of  thefc,  from  1500  to  2000  nruy  be  under  cultiva- 
tion. But  the  whole  produce  will  fcklom  exceed  5000.  bolls ; 
for  among  the  tenants  here,  farming  is  only  in  a  (late  of  in- 
fancy. ,  It  has  emerged  but  little  from  the  rude  practice  of 
their  forefathers,  a  huncjred  years  ago.  Their  horfes,  in  ge- 
neral, are  miferable  poneys  or  garrons,  bought  at  from  3I. 
to  5I.  Sterling,  each.  Their  cattle  are  a  little  better  in  pro- 
portion ;  but  few  of  their  ihcep  are  worth  above  5  s.  per 
headf  So  bleak  and  bare,  indeed,  are  the  hill  tops  and 
muirs,  t^at  this  pariib  is  very  little  calculated  for  flieep  paf- 
ture.  Their  implements  of  husbandry  are  equally  poor,  ex- 
cept vritl^  a  few  more  careful  and  induflrious  men,  who,  ha- 
ving got  better  ^arsons,  begin  of  late  tp  ufe  the  light  chain 
olough^  with  ciirtred  mold  board  ;  and  perhaps  a  coup- cart 
^  or  two,  pit  a  fmall  wain  for  oxen  csa/  their  farm.  Their  o- 
YoL.  XV.    ■      \^  4K         .  thcr 

moftly  fieftroyed  by  the  neighbour'^  cattle  and  (beep.  DlTcouragcd  by  thit, 
ht  turni^d  his  attention  next  to  the  improTcmeot  of  ht»  farm ;  and  has,  widi 
•!^at  ezpence'^'an^  labour,  noade  oiitobove  twelve  acres  new  land,  where  nt-^ 
ver  a  blade  of  corn  grew  before.  Induftry  of  thii  kind  is  beneficial  to  one's 
^  country,  and  defer  vet  to  be  recorded. 

The  rent  of  iand  in  the  country  part  of  the  pariOi;  including  various  cuf- 
ttms  and'  fervices,  amounts  to  from  las.  to  %^%.  per  acre,  according  to  the 
quaKey  and  expofure :  But,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  villages  of  Seatown 
and  Kirktowo,  ic  payi  in  general  from  lis.  to  50s.  And  heve  fbme  ImaU  fpots 
of  garden  ground  are  let  at  the  rate  of  from  5I.  to  8).  Sterling  per  acre. 
Thefc  laft,  however,  are  generally  pofTciTcd  by  fcameri,  (Iioemakers  and  <^ 
tbers,  who  ke^p  no  cattle,  and  muft  have  a  little  ground  fur  raifing  potatoes 
and  greens  to  their  familiei.  Such  high  rents  could  not  be  paid  by  mere 
huibaodmcn. 

The  total  grols  rent^of  tbe  pariih  is  fome  what  more  thao  730  bolls  vic- 
tual, and  9C0L  Surliog.    The  valued  rent  is  25311.  6s.  4d.  Scots. 
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ther  utenfils  are  coarfc,  being  commonly  made  by  the  tenants 
own  hand)  with  the  help  of  fcarcely  any  other  inftniment 
but  tlie  ax  and  adze,  which  fome  of  them  can  ufe  very  dex* 
troufly. 

Tlierc  18  no  wheat  raifcd  in  this  parifli.  The  prevailing 
crops  are  oats  and  peafe^  fown  in  April';  and  bear,  or  bcir 
and  barley  intermixed,  which  they  commonly  fow  in  May. 
Since  the  year  1782,  when  the  crop  of  oats  in  this  parilh 
failed  fo  much,  that  fcarcely  any  of  them  were  fit  for  fow» 
ing  again,  early  oats^of  the  Blainfley  kind  have  been  fown  for 
the  mod  part  on  the  late  farms,  particularly  by  the  tenants 
of  AucktcrfloW ;  where  they  anfwer  fo  well,  that  farmers  in 
fimilar  fituations,  over  all  this  country^  purchafe  from  them 
for  feed.  The  harveft  begins  in  general  about  the  20th  Au- 
guft,  and  ends  in  0£lober,  fooner  or  Liter,  according  to  the 
drought  or  wctncfs  of  the  fummer,  and  the  expofure  of  the 
farms.  But  on  fome  grounds  near  the  (bore,  the  fcafons 
are  perhaps  as  early  as  in  any  corner  of  Scotland.  For  here 
a  few  tenants  fow  barley  the  firft  or  fecond  week  of  April, 
»nd  reap  it  frequently  in  the  end  of  July,  or  beginning  of 
Auguft,  On  thefe  light  grounds,  a  very  fimplc  rotation  is 
praflifed,  of  barley  and  a  green  crop  alternately.  The  greea 
crop  is  peafe  or  potatoes ;  for  turnips,  though  a  better  pre- 
parative for  barley,  have  not  yet  been  introduced  by  the  te- 
nantry here. 

In  the  higher  and  deeper  grounds,  no  regular  rotation  of 
crops  is  followed,  except  on  the  heritor's  own  farms,  where 
a  good  many  of  tht  modern  improvements  are  pra£ltfed 
with  fucccfs. 

The  great  aim  of  the  country  tenants,  is  to  raife  as  much 
bear  and  barley  as  pofllble,  which,  finding  a  ready  market 
with '  the  highland  diftillers  in  Ferrintofh  and  Redcaftle, 
turns  out  to  be  the  moft  profitable  crop.    Mod  of  thofe  te- 
nants 
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nanis  taife  alfo  a  little  flax.   But,  as  they  fcldom  have  ground 

in  proper  heart  for  it,  it  anfwets  poorly  ;  nor  is  there  a   mill 

in  Ardmeanach  for  dreffing  it.     About  50  years  ago,  the 

culture  of  hemp  was  praftifcd,  to  the  extent  of  from  30  to 

40  acres  in  this  parifti.    But  fince  the  importation  of  that 

article  has  become  more  frequent,  they  do  not  now  fow  a 

third  part  of  the  former  quantity.     More  than  100  acres  are 

now  planted  yearly  with  potatoes  ;  which,  bcfides  preparing 

the  land  for  barley,  are  exceedingly  ufcful  in  their  families* 

Clay  is  much  ufed  over  all  this  country  as  a  maniire.     They 

mix  it  with  the  dunghills  in  fummer,  and  fpread  it  out  on 

their  light  grounds  intended  for  barley  in  the  fpring.     They 

imagine  it  has  a  good  efTift  in  keeping  oiit  the  fummer  heat 

and  drought  fiom  hurting  the  roots  of  the  corn.     It  may 

thus  in  fome  meafure  corrcft  the  foil,  but  the  kind  of  clay 

ufed  by  many  of  them,  can  add  very  little  to  the  vegetable 

food  of  plants.     But  the  chief  error  of  thefe  tenants  is,  that 

they  reft  little  of  their  grounds,  and  thcfc  only  when  quite 

worn  out ;  nor  do  they  fow  any  grafs  feeds.    This  obliges 

them  to  fend  off  mod  of  their  cattle  to  remote  highland  glens 

for  the  fummer,  where  they  lofe  many  of  them,  and  their 

growth  is  much  retarded.     What  a  lofs  muft  it  alfo  be  to 

their  farms,  to  be  deprived  of  the  dung  of  thofe  cattle  for  a- 

bout  five  months  of  the  year  i 

Such  extreme  backwardncfs  in  the  ftate  of  farming  here,  is 
occafioned  partly  by  the  tenants  own  obftinacy,  that  they  will 
not  follow  good  example  fet  before  them  by  the  gentlemen 
farmers ;  partly  by  their  poverty,  as  few  of  them  can  aCbrd 
to  purchafe  good  utenfils  or  grafs  feeds  *,  but  chiefly  by  the 
highncfs  of  their  rents,  the  fcarcity  of  fervants,  and  the  (hort- 
ncfs  of  their  leafes :  which  \\\  few  cafes  exceed  7,  8,  or  i^ 
years.  Another  bar  to  improvement  is  the  negleft  of  winter 
crding.  For  from  the  end  of  harveft  to  the  middle  of  A« 
4  K  a 
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pril,  the  tenants  cattle  pafture  in  common*  And  a  ntarl 
whofe  farm  lies  in  a  warm  fituationy  and  beinj;  in  proper 
heart  produces  j;ood  foggage,  cannot  have  the  benefit  thereof 
to  himfclf,  Without  cither  perpetual  watching  or  ioclofoiesy 
which  he  is  not  able  to  afford  ;  but  gets  almoft  the  fubibnce 
eaten  out  of  his  grounds,  by  the  neighbours  cattle.  Un- 
til thefe  obdaclesi  or  at  lead  fome  of  chemi  be  removed^ 
there  can  be  little  hope  of  feeing  agriculture  profper  in  this 
dxftria. 

The  number  of  horfes  in  the  pari(h|  including  garroDS, 
may  be  about  250,  of  cattle  480,  and  (heep  nearly  too. 

ManufaHures. — ^The  principal  branch  confifls  of  ooarfe 
linen  and  ofnabrugs,  made  entirely  of  flax  raifed  by  the  ten- 
ants themfelvesi  fpun  in  their  houfes,  and  woven  within  the 
paiifh.  This  may  bring  in  yearly,  from  300I.  to  500L  Ster- 
ling; and  no  foreign  material  is  required,  except  a  few 
caflcs  of  Dutch  lintfeed.  There  is  alfo  as  much  hemp  raifed 
and  manufa£^ured  by  the  farmers,  as  fufiices  for  fails  to  the 
fifliing  boats.  And  the  wool  of  the  few  (heep,  is  all  made  into 
cloth  and  (lockings  at  home  for  the  peoples  own  wear.  Among 
the  villagers  of  Seatown,  there  is  a  good  manufacture  carried 
on  of  herring  and  falmon  nets,  moftly  from  foreign  hemp. 
Befides  fupplying  the  fiflifery  here,  they  fell  yearly,  from  i5ol# 
to  2ool.  value  of  thefe  to  Caithnefs,  Lochbroom,  and  other 
fifhing  ftations  in  the  North.  There  was  formerly  a  flourifti- 
ing  manufafture  of  flioes,  from  hides  moftly  dreffed  at  home, 
which  employed  about  thirty  hands  in  the  fmaller  villages  of 
Kirktown,  Millhili,  and  Miltown.  But  the  late  laws,  im- 
pofing  a  heavy  licenfe  duty  on  tanners,  have  operated  nearly 
as  a  prohibition  to  this  article.  Some  of  the  (hoemak^rs 
have  left  the  place,  others  have  become  day  labourers.  And 
five  or  fix,  who  remain  at  work,  have  now  no  apprentices,  nor 

can 
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can  they  make  bread  by  it  themfelvesj  owing  to  the  high 
price  of  leatlier. 

The  imports  into  this  pariih,  conGft  of  fait,  iron,  hemp, 
coarfe  cloths^  whiikyi  a  few  grocery  goods,  and  coals.  The 
repeal  of  the  duty  on  coals,  will  be  an  immenfe  benefit  in 
future  years,  as  there  are  few  peats  to  be  got,  and  wood  (ells 
tod  high  for  feuel* 

The  exports  confift  of  grain,  cattle,  herrings,  and  the  manu- 
fa£bures  formerly  mentioned.  Befides  fupplying  its  own  in* 
h:ibitants,  this  parifli  difpofcs  of  yearly  ta  the  neighbouring 
diftillcrs,  and  the  burghs  of  Fortrofe  and  Invemefs,  from  800 
to  1000  bolls  bear,  and  from  200  to  400  bolfs  of  oats,  peafe, 
and  meal,  including  what  is  fent  forth  of  the  vi£lual  rents. 
Though  the  lad  crops  (1792)  was  deficient  in  counties  far- 
ther South,  h  was  fo  plentiful  in  general  throughout  the 
Eiftern  half  of  Rofs-ihire  and  Cromarty,  that,  after  ferving 
die  people  and  the  nunfierous  ftllk,  thofe  diftri£U  have  ex- 
ported fix  or  feven  thoufand  bolls* 

Population. ^^\i  we  may  judge  from  concurring  traditions, 
where  no  authentic  record  has  been  preferved ;  and  from  a 
well  known  fa£l,  that  there  are  a  third  more  dwelling  houfes 
now  in  the  parifli  of  Avoch,  than  in  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  the  population  muft  have  increafed  conliderably 
within,  that  period  Yet,  by  Dr  Wcbfter's  lift  in  1755,  the 
population  is  ftated  at  1457 ;  and  by  an  accurate  furvey  made 
partly  in  1792,  and  concluded  fpring  1793,  the  number  of 
living  foula  was  found  to  be  1380. 

The  church,  which  was  built  in  1670,  and  was  probably 
made  fufficicnt  to  accomodate  the  parilhioners,  or  at  lead 
fuch  a  number  of  them  as  might  be  cxpe£tcd  to  attend  pub- 
lic worfhip  regularly  about  that  time,  could  not,  in  the  way 
it  was  then  fitted  up,  contain  properly  above  400  pcrfons. 

no 


622  Statistical  Account 

No  proper  record  of  deaths  or  bixrials  has  been  yet  kept  in 
thU  parifli,  but  the  average  of  them  is  believed  not  to  ex* 
ceed  30.  The  regifter  of  baptifms  and  marriages,  previous 
to  1787,  appears  to  have  been  fo  carelefslj  and  impcrfe^jr 
made  up,  that  no  conclufions  can  be  drawn  .from  it  with 
any  degree  of  certainty.  But  of  an  exa^  regifter  for  five 
years  paft,  the  following  abftra£t  may  be  depended  on. 


TV«M. 

In  1788, 

Mtlu.           Ftmalti. 
22                    19 

4' 

Cufla  marriti. 

5 

8J. 

23 

21 

44 

6 

0, 

«5 

7 

^^ 

It 

9»» 

23 

28 

5» 

10 

92. 

22 

18 

40 

10 

115  93  ao8        42 

Average  Baptifms  of  Males,  23.— Females  nearly  19  — 

Total  nearly  of  BaptifmSf  42.— Marriages,  8. 
Other  circumftances  refpe£ling  the  population,  may  be 

gathered  from  its  ftate,  in  fpring  1793,  viz. 
Number  of  inhabited  houfes  or  families,  312 

Average  of  pcrfons  in  a  family,  4^^ 

Males  in  the  pariih,  -  •  .  622 

Femalcsj  -  -  -         -  ^jg 

Total  of  living  fouls,  .  -  -    *  1380 

Div'ifion  of  ihefe  by  their  ages. 
TJnder  10  years,         -  -         313 

'Twixt  10  and  20,         -         -  334 

228 
146 

116 

90 


20 

30 

30 

40 

40 

50 

50 
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Twixt  60  and  70  -        .  <Jjj 

70        80        -        -  30 

80        Qo  -        -  9 

Inhabitants,  in  the  Village  of  Seatown,            -  378 

ofKirktown,    -        -  99 

of  Milntown,          -     -  80 

■ — in  the  country,    .    ^  823 

Heritor,  rcfiding,             -                     -          -  i 

Minifter,            -                -                -                -  c 

Parochul  Schoolmafter,                 -.             -             .  j 
Farmers,  or  tenants,  paying  from  20I.  to  50I.  ftciling 

of  yearly  rent,                 -                •                   -  32 

■ 5I.  to  20I.  26 

Crofters,            -            -                  i]*t0  5l.  42 
Nailers,  villagers,  and  Fifliermcns  families,  poflcffing 

only  a  houfe,  or  houfe  and  garden  each,  rented 

under  il.  fterling,            -            -         •  20f 
Able  FiQiermen  of  20,  and  not  exceeding  50  years  of 

^ge,         -                   -                   .  42 

Shop-keepersj             -            -                   -         *  j 

Mafon,  and  2  apprentices,            -        -            -  3 

Quarriers,  and  Dykers,  in  the  country,        -        -  j 

Houfe-carpenter,  with  2  apprentices^        -         -  3 

Country  Wrights  and  Coopers,            -        -        -  4 

Boat-builders,        *            -             -             ^      .  ± 

Millers,            -            •            ....  J 

Blackfmith,                    -             .                         .  I 

Butcher,                   -                   .            -            .  j 

Taylors;                 -         -            -            -          -  8 

Weavers,  with  their  apprentices,  or  looms  employed,  22 

Shoemakers,            -               -            -                .  p 

Quarriers,  and  quarry  boatmen,  at  Munlochy  bay,  10 

Widowers,               .           •           ^           .  i^ 

Widowf, 
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Widows,  -  -  •  -       68 

Married  perfons,  -  .  .  444 

Of  the  Eftabllftied  Church,         -  -  1362 

Epifcopaltans,  who  occafionally  attend  Couirs  Chapel 

at  FoTtrofe,  -  -  ^  -  4 

Seceders,  who  commonly  attend  the  Meeting-houfcs 

^  at  Invernefs  and  Nairn,  •  .  14 

N.  B,  Of  the  handycraftfmen  fpecified  above,  feveral  have 

fmall  pofTtflions  of  land,  which  occupy  part  of  their  time, 

particularly  the  weavers  and  (hoemakers. 

And  of  the  matjers,  villagers,  and  crofters  in  the  country, 
a  good  many  work  in  fummer  as  day-labourers,  and  fome  go 
to  the  fouth  country  for  employment  during  the  fummer  and 
^  autumn.  Others  of  them,  who  have  fmall  horfes  or  gar- 
rons,  earn  part  of  their  livelihood,  by  cutting  and  bringing 
down  fuel  from  the  moors,  to  fupply  the  Seatown. 

Only  one  dill,  of  30  gallons,  is  wrought  in  this  parlfii,  by 
9  copartnery  of  the  neighbouring  farmers  \  and  fome  of  the 
tenants  have  (hares  alfo  in  another  licenfed  ftill,  in  the  ad- 
joining parifh  of  Suddy,  or  E^iockbean. 

There  is  not  one  furgeon,  or  attorney,  or  Roman  Catho- 
lic, or  Jew,  or  Negroe,  or  gypfey,  or  foreigner  -,  nor  any 
native  of  £ngland>  Ireland,  or  th^  Britilh  colonies,  refiding 
at  prefent  in  this  pariih* 

Fl/hiry. — About  the  end  of  laft  century,  ther€  was  only 
one  fiihing  boat  here,  the  crew  of  which  refided  in  the  coun- 
try. The  village  of  Seatown,  which  contabs  at  prefent  jjf 
families,  has  been  modly,  if  not  entirely,  built  fince  that  pe- 
riod, and  the  fifhermen  there  are  now  equal  to  any  in  the 

North 

N.  B.  This  Dumber,  bcfides  the  Fifhermen,  locludei  aUb  the  famtfieiof 
widows,  publicans,  boat-buiMcrs,  and  other  artificers  who  refide  aaiM)0{ 
them. 
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Noith  of  Scotland,  for  hardinefsi  fkill,  and  induftr^i  though 
their  diftance  from  the  main  ocean  fubje£ts  them  to  many 
inconveniences. 

From  the  beginning  of  0£lober  to  the  middle  of  Marcb^ 
they  commonly  fifli  for  herrings  in  thsle  upper  parts  of  the 
Frith.  Towards  the  end  of  Marcli  and  in  April,  they  go 
down  along  the  coafts  of  Moray  and  Caithnefs,  for  cod, 
ikate,  af)d  haddocks.  In  May  and  June,  fome  of  them  ate 
engaged  by  the  North uniiberland  P'iihihg  company  to  catch 
lobfters  for  the  London  market,  on  the  (hores  of  Eafteil 
Rofs,  about  Tarbat-point.  The  others,  during  thofe  months, 
work  at  the  haddock  (ifhing,  to  fupply  the  towns  of  Inyemefs 
and  Fortrofe,  and  the  Weftem  part  of  the  Black  Ifle.  A- 
bout  the  middle  of  July,  all  the  able  iifhermen  here  go  ofF 
to  Caithnefs,  and  Lochbroom,  for  (ix4)r  eight  weckS)  wheit 
the  herring  fifhery  at  thofe  (lations  is  commonly  mod  fa- 
vourable -,  and  in  good  years  they  have  been  known  to  bring 
home  from  thence,  81.  or  lol.  Sterling  each  man  of  nett 
gain. 

They  generally  retilrn  in  September,  to  prepare  ^or  the 
feafon  at  home,  which,  owing  to  the  fmall  depth,  and  clears 
nefs  of  this  frith,  begins  only  about  the  autumnal  equinox, 
or  a  fortnight  thereafter.  The  fame  caufes  oblige  the  fiflier- 
men,  for  the  mod  part,  to  delay  their  work  here  till  evening  at 
night,  as  the  herrings  are  then  caught  in  much  greater  num«> 
bers,  than  during  the  day.  In  good  feafons,  it  is  not  un- 
common for  each  boat  to  bring  in  the  quantity  of  from  18 
to  25  barrels  in  one  night.  When  the  (hoal  comes  up  in 
the  end  of  June  or  beginning  of  July,  the  hetrings  prove  ge* 
tierally  beft,  atid  mod  plentiful. 

In  winter  1786-7,  befides  thofe  ufed  at  home,  rive  or  (\t 
thousand  barrels  were  cured  here  for  exportation  \  and  fcve« 
Vol.  XV.  4  L  ral 
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ral  floops  alfo  were  dlfpatched  with  full  cargoes  of  unpacked 
herrings  for  Dunbar,  and  other  towns  on  the  caft  coaft. — 
Since  that  period,  the  fuccefs  in  genera!  has  been  poor  at 
this  ftationi  little  more  than  what  fervcd  to  fupply  the  neigh- 
bouring  country ;  except  in  fpring  1792,  when  about  1100 
barrels  were  exported.  Laft  winter,  the  herrings  were  un- 
commonly fcarce*  And  the  prefent  feafon,  1793-49  though 
It  promifed  well  in  autumn,  has  turned  out  but  indifferently. 
There  arc  not  now  (in  February)  200  barrels  packed. 

The  herrings  found  here  are  feldom  fo  large  as  thofc  caught 
at  Caithncfs,  and  Lochbroom,  which  makes  it  necefiary  for 
the  men  to  provide  a  different  fet  of  nets  of  a  fmaller  me(h 
and  dtfpth,  than  what  they  ufe  at  the  former  (lations.  Nor 
have  any  buildings  as  yet  been  ere^ed  at  Avoch,  for  cunnfr 
them  in  the  red  manner.  The  quantity  of  herrings  fufficient 
to  pack  a  barrel  when  cured,  is  fold  here  frefh,  at  from  3s. 
to  5s.  6d.  according  to  the  quality  and  the  demand.  And 
the  middle-fizcd,  when  fat,  are  reckoned  much  nicer,  and 
more  delicate  eating,  than  larger  ones,  though  they  do  not 
fetch  fo  good  a  price  at  the  London  and  other  markets,  being 
not  accounted  fo  fit  for  exportation  to  hot  climates.  But» 
if  our  bed  hands,  at  all  the  different  (lations  in  the  north  and 
^e(t  of  Scotland,  were  provided  with  large  and  commodious 
bufles,  fo  that  they  could  go  out  and  continue  fifhing  in  deep 
water,  and  cure  their  herrings  on  board,  in  the  fame  expedi- 
tious and  careful  manner  that  the  Dutch  do,  this  buGnefs 
might  foon  become  much  more  advantageous  to  Great  Bri- 
tain than  at  prefent,  and  our  fifli  bepome  as  faleable  abroad 
as  theirs  !  And  the  weaker  and  more  indifferent  hands  would, 
at  fame  time,  find  th^  better  employment  in  continuing  to 
catch  for  ordinary  confumption  at  homC)  from  the  fmaller 

ihoak 
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ihoals,  which  now  and  then  come  near  to  our  fliorcs,  in  the 
manner  that  all  the  hands  do  at  prefcnt.* 

4  L  a  fTa^ti 

•  The  Meffrs  Falls  of  Dunbar,  were,  for  many  years,  the  principal  advents- 
rcra  in  the  hcning  fiflicry  here' :  And  from  them  the  Avoch  men  met  with 
very  good  encouragement.  Since  the  unfortunate  failure  of  that  old  and  re- 
fpe^able  houfe,  the  Northumberland  or  Beadnel  Fifliing  Company  have 
taken  up  part  of  this  bufinefs,  in  which  an  eftablifiied  company,  with  a  good 
capital,  have  a  far  better  chance  of  fuccefs  than  fmall  adventurers,  who  can- 
not afford  to  lay  in  a  proper  (lock  of  fait  and  barrels,  much  lefs  to  keep  them 
Tinufed  in  unfavourable  feafons.  At  this  (lation,  indeed,  the  herring  fi(hing, 
on  the  prefent  plan,  has  been  found,  for  fome  rears  ptft,  tm  be  bot  a  preca- 
rtoat  concern.  One  fuccefkful  winter  tempted  mafiy  of  the  neighbouring 
Ihopkeepers  to  embark  in  it :  And  thofe  who  did  fo  with  borrowed  m<^ey, 
have  moftly  become  bankrupts  fince.  To  fecore  the  imporunt  national  bttne- 
.  fits  of  this  trade,  erery  reafonable  encouragement  (hould  be  giTen  to  both  th« 
fifliermen  and  cnrers. 

The  fifliing  boats  ufcd  here  are  of  a  fmall  fise ;  their  keel  being  only  a6  or 
37  feet  in  length ;  the  mouth  from  30  to  $%  feet  long,  and  10  feet  wide.— 
The  depth  is  fo  proportioned  to  tbefe  dimenfions,  as  that  they  may  &il  well,  and 
may  carry,  befides  the  crew  and  their  fifliing  tackle,  3  or  4  tons  fafeljr.  Six 
of  thefe  boats,  wron^t  by  feven  men  each,  for  the  white  fifliing,  and  two  ar 
three  finaller  onea  or  yawls,  occupied  by  old  men  and  boys,  belong  to  the 
pUce.  During  the  herring  feafon,  they  fit  out  a  goad  many  more,  as  four 
men,  with  a  boy  to  fleer,  ferve  this  pnrpofe,  and  they  then  hire  fome  addi- 
tional hands  from  the  country.  When  the  feafon  here  proves  facceftful,  the 
fifliing  boats  of  Nairn,  Delnies,  Campbeltown,  and  Petty,  join  them ;  and 
fome  likewife  from  Xaftcr  Roft,  Cromarty,  Rofemarky,  Fortrofe,  and  Kef- 
fock ;  fo  that,  even  in  this  upper  part  of  the  Frith,  60  or  80  herring  biiati» 
containing  above  300  men,  may  be  feen  at  tiooes,  plying  together  on  the  fame 
dream.  But  fuch  crowds  are  thought  to  be  rather  prejudicial  to  the  bufinefs* 
hi  clear  fliallow  water  like  this,  as  the  herrings  often  Aiddenly  difappear  from 
them,  and  it  is  ftroogly  fufpeded,  that  a  multitude  of  boati  and  nets  tends 
to  frighten  them  away. 

The  quantity  of  cUxwn  carried  by  the  Avoch  men,  and  iame  others  m  this 
neighbourhood,-  is  very  much  dirpraportio&ed  to  the  fmall  fise  and  burden  of 
their  boats.    The  length  of  the  mail  is  generally  above  30  hti.    On  thif» 

they 


6^8  Statijlical  Account 

Wages  and  price  of  pfwiftons. — ^Thc  following  comparatkrc 
(late,  founded  on  good  information,  will  (hew  the  advance 

on 

they  hotft  an  immenfe  ohloog  fail,  containing  nearly  80  fqaar  yard*,  or  709 
fquare  feet  of  cloth.  Aod  they  carry  a  forefailbcfidcs,Qn  a  pole  at  the  boat  (lera, 
of  the  fame  oblong  form,  but  only  a  tenth  part  of  the  fize  of  the  other. 
Their  flcill  and  alcrtnefs  in  fetting  and  reefing  chofe  f^ib,  according  to  the 
wind  and  weather,  and  the  courfc  they  mean  to  purfue,  are  wonderful.  Se- 
veral gentlemen  of  the  navy  have  cxprctTcd  their  furprize  at  thit,  and  de- 
clared, that  they  have  feldoni  fcen  common  fifliermen  carry  fo  great  a  propor- 
tion of  f;lil,  or  nunage  it  more  dextroufly  on  any  other  part  of  the  Brhifti 
^oafts.  Yet  there  have  been  only  four  Avoch  men  drowned  by  their  boan 
OTerfettIng,  fince  the  fifliery  firfl  began  here.  But,  a)  they  continue  gradually 
to  enlarge  thofe  fails,  without  incrcafing  the  boats  in  proportion,  ii  it  to  be 
feared  that  fach  accident*  may  become  more  frequent  among  them.  For  there 
it  undoubtedly,  a  lu^i  ultra  to  this,  at  in  all  other  human  atceftipts. 

In  juftice  to  the  adive  enterprifing  fpirit  of  thofe  honeft  men,  we  may  add, 
that  three  of  the  Semtown  crewt  having  engaged  in  fpring  1791,  to  fifl^  for  fe- 
veral  montht  on  the  coaft  of  Northttmberland,  coafted  it  in  thoir  little  open 
boats  the  whole  way  from  Avoch  to  Beadncl,  without  either  chart  or  com- 
paft,  and  returned  home  in  like  manner,  with  no  other  accident,  except  fpiit- 
ting  one  of  their  failt.  A  long  Toyage  thit  for  fo  finall  craft  to  undertake, 
if  we  confider  the  different  windings  of  the  coail,  which  they  mud  necefli- 
fily  follow  i  >^hat  a  pity,  that  fuch  men  have  not  been  regularly  taught  m- 
vigatMK^  nor  got  larger  deficit  to  manage,  for  there  it  not  a  iingle  floop  he 
longing  to  the  place. 

The  former  inconvenience  may  now  be  obviated  by  the  academy  lately  etki' 
blilhed  at  Fortrofe,  which  affords  them  an  eafy  and  near  opportunity  of  gct> 
ting  their  children  better  inflru^cd  than  heretofore.  And  if,  along  with  this 
advantage.  Providence  be  pleafed  to  favour  them  with  three  or  four  good 
lifhing  years  in  fucceffion,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  fome  of  the  more 
^reful  and  fpirited  young  men  may  be  pctfuaded  to  unite  and  improve  their 
gains,  ia  filing  out  tyr^  or  three  fmall  bufl'cs,  or  proper  freighting  floopt  for 
(his  oaft,  of  50  or  60  tons  each ;  which  could  occaflonally  be  navigated  hj 
fewer  hands  than  any  of  their  prefcnt  boats.  Such  iloops  might  be  employ* 
f  d  to  good  advantage  every  herring  feafon  on  the  bounty  ;  and  during  the 
p;|i;;:  iponth^  they  would  find  abundant  encouragement  in  carrying  out  car- 
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•n  fome  efiential  articles  of  this  nature,  within  60  years  pa{l» 
in  this  diftri^^,  viz. 

Common  amomnf 

M  1 7 34.  DHH  im  1 794  ^ 

Wages  of  an  able  ploughman^  or  faf  m  fer- 
-vant,  per  annum,  fterling,        —  L.II34  L.  440 

■      a  Female  fervaot,  —  o  ij    3  I  10    o 

■  a  day  labourer,  per  diem,  finding 

his  own  viduab,  —  —  004  009 

a  jonrncyman  mafon,  do«  do.  o    o  ii  o    x  10 

_•.—.  a  jonrncyman  wright,  do.  do.  008  o    Z    3 

■  ■    a  taylor,  do.  do.  —  009  O    O    9 

Cumwnn  prices  J)iit9  im 

im  1734.  SpriMi  1794. 

Oatmeal,  per  boll,  9cwt.  9  fione,  or  X44lbs. 

Amfterdam  weight,  —        L.  o    8  lo  2-3    0x6    o 

Barley,  or  bear,  per  boll,  (Linlithgow 

meafure,}  .—  -^  090  0180 

Pottaoes  per  peck,  (ditto  2  ftreaks,)     not  then  fold  006 

Beef  and  veal,  per  lib.  (Amfterdam  weight,) 

about  —  — i  *  o    o     X         o    o    il-»  to  3d, 

Good  Mutton,  per  do.  do.  about  o    o    03-40    o    3 

Potk,  per  do.  do;  about  —  001         o    o    4  to  a  i*ft 

Ducks,  each,  —  —  003         008 

Chickens,  do.  —  —  00a         o    o    4  to  6d. 

Eggs  per  dozen,%       —  *-  o    o    o  3-4  o    o    x  1-2  to  id. 

Haddocks,  per  do.  —  —        o    o    x  009 

3utter  per  ftone,  (of  silbs.  Amfterdam 

weight,  —  —        —        05001*0 

Cheefe,  per  do.      *     —  —  018         o    5    o  to  ^t.  6(!, 

I  Sah  per  peck,  (Linlithgow  meal  meafure 

or  X4lbi.  Amfterdam  weight,  007         016 


Roads 
George, 

Mdid 


I  Within  the  above  period,  tbe  eftabliOimcnt  of  agarrifon  at  Fort  George, 
and  the  flouriflung  ftate  of  Inverncfs,  by  greatly  iocreaftng  the  demand.Aaffe 

Hi* 

. . *_^ 

goes  of  grain,  when  it  could  be  fpared,  and  bringing  home  coals,  (alt,  K«e, 
|d4  oth^r  Dcceflariesy  to  fupply  the  incrcaling  demands  of  this  part  of  the 

covotsy 
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R§ads  and  Bridges. — ^Not  only  in  this  parifli,  but  over  the 
whole  of  Ardmeanach,  the  roads  have,  for  many  years  paft« 

beeit 

tended  to  raife  the  price  of  tnoft  kinds  of  ptovifioiu  here.  Coafidering  howcrtr 
the  high  rents  now  paid  by  the  farmers,  and  the  prof  refiive  adtanccoD  everj 
thing  eUe,  thofe  prefent  rates,  on  the  whole,  cannot  be  reafonablf  complain- 
ed of,  except  by  fuch  perfoos  as  have  had  narrow  limited  incomes,  with  no 
opportunity  of  improving  them.  One  necefliiry  article,  y«Jlr,  for  home  con- 
fumption,  has,  indeed,  been  uncommonly  fcarce  and*  high  prked  lor  fene 
months,  over  all  the  north  of  Scotland  ;  but  for  this,  it  is  hoped,  that  the 
wifikm  of  Parliament  will  foon  provide  a  remedy*  And  the  Jate  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  coals  canaed  coaftways,  though  the  advance  on  freight  of  foch 
a  bulky  article,  prevents  the  benefit  being  To  fecfibly  felt  at  prefent,  muft, 
when  the  war  is  over,  be  acknowledged  a  great  relief,  to  a  diftrift  fo  poorly 
poorly  pcoTided  with  other  fuel  as  this. 
8 — . 

country.  To  promote  and  encourage  fuch  a  fcheme,  would  UMfueftionably 
be  the  intereft  of  both  gentlemen  and  traders  on  both  fides  of  this  Frith ;  as 
good  feamen,  having  their  home,  or  refidence  of  their  £imilies  here,  could 
(uUrit  parihtu)  afford  to  ferve  the  neighbourhood  on  eafier  terma  tluto  ftraft- 
gers  ]    Befides  that,  a  great  part  of  the  money,  which  tbefe  difiriAs  mnft  ne- 

•  ccffarily  pay  for  fuch  freights,  would  thiis  remain  and  circulate  at- home. 
There  is  likewife  another  important  coofideration,  that  cargoes  would  be  ex- 
"pofed  to  lefs  hazard  of  lofs  or  damage,  under  the  care  of  feamen  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  mod  of  the  different  hazbours,  rocks  and  lend  banks,  in  this 
long  and  tedious  Frith. 

No  leis  renurkable  are  the  inhabitants  of  this  thriving  TiUage  in  general, 
for  their  induflry  and  diligence.  They  manufa«Sure,  of  the  heft  raaterisis 
they  can  procure,  not  only  all  their  own  fiihing  apparatus,  but  alfo  u  great 
quantity  of  herring  and  falmon  nets  yearly,  for  the  ufe  of  other  fiations  in 
the  Nonh  and  Weft  Highlands.  From  Monday  morning  to  Saturday  after- 
ooon,  the  men  feldom  loiter  at  home  ft4  hours  at  a  time,  when  the  weather  is 
at  all  favourable  for  going  to  fca.  And  the  women  and  children,  beiideB  the 
care  of  their  houfes,  and  the  common  operations  of  gatliering  and  affixing 

^  bnit,  and  of  vending  the  filh  over  all  the  neighbouring  country,  do  a  great  deal 
of  thofe  manufadures.    Some  of  their  families  alfo  cultivate  from  a  rood  to 
half  an  acre  of  poutoes  yearly  for  their  own  fupply ;  and  others,  whofe 
chlklreB  are  more  ftdvanced,iaif«  and  di'efs,  for  the  herring  nets,  a  good  quan- 
tity 
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becfi  as  well  attended  to,  and  kept  in  as  good  repair,  as  in 
any  part  of  Scotland,  where  turnpikes  are  not  eftabliflied. 
At  moft  places,  where  highways  meet  or  interfe£l  each  mo- 
ther, ^dire£Uon*pofts  have  been  fixed  and  kept  up.  In  a 
country,  where  many  of  the  inhabitants  cannot  fpeak  to  a 
ftranger  in  EngUfii,  the  importance  of  thefe  is  obvious.  Part 
of  one  road  here,  'twixt  the  Seatown  of  Avoch  and  Fortrofe, 
being  liable  to  frequent  incroachments  of  the  fea,  proves  ex- 
ceedingly troublefome  and  expenfive.  A  lubftantial  repair 
to  that,  and  a  few  fmall  bridges,  are  the  principal  things  of 
this  nature  now  wanted  in  the  diftrid.  The  county  of  Rob^ 
lad  year,  eftabliflied  a  commutation  of  the  ftatute  labour  ' 
within  their  bounds,  with  a  v}ew,  no  doubt,  to  improve  thofe 
mattcrsof  police  ftill  farther,  by  hiring  able  hands  with  the  mo-* 
-  ney  and  keeping  fteady  furveyors  over  them.  The  rates 
charged  are  is.  6d.  yearly  from  each  man,  liable  to  the  ftatute 
work ;  and  2s«  6d.  more  from  the  tenants,  for  the  ftrcngcjx 
of  each  plough.  Thefe  rates  may  be  thought  hard  by  fome 
poor  people,  who  have  little  ready  money  to  command,  and . 
would  rather  give  their  work  in  die  moderate  way  it  ufed  to 
be  exa£ted.  But  every  judicious  farmer,  or  well  employed 
mechanic,  who  confiders  the  importance  of  a  long  fummer 
day  for  carrying  on  his  own  work  or  improvements  at  home, 

wiB 

mj  of  hemp.  Evtn  the  aged  and  infirin  en^)loy  themfelves  as  bofily  at  they 
can  at  making  and  baiting  hooks,  and  mending  nets,  fo  that,  except  for  a 
few  days  about  Chriftmas,  or  on  the  occalion  of  a  fiiher's  wedding,  there  are 
none  but  lUt4e  children  idle  in  the  whole  Settown.  And  this  their  indoftry 
turns  out  to  good  accomt ;  for  they  bring  up  and  provide  for  their  famiijra 
decently  in'  their  fpbere.  They  pay  honelUy  all  the  debts  they  coiitraA  in 
the  country,  and,  confidering  the  number  of  widows,  and  fatherlefs,  and  of 
infirm  and  aged  perfons  among  them,  very  few  of  this  village,  except  in 
safes  of  great  emergency,  are  fonod  tofoUcit  the  alfiftance  of  cither  public  or 
frivatc  charity. 


a 
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will  think  it  much  more  expedient  to  pay  them.  Whether 
this  fcheme,  howeveri  on  the  whole,  (half  more  effedually 
promote  the  public  good  than  the  former^  the  county  will 
be  better  enabled  to  judge,  after  fome  years  experience. 

Language. — Although  moft  names  of  places,  and  many 
firnames  of  petfons  here  are  evidently  deri?ed  from  the  Gae- 
liC|  the  inhabitants,  in  general,  of  this  and^  the  two  neigh* 
bo^ring  pariihes,  of  Rofemarky  and  Cromarty,  undcrftand 
and  ufe  the  Engltfli  language.  They  fpeak  it  alfo  more 
purely,  and  with  lefs  of  a  provincial  accent  or  drawl,  than 
thiofe  of  many  fouthern  counties  in  Scotland.  Hence  fome 
have  fuppofed  them  to  be  the  dependents  of  a  colony  brought 
from  fome  diftant  part  of  the  kingdom,  efpecially  as  the  corn* 
mon  people  in  all  tlie  contiguous  pariflies  around,  fpeak  jnoft- 
ly  in  Gaelic ;  and  two- thirds  of  them  underftand  no  other 
tongue.  Whereas,  in  this  parifli,  there  are  only  fix  or  eight 
families  unacquainted  with  the  Englifli  language,  and  three* 
fourths  of  the  pari(hioners  ufe  it  in  common.  Nor  has  any 
Gaelic  been  preached  in  the  church  of  Avoch  fince  the  be* 
ginning  of  this  century,  although  one  or  two  of  the  minifters 
underftood  ^t  perfeAly,  and  could  deliver  their  fentiments  in 
that  language  witli  fluency.  The  prevalence,  hoWevcr,  of 
the  Englifli  language  in  this  corner,  may  be  more  eaGly  ac- 
counted for,  from  the  more  frequent  intercourfe  of  its  inha- 
bitants by  both  fea  and  land,  with  thofe  of  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces. 

The  patronage  of  this  pariili  belongs  to  Mifs  Brodie  of 
Lethen.  The  ftipend,  including  an  augmentation  lately  de« 
creed,  confifts  of  fix  chalders,  part  barley,  part  meal ;  46I. 
Sterling,  money ;  6\.  of  converfion  for  the  vicarage  and  filh 
tiends ;  and  5I.  more  for  communion  elements.  The  glebe, 
in  three  feparate  fpots,  all  arable,  mcafures  neatly  fix  acres^ 

h« 


of  Avoch.  633 

Thtt  chtttth  ^sl»  new  toofed,  afid  oihctwlfc  improtea  iri 
1792.  The  manfe,  built  in  1672^  has  undergone  fcvcral  re- 
parations fincc,  and  is  now  a  comfortable  lodging.  The 
mlniftert,  fincc  the  Rcftoratiort  of  Presbytery,  and  dates  of 
thcit  fertlcmenta,  have  been  : 

1712-13 — Mr  Alexander   M'Bcan,  afterwards  rotni- 

'  Iter  at  Invernefs. 
1716.  Mr  Alexander  Ray,  ^vho  died  hete  in  1735. 
1736.  Mr  Alexander  Frafer,  tranflated  in  1755  to 

Invetnefs. ' 
1756.  Mr  Thomas  Simpfon,  who  died  here  in  1786- 
Sept.     1787.  Mr  James  Smith,  the  prefcnt  incumbent. 

The  miniftcr  of  Avoch  is-co-adminiftrator  vfrith  the  mini- 
ftcr  of  Rofemarky,  of  the  fund  v^^hich  pays  the  matters  fala- 
ries  in  the  academy  at  Fortrofe ;  and  of  fome  lands  bequeath- 
ed by  a  late  Countefs  of  Seaforth,  for  the  fuppoft  of  the  poor 
in  faine  burgh. 

The  parochial  fchool  of  Aroch  is  attended  by  about  50 
icholats*  The  mafler^s  falary,  payable  by  the  heritors,  if 
61.  igs.  4d.  SterUng.  His  vrages  and  ehtioiuments,  as  fetfion 
clerk  and  prefenter,«  may,  eortmunibus  annis^  amount  to  jl. 
mote.  He  teaches  Englifh,  Latin,  Writing,  Arithmetic, 
Book-keeping,  and  Church  rtiufic.  But  the  fees  firom  his 
fcholars,  aft  the  tenantry  in  genera!  ax^  not  able  to  aiFord 
much,  wilt  feldom  exceed  lol.  Sterling.  So  that  this  offic^ 
is  fcarcely  worth  20L  a  year* 

There  is  a  fewing  fchool  for  girls  in  the  Kirktowi),  and 
two  or  three  fmall  fchooU  in  diflfefent  cofneifs  6£  the  parifti, 
fcMT  initiating  younj^  children  to  read^  but  they  have  no  fala- 
Ties. 

A  fonday  fcbool,  on  a  proper  plan,  and  a'  fpinrting  fchool, 
for  teaching  young  girU  to  Wcffk  at  the  tWo-handcd  wheel, 
woidd  both  be  found  exceedingly  ufeful  iiftitutiony  in  fuch 

ftu  XV.  4  M  a 
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^  populous  pariih  as  thiS}  and  where  the  limen  maiiafii£korp 

iUnds  much  in  need  of  improvement* 

State  of  the  Po^,  &€•— Th^re  are  about  40  indigent  pcr- 
fons  now  on  the  roll.  The  funds  for  their  relief  are  the  in- 
tereft  of  3[3l.  6s.  8d.  Sterlings  bequeathed  hj  the  late  Sir 
Kenneth  M'Kenzie  of  Scatwell  in  the  hands  of  his  own  fa- 
mily } — ^the  intereft  of  about  50I.  more  under  the  feffion's 
management;'  and  the  public  voluntary  coTitcibutions  in 
church :  which  laft,  at  an  average  of  three  years  bygone,  a- 
mounts  to  81.  iis.  4d.  Sterling  yearly.  All  thefe  funds,  how* 
ever,  can  afford  but  a  fcanty  help  to  each. 

A  crew  of  the  fiOiermen  having  been  accidentally  drown- 
ed in  l^9A  left  feven  widows  and  a  good  many  dcpendenis» 
fome  of  them  in  mod  pitiable  circumftances.'  One  young 
girl,  in  particular,  who,  at  19  years  of  age,  had  been  married 
only  feven  months  before,  was,  by  this  unforfeen  accident* 
bdreaved  at  once  of  her  htifliand  1  her  father  I  her  btbther ! 
and  was  left  big  with  child>  and  in  deb.t  1  On  this  melan- 
choly occaGon,  it  was  found  neceflary  to  alk  fome  charitable 
afliftance  from  other  places.  And  a  liben^l  fupply  was  ob- 
tained, adequate  to  their  more  immediate  needs.  For,  be- 
fides  what  was  coUeded  within  the  bounds  of  this  prefbytery, 
the  following  contributions  from  different  quarters,  moftly 
unfo}icited,  were  remitted  to  the  kirk  fefEon  for  relief  of 
thofe  unfortunate  people,  and  haye  all  been  dlftributed  among 
them,  VIZ. 

From  the  town  and  neighbourhood 
of  Invemefs,  -  Sterling  L.  31  5  o 

From  fome  gentlemen  of  Naim-fhire, 

and  Fort  George,  •  6^6 

And  a  coIle£lion  made  in  the  parifh 
church  of  Alnefsj^  '  ,-     '  '      5  1  S 

.        .       '       The 
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The  diftrefs  of  the  widows  haying  thus  been  mitigated^ 
particularly  until  iuch  of  them  as  had  been  left  {^regnant  were 
defhrered,  and  nurfed  their  infants,  they  have  almoft  all  now 
returned  to  proper  habits,  of  induftry,  fufficient  to  fupport 
themfelves  and  their  families^  Such  examples,  it  is  hoped, 
will  not  be  thought  mifplaced  in  this  record,  becaufe  they 
hot  only,  in  their  meafure,  do  honour  to  human  nature,  but 
may  tend  to  encourage  others  to  '^  io  likewi/e**  m  (imilat 
cafes ! 

The  deficiency  of  crbp  1 782  was  feVerely  felt  in  this  pai^ifh^ 
except  by  fome  farmers  near  the  (hore.  But  from  the  great 
quantities  of  com  then  imported,  and  the  feafonable  fupply 
fent  by  Government  for  the  poor,  it  is  not  believed,  that  any 
perfon  here  died  then  of  want.  And  the  more  induftriqus 
tenants  have  fince  compleatly  recovered  from  the  efFefts  o£ 
'chat  year^  upon  their  little  ftock  and  credit. 

'  General  CharaHer  $f  the  Inhabitants. — TThe  parilhioners 
jhere  are  moftly  of  a  middle  fize,  ftrong  and  healthy,  and 
capable  of  enduring  a  good  de^l  of  fatigue  ^nd  labour.  There 
tnay  be  8  or  10  nien  among  them  fix  feet  high  ;  and  very 
few  dwarfs  or  deformed  perfons  arc  to  be  fcen  % 

Means 

\  The  mhabiunu  of  the  coiuktry  part  are  generally  but  in  poor  circumftan- 
ces.  Hence  they  feel  many  ftratts  in  bringing  up  their  famtliet.  This,  with  tha 
rArcity  and  increafed  wages  of  fervantt,  obliges  fome  of  them  to  put  their  chil. 
dren  to  hard  work  rather  too  foon ;  even  the  greaterj^armeni,  who,  as  they  raifd 
bread  for  many  others,  (hould  have  it  in  their  own  power  to  live  pretty  com- 
fortably in  their  fphere,  enjoy  here  but  few  of  the  comforu,  and  none  of  the 
luxuries  of  life ;  except,  perhaps,  in  the  ufe  of  i)>irituous  liquors,  to  which  both 
they  and  the  filhermen  have  become  of  late  too  much  addided«  Thi»  has  uken 
place  almoft  entirely  of  that  ^holefome  flrengthening  beverage,  good  beer, 
which  their  fathers  harmlefsly  quaffed.  The  prefent  generation  are,  indeed » 
better  clothed ;  but  they  eat  lefs  and  coarfer  bread,  and  have,  perhaps,  left 
ready  ihoney.    Their  houfes  alfo,  are  for  oioft  part  aiiferably  dirty,  fmoaky. 
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Meqns  hf  tubkb  their  Canditkn  cotJd  itf  mdioraUdm — If  ihe 
Britifli  Society  for  improTtng  and  extending  the  filhtfricg^  or 

die 

tnd  meaiUy  fumKbed.  But,  u  they  hate  little  acquaintance  with  way  better 
condition,  fo  long  at  they  can  make  a  ftretch  to  pay  their  rent  and  dietr  debtSi 
tbey  a|»pear  contented  with  their  own.  Their  nuiral  charaAer  i^  m  geaen^ 
food,  if:  ytt  except  only  a  few  yicei  and  failingt,  to  which  their  ftraiteoed  ^. 
tnation  expofei  them-  They  are  honeA  ^nd  induftrioui,  faithfa!  to  their  m»- 
iler  or  landlords,'  and  atuched  to  their  King  and  Country.  As  to  religion, 
the  greater  part  of  them  cppear  feriout-and  devout,  and  regularly  attend  on 
piihlic  ^orfiiip  and  ordinancea.  -  In  moft  pariihea  here«  it  ia  not  ancaminon 
for  feveral  thoufands  9f  people  to  aiTtmble/  from  aU  coniefi  of  the  cqwrtcf^ 
ob  a  facramenul  occafion. 

Marriage^,  in  this  place,  are  generally  conduced  in  the  ftile  of  penny 
weddings.  Little  other  fare  is  proTided,  except  bread,  ale,  and  whi&y.  The 
relatives,  who  affemble  in  the  morning,  are  entertained  with  a  dram  and  a 
drink  graSu,  But,  after  the  ceremony  it  performed,  every  man  pays  for  hia 
drink.  The  neighbours  then  convene  in  great  numben.  A  fiddler  or  two» 
with  perhaps  a  boy  to  fcrapc  on  an  old  violinccUo,  are  engaged.  A  bars  i* 
alloted  for  the  dancing ;  and  the  houfe  for  drinking.  And  thus»  they  make 
merry  for  (wo  or  three  days,  till  Saturday  night.  On  Sabbath,  after  retorn- 
iog  from  chuvch,  tha  married  couple  give  a  fort  of  dinner  or'cntertatament 
t9  the  prcfeni  friends  att  both  fid:  s.  So  that  thofe  vveddic^s^  on  t^«  if  hole, 
bring  little  gain  oj^  lofs  to  the  parties. 

As  fupcrflicious  prejudices  begin  to  wear  out,  the  pradice  of  inoculation 
'for  the  fmall  poz  gains  ground  confiderably  here;  though  it  is  not  fo  fuecefi* 
fbl  as  in  other  parts,  owing  to  many  of  the  parents  not  following  the  hit^tim*t 
prefcriptions ;  and  giving  ardent  fpirits  to  their  children,  eve^  dutiog  the 
Iwight  of  the  difeafe. 

At  common  lunrral%  in  this  diilria,  th^  corpfe  is  preceded  by  chc  p»n^ 
officer  tcilliug  a  hand  ht^U.  The  pall  or  mort-tloth  i^  of  ^lain  black  velvet, 
without  any  decqratiuu,  except  a  fnuge.  An  immeofe  crowd  of  both  ilj^s  at" 
tend.  And  the  Uuicutations  of  the  women,  in  Com.^  cafes,  on  ieeipj^  a  bclqw 
cd  celative  put  into  the  grave,  would  aUnoIb  pierce  a  heart  of  (lone. 

The 'inlvibitant«  of  Seatown  live  more  ccoxilortably  than  of  the  connttjL* 
And  they  b  giu  now  to  build  neat  commodious  houjGrs^  wh^ch  cfiA  ab^ve  s^ 
^terliog^  each,  Amon^  the  fiihers,  it  ufual  for  both  Osxcs,  to  marry  at,  or  on- 
dpr  ap  years  of  age.    And  o(  feveral  of  their  families;  thf;ra  are  four  g^enc* 

nciaat. 


the  Hon.  Board  of  Tniftees  for  fi{herie$,  manafa£lare9|  and 
improvemeats  in  Scotbnd,  would,  over  and  above  the  boun« 
ties 'now  allowed  by  Gdvernmeat,  grant  fome  premiums  to 
a&ual  fiOiermen  for  a  few  years  at  the  different  herring  fta- 
tions  in  the  North ;  to  three  or  four,  at  IcaTl,  of  the  herring 
hoat5  at  each  ftation,  whofe  crew,  confiding  of  a  fixed  num- 
ber,  and  within  a  limited  time  of  every  fcafon,  fliould  catch 
and  deliver  the  greateft  quantities  of  good  herrings  to  the  cu- 
rers  ;^-thts,  it  is  believed,  would  excite  much  emulation  a- 
mong  the  hands,  and  be  attended  with  many  beneficial  con* 
fequences.  A  pier,  fufficient  for  boats  and  fmall  floops^ 
would  render  this  ftation  much  more  commodious  and  (afe 
than  at  prefent,  and  could  be  built  for  a  moderate  fum :  And* 
if  the  bouads  of  the  Seatown  were  extended^  by  throwing  % 

bridge 

rations  now  iirtn^  in  the  place.  Their  wonien  are,  in  general,  hardy  and 
roboft,  and  can  bear  immenfe  burdens.  Some  of  them  will  carry  a  hundred 
Weight  of  wet  filh  a  good  niany  miles  up  the  coyn^ry.  As  the  bay  is  flat,  and 
no  pier  has.  yet  been  built,  Co  that  the  boats  muft  often  take  ground  a  good 
tyay  off  from  the  ihore,  thefe  poiflardes  have  a  peculiar  cuftom  of  carrying 
otic  and  in  their  hulbands  on  theit  backs,  <*  to  keep  their  men's  feet  dry,**  at 
they  fay.  They  bring  eu£,  in  like  manner,  all  the  fifti  and  filhiog  tackles, 
and  at  thefe  operations,  they  never  repine  to  wade,  in  all  weathers,  a  confi. 
derable  diftance  into  the  water.  Hard  as  this  ufage  mud  appear,  yet  there  art 
few  other  women  fo  cleanly,  healthy,  or  Co  long  h'vers  in  the  country. 

During  the-  laft  war,  13  Avoch  men  were  prefled  into  the  Royal  Navy« 
and  fliough  mOft  of  tbefei  f«!rved  in  Admiral  Parker *s  own  (hip  in  his  dread* 
ful  engagem^t  with  ^e  Dutch  off  the  Dogger  Bank,  as  well  as  in  other  ac* 
tions,  not  one  of  them  was  hurt  by  the  enemy.  Their  regular  and  good  be- 
haviour was  acknowlcd{;ed  by  all  their  officers,  and  eleven  of  the  numbef 
returned  home  in  1783,  with  a  go<^  many  guineas  each  of  faved  money.  Mr 
DuDda&*s  late  regulations  for  the  pundual  pay  of  fcamcn,  will  be  very  bene«> 
ficial  in  this  refped  -,  and  will  encourage  them  to  enter  much  more  readily 
than  before.  The  greateft  hardftips  now,  is  leaving  their  families;  as  ihef 
commonly  marry  at  fuch  an  early  period  of  life  ;  and  arc  all  happy  and 
contecHd  with  their  fituatioB  and  ciicuroflaoccs  a^home 
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VMigt  over  the  burn,  and  proper  fecuritj  givct^  the  men,  bf 
way  of  feas  or  otherwife,  for  building  good  houfes  on  a  re- 
gular plan  along  the  adjoining  (hore; — from  the  increafe  of 
their  familiesi  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  extent  and 
population  of  this  thriving  village  would  be  doubled  within 
50  years  hence*  % 

jtntiquUiis. — ^The  foundations  (till  remain  of  a  large  old 
caOLle  or  FortaJise^  on  the  top  a  little  hill  near  Caftletown- 
point,  about  200  feet  above  the  level  of  the,  fea.  This  mount 
is  called  by  fome,  OrtMonJy  bill :  And  tradition  gives  the 
name  of  Douglas  CaftU  to  the  ruin;    It  covers  an  oblong 

fpacCi 

f  Af  to  the  country  put  of  the  parUh/though  the  farniB  are,  in  general, 
ftoo  highly  rented,  cooiidering  the  prefent  mode  of  hulbandry  here ;  yet,  if 
the  heritor!  would  be  perfoaded  to  give  their  more  adbiTc  and  befl  (locked 
tenants,  leafea  for  38  yean,  or  for  19  yean  and  a  life,  at  the  prefent  rents, 
with  fome  encouragement  to  inclofe  their  grounds  and  build  better  headings ; 
and  taking  the  the  tenants  bound  to  have  always  a  third  part  of  each  farm* 
under  grafs,  and  to  keep  their  cattle  at  home  during  fummer,  and  to  winter 
herd ;  the  face  of  the  country  would  be  improved,  the  example  followed  by 
others,  the  condition  of  the  tenantry  amended*  and  the  prefent  fecurity  and 
flitute  intcreil  of  the  landlords  promoted.  The  more  efieAually  to  bring  a- 
bout  thofe  fo  defircable  objeds,  thirlage  (hould  be  abolifiied,  by  parceUing 
out  the  prefent  rent  of  each  m'tln  proportionably  upon  the  different  farml 
bound  to  it :  and  the  ufe  of  lime  and  marie,  under  proper  reflridions,  Ihould 
be  introduced  and  encouraged  among  the  farmers. 

As  the  linen  manufadure  fcems  to  be  the  moft  agreeable,  ind  bed  adapt- 
ed to  this  parifh,  a  good  lint  mill,  on  the  burn  Of  Avoch,  would  both  lave  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  time  whkh  the  inhabitants  now  fpend  in  dref&ng  their 
flax  by  the  (lock  and  hand  method,  and  would  tend  much  to  promote  the  far- 
ther cultivation  of  it.  Machinery  for  (Iriking  pot  barley,  could  be  included 
under  the  fame  roof  at  a  fmall  expence,  and  would  probably  be  well  employ, 
•d  by  both  the  country  and  the  neighbouring  towns.  To  thefe  hints,  we 
ihaU  only  add,  that  to  fupprefs  in  future  the  fwarm  of  unliceofed  tippling- 
houfes,  and  to  have  only  four  or  five  proper  perfbns,  duly  licenfed,  for  retail* 
ing  whi(ky  and  beer,  within  this  parilh,  would  be  found  produ^ive  of  moft 
happy  confe^uences  to  the  morals  of  the  people  and  the  public  good. 
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fpacci  about  350  feet  long  and  160  feet  broad,  divided  into 
a  good  many  apartments,  which  had  been  ftrongly  built  of 
coarfe  red -quarry  (tone  and  lime,  with  a  fofle  on  one  Gde, 
and  the  appearance  of  bai^ions  towards  another.  From  its 
peculiar  fituation,  and  apparent  ftrength  of  the  works^  it  may 
hare  been  eafily  defended  before  the  invei^tion  of  artillery. 
There  are  fereral  traces  of  old  encampments  on  different 
moors  in  the  parifli.  A  trench  or  row  of  large  human  bones 
was  lately  difcovered,  a  good  way  beyond  the  boundary  of 
the  prefent  burying  ground.  And  there  are  feveral  long 
ftones  in  the  church-yard,  of  «  hard  clofe  texture,  with  an- 
tique figures  of  fpears,  arrows,  and  ftars,  carved  upon  them 
in  alto  rflievQ.  All  thefe  may  be  veftiges  pf  the  confliQs  t>f 
the  Northern  Clans,  or  of  defences  againd  the  Danesy  and 
other  foreign  invaders  from  this  Frith.  But  no  authentic  hif* 
tory  or  tradition,  worth  mentioning,  is  now  extant  concera- 
^ng  them. 
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:Ad(iitimal  Notes  to  the  Account  of  the  Pdri/h  of 

WiLTONj 

Presbytery  of  Jedburghj 
By  Dr  Charters; 


iiK  following  numeration  was  made  lad  feafon:  Males  56  j  ^ 
females  650)  under  20,  546  \  from  20  to  60y  576  \  above  60,  81  > 
above  80, 1 2  j  widowers,  26  \  widows,  61.  The  heritors  have  late- 
ly e\t&.t&  an  able  fcboolmafler,  raifed  his  falary  frotn  loo  merks, 
to  lol.^nd  built  a  commodious  fchool-houfe.  There  are  upwards 
of  100  fcholars.  Landing  books  to  the  parifhioners^  I  have  found 
ufeful,  and  think  that  parifh  libraries,  confiiling  not  only  of  re- 
ligious books,  but  of  fuch  as  the  Statiflical  Hillory,  might  be  a 
public  good.  The  tendency  to  expenfive  drefs  among^  youngf 
women,  is  the  fame  here  as  in  other  parts.  A  tax  on  (ilk^  a- 
mounting  to  a  prohibmon  of  it  among  maid  fervants,  would  be 
an  advantage  to  them.  The  poor-rate  is  at  prefent  50I.  a  quar- 
ter. Some  objeclions  have  been  made  to  poor-rates,  the  validi« 
ty  of  which  fliould  be  tried  by  fa61s.  ift,  It  is  alledged  that 
poor-rates  weaken  parental  and  filial  aflfeflion,  '*  the  bolieft  af- 
"  feflions  of  humanity."  Let  the  faA  be  fairly  enquired  intoj 
and  it  will  be  found,  that  xnany  children  labour  hard  to  prevent 
their  parents  from  receiving  an  aliment  \  and  that  children  id 
good  circumflanees  who  fuffer  their  parents  to  receive  it  are  in- 

famousj 
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famous  :^A  proof  that  the  cafe  is  nre««— ^Dariog  twenty  two 
years  miniftry  in  a  pretty  nomerous  parifh,  where  the  poor  are 
maintained  by  taxation,  I  hare  known  only  one  inftance  of 
children  refilling  to  aflift  their  parents  j  they  forfeited  the  eftecm 
of  their  neighbours,  and  baniihed  themfelves  to  America.    Af- 
feflion,  both  parental  and  filial,  is  chilled  by  want :  the  biad 
ca/wtb,  andforfahtb  ber  c0/f,  becau/e  ibere  is  no  grafs  i  Under 
the  preffure  of  poverty,  a  mother  may  forget  her  fucking  child ; 
the  child  that  is  forfaken,  or  fent  out  to  beg  and  to  wander,  or 
forced  to  labour  prematurely,  retains  no  affection  for  a  deiiitute 
parent :    Whereas,  among  a  widow  and  her  children,  who  are 
^ept  together  by  an  i^liment,  mutual  affedion  grows.     When 
the  aged  receive  an  aliment,  their  poor  children  are  no  longer 
dcprcfled  with  the  view  of  mifery,  which  they  were  unable  to 
remove,  and  which  tempted  them  to  turn  away  from  the^^  fa- 
therms  houfe  :  Filial  affc6tion  returns  \  they  think  with  gratitude 
on  a  law  which  gives  the  neceffaries  of  life  to  their  parents, 
Qnd  by  adding  fpm^  cordials  and  comforts,  they  teflify  and  che- 
Tifh  filial  lore.     The  ipinifter  of  a  populous  pariih,  where  there 
^  no  poors-rate,  is  diArefled  witB  the  view  of  indigence  which 
he  cannot  relieve,i  and  may  be  tempted  to  turn  away  his  eye 
from  bcholdtpg  it :    But  under  the  benign  influence  of  poor 
Ifws,  he  ca,n  enter  the  abodes  of  the  wretched,  as  the  mefiengcr 
of  good  tidings:     The  law  which  provides  for  the  poor,  iuftead 
of  diflblving,  tends  to  fttcrtgthen  paftoral,  and  parental,    and 
filial  love.     2d,  It  is  alltdgcd,  that  the  poor  rate  prevents  the 
common  people  from  laying  up  againfl  the  time  of  need.     The 
deiire  of  laying  up  is  fo  flrong,  that  the  poor-rate  has  not  yet, 
and  probably  never  will  extinguiili  it.    A  fpirit  of  indeperdeoce 
pervades  the  people  ;  they  feel  the  humiiiation  of  receiving  alms  j 
ihey  difcern  the  difference  betwixt  having  of  their  own,  and  trufl- 
log  to  what  IS  given.     The  poor  law  is  an  infurance  agalnft  un- 
foref<^en  misfurtune,  and  removes  that  anxious  folicitude   about 
"^hat  they  (liall  eat  and  drink  and  put  on,  which  the  gofpel  has 

fc^Uidden. 
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forbidden.  If  a  legal  provifion  for  the  poor  (hall  fomewhat  a< 
bate  the  general  and  ftrong  deiire  to  lay  up  treafures  on  earth, 
the  effed  is  happy.  View  the  {loor  man  in  his  future  deftina- 
tion,  and  whatever  alleviates  mortal  cares,  {mooths  his  way  to 
immortality.  34/,  It  is  aiked,  with  fome  degree  of  alarm,  what 
will  be  the  final  confequence  of  alimenting  the  poor,— for, 
whererer  this  tax  is  impofed^  it  increafes  gradually  ?  This  gra- 
dual increafe,  where  it  takes  place,  may  be  owing  to  two  caufes^^ 
Tirfi^  that  fome  are  induced  through  falfe  ihame  to  fuffer  extreme 
want,  rather  than  accept  of  an  aliment.  Second^  that  thofe  who 
appoint  the  aliment  are  at  firft  too  fparing  ^  the  more  frequently 
and  attentively  they  coniider  the  cafe  of  the  poor,  they  are  diT- 
pofed  to  give  the  more.  Let  falfe  fhame  be  combated,  and  the 
miferable  inflru£ted  in  their  rights.  Let  thofe  who  have  the 
management  of  the  poor,  proceed  till  every  indigent  perfon  be 
fonnd  out,  and  their  real  wants  fupplied.  When  all  that  need 
have  been  perfuaded  to  a(k,  and  when  thofe  who  give,  have  > 
learned  to  give  enough,  the  rate  will  become  (lationary ;  till 
then  it  ought  to  rife.  The  law  which  gives  a  maintenance  to 
the  poor,  is  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  the  Britilh  government,  by 
which  it  is  defended  from  the  rage  of  want  and  defpair.  Heri- 
tors and  Kirk  Seflions,  to  whom  the  execution  of  this  law  is 
committed,  will  give  a  fubilantial  and  fcafonable  proof  of  their 
attachment  to  our  happy  Conilitution,  by  making  the  poor  of  the 
)and  to  participate  its  blefling^.  Were  thofe  who  lately  aifumcd 
to  themfelves  the  amiable  name,  Friends  of  ibe  Feople^  to  new- 
model  our  Conilitution,  it  is  nmch  to  be  feared,  that  a  law  in 
favour  of  the  indigent  would  not  be  found  in  their  code  \  and 
if  fuch  a  law  were  found  in  their  code,  it  is  dill  much  to  be  fear- 
ed, that  the  new  pofFeifors  of  unrighteous  mammon,  would  not 
be  forward  to  execute  the  law  of  mercy. 

N.  B.  The  carpet  and  inkle  fadlories,  mentioned  in  the  hi/- 
lory  of  Hawick,  are  the  fame  that  were  formerly  mentioned  in 
the  hiftory  of  Wilton,  where  they  aftually  arc. 
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